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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The length of this romance has necessitated its publication in two 
parts. The first part includes the oldest portions of the story, and 
forms a tale complete in itself. 

The opening pages of the Introduction are intended to constitute 
a general preface to the whole series of English Charlemagne Romances. 
The later pages deal with the historical and bibliographical points of 
interest connected with Lord Berners' rendering of the present 
romance. With the second part will be published an essay on the 
differences between the language of the first and third editions re- 
spectively (vide Introd. p. lvi, lvii). Holbein's portrait of the translator 
will also, it is hoped, appear there. The Hon. H. Tyrwhitt Wilson, 
the owner of the picture, and a lineal descendant of Lord Berners, 
has very kindly given permission for its reproduction, but the arrange- 
ments necessary for its publication have not yet been completed. 

I am desirous of expressing my thanks for assistance rendered 
me in the preparation of this edition to the Earl of Crawford and 
Balcarres, whose loan of the unique copy of the book rendered this 
reprint possible ; to Miss Eleanor Marx, who not only undertook the 
labour of copying the work for the press, but has also corrected the 
great bulk of the proof sheets ; to Mr. R. A. Graves of the British 
Museum, who aided me very greatly with his wide knowledge when 
I was attempting to fix the date of the publication of the book ; and 
to Mr. F. J. Furnivall, who, on this as on other occasions, has 
generously rendered me much assistance. To the works of M. Gaston 
Paris, M. Paul Meyer, and M. Leon Gautier, I have also been 
largely indebted, while studying the history of the Charlemagne 
Romances in France. 



S. L. Lee. 



S6, Brondesbury Villas, London, N. W. 
January 10, 188$. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THE CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES IN FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 



§ 1. The distribution of the romances, 
p. vii. 

§ 2. Their growth in France, p. viii. 

§ 3. The cantiUnes, p. ix. 

§ 4. La Chanson de Roland, p. x. 

§ 5. Its general style, p. xi 

§ 6. Others of Us class, p. xiil 

§ 7. Their later development, p. xiii. 

§ 8. The family cycles, p. xiy. 



§ 9. The romances in the \ith cen- 
tury, p. xv. 
§ 10. The prose versions, p. xvi 
§ 11. Their subsequent history, p. xvi 
§ 12. The Romances in England, 
p. xvii 

§ 13. Their classification, p. xviil 
§ 14. Their place in English litera- 
ture, p. xxi. 



§ 1. Op all the heroes of mediaeval Europe Charles the Great has 
left the deepest impression on its literature. His career has given 
birth to as vast a series of epic poems and prose romances as any of 
•which we still have visible remains. It was of three " moost noble 
kynges " that French narrative poetry in the early middle ages 
mainly treated. Alexander of Macedon, Arthur of Brittany, and 
Charles of France were its moving spirits; and Rome, les deux 
Bretagnes, and France were the countries that it delighted to honour. 1 
But the hero who had been the Emperor of the whole western world, 
and who was often regarded as the first Christian King and the 
arch-confounder of the Saracens, most powerfully stirred the imagin- 
ation of the early mediaeval poets. And it was not only in the 
country that claimed to have been the centre of his dominions, that 
his glorious exploits were recited. France, it must be remembered, 
throughout the middle ages was the storehouse whence Europe 

1 M. de la Villemarqu6 (les remans de la table ronde, p. 2) says of the fact, 
M voila le triple motif poetique dont ils (i. e. les pontes du moyen age) se plaisaient 
k tirer des variltes innnies," and quotes the well-known lines from a 13th 
century poet, — 

" Ne sont que trois matieres a nul homme entendant : 
De France, de Bretagne et de Borne la grand." 
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chiefly derived its romantic literature. It was a French story-book 
that Dante represents as having caused the temptation to which 
Francesca so fatally yielded, 1 and at a time when hero-worship was 
really a perpetual fact, it was inevitable that the legends of Charles 
the Great and his fighting men should be everywhere heartily 
welcomed. In England the poems have not enjoyed so continuous 
a popularity as elsewhere, but there was a time when to many 
Englishmen " the holy battles of bold Charlemaine " were (to quote 
one of their admirers) as familiar as their own thresholds. But in 
Spain, the Low Countries, in Germany, and in Scandinavian lands, 
Charles and his companions are numbered among " the paragons 
of the earth," and each of these countries has enshrined in its 
popular literature their traditional history. Nor are they wholly 
unknown in Russia and Hungary ; and the Italian poets Boiardo, 
Ariosto and Tasso, have shed their golden light on many episodes 
drawn from the French Charlemagne romances, which long before 
their time had become thoroughly acclimatized in Italy. 

§ 2. The development of the Charlemagne romances is an inter- 
esting study for the student of literature. But it has been wofully 
misrepresented by many English writers on the subject. 2 Known 
until recently in their prose forms alone, the romances have been 
regarded as renderings of monkish chronicles; but these, so far 
from being their progenitors, are themselves largely indebted to the 
fictions, and the relations between the metrical and prose forms of 
the romances have been constantly misapprehended. In their early 
shapes they were always metrical. They grew gradually and imper- 
ceptibly out of the traditions of the people, and only the latest of 

1 Inferno, v. 66. 

2 Duolop, the English historian of fiction, who has attempted a full but 
very erroneous account of these romances, treats them (with some modi- 
fications, it is true) as amplifications of the Latin Chrouicle ascribed to Turpin, 
believed to have been Archbishop of Rheims in the time of Charles. Recent 
criticism has proved the work to be itself based largely on popular poems, and 
to have no just claim to the antiquity for a long time ascribed to it It is not 
from the pen of Turpin, but from that of two distinct authors living respec- 
tively about the middle of the 11th and the beginning of the 12th centuries. 
Its tone is strongly clerical, and it has of course little right to be regarded as 
an historical work. Dunlop, moreover, only knew the Charlemagne romances 
in their prose {I.e. their latest) forms. 



* 




§ 3. THE CANTILENES, OR POPULAR POEMS. 



ix 



them can bo ascribed to conscious artistic endeavour. They are 
VoUcs-Epen, and not Kunst-Epen : in some respects they are com- 
parable with the Homeric poems, in none with the JSneid or La 
Geru8a2emme Liber ata. 

§ 3. In their own life-time the deeds of Charles the Great and of 
his companions in arms were the subjects of short popular verses sung 
by the people themselves in the daily intercourse of life. None of 
the Charlemagne cantilenes, as French critics have called the popu- 
lar poems, have reached us. Few of their class were committed 
to writing ; but we may infer from the testimony of various 
witnesses that very many at one time existed. 1 In the earliest 
Charlemagne romances the heroes expect their exploits to be celebrated 
in song. 2 From the 7th to the 9th centuries a story of King Clotaire 
was preserved in verse, and an early mediaeval writer describes how 
Frenchwomen used to sing it together in chorus. 3 Written some- 
times in German, sometimes in Komance dialects, the cant il hies 
treated of isolated events, briefly and vividly described, and inter- 
spersed with exclamations of wonder, joy, and grief, which gave 
them often a lyrical, rather than an epic, character. In English 
literature the ballads that found their way into the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle may perhaps be looked upon as most closely resembling 
them. It is not until nearly the 11th century that professional 
poets or reciters are met with in French literature. We then find a 
class of men called jongleurs wandering from village to village, from 
castle to castle, chanting to the accompaniment of a little viol which 
they carried with them, stories of national or local heroes. It was 
under their influence that the detached poems were brought together. 
But hastily united either by themselves, or l»y professional poets who 
were known as trouveurs, they continued to be expanded or com- 
pressed, often on the spur of the moment, as the prejudices of the 
jongleur or his audience demanded. Not for nearly three centuries, 

1 M. Gaston Paris. HUtoire PoStique de Charlemagne, pp. 40, et seq. 

2 Chanson de Roland, 1014 and 14f>6. The edition of the Chanson which 
I bare used is M. Leon Gautier's, published at Tours in 1881. 

3 " Carmen publicum juxta rusticitatem per omnium pene volitabat ora ita 
canentium feminaeque choros inde plaudendo componebant. "Vita sancti 
Faronis," quoted from Historian de France, iii. p. 506, by M. Gautier in his 
lntrod. to Roland, p. xvij. 
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after the trouveurs had committed most of the poems to writing, did 
the improvisations cease, and the process was subsequently, and with 
less excuse, adopted by later copyists. New ideas were introduced to 
harmonize with the views of each generation of hearers, and, in the 
days of their decadence, when romances with similar, if somewhat 
briefer, genealogies were taking their place in popular esteem, attempts 
were made to embody in the old poems all the characteristics of the 
new. By such manoeuvres as these they were enabled to survive till 
the invention of printing. Then, clothed in a garb of prose, they were 
freed from further radical changes, and a fresh lease of popularity 
which may be said to have not yet expired in France was thus secured 
for them. None of the Charlemagne romances exist in all these varied 
f orms : some are extant in one shape, some in another ; but of all of 
them such a development may be safely predicated. 

§ 4. An examination of the earliest poem concerning Charles the 
Great, of which any manuscript is extant, will best indicate the 
leading features of the romances in their classical metrical shape. 
Like all of its c a6S, it treats of the deeds of a single hero closely 
related to the Emperor, a fact which originally gave the poems the 
name of chansons de geste. 1 The Chanson de Roland has been 
justly placed among the noblest literary monuments of the Middle 
Ages, and has very many claims, as we shall show later, to the 
attention of English readers. It dates from the middle of the 11th 
century. The famous story which it has to tell is the defeat of 
Charles in the pass of the Pyrenees, and the death of Roland, his 
nephew, and of eleven other peers, as his chief warriors were called 
after an institution that comes into prominence in later French history. 
The incident, like the stories of all the oldest cJiansons, is roughly 
founded on a strictly historical basis. The episode is related in 
Eginhard's 2 authentic record of Charles' life, and to this day the 
scene of the disaster, the Waterloo of early mediaeval France, goes, as 

1 The word geste has many meanings in mediaeval French. Even in 
the earliest time it signifies not only an achievement, but the history which 
chronicles it Cf. Roland — Qo dit la geste. 1685, 2095. Later, as we explain 
below, the word acquired the meaning of family. Traces of this usage appear 
in Roland, cf. v. 788. Deus me cunfundet, se la geste en desment ! 

2 Vita Karoli, ix. Passages from this and other historical authorities are 
quoted and discussed in M. Gautier's Introd., pp. xii-xvi. 




§ 6. THE GENERAL STYLE OF LA CHANSON DE ROLAND. XI 

in the poem, by the name of Roncevaux or Roncesvalles. In the oral 
tradition, in which it reached the poet, there are many variations from 
the historical version, and the changes, to which it has been submitted, 
admirably illustrate the development that legendary history experi- 
enced before and since at the hands of all the jongleurs de geste. In 
778, the historian informs us, the rear-guard of a vast French army 
retiring from a campaign in Spain against the Moors, was cut to 
pieces in the mountains by a band of Gascon rebels, and in the 
battle Roland, the commander of the Breton coast, and many other 
imperial officers were slain. In the poem the Gascons become 
Saracens, in accord with the Crusading temperament which was first 
growing up in Europe at the time of its composition. Roland 
is represented as the nephew of Charles in a desire which became 
more intense in the later poets to unite all their actors by lineal ties. 
The defeat of the French is attributed to the treachery of Ganelon, 
one of themselves, from whom afterwards descends the long line of 
traitors who figure in subsequent romances, and finally the evil doers 
are signally punished, — in order to give the story the moral tone 
that is a permanent feature of later chansons de geste. 1 

§ 5. The general style of the poem closely connects it with the 
eantHhtes. Its opening is as brusque as that of the Iliad. It 
assumes on the part of its reader a knowledge of a large number of 
shorter poems on various subjects, of most of which nothing is now 
known in France except their names, though one of them has been 
preserved in an early Icelandic version. 2 The Chanson bears trace of 
having already undergone many remaniements, and of having itself 
been originally constructed from a series of cantilhies narrating 
episodes of Charles' wars in Spain, bound together by a jongleur's 

1 The versification of this poem is identical with that of all except the 
latest chansons. It is written in decasyllabics arranged in stanzas or tirades 
of varying lengths. The verses which number over 4000 in the earliest MSS. 
are assonanced, that is to say, the vowel sounds of the last syllable in each 
line of the tirade is the same. At the close of each stanza stands the word 
AOI, which either marks the reciter's pauses or is a rough indication of a 
musical note. 

* Leon Gautier'8 Holand, pp. 60 and 375. The story of the capture of 
Noples, a little town in Spain, by Charles (Jo vus conquis e Naples e Com- 
mfbles, v. 198) is preserved in the Karla»iatigns Saga, the Icelandic collection 
of Charlemagne romances. 
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improvisations. 1 A simple, persistent religious spirit pervades the 
poem. Its author was well acquainted with the stories of the Old 
Testament, and, like Joshua, Charles makes the sun stand still. In 
the characters of the heroes the poet has successfully portrayed the 
doughty simplicity and strength, combined with the tenderness of 
heart that we associate with the German races. They are drawn from 
Frankish models, and are innocent of Roman culture. Charles himself 
is of a patriarchal age, of unquestioned courage and irresistible author- 
ity, and loves his nephew with a sincerity that, when the catastrophe 
arrives, gives occasion to a scene of the purest pathos. Roland is a 
rash warrior filled with a manly affection for his friend Oliver, but 
at times he displays a childish pride which recalls Achilles to our 
memory. Female influence finds no place in this or any early poem. 
Roland, it is true, is affianced to la belle Aude, a sister of Oliver, but 
she plays a curiously insignificant part. Little that is supernatural 
enters into the story. The miracle that Charles performs, and the 
invincible nature of Joyeuse and Durendal, the swords of the 
Emperor and of his nephew, fail to disturb the realistic current of 
the narrative. 2 

1 Hist. PoSt, pp. 70, 71. 

2 The beauty of many portions of the poem and its vivid style may be 
well illustrated by this short tirade (ccv) narrating Roland's death : 

" Qo sent Rollanz de sun tens n'i ad plus : 
Devers Espaigne gist en un pui agut. 
A Tune main si ad sun piz batut : 

• Deus ! meie culpe par la tue vertut, 
De mes pecchiez, des granz e des menus, 
Que jo ai fait des Pure que nez fui 
Tresqu' a cest jur que oi sui consoiiz I ' 
Sun destre guant en ad vers Deu tendut : 
Angle de l'oiel i descendent a lui." — AOI. 

The following translation of the passage, which loses very much of the force 
of the original, may assist some readers. It is taken from Mr. Justice O'Hagan's 
Song of Roland (Lond. 1880), p. 175. The rhymes destroy nearly all the 
effect of the French rhythm. 

" Roland feeletb his hour at hand ; 
On a knoll he lies towards the Spanish land. 
• . With one hand beats he upon his breast : 

* In thy sight, O God, be my sins confessed. 
From my hour of birth, both the great and small, 
Down to this day, I repent of all.' 

As his glove he raises to God on high, 
Angels of heaven descend him nigh." 



\ 
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§ 6. OTHEBS OP ITS CLASS. § 7. THTS1H LATER DEVELOPMENT. Xlii 



§ 6. Such are the general characteristics of this and probably very 
many other early chansons de geste. Of the six or seven of identical 
tone now familiar to ns by name, some are still extant, while others 
are only known from external evidence ; they are all referred to the 
end of the 11th or the beginning of the 12th centuries. They deal 
with similar military exploits, — with Charles' wars in Saxony, Lorn- 
bardy, or Apulia. 1 In a few— of a little less early date — an attempt 
was made to fill in the domestic details of the Emperor's life, and to 
embody legends of his youth and marriage. 3 In all, the historical 
element is still present, though at times it grows very vague. To 
the trouveurs of crusading times, the Saracens are the only known 
enemies of the French, and the place that the Normans really held in 
a great part of Europe during Charles' reign is erroneously transferred 
to them. But in no important respect, except in feebler literary 
style, — in greater coarseness aud in more tedious repetition, — do these 
poems differ from the Clianson de Roland. 

§ 7. Towards the close of the 12th century, however, the Chansons 
de geste, and Roland with them, gradually underwent further changes. 
They were lengthened unsparingly, and were inspired with a more 
distinctly feudal spirit. They glorified the resistance of the barons 
to their suzerains, in the disintegrating spirit of continental feudalism. 
To Charles himself little respect is paid. His actions and speeches 
exhibit him as a feeble dotard, 3 and his vassals rise constantly 
against his authority. " Laissomes ce vieillart qui tous est assotez," 
says one of the characters in Guy de Bourgogne, a clianson of the 
12th century, and rebellions against his rule form a leading motive 
in the poems of the date. 4 The jongleurs and trouveurs freely reject 

1 Such as Atpremont narrating the conquest of Apulia ; let Enfancet Ogier, 
that of Italy ; Gvitalin, that of Saxony ; and Balan, that of Italy. All of them 
are not now extant in their early forms, but in their existing shapes have evidently 
not been radically altered from older originals. Of Baton, only a portion is still 
preserved, which occurs in the later romance of Herabras. — Hut. PoH. p. 78. 

* Such is Berte au grand pied, the history of the mythical mother of 
Charles, which is evidently a legend of great antiquity, although no reference 
to Charles* youth occurs in the Chanson de Roland. — Hist. PoH. p. 73. 

' He is also credited with a revolting sin, cp. Gautier, Let Epopiet 
Frangaisety iii. 65-6. 

4 No less than 18 Chansons of the period treat of let guerres de CJtarle- 
magne contre ses vassaux. Among them is Huon of Bordeaux, and Renaud of 
Montauban, the Chanson of the eldest of the four sons of Aymon. 
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historical traditions, and with little diffidence invent new incidents 
and characters. The increased influence of the Crusades induced 
them to send their heroes, and, Charles among the number, to Con- 
stantinople, to Jerusalem, and to the further East, and novel adven- 
tures are thus provided to meet them at every turn. The female 
characters grow more important, and every warrior becomes enam- 
oured of a Saracen maiden. The poets were now for the first time enter- 
ing into rivalry with Chretien de Troyes, the author of Percevale, and 
of Eric et Enide, French versions of the Breton tales of King Arthur, 
and were incorporating with the old narratives stories of pure adven- 
ture and enchantment which harmonized ill with the severe facts of 
the ancient legends. The romance before us may itself be ascribed 
in its earliest extant form to this class of chansons, and supplies us 
with copious illustrations of its characteristic features, 

§ 8. One other change in principle the chansons de geste were 
slowly experiencing throughout the 13th century. There was some- 
thing conservative about this new development : although it boldly 
defied all historical probability, it strictly defined the limits within 
which the poets, who adopted its method, might allow their imagina- 
tion to work. Not content with rehearsing the careers of individuals, 
the attempt was made to combine the separate poems into great 
cycles, which should narrate the fortunes of families of warriors. 
The poets recklessly created relationships between the various heroes 
of the isolated chansons, and by endowing them with similar charac- 
teristics and destinies, they attempted to force upon their romances 
some internal unity. Frequently their object was to connect their 
patrons and their patrons' enemies with warriors or traitors of olden 
time. Their tone was purely realistic, and the practice gave a new 
meaning to the word geste, and chansons de geste were interpreted 
as family histories. Charles or his father is the progenitor of the chief 
apocryphal family of the kind, but two other lines are known at least 
to have been worked up by the trouveurs with equal care. 1 Some, 

1 Ifot ke .HI. gestes en France la garnie: Dou roi de France est la , 
plus Beignorie. . . . Et l'autre aprds, bien est droit que je die, Est de Doon a 
la barbe florie. Cil de Maianoe qui tant ot baronie. ... La tierce geste, qui 
molt fist a proisier, Fu de Garin de MongUine le fier. Oirart de Viane, pp. 
1, 2, chanson of prob. first years of 13th century, quoted in Hist. Poet p. 76. 




§ 9. THE CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES IN THE UTH CENTURY. XV 

like the Lahdacidae and Pelopidae, were represented as bearing a fatal 
curse, but no religious notion, as in the Greek stories, was mingled 
with its transmission. It was wholly ascribed to the accident of 
blood relationship, and there was no further attempt to explain its 
cause. Doon of Mayence, the father of one of the geste, has, for 
example, the questionable honour of being regarded by the writers of 
this class of Chansons as the ancestor, through Ganelon, the villain 
of Roncesvalles, of a whole army of earthly traitors. All who inter- 
marry with his family inevitably grow as sinful as their kinsmen. 1 

§ 9. After the 14th century there is little fixed principle in the 
development of the Charlemagne romances. Additions and interpola- 
tions, sequels and prologues of pure invention follow each other in rapid 
succession. The jongleurs 1 chief endeavour was to catch the popular 
ear, and with that object before them they adopted every changing 
literary fashion. It was in vain that the older trouveurs protested that 
they were losing sight of the historical spirit of their predecessors. 



is the complaint of the author of Doon de Maience? When the* 
Alexandrian romances were at the height of their popularity, their 
versification was borrowed with its twelve-syllabled lines — a metre 
still known by the name of the hero which it was first employed to 
celebrate. 3 Similarly, the authors of the chansons tried to refine 
the savagery of their old characters by foisting upon them the gentle 
courtesy of the Arthurian heroes and heroines. In many of their com- 
positions the magical element of Eastern literature finds a large place, 
and in the later Middle Ages their successors made no resistance to 
the spurious chivalry that overran all the literature and social life of 
the period. 4 At the same time CharW history, as it was narrate! 

1 The Chanson Doon de Maience dates from the 14th century. Alxinger, the 
German poet, attempted to make of a later form of it an epic poem in 1787. 

' Ed. Pey. p. 1, quoted in M. Guessard's Ittfrod. to Htwn, p. vij. 

' The poem of Roland actually underwent the alteration. Cf. M. Gau tier's 
Introd., p. xxxvy. Huon and other poems were wholly rewritten in Alex- 
andrines. 

4 Vide, for example, the changes that came over the story of Ogier le 
Danois, of which a great portion exists in a 12th century version. In the latest 
version the hero visits the palace of Avallon, and is saved by the fairy Morgana, 
the sister of King Arthur, who, also living there, is visited by the Knights of his 



" Chil nouvel jougleor, par leur outrecuidanche 
Et pour leur nouviaus dis, l'ont mis en oublianche," 
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in the chansons, found its way into the Chronicles and Latin ecclesi- 
astical poems, 1 as at an earlier date the traditional poetry concerning 
Koland had entered the Chronicle wrongly ascribed to Turpin, and 
there the legends were fated to assume a markedly clerical tone. 

§ 10. About the date of the invention of printing the metrical 
romances received their final form. 2 They were reduced in their 
contemporary shape to prose, and were soon afterwards printed and 
published. Many of them are characterized by the affectations and 
intricacies of style which Cervantes has powerfully satirized in his 
introduction to Don Quixote. But the earliest Chansons have for 
the most part escaped this final desecration. The simplicity of the 
Chanson de Roland did not satisfy the perverted literary tastes of an 
age which was wont to "praise Syr Topaz for a noble tale." All 
knowledge of it in its purest shape was lost ; the manuscripts con- 
taining it disappeared, and the one revealing it to us in its 11th 
century form was only recovered during the present century. 

§ 11. We need not dwell for our present purpose on the later 
history of the Charlemagne romances. The rise of the theatre did not 
affect them. With their characters continually repeated, with their 
perpetual battles, with their lack of female interest, they did not lend 
themselves to dramatization, and with only one or two was the experi- 
ment ever made in France. A few poems, based on incidents in Charles' 
romantic career, appeared in France in the 17th century. Napoleon, 
who posed in Europe as the 19th century Charlemagne, encouraged the 
study of his authentic and fictitious history, and his brother Lucien had 
the temerity to publish a volume of verses on " le digne prccurseur de 
son frere." The romantic movement of the last century did not imme- 
diately affect the Charlemagne romances. They were known only in 
the late and degenerate prose versions, and although extracts from them 
were published in La Bibllothhque des Romans about 1778, all trace 
of their development was sought in vain. It was in the 19th century 

Round Table. Ogier's magical return to youth, and all the magical machinery 
of the late romance are probably of Eastern origin. See Hist. Poti. pp. 
305-13 ; and Dunlop, Hi*t. of Fiction (edit. 1846), pp. 138-140. 
1 HUt. Pott pp. 92-107. 

* Prose versions of thirteen Chansons were printed in France between 1480 
and 1500.— Hist. Poit. p. 470. 
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that a vigorous and sustained effort was Erst made to learn their 
history, and to rediscover their original forms. The result of this 
endeavour, with which the name of Paulin Paris must be chiefly con- 
nected, has been to give the metrical romances a place among the 
most cherished remains of French mediaeval poetry, and to raise about 
them a gigantic critical literature. 

§ 12. If we carefully bear in mind the development of the French 
Charlemagne romances, which has here been very briefly sketched, we 
can readily determine the relations to which those that have been intro- 
duced into England stand towards them. One criticism may be made 
on nearly the whole of the English series. They almost all bear trace 
of being mere translations from French originals, although these have 
not always reached us. New details ate occasionally introduced, but 
their leading features are literally borrowed, nor have the translators 
chosen the best or purest models. They have taken chansons de 
geste of the 14th and 15th Centuries, and those of an earlier date 
appear to be unknown to them. The explanation, that a learned 
French critic has suggested for the fact is probably the true one. 
" At the time when our epic poetry was flourishing," he says, " that 
is, in the 13th and far more in the 12th centuries, our chansons de 
geste did not require translation to be understood in England by all 
whom they could interest; and in the 14th century when English 
writers wished to appropriate some of them, the old poems had been 
re- written, and the best of the early ones forgotten." 1 The circum- 
stances that the Chanson de Roland, believed by several French 
writers to be the work of a Norman, 2 was read as generally in 
England as in France, and that the earliest extant manuscript of 
another Chanson of the 12th century, relating to Charles' apocryphal 
travels, leaves no doubt that it was prepared for Anglo-Norman 
readers, 3 gives the best possible support to such criticism. The 
small effect that the English Charlemagne romances (except in the 
special case of Huon of Bordeaux) have had on our later literature is 

1 M. Paul Meyer in La Bibliothiqve de VEcole de$ Chartet (1867), p. 309. 

* Such is the opinion of M. Gautier, In trod, to Roland, pp. xix — xxiv. 

3 Cp. Charlemagne^ an Anglo-Norman poem now first published by M. 
Fraucesque Michel, 1836. The MS. is in the Brit. Museum. King's Library, 
16, E. viii. 
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attributable mainly to two causes. In the first place their literary 
inferiority must be generally acknowledged, and in the second they 
were in constant rivalry with the Arthurian romances which, although 
also borrowed from France, appealed more nearly to the history of our 
own past, and attracted by their gentle chivalrous tone, aud their 
greater abundance of human interest, many writers possessed of a 
literary power which effectually naturalized them in this country. 
But it would be as serious an error to under-estimate, as to over- 
estimate, the influence of the Charlemagne literature in this country, 
and for myself I believe it has not yet, as a whole, been adequately 
measured. 

§ 13. Including all the fragments of which we have any remains, 
the English romances are ten in number. Several of them treat of the 
same legend. Seven are in a metrical form, and have been referred 
to dates varying from the middle of the Hth to the opening of the 
succeeding century. Three are translations of prose versions, and 
appeared in England soon after the invention of printing. 1 The quasi- 

1 For the use of students the general results at which the editors in this 
series have arrived as to the number, date, and origin of the English Charle- 
magne Romances may be tabulated thus : 

ENGLISH CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES. PROBABLE ORIGINS. 

A. Fierabras cycle. 

, CI. The Stncdone of Babylone 1. An early version of the Fierabras 
8 J ' (? 1400). story in Balan, a lost Chanson 

V\ (12th c.). 

S 2. Sir Ferumbras (? 1380). 2. Fierabras, Chanson de geste (13th 

a). 

Prose. 3. Charles the Grete, 1485 3. French prose romance of Fierabras 
[Caxton]. (15th a), formed of the Ch. de g. 

with extracts and additions from 
late Chronicles. 

B. Otintl (or Otuel) cycle. 
* 1. a. Roland and Vernagu. 1. a & /3. Remnants of a small Eng- 
lish cycle, of which a is probably 
based on Chroniclers' (and mainly 
TurpiVs) summaries of Chansons, 
not now known. 

fi. Otvel [Auchinleck MS.]. /S. Derived from a version of Otinel 

other than that in the extant Chan- 
son of the name. 

2. Sege of Melayne (? 139 ). 2. Late prologue to Ch. de g. Otinel 

(13th c.) not extant in France. 
1 3. Otuel [Thornton MS.] ?1390. 3. Otinel, Chanson de geste (13th c). 
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historical events, to which all with four exceptions refer, are prior to 
the great expedition to Spain, in which Roland met his death, hut 
they have a very vague historical foundation. The death or conver- 
sion of Saracen chiefs, and the marriage of their hastily-baptized 
daughters with Christian heroes are invariably the central motives of 
the poems, and the French warriors are challenged to fight with 
truly ' damnable iteration ' by Saracen giants like Ferumbras, Otuel, 
and Vernagu. The early romances do not evince strong crusading 
tendencies so distinctly as an emphatic ecclesiastical or theological 
tone of thought, which is not present in any but the late French 
poems. Fierabra8 and Otinel, two well-known chansons de geste, 
have inspired the greater number of the Early English romances. 
They narrate the struggles between Charles, as the champion of the 
Papacy, and the Saracen enemies of Rome ; in the first romance the 
Emperor's object is to recover les reliques de la Passion, and in the 
second to baptize the leading opponent of Christianity. In thoir 
extant French forms both poems date from the 13th century; but 
they bear traces of having already undergone frequent remaniements, 
and although they are free from the extravagant interpolations com- 
mon to those of a later date, they are far from being the best literary 
examples of their class. Of Fwrabras, Sir Ferumbras, the metrical 
romance, which appeared first in this series, is a fairly literal English 
rendering, 1 and Caxton's prose romance of diaries the Grete is trans- 
lated from an extended French prose version of the same Chanson. 2 
Fierabras, in an earlier form, originally constituted the central por- 
tion of a longer poem known to some early chroniclers, under the 

C. Detached Romances. 

1. Rowland*'* Song (J 1400). 1. Remantement (13th a), of Chan- 
ton de Roland, now unknown. 
I 2. Ravf Coilysar (c. 1476). 2. Most probably qjginal. 
'3. Four font of Aymon, 1490 3. French pros© version (15th c.) of 
[Caxton], the Ch. de g., Rewind de Montanban 

(13th a). 

4. Hnon of Bordeaux, ? 1634 4. French prose version (15th o.) of the 
[Berners]. Ch. deg. Hnon de Bordeaux ( 1 3th c). 

1 The English Charlemagne Romances, Pt. I. Sir Fernmbrat, edited by 
Sidney J. Herrtage. B.A.. E. E. T. 8. 1879. (From Ashmole MS. 33.) 

* Pts. III. and IV. ed. S. J. Herrtage. 1880-1. (From unique Brit. Mus. 
copy.) 

b 2 
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title of Balan, and the SowJone of Babylone, which is evidently an 
adaptation of a more detailed version of the opening part of the 
story of Fierahras than that to be found in the surviving Chanson, 
is probably based on a portion of the lost cycle, doubtless extant in 
the time of the English translator. 1 Similarly, Ofinel has given birth 
to two metrical translations, of which the one in the Thornton MS. 
adheres with much literalness 2 to the Chanson, as we now have it, and 
the other, in the Auchinleck MS., is altogether freer in its general 
treatment, and perhaps drawn from a remaniement other than any we 
now possess. 3 The two romances of The Sege of Melayne 4 and 
Roland and Vemagu 5 can be referred to no known French poems, 
but we must hesitate before pronouncing them original English 
productions. The former is probably taken from some introduction 
to (Hind, written at the period when every Charlemagne legend was 
receiving various amplifications. The latter is reasonably thought 
by M. Gaston Paris, to have belonged to an English poem of the 
14th century, bearing some such title as ' Charlemagne and Roland,' 
mainly based on extracts from Turpin's Chronicles and a late version 
of Otinel. 

Of the remaining English romances the fragment of the Song of 
Roland is drawn from a poor 13th century version of the great 
Clianson de Roland. 6 Caxton's Four So7is of Aymon 7 and Lord 
Berner's Huon of Bordeaux, 8 are both direct translations of French 
prose romances, that is, of amplified and corrupted versions of two 
13th century chansons de geste, Renaud de Montauban, and Huon 
de Bordeaux. Rauf Coiljear, in the absence of all evidence to the 
contrary, has been regarded as an original English poem. 9 It is 
evidently of a late date, and its connection with the other Charle- 
magne legends is very slight. Thus almost all the English romances 
share the characteristics of those chansons de geste which have under- 

1 Pt. V. The Romavnee of the Sowdone of Babylone, edited by Dr. 
Hausknecht (E. E. T. S.). 1881. (From Phillippft' MS.) 

* Pt. II. pp. 53-105. Ed. by & J. Herrtage. (E. E. T. S.) 1880. 
8 Pt. VI. pp. 65, et uq. Ed. S. J. Herrtage. (E. E. T. S.) 1882. 

* Pt. II. pp. 1-63. * Pt. VI. pp. 1-65. 

6 Pt. II. pp. 105-137. (From unique Lansdowne MS.) 

* Pt. IX. (Not yet reprinted.) 



• Pte. VII. and VIII. (1882.) 



• PL VL (1882.) 
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gone numerous renovations. Of the Charlemagne poems in their 
parest shapes English literature clearly knows nothing. 

§ 14. Of the popularity of each of these poems, which in the case 
of Ferumbra8 and Otuel was certainly great in the 14th and 15th 
centuries, evidence has been given in the prefaces to the various 
volumes that have already been published, but in the general survey 
I am here taking I may bring together a few general facts to 
demonstrate the limits of their influence. We believe that in the 
early Middle Ages our Norman ancestors were generally well ac- 
quainted with the great incidents of the series of legends, although 
of the vastness of the cycle they knew little. Descriptions of 
Charles and stories of Roland, for example, were certainly received 
here with universal favour. It is very probable, as many have 
pointed out, that the Chanson de Roland was sung by the Normans 
at the battle of Senlac. 1 M. Gautier is of opinion that it is the 
work of an Anglo-Norman poet, and some French critics have even 
ascribed it to a famous abbot of Peterborough. 2 Beside these dis- 
putable opinions we may place the facts that the earliest and chief 
manuscript of this poem has been for many centuries, and is still, in 
an English library, and that Anglo-Norman versions of other Charle- 
magne romances leave no doubt that they were largely read in 
England in the 12th and 13th centuries. Norman-French poems of 
the period, moreover, always do honour to Charlemagne, and Roland. 
In some verses, in an early English poem, probably of the time of 
Edward I., we meet with such a passage as this : 



Fele romanses men make newe 
Of good knyghtes strong and trewe ; 
Of hey dedys men rede romance, 
Both in England and in Frauuce, 
Of Rowelond and of Olyver 
And of everie Doseper. 3 



In later times the Pyrenees were always identified in England with 
the disaster of Roncesvalles, and when the Black Prince's expedition to 

1 Mr. Heritage quotes the famous lines from Wace's Roman de Ron on 
the point (Pt. II. of the Series, p. xix). Mr. Freeman, in his Norman Conquest 
(iii. 478), is of opinion that Wace's statement refers to the C/umson. 

3 In trod, to Roland, xiv-xxvi. 

3 Quoted in Warton's English Fvetry from an introductory poem to 
Richard Cuer de Lion (temp. Ed. I.), ii. p. 25. (Hazlitt's Edition.) 
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Spain was celebrated in a Latin poem, a monkish gloss reminded its 
readers that Caroitis magnus rediens de Hispania amisit ibi Rothelande 
ei caeteros in Rowncivale seprdtos. 1 Chaucer, moreover, and other 
poets knew Ganelon, the traitor of Roncesvalles, as a typical villain, 
worthy of a place beside Judas Iscariot or Sinon. 2 One circumstance 
in the legend of Roland — his friendship for Oliver — has given us 
a very common proverbial phrase which France never possessed. 3 
Spenser, like many of his predecessors from the time of Robert of 
Brunne, has anglicized the word douzeperes, which in the Charlemagne 
romances is the technical name of the twelve chief companions of the 
Emperor, and uses it in the singular in the sense of a mighty warrior.* 
And for a long time in England the fame of the defeat of Roncesvalles 
survived in a common adjectival epithet, and a strong voice or a strong 
woman was known as a rouncival voice or a rouncival woman. 5 

After the Middle Ages Charles the Great grew less familiar to 
Englishmen, but he was not unknown to them, and the prose 
romances, which only show him in inglorious dotage, were widely 
read. More than one play in the 16th century was based on his 
exploits and those of his companions, and Dyce's statement that 
he was unacquainted with any old play in which that monarch 
figures must be regarded as based on imperfect information. 6 We 

1 Wright's Political Poems. I 105. (Rolls' Series.) 

* Chaucer, Nonne Prestes Tale, 15,232-4. The Fox is thus addressed 

" O false morderour, rucking in thy den I 
O newe Scariot, netve Oenelan, 
O false dissiniulour, O Greek Sinon." 
See also Afonkes Tale, 14,653-6. 

8 The exact origin of A Roland for an Oliver, which is omitted, so far as 
I can see, from W. C. Hazlitt's English Proverbs, has never been explained. 
The French expression of the same character runs — Je lui baillerai Guy 
contre Robert. A discussion some years ago, in Notes and Queries, as to the 
growth of the phrase, failed to throw any real light on the subject. 

* Cp. * Big-looking, like a doughty Doucepere,' Faerie Queene, III. x. 
30. Warton in his Observations on the Faerie Queene (i. 252-8) gives an 
instructive account of the use of the word in England. 

$ Nares' Diet. (ed. H alii well and Wright), b.v. Rovncivall, large, strong. 
* Th'art a good rouncival voice to cry lantern and candlestick.' — Satiromastix. 
Speaking of gigantic bones seen at Roncesvalles, Mandeville says, ' Hereof I 
take it comes that seeing a great woman we say she is a Rowncevall.' — Travels. 
Fol. 22. Ed. 1600. Similarly, Tusser, as Mr. Herrtage poiuts out to me, calls 
marrow-fat peas, 4 runvivall peas.' — Husbandry, oh. xli. 1. 9. 

6 Dyce's Peele, ii. 88. 
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have at least one drama in manuscript, of which he is the hero, 1 and 
two others are known to have existed, although no longer extant, 
in which he must have played an important part. 1 Meanwhile 
Roland or Orlando was re-introduced to English readers in Elizabeth's 
reign by Sir John Harrington's popular translation of Ariosto's 
Orlando Furioso, and upon this foundation Robert Greene based one 
of his tame dramatic productions. 8 And, though the Roland of the 
Italian poet differed very much from his prototype in the cJiansons 
de geste, his reappearance in a new form temporarily renewed their 
familiarity with his name and many of his characteristic adventures. 

Shortly after the 16th century, Charles the Great and Roland, like 
other mediaeval heroes, were practically lost sight of in England, and 
little attempt has since been made to revive an interest in their 
legendary history. Not even in chap-books were their achievements 
perpetuated, and they failed to attract the genius of any great literary 
worker who might have given them a lasting place in the higher 
branches of our literature. We have in all periods to seek in some- 
what obscure places for indications of their popularity, and, although 
we may legitimately infer that the Charlemagne heroes were ever 
held in high honour in mediaeval and Tudor England, and although 
we know that they made their way into the common parlance of our 
countrymen, we cannot regard them, with one exception, as leaving 
upon our literature any deep or permanent impression. 

1 My friend, Mr. A. H. Bullen, has pointed out to me the Egerton MS., 
1994, in the British Museum, where the play is to be found. He has given an 
account of it in the 2nd volume of his Collection of Old Plays, and I have 
there, at his request, added a note on the manner in which the legend, 
embodied in the play, reached this country. 

* They were based on Caxton's Ibnr Sons of Aymon and Berners' Huon 
of Bordeaux. Vide Henslowe's Diary y and infra, p. xlvii. 

8 The Historic of Orlando Furioso, one of the TSvelve Pieres of France, 
1594. Jnfra, p. xlix. 




xxiv 



II. 



THE ROMANCE OP HUON OP BORDEAUX. 



§ t. The nth century Chanson de 

gesie, p. xxiv. 
§ 2. Its story, p. xxv. 
§ 8. Its main characteristics, p. 

xxvi. 

§ 4. Historical traditions of Huon, 
p. xxviii. 

§ 5. The origin of the Oberon-legend, 
p. xxix.. 

§ 6. The character of Oberon in the 

early romance, p. xxxi. 
§ 7. Amplifications of the Romance, 

p. xxxii. 
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Manuscript, p. xxxiii. 
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§ 10. The French prose version, p. 
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§ 1 1. Later history of the romance in 

France, p. xxxvii. 
§ 12. The English translation, p. 

xxxviii. 
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Berners, p. xl. 

§ 14. His literary character, p. xlii. 

§ 15. His translation of Froissart, 
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§ 16. Other works, p. xlv. 

§ 17. Lord Berners* death, p. xlv. 

§ 18. Romances in Elizabethan Eng- 
land, p. xlvi. 

§ 19. Popularity of Huon of Bor- 
deaux, 1547 — 1594, p. xlviii. 

§ 20. Oberon in English literature, 
p. xlix. 

§ 21. Bibliography of Huon of Bor- 
deaux, p. Hi. 
§ 22. Conclusion, p. lvii. 



§ 1. The romance of Huon of Bordeaux illustrates in several 
ways the general remarks I have been making on both the French 
and English versions of the Charlemagne legends, but, beyond the 
characteristics that it has in common with its class, it possesses cer- 
tain features peculiar to itself, that perhaps give it its highest interest 
in the eyes of English readers. Iu France it has under^oue a very 
extended development, capable of a clearer presentation than in the 
case of many other of the chansons de geste ; in England, translated 
almost literally, it has not only enjoyed its full share of popularity, 
but, by supplying the Elizabethan poets with the story of Oberon, 
has exerted upon English literature an influence to which no other 
members of its class can legitimately lay claim. 

None of the forms in which we know the romance of Huon can 
be referred to a very early date. The oldest extant chanson de geste 
on the subject, the manuscript of which is now in the library of 
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Tours, possesses hardly any of the characteristics of the Chanson de 
Roland. 1 Its incidents are more complicated, and belong for the 
most part to a very different world. The central interest of the 
poem is divided between the peer of France, who plnys the title-r#e, 
and an omnipotent and omniscient dwarf, who adorns the throne of 
fairy land. It is impossible to ascribe the story, as it first appears, 
to any date anterior to the middle of the 13th century. Four 
times was it probably rewritten in metre before the invention of 
printing, when it was reduced to prose in France, and in that garb 
brought to our own chores. But in spite of the amplifications and 
continuations that the tale has experienced — changes which have 
more than tripled its original length — the first half of both the 
French and English prose versions has preserved with little alter- 
ation the story as it appears in the 13th century chanson. The^ 
chapters printed in the volume before us present the old story in 
its original literary shape. The last portion of Lord Berners' trans- " 
lations, like his French original, owesHts origin to sources of far less , 
antiquity. 

§ 2. So much of the legend of Huon as reverts to the 13th 
century is to the following effect. The story in the Chanson opens 
four years after the death of Seguin, the duke of Bordeaux. His 
two young sons, Huon and Gerard, who have inherited his property, 
have not as yet done homage to the Emperor, their suzerain. But 
their troubles have already begun. A traitor at Charles' court, Earl 
Amaury by name, covets their inheritance, and on the ground that 
they have not already acknowledged in person their vassalage, 
denounces them to Charles as rebels against his authority. The 
Emperor at the moment is of great age and feeble health, and, being 
about to resign his crown in favour of his son Chariot, is desirous 
that his supremacy should be recognized in every part of his 
dominions. Huon and Gerard are, therefore, ordered to appear at 
once before him at Paris, or forfeit their estates to the Earl, who 

1 For an account of the MS. see M. Gueseard's edition of the poem, 
Paris, I860, p. xxxix, et teq. Its versification is like that of Tai Chanton, but 
its tirades are much longer, extending at times to 500 vv. The length of the 
(knnton is 10,495 lines. Neither the name nor province of the author is 
known. 
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had called the Emperor's attention to their dereliction of duty. 
Well aware that they could give satisfactory proofs to their royal 
master of their loyalty, the traitor, as soon as he learnt that the 
youths were on their way to the capital, induced the prince Chariot, 
Charles' elder son, over whom he exercised unlimited control, to 
join him in a plot for waylaying and killing them on their journey. 
But his plans were unsuccessful. Chariot wounds Gerard, hut is 
himself slain by Huon. The Emperor, on learning the death of his 
son, vows eternal vengeance upon his murderer. A duel between 
Huon and Amaury, which proves fatal to the latter, only inflames his 
wrath, and he finally dismisses the young knight on a grotesque, but 
perilous, and, to all appearance, fatal mission to Babylon. There the 
first part of the chanson de geste of Huon of Bordeaux may be said 
to close, and in the remaining verses the form of the story somewhat 
changes. Very perilous indeed are the adventures that Huon meets 
in the East, although he is fortunate enough to find a companion in 
Geraines, an old friend of his father's, who is living a hermit's life 
among the Saracens. To most of the dangers he must have succumbed, 
had he only relied on human means of protection. Harjpily, however, 
he finds other aid. Oberon, the dwarf -king of the fairies, whose 
dominions lie between Jerusalem and Babylon, taking pity on the 
knight's misfortunes, proffers his assistance, and with such support 
Huon not only successfully performs his mission, but wikm and mar- 
ries Esclaramonde, the daughter of the Emir of Babylon, on her con- 
version to Christianity. On his return to France the treachery of his 
brother Gerard plunges him once again into difficulties, but Oberon 
extricates him from the new dangers, reconciles him to the Emperor, 
and ultimately names him his successor on the throne of fairy land. 

§ 3. The story, it will be perceived, has all the characteristics which 
were attributed to the chanson* de gestes in their decline. Charlemagne 
has no dignity about his bearing. His power is jealously regarded 
by his va*sals, and he is more than once placed in a position of 
. signal humiliation. " Syr, yf ye do as ye haue sayde," are the words 
addressed to him by one of his counsellors in Lord Berners' version, 
which here almost literally translates the old French poem — "Sir, 
yf ye do as ye haue sayd, I nor neuer any other man shall truste you, 
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& euery man shall say, fare & nere, that herof (hear of) thys 
extorsyow, that in the end of your dayes ye are become chyldysche, 
& more lyke a sot then a wyse man." 1 Other circumstances are still 
more decisive. A reference to Tristram's love for the a fayre Ysoude " 
and some points in the genealogy of Oberon, indicate that the author 
was acquainted with the Arthurian romances, 9 and Huon's statement 
that he " departyd out of fraunce . . . That any aduenture that I 
myght here of, though it were neuer so perelous that I shulde neuer 
eschew it for any fere of deth," brings him in close relations with the 
heroes of the tomans cTaventures.* The absurd length to which the 
writer pushes the endeavour, that characterizes the later poems of the 
jongleurs, to bring his hero into lineal relationship with all sorts and 
conditions of men with whon> he comes in contact on his journeyings, 
is another testimony to the lateness of the present form of the legend. 4 
The important place which the enchantments of Oberon hold in 
the story, the care bestowed on the treatment of the character and 
influence of Esclaramonde, the hero's bride, and the extravagant 
unreality of Huon's adventures in the East, likewise supply con- 
clusive evidence in favour of a similar inference. The 13th century 
Clianson must be positively placed among those romances which 
attempt to graft on the simple lines of the pure chansons de geste 
the varied incident of the tales of the Round Table, and the magical 
machinery of Eastern stories like the Arabian Nights' Entertainment. , 

1 Infra, p. 47, 11. 9, et seq.— 

" Quant lea noveles iront par la pals 

Que diront tout li haut homrae jetitil ? 

Voe jugemens n'ert mais en France ots, 

Tout diront mais, li grant et li petit ; 

Qu'en vo viellece estes tous rasotis." 

Hvon de Bordeaux, 11. 22-29, et seq. 
8ee also, Oberon's reference to the Emperor's fatal sin, 11. 10,225, et seq., and 
infra, p. 258. 

2 Infra, p. 157, 1. 27, Huon de Bordeaux, 1. 6808,— 

** Tristrans morut por bele Iseut amer." 
For Oberon's genealogy see below, pp. 72-3. 

8 Infra, p. 97, \.\,et seq., and Huon, 1. 4595, et seq. 

4 Huon claims relationship with the Pope of Rome, with the Abbot of 
Clnny, with Garyn of Saint Omers, a lord of Brindisi, with Macaire, the 
pagan tyrant of Tormont, with Sebylle, the prisoner of the castle of Dunostre, 
and many others, as the reader will perceive for himself. 
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§ 4. There are many traces in the poem itself of a legend of a 
previous period, devoid of such embellishments as I have noticed, — 
of a chanson celebrating Huon's exploits before an enchanted world 
had become a commonplace with the trouveurs or jongleurs. Much 
of the versification of the 13th century, for example, has an older 
rhythm. 1 The story of the causes of Huon's banishment, after a 
few slight modifications have been made, has an early mediaeval tone, 2 
and, although the historical element is not readily detected, it is easy 
to perceive that in it has been incorporated many vague memories of 
^ early historical events. An early chronicler tells us how a duke of Bor- 
deaux, whose son once challenged Chariot, the Emperor's heir, bore, like 
the father of the hero of the romance, 3 the name of Se'guin. Instances, 
moreover, of such disagreement with the ruler of France as Huon 
exhibits, occur frequently in the history of the princes of Aquitaine 
in the 8th century. Similarly, an early manuscript of an epic poem 
of the 12th century, narrating the exploits of the chief warriors 
of Lorraine — Les Loherains, — contains seventeen verses which 
tell how Huon, the son of duke Seguin of Bordeaux, slew an earl 
at Paris, and, being for the crime banished the Empire, went to 
Lombardy, where he married the daughter of a Count, and finally 
died of poison. 4 If this form of the legend has little claim to be 
considered of the highest antiquity, it sufficiently proves that Oberon 
was not originally the protector of Huon after his banishment, and 
that his journey to the East may be regarded as purely apocryphal. 
But a closer parallel to the adventures of Huon at Paris has been 
found by a recent writer in Romania, in historical facts which pos- 
sibly have a better claim to be considered as the prototype of the 
tale. Certain events that took place under Charles the Bald are 
almost identical with those recorded in the first part of the romance. 
And, if we allow the general resemblance, the confusion of identity 
between the Emperor and his grandson, an error that could be 

1 This and the recurrence of the same couplets are noted by M. Gautier in 
his support of this view. — Let EpopSet Francaiset, iii. 732. 

2 That is to say, the first 2000 lines of the Chanson and just 20 chapters 
of this text (pp. 1-6?). 

3 Let Epoptet Fran^aitet, iii. 732. 

4 Quoted by M. Gautier (as above). 
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paralleled in all popular literature, need not cause us much embar- 
rassment. During the reign of Charles the Bald, authentic records 
tell us, the county of Bordeaux was governed by a duke, named 
Seguin, whose bold defence of Saintonge against the Normans, usually 
confounded in the French national traditions with the Saracens, 
exactly fitted him to be the hero of popular caniitenes and of later 
epic narrative. Similarly, Charles the Bald's eldest son closely 
resembles the Chariot of the romance. Like the latter, he was 
u ryght pryuey " with traitors, 1 aud he was slain by a brave warrior 
in pursuit of a foolish adventure. 9 How these floating traditions 
of Seguin, Huon and the heir of Charles the Bald may have crystal- 
lized, and at length have been introduced into the great Charlemagne 
epic cycle, is a process of assimilation that must be readily intelligible 
to the student of popular mythology. 

§ 5. As early as the 13th century, however, we have evidence that 
Oberon became an essential part of the story. Albericus Triuni , 
Fontium, in his chronicles which were finished about 1240, gives a 
version of the legend very similar to that of the romance. " Mortuus 
est," he writes, "etiam hoc anno (810) Sewinus dux Burdegalensis, 
cui fratres fuerunt Alelmus et Aucherus, hujus Sewini filii Getardus 
et Hugo, qui Karolum, filium Karoli, casu interfecit, Almaricum 
proditorem in duello vicit, exul de patria ad mandatum regis fugit, 
AU>ero)iein, virum mirabilem et fortunatum repent, et coetera sive 
fabulosa sive historica connexa." 3 The passage constitutes one of the 
earliest records of the existence of the fairy king under the name of 
Oberon (Auberon) in European literature, and his importance in our 
own literature, together with the part he takes in the romance before 
us, is sufficient excuse for our dwelling on his origin and early history. 
M. Gaston Paris has attempted to show that an apocryphal prince of 

1 Infra, p. 15. 

2 M. Longnon in Romania, t iii. t has carefully worked oat the probable 
connection of Huon with the reign of Charles the Bald, and has reprinted from 
various early chronicles all that is known of Seguin or the young Charle*. 
Chariot bears in Huon exactly the opposite character to that which he does in 
the earlier Chanson de Qette of " Ogier le Danois," and there is no historical 
l>asis for his treacherous behaviour, unless we admit M. Longnon's theory. — 
Gautier, Let Epop&e* Franeaittg, vol. iii. 734. 

3 M. Guessard's Huon de Bordeaux, p. xij. 
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the Merovingian dynasty, who was credited with singular powers 
of enchantment, bore the name of Albericw, but we are not ready to 
regard the Oberon-legend as based on any strictly historical foundation. 1 
He is probably a purely mythical character, and, so far, is wholly 
foreign to the Charlemagne cycle ; but, nevertheless, the author of 
Huon has not the slightest logical justification for placing him in an 
Eastern environment He springs from the mythology of the Western 
world, and though many arguments have been advanced to connect 
him with Celtic or Welsh myths, I incline to the opinion that he 
is purely Teutonic. M. de la Villemarque* has most vigorously 
supported the Celtic theory. He identifies the fairy king with the 
ruler of the enchanted world in Welsh romances, Gwyn-Araun by 
name, of which he claims Oberon (i. e. Auberon, as it is usually 
spelt in French) to be a literal translation. In Welsh mythology 
he asserts that Gwyn is brought up, like Oberon, by " Morge li fe*e," 
and, similarly, is a dwarf in appearance, and bears at his neck a 
magic horn. 2 But the Germanic theory is based on firmer and 
wider foundations. Auberon, as Eeightley long ago pointed out, 
very closely resembles the dwarf Elberich or Alberich, who figures 
in many early German folk tales. 8 In the Niebelungen-lied Alberich 
is the guardian of the celebrated hoard which Siegfried won from the 
Niebelungen, and in a story of the Heldenbuch, a collection of 
German romances of the 13th century, a king of the elves bearing 
the same name plays a rdle very similar to that of Oberon in Huon 
of Bordeaux. Here Ortnit, a German emperor, visits the Sultan 
of Syria to gain his daughter. Alberich meets him on his journey, 
and aids him in his quest. He is three feet in height, can foresee 
the future, and forbids, as in the case of Huon and Esclaramonde, 

1 Cp. Revue Germanique, xvi. p. 387. 

8 See his letter on the subject in M. Guessard's edition of Hvon de . 
Bordeaux. Paris, 1860, pp. xxv-xxix. M. Gaston Paris positively denies that 
Gwyn-Araun is a translation of Auberon, and thus the basis of Villemarque's 
theory is destroyed. Gwyn = white, but Aube, it is asserted, never represented 
in French the Latin album (i. e. Fr. blanc). Revue Germanique, xvi. pp. 



3 Keightley , 8 Fairy Mythology, p. 206. Alberich is connected by Grimm 
(Deutsche Mythologie, p. 699) with Alp- Alb- E.b = elf. Ich, another writer 
explains, is a German termination which has been replaced in French by ' 
the Romance termination on. 
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§ 6. THE CHARACTER OF OBERON IN THE EARLY ROMANCE, XXxi 

all intercourse between Ortnit and his pagan bride until after the 
latter's baptism. 1 The connection between him and Oberon is, as 
Keightley has remarked, indubitable, and the German story, of 
which he is one of the chief heroes, is almost identical with parts 
of Huon. But there is little need to accept the opinion of some 
continental critics, and regard either of the tales as borrowed from 
the other. As M. Gaston Paris has suggested, Alberich or Auberon, 
perhaps originally a hero of Rhenish folk-lore, doubtless formed part 
of the Frankish, as of all German, mythology, and his traits have 
been preserved in the romances of both France and Germany. 

§ 6. But though of Teutonic origin, Oberon in the romance before * 
us has submitted in no slight degree to other influences, and has 
absorbed characteristics from very different sources. His poetic creator 
would seem indeed to have made of him a point de rencontre for those 
three great currents of the narrative poetry of early mediaeval France 
of which we have already spoken. He represents the ideas that 
were identified not only with Frankish history, but also with that of 
Bretagne et Rome la grand. Mainly Frankish in tone, Oberon has 
assimilated some of the spirit not only of Breton romance, but of 
classical and scriptural antiquity, as it was known in the Middle 
Ages. Any one of the curious pedigrees that appear in the various 
versions of the romance illustrates the mingled elements of which 
he is compounded. In the 13th century chanson he thus describes 
his birth, — 

" Jules Cesar me nori bien bou6 ; 
Morge H fee, qui tant ot de biaute, 
Che fu ma mere, si me puist Dir salver. 
^ De ces II fui coccus et engerres." — Vv. 8492-6. 

He is, in fact, a son of Julius Caesar and Morgan le Fay. The former 

in mediaeval legend, it should be borne in mind, is little connected 

with the Caesar of history. With Alexander the Great, to whom he 

is often lineally allied, he shares in the romances the honour of 

typifying papal and imperial Borne, i. e. Christianity and the Western 

Empire, and his introduction into Oberon's genealogy is the mode 

adopted by the poet to explain, as Teutonic mythology fails to do, 

the Christian zeal and crusading fervour, combined with the humane «, 

1 Infra, pp. 153-4 ; Htum de Bordeaux, 6688, et teq. 
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tenderness and sober temperament, by which the dwarf is charac- 
terized in the romance. Even in Ortnit, Alberich, who in so many 
ways is a counterfeit presentment of Huon's fairy king, like most 
dwellers in the enchanted world of Germany, resembles " Puck or 
Robin Goodfellow," and bears no trace of Oberon's " note of bi$»h 
seriousness." His mother, who can be none other than the third 
sister of King Arthur, "a great clerk in nigroinancy," is similarly 
given a place in the pedigree, that her presence may account for the 
Celtic or Breton features implanted in the Oberon of the story of 
Huon. The fear, with which he is at first regarded by the knight 
and his faithful companion, Geratnes, recalls the reputation which, 
the dwarfs usually bear in Breton tradition. 1 The notion that 
IJuon, like Falstaff, 2 had of fairies, — " he that speaks to them shall " 
die," — is not common in purely Teutonic stories. At the same time 
his delicate beauty — his "aungelyke vysage" — connects him with 
another aspect of Celtic mythology, while his magic cup, which is 
always full in the hands of the virtuous mau, 8 but is empty in those 
of the sinful, has many parallels in the Arthurian and Gaelic 
romances, but none in those of ancient Germany, or in the early 
Charlemagne cycle. Furthermore, his Asiatic home and the luxuiious 
splendour of his enchanted palaces and attire recall the stories of the 
Caliphs. We may therefore finally conclude that Oberon, as he was 
known in early French literature, was a figure derived from Frankish 
folk-lore, but, that he has not only been enveloped by the author 
of Huon de Bordeaux in traditions of Christian Rome and Brittany, 
but has also been tinged with an Eastern colouring. Such, it may 
be suggested, is a legitimate analysis of his complicated character, ^fly 

§ 7. The intricacies and incongruities that had, as we have seen, 
been foisted on an early and simple legend of Huon, even in the 
13th-century chanson de geste, — the first connected form in which the 
story is extant, — did not prevent it experiencing further complications 

1 Ce caract&re traitre et sournois deg nains est le plus ordinaire dans lea 
traditions bretonnes ; ils ne parlent guere que lorsqu'ils trouvent I'occasion de 
nuire A quelqu'un, comme ici (t. e. in Tristran et Yseult, where King March's 
dwarf denounces them), etc. De la Villemarque\ — Les Romans de la Table 
lionde, p. 421. 

* Mei-ry Wives of Windsor, V. v. 48 : cf. Infra, p. 63. 44 if ye speke to 
hym, ye are lost for euer." 3 Infra t p. 76. 
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at the hands of succeeding jongleurs bdtards. Oberon was a character 
capable of inspiring too lengthy a series of strange adventures to 
allow a speedy arrest of the development of the romance, and the 
10,000 lines of the old poem were lengthened almost immediately 
to 14,000, and ultimately to 30,000 verses. 1 While the story 
of Hnon's quarrel and strife with the Emperor is preserved in 
all the extant versions in its main outlines, the remaniements 
of the later part of the 13th and 14th centuries either endeavour 
to supply their readers with more elaborate information as to Oberon's 
career before he makes the acquaintance of Huon, or extend the 
history of the knight himself until he is firmly seated on the 
throne of fairy land. And a series of stories about his sons and 
daughters and grand-daughters, in many of which he is made to 
play the part of a Deus ex machind, is finally added. Such ampli- 
fications, it need hardly be said, are purely fabulous; they are 
crowded with incidents hopelessly irrational, and often brutally 
unnatural ; and a perusal of them must lead every reader to worship 
with a whole heart at the shrine of Cervantes, who ultimately suc- 
ceeded in directing into other channels the perverse ingenuity of the 
authors of like fictions. 

§ 8. No less than seven continuations of Huon are extant; 
four of them have been introduced into the prose version, and form, 
as in his original, the concluding chapters of Lord Berners' transla- 
tion. The greater number of these extensions may be found in a 
unique 14th-century manuscript now at Turin. 2 The document opens 
with a lengthy metrical prologue entitled Le Roman (FAuberon, 
Hbich is one of the most remarkable examples of the confused 
historical notions of mediaeval writers with which I remember to 
have met. It is based for the greater part on detached verses of the 

1 The French MSS. of the metrical romance may be arranged thus : — 

(1) Tours MS. (10,000 w.). 13th cent 

(2) Paris MS. I. (14,000 vv.). 13th cent. 

(3) Turin MS. (30,000 vv.). 14th cent 

(4) Paris MS. LL (Alexandrine remaniement). 15th cent. 

(5) Hamilton MS. 1341. 

* The fullest description of the MS. and its contents may be found in 
11 L. Oautier. Les Epopies Francoises, iii. 742. Prof. Graf has printed the 
introductory poem to which I refer as Part I. of a series entitled / compli- 
ment i deUa Chanson tfHuon de Bordeaux, Halle a/S. 1878. 

CHARL. BOM. VI. C 
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13th-century chanson of Huon, combined with copious extracts from 
the Arthurian romances, and much Oriental and Scriptural imagery. 
J udas Maccabaeus is the hero of its first pages. After fighting with the 
Saracens, he marries a Saracen princess, and has by her a daughter, 
Brunehaut, who is destined by the fairies to pass her life in fairy 
land. Nevertheless, she is wooed and won by Julius Cse-ar; but 
her married life proves unhappy, and her husband at length deserts 
her, when on a visit to the court of King Arthur, for Morgan le 
Fay. Of the last union Oberon is the offspring, and, after many 
chivalric adventures at King Arthur's court, Caesar's son at a 
dangerous crisis receives assis'ance from the dishonoured Brunehaut 
on condition of befriending Huon, of whose existence he thus hears 
for the first time. The old tale of the knight of Bordeaux then 
follows, and it is succeeded by five chansons detailing the adventures 
of Huon's descendants. 

Of the first part of the extended romance (La Clianson (TEsclara- 
monde) Huon's wife Eeclaramonde is the heroine. Eaoul the 
Emperor of Germany, smitten with love for her, lays siege to Bor- 
deaux, and Huon in order to gain assistance sets sail for the East. 
His adventures there are more astonishing than before. In his 
wanderings he meets with Judas Iscariot and Cain, and finds apples 
of youth with which to rejuvenate all his friends. One of his ex- 
periences is identical with an adventure of the third calendar in the 
Thousand and One Nights, repeated in the so-called Travels of Sir 
John Mandeville, But Huon survives all his dangers ; with Oberon's 
aid Bordeaux is saved, and the knight and his wife are conducted on, 
a winged horse to fairy land, on the throne of which the former 
at length seated. The wooing of Clarisse or Clariette, the eldest 
daughter of Huon and Esclaramonde, is the subject of another 
preposterous addition (La Chanson de Clarisse et Florent). Courted 
by all the princes of Europe, from Hungary to Aragon, she is sub- 
jected to every variety of persecution. But she finds a true champion 
in Florent, the son of Peter of Aragon, with whom Huon, in his rdle 
of king of fairy land, ultimately unites her. 1 The adventures of Ide, 

1 M. Gaston Paris sees in this story the influence of the well-known 
romance of Aucassin et Nicole tte See the notes on chaps. 158, et teq. 
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the daughter of Clariette and Florent {La Chanson tflde et d' Olive), 
immediiteJy follow in the Turin manuscript, and here the imagination 
of the author assumes very repulsive features. Ide, to escape from 
the incestuous advances of her own father, travels in man's clothing 
to the court of the German Emperor, and is forcibly married to his 
daughter, who has been unhappy enough to fall in love with the 
stranger. But a strange divine interposition at length extricates the 
actors from their carious embarrassment. The lengthy series of stories 
concludes with an account of the misfortunes of Godin, a son of 
Huon (La Chanson de Godin), whose enemies are only routed by 
his father's enchantments. 

§ 9. Another version of Huon's adventures after his reconciliation 
with the French Emperor is found in a unique manuscript in the 
National Library at Paris, which is usually referred to the 15th 
century. Three years pass, and the knight leaves Bordeaux for 
Oberon's dominions. After passing through Borne and visiting the 
Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem, he is welcomed to Fairyland, and amid 
gorgeous ceremonies crowned its king. Dangers, however, beset him 
even here. He has to fight a lengthy war with a tribe of giants, 
but after overcoming them, his wife, and a daughter Judic, of whom 
the writer says, " plus belle rien ne vit nulz hons vivant," come to 
share his kingdom. The manuscript breaks off when Huon is just 
entering on a new war. Another manuscript of the same date as 
the former contains the romance wholly rewritten and amplified in 
Alexandrine verse. It is of interest mainly for the familiar references 
rit makes to another amplification of the story, le livre de Croissant, 
Breat-grandson of Huon, which is only extant in the prose versions. 

Of other forms of the story we know very little. A beautiful 
manuscript in the Hamilton collection — le Roman du Loyal Comte 
Huon, bearing the date of 1341 — may or may not be a copy of one of 
the manuscripts which have been described as unique. So far as we 
know, it has never been examined by the French critics of mediseval 
literature, and I have been unable to obtain a glimpse of it. 1 There 

1 My only knowledge of this MS. is derived from an account of the 
Hamilton MSS. recently sold to the German Government, and now I believe 
in Berlin, that appeared in the Atheruenm, November 11th, 1882. The 
description is as follows : — Huon, de Bordeaux : Le Roman du Loyal Comte 

C2 
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exists, however, in the Dutch language two versions of the story, 
which are of interest as proofs of its uhiquitousness, if of little else. 
One in verse, dated ahout 1400, tells the tale of Huon's return from 
the East with a few slight variations from the tale as told in the 
13th century chanson de geste. The other is in prose of the first half 
of the 16th century. 1 It is very short, and the fact that the place of 
Gerames, Huon's companion in the French romance, is taken there by 
Aleaume (Alelmus), an uncle of the knight, who figures in the Chronicle 
of Albericus Trium Fontium, leads me to suppose that it is based on the 
chanson in some slightly earlier form than any now extant in France. 

§ 10. After so varied an existence as I have here sketched, the 
romance of Hxvon was finally reduced to prose in 1454. It was im- 
mediately based on the previous metrical versions, and probably the 
manuscript, now in Turin, was most frequently in the hands of its 
author. Only one difference of any importance is noticeable in the 
course of the story of Huon and Oberon. The latter's genealogy is 
slightly developed, and he is credited with other maternal relatives 
„ than those mentioned in the metrical romances. According to the 
prose story his mother was the lady of the island of Cephalonia, " who 
was sum tyme wel belouyde of the fayre Florimont of Albaney." But 
deserting Florimont, " who as then was yonge," she married another 
by whom she was the mother of Neptanabus and the grandmother of 
"Alexander y e grate." Her charms subsequently attracted "Sezar 
as he crossed to Thesalee wher as he fought with Pompee," and thus 
Julius Csesar was his father as in the previous versions. The 
reference to Florimont shows that the prosateur was acquainted wit^ 
Aimes de Yarenne's romance of that name, which, in the spirit of tlfl 
poetical amplifiers, he doubtless laid directly under contribution wheS 
altering the pedigree of his fairy king. 2 The prose reduction, which 

Huod, in verse, a manuscript on vellum of the 14th century, being dated 1341. 
It is ornamented with 76 curious paintings illustrating the romance. 

1 Cp. Huyge von Bourdeup, ein Niederlandisches Yolksbuch, herausgegeben 
von Ferdinand Wolf. Stuttgart, 1800. An original prologue gives some 
additional information as to Charles's history before the opening of the story. 
His wife is Hildegaert ; she has three sons and three daughters. 

2 Florimont is an early French romance, touching the ancestry of Alex- 
ander of Macedon. It has- itself undergone a development very similar to 
that of Huon. In its earliest form it has been referred to the 12th century. 
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has no other claim to originality, includes besides the legend of Huon 

the stories " of those that issued fro him." Three of the suites of the 

Turin manuscript, viz. : (1) the story of Esclaramonde, (2) that of 

Clariette and Florent, and (3) that of Ide and Olive, have been 

incorporated with it, and the last portion contains the romance of 

Croissant, which, as we have noted, has not found a place among the 

metrical remaniements, and occurs here for the first time. The prose 

version was undertaken, an introductory note tells us, at the express 

desire of two great lords at the court of Charles VII. — Charles de 

Rochefort and Hugues de Longueval, and of a third person, Pierre 

Ruotte. No manuscript of it exists, though it doubtless was largely 

read in that form by the noblemen at the court of Louis XI., by 

whom compositions of the kind were held in high esteem. It was 

printed for the first time at Paris in 1513 by Michel Lenoir. 1 

§ 11. Of the popularity of the romance in France there is no lack 

of evidence, and to grasp its real position in continental literature, 

I may briefly dwell on it here. Many references to Huon and his 

adventures occur in the chansons de geste of a later date than the one 

to which he gives his name. His relationship to Oberon made a deep 

impression on subsequent poets. He is commonly known to them as 

Huelin k la clere faction 
A qui fist tout de bien le bon roi Oberon, 

and elaborate attempts are often made to connect him and his father, 
Sevin de Bordele, in genealogical tables with other great families of the 
Charlemagne cycle. The number of extant poetical remaniements is 
Jtself a proof of the favour the tale met with in the middle ages, and 
he wide dissemination of the prose version of the story in later times 
is attested by the number of editions through which it passed. In the 
1 6th century it was reprinted no less than six times, and not only at 
Paris, but also at Rouen and Lyons. In the 17 th century seven new 
editions were published, and others followed in rapid succession in 

1 The colophon of the earliest British Museum copy, which is the only 
French prose version I have consulted, bears date le xxvi iour de nouembre 
mil. v. eens et treize. Brunet (Afanvel du Libraire s. v.) gives the date of 
the oldest copy known in France as le xxiiij iour de decembre mil cinq cent et 
teize. The printer is also Michel Lenoir. The Brit. Mus. copy (12341. i. 12) 
is therefore probably the earliest edition known. No French editor has noted 
an earlier edition than that of 1516. 
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subsequent years. 1 A curious fortune awaited the book in the reign 
of Henry IL The romance was dramatized, and a religious guild at 
Paris, whose members were known as " les confreres de la passion et 
resurrection de nostre sauveur et redempteur Jhesus Christ," under- 
took its performance during the Christmas festivities of the year 1557. 
Upon very few of the Charlemagne epics, as we have had occasion to 
remark already, has the honour of a dramatic version been conferred, 
and the fact that Hiion of Bordeaux was selected for the distinction is 
an emphatic proof of the high place it held in popular esteem. But 
objections were taken to the proposed representation. The Provost 
refused to allow the preparations to proceed, and the actors had to 
appeal to the Parlement of Paris, to enable them to carry out their 
original intention. Their petition, which gr» atly agitated the French 
capital, was granted with the limitation that lejeu de Huon was not 
to be performed within the hours " durant lesqut lles se celebre le divin 
service par les eglises et parroises de ceste ville, et ce le lendemain de 
la feste de la Nativite* Nostre seigneur et sans suandale." The opposi- 
tion to the performance was probably due in great part to the strictly 
religious character that the theatre in France bore at the time. Other 
indications of the general attention bestowed upon the romance are to 
be found in the French historical literature of the 17th century, where 
it is treated as a work of high historical authority, and Huon himself 
is seriously described as one of the heroes " of the antique woild," to 
whose valour the development of southern France was mainly due. 2 
In Germany it will be remembered that VVieland has based on the 
French prose romance of Huon, published in 1778 in an abridged 
form, his long poem of Oberon. Whatever opinion we may hold of its 
literary value, to it is due a wide extension of Huou's and Oberon's 
x popularity on the continent. 8 

§ 1 2. The first edition of Lord Berners' English translation of the 

1 Brunet, Manuel du Libraire, 8. v. 

2 M. Guessard's Huon, pp. xxvij — xxxiiij 

3 M. Girardin (Court de litteratnre dramatiqve, iii. p. 235) has elabor- 
ately compared Wieland's poem with the old romance, and with justice com- 
plains of the incongruous idyllic sentiment introduced into the story of Huongs 
relations with Esclaramonde, whom Wieland has rechristened Russia, and of the 
complicated passions that the German poet foists upon his characters. Wie- 
laud's Oberon was published in 1780. 



Digitized by 




§ 12. THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION*. 



xxx ix 



romance is wholly based on the French prose version. 1 Chapter by 
chapter it follows the printed copy of 1513, which may fairly be 
regarded as its original, and the translator has performed his task with 
the utmost fidelity. The book is of the highest rarity. For many 
years collectors imagined it to be irrecoverably lost, 2 but a copy, the 
only one of which we have any information at present, was sold at 
the sale of Dr. Bliss's library, and at the Corsser sale in 1869, when 
it was purchased by the late Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, and it is 
now the property of his son. 3 Two copies of a third edition of the 

1 Tabulating the results which have been arrived at as to the various 
portions of the prose story, Lord Berners* translation may be arranged thus : — 

LORD BEBNEBfi' TRANSLATION. WHENCE DERIVED (*T II ROUGH THE 

FRENCH PROSR OBI O IN A L). 

L Chapters 1-85 (included in part I). I. The xiiith century Chanson de 

Qeste of Huon as it appears in 
the Turin MS. 

a. Chaps. 1-20. a. Vv. 1-2000 = an old Carlo- 

vingian legend. 

/3. Chaps. 21-85. /3. Vv. 2000-10041 = later story 

of Oberon. 

^ f II. Chaps. 86-157. II. La Chanson eT'Esclarainonde in 

^ § the Turin MS. 

£5 111. Chaps. 168-173 III. La C/tanson de Clarisse et 

S*i Florent in the Turin MS. 

5| IV. Chaps. 174-180. IV. La Clianson d'Ide et Olive in 

1 2 the Turin MS. 

£° tv. Chaps. 181 -end. V. La Roman de Croissant, referred 

to in the Paris MS. (II.) of the 
Alexandrian rifacimento, but not 
known elsewhere. 

Of the extant amplifications Le liftman d'Auberon, the story of Huon in 
Fairyland (in the Paris MS. I.) and the tale of Godin (in Turin MS.) are 
excluded from the prose versions. 

8 Cf. Ritson's and Douce's MS. notes reprinted from a copy of the 3rd 
edition, infra, p. lvi. 

8 Through whose hands the copy has passed in previous centuries we do 
not know. Early in the 16th century it was probably in the hands of some 
love-sick youth who, in the writing of that date, has placed on the margin of 
Lord Crawford's copy (fols. cviii, back, and cix) the following lines: — 

My faythfull hart dothe loue right well 

Her that I can not atayne : 

Wherfore ther is no towng can tell 

The grefes that I sustayne. 

If I showlld spend a sumers day 

To wrytte in verse or prose, 

I cowl Id ray dolent mynd display, 

Nor yet hallf my loue disclose. 
In the seventh line not has been erased, and my superscribed, but both are 
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English romance are also extant, — one at the British Museum, and 
the other at the Bodleian Library, — and it is stated on their title- 
pages that the rude English of the earlier editions has been here 
corrected and amended. Of the intervening edition no trace has yet 
been found. 

§ 1 3. The life of Lord Berners, the English translator of the story, 
whose name has been " canonized in Fame's eternal calendar " as the 
translator of Froissart, forms an interesting but little-known chapter 
of our political and literary history, and a brief summary of such 
facts as I have been able to collect together will tend to give the 
romance before us an additional interest Born probably at Tharfield 
in Hertfordshire about 1469, Anthony k Wood 1 is of opinion that, 
like Tiptoft, the Earl of Worcester, whom in point of literary culture 
he closely resembles, Berners was educated at Balliol College, Oxford. 
As early as 1474 he succeeded to the title of his grandfather, John 
Bourchier, who had been created Baron Berners 8 in 1455 and was 
a descendant of Edward III. through his mother, and a younger 
brother of Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury (1454-1486). 
On the marriage of one of the royal princes in 1477 he was knighted, 
and in 1484 at the early age of fifteen Lord Berners would seem to 
have entered into very active political life. He apparently joined in 
a premature attempt to raise Henry, duke of Richmond, to the throne, 
and on its failure he had to flee to Brittany. 8 After the accession 
of Henry VI T., who had received much assistance from his friends, 
Berners came prominently forward in English politics. In 1492 he 
entered into a contract " to serue the king in his warres beyond see on 
hole yeere with two speres." 4 Five years later he gave signal aid in 

needful for the sense. The copy sold for £19 at Dr. Bliss's sale, and £85 at 
the Corsser sale. 

1 Anthony a. Wood, Athenm Oxonienses, i. 72; see also Fuller's Hertford- 
shire Worthiety p. 32. By far the best memoir of Lord Berners is that prefaced 
to Mr. Utterson's edition of his translation of Froissart, but it is very 
imperfect. (Loud. 1812), i. pp. 4-23. 

2 Dugdale's Baronage, ii. 129. Lord Berners' father is described as 
Humphry Bourchier, aud was slain at the battle of Barnet, and buried at 
Westminster Abbey. His mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Frederick 
Tilney and widow of Sir Thomas Howard, knight. The first Lord Berners was 
the youngest son of the Earl of Ewe, whose heir was created Earl of Essex by 
Edward IIL * Hardyng's Chronicle (ed. Ellis, 1832), p. 529. 

4 Rymer, Foedera, xii. 479. 
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§ 13. THK POLITICAL CAREER OF LORD BERNERS. xli 

crushing a rebellion of Cornishmen against Henry VIL's tax-gatherers 
under Michael Joseph, the blacksmith, and from that date he was 
received with high favour at court, as " a martial man, well seen in all 
military discipline." 1 Henry VIII. we know from many circum- 
stances to have been intimately acquainted with him. In 1513 he 
travelled in the king's retinue to Calais, 2 and was present with the 
English army at the capture of Terouenne, where he performed services 
of no little valour. The war in Scotland was also probably conducted 
under his superintendence, and he was marshal in the Earl of Surrey's 
army about the time when Flodden Field was fought* On the 
occasion of the marriage of Princess Mary to Louis XII., 4 Lord Berners 
was appointed Chamberlain to the English Queen of France, 5 but 
he had no intention of remaining permanently abroad. He had 
already been granted by the king (18th May, 1514) the reversion to 
the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, 6 and in 1516 (28th May) he 
was apparently inducted into the honourable post. 7 Arrayed in his 
official robes he at a later date sat for his portrait to Hans Holbein, 
the painter to Henry VIIL's court. 8 In 1518 Berners was sent with 
the Archbishop of Armagh, a notable diplomatist of the day, on a 
special mission to Spain to form a lasting alliance between Henry 
VIII. and Charles of Spain, and the letters of the envoys represent 
Lord Berners suffering from a severe sickness. 9 He is, however, at 
times well enough to send home to Henry VIII. accounts of the 
bull-baiting aud other sports that took placS in the Spanish capital. 
Negotiations dragged on from April to December, and money was 
not sent from England with such regularity as to enable the ain- 

• Fuller, p. 27. Walpole's Royal and Noble Authors, i. 239 

1 Brewer's Letters and Papers of Henry VIII., i. nos. 4307, 4314. &c. 
3 Ibid. i. 4375. « Oct. 9, 1514. 6 Ibid. i. 5483. 

• No. 6097. T Ibid. ii. no. 1946. 

• Wornum's edition of Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting, i. 82. In one hand 
he holds a lemon, which is thought to have been regarded as a safeguard 
against plague infections, and perhaps alludes to Lord Berners 1 escape from the 
disease, while attending to the duties of his office. The picture is now in the 
possession of the Hon. H. Tyrwhitt Wilson, a lineal descendant of Lord Berners, 
and is at Keythorpe Hall, Leicestershire. 

9 Brewer's Letters, ii. 4383, 4436, &c. At times Berners is described as 
sick in bed, and the Archbishop has to perform the business of the embassy 
alone. In one letter gout is mentioned as the cause of bis sickness. 
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bassadors to live with comfort or dignity. 1 " God send hit (t. e. the 
embassy) an ende," Bernere writes to Wolsey (26th July, 1518), " for 
we lye here with most charge and expence, horse & man, & in most 
scarcitie of all things as well meate as drink that may be thought." 
Early in 1519 Bern era was again in England, and among the 
noblemen who were ordered to attend the king at The Field of the 
Cloth of Gold his name occurs. His reputation stood at the time 
very high, and the Privy Council gave him a vote of thanks (July 
2nd, 1520) for an account of the interview between the English and 
French kings that he had sent them from France. But Lord Berners* 
busy career was approaching an end. His activity can hardly be 
exaggerated. While holding high state offices, he had frequently 
attended Parliament* and had regularly performed the duties of 
Justice of the Peace for Hertfordshire and Surrey. 2 He had, 
moreover, entered upon several harassing law-suits, touching the 
ownership of several manors in Staffordshire, Wiltshire, and else- 
where, 8 and he was experiencing much pecuniary embarrassment. 
He had borrowed as early as 1511 £350 from the king, 4 and the 
loans were frequently repeated. He had no means wherewith to pay 
his debts : his health was failing, and he apparently desired leisure. 
A vacancy in the governorship of Calais seemed to present a means 
of relieving him of his difficulties, and in December 1520 he was 
appointed deputy of Calais during pleasure with £100 yearly for 
himself and £104 as ' Spyall money.' 6 And the remaining years of 
his life were spent in such retirement as his new position afforded. 

§ 14. It was at Calais that he undertook almost all his literary 
work. He had probably been, like several of his younger contem- 
poraries, a considerable reader from his youth, and may possibly have 
been one of those persons " of noble estate and degree," whom Caxton 
frequently describes as ever ready to assist him in his enterprises. 
Berners doubtless became well acquainted early in life with the French 
and Spanish languages, and thus he was enabled to make direct 

1 Brewer's Letters, ii. no. 4342, 4228, &o. The payments to the embassy 
were 5 marks a day. — it p. 1477. 

* In all the Commissions of the Peace issued for these counties during the 
early years of Henry VIII. 's reign his name appears: v. Brewer's Letters jmsshu. 

* Ibid. iii. nos. 1286-8. * Ibid. i. no. 2044. 6 Ibid. iii. no. 1074. 
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acquaintance with the chivalric romances that formed the popular 
literature of both Spain and France. After his energetic work in 
previous years, time at Calais probably hung heavily on his hands, 
and he tells us that it was " somewhat in eschewing " of idleness 
which "is reputed to be the moder of al vices" that he began 
his labours as a translator. History, whether of fact or fiction, 
was, according to his own confession, his literary passion, u When 
I aduertysed, & remembred the many-folde commodyties of hystorie," 
he writes in the prologue to Froissart's Chronich y "ho we bene- 
fyciall it is to mortall folke, & eke howe laudable, & merytoryous a 
dede it is to write hystories, [I] fixed my mind to do some thynge 
therin, & euer, when this ymaginayon came to me, I volued, tourned 
& redde many volumes, & bokes conteyning famouse histories." And 
it was thus that he was led to undertake the translation of a book 
like Froissart's Chronicles. But he was troubled by little critical 
sensitiveness as to the truth or falsehood of historical records, and 
he interpreted history in the freest possible sense. The impossible 
adventures in some of the books that he " did into our maternal 
tongue," he admitted " to our humayne reason, sholde seme to be 
incredible." "But then," he proceeds, "I called agayne to my 
remembratuice, that I had redde, and seene many a sondrye volume of 
dyuerse noble hy story es, wherein were contayned the redoubted dedes 
of the auncyent inuynsyble conquerours, & of ether ryght famous 
knighte*, who acheued many a straunge & wonderfull aduenture, 
the whyche, by playne letter to our vnderstandynge, sholde seme in a 
maner to be supernaturall ; wherefore I thought that this present 
treatise myght as well be reputed for trotithe as some of those." But 
credulity was by no means the most striking feature of Lord Bemers' 
literary character. There is a humility and simple piety in all his 
original writing that claims the loving respect of his readers. He 
did not presume, he says of one of his books, " to have reduced it in 
to fresshe ornate polysshed Englysshe, for I know myselfe insuffycyent 
in the facondyous arte of rethoryke." He never regarded himself as 
other than " a lerner of the language of Frensshe," although he had 
spent years in studying it. His prefaces invariably concluded with 
a hope that the reader would kindly view his shortcomings, and 
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often with the words : — " In theyr so doynge, I shall praye to God 
that, after this vayne & transytory lyfe, he may hrynge them vnto 
the perdurable joye of heuen. Amen." 1 

§ 15. It was Henry VIII., who had already so often befriended 
Lord Bernere, that first encouraged, if he did not suggest, the 
great undertaking of his literary career — the translation of Froissart's 
Chronicle; and he writes himself that he was moved to the task 
"at the higlie commaundement of ray most redouted souerayne 
& lorde kynge Henry the viii." The first volume of the work 
was published in London in 1523, and the second and last in 
1525. And I regard this translation as Lord Berners' first published 
book. In the introduction he speaks with more than his usual 
modesty as an untried author, and in the tentative tone of a literary 
beginner details the principles of translation he has thought proper 
to adopt He begs all the "readers & herers therof to take this 
my rude translation in gre." "And in that," he continues, "I 
haue not folowed myne authour worde by worde, yet I trust I haue 
ensewed the true reporte of the sentence of the mater : & as for the 
true namyng of all maner of persanages, contreis, cyties, townes, 
ryuers, & felds, whereas I coude not name them properly nor aptely 
in Englysshe, I haue written them accordynge as I founde them in 
frenche." 2 Of the success of the book it is unnecessary to dwell 
here. The noble gentlemen of England, for whom the translator 
stated it to have been written, gave it a warm welcome, and to its 
popularity has been ascribed the taste for historical reading and 
composition by which later literary compositions of the century were 
characterized. 3 The style is vivid and clear, and although a few 
French words have been introduced, Lord Berners has adhered, as a 
rule, so closely to English idiom that the work might almost be 
mistaken for an original English production. It was the longest, as 

1 See besides the Introduction to Froissart, that to Sir Arthur of Lytle 
Brytayne in Utterson's reprint (1812), and to Castel of Love in Walpole's 
Noble Authors, i. 243-4. 

2 These quotations are taken from the earliest edition of the translation 
(1523). 

3 Marsh, Hint of English Language, 1862, pp. 495-501, where a suggestive 
criticism of Berners' translation wiU be found. 




§ 6. OTHER WORK8. § 17. LORD BERNBRfl' DEATH. xlv 

it was the highest in point of literary merit, of any of the few prose 
histories that had appeared in oar language. Hall, Fabian, and 
Holinshed were subsequently all more or less indebted to it, and 
repeated editions, published in Elizabeth's reign, testified to its 
continuous popularity. 

§ 16. The other works that Lord Berners undertook at Calais 
were of a very varied kind. The Charlemagne romance of Huon of 
Bordeaux^ I think it probable, followed Froissart's Clironicle at no 
long interval, although its publication was probably much delayed. 
About the same time he undertook the translation from the French 
of The Hy story of Sir Arthur of Lytle Brytayne (t. e. Brittany), and 
of a Spanish romance known as The Castel of Love. 1 Later he 
rendered into English from a French version Tlie Golden Boke of 
Marcus Aurelius, and although no other works from his pen are 
extant, he is credited by some writers with a 'comedy' entitled 
lte in Vineam, which, Anthony a Wood tells us, was frequently 
acted at Calais after vespers, and a tract on The duties of the 
inhabitants of Calais.* Warton, on the authority of Oldys, also 
ascribes to him a translation of Petrarch. 3 

§ 17. But while engaged in literary pursuits he did not neglect the 
duties of his office. In 1522 he had received the Emperor Charles 
V. before crossing the Channel on a visit to England, and the State 
Papers contain numerous letters from him to Wolsey and other great 
officers of State, as to the provisioning of the fortifications of Calais ; 
as to the distinguished strangers who arrived there; as to the 
movements of the armies of Franco or the Low Countries in the near 
neighbourhood, and like details. 4 But the close of his life does 
not appear to have been a happy one. Weak in health and 
embarrassed by debt, had it not been for the encouragement he 
received from noble lords and ladies, at the special request of one or 
more of whom each of his books was undertaken, he would not, it 
seems, have persisted in his laborious work of translation. 5 He 

1 Walpole's Royal and Noble Author*, i. 242. 

2 Ath. Oxon. i. 33. 3 Warton, Hut of English Poetry , Hi. p. 64. 
* Henry VIII? s Letters, vols. iv. v. vi., passim. 

6 The introduction to Huon of Bordeaux in the Oxf. copy of the 1601 
edition ; see infra, p. li. 
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is bitterly harassed, as his letters show, by his continual lawsuits, 
which begin to touch his Hertfordshire property, and by the loans that 
the king had from time to time made him, and which still remained 
unpaid. In the last years of his life he tried to conciliate his 
Sovereign, who probably demanded payment in no gentle tone, 
by frequent presents of hawks; 1 but Henry apparently looked 
anxiously for the death of his old friend in order to distrain on 
his property for the debts still owing to him. During his last 
illness special agents of the king were despatched with indecent 
haste to watch over Berners* personal possessions in behalf of his 
creditors. At length on March 16, 1533, the end came. 2 Six days 
before, Lord Berners had completed his rendering into English of the 
Golden Boke of Marcus Aurelius, and doubtless knew then that his 
end was near. 8 On his death Henry showed little respect for his 
memory. He at once ordered all his goods in his house or the 
town to be arrested until further notice, and his post to be filled 
immediately. His affairs were found, owing to his illness, to be much 
disordered, but the inventory taken of his property, and, now at the 
Record Office, proves that he lived in no little splendour, and it 
contains an interesting entry stating that eighty books and four 
pictures formed part of his furniture. Unfortunately all details of 
these posses ions are irrecoverably lost. 4 It was thus experiencing 
his full share of the petty vexations of life that Lord Berners passed 
away. To most readers he survives nowadays as a shadowy name ; 
but such details as I have set down show that hi* exploits in the 
various spheres of war, politics, and literature give him a strong claim 
to a place among the worthies of 16th century England. 

§ 18. Of the popularity of all Lord Berners , works, and of Huon in 

1 Cp. Privy Puree Expenses for 1529-31, pp. 54 and 231, where gratuities 
to Lord Berners* servants for bringing the hawks are recorded. 

* Henri/ Villus Papert, vi. nos. 238 and 239. A letter begins bearing date 
March 16, 1533, " My lord deputy is dead." 

9 The first edition of 1534 has in the colophon the words: "Ended at 
Caleis the tenth Daie of Marche, in the yere of the Reigne of our Soveraygne 
Lorde Kyng Henry the VIII. xxiiii." (t. e. 1533). 

4 I carefully examined the inventory in the hope of finding some account 
of Lord Berners' books. All that occurs there on the subject is : — "Item in the 
stody ",y books vz oon of Latten & frenche," and below, "iiij pictours.'' — 
Cp. Brewer's Letters (in Mr. Gairdner's continuation), vi. p. 611. 



§ 18. ROMANCES IN ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND. xlvii 

particular, there is no lack of evidence. Romances from the reign of N 
Henry VIII. to that of Charles I. formed the most popular literature 
in England. Their numbers were prodigious. A brief examination 
of the Stationers? Registers shows with what energy the printers set 
before their public translations of French, Oriental, Italian, and 
Spanish story-books. At the opening of the century Caxton and 
Lord Berners have themselves described how anxiously the noble 
classes, who formed the only contemporary reading public, awaited 
the publication of their translations. Nor, when the stage was at 
the height of its prosperity, did the romances cease to be the favourite 
recreation of the reading classes, which grew in number as the 
century advanced. The plays, it must be remembered, were not 
designed for private perusal Their appearance in print was due 
to fraud and piracy, and was a constant source of complaint with 
authors, managers, and actors. Only a few play-books found their 
ways into the hands of readers, and recourse continued to be 
made to works like those before us. A writer in 1586 tells us 
with what unalloyed delight a country gentleman would listen to 
"pleasant mad-headed knaves, that bee properly learned & will 
reade in diuerse pleasaunt bookes & good Authors : as Sir Guy 
of Warwicke, the foure sonnes of Ammon," and works of like 
description. 1 Edmund Spenser in his famous letter to Sir Walter 
Raleigh writes that it was because he desired to be " most plausible 
and pleasing " that he coloured his allegory " with an historical fiction, 
the which the most part of men delight to read." George Chapman 2 
in 1611 describes a typical Statesman as one who was well acquainted 
with the Oesta Romanorum and similar volumes. Some writers are 
inclined to bestow extravagant eulogy on the romances of Chivalry. 
Thus John Taylor, the water-poet, writes, with perhaps a touch of 
sarcasm, when speaking of their heroes : " In all ages and countries it 
hath euer bin knowne that famous men haue florished, whose worthy 
Actions & Eminency of place haue euer bene as conspicuous Beacons 
Burning & blazeng to the Spectators' view. The sparkes & flames 

1 English Courtier and the Cuntrey Gentleman, 1586, quoted in Mr. 
Furaivall's edition of Captain Cox's Ballads. — Ballad Society, p. xix. 
* Chapman's May Bay, iii. 1. 
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whereof haue sometimes kindled courage in the most coldest & 
effeminate cowards." But such literature had at the same time its 
detractors, as much of it well deserved. Roger Ascham in his 
Scholemaster (1571), like the niece of Don Quixote, regarded all the 
romances as mischief-makers, and complained that even Sir Thomas 
Malory's Morte oV Arthur was full of * slaughter* and 'bawd He.' 1 
Similarly, Francis Meres, in his Palladia Tamia of 1598, censured 
romantic histories as being "no lesse hurtfull to youth then the 
works of Machiavell to age." 2 Robert Burton bitterly complains of 
the gentry : " if they read on a book at any time it is an English 
Chronicle " (like Amanita de Gaule, &c.), " a playe booke or some 
pamphlet of news," 8 and elsewhere he says of " such Inamoratoes as 
read nothing but play-bookes, idle poems," and so forth, that many 
" proue in the ende as mad as Don Quixot."* But nevertheless 
romances continued to be generally read till the time of the Rebellion, 
especially by the half-educated classes. 6 Beaumont and Fletcher in 
their humorous farce of the Knight of the Burning Pestle show how 
chivalric tales fatally disturbed the equanimity of the lower middle 
classes at a little earlier date. 6 

§ 19. Of such popularity and such censure Lord Berners' trans- 
lation enjoyed a full share. His hero for a hundred years was given a 
place among the worthies of antiquity. He is set beside Godfrey of 
Boulogne, King Arthur and his knights in a poem, written shortly 
after the death of Henry VIII., 7 the form of which is almost 
identical with Villon's Ballade des daines mortes, familiar to most 
English readers in Rossetti's exquisite translation. In 1558 the book 
is mentioned in an inventory of the property of Richard Brereton, 

1 Ascham, Scholemaster, p. 80. (Arber's Editiou). Cp. his Toxophilus. 
Pref. 

* Mere's Palladis Tamia, 1598, p. 2608. 

9 Anatomie of Melancholy ed. 1621, p. 183. * Ibid. p. 853. 

6 Cp. London Chavntielceres. 1659, where much popular literature of 
the kind is referred to. — Hazlitt's Dod$ley y vol. xii. 

6 The play was first performed 1613. A grocer's apprentice is there 
driven from his shop by a desire of pursuing feats of arms, and cuts a very 
ridiculous figure. It reached its height of popularity about 1635. 

7 Percy's Folio MS. Ballads and Romances (ed. by Hales and Furnivall), 
1868, iii. p. 171. On the Fall of Princes :— 41 Where is Huon of Bordeaux, 
where is he ? " 




§ 20. OUKRON IN ENGLISH LITERATURE. xlix 

and valued at the high sum (for those days) of xviijd, 1 and in 1572 
the work is referred to among others, in a brief pamphlet, as fit for 
gentlemen's reading. 2 Three years later Master Laneham in his letter, 
descriptive of the Kenil worth festivities of 1575, tells us how Cox, 
the quixotic old Captain of Coventry, who took a leading part in 
the pageants, had Huon of Bordeaux among other famous romances 
"at his fingers' ends." 3 Gervase Markham, a voluminous prose 
writer on practical subjects in Elizabeth's day, in A / Health to the / 
Gentlemanly profession of Seruing men (15^8), has quoted largely 
from Lord Berners' translation, when ingeniously illustrating the 
evil influence of Mammon. 4 Spenser was evidently well acquainted 
with the book, and describes how Sir Guyon, his knight of 
Temperance, 

"knighthood tooke of good Sir Huon's hand, 
When with King Oberon he came to Faery land." 5 

Similarly Huon of Bordeaux is panegyrized by John Taylor, the 
water-poet, in the passage I have quoted above, and bitterly censured 
by Francis Meres and Robert 'Burton. But there exists another 
curious indication of the high place the romance continued to hold 
in popular esteem at the end of the century. An entry in Philip 
Henslowe's Diary proves that it was dramatized and produced in that 
form by the players of the Earl of Sussex in, 1593-4. The note runs 
as follows : — 

Rd at hewen of burdoche, the 28 of desembr 1593 iij u . x". 

Rd at hewen of burdokes, the 3 of Jenewary 1593(-4) xiiij'. 

Rd at hewen, the 11 of Jenewary 1593(-4). 6 v\ 
The play, although no trace of it is now extant, was thus at least 
three times performed. 

§ 20. A review of the position that Huon of Bordeaux holds in our 
literary history would be manifestly incomplete without some reference 

1 Halliwell'8 Folio of Shakespeare, vol. v. p. 85. 

1 A Brief and Necessary Instruction, &c, by E. D. 1572. Quoted from 
Collier by Mr. Furnivall in his introduction to Cox's Ballads. 

3 Nicholas Progresses of Queen Elizabeth. London, 1823, i. 449. Lane- 
ham's letter is here reprinted. 

4 Fol. G, 4. Only two copies of this rare pamphlet are, I believe, known. 
Both are in the Douce collection of the Bodleian Library. See below, chaps, 
cviii.-cx. (the story of the Adamant), whence the passage is taken. 

6 Faerie Queene, bk.^1 i, 6. * Henslowe's Diary (ed. Collier), pp. 81-2. 
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to the Oberon of Elizabethan literature. That the fairy king first 
became known to this country through the agency of Lord Berners' 
version of his story, there cannot be a shadow of a doubt. Chaucer, 
it is true, gave to Pluto the title of " King of Faerie " in his Marchanies 
Tale, 1 but the little dwarf Oberon, with his unapproachable beauty 
and gentle carriage, is the only rightful possessor of the throne of 
fairy land in our literature. The question has before been raised as 
to whether Shakespeare was acquainted with Lord Berners' Huon of 
Bordeaux when he wrote Midsummer Nigltfs Dream. There is no 
obvious identity of spirit between the protector of Huon and the 
husband of Titania, and we can only give a tentative answer. Oberon 
had appeared on the throne of fairy land before Shakespeare produced 
his comedy. In the Faerie Queens he figures in the Antiquitie of 
Faerie as the latest sovereign of the enchanted world. 2 In 1591 the 
fairy king had appeared in a dramatic entertainment, exhibited before 
Queen Elizabeth when on a progress in Hampshire. 3 Similarly, 
he plays a part in Green's tragedy of James IV. (1594), 4 but he 
there retains so few of the characteristics of the French original, and 
holds so incongruous and absurd a position, that we should be loth, 
although many critics have supported the assumption, to believe that 
Shakespeare was under obligation to so despicable a production. The 
Oberon of the great poet's fairy-comedy, although he is set in a 
butterfly environment, still possesses some features very similar to 
those of the romantic fairy king. If he is not brought into relations 
with so purely mundane institutions as the Papacy and the Empire, 
he is concerned in the affairs of Athens. One point in Midsummer 
Night's Dream, moreover, seems to make the relationship between 
the two Oberons a matter of less doubt than has been generally 
allowed. The mediaeval fairy dwells in the East : his kingdom is 
situated somewhere to the east of Jerusalem, in the far-reaching 
district that was known to mediaeval writers under the generic name 
of India. Shakespeare's fairy is similarly a foreigner to the western 

1 Canterbury Tales, line 10,101, &c. 

2 F. Q. t bk. II. x. 75. 8 Harwell's Fd'w of Shakespeare, i. 80. 

4 Tlie Scott ishe story of James the Fourthe slayn at Ffiodden intermixed 
with a pleasant Comedie presented by Oboron hinge of ffayres. — Arber's 
Transcript, ii. 648. 
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world. He is totally unlike Puck, his lieutenant, " the merry wanderer 
of the night," who springs from purely English superstition, and it 
19 stated in the comedy that he has come to Greece " from the farthest 
steep of India." Titania, further, tells her husband how the mother 
of her page-boy gossiped at her side, 1 in their home, " in the spiced 
Indian air by night-fall." 2 And it will be remembered that an 
Indian boy causes the jealousy of Oberbn. Some portions of the 
romance I, therefore, believe Shakespeare to have assimilated, and to 
be still visible in his ethereal play. The inference is perhaps 
supported by a direct reference to Huon of Bordeaux, as some 
commentators have regarded it, in another of Shakespeare's comedies. 
In Much Ado About Nothing, Benedick offers among the many 
u embassages " he would undertake rather than hold three words with 
Beatrice, to fetch you the hair of the Great Cham's Beard," 3 and it 
has been supposed that we have here an allusion to Huon's endeavour 
to obtain the beard of the Admiral of Babylon. 4 The origin of the 
later Oberons of Drayton, Randolph, and Herrick calls for no com- 
ment here. They are obviously based on Shakespeare's own fairy king. 

When Lord 66™^^' translation ceased to be read, the achieve- 
ments of Hnon of Bordeaux lapsed into obscurity. But his story was 
curionsly revived at the beginning of this century. Wieland, the 
German poet, as I have said already, based on Huon of Bordeaux 
his poem of Oberon, and Mr. Sotheby's English translation of the 
production gained great popularity in this country. Upon it, moreover, 
was based the libretto of Weber's opera of Oberon, which was written > 
for and first performed in a London theatre (April 12, 1826). It is 
thus that the name of the knight of Bordeaux, as the hero of the 
opera, has found brief mention in one of Thackeray's novels. 6 

1 M. If. D. H. ii. 65-6. * Ibid. II. ii. 10. » Much Ado, IL i. 263. 
4 Halliwell's Folio of Shakespeare, iv. 77. Cartwright in his Siege, or 
Lore's Convert, 1651, p. 157, ban imitated the passage and brought it into 
closer harmony with Huon's mission. 

" Fetch yon a hair of the Great Cham's beard ; 
No more 1 Yd thought you would have bid me pull 
The Parthian king by th' beard, or draw an eye- tooth 
From the jaw royall of the Persian monarch." 
1 Newcomes, i. 115. J. J. Ridley when listening to Miss Cann's feeble 
piano-strumming imagines he sees before him " Sir Huon of Bordeaux sailing 
t>p the quay with the Sultan's daughter of Babylon." 
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§ 21. The bibliography of Lord Bemers' translation demands some 
fuller attention than we have already given it. The editio princeps is 
a black-letter folio of 191 leaves, and is embellished by grotesque 
initial-letters, and by numerous woodcuts which are more than once 
repeated, and often indicate much delicacy of workmanship. It is 
in many ways imperfect. The book almost certainly began, like 
Caxton's romances, and the other extant works of Lord Berners, with 
an address to the reader, followed by " a table with all the chapiters 
as they stande in the boke in order," both of which the extant 
volume is without. In its present condition it abruptly opens with 
the statement that "here begynnethe the boke of duke Huon of 
Burdeaux, and of them that issuyd fro him." The last page is 
likewise missing, and half of the last but one has been torn away. 
Thus we have lost the colophon with its record of the date of the 
work. It is therefore a difficult matter to state precisely to what 
year its publication should be assigned. We have some external 
evidence to guide us, and the internal character of the book and its 
typography may give some assistance. But it is a question which we 
cannot decide with absolute certainty. 

A few of the facts in Lord Berners* career will aid us in fixing 
approximately the time during which the book was written. 

The length of the romance of Huon precludes us from supposing 
that it could have been completed before his retirement to Calais ; 

^and, if I am right in assuming that Froissart's Chronicles was the 
first literary work that he produced, we must pronounce Huon to 

.have been translated between 1525, the date of the completion of 
Froi88art, and 1533, the year of Lord Berners* death. But whether 
it was published within that period, other external evidence renders 
by no means certain. I believe that like the Golden Boke of 
Marcus Aurelius, and possibly other of his works, it was published 
posthumously through the aid of an old friend. 

In the Oxford copy of the third edition, dated 1601, occurs some 
thirty lines bearing the superscription — TJie printer to the Historie 
ensuing — and an examination of this prefatory note which, I can- 
not doubt, was reprinted, with some revision, from the first and 
probably the second editions, will, we hope, materially aid us in 
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settling the question. The preface is divisible into two parts. The 

first rehearses in general terms the uses to which the good examples 

of such chivalric knights as Huon may be put, and resembles so 

closely in style and sentiment the introductory notes written by Lord 

Berners' own hand in his other works as to create a presumption 

in favour of the belief that it has been rewritten in somewhat 

heightened language from his own manuscript. 1 The second details 

the circumstances under which the romance came to be translated 

and printed. The concluding half runs as follows : — 

" Hence ensued (t. e. from the desire to promulgate heroic 

examples — as expressed in the opening sentences) that desertfull 

& worthy to bee remembred purpose, of Sir John Bourchier, 

Knight, Lord Berners, when not onely in the woorke of Huon 

of Bourdeaux, but many other famous translations of like conse- 

1 For purposes of readier comparison, and to prove that the prologue in the 
1601 edition, does not contradict, with any internal evidence, my belief that 
it has been taken from the first edition with possibly some " amendment,'* I 
have printed the opening sentence of it and the Fromart prologue side by side. 



FROISSART. 

What condygne graces & thankes 
ought men to gyue to the writers of 
history es, who with their great la- 
bours, haue done so moche profyte to 
the humayne lyfe : they shewe, open, 
manifest, k declare to the reader by 
example of olden antiquitie & what 
we shulde enquere, desyre k folowe : 
k also what we shulde eschewe, auoyde 
k utterly flye : for whan we (beynge 
vnexpert of chances) se, beholde k rede 
the auncyent gestes k dedes, howe k 
with what labours, daungers k paryls 
they were gested k done, they right 
greatly admonesh, ensigne k teehe, vs 
howe we maye lede forthe our lyues : 
k farther he that hath perfyte know- 
ledge of others ioye, welth k highe 
prosperite k also trouble, sorowe k 
great aduersyte, hath thexpert doc- 
tryne of all parylles ; . . . What 
knowledge shulde we haue of auncyent 
thynges past, k historic were nat? 
whiche is the testy mony thereof, the 
lyght of trouthe, the maystres of the 
lyfe humayne, the presydent of remera- 
braunce Jcthe messangerof antiquyte. 



HUON. 

The foundation of all true fame 
k repute, which in this world is 
most to be reckoned of k esteemed, 
(according to the opinion of all writers 
both ancient k moderne) consisteth in 
bold, honourable, k heroycall resolu- 
tion, which enflames the soule with a 
continuall thirsting desire, of pursu- 
ing braue k generous purpose, per- 
forming of high k adventurous 
actions, which (when their bodies are 
mantled up in the obscure moulde of 
earth) leaueth their names cannon- 
ized in Fames aeternall Calender, k 
renounes them as rare presidents to 
all following Posterities. 
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quence by him perfourmed, he gaue witnesse to the world of so 
laborious an endeavour, & (as it were) squared out an excelent 
platfourme for generous imitation. But let me not herewithal forget, 
that the right noble Earle of Huntingdon, Lord Hastings, was a 
continuall spurre to him in the pursuite of such paines, & likewise a 
cheerfull encourager of me in the imprinting, assisting euer both with 
his purse & honorable countenance the travaile that sorted so good 
example. Which being now finished & made compleat, etc" The 
colophon of the same volume states similarly that the translation was 
undertaken by Lord Berners at the request of Lord Hastings, Earl of 
Huntingdon. 

We have here a clear allusion to Lord George Hastings, who was 
the companion of Lord Berners in more than one of his campaigns in 
France, and who was created Earl of Huntington in 1530, after 
which date these sentences must have been written. Similarly, it 
will be noticed that the reference to Lord Berners* labours is couched 
in the past tense, and could scarcely have been penned in his life- 
time (i. e. before 1533). The services done by Lord Huntingdon to 
the printer here commemorated are, however, clearly connected 
with the first publication of the romance, — with the printing of 
Lord Berners' manuscript. The expression of thanks for his aid is 
directly rendered to the Earl, so that the preface and the book, to 
which it refers, must have been printed while he was still alive, — that 
is, before 1542, the year of his death. We should therefore assign 
the first edition to some date after 1533, and before 1542. 

The conclusion is supported by the opinion of bibliographical 
experts. Lowndes, in the Bibliograplier y s Manual* stated that he 
believed it to have been printed by Copland about 1540, but the 
date we are inclined to think is too late by about six years. It is 
also improbable from a comparison of Lord Crawford's Huon with the 
type and woodcuts of works from William Copland's press that he was 
the printer. No folio romances, it should further be remembered, 
were printed by him before 1550. Mr. William Pickering, who care- 
fully examined the type and paper of the unique copy of the first 
edition, judged that it proceeded from the press of Wynkyn de Worde 

1 1850, p. 1146. 
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or Pynson. 1 Mr. R A. Graves of the British Museum, whose opinion 
is of a high value in a question of this kind, although he has been 
unable to find any book with exactly the same type, woodcuts, or 
initial letters, as in the one before us, has arrived at the conclusion 
that in its typographical features it most closely resembles the works 
of Wynkyn de Worde. The differences between the type and initial 
letters, for instance, of the present book and Wynkyn de Worde's 
Boke named Vie Boiall, are certainly minuter than in any other 
works of the time that I have examined. Wynkyn de Worde died 
towards the end of the year 1534, and was engaged at his press 
until the last My final conclusion, therefore, is that Lord Crawford's 
copy of Huon of Bordeaux should be dated about 1534 (*. c. after 
March 16th, 1533, and before January, 1535), and that Wynkyn de 
Worde was its printer. 

It is still more difficult to determine the date of the second edition, 
which has been wholly lost. No trace of it appears in the Stationer/ 
Registers. But the colophon of the third edition, which was prob- 
ably a rough reprint by an enterprising bookseller of the second 
edition, itself doubtless a reprint of the first, may enable us to fix 
the year of publication. It is there stated that the book was 
translated by Lord Berners u in the year of our Lord God one 
thousand five hundred three score and ten." Such an assertion 
taken literally is wholly gratuitous, but it seems probable that it 
applies to the date of the second edition, whence the words were 
erroneously copied into the third. Lord Berners* romance may there- 
fore be said to have been published for a second time in 1570. The 
fact that several bibliographers at the beginning of the century 
assert distinctly that Huon of Bordeaux was printed by Copland, 
makes it just possible that the second edition came from his press. 

1 Mr. W. C. Hazlitt {Handbook to Popular Literature of Great Britain, 
1867, p. 289) states it to have been published by Robert Red borne, in 1535. 
The entry of the book in the catalogue of the Corner sale, makes it clear that 
Pickering's opinion, which is quoted by several authorities in favour of 
Redborne, was as we have stated it above. It is worth noting that several 
cuts resembling those in Huon appear in Pynson's Sege and dyttruccyon of 
Troye (1513). They are, however, less finished, and are evidently taken from 
wholly different blocks. It is just possible that they were copied by the 
engraver who worked the Huon illustrations. 
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The circumstance that he was the leading publisher of romantic 
literature at the time, strongly supports the inference. 

The edition of 1601, of which, as I have noted, two copies are 
extant, calls for some comment. It is evidently carelessly edited, 
and has incorporated, I have shown, features peculiar to the first 
and second edition indifferently. Its title-page runs as follows : — 
" The / ANCIENT / honorable, famous /and delightfull Historic of 
Huon of / Bourdeaux, one of the peeres / of Fraunce and Duke of 
\Guyenne / Enterlaced with the loue of many La/dies as also the 
fortunes & aduentures of Knights* / errant, their amorous Seruants / 
Being now the Third time imprinted & the rude 'Eng/lish corrected 
and amended. / London. Printed by Thomas Pur/oot, and are to be 
sould by / Edward White, at his shop at the little North dore / of 
Poules at the signe of the Gunne. 1601." 1 

Neither the copy at the British Museum, nor that at the 
Bodleian library is quite perfect. The former wants the last pages, 
and from the laUer some twenty pages towards the end are missing. 8 
They are in black-letter octavos, but in type and paper are very inferior 
to the first edition, and are without woodcuts. A rude attempt has 

1 1. The Brit. Mus. copy (C. 40d. 42) has on the fly-leaf a MS. note by 
Mr. Uttereon, who reprinted several of Lord Berners' works at the beginning 
of this century. It runs as follows: — "This is the only copy of L d Berners' 
translation of Huon of Bordeaux I have ever met with, although in search of 
it for many years." — E. V. U. " The writing on the last page," it continues, 
in reference to the beautiful manuscript imitations of priut which stands in 
place of the lost pages, *'in completion of the work, is, I am told by a 
competent hand (?) that of the late Mr. Henderson, the Tragedian, to whom, 
therefore, it is fair to infer the volume had formerly belonged." On the same 
page is the autograph of '* R. Farmer," and in two different hands (probably 
of booksellers) are set the prices £0 10*. $d. and £1 lOx. Od. 

2. The Bodleian copy belonged to Douce, and in his hand appear the 
following MS. notes: — I. "This the third edition, no other is known at 
present to exist." IL "Tho' i have entered the frl title in my list, it neither 
appears where there is a copy of it nor how i am authorized to say Lord 
Berners was the translator for w fk however i presume there is good authority " 
(Ritson). This copy is further stated iu another note to have been bought at 
Major Pearson's sale for £1 1#. Od., and at Mr. Stevenson's sale for £1 5s. Od. 

2 In the Bodleian copy, all between chapters 166 and the middle of chapter 
171, and between chapter 176 and the last page of the last chapter 181 is missing. 
It, however, possesses the preface which we have already discussed, and a table 
of the chapters, both of which the British Museum copy is without. The 
latter copy has lost its proper title-page and colophon. They are ivritten in 
printed characters. 
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been made to revise the language of the translation, and to adapt its 
style to the euphuistic prose of the later part of the 16th century. 
But after the first few pages the reviser of the " rude English " has 
abandoned any intention of radically " correcting " the text, and he 
has contented himself with translating the conspicuously obsolete 
words and phrases into their more modern equivalents. His labour 
has for us a very high value. A comparison of the first and third 
editions very adequately illustrates the change our language had 
undergone, between the early and the late years of the century, and 
the variant readings of the latter have therefore been collated in the 
present edition with Lord Berners' own version and printed at the 
bottom of each page. 1 

Of a later edition of Hnon of Bordeaux we have no positive 
information, but the following entry in the Stationers* Register in 
1615 proves that its copyright continued to be of value to the 
publisher, and that it may possibly have been subsequently reprinted. 

Sexto Novembris : 1615 

Master Pnrfoote / Entred for bis copies by order of a full Court 
holden this Day air theis following which were 
the copies of Master Thomas Pnrfoote his father 
Deceased X* 

vizi. 

T/ie History of Hiion of Burdeaux. 3 

§ 22. Thus it will be seen that Lord Berners' rendering of the 
romance before us has many points of interest for English readers. 
To the bibliophile the first edition has infinite attractions. All Lord 
Berners' works are in his eyes to be more coveted than " fine gold," 
but none has so painfully tantalizing a bibliographical history as the 
book before us. By the student of language the work must likewise 
be highly valued. The translator's literary style displays, as well as 
he could desire, the capacity of the English language at the date of 
its composition, and the presence of a third edition of a later date 

1 With Part II. will be published an essay on the linguistic points of 
difference between the two editions. 

* Arber's Transcript, II L 2G5*. Hnon stands among a number of other 
books ; next above it is The boohe of Palmestrye, and below, Tlie Italian 
tchoUntaster. 
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in which Lord Berners' English has been "amended" gives him 
the best procurable opportunity of tracing the growth of our lan- 
guage in Tudor times. Nor by the reader of English literature must 
the romance be lightly estimated. It beguiled, as we have seen, the 
leisure hours of many generations of our ancestors, and it introduced 
King Oberon to the Elizabethan dramatists and poets. I have 
omitted to dwell here upon its purely literary characteristics, not be- 
cause they are deficient in number or without prominence, but because 
I desired my readers to detect them for themselves. Although the 
story has not the variety or the sustained interest of the Morte 
U Arthur, and cannot escape censure for glaring faults of construction, 
that it shares, throughout its latter portions, with others of its class, 
many pages in the chapters contained in the present volume are 
characterized by high artistic merit. Although the battles of brave 
Huon, and his murderous attacks upon infidel Saracens may prove 
wearisome at times, the simple honesty of his character cannot fail to 
win our sympathy, and we feel drawn closer to him because he is no 
model knight ; because he cannot always resist the ordinary human 
passions, and is cursed with a perilous inquisitiveness. Similarly 
Esclaramonde, the Saracen maiden, " the most fayrest creature in all 
Inde, the most swetest and most courtesest," is depicted with a 
charming naivete. Love at first sight could hardly be portrayed 
with a more fascinating quaintness than in the words describing 
the effect upon her of Huon's first rude embrace, which it is part 
of his mission to Babylon to hazard. " She sawe hym so fayre & 
felte his mouth so swete that she thought without she myght haue 
hym to her louer, she sholde dye for sorrow, so that she chaunged 
couloure, & blusshyd as ruddy e as a rose." Of Oberon I have 
already spoken at some length, but I have left it to my readers to 
appreciate for themselves the grace and sweetness of his character. 
He is only half a fairy. The grief that Huon's many failings cause 
him, his high moral tone, and his humble bearing give him a higher 
human interest than we are accustomed to associate with the inhabit- 
ants of a supernatural world ; and there is nothing grotesque about 
his powers of enchantment. Throughout the story he embodies the 
spirit of mediaeval piety with its material anticipations of a future 
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life. " And whan/' he says, as he concludes his account of the mar- 
vellous capacities with which the fairies have endowed him, 1 shall 
departe ont of this worlde, my place is aperrelyd in paradyce, for I 
know that all thyngs creatyd in this mortall world must nedys haue 
an ende." With some occasional omissions, which each reader will 
determine for himself, the romance cannot fail to reward perusal If the 
language is less melodious than the minstrel's viol described in its 
pages as making " so swete a sownde that it semed to be the mer- 
maydes of the see," much of it is not to my ear without a music of 
its own, and, if the pleasure that the story can give, is not that to be 
derived from the most cunning literary workmanship, the travellers 
who are wont to saunter along the bye-ways of our literature will not, 
I believe, regret such time as they spend in surveying its " antique 
pageantry," and in listening to its recital 



** Of turneys and of trophies hung, 
Of forests and enchantments drear." 
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I Here begyimythe the boke of duke Huon of 
burdeux & of them that issuyd fro him. 
4 Capitulo .i. 

||n 2 the tyme acountyde the yere of grace a.d.7m. 
rii. c. & lvi yeres after the crucyfyynge 
f oure Sauyour Ihu Cryst, ther reygnyd 
i frawce the ryght glorious and victor- 
yous prynce Charlies the grete, namyd ch*rie« tu 

Great reigned 

Charlemayn / who in his tyme acheuyde, and brought in Fnmc«. 
to an ende many hygh dedes and gret enterprysys by 

12 the grace that oure lord god had gyuyn hym in this 
transetory worlde / for he sayd that god had gyuyn hym 
the grace to haue the wyt and cowduyt so to do / god 
sent to aid hym, to aeomplyshe, & to brynge to an ende 

16 his noble enterprysys many a noble prynce and barow / with the aid of 
so that, by the ayde of theyr forsses, with the noble b^n^hThad* 
proues that god had enduyd them withall / he cowqueryde t^^m^Vi!^ 
the Almayns / Sclauoney / & Spayne / and parte of 8Uvonl *» 8paln ' 

i Fol. i. col. 1 (A. i.Y 

* Id the ' amended edition of 1601, this paragraph run* 
thus : — I italicize all changes : — 

In the time by computation called y* yeere of grace, which 
was Scauen Hundred, Fifty & Six yeares after our Sauiours 
sufferings ; Charles the great, more vvlgarly knowen by the 
name of Charlemaine, a right royall, religions, $ warlike 
Prince, rained as KING in Fraunce, Emperour of Rome. 
Whose course of time was applyed to many high & heroycall 
enterprises, wherein the favour of heaven was evermore so 
assistant to him. as his owne heart and good hopes crowned 
him frith the honour of many svccessfvll victories : enabling 
all his endeavours with the aid of divers noble Princes & 
Barons, whose chiualrie $ right knightly performances, 
entitled him to the conquest of Almaigne, Sclauonia, Spain e, 
CHARL. ROM. VI. B 
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part of Africa 
and Saxony, 



and gained 
immortal renown. 



Affryke / <fe Saxoney / wher as he had moche ado / but at 
the ende, by the ayde of his noble barons and chyualrey / 
he subduyde and put them to playne dyscounfyture, and 
was crownyde with the crowne of the holy empyre of 
Rome / the renoume of hym and of hys noble valiaunt 
chyualry strechyd out of y* eest in to the west in such 
wyse that for euer theyr shalbe 1 made of hym perpetuall 
memory, as here after ye shall here. 



8 



After the 
Emperor's piteona 
loss of eleven of 
his twelve peers 
at Ronceavalles, 




% How the Emperour Charlemayn requyryd 
hys barons that they wolde chose one 
amonge them to gouerne his empyre. 

Ca. .ii. 12 
it was after that this ryght noble 
Emperour charlemayn had lost his 
dere nepheuse Rolant & Olyuer, & 
dyuers other barons and knyghtes, in 16 
the ryght pyteous* & dolorus batayle 
that was at Rownseuall / where as theyr was so 
grete & so pyteous a losse that al y* .xii. peres of 
frawce theyr were slayne excepte the good Duke Names 20 
of Bauier. On a day y* noble Emperour held open 
he summoned his court at his noble 3 Cite of Paris / where as their was 4 
ing at Paru. meet " many / Dukes, Erles / and barons / sonnes / and 

nepheuse & parents 5 of the noble prynces before slayn 24 
and deed in the fore sayde batayle / by the purchace 6 
and grete treason done and ymagenyde 7 / by Duke 

Saxonie, & a great part of Affrike, in all which attempts it is 
not to be dovbted. but both lie $ they had their hondes full of 
bvsie ivi ploy merits. But let it suffice, Ood was their guide, 
Religion the cause. Honour the obiect, f perpetuall Fame the 
reward \ which both led him <J* his traine to these worthy 
attempts, 4* it ill brought them backs with the due to theyr 
valorous Enterprises : extending both his $ their renofcne 
to all parts of the world, <jf* registring their names in the 
Kalcnder of never dying memorie. 

1 shalbe be orig. * unfortunate. 3 cheefe. 
4 were assembled. * kindred. 6 falshood. 
7 contrived. 
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Ganelon / the noble Emperour euer beynge after in 
doloure / and thougt 1 / by reason of the grete anoyaonce 
and dyspleasure that he hade of 2 hys sayde losse / and 



4 also by cause that he was sore* febylle for 4 the grete 
age that 5 he felt hymself in. 5 Thus when the kynge / 
and the pryncea and barons hade dynyd 6 / the noble Ravin* dined 
Empe 7 rour called hys lordys before hym, he syttyng wUhth * m * 
8 on a benche rychely aperelyd 8 / and besyde hym 
satte 9 hys noble barons and knyghtys. Than the kyng 
called to hym Duke Naymes, and sayde / ' Syr Duke 
Naymes, and al ye 10 my barons beyng here present 10 / 

12 ye know ryght well 11 the greate tyme and space that I 
haue bene kyng of Fraunce / and emperour of Rome 11 / 
the whiche tyme durynge 12 1 have bene seruyd and 
obeyed of you 12 al, whereof I thanke you / & render Charles thanked 

16 grace and prayse to god my 8 wet creatore / and now by their loag ■errioe. 
cause that 1 knowe certenly / that my lyfe by course 
of nature can not long endure / for thys cause 13 He knows his 

gnA is near, 

pryncipally I haue causyd you all to be assemblyd here 
20 to gether / to declare to you my pleasure & wyll / the 
whiche I requere you all, & humbly e desyre you / that 
ye wyll counsell together, and aduyse whiche of you 
may & wyll haue 14 the gouernaunce of my realme / for and beg* them to 

choose a 

24 I can no longer bere the trauayle and payn of the successor. 
gouernyng 15 therof / for I wyl fro hense forth lyue y* 
resedew of myn age in peace, and seme our lorde 
god / wherfore, as moche as I may, I desyre you all to 

28 aduyse whiche of you all shalbe therto most able / ye 

know all that I haue two sonnes / that is to say, He has two sons. 

1 Greefe & heavinesse. 2 by. 8 growen verie. 4 through. 

*— 6 now was stollen uppon him. 6 were there assembled. 
* Fol i. bk, col. 1 (A. i.). 8 in his royall Chaire of Estate. 
9 likewise placed in their seuerall degrees. 
lO—io hether summoned by our royall corn maun dement. 
u ~~ u bowe longe I baue gouerned this kingdome of Fraunce 
9l likewise swayed the imperial! Diadem of Hoome. 

u ~ u I haue found your duty & seruice so agreeable. 
u reason. 14 undertake. 16 belonging to the ruling. 
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HUON OP BUR DEUX. 



[Ca. iil 



Lewi* and 
Chariot, 



but neither is 
fitted for the 

crown. 



Loys, 1 who is to yonge, and Chariot, whom I loue well, 
and he is of age suffysyent to rewll. But hys maners 
and corcdesyons are not mete to haue the gouemaunce 
of suche two noble em pyrs 2 as the realme of Fraunce / 4 
and the holy empyre of Rome / for ye know well in 
dayes past, by reason of hys pryde, my realme was 
lykely to haue bene dystroyed, and I to haue had 
it chariot warre agynst you all, whan by hys felony 8 he slew 8 

who -lew the ion 

ofo^ertheDane, Baudouyn, soiine to good Ogyer the Dane / 4 wherby so 

and caused much 

evti thereby. many illes hath fallen 4 / that it shall neuer be 5 out of 
remembrance ; wherfore, as long as I lyue, I wyll not 
consent that he shal haue the gouernance 6 / though he 12 
be ryghtfull enherytor / and that after me he ought to 
haue the syngnory. 7 Thus I desyre you to aduyse me 7 
what I shall do.' 



The baron* 
consult and 



declare tor 
Chariot. 



% The conclusyon & answer that the barons 16 
made, & of the ill 8 erle Amaury / & of the 
coflsell that he gaue to the kyng agaynst 
the .ii. sonnes of Duke Seuin of Burdeux, 
wherof grete myschyef fell after 9 / and 20 
of the good eounsell 10 that duke Naymes 
gaue to the eraperour. Cnpitulo .iii. 

nan duke Naymes / & all the barons 
assembly d to gethor in a corner 11 of y* 24 
palays, and there were long to gether. 
At last they al concludyd that to Chariot 
y e kynges eldest sone aperteynyd the 
gouernyng of the sayd realmes. Then they returnyd to 28 
the 12 kynge, and shewyd hym there conclusyon where 

I Lewes. * States. 9 rashness. 

*— 4 whereon so many mishaps ensued. * raced added. 
• gouernment. 
7 — 7 But instantly 1 entreat your Noble opinions. 
• dishonorable. 9 afterward ensued. 10 aduice. 

II priuate parte. 13 Fol. ii. ool. 1. 
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Ca. iii.] OP THE WILES OF EARL AMAURY. 5 

a pon they were agreyd / of the whiche themperour was 
ryght ioyfuli. Than he called before hym hys sone, and 
shewyd hym many fayre reasons before all hys barons / 
4 therwith auauncyd 1 forth a felon traytour who had greate Amenry, 

• knitoroos EeH, 

audyence 2 with themperour, & he had the gouernaunce 
of Chariot the kynges sone, who dyd no thyng but by 
hym 3 / he was called Erie Amaury / he was son to on 
8 of the neuewse of the traytour Ganelon. Than he 

sayde to the kyng & noble emperour, 4 ' how is it that points oat 

Chariot* • 

ye hast so sore to delyuer londys to gouerne to Chariot inexperience, 
your sone 1 4 Syr, be not yet so hasty. 5 But, ser, to se & 
12 to prone hys gouernaunce, 6 gyue hym a lond that ought and ^^ that 
to be your owne, wherof ye be nother honoryd nor ■hooMswrern 

Bordeaux, 

seruyd 7 / y* which 8 londe .ii. prowd boyes doth kepe / who»eprincee 

Huon end 

who, this vii. yere passyd, wolde not serue you / nor, otrard, 
16 syn theyr father y e duke Seuyn dyed, wold do you any hering doot m 
obeysaunce / the eldest is namyd Huon / and the other 
Gerarde / they kepe Burdeux and all the londe of 
Aquitainie / they thynke skorne to releue 9 theyr londys 
20 of you. But, ser, yf ye wyl gyue me me;?, 10 I shal 

brynge theym as prysoners in to your paleys, to do be wm 

prisoners. 

your wyll with them / and than the londe that they 
hold / gyue it to Chariot your sone.' ' Amaury,' quod 

24 the emperour, 'I can you gret thawke that ye haue The 
aduertysyd me of thys mater. I wyll ye take of your 
best frendys, and besyde theym ye shall haue of niyn 
.iii M. 11 knyghtys, wel chosen and prouyd men of 

28 warre / & I wyl that ye brynge to me the two sonnes 
of duke Seuyn, that is to say, Huon / and gerarde, 
who by theyr pryde settyth 12 no thynge by me/ 

I stepped. * too much secrecie. * his direction. 
4 — 4 whence proceeds it that you are so forward in deliuer- 

anoe of jour kingdome to the weake gouerning of Chariot your 
tonne? 

5 forbeare this hastnisse. 6 his ablenesse in such a case. 
7 where you haue as yet neither fealtie nor seruice. 
• this. 9 hold. 10 and authoritie added. 

II Thousand. « set 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. iii. 



Duke Naymet 
complains of 
Amnury's guile 
and the king's 
haste. 



He adrises that 
Huon and his 
brother, who are 
very young, 




, Han Duke Naymes, beynge there 
present, herd. the wordys of Amaury, 
and saw how the emperour consentyd 
to hys desyre, he stept forth fyerslye, 1 4 
& 2 beheld Amaury, and sayde openly : s 
' syr emperour, grete yll and greate syn it is that ye so 
lyghtly do beleue suche men as ye know wel were neuer 
certen nor trew. Syr, duke Seuyn hath seruyd you all 8 
hys dayes wel and trewly / nor neuer dyd thynge wherby 
ye ought to dysenheryte hys chydren / the cause that 
they haue not come to your presence or thys tyme to 
serue you is none other cause but by reason they be so 12 
yonge. And also theyr mother who louyth theym in- 
tierly / wyll not gladly suffer them to departe fro hyr, 
by cause of theyr yonge age. But, syr, yf ye wyll beleue 
me, ye shal not be so hasty to take from them there 16 
londe*. But, syr, do as a noble prynce ought to do 
for y e loue of theyr father who so trewly hath seruyd 
you / syr, sende .ii. of your knyghtes to y* duches theyr 
mother / & let them say to hyr fro you, that she do 20 
sende hyr tow sonnes to you in to your court to serue 
i boldly. • Fol. ii. col. 2. 

3 This speech is wholly rewritten in the later edition, and 
runs thus : — The ill is great but the sinne farre greater, when 
men of no truth or certaintie are so highly listned unto. As 
for Duke Seuin, is it not well knowne, my Lord, what true & 
honorable seruioe all his dayes he did you ? & can you then bee 
so easilye woone to disinherite his children? Consider, good 
my Lord, that the reason why as yet they haue not tendered 
their dutie in your presence, is nothing else but their want of 
years for such allegiance, & their Mother deerely respecting 
them, is loath to leaue their companie so young. And would 
your Highness but be aduysed by me, you should not so 
rashly depriue them of their londes : but rather as best 
becomineth a vertuous Prince, & in some regard of their 
Father's good seruice, first send two of your knightes to the 
Duchesse & let them in your name commaund her Sonnes 
personall appearance at your Court in case of seruice & 
dutifull homage: which if she or they shall refuse to doe, 
then may you justly proceede otherwise against them. But I 
dare (my Lord) engage my honour, that send them shee will, 
and that onely a Mother's loue & care of her Children hath 
been the reason ef their absence all this while. 
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Ca. iv.] HOW MESSENGERS WERE SENT TO THE DUCHESS. 7 

yon and to do theyr homage. And yf it be so that she «houid be sent for 

to do homage. 

nor they wyll not obey you? commaundement, then 
shall ye haue a iust cause to prouyde a remedye. But, 
4 syr, I know for certeyn / y* duches wyl send them to 
you, for y* absence that they haue made is for no 
thynge / but for the loue that the mother hath vnto 
hyr chyldren.' 



12 i 




% Howe that themperour Charlemayne sent 
two knyghtys to the duches to burdeux to 
cowmauad hyr to sende hyr two sonnes to 
hys court. Capitulo iiii. 

Han the emperour Charles had hard Charles approve., 
duke Naimes speke, he sayde, 'Syr 
duke, I knowe certenly 2 that duke 
Seuyn hath seruyd vs trewly / and the 
reason that ye have shewyd is iust 
And therfore I graunt that it shalbe as ye haue 
deuysyd.' 3 'Syr,' 4 quod y e duke, 'I thanke your 
grace.' Than incontynent the kynge sent for two Messengers are 
20 knyghtes, and gaue theym in charge to go to burdeux Bordeaux, 
to do hys message to the duches, and to the sonnes of 
duke Seuyn / the whiche they dyd, and so departyd 
fro Parys without restynge past one night in a plase, 
24 tyll 6 they aryued at burdeux / and than incontynent 
they went to y* palays, where as they founde the 
duches, who was as than but newly rysyn fro hyr 
dyner ; and whan she was aduertysyd of there comni- 
28 yng / she cam in haste to mete theym / acompenyd 
with Huon hyr son, who was by hyr ; and Gerarde 
came after with a sparhawke 6 on hys fyst / when the 
messengers saw the duches and hyr two goodly sonnes / 
32 they kneylyd down, and salutyd the duches / & hyr They salute the 

_ m i <■ ii-i duchess and her 

two sonnes 7 fro kynge Cnarlemayn, and sayd, ( Lady, sons from the 

Emperor, 

1 Fol. ii. back, col. 1. * for certainty. 9 aduiged. 
4 My Lord. 6 untill. 6 sparrowhawke. 7 col. 2. 
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HUOBT OP BURDEUX. 



her land to 
Chariot. 



to you we be sent fro our emperour Charles / who by 
vs sendyht to 1 you hys salutasyon with honour and 
amyte.' When the noble lady vnderstode that they 
were messengers sent fro the noble emperour Charles / 4 
she auaunsyd and embrasyd theym / and sayde how they 
were ryght welcom. 'Dam/ 2 quod they, 'our emperour 
and bid her tend hath sent vs to you / & commaundyth you to send to 

her sons to court 

on p*rH of »oa»ng hym your two sonnes to serue hym in hys court / for 8 
ther are but 8 few in hys realme, but that are come to 
his seruyce, except your sonnes / &, lady, syn ye know 
that the londe that ye hold parteynynge to your sonnes 
is holden of y* emperour Charles, by reason of his 12 
realme of 4 Fraunce / and he hath greate merueyll thai 
ye have not sent the?ra or 5 thys tyme to do hym 8<?ruice 
as other dukes & prynces 6 hath 7 done / wherfore, 8 
lady, he commaundyth you for your welth, and con- 16 
ceruasyon of your londys, tliat ye send them to hym / 
or yf ye do not / know for certeyn he wyll take fro 
you suche londys as ye hold, & gyue them to Chariot 
hys sone / 9 Wherfore may it please you to shewe vs 20 
your good wyll.' 9 



The ducheea 
pleads in txctue 
their youth, 



% The aunswer that the duches of burdeux 
made to themperours messengers. 

Capitulo v. 24 
Han the good lady hade well vnder- 
stonde the messengers, she aunswered 
them swetlye, 10 & sayde, 'Syrs, 11 knowe 
for certeyn the cause that 12 I have not 28 
sent my sonnes / to the court or 13 thys 
tyme / to serue y* kynge as reason is 14 / was by cause I 

1 unto. * Madome. * verie. 4 royall prerogative in. 
* ere. 6 in like case, added. 7 have. s In this respect 
9 This is the sum me of our Messuage, and wee attend 
your answeare. 

10 gently. 11 My Lordes and honourable Freendes. 
u the reason why. 13 before. 14 dutie required. 
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saw theym so yonge: 1 and also for the lone of duke «nd the Emperor^ 

lov« to their 

Seuyn theyr father / and hy cause I knewe certenly &th«r. 
that my ryghtfull *lorde, the emperour Charlemayne / 

4 loued al way es the duke Seuyn, trustynge alwayes 
that he wold take no dyspleasure with the ehyldren / 
these thynges hath 3 ben the pryncypall cause that I 
haue not sent them or thys 4 to serue the kynge / 

8 wherfore, Syrs, I requyre you, as affectuosly as I can, 8 
to be meanes to themperour and to al the other barons 
to haue me and my ehyldren excusyd, for y* faulte is 
alonlye in me and not in them/ Than Huon stept 

12 forth before hys mother and sayde : — 1 Madame, yf 
it had ben your pleasure, ye myght haue sent vs or 6 
thys tyme' / 4 that is trew/ quod Gerardyn / ' for we be 
grete ynow to be made knyghtea.' 7 The lady behelde 

16 hyT two sonnes and wepynge sayde to the messengers, 
' Syrs, ye may retourne to the kynge / howe be it ye 
shal reste you thys nyght in my house, and to morow 8h« Wd« the 

nmnngOT etey 

retourne 8 at your pleasure / and ye shall recommend the night, 
20 me and my sonnes to y e kynges good grace & to the 

other barons and knightes / and amonge other salute Duke 

. Naymet on their 

duke Naymes, who is nere parent 9 to my sonnes / and return, 
desyre hym for y' loue of duke Seuin to haue my sonnes 

24 as recommendyd.' 10 114 Dame/ 12 quod the messengers, 
' haue ye no dought / for Duke Naymes is a noble man 
and a trew knyght / nor he wyl neuer 13 be in no 14 plase 
where any yll iugement 18 shulde be gyuen.' Than the 

28 duches commaundyd hyr sonnes / that they shulde make 
the kynges messengers good chere and to bryng them in 
to theyr chambre to reste them / the whiche they dyde / 



1 in regarde of their tender yeares. 7 Fol. iii. col. 1 (A. iii.). 

* haue. 4 all this while. 

* let my entreats preuaile so much with you as. 6 before. 
7 are old ynough to have our knighthood. 8 depart 
9 kinsman. 10 to stand a oontinuall freend unto them. 
11 FoL iii col. 2. u Madame. 13 will he at any time. 
14 omitted. 16 opinion. 
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HUON OP BURDKUX. 



[Ca. V. 



In the presence 
of the messenger*, 
the dnchess 
promises to send 
Huon end Gerard 
to the Emperor at 
Easter, 

and advises them 
as to their 
conduct at court. 



Presents are 

given to the 



and they depart 
for Paris. 



and were serued, and festyd as it aparteyned. 1 Than 
y* next mornynge they retourned to y e palayes where as 
they founde the duches and hyr two sonnes / and they 
humbly salutyd the lady / whan y* duches sawe them 4 
she called Huon and Gerardyn, and sayde, ' chyldren, 
here in the presence of these two knyghtes I say that 
at Ester ye shal go to our soueren lorde themperour 
Charlemayn / and, when ye be in y 6 court, serue your 8 
soueren lorde well & trewly, as subgetU* ought to doo ; 
be delygent at all tymys to serue hym trewly, 3 and 
kepe company with noble men such as ye se that be 
of good 8 condysyons / be not in the plase where yll 12 
wordy s be spoken, or yll counsell gyuen / fly fro com- 
pany of them that louyth not honour & trouthe / 
open not your eeres to here liere, or false reporters, or 
flaterers / haunt often the chyrche, and gyue largely 16 
for goddes sake / be lyberal and courteys, & gyue to 
poore knyghtes / fly the company of ianglers / and all 
goodnes shall folow therby. I wyll there be gyuen 
to eche of these knyghtes a courser & a ryche 20 
gowne, as it aparteyneth to the messengers of a noble 
emperour as is Charlemayne / & also eche of them 
to haue a C. 4 florence '/ 1 Madame/ quod Huon, 1 yowr 
pleasure shalbe acomplyshed 1 / than the .ii. sonnes 24 
causyd to be brought before the palays two goodly 
horses, and presentyd them to the two knyghtes, and 
gave eche of them a ryche gown and a .C. florence / 
Whereof the messengers were ioyfull, and thanked the 28 
duches and hyr two 6 sonnes, & sayde that theyr 
courtesey shulde be remembred in tyme to come / how- 
bey t they knew well it was done for y* honour of the 
kynge / then they toke leue of the duches and of hyr 32 
two sonnes, and so departyd / and rode without lette 



1 as appertained to their woorth. 

* an A vArtnnna aAA*A. * 



9 faithfully, 
and vertuous added. * hundred. 
Fol. iii. back, col. 1. 
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tyll they came to Parys, where as they founde the 
emperour in hys palayes syttynge amonge hys barons / 
the kynge parseyued them / and incontynent called 
4 them to his presence, and, or 1 they hade layser to 
speke, the kyng badde them welcome home, and 
demaundyd of them yf they had ben at Burdeux, and 
spoken with the duches and the .ii. sonnes of duke 
8 Seuyn, & whether they wolde come and serve hyra in 
hys court or not. ' Syr/ 2 quod they, ' we haue ben at On their arrival 
burdeux, and done your message to the duches / who Emperor of the 
ryght humbly reseyved vs, and made vs grete fest 8 and dudlMa proml * 

12 chere / when she had hard vs speke, and knewe that 
we were your messengers, she made vs the best chere 
that she cowde deuy3e, and sayde that the cause why 
she had not sente hyr sonnes to your courte before thys 

16 tyme, was by cause of theyr yonge age / and she 
humbly requyreth your grace 4 to haue 6 hyr and hyr 
two sonnes excueyd / and that at thys next Ester she 
wyll sende them to your court. And, syr, 6 the two and her wo* 

behaviour 

20 chyldrcn are so goodly 7 that it is pleasure to beholde toward. them, 
them / specyally Huon the eldest is so fayre and so 
well forrayd that nature cannot amende hym. Also, 
syr, for the loue of you she hath gyuen eche of vs a 

24 goodly horse, & a ryche gowne, and a C. florence of 
gold. Syr, y* goodnes, the valewre and y 6 courtesey 
that is in the duches and in hyr sonnes cannot be 
recountyde. Syr, y e duches and hyr two sonnes 

28 requyreth your grace 8 to retayne them alwayes in your 
fauoure and good grace / and to pardone the faulte of 
theyr longe absence.' 

1 ere. * Dread Lord. 3 gaue us gentle entertainment 
4 Fol. iii. back. col. 2. 5 hold. 6 trust me, my Lord. 
7 two such lovely Gentlemen. 
8 and on their behalf are we to entreat your Maiestie. 
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HUOX OF BURDBUX. 



[Ca. vl 



% How themperour was content with the 
report of the two knyghtes / and how ? e the 
traytor erle Amaury went & cowpleyned to 
Chariot the kynges sone. Capitulo .vi. 4 

I Han themperour had hard y* mes- 
sengers speke, he was ryght ioyfull, 
and sayd / 4 alwayes I haue harde say 
that a good Impe 1 bryngethe forth 8 
good 2 freute / I say it for duke 
Seuyn / who in his tyme was a valyant & trewe knyght, 
& by that I se and here 3 the two chyldren resembleth 




Charles com- 
mends the conduct 
of the youths as 

ofTiwriend^and theyr good father. I se 4 they haue reseyued my 12 

knight Duke 
Serin, 



and promises 
them high posts 
at court. 



He orders 
Amaury to be 
banished. 



Amaury in grief, 
and filled with 
hate of Huon and 
Gerard, 
derisss a plot 
against them. 



messengers ryght honorably, and with grete reuerence 
hath gyuen them grete 6 gyftes, y* whiche shalbe to 
them vaylable 6 in tyme to come / for they shal no soner 
be come to my court, but in the dyspyght of them 7 16 
that wyl] spcke agaynst them, I shall do for them in 
suche wyse that it shalbe an ensample 8 to al other to 
do well / for I wyll make them, for loue of theyr 
father, of my pryuey counsell.' Than themperour 20 
behelde duke Naymes and sayde ; 4 Syr duke, 9 alwayes 
your parentes 10 hath 11 ben good and trew, and certenly 
I wyll that Amaury be banyshed my court / for he, 
nor neuer none 12 of hys lynage, gaue as yette any good 24 
counsel!' 4 Syr/ quod the duke, 4 1 knewe well y e 
longe absence of duke Seuyns sonnes was for none 
other cause but by reason of theyr yought ' / Whan the 
erle Amaury had harde the kynge speke, & sawe howe 28 
he was chafyd 18 agaynste hym, he was sorowful, and so 
departed secretely fro the courte, and sware that he 
wolde purchace 14 for the two sonnes of duke Seuyn 



1 tree. 2 Fol. iiii. col. 1. 

5 do meane. 6 auailable. 
9 My Lord. 10 kindred. 

18 offended. 



• that. 
7 any. 



4 perceiue. 
1 example. 
11 haue. 12 euer any. 
14 prouide. 
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suche a broth 1 that they shulde bothe dye in dolowre,' 
and wolde do so myche that he wolde brynge all 
Fraunce in to heuynes and trouble 3 / so he went to hys 
4 lodgyng sorowfull and in grete dyspleasure / and than 
he imagyned and studyed on the mater, & howe to 
brynge about his interpryse / than he departed fro hys 
lodgyng, and went to Chariot the kynges sone, with h« wuii it *nd 
8 whome he was ryght pryuey / he founde hym syttyng Chariot the king'i 
on a ryche eouche 4 deuysyuge 6 with a yonge knyght / " on ' 
than Amaury 6 wepynge with a peteous vysage / and 
hys eyen full of water, 6 he entred in to the chambre / 

12 and knelyde downe before Chariot, who hadde of hym 
grete petye to se hym in that case. Than 7 Chariot 
toke hym vp, & demaundyd wherfore he made that 
SOTOW, and whether any man had dysplesed hym. 

16 ' Syr/ quod Amaury, ' I shall shew you / trew it is 8 
the two sonnes of duke Seuyn of burdeux / shal come 
to the courte, and, as I haue harde say, the kynge hath 
sayde that, at there commynge, they shalbe made of hys 

20 pryuey counsell / so that none other oboute the kynge 
shall haue 9 no profyght nor wynynge. But they and 
I can se none other that yf they thus come / by them, 
all other 9 that be now grete about the kynge shalbe 

24 chasyd away, so that within this .ii. yere they shall 
haue y* beste quarter 10 of the real me of Frauwce / & 
you, yf ye suffer it, they shal brynge you clere out of 
temperours fauore your father. Therf ore, Syr, I requy re and beg« for Mi 

28 you helpe me now in thys besynes / for in tyme past 
duke Seuyn theyr father, by grete wronge and grete 

1 traine. * as should cost both their lines. 

* and hazard the heauinesse fc trouble of all Fraunce 
beside. 4 bed. * communing. 

*— 6 shewing a very sad countenance, the teares in his 
eyes & trecherie in his heart. 

7 Fol. iiii. col. 2. 8 my greefe is not without great cause, for. 

*— 9 any honour or reckoning made of them. And assure 
yourselfe, my Lord, that if the State be thus aduanced, they. 
10 partes. 
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The earl propose* 
to lay en ambush 
on the road, 



and set upon the 
youths and slay 
them in their 
journey from 
Bordeaux. 

Chariot agrees to 
assist him. 



Chariot and 
Amaury prepare 
the plot, 



and leave Paris 

at midnight with 
their men. 



treason, he toke fro me a strong castell of myn owne, & 
I neuer dyd him dysplesure / ser, ye ought to ayde in 
this besines, 1 for I am of that lynage / by reason of the 
noble quene your mother.' 4 

IF Whan Chariot had wel understonde y'erle Amaury, 
he demaundyd in what maner he myght ayde him / 
' 8yr/ quod he, 4 1 shal shew you. I shall assemble y e 
best of my lynage, & ye shal let me haue of yours .lx. 8 
knyghtes well armyd, & I shal lye in y* way / to mete 
witn y* .ii. boyes / & I shal lay y e bushment 2 in a 
lyttyll wood a lege fro Montleherry on y* way to 
Orleance, by y e whiche waye they must nede* come / 12 
& than we shall sette on them, & slay them also, that 
none shal speke therof / and if it be knowen after, 
who dare say agaynst you, or were any helme s agaynst 
you V / ' ser/ quod Chariot, * sease 4 & apeace your 1 6 
sorow / for I shal neuer haue ioy in my herte tyll I be 
reuengyd of these .ii. boyes / goo, & make redy your 
men, & I shal prepare myn, & I wyl go my self with 
you y* soner to make an end of this besynes ,6 / whan 20 
Amaury hard 6 Chariot so liberally to offer hym selfe to 
go in hys ayde, he thanked hym, and embrased hys 
lege, & wolde a 7 kyssed his shoo. But Chariot wold 
not suffer hym. But toke hym vp, and sayde : — ' Syr, 24 
haste you / and put to your payne that thys besynes 
may com to a good end.' Amaury departed fro Chariot 
ryght ioyous, and, at the day apoynted, he seasyd not 
day nor nyght to assemble hys men and hys next 8 28 
frendys / and, in the euenyng before, he came to 
Chariot, who was as than also redy, and hys men / and, 
as secretely as they myght, they departed about the 
owre of mydnyght out of Parys, al armed, and they 32 
seasyd 9 not tyll they came to the plase apoynted to 

serious matter. 3 ambushment. * healme in feeld. 
4 qualifie. * buainease. 6 Fol. iiii. back, ool. 1. 
7 haue. 8 nearest. 9 stayed. 
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tary the commynge of the .ii. sonnes of duke Seuyn / 
now I wyll leue to speke of them, and returne to 
speke of the two sonnes of duke Seuyn / Huon and 
4 Gerardyn. 

% Howe the two sonnes of duke Seuyn of 
burdeux toke leue of the duches there 
mother / & howe in there way they ouer 
8 toke the good abbot of Cluny there vncle 
goynge toward)' s Paris to the emperour 
Charlemayn. Capitulo .vii. 

E 1 haue wel harde here before howe the Huon and Gerard 

take leave of their 

messengers of the kynges departed fro friends and their 

mo ther* 

burdeux. Than the two chyldren 2 made 
them redy to go to the courte, rychely 
apareyled / and well foroysshyd of 
16 euery thynge nedefull, aswell of gold & syluer & other 
aparel of sylke as to theyr estate apperteynyd / than 
they 8 assembly d the bar 4 ons of the countre, to whom 
they recommaundyd theyr londys and sygnyoryes / 
20 and dyd chose out .x. knyghte# and .iiii. counsellers Ten kni*hu bear 

them company. 

to ryde with them to ayde and to gouerne theyr 
besynes. Than they sent for y* provost of Gerone, 
called ser Guyre, to whom they recommaundyd all the 

24 feactea 5 of iustice / than, 6 when Huon and his brother 
had chosen them that shuld go in theyr companye, 
than 7 they toke theyr leue of y e duches there mother, 
and of the barons of the countre, who sore dyd wepe 

28 by cause of there deperture / of 8 the which they had 
good occasyon so to do / and more yf they hade knowen 
the peteous 9 aduenture that 10 fell after to the two 
chyldren ; for, yf y c duchos had knowen 10 therof, she 

1 You. * sons. * there. 4 Fol. iiii. back, col. 2. 
* affaires. 6 Then. 7 than om. 8 for. 9 haplesse. 

ie_io afterward befell them on the way. Or had the good 
Duchesse but dreamed. 
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her people weep 
at their departure. 



wold neuer haue sufferyd them to departe fro hyr / for 
after there fell suche myschyfe that it is a peteous 1 
thynge to recount it. Thus y e .ii. hretherne departyd 
The dachew and & kyssyd theyr mother, sore wepynge. Thus 2 they 4 
toke theyr horses and theyr company, and in passynge 
hy y* strettys of y* towne / y* people made grete 
sorow for theyr departynge, &, sore wepynge, prayed to 
god to be 8 theyr gyde and condute. The wepynges & 8 
lamentacyons were so extreme that the .il brethem 
kowd not haue so ferme a 4 courage. But that they 
gaue many a sore seyghe at theyr 5 departinge out of 
the town / and when they had rydyn a certeyn space, 12 
and that theyr sorow was sumwhat apeasyd / than 6 
Huon called hys brother Gerarde & sayde, 'Brother, 
we go to the court to serue the kyng, wherfore we 
haue eause to be ioyfull / wherfore 7 lette vs two synge 16 
a songe to refreshe vs ' / ' brother/ quod Gerarde, 1 my 
hert is not very ioyfull to synge nor to make fest 8 / for 
thys nyght I drempt 9 a merwelous dreme / me thought 
.iii. lybardes 10 assayllyd me and drew out 11 my hert out 20 
of my body. But me thought ye skapyd 12 saue and 
sownd, and retournyd bak / wherfore, dere brother, yf 18 
it be your pleasure / to withstond my dreme, 14 the 
whiche I reken our wyage to be a daungerous passage / 24 
therfor I wold desyre you lete vs retourne 14 agayn to 
Burdeux to our mother. She 15 wyll be ioyfull of our 
retourne.' ' Brother,' quod Huon, ' & god wyll, we 
shall not retourne for feer of a dreme, it shuld be for 28 
euer to our reproche and shame / I wyll not retourne 
to Burdeux tyll 18 I haue sene the kynge. Therfore, 



On their way 
Gerard tells Huon 
a dream of evil 
import. 



1 lamentable. * Then. * Fol. v. col. 1. * firme. 
8 the. * then. 7 therefore. 
• sing or make any sport at all. • dreamed. 10 Leopardea, 
11 drewe. '* you escapyd. 13 if 8o. 
'*- M which makes me dread our iourney to be dangerous : 
might I preuaile with you, we would ride backe. 

11 who. 16 vntill. 
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swete brother, dismay you not. But rather make good 
chere ; our lorde Ihem Crist shal gyde & condute vs 
in saue gard.' Thus these two bretherne rode nyght 
4 and day so longe tyll they parseyued before theym the T^^brfor. ^ 
Abbot of Cluny with a .xxx. horse in hys companye, a any ud bis 

company. 

and be was goynge to the kynges court 

jllan Huon parseyued that companye, he 
called hys brother Gerardyn and sayde: 
* loo, yonder I se men of relygyon hold- 
ynge the way to Parys /Ay* 1 know 
well whan we departyd fro y* duches 
our mo 2 ther, she chargyd vs that we 
ehuld always companye with good peopyl / therfore 
it is good that we make hast to ouertake them. 1 
* Brother/ quod Gerardyn, ' your pleasure be fulfylled : ' 
16 so they rode so longe that they ouertoke the Abbot, 
who regard yd on y* ryght syde, and saw the .ii. 
bretheren cowmyng to ouertake hym. Than 8 he stode 
Btyll, and saw Huon who came rydynge on before / 
20 Huon salutyd hym humbly / and the abbot in lyke They rid* on and 

salute tba Abbot. 

maner to hym / & demaundyd whether he rode so 
hastely, and fro whense he came, and what he was, 
and who was hys father. ' Syr/ quod Huon, 'syn 4 it 

24 is your pleasure to knowe, Duke Seuyn of burdeux was 
our father : it is .vii. yere syns he trepasyd 5 thys lyfe. 
And, ser, behold here my brother, who is yonger than 6 
I, and we are goynge to noble kynge Charlemayns 

28 court, to releue of hym our londys and countre / for he 
hath sent for vs by two noble knyghtes / and, syr, we 
are in dowt of sum truble by the way * / When the 
good Abbot vnderstode that they were sonnes to duke Th« Abbot 

32 Seuyn, he was ryght ioyfull / and in token of trew SSSx^** Uiem 
amyte he embrassyd theym one after another, and 
sayde / ' dere frendys, haue no dowt> for, by the grace 

1 you. * FoL v. col. 2. * Then. * since. 

* departed. • then. 
OHABL. ROM. VI. 0 
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and offer* to 
conduct them to 
Pari.. 



Together they 
approach tho 

wood, 

where Chariot 
ami Amaury lie 
in iimbuih. 



of Them Cryst, I shall condute 1 you sanely to Parys / 
for duke Seuyn your father was my cousyn germayn, 
wherfore 2 I am bownd to ayde you : know 3 for 
trought, I 4 am sworne of the greate counsell with 4 
kynge Charlemayn / and yf there be any that wyl 
moue or styre against you, I shall ayde you to my 
power / wherfore ye 6 may ryde suerly in my company 
without any dowt.' * Syr/ quod Huon, ' I thanke you ' / 8 
thus they rode talkyng with y e abbot theyr parent : 6 
that nyght they came to Mowtleherry. Than the next 
day they rose 7 be tymys and herd masse, & after 
masse 8 toke theyr horsses ; and they were in all a .iiii. 12 
score horsses / & they rode so longe tyll they came to a 
lytyll 9 woodsyde / where as Chariot and the erle 
Amaury lay in a bushnie?*t / and 10 they spyed Huon 
and Gerarde rydynge before, wherof they were ioyfull. 16 
Than Amaury 11 sayde to Chariot, 4 Syr, now is the tyme 
come to be reuengyd of the damage that duke Seuyn 
dyd to me / yonder I se hys .ii. sonnes co?wmyng : yf 
they be not incontynent slayne by vs, we are not 20 
worthy to haue any lond. u And Syr, by theyr deth 
ye shall be lordo of Burdeux / and of all the duchy of 
Aquytanie.' 13 



14 Howe by the counsell of the erle of 15 24 
Amaury they ran fyrst 16 [at] Gerardyn, 
brother to Huon, & bare hym to the erth, 
and sore wouwdyd hym, wherof Huon was 
ryght sorowfull. Capitulo .viii. 28 



1 conducte. * therefore. 3 and know. 4 that I. 

5 you. 6 kinsman. 7 arose. 8 afterward. 
9 Fol. v. back, col. 1. 10 lay closely ambushed, there. 
11 Then Amerio. 12 Land or life. 13 Aquitaine. 
14 Fol. v. back, top of col. 2. 15 of Earle 16 firste at. 
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Han 1 that Chariot vnderstode the erle 
Amaury, he strechyd hym in hys 
ste ropes, and toke a spere with a 
sharpe hed, and issuyd out* alone out 




atone from the 

of the wood / when Amaury saw that mur 
Chariot went out of the wood alone, he drew a lytyll 
out of the way, & sayde to hys men, ' suffer Chariot 
8 alone, there nede none go to ayde hym.' Thys sayde 
y* false traytour, by cause he desyred no thyng elles, 
but 3 one of the sonnes of duke Seuyn myght aley Chariot, 
4 wherby he thought [Chariot] shuld be dystroyed 
1 2 in acusynge them of murder, wherby he myght come 
to 4 his dampnable 5 intent / Chariot came agaynst thes 
.ii. brethern / the Abbot of Cluny saw Chariot comm- lis Abbot 

pertsaiTcs him 

ynge al armyde / and saw in the wood a greate nombre afcr off. 

16 of armyd men 6 / then he stode sty 11, and called Huon 
& Gerarde, & sayde / ' dere neuewse, I parseyue 7 in 
yonder wood a knyght all armyd, and the wood full of 
horsemen : I can not tell what they meane. Haue ye 

20 done any wronge to any man t yf ye haue done, or 
holde any thynge that ys not your owne / steppe forth 
and offer hym reason, and promyse to make a mendys.' 
* Syr/ quod Huon, 'I know no man lyuyng that I or 

24 my brother haue done to hym any displeasure / nor 
we know not that any creature do 8 hate vs ' / than 
Huon sayde to hys brother, ' Syr, 9 ryde on before, and Huon tends 

Gerard to mk his 

mete with yonder knyght / and demaunde what is hys pleasure. 

28 pleasure.' Gerarde rode forth and mette with Chariot, 
and demandyd what hys pleasure was to haue, or 
whether he was kepar of that passage or not, and 
demaundyd any trybute or not : yf he dyd, he was 

32 redy to pay yt. Chariot aunswered hym fyerely, and 
sayde, ' what art thou 1 ' Gerarde aunswered and 

1 Across the page, not in columns. * yssued. 3 but that. 
*— 4 and as himselfe detecting them of tjie murder. 
* Fol. vi. col. 1. • men more. 7 perceiue. 
• doth. 9 Brother. 

c 2 
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Chariot repliee 
that their father 
did him baee 
wrong, 



for which he will 
revenge himself 
now by slaving 
Gerard. 



Gerard pleads that 
he is unarmed. 



Chariot will hear 
nothing. 



and rushes upon 
him. 



sayde, ' Syr, I am of the Cite of Burdeux, and sone to 
duke Seuyn, whom god pardon ; and herafter commyth 
Huon myn elder brother, and we are goyng to Parys to 
the kynges court, to releue our londys and our fees, 4 
and to serue hym / and yf there be any tliat wyl any 
thyng with vs, let hym come to Parys, & we shall do 
hym reason.' 4 Hold thy toung,' quod Chariot, ' whether 
thou wylt or not, I wyll haue reason *of that / that 8 
Seuin thy father toke fro me 1 / for he toke .iii. of my 
Castelles, 2 and I kowd neuer 3 haue reason of hym. 8 
But now, syne 4 thou art here, I wyl be reuengyd of the 
wronge that thy father dyde to me, for as long as thou 12 
and thy brother be a lyue, I shall neuer haue ioy in 
my hert / there for 6 beware of me, for, or 5 it be nyght, 
I shall 6 make thy lyfe depart fro thy bodye.' ' Syr,' 
quod Gerarde, ' haue petye of me : ye may se I am but 16 
naked without armure. It shalbe greatly to your 
veleny 7 and reproche yf I be thus slayne by you : it 
neuer commyth of a yentyll courage of any 8 knyght to 
assayle any person w/t/<out armure or wepeyn / howe 20 
be it, syr, I crye you mercy / wel ye se that I haue 
nother swerde / shylde / nor spere / to defende me wit/* 
all / ye may se yonder comyng my elder brother, who 
shalbe redy to make you amendes, yf any harme hath 24 
bene done to you ' / * peace,' quod Charlote / * theyr ys 
as now no thynge so dere to 9 me as can moue me 
contrare. But that ahamfully I shall put [thee] to y el ° 
deth / beware of me/ Gerarde, who was but yonge, 28 
was in greate feer, and called apon our lorde god, and 
tournyd hys hors to come agayne to hys brother. But 
Chariot, who was in hys foolyshe opynyon, 11 cowchyd 
hys spere / and ran after Gerarde, and strake 12 hym on 32 

1-1 for some wrongs done me by thy Father Duko Seuin. 
* Castles from me. 3-4 know the reason thereof. 4 since. 
*— * stand on thy ground, for before. 8 Fol. vi. col. 2. 



shame. 



vnto. 10 put thee to. 



desperate moode. n strooke. 
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the syde with suche force that the spere ran throw 

parte of hys body, and so bare hym to the erth, Qnrdfidk 

wenyng he had bene slayn / how be it y* stroke was 

4 not mortals / 1 our lord god sauyd hym at that tyme ; 
howbeit 1 he was so sore hurte that he kowd not 
remoue for payne that he felt. The good Abbot of 
Cluny behelde Gerarde, and saw hym borne to the 

8 ground, and peteously wepyng, 2 sayde to* Huon / ' ha, 
cosyn, I se yonder your brother Gerarde slayn, the 
whiche 4 sleyth my 6 hert.' * A, s$r,' quod 6 Huon, ' for Hooo thinks him 

slain, 

goddessake counsel me. 7 Alas, what shall the duches our 
12 mother say when she knowith that my brother is slayne, 
who so swetly 8 hath norysshed vs. A, my dere brother 
Gerarde / now I se wel your dreme is 9 trew. Alas thai I 
had not belyued you ; yf I hade thys had not fortunyd. 10 
16 A, Syr,' quod 6 Huon to the Abbot, 'I requere 11 you 18 an* in rain beg. 
socoure me / for yf I shulde be slayne I wyll go and * WofU * #Abbot » 
wyl demaunde of yonder knyght for 13 what occasyon he 
hath slayne my brother, nor I shal neuer retourne tyl u 
20 I haue slayn him or he me/ ' A, fayre nephew,' quod 6 

the Abbote, ' bewarre what ye do / haue no trust to be who b a priest 

and ma n of 

socouryd by me / for ye knowe well in thys cas / I p#ace. 
can not ayde you / I am a prest & serue gode ; I may 
24 not be where any man ys slayne.' ' Syr/ quod 6 Huon, 
' of suche companye as yours is we myght well forbeer.' 
Then Huon behelde peteouslye 15 the .x. knyghtes that 
came with hym fro burdeuxe / And sayde, ' S yrs, ye He appeals to the 

ao , , <ti\l knight* of hie 

28 that are come hether with me / and haue bene escort, 
norysshyde in my hous, how say you, wyll ye ayede 
me to reuenge y* deth of my brother / & to socoure me 
agaynst thys fals mourderers that hath lyene 16 in a 

1-1 although in sooth verie dangerous, for. 
* (overcome with great greefe.) 5 unto. 

4 the sight whereof. * poore added. 6 quoth. 
7 in this heavie case added. 8 louingly. 9 too added. 

10 happened. 11 desire. 12 to added, 

v Fol. vi. back, col 1. M untill. u heavily. w lain. 
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wayte and slayn my brother Gerarde?' 'Syr,' quod 1 
They gladly lend they, 8 * to dye in the quarell 8 we shall 4 ayde & socoure 
you: 6 goo forth & haue no dowt' / and then they 
rode forth with suche smal defence as they had. Thera 4 
Huon brochyd 6 forth his hors with such fyersnes that 
he made the erth to trymble vndere hym / and hys 
knyghtes folowyde hym wttA a hardy e courage, deter- 
mynyde 7 to do walyauntly / when the goode Abbot 8 
saw hys nephew depart and hys companye he had grete 
petye / he prayed our lorde god to defende them fro 
deth. And the Abbot wyth hys companye folowyde 
softly after Huon to see what ende y* matere shulde 12 
Huon ride» to come vnto. Huon rode so long til 8 he came wher as 
UMtoraiy brothar hys brother lay sore woundyd. Then he cryede alowde, 
' my ryght dere brother, yf theyr be any lyfe in your 
bodye, aunswer me, & shew me how ye fele your selfe.' 16 
' Brother/ quod 1 Gerarde, ' I am sore woundyde ; I can 
not tell yf I may ekape a lyue / thynke on your selfe / 
yt ys no losse of me / fly ye away yonder ; ye may se 
how the woode ys full of armyde men / and they 20 
abyde for no thynge but to sley you as they haue 
done me.' 



wounded. 



9 % Howe Huon of Burdeuxe was soroufull 
when he sawe hys brother Gerarde so sore 24 
woundyde / and how he slew Charlotte / 
and how he came before the kyng at 
Parys and apealyde 10 hym of treason. 

Capitulo .ix. 28 

1 quoth. * were we sure added. * yet addtd. 

4 should. 5 therefore added. 6 spurred. 
7 determining. 8 untill. * Fol. vi. back, col. 2. 
10 appeached. 
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Hen Huon vnderstod his brother / he 
hide grete petye, 1 and sayde how 1 he Bwm j 
hade rather dye then to 8 departe 
wythoute reuengynge of hyw?, ' & god 
wyl I shall not departe tyl I haue 
slayn hyra that hath brought yon in to thys poynte'* / 
then he sporryd hys hors, and folowyd after Charlote, 
8 who was retournynge to the woode to hys companye / 
but when Charlote parseyuyde how Hnon folowyd 
bym / he tournyde hys hors and behelde hym fyerslye. 
Then Huon cryed wit/* a hye voyse & sayd, ' wassale, 5 
12 who 6 art thou that hath 7 slayn my brother! wher wert 
thou borne 1 ' / Chariot answeryd 8 & sayde, ' I was borne 
in Almayne, & I am sone to Duke Thyrrey ' / Huon ^» fcWj 
beleuyd he had sayd trouth, by cause 9 Chariot had a Duk.TWry*. 
16 dysgysyd shylde bycause he wolde not be knowen / 'a,' *°"* 
qt/od Huon, ' god gyue the incorobraunce ; 10 why hast 
thou slayne my brother?' / than Chariot answeryd 
fersly, 11 and [sayd], 'thy fader Duke Seuyn toke fro me 
20 .iiL castels, and wolde neuer do me ryght / therfor I haue 
slayne thy brother, and in lyke wyse so shal I the.' 

Then Huon in grete yre 12 sayd, ' false and vntrew 
knyght & morderer, or 13 it be nyght, I shall shewe thee 
24 thy dolour that thou hast brought me in' 14 / than 
Chariot sayd, ' beware the of me fore I defy the ' / 
Huon, who had but small 15 armure, t<>ke hys cloke of Huon prepare, to 

fight, 

skerlat & wrappyd it about hys arme, & drewe hys 
28 sworde & sporryd his hors, & came agaynst Chariot 
with his sword in his hande, and Chariot on the other 
parte came agaynst him with his spere in the reste, & 
he stroke Hnon about the ryght arme, so that the 
32 stroke pissyd through the doublenes of his cloke, and 

1 was verie sorrowful 1. f that. 8 omitted. * peril). 
6 villaine. 6 what. 7 hast. 8 Fo). vii. col. 1. 
9 for. 10 shame for y' fact u boldly. 
13 rage. 13 before. 
14 quittance this wrong appon thine own head. 18 no. 
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through his gowne and shyrt, & myst the 1 fleshe / thus 
Huon scapyd 2 that stroke, & thankyd god therof / then 
he lyfte vp his sworde with bothe his handys and lette 
the brydell of his hors goo, and so with all his myght 4 
and vertu he stroke Chariot on the helme in suche 
wyse that the serkell nor coyfe 3 of stele cowd not 
defende hym. But that the sworde went in to his 
brayne, and so fell to the erth, and neuer rose after : 8 
thus Chariot was slayne myserably / then the traytour 
Amaury, beyng in the wode, perseyuyd well how 
Chariot was slayn, wher of he thankyd god, & sayde, 
' Chariot is deed, god be thankyd / for by that stroke 12 
I shall brynge Fraunce in to suche a trouble, that I 
shall atayne to all my desyres/ Then Huon, seynge 
Chariot deed, retournyd to Gerarde hys brother, lyenge 
styll on the 4 erthe, brought hym Chariot horse, and 16 
demaundyd yf he myght ryde or not / 4 brother/ quod 
Gerarde, ' I thynke yes ; yf my wounde were bounde 
fast I wolde assay.' 

IT Then Huon alyghtyd and toke a pece of his shyrt, 20 
and therwith bounde his brothers wounde / therwith 5 
Huons knyghtes came to hym, and aydyd 6 to set 
Gerarde on his hors : but for the payne that he 
sufferyd he swounyd 7 twyse / then when he came 24 
agayne to hym selfe they set hym on an amblynge 
palfrey, and a knyght behynd hym to sustayne hym vp 
ryght / then he sayde to Huon / * brother, I requyre 8 
you let vs departe fro hense without goynge any 28 
farther forward; rather let vs retourne to Bourdeux 
to the Duches our moder, for I dowght yf we goo 
any forther that some grete yll shall come to vs / I 
promyse you yf we be perseyuyd by them that be in 32 
the wode, and that they knowe that ye haue slayne 
hym that hurt me, I fere me they wyll sle vs al' / 

1 his. * escaped. 3 wikle nor coft. 4 Fol. vii. col. 2. 
* then. 6 holpe. 7 swounded. 8 desire. 
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' brother/ quod Huon, * by the grace of god I shal not 
retourne for feer of deth / tyll I haoe sena y e kyng to h« proceeds to 
apele 1 hym of treason, when vnder his condnght and the Emperor of 
4 commaundement we be betrayed, and watchyd by y* foTtoTituck 
waye to murder vs ' / * brother/ quod Gerard, ' as your ^i^d^hL 
plesour is, so be it' / then they rode forthe the way to mhcondatL 
Parys fayre and easly, by cause of Gerard who was sore 
8 hurt / then y* knyghtes that were inbushyd* in the 
wode sayd to syr Amaury, 'syr, what shall we doo, 
senne 3 Chariot is slayne and lyeth in the playne / and 
yf we shall goo after them that hath done this dede / 

12 it shall be yll done yf they scape 4 alyue a way.' 
Then syr Amaury answeryd and sayde, * let them goo, 
god curse them, lette vs folowe them aferre of / tyll 
they come to Parys / let vs cary with vs the body of Amamy ni— 

16 Chariot and brynge it to the kynge / and there ye tohtemhons 
shall se what I shall saye, and yf ye wyll agree to be re Hamf 0 ** ***** 
wytnes 5 of that I shall say to y* kyng, I shall 6 make 
you all so ryche that ye shall neuer be power after ' / 

20 they answeryd they wolde fulfyll his pleasure / then 
they went out of y e wode, and came there as Chariot 
lay deed / then they toke hym vp and layde hym 
before j* erle Amaury on his horse necke / and so 

24 rode forth that, god confounde them, 7 / for as moche as 
in them lay, they dyd 8 to haue Huon iugyd to dethe / 
thus they rode the hye waye to parys / & the abbot of Hnon with it* 
cluney, who was rydyn 9 on before, lokyd behynde hym Abbot^n?" U 

28 and sawe the .iL brethren corny nge after hym / then he 
taryed and demandyd of Huon what aduenture he had 
founde / ' syr/ quod he, ' I haue slayne hym that hath h« recounts to 

him th# 

sore hurt my brother / and 10 he thought to haue slayn wireiiturt. 
32 me / but, thankyd be god, I haue lefte hym ded in the 

1 appeach. * ambushed. * see. 4 escape. 
» Fol. vit back, col. 1. 6 will. 
7 mischeefe fc mishap followe them. 1 laboured. 9 ridden. 
10 where. 
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The Abbot 
promise* to plead 
for him to the 
King. 



They reach Paris. 



Huon tells the 
barons in the 
King's presence 
of the treachery 
he has practised 
on them. 



place* / 'fayr nephew,' quod the abbot, 'I am sory 
therof, but seen 1 it is done / yf any plee 2 come therby, 
and that ye be excusyd 3 before y e kynge, I shall ayed 
you with all my power ' / 4 syr,' quod Huon, 4 of that 4 
I thanke you 1 / then Huon lokyd behynde hym and 
sawe were 4 the erle Amaury with all his powre came 
fayre & easely after hym / therwith all his blode 6 
trymbelyd / then he sayd to the abbot / 4 syr, what 8 
shall I do ? yonder I se them aproche that desyryth 6 
my deth / they be the same that laye in y* wode 
wachynge for vs* / 4 fayr nephew/ quod the abbot, 
4 haue no dough t / for they that come after vs cometh 7 12 
but a soft pase ; they make no semblant to ouer take 
you / let vs ryde on a good pase, we shall be anone at 
Parys ; it is but .ii. myles thether.' Then they rode on, 
and restyd not tyll they came to the paleys, and ther 16 
alyghtyd and went vp. Huon helde his brother by the 
hande, and the abbot by the other hande / then they 
sawe the kynge syttynge amo?ige his barons / then 
Huon salutyd duke Naymes and all the other barons, 20 
and sayde / 8 4 god that for vs dyed on a crosse saue all 
these noble barons / and 9 confounde the kynge whome 
I se there syttyng 9 / for there was neuer harde of a 
greter 10 treason then the kyng hath purchasyd for 11 24 
vs / seynge that by his messengers and his letters 
patentes he hath sent fore vs to do hym seruyce / the 
which cowimaundement we haue 12 obbeyed as to our 
souerayne lorde / but by false treason & a wayte hath 18 28 
layde asspyall 14 fore vs, and a grete busshemewt, 15 for to 
haue murderyd vs by the way / and 16 they haue 17 



1 seeing. 8 hurt 8 accused. 4 where. 
6 heart. 8 desire. 7 come. 8 Fol. vii. bnck, col. 2. 

9 Health & faire hap to all these noble Lords, but shame 
& dishonour to my Lord the King. 

10 fowler. 11 practised agairist. 12 in all dutie. 
13 been added. 14 secretly. 15 close ambush. 16 first. 
17 omitted. 
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assay lyd my brother here present, and by them was he 
brought in to that poynt 1 / that they lefte hym for 
deed / and he sayde that 2 they set on me to haue 
4 slayne me / but by y e ayed of oure lord Ihesu Cryste 
with my sworde I so defendyd me / that he that 
thought to haue slayne vs, I haue slayne hym.' 




% How the kynge was sore dyspleasyd with 
Huon bycause he apeychyd hym of trea- 
son / & how Huofl shewyd all the maner 
why he slewe the knyght that woundyd 
his brother. Capitulo .x. 

Hen the kynge vnderstode 8 Huon he ciiariwu 
s i yd, ' wassell, 4 beware and thynke well charge brought 
what thou say est here before all my Hoin? Um by 
l»arow8 / for neuer of 5 all my lyfe I 
nother dyde 6 nor consent 7 any trea- 
son / but by the fayeth that I owe to saynt Denys, 8 and 
by my berde / yf it be so that thou canst not proue this 
that thou layest to my charge / I shall cause bothe the 
20 and thy 9 brother to dye an yll 10 deth' / whan Huoti 
herd the kyng how he toke his wordes / he stept 
forthe and sayd / '0 thou 11 kynge, beholde here my 
brother, who by the 12 is sore hurte and in inperdy 13 of 
24 hys lyfe' / and so dyd M of his brothers gowne and his Huon show* 

Gerard'* wound 

doublet to his shyrt, and than vpeneth the grete to the court, 
wounde, so that the blode ranne out, 15 so that Gerard yn 
fell 16 in a swoune before the kyng and the barons, for 17 
28 the grete payne 18 that he felt: wherof the emperour 

1 into such danger. 8 afterward. 8 had heard. 
* knight. 6 in. • did I euer act. 7 give consent to. 
8 my maker. 9 Fol. viii. col. 1. 10 euill. 11 Great. 

12 thy meanes. 13 ieoparriie. 14 did take. 
15 abundantly added, 16 it enforced G. to fall. 17 through. 
18 anguish. 
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CbarietpitiMthe had suche pyte 1 / that his herte tenderyd 2 / than 

Injured youth, # 

mcontynent 3 he sent for his surgens, causyng them to 
serche his wounde / than he demaundyd yf they coude 
saue his lyfe / and when they hadde well vysytyd 4 the 4 
wounde, they sayde / ' syr, by the plesnre 5 of god with 
in this morieth he shal be hole & sounde ' / the kyng 
was glad of that answere / than he regardyd 6 Huon 
and sayde, ' sene thou leyest this deed to my charge / 8 
7 by the feyth that I owe to god & to saint Denis / 
and promiwt to neuer in my lyfe I thought to do this treason 7 / but by 

punish him who _ _ 

has brought him glorious saynt James, 8 and by the crowne that I here 
to such a plight. on m ^ / yf I may knowe who hath done this 9 112 
shall do suche puysyon 10 and so grete iustyce that it 
shall before euer 11 a perpetuall memory 12 / & I shall 
do you suche ryght 13 that ye shall haue no cause to 
complayn' / 'syr/ quod 14 Huon, * I thanke you, for in 16 
obbeyynge of your cor/imaundement this myschyf is 
fallen to vs. I ca?i not thynke nor knowe that any 
tyme of oure lyfe nother I nor 16 my brother dyd neuer 
wronge nor 16 trespace to any creature / syr, at lenght I 20 
Hnon dwcribw at shall shewe the maner of this dede 17 / after that why 18 
Um^ujemanner ^^^y^ f ro j$ nT & eSLUJL we founde no aduenture / but 

whan we came with in a lege of mount lcherry / we 

met with our vncle, the Abbot of cluney / and so fell in 24 

companey with hym / to conducte vs to your court, and 

so we rode to gether tyll we came on this syde mount 

leherry / than 19 we sawe a lytell wode, and by the 

1 took such compassion. 
1 that he could not choose hut much bemone him. 
8 And therefore immediately. 4 thorowly searched. 

6 help. 6 and beholding. 

i— 7 thou must thinke, that thou hast touched the royall 
reputation of a King & that in such sort, as verie hardly may 
the condition of Majestie endure it. 

• by my Countreys honour. 9 heynous offence added. 
10 right. 11 as it shall remaine for. u of due honour added. 
13 And that yourselves shall report 14 My Lord, answeared. 
16 either . . or. 14 ever . . or. 
17 but thus (by your kingly pacience) the case happened, 
is we. 19 Fol. viii. col. 2. 
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bryghtnen of the sonne we sawe the helmes and 
speres and shyldes of them that were embusshyd in the 
wode, and the one came out of y e wode all arm yd, his 
4 spere in his hande, and shylde aboute his necke, and 
he came softe a 1 pace to warde vs / than all we stode 
styll, and sent my brother to the knyght to know 
wether they were spyes or men to kepe y e passage, to 
8 y e entent that, yf they demandyd any trybute, they 
shold haue ryght of vs / yf they wolde haue any of 
vs / whan my brother came nere to the knyght he 
demandyd what we were / & my brother sayde / how 
12 wo were the chyldren of the Duke of burdeux, and 
where comynge by your commaundement to your court, 
to releue our londys and fees of your grace / than the 
knyght sayde how we were the same persons that he 
16 sought for / and sayd how that a .viL yere 2 passyd that 
duke Seuyn our father had taken fro hym .lit. castels / 
the whiche was neuer so / than my brother offeryd 
hym that if he wolde com to parys before you & your 
20 barons he shuld haue ryght done to hym, yf he hadde 
any wronge done to hym / than the knyght answeryd 
that he wolde not so do / and ther with sodenly 
couchyd his spere, and stroke my brother as ye see, he and of Mi 
24 beynge vnarmyd, so that he fell to the erthe, wenyng 
he had been slayne / and than he rode agayne fayre 
and easley towarde the wode. And whan I sawe my 
brother borne to the erthe, I had suche sorowe at my 
28 herte that I coude tarry no lenger to be auengyde / 
than I demandyd of myne vncle yf he wolde ayed me / 
he answeryd and sayd no, because he was a preest, so 
he and all his monkes departyd, and lefte me alone / 
32 than I toke the .x. knyghtes that came with me out of 
my countre / and I rode as faste as I coude to the 
entent that he sholde not *skape 4 that had so woundyd 

1 a soft * yeares * Fol. viii. back, col 1. 
4 escape. 
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my brother / & as sone as he sawe that I folowyd 
hym / he retournyd agaynst me / than I demaundyd 
of hym what he was / he sayd he perteynyd to Duke 
terrey of Ardayn / than I deniaundyd why he had 4 
slayne my brother ; he answeryd & sayd in lyke wyse 
he wold serue me / & therwith he couchyd his spere & 
stroke me on y e syde through my gowne & dowblet, & 
hurte not my fleshe, as it was the pleasure of god / than 8 
I wrappyd my mantell aboute myne arme & I drew out 
my sworde, & with bothe my handys as he passyd by 
He teiu how he me I gaue hym such a stroke that I cloue his hede 

slew hid brother's 

wouid-be nere to the tethe / & so lie fell downe to y e erthe 12 

murderer, deed. I know not what he is / But what soeuer he be, 
I haue slayn hym / & yf there be any that wyll 
demau?id ryght in this case, let hym in to your royall 
court before al your peeres, & I shal do hy??i reason yf 16 
it be founde that I haue done any wronge ; & whan 
I had slayne hym, I layde my brother on y e deed 
knyghte* horse, & ouer toke y e abbot myne vncle / as 
I rode I sawe 1 behynd me I saw them that where 20 
inbusshyd in y e wode come rydyng after, & one knyght 
and how his body came before & brought vpo7i his horse y e sayde deed 
borne to the knyght. I knowe well, yf they be not come, they 
court * wyll soone be here* / whan kyng Charlemayn vnder- 24 

cheries wondert stode Huon / he hadde grete meruayll what knyght it 

who the false 

knight may be. was that was slayne, and sayd to Huon / * knowe for 
trough I shall do you reason, for I know none so grete 
in my realme, who so euer it be, yf I can proue on hym 28 
any poynt of treason, but I shall cause hym to dye an 
yll 2 deth / for y e mater touchy th me ryght nere, syn 3 
vnder myne assurance & by my cowmandeinent ye 
r.erardbythe are come nether.* Than y e kynge commaundyd that 
carefully tended. Gerarde sholdo be had to a goodly chambre & well 
lokyd vnto / y e whiche was done. 

1 and looked. a euill. 3 seeing. 
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% How Chariot the kynges sone 1 was brought 
before hym deed, & of the grete sorow 
that he made / & how the erle Amaury 
appellyd 2 Huon for the deth of Chariot / 
& how the kyng wolde haue runne vpon 
Huon / & of the good couwsell that Duke 
Niivrnes of bauyer gaue to the kyng. 

Ca. .xi. 

Ow 3 Huon Of BlirdeUX & V e abbot Huon and the 
_ , . . , _ , , , Abbot thank the 

of cluney his vncle herd the good king for his 
wyll of the kynge & the offer that 
he had made / they knelyd down 
to haue kyst his fote, & thankyd 
hym of his courtesey / thaw 4 y e 
kyng 5 tuke hym vp. Thaw y e abbot sayd, 'syr, all 
16 that my nephew Huon had sayd is trew* / y* ki[n]ge 
sayd, ' I belyue you wel ' / y e king dyd to them honour, 
& feest* / but he had grete desire to knowe the trough 
of tin* case / & sayd, * Huon, & ye, abbot of clunei / chariei assert* 

~~ , , t -r , , <r i that if Chariot 

20 know for trough 7 I haue a sone whome I loue himself proved 

enteerly / yf ye haue slayne hym in doynge suche a death^'ilouwbe 

velayn 8 dede as to breke my assurance, I do pardon read,ly pardoned - 
you, so that it be as ye say* / 'syr,' quod Huon, 'of 9 

24 that I thawke your grace / & surely y e trough is as I 

haue shewyd you ' / then y e kynge sent for Chariot his lie sends for 

• tot Chariot. 

sone / so he was serchyd for in his logynge / & there 
it was sayde how he was departyd out of y e towne y e 
28 nyght before / so y e messengers departyd, & whan they 

came in to the strete / they sawe where the erle Amaury But meanwhile 

i.i i i We body to being 

came rydynge with Chariot deed on his horse neck / carried to the 
& they herde in stretes lordes, knyghte*, ladyes, & pR,ace ' 

1 Fol. viii. back, col. 2. 2 appeached. 3 when. 

4 but. 6 knyg in orig. 
6 feasted them in his Pallaice royally. 7 certaintie. 
8 villainous. 9 for. 
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The people throng 
the streets, 
mtd greet the 
cortege with 
lamentation. 



Charles hears the 
cry, and 
bid?. Duke 
Nsymes dlscorer 
its cause. 



But straightway 
Amaury brings 
the corpse into 
the audience 
chamber. 



and lays it down 
before the King. 



Duke Naymes 
endeavours to 
assuage Charles' 
grief. 



damasela makyng grete cryes & pytyous complayntes 
for Chariot, the kynges sone, whome they sawe deed / 
these messengers had grete meniayll 1 / at the last they 
persayuyd it was for y e loue of the deth of Chariot / 4 
than they returnyd to the palayes / but by rayson of the 
cry 2 that the pepull made, 8 the noyse therof 4 cam to 
the palayes. Y* kynge Charlemayn herd his sonne 
Chariot namyd / than he sayde to duke Naymes / 8 
* syr, I haue grete meruayll what noyse is it that is 
made in y e towne, & as me thynkyth I here my sonne 
Chariot namyd / sertenly my hert gyuyth me that it is 
my sone that Huon hath slayne, wherfore I requyre 12 
you go & knowe what the matter is.' 3 

U Than duke Naymes / departyd, & iucontenent he 
incounteryd Chariot borne deed betwene .iiii. knyghte* 
vpo» a shylde / whan he sawe that, he was ryght 16 
sorowfull, so that he coud speke no 5 worde / than y 6 
vnhappy erle Amaury went vp in to y* hall, & came 
before y e - kynge & all his barons, & ther he leyde 
downe Chariot / whan Charles sawe his sonne so 20 
slayne / y e doloure & sorow that he made was inport- 
able ; 6 it was pyte to se him / than duke Naymes had as 
mych sorow as other, 7 seynge the pytufull aduenture, 
& also y e sorow 8 that his lordes made / thaw he came 24 
to the kynge & sayde / 4 syr, 9 coraforte yourselfe in this 
mysaduenture / syr, by takyng this dolour 10 ye cai 



1 were annoyed at these exclamations, but. 

2 outcries & pityous moone. 

8 From 1 the noise .... is * is thus altered : — with oft 
repetition of Chariot's name (all which the Emperour, leaning 
at a windowe, confusedly heard) his heart woxed wondrous 
heauie, saying, 'Mee thinkes I heare such sorrow as hath not 
been usuall, and my Sonne Chariot's name is tossed to & fro in 
this outcry; it maketh me feare that it is my Sonne whome 
thou hath slain.' Then calling Duke Naymes unto him, 
requested hi in to goe forth & resolue him on this matter. 

4 Fol. ix. col. 1. 6 one. 6 unspeakable. 

* any other. 8 moane. 9 Good my Lord. 

10 by ouergreeuing at this ill hap. 
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wynne nothyng / nor recouer your chylde agayne / syr, 
ye know well that my cousin Ogyer the dane slew my 
sonne Bertrand / who bare your message of defyaunce 
4 to the kyng of Pauey / yet I dyd suffer it without any 
grete sorow makyng, by cause I knew well sorow coude 
not recouer hym agayne* / 'Naymes/ quod the kynge, Tt»Kin*tnqaifw 
'I ca;* not forge te this / I haue grete desyre to knowe mviltsito,*^ 
8 the cause of this dede' / than duke Naymes sayd to 
duke Amaury / 'syr, know you who hath slayne 
Chariot, & for what cause 1 ' Than erle amaury stept 
forthe, and sayde with a loude woyse 1 / 'syr 2 kynge Anwury 

12 Charlemayn / what 3 demaunde you any forther, whan uUMmurdmr. 
ye haue hym before you that hath slayn your sonne ? & 
that is Huon of Bourdeux, who is syttynge there in 
your presence 9 / whan the kynge herd what the erle 

16 Amau 4 ry had sayd / he lokyd feerely on Huon, and had Ch*rit»wonid 

have ruahod upon 

strykyn 6 him with a knyfe, 6 & duke Naymes had not Huon but for 
ben, 7 who blamed the kynge, & sayd, 'a, syr, 8 what tni^tatJooT 
thynke 9 you to do this day, to receyue y* chyldren of 

20 duke Seuyn in to y[ou]r court, & hath promysed to do 
them ryght & reason, & now wold sle them / so may 
all suche as shall here of y* mater shal 10 say that ye 
haue sent for them to 11 murder & to sle them / and that 

24 ye sent your sonne to lye in a wayte for them, to haue 
slayne them / syr, 12 by that I se in you / as now ye 
maynteyne not youre selfe lyke a man, but rather lyke 
a chylde 12 / syr, demaunde of erle Amaury / the cause 

28 why he had forthe Chariot your sonne / & why that he 
assaylyd j* .ii. brethren ' / ther was present Huon, who 
was gretely abasshyd of the kynge 18 / who receyuyd Horn tenths 
hym so humbly, 14 & now wolde sle hym / he was in wnth. 

1 voyce. 1 Great. 8 why. 4 Pol. ix. col. 2. 6 stroken. 
6 hia Sceptre. 7 but for duke N. 8 Forbeare, my Lord. 
9 meane. 10 omitted. 11 to no other end but to. 
u—12 By thig may be discerned, that you forget the true 
Maiestie of a King, & expresse actions unseeming Cinu Semaine. 
13 at tlie Kings furie. 14 first so kindly. 
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grete fere / and as raoche as he myght ho drewe backe 
fro the kynge / & was abasshyd 1 in that he had slayn 
the kynges sonne vnknowyng ; 2 & than he was sore 
troubelyd it was no meruayll, for theyT 8 he sawe no 4 
man that perteynyd to hym nor 4 to ayed hym / nor 6 
too mayntayne his ryght / but alonely y e good abbot of 
cluney, his vncle / who coud gyue him none other ayed 
but wt th his worded : thaw he toke on hym corage, & 8 
He pleads ttwt he ryght humbly sayd to y e kyng / 'syr, I requyre your 

•lew Chariot in* . 

hi* own defence, grace touch me not / for, syr, know for trough / he that 
lyeth ther deed before you / I slew him in my defence / 
ami knew him not & not knowynge that he was your sonne Chariot / 12 
•on. for, syr, yf I had knowyn him I wolde in no wyse haue 

touchyd hym / for, syr, ye may well knowe yf I had 
knowyn that it had ben he I wolde not haue com 
to you for resyne; 6 I wold rather haue fled awaye 16 
so farre that no man shulde haue herd any tydynges of 
me / &, syr, for goddes sake I requyre you, as hertely 
as I caw, to let me haue ryght / I submyt my body / to 
abide the iugemewt of your noble Peres, 7 and yf it can 20 
be prouyd that I slewe Chariot knowynge hym to be 
your sone / than, syr, let me haue a shamefull dethe ' / 
The baron, ask than all the Peeres & barons beynge theyr sayde with 
tSoun? of the sad a hye voyse / how he had spoken resonably, & that yf 24 
business. ^ Amaury wolde any thiwge say to the contrary, 

it was tyme than to speke and to shewe it. 

% How the traytour erle Amauri chargid 
Huort before the emperour, how that he 28 
traytourously with treason prepensyd 8 had 
slayne the kynges sonne, & in that quarell 
he appellyd Huon to batayll. Ca. .xii. 

1 greatly agreeued. 8 not knowing him. 
8 And blame him not to be much troubled in mind when. 
* omitted. 6 or. 8 rescue. 7 Fol. ix. back, ool. 1. 
8 pretended. 
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I Hen the kynge had liarde Huon speke, The King follow* 
he beheld duke naymes, & desyred nd\ *J!* ym ** 
him too shewe 1 hys aduyse. 'syr/ Anbury** 1 ** 0 
quod the duke, ' I can seye none other 
thynge to you but as I sayd before / 
demaunde erie Amaury why he led fourth your sonne 
all armid, and kepte the busshement in the woode to set 
8 on the .ii. bretheren, or elles what was it that he sought 

for there* / then erle Amaury sayd, *syr, I shall sjiewe The false Eari 

tells a lying story 

you the trouthe, & yf I do otherwyse let me dye a 
shamefull dethe / trewe it is, this nyght passyd, your 

1 2 sonne sent for me, desyryng me to ryde with hym an 
hawkynge / and I desyred hym to abyde tyll 2 the 
mornynge / but he sayd that lie would nedes go afore 
nyght / then I grauntyd to go with hym, so that he 

1 G woulde ryde armyd / for I doughtyd the men of Arden, 
to the entente that yf we met with eny of them we 
myght be able to resyst them ; and so we dyd / thus we how he ana 

, „ . . , . . i . n i Chariot, while 

rode out of this towne, and came into a lyteil wode, hawking, io»t a 
20 and there wq cast of our hawkys, and theyre we lost one hawk * 
of them, and therwith the same waye came the chyldren 
of duke seuyn / and there we sawe Huon, the eldest, who which Huon 
is here present, who 3 had taken vp oure hawke / and to restore, 
24 your sone came in courteyse manner to hym, and 
desyryd hym to rendre agayne his hawke, but the 
traytoure would not in no wyse / then Gererde, the 
yonger brother, came to your sonne, and they straue so 
28 togyther that your sonne strake him ; then Huon, with- and how Huon 

1D thereon struck 

out eny word spekynge, lyft vp his swerd, & so chariot down, 
petuously 4 slew youre sone / then he & his brother ran 
awaye so fast that we coulde not ouer take hym, 6 

32 wherof we were sory / thus he knewe well your sonne, Amaury 

and he slew hym / and yf he wyll say the contrary, tomwertthathe 

here is my gage, the which I present here before you / Chariot was. 

1 giue. * untill. 3 Fol. ix. back, col. 2. 
4 villaynously. 6 them. 
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The Abbot of 
Cluny declares 
Amaury to have 
falsely spoken. 



Amaury adheres 
to bis story. 



The Abbot bids 
Haon accept the 
false Earl's 
challenge. 




huon of burdeux. [Ca. xiii 

and yf he be soo hardy to lyfte vp my gawge, I shall 
make hym confesse it or 1 it be nyght that it is trew 
that I haue sayd: and this I wyll proue* my body 
ayenst his.' 4 

^[ How the abbot of cluney wold proue that 
the sayeng of the erle amaury was fals & 
vntrew, & how the erle dyd cast his gauge 
ayenst Huon, who toke it vp, Ca. .xiii. 8 

> Fter that erle Amauri had endyd his 
tale, y* abbot of cluney stept fourthe, 
and sayd to the kyng, 'syr, ye 
neuer herd so fals a tale before as 12 
this tray tour Amaury hathe sayd, 
iur I and .iiii. moo 8 of my mounkes, 
beynge preestes here presente, ar redy to swere & to 
make solempne othe that the sayeng of this traytour is 16 
false, and therfore there ought no gage to be layde in 
y e cause, synse 4 there is trew wyttenes of the mater'/ 
' syr/ quod the kyng, « the wyttenes is to be beleuyd / 
syr Amaury, how say you therto?' / 'A, syr,' quod 20 
he, ' I wolde be lothe to say agaynst y e abbot, but y* 
trough is as I haue sayd / y e abbot may say as it 
playse him / but yf Huon be so hardy to deny this that 
I haue sayd before you / let him com in to y e felde 24 
agaynst me, &, or 5 it be nyght, I shall cause him to 
6 co/ife»se it openly ' / whan y e abbot harde that, he had 
grete meruayll, & beheld Huo7i, & sayde 7 / 'fayr 
nephew, offer your gage, for the ryght is with y* / for 28 
yf thou be vanquysshyd in this quarel, yf euer I retourne 
in to myne abbey theyr is no seynt in my churche, but 
I shall with a staffe beat & breke them all to pyces / 

1 ere. 8 with added. 8 more. * seeing. 
6 before. 6 Fol. x. col. 1. 
' he grew offended, & looking stearuly upon H., sayd. 
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for yf god wyll suffer suche a wronge, I shal gyue if w« nephew 

_ _ _ _ be defeated, 

suche strokes vpon y* shryne of seynt Peter that I b« win break »n 

shall leue nother gold nor precyous stone hole to- aetata tThis ' lh * 

4 gether ' / ' syr,' quod Huon / * & god wyll I shall not chureh * 

let to lyft vp his gage, for I shall proue that falsly and Hwm ukee op 

the challenge, 

vntrewely / syr Amaury lyeth, as an yll 1 & a false 
traytour, & shal make him to confesse that I neuer 
8 knew that he fhat I slewe was y* kynges sonne ' / than 
y* kyng sayd that Huon muost lay 2 hostage / 'syr/ 
qtwd Huon, 'ye shall haue my brother; I can not end^Teehie 

brother ae 

delyuer you any that is so nere me as he is / for here I hoetage. 

12 haue nother cosyn nor kynsman that wyl lay in hostage 
for me ' / ' fayre neuew,' quod y* abbot, * say not so / 
for I & my monke* wyl be pledges for you, & yf 
anythinge shuld fall to you other wyse than wel, 

16 which god forbed, than shame haue kvnge Charlemayn, 
without he hange on the galous bothe me & all my 
monke*.' ' A, syr/ 3 quod the kynge, 'ye say yll / for 
I wold neuer do that 1 / than sayde the kynge to 

20 Amaury / ' sir, lay 4 pledges for your part ' / the traytour 

answeryd / 'sir, here be .iL of my nephese shall be Amanry offert hu 

two nephews ae 

pledge for me ' / ' I am content,' quod the kynge, ' on y* pledgee, 
condycyon that yf thou be vanquysshyd or dyscomfytyd 

24 I shall cause them to dye an yll deth/ than y e pledges 
said they wold be no pledges on that condycyon : let 
other be pledges who wold : but they sayd yf y e king 
wold take them on the lesynge 5 of ther londes / they 

28 were content / & the kyng graunted them. 

% How those .ii. champions came in to the 
felde where as they shuld fyght, acowpanyd 
with there fre^dis. Capitulo .xiiii. 

1 euilL 2 giue. 8 Go to, Abbot. 
4 bring in. 6 loosing. 
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Hus as ye herd both parteys delyueryd 
pledges ; than y e kyng, to be in y e more 
suerte, put thew* both in a toure 2 tyll 
Theiutear* \^MMJ y e day of y e batayll : than y e feld was 4 

prepared for the tCaBKLkV 

duel. ordaynyd, for / y e kyng than sware that 

his sonne shuld not be buryed tyll he that were van- 
quysshyd were hanged, yf he were not slayne in y e felde / 
than he cowmandyd duke Naymes to be redy with an 8 
C. knyghte* to kepe y* felde & to se that no treason 
shuld be done ; for he sayd he had rather lese 3 y e best 

nie Dake Cyte of his realme / ' syr/ quod duke Naymes, ' be y e 

Nayines make* ill . . 11,1 * 1* 

arrangement. pleasour 4 of god, the mater Bhall be so orderyd for y* 12 
suerte of both partes, that none shal haue wrowg 1 / y* 
which thinge was done so delygently that euery thiwge 

The chumpiont was redy / so bothe partes were brought in to the 

with their friends ' . _ . . 

repair to church church of our lady in Paris, accompenyd with theyr 16 
appointed for the frendes, as in suche a case requyryd. with Amaury 
flght ' was is next frendes, all issuyd of y* genalogey of 

Gawnelon / whan they both had hard masse, they toke 
a soppe 6 of wyne / than they were rychely armyd & 20 
and thence ride to mountyd on good horsses, & so tooke y e way to y* 

the field. 

felde / y e stages were redy, & y e kyng & his barons 
there redy 6 / abydyng for the .ii. champyons / who 
came one after another through y e strette* / fyrat came 24 
y e erle Amaury, & he rode tyll he came to the felde, 
& than he alyghtyd, & salutyd y* kynge & all the 
barons / than Huon cam anone after, aco?npenyd with a 
goodly soort / there was 7 lenynge in wyndous ladys & 28 
damesels a grete nombre, who all prayed our lord Ihu 
Cryst to ayed & to defend Huon fro the traytour 
The people debate Amaury / the peopell compleynyd / and thought it in 

thech.nceeofthe ' ' ' * 1 r J J ' ° 

warrior*. possyble that Huon shulde resyst agaynst erle Amaury / 32 

by cause Huon was so fay re and yong / but of the 
age of foure an twenty yere. But he was so fayre and 

1 Fol. x. col. 2. 1 Tower. 3 loose. 4 grace. 
5 draught. 6 present 1 were. 
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so well made of body that he coude not be amendyd, 1 
nor none more repl»te with vertu / there fore he was 
sore bemoynd 2 both of men and 3 woman that sawe hym 
4 posse by / & by cause y' erle Amaury was a byg 4 man 
t & a valyant, & an expert man 6 in armes, none stronger 
in all the kynges court / he was preuy 6 with the 
kynge, & welbelouyd / py te it was that 7 he was suche 
8 a traytour, for a worse coud not be founde in any 
realme / he had grete trust in his owne strenthe / & 
lytyll praysyd 8 Huon of bourdeux, thynkynge he 
shuid not longe endure agaynst hym / but there is a 

12 comon prouerbe / the which hath begylyd many a 
man : it is sayd that a small rayne abatyth a grete 
wynd / for yf our lord Ihu Cryst wyll saue Huon / y e 
force & puyssance of erle Amaury shall do Huon but 

16 small hurt / for the ryght excellent proffers 9 and grete 
corage that was in Huon defendyd hym, as ye shall 
here here after. 



% How those .ii. champions made theyr 
20 othes vpofl the relykes that theyr sayenge 
was trewe / & what the kynge sayde. 

Capitulo .xv. 
Hus Huon [rode] 10 tyll he came in to 
2"* <5S3lilifefc y* felde : tnan ne salutyd the kyng & 

all the barons ryght humbly / than ho Huon *xrm on 

. iii o i , the iv'ica that he 

aprochyd to the relykes, & ther made ha* spoken truth, 
his soleme othe in the presence of 
28 9 duke Naymes of Bauyer, who was 

keper of the felde, affermyng that neuer in his lyfe he 
knewe not that he had slayne Chariot, the kinges 

1 no knight so gallant & seemly. 2 bemnoyd in the orig. 
9 Fol. x. back, col. 1. 4 big boned. 6 knight. 
• Inward. T everie one greatly pityed that. 8 regarded. 
9 partes. 10 rode U written in the orig. 
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Sonne, & 1 all that erle Amaury hath sayd was false & 
vntrew, & that he lyed lyke a false traytour, & so 
kyssed the relykes / whan Huon had thus made his 
Amanry othe, erle Amaury stept forthe all afrayde / and sware 4 

that Huon speaks 

laiseiy. how Huons othe was false, and that [he] surely .knew 

that it was Chariot whan he 'slewe him, hy cause he 
claymyd his hawke, y e which Huon had taken vp, & 
that he sayd he 2 wold cause hym to confesse or 3 it 8 
were nyght. whan he had sworne, he thought to haue 
Amanry itumbta retournyd to his horse, & stumblyd so that he had 
his hone, nerehand fallen to y e erth. all that saw it toke it for 

an yll syne, & iugyd in ther mindes how y e mater was 12 
lykely to go yll 4 agaynst the erle Amaury. whan 
bothe those champyons had made 5 theyr othes, & the 
duke Naymes had causyd the felde to be avoydyd / 
had set the keepers of the f^lde in deu order as it 16 
The champions aperteynyd / than the .ii. champyons lept on theyr 
enter the lists. h or8es> theyr speres in theyr handys, & there shyldes 
about theyr neckes / than a crye was made that none 
shulde be so hardy -to moue or to make any token to 20 
any of y e partes vpon payn of deth / after that crye 
made y e noble emperour Charlemayn, full of Ire & 
The Emperor dyspleasour, causyd it to be cryed, 6 that yf it fortunyd 
s^Mrtthwof that the vanquysser sle his enymye in y e feld / or 7 he 24 
before^hld confesse y e treason for y* deth of his sonne, that than 
^thaTto th * y* vanquesser to lese all his londys, & hym selfe to be 
S!e\ r u^vor* th ' bannysshyd out of y e realme of franco, & out of y e 
baniiihed*and lose em Py re °f Rome for euer / after that crye made 8 duke 28 
his land. Naymes & y* other barons & peeres cam to the kynge 

and sayde / ' A, syr, what wyll ye do ? / this that ye 
wolde do 0 is agaynst the statute of the noble realme of 
fraunce <fc of y* empyre of Rome / for often tymes it 32 

1 that as he was true knight, & loyall liegeman to the 

Emperour, added. 

s Fol. x. back, col. 2. 8 ere. 4 enill. 4 taken. 

6 ngainc to be proclaimed. T before. 

8 proclamation ended. 9 yon haue proclaymed. 
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happyth 1 that one of y* champyons is slayne & haue 

no puissance 2 to speke 8 / for your grete renowne, the Dakt v*jmm 

whiche so long tyme hath been spred abrode, that it Kin* u hwoin 

4 8hulde be quenshyd or blarnysshyd, it shall be sayde UI ^ a * c 
that yon who hath lynyd in so grete tryumphe 4 all y* 
dayes of yonr lyfe, & now in your latter dayes to 
become a 5 chylde ; ' of the which wordes / the ky og 

8 toke small ragarde. 

f How Huon of burdeux and the erle 
Amaury fought together be 6 fore kyng 
Charieman, & how the traytour Amaury 
12 was slayne by the noble prowes and 
cheualry of Huon. Ca. .xvi. 

TIan kyng Charlemayn had herd Duke hi. bwon. makt 

• /v v 4 ^ * Mk.oompl.lnt, 

nainies / he swore by saynt Denys of bat chart* wtu 

bMr nothing. 

f raunce & by his crowne & berde that 
it shulde be as he had sayd, nor other 
wyse he wolde no't do it / than the 
noble barons where sory & sore dyspleasyd. and they 
20 departyd fro y* kyng, & sayd that by all semylytude 7 fro 
thens forth ryght sholde haue no place in his court, many 
noble prynces & barones murmuryd sore at y* crye 8 
that was made / those 0 .ii. champyons drew a parte, & 
24 eche of them fersly regardyd other / than erle Amaury Ara.ui7 crta 

.loud tlut Huon 

spake aloude & sayd / 'thou Huon of burdeux, false i> . &b« traitor. 
traytour 10 knyght / this day I shall cause the to con f esse 
thy falsnes / how be it I haue grete pyte of the, I see 
28 the so yonge 11 / yf 12 //wu wylt confesse this murder 
that thoM hast done / I shall desyre kynge charlemayn 
1 happeneth. * power. 

9 shall therefore the conquerour been bo muoh iniuried? 
added. 

4 dignity. * weaker than a. • Fol. xl. col. 1. 
7 likelyhood. • proclamation. 9 and the. 

10 trayterous. 11 in regard of thy youth. 
M therefore. 
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Hnon aneweri 
In rag*. 



HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xvi. 



They rash on 
one ■nother, 
and their 
fell. 



Tliej nght on 
foot. 



Amanry ttrikee 
Hnon'a helmet 
eo that he nearly 
ewoone. 



to haue mercy 1 vpon the' / whan Huon 2 herde the 
treatour so speke, for anger he blusshyd red & sayde / 
' a ! thou, false gloton and yll traytour, 8 thy venemus 
wordys full of bytternes doth no thynge 4 abasshe me / 4 
for the good ryght that I ain in shall ayed me by the 
helpe of our lorde Ihe*u Cryst / and I shall so ponyshe 
thy trespace / that this day I shall make the to confesse 
thy falsnes haue ther of no dought ' / ther with couchyd 8 
ther speres & dasht 6 so to ther horses / that it semed 
that the thounder had fallen fro heuen / thus with 
ther sharpe speres they enconteryd in suche wyse that 
ther spers brake to ther hande*, so that y e sleuers flew 12 
a hye in y' ayer, & in to y e kynges stage / &*both ther 
horses fell to the erth / & the knyghts sore astonnyd 
with ther fallyng / than venturously 6 they releuyd 
them with ther swordys in ther handys, & so aprochyd 16 
eche to other / and so fought eche with another 7 & 
Huofts horse strangelyd syr Amauryes horse, & 8 whan 
he saw his horse slayne / Amaury stept to Huon for to 
haue slayne him / 9 than Huon stept betwene them • <fc 20 
lift vp his sword, & gaue y* erle such a stroke that he 
was astonnyed ther with, & reculyd 10 backe more than 
.ii. pases, & more 11 had he not fallen to y 9 erth 11 / so 
that all that sawe them had meruayll of Huons vertu & 24 
force, seynge y e grett strenght that was in syr Amaury / 
than whan y e erle Amaury felte hym selfe in grete 
payne he began to dysspyse the name of god and of the 
gloryous vyrgyn raary / how be it, as well as he myght 28 
he aprochyd to Huon, and with his sworde gaue Huon 
suche a stroke on the helme that all the floures & 
precyous stones ther fiewe abrode in the felde, and the 
syrcle of the helme all to broken / and the stroke was 32 



1 oompawion. 
4 at all. 



* Fol. xi. col. 2. 

* gave such carrier. 



* most disloyal 1 knight 
" very boldly. 



who. 



7 so long while that 
*-* but Huon met him valiantly. 10 staggred. 
"-" hardly holding himself from falling to the earth. 
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so puysaunt that Huon was therwith astonyd, and by 
force was fayne to syt 1 on one of his knees to the 
erthe 2 / and he hadde nere almoost fallen to the erthe / 

4 & there was present in y* feld lorde* & knyghte* / & 
one of y* abbot of 8 cluneys syruante* / whan he saw y* 
grete stroke that Huon had receyuyd, he departyd out 
of y* felde & went in to y* churche, were as he founde 

8 his mayster y* abbot in his prayers for y* good spede of The Abbot prays 

w , , _ , , * - forhii nephew'. 

Huon nis nephew / than the varlot sayd, 4 ' a, syr, 5 pray safety, 
hertely to our lorde Iheau Cryste to socoure your 
nephew / for I sawe hym fayne to knell upon one of his 

12 knees in grete dought of deth'/ than y 9 good abbot 
with out any answer lyfte vp his handys to warde 
heuen deuoutly, & wepynge, prayyng to god ayed & to 
defende y e honoure of his nephew & to mayntayne his 

16 ryght / thus Huon beynge in y* felde in grete doute 
of his lyfe, felyng that force 6 of y e erle Amaury / he 
callyd with a good herte to our lorde Ihesu Cryste / 
requyrynge hym to ayed his ryght, y* whiche he 

20 knewe that it was trew 7 / whan erle Amaury sawe 
tJiat Huon had receiuyd of hym such a heuy stroke, he 
sayde, ' Huon, I belyue thou wylt not endure longe / Amaury threatens 

to slay Huon 

better it were that thou confesse y e dede or 8 I slee uniewhe 
24 thee, for, or it be nyght, I shall cause thee to waue in wuaa murder of 
the wynde 1 / ' holde thy tounge, thou false traytour/ 
quod Huon ; ' thyne ylnes 9 shall not ayed the / for I Huon defies him. 
shall brynge the to that poynt / that all thy frendys 
28 shall haue shame of the ' / than Huon auansyd hym, 
and made semblant too haue stryken Amaury on the 
helme. Than Amaury lyfte vp his sbylde to haue 
receyuyd y* stroke / but whan Huon sawe that / he and strikes otr 

* y * ' Amanry'sleft 

32 tornyd bis stroke to a reuerse, and stroke Amaury arm. 



1 fall. * the other Legge but weakly supporting him. 
* Fol. xi. back, col. 1. 4 to whom the seruant sayd. 
• Ah, my Lord. 4 Rturdie strength. 7 to be moat true. 
• before. 9 illness. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xvi. 



Amanry ftrieely 
appeal* to Huon'e 



and oflbre him hit 
•word. 

But when Huon 
advancee to 
take it, 

Amanry dealt 
him a fierce blow 
whieh miseee lta 



In anger Huon 
cleaves Amaury'e 



beoanconflne 
hie sin. 



under the arme with his sharpe sword, so that he stroke 
of his arme, the which fell downe into the felde, shylde 
and all. 

U whan erle Amaury sawe & felt y* meraelous 4 
stroke, & that he had loste his lyfte arme, & sawe it 
lay in y* felde, he was full of payne and so row / & 
aduysyd hym selfe of a grete treason. Than he spake to 
Huon and sayde / 4 a, nohle knyght, haue pyte of my, 8 
for 1 wrongfully & without cause I haue appellyd you 
of the deth of Chariot, y* kynges sone / but I knowe 
y* trought ye knew hym not / but he is dede by my 
neymes ; for I brought hym in to the wode for to 12 
haue murderyd you and your brother. I am redy 
knowlege 2 this before the kynge and ail his barons, 
and to dyscharge you therof / I pray you slee 8 my 
not; I yelde me to you / take here my sworde'/ than 16 
Huon came to hym and put downe hys arme to haue , 
taken the sworde / but than the false tray tour Amaury 
with a reuerse stroke / stroke Huon on the arme, 
thynkyng to haue stryken it of / but he faylyd. How 20 
be it, he gaue hym a grete wounde in the arme, so that 
the blode fell downe./ whan Huon sawe his grete 4 
treason / he sayd, * 0 thou vntrew & false traytour / 
thyne ylnes can no lewger saue the / for thou shalt 24 
neuer do trayson more ' / than Huon lyffc vp his 
sworde / & gaue the erle suche a meruaylous stroke 
betwene the helme & the shulder / that he stroke of 
his hede clene fro y e body, so that the helme & hede 28 
fell one way and y e body another way / alas, what hape 
was it to Huon that he dyd not remembre or he slewe 
Amaury y e crye * that y e emperour had made before / 
for after Huon sufferyd so moche payne & trauayell 6 / 32 

1 Fol. xi. back, col. 2. * to acknowledg. 

8 kill 4 horrible. * Proclamation. 

6 iniurie as might raooue the verie hardest heart to com- 
panionate his case, and asvyou shall more large vnderataod in 
the following discourse. 
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Ca. xvii.] of huon's victory and chablku* anqkb. 45 

1 that theyr is no clerke can wry ten it nor bryng it in 
to memorey / and so Huon slewe the erle Amaury. 1 

% How 2 that 8 after the emperour Charlemayn 
4 had seen the erle Amaury 4 slayn, he com- 
mandyd expresly that Huon shoulde avoyde 
the realme and empyre and to be banny hyd 
for euer. Capitulo .xvii. 

iHen that duke Naymes who kept the 
felde / sawe how by Huon the erle was 
slayne he was ryght ioyfull / and came 
Huon and demaundyd how he dyde / 
12 ^^S^S^^ 4 syr,' quod he, 'thankyd be god I 

fele no dolour nor grefe ' / then they brought hym to How u brought 
the palayes to the kyng, whoo was departed out of betol * ^ King - 
the felde, when he saw y e erle slayne and was therof 
16 ryght sorowfull / then he demaundyd of Huon and of charta a»i» if 

Araanry oonfm— d 

the duke Naymes yf they had herde y e 6 erle Amaury his sin, 
confesse the treason that he had layde to Huon for the 
deed 7 of Chariot his sone / ' syr/ 8 quod y e Duke, ' I 

20 thynke he dyd cottfesse it / but I herde it not / for 
Huon pressyd so sore on hym that he had no leyser to 
do it* / then Charlemayn sayde / 'a, erle Amaury, and when he 
I knowe certenly thou dydest neuer that treason, nor h*«rd hu n<m * 

24 neuer thought it / wherfore thou art slayne wrongfully wmfc •• l<m, 
and with out cause / for ther was neuer a trewer 
knyght than thou wert / for 9 I am sure yf thou 
haddest done it thou woldest haue coufessyd it before 

28 me ' / then the kyng sayd to 10 Huon, ' I charge the he wd» Huon 
incontenent to avoyde my realme / out of the whiche I rwXm! 
bannysche the for euer / nor thou shalt neuer enioy hu lands. 



one fote of lounde in Bourdeux nor in Aquitanie / and 

* after. 
I 7 d( 
10 vnto. 



! — 1 omitted in Lord Bernere. .* after. * the. 4 was. 
* Fol. xii. col. 1. 6 omitted. 7 death. • My Lord, 
t and. io 
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HUON OP BUBDEUX. 



[Ca. xvii. 



also I defende 1 the that thou neuer be so hardy to go 
to Bourdeux / for by my 2 lorde saynt Denis, 2 yf I 
knowe that thou goest thether I shall make the to dye 
an yll deth / nor ther is no man lyuynge, though he be 4 
neuer so nere 3 frend to 4 me, 6 yf he make any request 
for the I shall neuer loue hym / nor he shall neuer 
after come in to 6 my syght ' / then Huon sayd, 7 ' syr, 
how is it 1 7 8 haue I not done my deuore / sene before 8 
you & all your barons I haue dyscomfytyd in playn 
batayll he that hath brought you in to all this trouble ? / 
•syr, sertenly yf ye do to me as ye say, I shall 
cowplayne me to god / for neuer more wronge was 12 
done to any noble man / yll ye remembre y* good 
seruyce 8 that the noble duke Seuyn my father hath 
done to 10 you / so that by 11 this ye shewe grete 
ensample to all your noble barones and knyghtes for 16 
them to be well aduysyd how fro hense forthe they 
shuld order the?n self, & how to truste in you, when 
that by your owne aloneley 12 opinion, foundyd vpon all 
yll 13 grouwde / & agaynst all statutes royal & emperall, 20 
wold execute your owne vnresonable wyll / sertenlj yf 
it wher another 14 prynce besyde you that wolde do me 
this grete wronge, or I wolde consent so to be delt with 
all / many a castell and many a good towne shuld be 24 
distroied & brought to ruyn, & many pour men 
dystroyed 15 and dysherytyd, & many a knyght brought 
to dethe.' 

1 forbid. *-* honour k crowne. 8 a. 

4 vnto. 5 but. • to omitted. 
T Alas, my Lord, what iustioe is thisf 

8 — 8 haue I done any more then knighthood bound me 
too? haue not you and your Barons seene him discomfited in 
plsyne Battaile that hath brought you unto all this trouble ? 
vndoubtedly, my Lord, if you doe to me as you say, God in 
heauen be my witnes that neuer more wrong was done to any 
noble man. This is but bad remembrance of the good 
seruice. 9 Fol. xii. col. 2. 10 vnto. 11 for. 

u obstinate. 13 euill. 14 any other. 

16 more impouerished. 




Ca. XViL] OF CHARLES* TBEATMENT OF HUON. 47 

H when Huon had thus spoken to y e kyng / duke Duke Naymea 

mm 1111 it i tolercedtitor 

Naymes stept forthe and sayd to the kynge / 'syr, 1 Huon. 
what thynke 2 you to do ? / ye haue seen that Huon had 
4 done his deuore 3 / 4 when he hath brought his enemy 
to vttranse, and slayne hym 4 / ye may well thynke 
that it was the worke of god when suche a chylde 
shuld brynge to vttrance 6 & dysconfy t suche a pusant 
8 knyght as was y e erle Amaury. Syr, 6 yf ye do as ye 
haue sayde / 7 1 nor neuer any 7 other man shall 8 
truste you / 9 & euery man shall say fare & nere that 
herof thys extorsyon,* that in the ende of your dayes 

12 ye are become chyldysche, 10 & more lyke a sot 11 then a 
wyse man/ 12 then Huon desyryd all y e barows that 
were ther present that they wold all requyre y' kyng to 
haue mercy 13 of hym, seen they were all bounde so to 

16 do in that he was one of the peeres of the realrae / 

then all the prynces and barons, holdynge Huon by The baron* 
y* hande, knelyd down before y' kynge / than Huon in hu behalf, 
aayd / 14 ' syr, sene your grace to hate me so sore as ye 

20 speke of / I requyre you at y e 15 request her of all your Huo» bag* 

Charles to permit 

barons / that ye wyl graunt me that I may abyde Mm to lire for 

. - , . ererat 

in myne owne countree for euer, and neuer to com Boordeaux. 
in your syght, and in this I requyre your grace of 
24 mercy.' 14 

1 My Lord. 2 meane. 3 no more then his dntie. 
*~ 4 hauing brought his enemy to confusion, and slayn him. 
6 shame. 6 Therefore, my Lord. 
7-7 neither I nor any. 8 euer. 

but euery one farre & neere that shall heare of this 
cruel tie, will report. 

10 sencelesse. 11 Tyrant 
12 Prince. u more respect 

14 ~ 14 Seeing it is so, my Lord, that your displeasure is such 
againste me as you haue expressed, Let your Barons and my 
selfe obtaine but this fauour at your handes, that I may be 
confined to my owne natiue Countrey for euer, there to lead a 
poore k priuate life, neuer to be admitted to your presence 
againe, & for this grace we shall all right humbly thanke you. 
u Fol. xii. back, col. 1. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[O 



la. zvui. 



% How kynge Charlemayne sent Huon to 
do a message in babjlon to the admyrall 
gaudyse. Capitulo .xviii. 



Chariaa ii 
obdurate. 




Duke Kaymea 
protect* againat 
Lis anjuat 



Hen the emperour hade herd Huon 4 
speke, he sayde incontynent, 'auoyd 
out of my syght / for when I remembre 
my sone Chariot whome thou haste 
slayne, I haue no member 1 on me but 8 
that 2 trymbeleth for the dysplesour that I haue to the / 
& I charge all my barons here present that they neuer 
speke to me more for the '/ when duke Nuymes herde 
y' kynge say so, he sayde to all the barons / * syre, 8 ye 12 
that be here present & haue well herde the grete 
vnresonablenes that the kynge do 4 too one of oure 
peres / the whyche, as ye knowe well, it is agaynst 
ryght and reason / and a thynge not to be sufFeryA 16 
But that by cause we knowe serteynly the kynge is 
our souerayn lord, we muste suffer his plesour. But 
fro hense forthe / sens he wyl vse hym selfe and to do 
thynges agaynst reason and honour, I wyll neuer abyde 20 
an oure lenger with hym / but I 6 wyll departe and 
neuer retourne agayne in to y* place wher as suche 
extorsyon 6 and vnresonableness is vsed / I wyll go 
in to my countre of Bauier / and lette the kynge do fro 24 
He and th« baron, hense forth as he lyst/ Than all the barons departyd 

leave hla pieaence 

in anger, with the duke fro the kynge without spekynge any T 

worde, & so lefte the kynge alone in hys palayes / 
when the kynge sawe the 8 duke depart and hys other 28 
lordys / he was ryght sorowful and in greate dis- 
pleasure / and 8ayd to the yonge knyghtes that were 
left about hym / how that he ought 9 greately to be 
anoyed for 9 y* deth of hys sone, who was slayne so 32 

1 parte. 1 it 8 My Lords. * offers. 8 I omitted. 
• extremitie. 7 (one). 8 Fol. xii. back, col. 2. 
9 -° in nature to take heauylie. 
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peteously, 1 / and also 2 to se how hys barons had 
abandonyd hym and left hym alone / 3 than he sayde 
openly / ' I se well I am 3 forsyd sum what to folow Charles declares 

, ' . , , . , , . , himself forced 

4 theyr wylles 1 / and ther with he wept peteously / and to relent, 
incontynent marchyd 4 forth and folowed them, & 
8ayd, ' duke Naymes and all ye my barons, I requyre 
yon* retourne agayne, for of force I most graunt your end rectus the 

barons. 

8 desyres 6 / though it be agaynst that promys that I 
made before '/ then the duke and all other 7 retournyd 
to the palayes with the kyoge / who sat downe on a 
benche of gold, & hys barons abowt hym. Than he 

12 sent for Huon, who knelyd downe before the kynge, He bid* Huon 
requyryng hym humbly of mercy and petye ; than 8 the approach hinh 
kynge sayde / 'Huon, sen thou woldest be agreed 9 
with me, 10 Then it must behoue the to do that I 

16 commaunde and orden.' 10 111 Syr/ quod Huon, 'to obey 
you there is no thynge in this mortall worlde than any 
humayn body may do, But that I shall vndertake to 
do it / not lettynge for fere of any deth, though it be 

20 to go to the dry tre / ye, or to hell gattes to fyght witt < 
the fendes there, as sum tyme dyd Hercules, 11 yf I may 
therby be agreed with 12 your grace.' ' Huon/ quod 
the kynge, ' I thynke to sende the in to a worse place, and order* him 

to depart on e 

24 for of .xv. messengers that I haue sent, ther was neuer perilous mission 
none retournyd agayne / I shal shew thee whether thou 10 BRbylon ' 
shalt go / sen 13 thou wylt that I shall haue mercy of 



1 disloyally. 2 and could not likewise but greeue. 
3-3 therefore there is no remedy, but I must be. 
4 went. 6 (to). e requests. 
7 the rest. 8 to whom. 9 at peace, 
lo—io \i j g requisite that thou perforrae whatsoeuer I 
enioyne thee. 

n— 11 Else, my Lord (said Huon), god forbid, there is no 
man in the world owes you more obedience than I doe. or shall 
more gladly vndertake whatsoeuer your highnesse shall please 
to command me, dreadlesse of death or any danger, be it goe 
to Hell gates, to fight with the fiendes there, as sometime did 
Hercules. 

12 reconciled to. 13 seeing. 

CHARL. ROM. VI. E 
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Heli to 
enter the palace 
of Admiral 
Gaudy*, 

kill the chief 
lord present, 



and thrice kiaa 
the Admiral'* 
daughter 
Etclarmonde. 



Hnon is to 
bring home 
for Charles 
hawks, bears, 
youths, 
and maidens, 
together with 
a handful of 
hair from the 
Admiral's beard, 
and four of his 
teeth. 



huon op burdeux. [Ca. xviil 

thee, thou must go to the cyte of Babylone / to the 
admyrall Gaudys / and shew hym 1 / as I shal declare 2 
to thee I and 8 be ware on payne of thy lyfe that thou 
fayle not to do it / whan thou cummyst there, mount 4 
vp in to hys palays / and there tary tyll he be at hys 
dyner, 4 and whan thou seest hym sytte at the table, 
than thou to be armyde with thy sworde nakyd in thy 
hande / and loke the 5 gretest lord that thou seest 8 
sytte at his table, whether he be kynge or admyrall / 
thou most stryke of hys hede / and after that 6 do 
so myche as to fyaunce and to kys thre tymes the 
fayre Esclarmonde,dowghter to the Admyrall Gaudysse, 6 12 
openly in his presence / and before all other there 
present / for I 7 wyll thou knowyst 7 she is the fay rest 
mayde that is now lyuynge / 8 and after that 8 thou 
shalte say to the admirall Gaudyse that I commaunde 16 
hym to sende me a .M. hawks, a .M. berers, and a .M. 
wayters all cheynede, and a .M. yonge varlette* / and a 
•M. of the fay rest may dens in his real me. And also 
thou to brynge me thy handfull of the here of hys 20 
herde / and .iiii. of hys grettest teth.' 'A, Syr* 9 
quod the barons, 'We se well ye desyre gretely hys 
deth whan ye charge hym wythe suche a message/ 
* That is trewe,' quod the kynge, ' for without I haue his 24 
berde & hys grete teth 10 without tromperey or couyn, 10 
Lette hym neuer retourne in to Fraunce, nor come in to 
my presence / for and 11 he do he shal be hangyd and 
drawyn.' * Syr/ 12 quod Huon, ' haue ye shewyd me all 28 
your pleasure?' 'Ye/ quod the kynge, 'my wyll is 
as I haue sayde, yf thou wylt haue peace with me.' 



1 there doe. 2 appoint 8 but. 
4 Fol. xiii. col. 1. * the verie. 

*-* enquire for f aire Eacleremond, daughter to the Admirall, 
and kisee her there. 

7-7 giue the to vnderetand. 8 — 8 this being done. 

9 Alas, my Lord. 1Q - 10 brought me hether unfaynedly. 

" if. m My Lord. 
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Ca. Xix.] OP THE KING8 CHARGE AND HUON's DEPARTURE. 51 

'Syr,' 1 quod Huon, 'by y* grace of god I shall Rood accepts the 
fournyshe your message / the fere of dethe shall not aalTpreproto 
lette me to do it.' ' Huon/ quod the kynge, t yf god , * 0Qt " 
4 of his grace wyll suffer the to retourne agayne in to 
Fraunce, I charge the be not so hardy to come to 
Bourdeux nor to no 2 parte of thy countre tyll thou 
hast spoken with me / yf I fynde the doynge contrare / 
8 I shall cause the to dye an yll dethe. And vpon this I 
wyll thou layest vnto me good hostages.' 1 Syr,' 3 quod 
Huon, 'here be x. knyghtes whom I shall leue with 
you for suerte, to the entent that ye shalbe con 4 tent with 

12 me / howbeit, syr, 6 I requyre your grace to suffer the 
knyghtes that came with me fro Burdeux to go with 
me to the holy sepulcre.' 'I am content,' quod y* Charles pennitt 
kynge, 'that they go with y* to the red see.' 6 ' Syr,' 7 &m Bourdeau 

16 quod Huon, ' I thanke your grace.' Than Huon made togowlUl him - 
hym redy to fournyshe his vyage. 



% Howe Huon of Burdeux toke leue of the 
kynge & of the barons, and rode withe the 
20 good abbote to Cluny. Capitulo .xix. 

>Fter that 8 Charlemayne hade gyuen 
Huon y* charge of hys message, the 
kynge called be fore hym Gerardyne, 
brother to Huon, & delyuered to hym 
the gouernance of all his brothers 
iondes in his absence tyll his retourne. 
And thus whan Huon was redy he came to y* kyng 
28 and to the barons / to take his leue, and the Abbot of 
Cluny 9 sayde he wolde go with hym parte of his way / 
& 10 .xiL of the gretest pryn u ce and ladyes conuayed, 

1 My Soueraigno Lord. * any. 8 My Lord. 
4 Fol. xiii. col. 2. 6 my Lord. fl thether or else where. 
* My Lord. 8 king. • who. 
10 so likewise did. 11 Fol. xiii. back, col. 1. 

B 2 




Gerard is 
intrusted with 
the care of 
Htton'a lands in 
his i 



The Abbot of 
Cluny, with other 
ladies and 
gentlemen, insist 
on accompanying 
Huon a little 
way on his road. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. X1JC. 



At Troyea 
all but the Abbot 
bid him farewell, 
and return. 



At Cluny the 
Abbot leaves him. 



Gerard seeks 
to obtain from 
Charles the rank 
of peer of 
France. 



Duke Naymes 
begs the Kmperor 
to refuse the 
request. 



Gerard (roes to 
Bounlc:iux, 
and tells his 
mother what has 
parsed. 



a 1 .ii. 2 dayes iournay; and whan they came to the 
towne of Troye in Cha?npayne / duke Naymes toke 
leue of his cosyn Huon, and gaue hyui a sominer 
charged with gold, and kyssed hyni at theyr departynge / 4 
then gerard his brother toke his leue, & also kyssed 
hym / but knowe for trought the kysse that he gaue 
hym was lyke to the kysse that Judas gaue to 3 our 
lorde god 8 / the whiche was derely bought, as ye shall 8 
here after / thus duke Naymes and gerard departyd 
and toke theyr way to Parys / & 4 the abbot and Huon 
restyd not tyll thy came to the abbey of cluney, wher 
as they were receyuyd with grete ioye and well feestyd / 12 
than the nexte mornynge / Huon departyd, and toke 
leue of his vncle sore wepynge, desyrynge hym 5 that 
he might be recommend yd 5 to his mother the duches, 
and to gerard his brother, the abbot promysyd so to 16 
do, and gaue Huon his nephew a mulet chargyd with 
money coraunt in fraunce / thus he departyd and toke 
the way to rome. Now leue we to speke of Huon, and 
shewe of duke Naymes and Gerard, who retornyd 20 
to Parys. than 6 gerard requyryd the kynge that it 
wolde playse hym to res lyue his homage for the londes 
of bourdeux, to the entent that he myght be auancyd, 
and to be in y e state of one of y e peeres of fraunce / 24 
the whiche thynge duke Naymes wolde not consent 
vnto nor agre to it / but sayd to the kynge, ' syr, 7 ye 
ought not to suffer that Huon shuld be dysherytyd ' / 
wher of gerarde was not content / but duke Naymes 28 
set lytell therby / for he beleuyd Huon inteerly / 
so this homage was delayed / than gerarde retournyd 
to bourdeux / where as he was well receyuyd. 8 \vhaw 
the Duches sawe hym and not Huon to retoume, she 32 
was 8orowfull in her harte / than she deniaundyd of 



1 accompany him for. 2 Fol. xiii. back, col. 2. 
3 -3 his Matater. 4 but. 6_ * to recommend. 6 where. 
7 Mv Lord. 8 but. 



Digitized by 



Ca. XX.] HOW HIS MOTHER FALLS SICK AND DILS. 



53 



Gerard why that Huon his brother was 1 not retournyd 
with hym / than Gerarde shewyd her all the hole 
mater and aduenture / and of the departynge of Huon, 
4 and of the maner of hys vyage / wherof the Duches 
had suche sorow / that she fell syke, and so lay .xxix. 
dayes, and on the .xxx. day she dyed, and renderyd vp 
her soule to god, wherof all the countre was sorowfull. 
8 Gerard nobly buryed her in the Churche of saynt 
Seueryne by the duke her husbonde / Anon 2 after 
maryed hym to the doughter of duke Gylberde of 
Cecyll / who was the gretest traytour and moost 

12 ere well that myght be harde of / Anon 2 & Gerard his 
sone in lawe lernyd his wayes and folowyd his 
condycyon / for he delte so yll with the towne of 
bourdeux & with the countre about, that pyte it was to 

16 here the poore people / and wepte 3 for the losse of 
duke Seuyn and of the Duches / and prayed to god 
for y* good retourne of there lorde Huon / Now we 
shall leue to speke of them, and speke of 4 Huon. 

20 f How Huon of bourdeux came to Rome, & 
was confessyd of the pope, who was his 
vncle; & of his departynge, & how he 
came to brandys, wher he fou#de his vncle 
24 Garyn of saint Omers, who fore loue of 
Huon passyd the see with hym. 

Capitulo .xx. 
Ere before ye 5 herde how Huon 
28 \W9k t0mk t £4 departyd fro his vncle, the abbot 
of Cluney / so longe he rode with 



The duchess fall* 
•ick on learning 
Huon's fate, 
and thirty daya 
later diea. 



Gerard weds the 
daughter of the 
traitorous Duke 
Gylberde of 
Cecyll. 



32 



ass 



his knyghtes that he came to the Huon reaches 

J5 Rome. 

Cyte of Kome / and there he was 
logyd in a good hostrey / than Huon 
3 To weep. 



1 Fol. xiiii. col. 1. 2 Anion in, orig. 

4 returne vnto. 6 howe 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. XX. 



Huon lalntas 
the Pope, 
who was hie 
mother's brother. 



He confesses 

to him, 



end receiree 
absolution. 



The Pope 
entertains Huon, 



rose in the mornynge, accompanyd with Guy chard, whom 
he well louyd, and with the other knyghtes that 1 came 
thether with hym, and went to the churche of saynt 
Peter and herde masse, 8 & whaw y* mas 8 was done the 4 
pope cam out of his oretorey / than Huon cam to hym 
and humbly salutyd hym / the pope behelde him, and 
demaundyd what he was / ' syr/ quod he, 1 my father 
was Duke Seuyn of bourdeux, who is decessyd.' than 8 
the pope stept to hym & embrasyd hym, and sayd, 
* fayr nephew, ye are welcome / I praye you shewe me 
how dothe my syster the Duches, your mother, and 
what aduenture hath brought you nether* / 'syr/ 12 
quod he, ' I requyre your holynes that ye wyll here my 
cowfessyon a parte / for I haue grete nede therof.' 
' fayr nephew/ quod the pope, ' it pleasyth me ryght 
well to here you.' than the pope toke hym by the 16 
hande and went with hym in to his oretory, and ther 
Huon shewyd hym all the aduenture that he had syns 
he cam fro bourdeux, and of the vyage that Charlemayne 
had set hym to do and to saye to the admirall Gaudyse / 20 
4 whan he had all shewyd 4 / he requiryd pardon and 
penaunce for his synnes / the pope sayd he wolde 
gyue 6 hym none other 6 penaunce but 7 that kyng 8 
Charles had gyuyn hym 9 / the which was so grete 24 
that none humayn body coude suffer it, nor durst 
thynke 10 to do it / than the pope gaue hym absolucyon 
of all his synnes / 11 than the pope 11 lede hym in to his 
palayes, where he was honorable receyued with grete 28 
ioy / after they had dynyd and deuysyd too gether a 
grete space, the pope sayde to Huon / ' fayr nephew, 
the way that ye muste go is to go to the porte of 
brandys, there shall ye fynde my brother Garyn of 32 



1 Fol. xiiii. col. 2. * serufce. 8 sertrice. 
*— 4 all which being declared and done. 6 areigne. 
no. T for. 8 the Emperour. • done that alreadie. 
10 vndertake. 1,-11 and louingly. 
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saynt Omere, who is your vncle / to whorae I shall and ret him 
wryte a letter to the entent that he shall haue knowlege introduction to 
of yon, for I knowe well he shall haue grete ioy of GarJn°of saint 
4 you / he hathe the kepynge of the Oryentall see / he 0mer " 
shall adre88e yon, and delyuer you shype or galee suche 
as shall be ne88es 1 sary for you' / 2 'holy father/ quod 
Huon, 8 ' of this I thanke you ' / ' well,' quod the pope, 
8 ' this nyght ye shall abyde here with me.' ' syr,' quod 
he, ' I requyre you let me departe / for gretely I desyre 
to se myn vncle Garyn ' / whan the pope sawe that he 
wolde nedys departe, he delyueryd hym his letter, and 

12 sayd, 'fayr nephew, salute fro me my brother Garyn 
your yncle' / 'syr,' quod he, 'I shall do your com- 
maundement ' / than the pope gaue to Huon grete and 
ryche presentes, and to all them that were with hym / 

16 than he kyssyd his nephew at his departyng / Huon 
toke leue of hym all wepynge / and so departyd, and 
enteryd in to the Ryuer of Tybre in a ryche shype, the Huon pum 
whiche the pope had well garnysshyd for hym. 

20 11 Thus he had good wynde / so that anon they 
aryuyd at brandys / but whyles he was on the water he 
wepte sore, and pyteously compleynyd in that he was 
so departyd out of his countre / than his men comfortyd His knight* 

24 hym, and shewed hym many fayre ensamples to confort hi* dejection, 
hym / ' syr,' quod Guychard, ' leue your sorow / for 
makyng of sorow 4 can not auayle you / ye must put - 
all to the mercy of our lorde god, who neuer forgettyh 

28 them that louyth hym / shew your selfe a man and no 
chylde / to the entent that we that be with you may be 
reioysyd / for the sorowe that we se you in dothe sore 
trouble vs ' / ' syr/ quod Huon. / ' syn it is so I shall 

32 folowe your wyll* / thus they aryuyd at the porte of Ther arrive at 

, the port of 

Brandys. Than they issuyd out of ther shyppe / Brandy*, 
and toke out ther horses, & theyre thy sawe Garyn 

1 FoL xiiii. hack, col. 1. * Moat. 8 Huon in orig. 
4 greefe and sadness. 
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They meet 
Quryn. 



Huon's face 
recalls to Garyn 
memories of 
Duke Sevin his 
lather. 



Garyn is greatly 
pleased at Haon's 
arrival, 



and asks the 

reason of his 
Journey, 

which Huon tells 
him. 



syttynge before the porte in a loge, well and rychely 
hangyd in a ryche 1 chayre / whan Huon sawe hym 
syttynge he salutyd hym / thynkynge that he was 
lorde of that countre / than Garyn behelde Huon and 4 
began to wepe, and sayd / ' syr, it pertey 2 nyth not to 
me that ye sholde do me so greate honcur as ye do / 
for by that I se in you I am cowstreynyd to wepe / 
bycause ye resemble so myche to a prynce of the realme 8 
of Fraunce called duke Seuyn, who was lord of the 
cyte of Burdeux / the grete loue that 8 1 haue hade to 8 
hym causyd me to wepe / I requyre you tell me where 
ye were borne, and who be your parentes and frendes / 12 
for duke Seuyn hade 4 weddyd my syster, y e duches 
Aclis.' ' Syr/ quod Huon / ' sen ye wyll knowe what 
I am, I may well sheu it to you, for the duke was my 
father / and y e duches Aclis was 5 my mother / we be 6 16 
two bretherne. I am the eldest, and the younger ys 
styll at Burdeux to kepe the 7 londe ' / whan Guaryn 
vnderstode that Huon was sone to duke Seuyn of 
Burdeux / the ioy that he had 8 can not be estemyd 8 / 20 
than he embrassyd-Huon all wepynge, & sayde, ' ryght 
dere neuew, your commyge is to me the greatest ioy 
in thys worlde.' he knelyd downe and wolde haue 
kyssyd Huons fete, But Huon releuyd hym incon- 24 
tynent. The ioy that was betwene them two was so 
greate that all that sawe it hade meruayll therof, 
Than Guaryn demaundyd of Huon and sayde, ' fayre 
neuew, what aduenture hath brought you in to these 28 
partes?' Than Huon / shewyd hym fro poynt to poynt 
all his besynes / & the cause why he was enteryde in 
to that enterpryse. whan Guaryn had harde all he 
begane to wepe / and yet, to comfort hys neuew, he 32 
sayd / 'fayre neuew, where as lyeth grete parelles / 



1 goodly. * Fol. xiiii. back, col. 2. 



euer I bare vnto. 



4 hade omitted. 



could not be expressed. 
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there lieth grete honour, god ayde you to eschew & to 
fornyshe thys greate hesynes / all is possyble to god 
and to man by meanes of hys grace. A man ought 
4 neuer to be abasshyd / for worldely maters.' Than 
Huon delyueryd his letters to hys vncle Guaryn / who Hooopmenuthe 
gladely reseyuyd them / and rod the con ty new therof 
at length. Than he sayde, 'fayre neuew / there *nede 
8 none other recommendasion but y e syght of your 
prese/zce / for it aperyth wel by your chere 2 that ye be 
the same person that oure holy father maketh mensyon 
of / suerly your cowmynge semyth to me fayre and 

12 good / & ye be aryuyd at a good port / for I promyse - 
you faythfully I loue well my wyfe and my chyldrene. 
But the grete loue that I haue to you for the loue of 
your father duke Seuyn and the duches your mother, 

16 who was rayne owne dere syster / I abandon all that I Garyn promieee 

* , , , he willgiveall 

haue to serue you and kepe you company, both with aid to Huon. 
my body and all that I haue. know for trouht I 
haue thre good galees & thre grete sliyppes well 

20 furnyshyd of euery thyng for the warre, y e whiche I 
shall lede with you / for as longe as ryfe abydeth in my 
body I shall not abandon you, But I shall ayde you 
in all your enterpryses.' 'Fayre vncle/ quod Huon, 

24 * of the grete courtesye that ye offer mo 1 8 thanke 

you ' / than Guaryn toke Huon by the hand and lede He leade Huon 

J 1 J J home to hie 

hym in to his castell / where as he was rychely caatie, 
reseyuyd / Gauryns wyfe and .iiii of hyr sonnes / 

28 came to Huon, and he full courteously kyssyd the lady 
and hyr .iiii. chyldrene, hys cosyns. greate ioy was 
made there in the hall, and the tabyles sette to suppar. 
than Gauryn called the lady his wyfe and sayde / 

32 ' dame, 4 thys yonge man 5 that ye se here is my neuew, and introduce* 

' J J & J J him to hi. wife. 

and cosyn to your chyldren, who is come hether for 
refuge to haue counsell and ayde of me in a vyage & 

1 Fol. xv. col. 1. 2 countenance. 8 can but. 
4 Madame. 5 knight. 
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Garyn resolves 
to accompany 
Huon, 



and has a ship 
made ready. 



They embark, 



enterpryse that he hathe to do / and by the grace 
of god I shall go with hym to ayde and to condute 
hym, wherfore I pray and commaund that ye take in 
rule all my affayres and kepe your chyldren.' * Syr,' 4 
quod she, ' sen it is your pleasure thus to do, & that 
ye wyll go with hym / your 1 pleasure shalbe now, 1 
howbeit I had rather ye abode then went.' this she 
spake sore wepynge / the next day in the mornynge 8 
Guaryn, who hade grete wyll to serue and to please hys 
neuew / he ordened a grete shyppe to be made redy, 
wel furnyshyd with bysket / wynes and flesshe, and all 
other maner of vytaylles / and with monysyons of 12 
warre as it apertaynyd, and put therin theyr horses 
and armure / golde and syluer / and other ryches 
necessary for them / then they toke leue of the lady, 
and so left hyr sore wepynge / thus Garyn & Huon 16 
enteryd in to theyr shype, and all theyr company / 
they were .xiil knyghtes and .ii. varlette* / to serue 
Ihem / they wolde haue no greter nombre. 



and eat sail. 



T»iey land at 



* % How Huon of Burdeux departyd fro 20 
Brandys, and garyn hys vncle with hym, 
and how he cam to Jerusalem, and fro 
thase in to the desertes, where as he found 
Gerames, and of theyr deuyses. 3 24 

Capitulo .xxi. 
, Han Huon & Garyn were enteryd in 
to theyr shyppe, they lyft vp theyr 
sailes & sayled nyght and day, so that 28 
they aryuyd sauely at the port of 
Jaffe ; than they tooke lond 4 and drew 
out theyr horses, and rode forth; so the same day 
they came to Karnes / & the nexte day to y e Cyte 




i-i will let be fulfilled. 
8 conference. 



8 Fol. xv. ool. 2. 
4 lauding. 
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of Ierusalem / that nyght they restyd / and the Theyt»veito 

Ttn— Itm. 

nexte day they dyd theyr pylgrymage to the holy 
sepulcure / and there denotly hard masse 1 and offeryd 
4 accordynge to theyr deuosyon / whan Huon came 
before the holy sepulcure he knelyde downe on hys "djooWpai 
bare knees, & all wepynge made hys prayers to our sepoicfaie. 
lorde god, requyrynge hym to ayde and comfort hym in 
8 hys vyage / so that he might retourne agayne in to 
fraunce, and to hane peace with kynge Charlemayne. 
And when they al had made there prayers and offeryd / 
Haon and Garyn went into a lytyll chapell vpon the 

12 mount of Caluery, where as now lyeth Godfrey of 
Boillon / and Baudwyn hys brother. Than Haon 
called to hym al those that came with hym ont of 
Frauwce, and sayd, ' syrs, ye that for the loue of me 

16 bane left fathers & mothers, wyues / and chyldren / 

and londes / & syngnoryes, of* thys courtesy that ye Haon thanfa hit 

companion* far 

bane shewyd me I thawke yon. JSow ye may retourne their derotkm to 
in to Fraunce, 8 aDd 4 recommaunde me to y* kynges 

20 good grace, and to all the other barons / and when ««dw*» them 
ye come to Burdeux, recommaunde me to the duches 
my mother, & to Gerarde my brother, and to the 
lordes of my countre.' Than Guicharde and all the 

24 other knyghtes answeryd Huon & sayde, ' Sir, as yet * 
we wyll nor leue you, nother for deth nor lyfe, tyll we 
hane bioaght yon to the red see.' 'Syrs/ 6 quod They prate* they 

_ will not leave him 

Huon, 'of 6 the greate seruys & courtosy that ye offer tin they reech the 
28 me I thanke you' / than Garyn called two of his H * d8e *' 
8eruantes, and commaundyd them to retourne to 7 his 
wyfe, and to desyre her to be of good chere, and that 
shortely he wolde retourne / the whiche thyng they 
32 dyd, and retournyd and dyd there message / whan 
Huon vnderstode that his vncle garyn was dyssposyd 
to abyde with him, he sayd / ' fayre vncle, ye shal not 

1 seruioe. s for. 3 againe. 4 humbly. 
* why then. • for. T Fol. xv. back, col. 1. 
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Nor will Garyn 
depart from him. 



They pass 
through deserts, 
and suffer much. 



Huon weeps and 
complains of the 
Emperor's 
injustice. 



His companions 
bid him have 
faith in God's 
power. 

They ride on to a 
small cottage, 
where an old man 
is found to dwell. 



The old man 
weeps on seeing 
Huon. 



nede to trauayll so myche / I wo'd counsell you to 
retourne to your wyfe and chylderne.' ' Syr,' quod 
garyn, ' and god wyll, I shall not leue you no day 
tyll ye retourne your selfe ' / ' vncle/ quod Huon, 4 
* I thanke you of your courtesy. ' Thus they went to 
theyr lodgynge and dyned / & after dyner tooke there 
horses / and so rode by hylles and dales / so that yf I 
sholde recounte all the aduentures that they founde in 8 
theyr way, it sholde be to longe a processe to show it./ 
but as the trew story 1 wytnessyth / they sufferyd 
myche payne and trauayl / for they passyd suche 
desertes / where as they founde but small sustenaunce / 12 
whereof Huon was ryght sorowfull for the loue of them 
that were with hym / and began to wepe & to 
remembre his owne countre, sayynge, 'Alas, noble 
kynge of Frauwce, grete wronge and grete syne ye haue 16 
done, thus to dryue me out of my couwtre & to sende 
me in to 2 strange countres, 8 to then tent to short my 
dayes. I pray to god pardon you therof ' 4 / than garyn . 
and the other knyghtes comfortyd hym & sayd, ' A, 20 
syr, dysmay you not for vs / god is puyssant ynough 
to ayde vs / he neuer fayllyth them tJtat louyth hym ' / 
thus they rode forth in the deserte so longe tyll at last 
they sa we a lytyll cotage, before the whiche sat an olde 24 
aunsyent man with a longe whyte berde, and hys heyre 
hangynge ouer hys shulders / whan Huon parseyuyd 
hym he drew thedyr & salutyd y e olde man in y* 
name of god & of y e blyssyd wyrgyn saynt 5 mary / 28 
than the aunsyent man lyft vp his eyes & behelde 
Huon, & had grete meruayll, for of a greate 6 season 
before he had sene no man / that spake 7 of god / than 
he behelde Huon in the vysage / & began sore to wepe ; 32 
8 than he stept 8 to Huon & tooke hym by the legge & 



1 history. 
6 saynt omitted. 



2 a. 8 Land. 4 therefore. 

• long. 7 Fol. xv. back, col. 2. 
and stepping vnto Huon. 
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kyssyd it mo then .xx. tymys / ' tend/ quod Huon, 
' I requyre you shew me why ye make this sorow.' 
' Syr/ quod he, ' a 1 .xxx. yere passyd I cam hether / & h« uib Huon he 
4 sen that tyme I neuer saw man beleuynge on the christian man fui 
crysten fayth / & by* the regardynge of your vysage and hdbZ' 
causyth me to remembre a noble prynce that I haue do*, sevin. 
sene in Fraunce, who was called duke Seuyn of 
8 Burdeux / therfore I requyre you shew me yf euer ye 
saw hym, I pray you hyde it not fro me ' / ' frende,' 
quod Huon / 'I pray you shew me where ye were 
borne, & of what lynage & countre ye be of.' ' Nay, 
12 sir, 1 quod he, ' that wyll I not do fyrst ; ye shall shew 
me what ye be, and where ye were borue, & why 
ye come hcder ' / ' frende/ quod Huod / ' sene it please 
you to knowe, I shall she we you ' / then Huon & all 
16 his company alyghtyde & tyed theyr horses to trees. 

Han Huon was alyghtyde, he sat downe by the 



w 1 



olde man & sayd, 'frend, sen ye wyll know At the old man's 

request Huon 

my bysenes, I shall shew you. know for trouthe / teiu hit history. 

20 I was borne in the cyte of Burdeux, and am sonne 
to duke Seuyn ' / then Huon shewyd hym all his hole 
case & enterpryse, & of y* deth of Chariot, & how he 
dyscomfytyd erle Amaury, & how that Charlemayn 

24 had chasyd hym out of Fraunce / & of the message 
that he was chargyd to say to the admyrall Gaudyse / 
8 * this tliat I haue shewyd you is of trouthe.' 8 whaw y* 
old man had well harde Huon, he began sore to wepe. 

28 ' Syr/ quod Huon, ' sen it please you to know of 
my sorow / duke Seuyn my father is deed .vii. yere 
past / my mother I trust be a lyue, & a brother of 
myn whom I haue left with her. And now, sir, sen 4 

32 ye haue harde of myn affayres, I requyre you gyue 
me your couwsell & aduyse / & also, yf it please you, to 
shew me what ye be, & of what countre / & how ye 6 came 

1 about. 2 now. s — 3 affirming all to be for certainty. 
4 seeing. 6 Fol. xvi. col. 1. 
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The old man tolls 
in return how he 
was born at 
GeronviUe, 
end was brother 
to the provost 
Guyer j 



HUON OP BURDBUX. 



[Ca, xxi. 



and how he was 
sent for slaying a 
noble knight 
on a pilgrimage 
to the Holj 
8epulchre ; 

and how when 
setting out again 
for France 



he was seised by 
the Saracens, 
who imprisoned 
him at Babylon; 



and how he 
escaped thence to 
this forest, 
where he has 
sines lived for 
thirty years. 



in to these partyes.' ' Syr/ quod the old man / ' know 
for trouthe I was borne in Geronnill / & brother to y* 
good prouost Guyer / whan I departyd thense I was a 
yonge knyght / & hauntyd the iustea & tornoys ; so that 4 
on a day it fortunyd at a tornay that was made at 
Poieters, I slew a knyght of a noble blode, wherfore I 
was banyshyd out of the realme of Fraunce. But my 
brother y* prouost made suche a request to duke Seuyn 8 
your father / that by his meanes my peace was made 
with the kynge / & my londe sauyd / on the 1 
condycyon that I shulde goo 2 a pylgrymage 2 to the 
holy sepulcure to 8 pray for y* soull 3 of y* knyght that 12 
I slew, & to forgyue my synnes 4 / thus I departyd out 
of my countre / and when I had done my vyage I 
thought to haue retournyd / but as I departyd out of 
y* cyte of Jerusalem / to take the way to Acre / 16 
passynge by a wood betwene Jerusalem and Naplese / 
ther cam apon me a .x. sarasyns, who tooke me and 
brought me to the cyte of Babylon, where as I was in 
pryson .ii. yere complete, where as I sufferyd myche 20 
pouerte & mysere / but our lorde god, who neuer 
faylyth them that seruyth hym & haue in hym 
full affyaunce, he sende me the grace that by the 
meanes of a ryght noble ladi I was brought out of 24 
pryson in an nyghte, and so I flede in to this forest, 
where as I haue bene this .xxx. yere, and in all this 
space I neuer saw nor harde man beleuynge on Jhesu 
Crj st / thus I haue shewyd you all myn affayre '/ 28 
when Huon had harde the knyghtys tale he had grete 
ioy / and embrassyd hym & sayde how often tymys 
he had sene Guyer, his brother the prouost, wepe for 
you 6 / 'and whan I departyd fro Burdeux 6 1 delyueryd 32 
to 7 hym all my londes to gouerne / wherfore I require 



1 upon, 



- upuu. - - 

to punish my body. 
• quoth he added. 



omitted. 
* faults. 
T vn to. 



* him. 
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you shew me your name.' 4 Syr/ quod he, ' I am called 
Gerames / and now I pray you shew me your name.' hi* nam* is 
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'Syr,' quod he, 'I J am naniyd Huon, & my yowger 
4 brother is called Gerarde. But, syr, I pray you shew 
me how ye haue so longe lyuyed here, and what 
sustenaunce ye haue.' 2 4 Syr,' quod Gerames, 4 I haue 
eten none other thynge but roote* & frutes that I haue 
8 founds in the wood ' / then Huon demaundyd of hym 
y f he coude speke the langage sarasyn. 4 Ye, syr/ quod udiuou speak 

the lanynwgD of 

be, 4 as well or hotter then any sarasyn in the countre, the oountry. 
nor there is no way but that I know it' 
12 llTHan Huon had harde Gerames / than he 



▼ T demaundyd forther of hym yf he coude go 
to Babylon / 4 ye, syr,' quod Gerames, 4 1 can go Th«* an, he 
thether by .ii. wayes / the most surest way is hense to^B^byUm. 
16 a .xL iurneys, 8 & the other is but .xv. iurneys. 8 But 
I counsell you to take the long way / for yf ye take 
the shorter way ye most passe throwout a wood a .xvi. 
leges of lenght; but the way is so full of y* fayrey & Bat the shorter it 
20 8traunge thynges, that suche as passe that way are lost, and hie fairies, 
for in that wood abydyth a kynge of y e fayrey namyd 
Obercm / he is of heyght but of .iii. fote, and crokyd ooeroniaadwari; 
shulderyd, but yet he hathe an aungelyke vysage, so 
24 that there is no mortall man that seethe hym but that 
taketh grete pleasure to beholde his fase / and ye shall 
no soner be enteryd in to that wood, yf ye go that 
way / 4 he wyll fynde the maner 5 to speke with you / 
28 and yf ye speke to 6 hym ye are lost for euer / and ye and anj one who 
shall euer fynde hym before you / so that it shalbe in is lost for ever, 
maner impossyble that ye can skape fro hym without 
spekynge to hym / for his wordes be so pleasant to 
32 here that there is no mortall man that can well skape 
without spekyng to 6 hym / and yf he se that ye wyll 
not speke a worde to 6 hym, Than he wyll be sore dys- 




1 Fol. xvi. col. 2. 
* but 



2 had. 
6 meaoes. 



3 dayes tourney. 
6 vnto. 
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Yet if ft m«n pleasyd with you, and or 1 ye can uete out of the wood 

is silent when f 

addressed by him he wyll cause / reyne and wynde / hayle / and snowe / 

he will cause , „ , • , ' 

•torms to arise, and wyll make 2 meruelous tempestes / with thonder and 
with magic, lyghtenynges / so that it shall seme to you that all the 4 
worlde sholdo pereshe, & he shall 8 make to seme before 
you a grete rynnynge riuer, blacke and depe. But ye 
may passe it at your ease, and it shall not wete the fete 
of your horse / for all is but fantesey and enchaunt- 8 
mente* / that the dwarfe shall make / to thentent to 
but he can work haue you with hym / and yf ye can kepe your selfe 
evil. without spekynge to hym / ye maye than well skape. 

oerames begs But, syr, to eschew all perelles, I counsell you take the 12 

Huon to avoid J ' ft J 

Oberon, lenger way, for I thynke ye can not skape fro hym / 

and than be ye lost for euer.' Whan Huon had well 

but Huon longs to harde Gerames he had grete meruayll, and he had grete 

desyre in hym selfe to se that dwarfe kynge of the 16 
fayrey, and the straunge aduentures that were in that 
wood, than he sayde to Gerames, that for fere of any 

and determines to deth he wolde not leue to passe that way, sen 4 he 

take the shorter 

path. myght come to Babylon m ,xv. dayes / for in takynge 20 

the lenger way he myght paraduenture 5 fynde mo ad- 
uentures / and sens he was aduertesyd / that with kepyng 
his tonge fro spekynge he myght abrege hys iorney, 
and 6 he sayde that surely he wolde that way what so 24 

Oerames reiuc- euer chaunce fell. 7 * Syr/ quod Gerames / ' ye shall do 

Untly assenU to 

Huon's plan, and your 8 pleasure / for whiche so euer way 9 ye take, it shall 
guidance. not be without me / I shall brynge you to Babylone to 

the admirall Gaudyse ; I knowe hym ryght well / and 28 
when ye be come thether ye shall se there a damesell, 
He has often seen as I haue harde say, the most fayrest creature in all 

Gaudy sse and his 

fair daughter. Inde, and the grete 10 and most swetest and most courte- 

sest that euer was borne / & it is she that ye seke, 32 
for she is doughter to the admirall Gaudyse.' 

1 before. 2 Fol. xvi. back, col. 1. 8 will. 4 seeing. 
6 perchaunce. 6 and omitted. 7 befell. 8 own. 
9 way soeuer. 10 onely. 
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% Howe Gerames went with Huon and his 
company, and so came in to the wood, wher 
as they fouad 1 kynge Oberon, who coun- 
iuryde them to speke to 2 hym. 

Capitulo .xxii. 
Han Huon had well hard Gerames howe Huon ud 

Gerames set out 

he was myndyd to go 3 with hym, he together, 
was ther of ryght ioyf ull, and thankyd 
hym of hys courtesy and seruys / and 
gaue hym a goodely horse whereon he 
mountyd / and so rode forth to gether / so longe that they 
12 came in to the wood where as kynge Oberon hauntyd the 

wood that Oberon 

most. Than Huon 4 was wery of trauyll, and what for haunt*, 
famyn and for hete, the whiche he and his company had 
enduryd two dayes without brede or mete, so that he 
16 was so febyll that he coude ryde no forther / & then he Hoonieeore 

J J ' distressed by 

began petuosly to wepe, and com play nyd of the grete hanger and 

fatigue, 

wronge that kynge Charlemayn hade done to* hym / 
and than Guaryn and Gerames comfortyd hym and had 
20 greate pety of hym, and they knewe well by the reason 
of his yought hunger opressyd hym 5 more then it dyde 
to them of gretter age / than they alyghtyd vnder a and while he 

and his com- 

grete oke, to y e en tent to serene for sum frute to ete / pany are alighting 
24 they 6 lette theyr horses go to pasture, whan they were 

thus alyghtyd / the dwarf e of the fayre / kynge Oberon, 

came rydynge by, and had on a gowne so ryche that it ° beroa rid< * by. 

were meruayll to recount the ryches and fayssyon ther- 
28 of / and it was so garnyshyd with precyows stones that Hie dress shines 

the clerenes of them shone lyke the sone. Also he had 



a goodly bow in hys hande so ryche that it coude not *nd in his hand 

is a bow of great 

be estemyde, and hys arrous after the same sort / and value. 
32 they 7 had suche proparte 7 / that any beest in the 

1 Fol. xvi. back, col. 2. 1 vnto. 8 along. 
4 who. 6 Fol. xvii. col. 1. 6 glad therof. 
T — 7 were of such a nature or qualite. 
CHABL. ROM. VI. F 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xxii. 



A horn, the gift 
of four fairies, 
hang* about hie 
neck. 



One Wry had 
endowed it with 
the power of 
curing by its 
blast all manner 
of sickness; 



another with that 
of satisfying 
hunger and 
thirst; 



a third with that 
of lightening 
every heavy 
heart; 



and a fourth with 
that of forcing 
whosoever heard 
it to come at the 
pleasure of him 
that blew it. 



At the sound of 
the horn Huon 
and his com- 
panions are Ailed 
wiUi Joy. 



Huon is no 
longer thirsty or 
hungry. 



worlde that lie wolde wyshe for / the arow sholde 1 
areste hym / Also he hade about hys necke a ryche 
home hangyng by two lases of golde / the home was 
so ryche and fay re / that there was neuer sene none 2 4 
suche ; it was made by .iiii. ladyes of the fay re in the 
yle of Chafalone / on of them gaue to the home suche 
a proparte / that who so euer hard the sownde therof, 
yf he were in the gretest syknes in the worlde / he 8 
sholde incontynent be hole and sownde ; the lady that 
gaue thys gyft to this home was namyd G.'oriande / the 
secounde lady was namyd Translyne ; he 8 gaue to this 
home a nother properte, and that was, who so euer 12 
harde this home, yf he were in the gretest famyn of 
the worlde, he sholde be satisfied as well as though he 
had ete/t al that he wolde wysshe for, and in lyk wyse 
for drynk as well as though he had dronken his fylle 16 
of the best wyne in all the worlde. the thyrd lady, 
namyd Margale, gaue to this home yet a greter gyft / 
and that was, who so euer harde this home / though he 
were neuer so poore or febyll by syknes, he sholde haue 20 
suche ioy in his herte that he sholde synge and daunce / 
the forth lady, namyd Lempatrix, gaue to this home 
suche a gyft, that who so euer harde it, yf he were a 4 .C. 
iorneys 8 of, he sholde come at the pleasure of hym that 24 
blew it, farre or nere. Than kynge Oberon, who knew 
well and hade sen the .xiiii. cowipaygnyons, he set hys 
home to hys mouth and blewe so melodyous a blast / 
that the .xiiiL compaygnyons, beyng vnder the tre, had 28 
so parfayte a ioy at there hertes that they al rose vp 
and begane to synge and daunse. ' A, good lorde,' quod 
Huon, ' what fortune is come to vs ? / me thynke we be 
in paradyse / ryght now I coude not eusteyn my selfe 32 
for lake of mete & drynke, and now I fele my selfe 
nother hungry nor thrusty. fro whense may this come?'/ 

1 would. a any. 8 she. 4 Fol. xvii. ool. 2. 
6 dayes iourneys. 
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' Syr 9 9 quod Gerames / ' know for trough thys is done 
by the dwarfe of the fayry / whom ye shall sone se 
passe by you. But, syr, I require you in 1 iupardy in 2 GenmMwvni 
4 lesynge of your lyfe that ye speke to hym no worde, w^u?otem. M 
without ye purpose to byde euer with hym.' ' Syr/ 
quod Huon, ' haue no dought of me, sen I knowe the 
iupardy.' Therwith y* dwarfe began to crye alowde, 
8 and sayde, ' Ye .xiiii men that passyth by my wood, obenm caiu to 
god kepe you all / and I desyre you speke with me, speak to him. 
and I coniure you ther to by god almyghty, and by 
y e crysteudome that ye haue receyuyd, and by all that 
12 god hath made, answer me.' 

% Howe kynge Oberon was ryght sorowfull 
and sore dyspleasyd in that Huon wold 
not speke / and of the grete fere that 
16 he put Huon and hys company in. 

Capitulo .xxiii. 

Han that Huon and hys company harde Huon and hit 
the dwarfe speke, they montyd on away?" 7 
there horses & rode awaye as faste as 
they mygh without spekyng of any 
worde / and the dwarfe, seynge howe 
that 3 they rode away & wolde not speke, he was 
24 sorowfull and angry / than he sette one of his fyngers 

on his home / out of y* whiche issuyd out 4 suche oberon in anger 

, r*i>es a tempest 

wynde a 5 and tempest so horryble to here that it bare about them, 
downe trees, and therwith came suche a rayne & hayh* 

28 that 6 semyd that heuen and the erthe hade fought 
together, and that y* worlde shnlde haue ended / the 
beestys in the wodes brayed and cryed / and thou 
foules of the eyre fell doune deed for 7 feer that they 

32 were in / ther was no creature but he wolde haue bene 

1 on. 2 of. 3 Fol. xvii. back, col. 1. 
4 out omitted. 6 a winde. • it. T the. 
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and causes a afrayed of that tempeest / than sodenly aperyd before 

perilous river to 

appear in the them a grete ryuer / that ran swyf ter than the byrdes 
path before them. ^ e j an( j the water was so blacke and so perre- 

lotw } & made suche a noyse that it myght be herde .x. 4 
Huon isttricken leges of / ' Alas,' quod Huon, e I se well now we all 1 be 

with fear. 

all loste ; we shall here be oppressyd without god haue 
pyte of vs / I repent me that euer I enteryd in to 
this wode ; I had ben better a 2 traueylyxl a hole here 3 8 
than to haue come nether' / 'Syr,' quod Gerames, 
' dysmay you not / for all this is done by the dwerfe of 
the Fayrey ' / ' well/ quod Huon, ' I thynke it beste 
to alyght fro our horse, for I thynke we shall neuer 12 
skape fro hense, but that we shall be all oppressyd '/ 
than Garyn and the other companyons had grete 
meruayll, and wher in grete feer / ' a, Gerames, 7 quod 
Huon, 'ye shewyd me well that it was grete perell 16 
to passe this wode / I repent me 4 that I hadde not 
a fair castie rises beleuyd you ' / than they sawe on y e other syde of the 

upon the opposite - , ... .... 

side of the river, ryuer a fayre castell enuyronyd with .xmi. grete 

toures, and on euery toure a clocher of fyne golde be 20 
semynge / the whiche they long regardyd / & by that 
tyme they had gone a lytyll by y e ryuer syde they 

but soon vanishes, loste y e syght of y e castell, it was clene vanysshyd 

a way / wher of Huon & his company were sore 24 

Gerames shows abasshyd / 'Huon,' quod Gerames, 'of all this that 

that all this is the _ ' „ . , _ 

work of the ye se dysmay you not / for all this is done 5 by the 
F^bind, whole crokyd dwarfe of y* Fayrey, & all too begyle you / but 
Huon ha^apoken ne can nofc greue you so ye speke no worde / how be it, 28 
him™ rd wUh or6 we departe fro hym he wyll make vs all abasshyd, 
for anone he wyll come after vs lyke a madd man by 
cause ye will not speke to 7 hym; but, syr, I requyre 
you as in goddys name / be nothynge afreyde, but 32 
ryde forth surely, & euer be ware that ye speke to 7 
hym no worde ' / ' syr,' quod Huon, ' haue no dought 

1 all omitted. 2 to haue. 3 yeere. 4 now. 
6 Fol. xvii. back, col. 2. 6 ere. 7 vnto. 
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therof / for I had rather he were bresten 1 than I 
shulde speke one worde to hym ' / than they rode to 
pass y* ryuer, and than they founde there no thynge to 
4 let them, & so rode a 2 .v. legges / ' syr/ quod Huon, Huon rainiy 

imagines he hat 

' we may well thanke god that we be thus skapyd thes now escaped 
dwarfe, who thought to haue dysceyuyd vs / I was Ob • ^ontloll •• 
neuer in such feer durynge my lyfe, god confou/ide 
8 hym ' / thus they rode deuysynge of y e lytyll dwarfe 
who had done them so myche trouble. 



% How kynge Oberon, dwarfe of the Fayrey, 
pursuyd soo moche Huon that he con- 
12 stray nyd hym to speke to hym at laste. 

Capitulo .xxiiii. 

I Han Gerames vnderstode y e companye 
how they thought they were 8 skapyd 
fro the dwarfe, he began too smyle, & 




sayd / 'syra, make none a vance 4 that Gerametwama 

him not to Iw too 

ye be out of his 5 daunger / for I certain that hu 

dangers are yet 

belyue ye shall soone se hym agayne* / & as sone overdue, 
20 as Gerame had spoke the same wordys / they sawe 
before them a bryge, y* which they must passe, & 
they sawe y* dwarfe on y* other parte. Huon sawe and straightway 

o 1111111 Oberon is seen on 

him fyrst, & sayd, 'I se y e deuyll who hath done vs a bridge before 
24 so myche trouble ' / Oberon herde hym, and sayde, 
' frende, thou doest me iniurey 6 without cause, for I 
was neuer deuyll nor yll creature / I am 7 a man 7 as 
other be / but I cowiure the by the deuyne puisance to conjuring Huon 

to speak with 

28 speke to 8 me.' tarn Gerames sayd, ' syrs, for goddes sake him. 

GeramcB 

.let hym alone / nor speke no word to hym / for by hys dissuades him 
fayr langage he may dyssayue vs all / as he hath done 
many other ; it is pyte that be hath leuyd so longe.' 

1 destroyed. * about. 8 whree in orig. 
4 b raging. 6 this. 6 Fol. xviii. col. 1. 
7—7 omitted, 8 vnto. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xxiv. 



Oberon blows his 
horn, and Huon 
and his company 
can ride no 
further, but stop 
and sing. 



Another blast of 
the fairy's horn 
summons four 
hundred armed 



Oberon bids the 
warriors slay the 
knights. 



Gloriande begs 
the dwarf to gire 
them some 
respite. 



Huon and his 
company ride on 
apace. 



than they rode forthe a good pase, and left the dwerfe 
alone sore dyspleysyd / in that they wolde not speke to 
hym / than he toke his home, and sette it to his 
mouthe and hie we it / whan Huon and his companye 4 
herde it they hadde no power to ryde any ferther / hut 
they began all to synge / than Oberon the dwarfe 
sayde, ' yonder company are fooles, and proude / that 
for any salutacyon that I can gyue them they dysdayne 8 
to answere me / but by the god that made me, or 1 
they escape me the refuse 2 of my wordes shall be dere 
bought/ than he tooke agayne his home, and strake it 
.iiL tymes on his bowe / and cryed out aloude and 12 
sayde, * ye my men, come and apere before me ' / than 
there came to hym a 3 foure hondred men of armes, 
and demaundyd of Oberon what was his pleasure, and 
who had dyspleasyd hym / 4 Syrs/ quod Oberon, 16 
* I shall shewe you / how be it I am greuyd to shewe 
it / here in this wode there passyd .xiiii. knyghtes / 
who dysdaynyth to speke to 4 me / but to the entent 
that they shall not mocke me / they shal derely by the 20 
refusynge of theyr answere / wherefore I wyll ye 
go after them and slee them all, let none escape'/ 
than one of his knyghtes sayd, ' syr, for goddes sake 
haue pyte of them 1 / ' sertenly/ quod Oberon, myne 24 
honour sauyd, I can not spare them syn they dysdayne 
to speke to 4 me' / * syr,' quod Gloriand, * for goddes 
sake do not as ye say / but, syr, worke by my counsell, 
and after do as it please you / syr, I counsell you yet 28 
ones agayne goo after them / for 5 yf they do not 6 speke 
we shall slee them all ; for surely, syr, yf they see you 
retourne agayne to them, so shortly they shall 7 be in 
grete feer ' / i frond/ quod Oberon, ' I shall do as ye 32 
haue cou?isellyd me ' / thus Huon & his company rode 
forth a grete pace / and Huon sayd, ' syrs, we are now 



1 before. 2 refusal. 8 about. 
6 Fol. xviii. col. 2. 6 then. 



4 vnto. 
* will. 
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fro the dwerfe a 1 .v. leges ; I neuer sawe in my lyfe 
boo fayre a creture in y* visage / I haue grete meruayle He marreis at 
how he caw speke of god almyghty 2 / for I thiftke he and desire* to 
4 he a deuyll of hell / & sennys he spekyth of god, me 9pmk with h4m ' 
thynke we ought to speke to hym / for I thynke suche 
a creature can haue no power to do vs any yll 8 / I 
thinke he he not past of y* age of .v. yeres 1 / ' syr/ quod 
8 Gerames, ' as lytel as he semyth, & that ye take him 
for a chylde / he was home .xl yere afore y* Natyuyte 
of our lord Jhesa Cryst ' / * surely/ quod Huon, ' I care 
not what age he he of / hut yf he com agayne, yll hape 

12 come to me yf I kepe my worde* & spech fro him / I 
pray you he not dyspleasid.' & thus as they rode 
dyuysynge .xv. dayes / sodenly Oheron apery d to 4 them After fifteen days 
& sayd, ' syrs, are ye not yet aduysyd to speke to 4 me 1 / appear* to them, 

16 yet agayne I am com to salute you in y* name of y* and salute* Huon 
god that made & formyd vs, & I cowiure you hy God. ,ename0 
y* puysaunce that he hath geuin me / that ye speke to 
me, for I repute you for fooles to thinke thus to passe 

20 thorow my wod & dysdayne to speke to me/a, Huon, 
I knowe thee well ynough, & wether thou woldest go / 
I know all thy dedes, & 5 thou ale west Chariot, and He recite* Huon'* 

history, 

after dyscomfyted Amaury / and I knowe y 6 message 
24 that Charlemayn hath chargyd the to say to the 

admyrall Gaudys. y* which thyng is impossyhle to he »nd show* htm 
done without myne ayed / for without me thou shalt fairy aid he win 
neuer acomplyshe this entrepryce / speke to me / & I mission. 
28 shall do the that courtesy that I shall cause y* to 
acheue thyne entrepryce, y* which is 6 impossyhle 
without me / & whaa thou hast acheuyd thy message I 
shal briwge thee agayne in to frawce in sauegard / & 7 
32 I know y* cause that thou 8 wylt not speke to me / 
hath hen 9 hy reason of olde Gerames who is there with 
the. Therfore, Huon, heware of thy selfe; go no 

1 about ' * almightie God. 3 euill. 4 vnto. 6 how. 
• else. 1 and omitted. 8 Fol. xriii. back, ool. 1. 9 it is. 
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oberon onoe more f orther / for I knowe well it is thre dayes passyd sene 

begs Huon to 

•peak with him, thou dydyst ete any mete to profyt the / yf thou wylt 
beleue me / thou shalt haue ynough / of suche 
sustenance as thou wylt wysshe fore. And as soone as 4 
thou hast dynyd I wyll giue the leue to departe / yf it 
be thy pleasure / of this haue no dought* ' Syr/ quod 

and Huon wda Huon, ' ye be welcorn.' ' A,' quod Oberon, ' thy 

him welcome. 

The dwarf salutasyorc shalbe well rewardyd. know for trouthe 8 

promises him rich 

reward for thia thou neuer dyddest salutasyon so profytable for thy 
selfe / thou mayst thanke god / that he hathe sent the 
that grace.' 



% Of the grete meruaylles that Oberon 12 
shewyd to 1 Huon / & of the aduentures 
that fell. Capitulo .xxv. 

r Han Huon had well herd Oberon he 
had grete merueyll, and demaunyd yf 16 
it were trew that he hade sayd. ' ye 
trewly,' quod Oberon, 'of thai make 
Hu<m asks ^^^^0^ no dought.' ' Syr,' quod Huon, ' I 

haa*punued him? haue greate merueyll for what cause ye haue alwayes 20 

pursuyd vs ' / 4 Huon/ quod Oberon, 1 know well / I 
Oberon teiis how loue thee well by cause of the trouthe that is in the / 
and therfore naturally I loue the / and yf thou wylt 
and who he ia. knowe who I am, I shall shew the / trew it is Julius 24 
His father waa cesar engenderyd me on the lady of the pryuey 8 Isle / 
his mother the who was sumtyme welbelouyde of the fayre Florimont 
we^ono^iov^dTy of albaney. But by cause that Florimont who as than 
Florimont. was yonge / & he had a mother who dyd so myche / 28 
that she sawe my mother and Florimont to gether in 
a soletary place on y e see syde / whan my mo 8 ther 
paraeyud / that she was spyed by Florimont^ mother / 
she departyd and left Florimont hyr louer in grete 32 

1 vDto. * aecret. 8 Fol. xviii. back, ool 2. 
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& thaw she retourayd in to hyr 1 countre of y* priuey 2 Hie mother^ 

bland U 

Isle / the which now is namyd Chyfalonnye, wher as now known m 

. Chyfalonnye. 

4 she maryed after, & hade a sonne who in his tyme after By on* man-tag* 

T , . . , alia waa moibar of 

was kynge of Egypt / namyd Neptanabws / it was he Nepunabae, tba 
as it is sayde that engenderyd Alexander y' grete, who J leader the 
aft causyd hym to dye / than after a .vii. yere Sezar 0rmi ' 
8 passyd by the see as he went in 3 to thesalee 4 wher as 
he fought with pompee / in his way he passyd by 
Chyfalonnye / wher my mother fetchyd hym / and he c*aar fan in love 

with bar on hia 

fell in loue with her bycause she shewyd hym that he way to Theeeaiy 
12 sholde dyscomfyt Pompee / as he dyde / thus I haue Pompey. 

shewyd yon who was my father / at my byrthe there At obara^Mrth 
was many a prynce 8 and barons of the fayrre / and ware inTtted to be 
many a noble lady that came to se my mother whyles oneT"' 
16 she trauaylyd of me. & among them theyr was one was 

not content / by cause she was not sent for as wel as wb °in « n ** r 

' oauaed him to 

j* other, & whan I was borne / she gaue me a gyft, y* oeaae growing 

whan three yean 

whiche was, that whan I sholde passe .iil yere of age I old. 
20 sholde growe no more / but thus as ye se my now / 
and whan she had thus done / and sawe that she had 
thus seruyd my by heyr wordis / she repentyd heyr Butane later 

y repented of her 

selfe / and wolde recompense me a nother wave. Than wrath, and made 

a , - , , , , him the falreet of 

24 she gaue my 0 another gyfte / and that was, that I morula, 
sholde be the fayreste creature that euer nature formyd / 
as thou mayst se my now / and another lady of the a aecond fairy 

gave him the 

Fayrrey namyd Transline / gaue me a nother gyft, & power of seeing 

, J Jt . . . into all men'a 

28 that was, all that euer any man can knowe or thynke, mind.; 
good or yll, I do 7 know it / the thyrde lady, to do 
more for me / and to please my mother y e better / she » thlrd thti of 

' * going whither he 

gaue my / that there is not so fay re 8 a contray / but would by merely 
32 that yf I wyll wysshe me selfe theyr, I shall be there 
incontynent with 9 what nombre of men as I lyste / and 

* owne. 9 secret. 8 vnto. 4 place. 6 many Princes. 
6 me. T should. 8 farre. 
• Fol. xix. col. 1. 
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Everything more oner, yf I wyll haue a caste! 1 or a pal ays at 

indeed that he . . 

requires he can myne owne deuyse, incontenent it shall be made / and 

procure by merely , . T , , , 

wishing for it. as 8one gone agayne and 1 I lyste; and what mete or 

wyne that I wyll 2 wysshe for it, 3 I shall 4 haue it 4 
He is king of incontenent ; & also I am kynge of Momur, the whiche 

Momur. 

is a 5 .iiii. C. leges fro hense / and yf I lyste incontenent 
I can be there / know for trouthe that thou art aryuyd 
at a good porte / I know well thou haste grete nede of 8 
mete / for this .iii. dayes thou hast had but small 
oberon offers sustenaunce / but I shall cause the to haue ynough / I 
demaunde of the wether thou wylt haue mete and 
drynke here in this medow, or in a palayes, or in a 12 
hall ; commaund where as thou wylt, & thou shalt haue 
it for the and thy company ' / ' syr/ quod Huon, ' I 
wyll folowe your pleasour, and neuer do nor thynke 
the contrary 1 / ' Huon,' quod he, ' as yet I haue not 16 
shewyd all the gyftes that were gyuen me at my 
No bird nor byrthe / the .iiii. lady gaue me / that there is no byrde 
ul^diMM nor beest, be they neuer so cruell / but yf I wyll haue 
obSroT" ° f them 1 ma y teke tnem ™& my hand, and also I shall 20 
tee^oider Ter neuer seme 6 elder than thou seest me now / and whan I 
iwmUm world sna ^ departe out of this worlde, my place is aperrelyd 7 
p^^ready far ^ P ara dy ce / * or ^ knowe that all thynges creatyd in 
him in paradise, tliis mortall world must nedys haue an ende / i syr,' 24 
quod Huon, 'such a gyft ought to be well kept'/ 
' Huon,' quod Oberon, * well ye were counselyd when 
ye spake to me / ye had neuer before so fayre 
aduenture / shewe me by thy faythe / yf thou wylt 28 
ete / & what mete thou wylt haue and what wyne thou 
Huon accepts the wylt drynke ' / ' syr,' quod Huon, ' so that I had 
£>Tanddrink. mete and drinke I care not what it were, so that I and 

my company were fyllyd and ryd fro our famyn ' / 32 
He and his than Oberon laughyd at hym and sayde / 'syrs, all ye 
atoberon? d<mn syte downe here in this medow / and haue no dought 
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but all that I wyll do is done by the puys l saunce of our 
lorde god ' / than Oberon began to wysshe / and aayd 
to 2 Huon and his company, and sayd, 'syrs, aryse vp 

4 quykly,' the whiche they dyd / than they regardyd 3 and when they 
before them and sawe a fayre and a ryche palayes r^iy-buiif *** * 
garnysshyd with chambers and halles / hangyd and 5em* b * for * 
beddyd with ryche clothes of sylke beten with golde, 

8 and tablys redy set full of mete / whan Huon and his 
company sawe the ryche palayes before them they had 
grete meruayll / than 4 Oberon toke Huon by the hande / ow™ i«,u 

o - , , Huon within, 

& with hym mountyd vp in to the palayes / whan wi*r* wn-uiu 
12 they came there they founde seruaun f .es there redy / J?u2nb«SiM. 
bryngynge to 2 them basyns of golde garnysshyd witii 
precyous stones / they gaue water to Huon. than 5 
he sat downe at the tabull, the whiche was furnysshyd AuueiiNt 

i/» -ii it f iiit^ i with all manner of 

1C with all maner of mete and drynke that man coude food and drink, 
wysshe / Oberon satte at the tables ende on a banke* At one end, on an 

Ivory throne, 

of Iuorey rychely garnysshyd with golde and precyous oben»ukt» hia 

•eat. 

stones, the which sete had suche vertu geuyn to it by 
20 the fayrey / that who so euer by any suttyll meanes 
wolde poyson hym that shulde syte there on, as soone 
as he shulde aproche nere to y e sete he shuld fal down 
starke deed / king Oberon sat theron rychely aparelyd / 
24 and Huon, who sat nere to 2 hym, began to ete a grete Near him it Huon 

[with hia 

pace / but Gerames had small apetyte to ete / for he company], 
beleuyd that they shulde neuer departe thense / whan SaTSey ihau" 
Oberon sawe hym he sayd / 1 Gerames, ete thy mete u^vw an* 

28 and drynke / for as soone as thou haste eeten thou obe^TwIurw 
shalt haue leue to go when thou lyste ' / whan Gerames may go^henoe 
herde that he was ioyfull / thaw he began to ete & w v *£ n *** iB 
drynke / for he knewe well that Oberon would not do 

32 agaynst his assurance / all the company dyd well ete 
and drynke / they were seruyd with all thynges that 
they coud wysh fore / whan Huon sawe how they were 

1 Fol. xix. col. 2. * vnto. 8 looked. 4 and. 
6 and. 8 bench. 
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when ail are all satysfyed and replete, and had well dynyd, 1 he sayd 

satisfied, Huon 

aaks oberon'a to kynge Oberon / * syr, whan it shall be your pleasour 
leave to depart ^ wo jd e ve shulde gyue V8 leue to departe ' / * Huon,* 
quod Oberon, ' I am ryght well content so to do / but 4 
fyrste I wyll shewe you my iuelles ' / than he callyd 
oberon eends for a Clariand, a knyght of the fayrey, and sayd, 'frende, go 

cup, and shows it 

to Huon. and fetche to me my cuppe.' he dyd his commaunde- 

ment. and whan Oberon had the cuppe in his hande / 8 
he sayd to 2 Huon / 'syr, behold wel ye se well 8 this 
cuppe is 4 voyde and empty* / 'that is trewe, syr,' 
quod Huon / than Oberon sete the cuppe on the 
table, and sayde to 2 Huon / 'syr, beholde the grete 12 
power that god hath gyuen me, and how that in the 

The dwarf makes fayrey I may do my pleasour.' than he made ouer the 

the sign of the * * J „ ... . , K . 

cross over it and cuppe the signe of a crosse .ill. tymes / than 5 incontenent 

it Alls with wine. . # n <» / ijii i 1 * f /• 

the cuppe was full of wyne / and than he sayde, *lo,° 16 
syrs, ye may well se that this is done by the grace of 
god / yet I shall shewe you the grete vertu that is in 
this cuppe, for yf all the men in the worlde were here 
An guiltless men, assembelyd to gether, and that the cuppe were in the 20 

says Oberon, will ... , - , ,. , 

And the cup fun handes of any man beynge out of deedly synne, he • 

when raising it to . , . . . . . , , . 

their lips. myght drinke therof his fyll / but who so euer oner his 
hande to take it beyng in deedly synne, the cuppe shulde 
lese his vertu / and yf thou mayst drynke therof, I 24 

oberon bids Huon offer to giue the the cuppe* / 'syr/ quod Huon, 'I 

drink of it, but he trr i j j ^ 

fears that he >ias thanke you, but I am in dought that I am not worthy 

sinned, and is 

unworthy of it. nor of valoure to drynke ther of nor to touch the 

cuppe / I neuer herd of suche a dyngnyte as this 28 
cuppe is of / but, syr, knowe for trouthe I haue ben 
confessyd of all my synnes, and I am repentant and 
sorowfull for that I haue done / and I do perdon and 
forgyue all the men in the worlde what so euer iniury 32 
hath bene done to 2 me / and I knowe not that I haue 
done wronge to any creature, nor I hate no man.' and 

1 Fol. lix. back, col. 1. 2 vnto. 8 that. 4 now. 
• and. • Behold. 
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so he toke the cuppe in ho the his hattdes and set it to Boon bowmr 
his mouth, and dranke of the good wyne that was end7t wLhThu 
1 therein at his pleasour. 

4 % Of the grete giftes that Oberon gaue to 2 
Huo», as his horne of Iuorey & his cuppe, 
the whiche were of grete vertues / and 
Huon after thought to proue the vertu of 
8 thew, whereby he was in grete perell of 
dethe. Capitulo .xxvi. 

Han Oheron sawe that, he was ryght oberon is 
glad, and came and enbrasyd Huon, proof of H Don's 

, o , . Innocence, and 

seynge how 3 he was a noble man / w ,tm.u the cup 
*/ 1 gyne the 5 this cuppe as it is in the to ke#plug - 
maner as I shall shewe tJiee in any 
wyse for any thyng ; for y e dyngnyte of the cuppe be 
16 thou euer trewe and faythfull / for yf thou wylt worke 
by my counsell I shall ayed thee and gyue the socour 
in all thyne affayres / but as soone as thou makyst any 
lye the vertu of the cuppe wyl be lost and lese his 
20 bounte, and besyde that thou shalt lese my loue and 
ayed ' / ' Syr/ quod Huon, ' I shall ryght well be 
ware ther of / and now, syr, I requyre you suffer vs to Huon desire* to 
departed * abyde yet,' quod Oberon 6 ; ' yet I haue "* ° rt ' 
24 another iuell the which I wyll gyue thee / by cause I 

thynke there be trouthe and nobles in the. I wyll but Oberon delays 

• ., i • i • * ii * him to give him 

gyue the a ryche horne of iuorey, the whiche is full of his ivory horn, 
grete vertu / the 7 whiche thou shalt here with the / it is 
28 of so grete vertu / that yf thou be neuer so farre fro me, 

as soone as thou blowest the horne / I shal here the / one Mast of which 

_ _ „ , . .,1.,^,, , will bring the 

& shall be incontenent with the with a .C. thousaunde dwarf to his side 

no . i i . , , , . with a hundred 

men of 8 armes for to socoure and ayed the / but one thousand men. 

32 thynge I commaunde thee, on the payne of lesinge of 

1 Fol. xix. back, col. 2. * vnto. 8 sayiog that 
* and. 5 (quoth he). 6 Huon misread in orig. 
7 and, 8 at. 
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Bat it in only to 
be blown when 
Uuon it in great 
peril. 



HUON OP BURDBUI. 



[Ca. xxvi. 



Haon takes leare 
of King Oberon. 



Oberon weeps on 
patting with his 
cup and horn. 



The knights 
reach a deep, 
Cordless river, 



bnt a servant of 
the fairy king 
appears, 



and by striking 
the water makes 
a path through it. 



Huon and his 
company pans 
atonic it, and the 
river o1o*e« in 
behind them. 



my loue and on iuberdy of thy lyfe / that thou be not 
so hardy 1 to sowne thy 2 home / without thou haste 
grete nede ther of ; for yf thou do other wyse I auow to 
god that creatyd me, I shall leue tJiee in as grete 4 
pouerte & mysere as euer man was / so that who so 
euer shulde se the in that case shulde haue pyte of 
the ' / • syr/ quod Huon, * I shall ryght well be ware 
therof / now I desyre you let me departe ' / ' I am 8 
content,' quod Oberon, ' and god be thy gyde.' Than 
Huon toke leue of kynge Oberon / and trussyd vp all 
his baggage / and dyde put his cuppe in 8 his bosome / 
& the horne about his necke / thus they all tooke there 12 
leue of [the] kynge. Oberon 4 all wepynge enbrasyd 
Huon / who had merueyll why he wept, and sayd, 
' syr, why do you wepe V / * fiend/ quod Oberon, ' ye 
may well knowe / ye haue with you .ii. thynges that I 16 
loue derely. god ayde you ; more I can not speke 
to you* / thus the .xiiii. knyghtes departyd, and so 
they rode forthe a 5 .xv. leges or more / than they sawe 
before them a grete depe ryuer / and they coude fynde 20 
no gyde nor passage to pass ouer, and so they wyste 
not what to do / than sodenly they sawe passe by 
them a seruaunt of kynge Oberon berynge a rodde of 
gold in his hande, and so without spekynge of any 24 
worde he enteryd in to y e ryuer, and toke his rodde 
and strake y e water therwith .iii. tjmes / than incon- 
tynewt the water withdrew a bothe sydes in suche wyse 
that thir was a pathe that .iii. men myght ryde a 28 
frount / and that done he departyd agayne without 
spekynge of any worde. than Huon and his company 
entryd in to the water, and so passyd thorow without 
any daunger / 6 whan they were past they behelde 7 32 
behynde them, and sawe the ryuer close agayne and ran 
after his olde course / 1 by my faythe/ quod Huon / 

1 Fol. xx. col. 1. 2 they in orig. 8 into. 
4 and. 6 about. 8 and. 7 looked. 
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*I thynke we be inchantyd. I beleue surely kynge 
Oberon hath done this / but sene 1 we be thus skapyd 
out of perel, I truste fro 2 hense forth we shall haue no 
4 dought' / thus they rode forthe to gether synggynge, 
and often tymes spake of the grete meruayles that they 
had sene kynge Oberon doone 8 / and as they rode Th.yrid.toa 

J ^ ' fair meadow, in 

Huon beheld on his ryght hande & sawe a fayre th.mid.tof 
8 medow well garnysshyd with herbes and floures, and clear fountain, 
in the myddes therof a fayre clere fountayne. than 
Huon rode thether / and alyghtyd ahd let there horses Th.ro u»j alight, 
4 to pasture / than they sprede a clothe on the grene 
12 grase / and set there vp 5 suche mete as kynge Oberon 

had gyuen them at there departynge / and there they .nd eat »nd 

drink of th. 

dyde ete and drynke suche drynke as they f ounde in .tor. oberon had 
the cuppe / ' by my faythe,' quod Huon, ' it was a th * m * 
16 fayre aduenture for vs whan we met Oberon, and that 
1 spake to hym / he hath shewyd me grete tokens of 
loue whan he gaue me suche a cuppe / yf I may Huon declare. 

. that if ever h. 

retourne in to fraunce in saue garde, I shall gyue it to return to Franc. 

20 Charlemayne / who shall make grete feest* therwith / cap to th. 
& yf he can not drynke therof the barons of fraunce Emp<ror * 
wyll haue grete ioy 7 therof / than agayne he re- 
pentyd hym of his owne wordes, and sayde, ' I am a 

24 fole to thynke or say thus / for as yet I can not 
tell what ende I shall come to / the cuppe that I haue 
is better worth than .ii. cytyes / but as yet I can not But n. mietruat. 
beleue the vertu to be in the home as Oberon hath c^hafofthT 6 '' 

28 shewyd / nor that he may here it so farre of / but what hora * 
so euer fortune fall, I wyll assay it yf it hath suche 
vertu or not'/ 'A, 8 syr,' quod Gerames, 'be ware Gemma, warn, 
what ye do / ye knowe well whan we departyd what make heedlesa 

32 charge he gaue you / sertenly you and we bothe are t^i * lofthem • 
loste yf ye trespas his commaundement 1 / 'surely,' 
quod Huon, ' what so euer fortune fall, I shall 9 assay it 9 / 

1 seeing. * Fol. xx. back, col. 2. 3 doe. 4 goe. 
* on. 6 ioy. 7 sport. 8 alas. 9 will. 
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but Huon blows & so toke y e home & set it to his mouthe / and blew it 

the horn. ' 

so loude that the woode rang / than Gerames and all 
the other began to synge and to make grete ioy / than 
Garyn sayd, ' fay re neuew, blow styll ' l / and so Huon 4 
blewe styll with suche force that Oberon, who was in 

bh^nnd^ilr?* ^ W00( * e a * ' xv - l e & e8 0 * > herde hym clerely, and sayde, 
his knight it 8 'a, very god, 8 I here my frende blowe whom I loue 

in peril. 

best of all the world / alas, what man is so hardy to do 8 
hym any yll? / I wysshe my selfe wttft him with a 
with a hundred .CM. men of 4 armes ' / incontynent he was nere to 

thousand men he 

approaches Huon. Huon with a .CM. men of 4 armes / whan Huon & his 

company herde y e hoste comynge, and sawe Oberon 12 
com rydynge on before, 5 then they were afreyd ; 6 it was 
no merueyll / seynge the commaundement that Oberon 

Huon fears he had geuen them before / than Huon sayd, ' a, 7 syrs, I 

fooiishij. haue done yll; now I se well we can not escape, but 16 

that we be 8 lykely 9 to dye ' / ' sertenly/ quod 
Gerames, ' ye haue well deseruyd it ' / 1 holdo your 
peace/ quod Huon, ' dysmay you not / let me speke to 
hym ' / ther with Oberon cam to them and sayd / 20 

oberon curses * Htion, 10 of god be thou curssyd, 10 where are they that 

Huon when 

heperceires wyll do the any yll ? why haste thoxi broken my 

his folly. 

commaundement V / * a, 11 syr,' quod Huon, * I shall 
shewe you y e trouthe / we were syttynge ryght now in 24 
y el2 medow, & dyd ete of that ye gaue vs / I belyue 
Huon pleads that I tooke to mych drynke out of the cuppe that ye caue 

the virtue of the . , * , , . , , , 

draught from the me / the vertu of the whiche we well assayed / than 

cup has led him 

into error, and I thought to assay 13 also the vertu of y e ryche home / to 28 
asks for pardon. ^ entent that yf I shulde haue any nede / that I 
myght be sure therof / now I know for trouthe that all 
is trew that ye haue shewyd me / wherfore, syr, in y* 
honour of god I requyre you to pardon my trespas / 32 
14 8yr, here is my sword, stryke of my hede at your 

1 Fol. xxi. col 1. 2 about. 8 — s Alas, my friends. 
4 at 6 them. 8 and. 7 alas. 8 are. • all. 
W->° omitted. » Alas. 18 thiB. » trye. 14 else. 
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pleasour / for I knowe well without your ayde I shall 
neuer come to acheue myne enterpryse ' / ' Huon/ quod 
Oberon, ' the bounte and grete trouthe that is in the 
4 constreynyth me to gyue the pardon / but beware fro 
hense forth be not so hardy 1 to breke my commaunde- 
ment.' ' syr/ quod Huon, « I thanke you ' / * well/ 
quod Oberon, ' I knowe surely that thou hast as yet Huon haa much 
8 moche to suffer / for 2 thou must passe by a cyte namyd hY"* ufjL* 
Tormont, wherin there is a tyrant callyd Macayr, & w^T^Ih. 
yet he is thyne owne vncle / brother to thy father, h^m^SS 
Duke Seuin / whan he was in fraunce he had thought to Dok# *" in ' 

12 to haue murderyd kynge Charlemayn, but his treason 
was knowyn / & he had ben slayne, and 8 thy father 
Duke Seuyn had not ben / so he was sent to y* holy 
sepulcure to do his penaunce for the yll that he had 

16 done / & so after warde there he reuynsyd 4 the feytlie 

of our lord god / and tooke on 6 hym the paynyms law / but ».« now 
y* whiche he hath kept euer syns so sore 0 / that yf he 
here any man speke of our lord god, he wyl jmrsuaunt 

20 him to the dethe / & 7 what promys/Aat he makyth, he 
kepyth none / therfore I aduyse thee trunt not on 
hym / for surely he wyll put thee to dethe yf he may / if Huon m 
& tHou canst not skape yf thou go by that cyte / hTwiiuurdy 

24 therfore I counsell the take not that way yf thou "^ htod ^ , »' 
be wyse 1 / 'syr,' quod Huon / 4 of your courUjasy, lone, 
& good consell I thanke you / but what so euer fortune 
fal to me, I wyl go to mine vncle / & if he be suche one Haon umrtm n.nt 

_ _ . _ , , . , , , h« will confront 

28 as ye say / I shall make hym to dye an yll dethe ; his uncu. 
yf nede be I shall sowne my home, & I am sure at my 
nede ye wyll ayde me' / 1 of that ye may be sure/ 
quod Oberon / 'but of one thynge I defende 8 the, be obaronbids 

32 not so hardy to sowne the home without thou be ^mand* in'ti.e 
hurte, for yf thou do the contrary I shall so marter ft,ture * 
thee that thy body shall not endure it' / ' syr,' quod 

1 as. 8 Fol. xxi. col. 2. 8 if. « renounced. 
* vppon. 6 strongly. 7 looke. 8 forbid. 
CHARL. ROM. VI. O 
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Huon, 'be assuryd your co?nmaundement I wyl not 
oberon bid. ftre- breke ' / than Huon toke leue of kynge Oberon, who 

well, and weep* ' 

for love of Huon, was sory whan Huon departyd / 'syr,' quod Huon, ' I 
haue meruayll why ye wepe ; I pray you shewe me y* 4 
cause why ye do it ' / ' Huon/ quod Oberon, ' the grete 
loue that I haue in 1 thee causyth me to do it, for as yet 
herafteer thou shalt suffer so myche yll & traueyll / 
that no humayn tounge caw tell it ' / ' syr,' quod Huon, 8 
1 ye shewe me many thynges not gretely to my profyte ' / 
'sure,' quod Oberon, 'and yet thou shalt suffer more 
than I haue 2 spoken of, and all by thyne owne foly.' 



who will suffer 
much misfortune 



through his own 
folly. 



Huon and his 
knighU arrive at 
Tormont. 



Huon aalutes a 
man at the Rate in 
the name of God. 




% How Huon aryued at Tormont, and found 12 
a man at the gate who brought him to 
lodge to the prouoste* house in the towne. 

Ca. .xxvii. 

Fter that Oberon had shewed huon IS 
p<?rte of that shuld fall to him, & was 
departed, Huon & his company then 
mounted on ther horses, & so rode 
fourth so longe tyll they cam to y* 20 
cy Lye of tormou?zt. gerames, who had 
ben theyr before, whe/i he saw y e cytye he sayd to huon, 
' a, 3 syr, we be yll aryued here 4 / behold here we be in 
y e way to suffie muche treble.' ' syr,' quod Huon, 'be 24 
not dysmayd, for by y e grace of god we shall ryght 
well skape / for who that god wyll ayde no man can 
hurt.' then they entred into y e citye, & 5 as they caw to 
y c gate they met a man with, a bow in his hand, who 28 
had bene a sporti^ge wtVi out y* cytye / huon ryd 
formest & salutid him in j* name of god. 6 'frewde, 
what cal ye this cytye V / y e man stode styll & had 
meruel what men they were that spake of god. he 32 



1 to. 2 Fol. xxi. back, col. 1. 8 Ala*. 

6 and. 6 saying. 



4 here omitted. 
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behelde them A sayd, 'syrs, y* god in who«e name *ye Theman— himteif 

a Christian— 

haue salutyd me kepe & defend thou frome in- wanuHuon 

, . , , ., T , . , against mention- 

com braunce / now be it I desyre you, in as myche as ye ing the name of 
4 loue your lyues, speke softely that ye be not herd* 00(1 ln ^ Und - 
for yf y* lord of this citie know that ye be crysten men 
he wyll sle you all / syres, ye may tniste me / for I am 
crystened, but I dare not be knowen therof / I haue 
8 such fere of y* duke.' ' frende,' quod Huon, ' I pray 
thou shew me who is lorde of this cytye, & what ys his 
name ' / ' syr,' quod he, 4 he ys a false tyrant, when Macaire, who ha* 

, , \ , ^, \ , , , renounced the 

he was crystened he was named Macaire, but he hath christian faith, i* 
12 renounced god, & he ys so feree & prowde that as now u>rdofthtdtjr * 
he hath 2 nothyng so moche as they 3 that beleue in 
Ihe*u cryst ; but, syr, I pray you shewe me whether 
ye wyll go.' * frende,' quod Huon, ' I wolde gladly go 
16 to y* red see, & from thens to Baby lone / I wold tary 
this daye in this cytye, for I & my company are sore 
wery.' ' syr,' quod he, i & i ye wyll beleue me ye Huon it adrised 

... . M ..... . . _ . D 7 'he stranger to 

shall not entre in to this cytye to lodge / for yf y depart straight- 

20 duke know 6 it none could saue your lyues / therfore yf wa/ ' 
it be your pleasure I shall lede you a nother waye 
besyde y* towne.' 'syr/ quod gerames, 'for goddes 
sake beleue hym tiiat cou?iseleth you so truly ' / ' know 

24 for trouthe,' quod huon, 1 I wyll not do thus. I see lmt he re/We. 
well it is almost nyght, the sonne goth low / therfore I 
wyll lodge this nyght here in this towne, what so euer 
fall;* for a good towne wolde 7 neuer be forsaken.' *- 

28 ' syr,' quod y* straunge man, ' sen 8 it is so, for the loue The stranger 
of god I shall brynge you to a lodgyng where as ye h!ra n to^s^f£ ring 
shall be well & honestly lodgyd in a good mannes lodging ' 
house that bileueth in god, named Gonder; he is 

32 prowost of the cytye, & well beloued with the duke/ 

4 frende/ quod huon, ' god rewarde thou. 9 soo this man The knights 
wente on before 9 through the towne tyl he cam at y e 

1 Fol. xxi. back, col. 2. * to in Uxt, 8 them. * if. 
* knewe, 6 befall. 7 should. 8 seeing. 0 before omitted. 

o 2 



Digitized by 



84 HUON OP burdbux. [Ca. xxvii 

and *m the pro- prouostis house, whome they founde syttynge at his 
H^n Minus him gate. Huon, that was a fayre speker, saluted hym in 
jnuienaxneof ^ e name of god and 1 of the vyrgyn mary. 1 the 
prouost rose vp and beheld Huon & his company, & 2 4 
had 8 m«ruill What they Were, sen 4 they saluted hym in 
y* name of god ; then 6 he sayd, 1 syrs, ye be Welcome, 
The p™™^ but a goddes name I desyre you speke softely that ye 
stranger^ be not herde / for yf y* duke of this cytye knew thou,* 8 
warning, ^ shuld vtterly be lost ; but yf it please thou 7 to tary 

bat offers Haon this nyght here in my house / for y* loue of god / all 

and his company 

shelter in his that I haue in my house shall be yours to do ther with 

house. 

at your pleasure. I abandon all to you / and, syr, 12 
I thank e god I haue 8 in my house that, &• yf ye byde 
here this too yere, ye shall not nede to bye eny thynge 
without ' / • syr,' quod Huon, ' of this frayre proffer I 

They alight, thanke you;' and soo he & his co???pany alyghted, and 16 
there were seruauntes ynow to take ther horses and to 
set them vp. then the host toke Huon & Gerames and 
y e other and brought them to chambres to dresse. 
then 10 / theyr 11 they carae in to the hall, where as they 20 

and table* are set founde the tables set and couered, and soo sate downe 

before them. , 

& were rychely seruyd with dyuers metys. when they 
had done & were rysen, Huon callyd Gerames & sayd, 
After they have ' 8yr f go in hast in to the towne & get a cryer / & 24 
o^mwhm^ make 12 to be cryed in euery merket place & strete, that 
mato*hata5 who w ^o so euer wolde 13 cum & suppe at the prouostes 
wiu may sup house, as well noble as vn noble men, women & 

freely at the ' ' 

that n"ignt! 0a> * chyldren, ryche & poure, and all maner of people, 28 

of what estate or degre 14 they be of, 15 shulde 16 come 

merely & frely, and nothynge pay, nother for mete nor 

dryrake, wlierof they shuld haue as they wysshyd ' / and 

also he co/nmaunded gerames that all the mete that he 32 

could get in the towne, he shuld by it & pay redy 

l — 1 omitted. 2 he. 8 great * seeing. 
6 Fol. xxii. col. 1. • this. * you. 8 that. 
8 k omitted. 10 them. " then. " cause. « will. 
14 so ever. 16 of omitted. 18 ahall. 
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money for y* same. ' syr,' quod Gerames, 4 your pleasure 
shalbe done.' ' syr,' quod the host, * ye know well all 
that ys in my house I haue abandoned to you / 
4 therfore, syr, ye shall not nede to seke for eny thiwg His host win not 



furnysshe 1 that we 2 nede of 2 / & also, syr, I haue a 
8 cuppe of greate vertu ; for yf all y* people that be but Huon says 

• i • i • i 11111 kl» cup will 

within this cytye were here present, they shulde haue supply »n that 
drynke ynough by reaso?* of my cuppe, y* which was 
made 8 in 4 the Fayry 4 ' / when the host herde Huon he 
12 began to smyle, & beleuyd that those wordes had bene 
spoken 6 in iapery 5 / then Huon, not well aduysed, 
toke the home of Iuorey from his necke & toke it to Huon given ti, e 

provost his l»<»rn 

his host to kepe, sayenge, 0 ' host, I take you this to to keep for him. 

16 kepe / for it is a precyous thynge, therfore kepe it surely / 
that I may hauo it agayne whe/i I demau?*d it.' 'syr/ 
quod he, ' I shall surely kepe it, & when it please you 
it shall be redy,' & so toke y e home & layed it vp in a 

20 coffer / but after fell suche an owre that Huon wolde 
haue had it rather then all the good in the worlde, as 
ye shall here more here after. 



^1 How Huon gaue a supper to all the pore 
24 men of the citye, and how the duke was 
vncle to Huon, and how the duke had 
Huon in to his Castell. Capitulo .xxviii. 
7 ^ Hus when Gerames had this cotw- 




28 



32 




to do. when this crye was made there 



maundement of Huon, he went in to Geram<* does 

Huon's bidding. 

the cyte / and made to be cryed in 



dyuers places as he was coramaurcdid 



was no begger, vacabonde, nor rybault 



* all. 



4—4 



* we and of omitted. 8 Fol. xxii. col. 2. 
Fayry Land. *— 6 but in iest. 8 mine. 
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iogeler, mynstrell, olde nor yonge / but by grete flockys 
Four thousand they came all to the prouostes house / in numbre moo 

poor men come to ^ . _ , _ - 

theprovosfi then .CCCC. & Gerame8 bought vp bred, mete, 
Gerames buys flesshe, & other vytele*, all that he could fynde in the 4 
required* c yty e > & payed for it / thus the supper was dressyd, & 

euery man set at the tables. Huon serued them with 
ifuon'e cup his cuppe in his hande, & made euery man to drynke 

provides sufficient rr 

wine. of that he put out of his cuppe into other pottes, & yet 8 

euer the cuppe was full / When y* people had well 
eten & drounken the good wynes and were well chafed 
in ther braynes, sum began to synge & some to slepe at 
the table, & sum bet 1 ther fystes on the bourdes that 12 
it was meruell to se y e lyfe that they led, a wher of 

Macnire's steward Huon had grete ioye / the same tyme the dukes 

comes into tke ' 

town to buy food stewarde cam in to y e towne to by hys maysters 

for bis master's 

supper, supper / but he coulde nother fynde bred nor flesshe, 16 

nor no other vytelles, wherof he was sore dyspleasyd / 
& then he demaundyd the cause why he found no 
vytelles as he was accustomed to do / 'syr,' quod the 
bochers & bakers, ' in y* house of Gonder the prouost 20 
is lodged a yonge man who hath made to be cryed in 
all the cytye, that all beggere & rybaulde* shulde com 
but an has been to supp at his lodgynge / & he hath bought vp all y* 
so to nmes. V y te j2 es ^ e cu id e [ n the towne/ than the 24 

paynem in greate dyspyte went to the palayes to the 
Tbe Duke is told duke, and sayd / ' syr, I can gete nothynge in y* towne 
o uons supper. ^ supper; ther is a yonge man lodged in the 

prcmostcs house that hath bought vp all the vytelles to 28 
gyue a supper to all the beggers, vacabowdes, & rybaudea 
that can be found in y* towne.' When the duke 
in anger Macaire vnderstode that he was sore dyspleasyd, & sware by 
▼bit the provost's mahuwde that he wolde goo see that supper / then he 32 
house. commau/ided all his men to be redy in harnes to goo 

-with hym / & as he was goynge out of his palayea 
a traytour who had stolen prt'uely out of the prouostes 
1 did beat 1 Fol. xxii. back, ool. 2. 
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house, where as he had hen at supper with other / he 1 
sayd to the duke, 'syr, know for trouthe ther is in a traitor come* 
your prouostes house a knyght who hath gyuen a marreUor Huon'e 
4 supper to all people that wolde cum thether, & soo ther cup * 
is no begger, no rybaulde, nor other that woll 2 supe, 
but are come thether; and, syr, this knyght hath a 
cuppe better worth then all this cytye / for yf all the 

8 people betwene est and west shulde dye for lacke of 
drynke / they shuld haue al ynough, for as often as ye 
will empty the cuppe it wylbe full agayne incontynent/ 
when the duke herd that he had greate meruell, & sayd / 

12 sucbe a cuppe were good for hym, & sware by mahound 

that he wolde haue that cuppe / 1 let vs goo thether, for Macaire neoirea 
my wyll is to haue that cuppe. 3 all those knyghtes him. 
shall lose ther horses & baggage; 4 1 wyll leue them 

16 nothinge.' so 5 he went fourthe with .xxx. knyghtes, & 
lestyd not tyll he came to the prouostes house & 
founde the gates open, when y e prouost perseyued The prorost »ees 

• the Duke 

him he cam to Huon, 6 sayd, ' a, 7 syr, ye haue done yll ; approach. 

20 here is come the duke in grete dyspleasure. yf god haue 
not pytye of them 9 I can not se how ye can escape 
without dethe.' ' syr/ quod Huon, ' dysmaye ye not, 
for I shall speke so fayre that he shall he content.' 

24 then Huon with a mery chere cam to y e duke & sayd, 

' syr, ye be welcom.' ' beware/ quod the duke, ' cum Huon welcome 

m — . him. 

not nere me / for no crysten man may com in to 
my cytye wttnout my lycence, wherfore I wyll thou 

28 knowest that ye shall all lose your hedes, and all that M*«iire an^ven. 
ye brought hether ' / ' syr, 9 quod Huon, ' now 9 ye haue him ami hu 
slayne vs ye shal wyn therhy but lytell ; 10 it were grete kni * ht9 ' 
wrong for you so to do.' ' I shall tell the/ quod y e 

32 duke, 'why I wyll so do ; that is bycause ye be crysten ben.u-.. i <> r 
men, therfor tJwn shalte be the fyrst / shew by 11 thy 

1 he omitted. * would. 8 and. 4 Fol. xxiii. col. 1. 

* to omitted, • and. 7 alas. 8 you. 8 when. 

10 and. 11 me on. 
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Hoon tells 
Macaire that he 
has brought the 
poor men together 
that they may 
pray for him 
hereafter 



and invites the 
Duke and his 
escort to eat and 
drink. 



He apparently 
conciliates him, 
and Macaire 
consents to sap. 



Huon serves him 
with fitting 
honour. 



He offers the 
Duke his cup 
filled with wine, 
hut it grows 
empty when he 
touches it. 



Huon angers 
Macaire by telling 
him that this is 
proof that he has 
tinned. 



faythe why haste thou assembled all this company here 
to supper* / 'syr/ quod Huon, 'I haue done it by 
cause I am goynge to y* red see / & bycause these 
pore men wyll pray to god for me tJiat I may sauely 4 
returne / syr, this is the cause that I haue made them 
to suppe with me* / 'a/ 1 quod the duke, 'grete foly 
hast thou spoken / for thou shalte neuer see fayre daye, 
ye shall all lose your hedes ' / ' syr,' quod Huon, * leue 8 
all this ; I pray you & your company syt downe & ete 
& drynke at your pleasure, & I shall seme you as well 
as I can; & then, *yr, yf I haue done eny wronge, 
I wyll make you a mendys in suche wyse that ye shall 12 
be contente, for yf ye do me eny hurt it shall be to you 
but a smale conquest, syr, me thynke yf ye wyll do 
noblye ye shulde sumwhat forbere vs, for as I haue 
hardo say ye were ones crystenyd.' then the duke 16 
sayd to Huon, ' thou hast sayd well ; I am content to 
suppe, for as yet I haue not supped. 1 then the duke 
com maundy d euery man to be dysarmyd & to syt 
downe at the tabyll / the whiche they dyd / than 20 
Huon and Gerames seruyd them, and they were well 
seruyd at that supper / 2 then Huon tooke his cuppe and 
came to y* Duke, & sayd, * syr, se you not here this 
cuppe, the whiche is voyde and empty V ' I se well.' 24 
quod the duke, 1 there is no thynge therm.' than Huon 
made the sygne of the crosse ouer the cuppe, and 
incontynent it was full of wyne / he toke y e cuppe to 
the duke, who had grete meruayll therof , and as sone 28 
as the cuppe was in his handes it was voyde agayne. 
'what!' quod the duke, 'i/tou hast enchanted me.' 
'syr,' quod Huon, 'I am none enchanter / but it is 
for the synne that ye be in / set it downe, for ye are 32 
not worthy to holde it ; ye were borne in an y 11 3 hour* / 
' how art thou so hardy/ quod the duke, ' to speke thus 
to me 1 / I repute the for a proude fole / thou knowyst 
* Well. 1 Fol. xxiii. col. 2. » euill. 
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well it lyeth in my power to dystroy the / there is no 
man dare say the contrary ; yet I pray the tell me thyn 
name, & where thou were borne, and wether thou goest, 
4 & of what kynne thou art of.' 4 syr,' quod Huon, 4 for 
any thynge that shall 1 fall to me I wyll not hyde my 
name nor kin rede / 2 syr, knowe for trouthe I was borne Huoo toils hi» 

nam* and 

at Burdeux vpon Geron, and am sonne to duko seuyn puwurt. 
8 who ys deed .viL yere passyd.' when y e duke herd how 
huon was his uepheu, he sayd, 4 a, 8 the son of my TbeDuke 
brother / nepheu, why haste thou taken in this cyte eny ntphtw. 
other lodgiwge but myne? / shew me whether thou 
12 wylte goo ' / 4 syr/ quod huon, 4 1 am goyng to Babylon Huoo <UeiarMhis 

miMton. 

to y* admirall Gaudys, to do to hym a message fro 
kynge Charlemayne of fraunce / by cause I slew 
his sonne there.' 4 he shewed his vncle all his ad- 

16 uenture / & how the kyng had taken awaye his londe, 
nor shulde not 5 haue it agayne tyll he had done his 
message to the admyrall. 4 fayre nephew,' quod y* 
duke, 4 in lyke wyse I was banysshed the realme of 

20 Fraunce, & syns I haue renyed 6 y e fay the of Jhc*u cryst, 
& syns I maryed here in this countrye a grete lady / by 
whome I haue grete landes to gouerne, wherof I am 
lord. 7 nepheu, I wyll 8 ye shall go & lodge with me in Mac*h» invito* 

24 my castell, and to morow ye shall haue of my barons to 
condute you tyll ye come too babylone ' / 4 syr,' quod 
Huon, 4 1 thanke you ; syn it is your pleasure I wyll goo 
with you to your palayes.' then Gerames preuely sayd Genmet adriws 

28 to hym / 4 syr, yf ye goo thether ye may hap 9 repent uw°proTo»? WlU * 
your self.' 4 it may wel be,' quod Gonder the prouost. 
then huon commaunded to trusse all ther gere & to 
make redy ther horses / & toke with hym his cuppe / 

32 but he lefte sty 11 his home with the prouost. thus 

huon went with his vncle to his castell, & lay there all bat Huon *<»• 
nyght / the nexte mornyng Huon cam to his vncle to that night, 

1 may. * therefore. 8 a omitted. 4 bo. 5 he. 
• denyed. T Fol. zxiii back, ool. 1. 8 that 8 perhaps. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xxix. 



and he is indaoed take his leue / ' fay re nepheu,' quod the duke, 4 1 requyre 

next day 

to delay hie you tary tyll my barows come thai shall condute you in 

departure. 

your iourney.' 4 syr/ quod huon, 4 syn 1 it please you I 
aw content to abyde' / then 2 they sat 8 downe to dyner. 4 



Maoeire plote the 
death of his 
nephew, 




and he bids his 
officer Geoffrey, 
a knight from 
France, 

arm many pagans 
to kill Huon. 
Bat Geoffrey 
recalls Duke 
Savin's kindness 
to himself, 

and resolves to 

protect Huon. 



In the castle 
prison are seven 
soore Frenchmen 
taken upon the 



% How the duke thought to haue murdryd 
Huon, his owne nepheu, whyles he sat at 
the table. Capitulo .xxix. 4 

,Hen this traytor duke saw his nepheu 8 
sit at y* table, he called to him a 
knight borne in fraunce callyd Geffrey, 
ay] io came out of fraunce with y e duke, 
& had in lyke wyse renyed 5 y e law of 12 
cryst, & he was secret with y e duke / then y e duke 
pnuely sayde to him, 'frewd, goo & arme .c. or .vi. 
score paynems, & cause them to cum hether / let them 
sle my nepheu & all that are cum vritfi him, for if one 16 
skape ye shal lese my fauer' / 'syr/ quod Geffrey, 
' your wyll shalbe done ' / then Geffrey went into a 
chambre / where as ther was .cc. harnes 6 hangynge; 
when he cam there * he sayd to 8 him self, 'alas, good 20 
lord, this velayne traytour wolde slee y e sonne of his 
brother / who when I was in Fraunce dyd me ones a 
greate curtesye, for I had bene deed & slayne if duke 
seuyn his father 9 had not socouryd me / it is reason for 24 
that he dyd 10 to me to rendre agayne sum rewarde to 
y' 11 sonne / god co/ifounde me yf he haue any yll for 
me / but I shall rather cause the false duke to bye 
derely y e treason that he wolde do to his neuew ' / y* 28 
same season there was in y* castell a 12 . vii. score pr/soners 
of 18 Frenchemen who were taken vpon y 6 see, & the 
duke kept them in prison to y* entent to put them to 

1 seeing. 2 then omitted. 3 them. 
4 Chap, xxviii. misprinted in orig. 6 denyed. 
6 armours. 7 thether. 8 within. 9 Fol. zxiii. back, ool. 2. 
» then. " his. " about. " all. 
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dethe ; he was so cruell agaynst all crysten men / bat 
god, who neuer forgettyth his frend^, 1 socouryd them / — 
this Geffrey went to the presoners 2 / & sayd to the 
4 prysoners, * syr, 8 yf ye wyll saue your lyues, com out & 
folow me ' / than y* prisoners inco/?tynent issuyd out 
of y* pryson & folowyd Geffrey / & he brought them in 
to the chambre wher as all the harnes hangyd ; he Q*oOfy mm u» 
8 causyd them all to be armyd / & sayde, 4 syrs, yf ye 
haue corage & wyll to issue hense, it is tyme now ye 
shewe your vertu ' / 4 syr/ quod they, 4 to dye in the 
quarell we shall do your commaundemeut / to com out 

12 of boundage in to fredom ' / whan Geffrey hard them 

he was ryght ioyouse, & sayd, 4 syrs, knowe surely that and wn* th«m of 
there is here in this palayes at dyner / y* son of duke th^°tritorool° 
Seuin of Bourdeux, & he is neuew to y e duke lord of 

16 this hous / who was ones crystenyd, & hath renyed 4 y e 
feythe of oure lord god 6 Jhe*u Cryst, 6 & he hathe 
commaundyd me to cause .vii. score paynems to be 
armyd to com & to sle his neuew & all his company.' 

20 thus whan they were all armyd & swordes by there 

sydes, they folowyd Geffrey to the palayes / & whan Th^y approach 
they enteryd / Huon sayd to y e duke his vncle / * syr, hood, 
these men in hemes that enteryd in to this hall, be 

24 they suche as ye haue commaundyd to com hether to 

condute me in my iourney V 4 a, 6 Huon/ quod y* duke / and the Dnk*, 
4 it is other wyse than tTiou thynkest / thinke surely to fyrhu payuT m 
dye, there is no remedy / thou shalt newer se fayre day ^^| ( 

28 more ' / than he sayde, 4 syrs, steppe forthe, loke that no *° 
crysten man skape you, but let them all be slayne.' 



7 f How by the ayde of Geffrey & of the 
pnsoners Huon was socouryd, and slewe 
32 all the paynyms, and the duke flede / and 
after besegyd the castell. Ca. .xxx. 



1 seruants. f Prison. 3 sire. 4 denyed. 
*-* omitted. 6 No. 7 Fol. xxiiii. col. 1. 




92 



HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. XXX. 



Huon makes 
ready for 
resistance. 



At Geoffrey's 
bidding the 
Frenchmen kill 
ail the pagans in 
the palace. 



fauon tarns upon 
his ancle, who 



and leaping from 
a window, runs 
from the castle. 



The Frenchmen 
close the gates 
and raise the 
drawbridges. 




The Duke collects 
more than ten 
thousand men to 
attack the castle. 



Jinn Huon sawe y e malyse of his vncle 
& his false treason he was sore 
isshyd / & rose vp sodenly & set 
his helme on his heed, & toke his 4 
)rd in his hande / than Geffrey cam 
in and cryed, 'saynt Denys, ye nohle frenchemen, take 
hede that no paynym skape alyue, but slee them all 
vrith sorowe* / than 1 the frenchemen drewe out there 8 
ewordys & fought witrt the paynyms on all partes, so 
that within a short tyme they were all slayne / & whan 
the duke sawe how they were no paynyms that slew his 
men / he was in grete fere of his lyfe / & so flede away 12 
in to a secrete chawbre / whan Huon perceyuyd that 
they were frenchemen that 2 socouryd hym, he per- 
ceyuyd 3 the Duke with his sworde in his hande all 
blody with the blode of the paynyms that he had 16 
slayne / whan the traytour 4 Duke sawe that his neuew 
so folowyd hym, he fledde fro chambre to 6 chambre tyll 
he came to a window openyng vpon the garden syde / 
& so lept out there at and ran away, wherof Huon and 20 
Geffray and the other frenchemen were ryght sorowf ulL 
than they closyd the gates and lyft vp the brygges, to 
the en tent that they shulde not be taken within / 
than they came in to y e halle where as one toke 24 
queyntance of an other, where of they had gret ioy / 
but yf god had not socouryd them ther ioy had ben 
tornyd to sorowe / for y e Duke who was skapyd / whan 
he cam in to the towne / he made a crye that as many 28 
as were able to bere harnes 8 shulde come to hym / so 
that he and all that he coude make came with hym 
before the palayes, 7 more than .x. M. persons / and 
they all sware the deth of the crysten men within the 32 
palayes / whan the Duke sawe 8 he had suche* nombre 



1 than omitted. 2 had thus. 8 pursued. 4 trayterous. 
6 Fol. xxiiii. col. 2. 6 armour. 7 being. 
• that. 9 a. 
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he was ioyfull / 1 than he commaundyd his engyns to 
be reysyd vp & ladders on euery parte / & ther with 
pykes & inattokes they brake downe a corner toure / 
4 and the crysten men within defendyd them 2 valyanntly / n* Pmohm« 

make a gall ant 

But there defence shulde* lytyll auayllyd them, and 4 resistance, 
our lorde god had not 6 socoured them / whan Huon a^i^^th^. 
knew the daunger that they were in he was sore 
8 dyspleysyd, and sayde, 4 a, good lord, I ought to be sore 
anoyed 6 whan I se that we be thus kept in by myne 
vncle / I fere me we shall newer se more dayes ' / than 
Gerames sayd, 1 syr, for the loae of god blowe now your 

12 home ' / 'syr/ 7 quod Huon, 4 it is not in my power to Huon remembers 
do it / for y e prouoste Gonder hath it in kepynge / 4 ha, horn to the 
Huon/ quod Gerames, 4 in an yll oure we were aqueyntyd anYthirefore 
with you / for now by your foly and pryde we are in obwon fol' *w. 

16 the way of destructyon' / thus as they were deuysyng / 
Gonder the prouost cam to the Duke, and sayde, 4 syr, 
I haue grete merueyll that ye wyll thus dysstroy your The provost urges 
owne palayes, grete foly ye do therin / syr, 8 I wolde peace with Soon, 

20 counsell you °leue this assault, 10 <fc lete there be a pease 
made betwene you and your neuew on the condycion to 
let hym and his company go sauely away* / 4 prouost,' and the Duke, 
quod the Duke, 4 1 praye the go & do the beste that counsel, sends 

24 thou kanst. I wyll do as thou doest counsell me ' / JdtL his7e°ph*ew. 
than y* prouost cam to y* palayes & sayde to Huon / 
* syr, for goddes sake speke with 11 me'/' what art thou 1 ' 
quod Huon / 4 1 am your host y e prouoste / and I 

28 requyre you, in as moche as ye loue your lyues, kepe 
well this palayes ' / 'syr/ quod Huon, 'of 12 your good 
counsell I thanke you / & I desyre you, for y* loue that on his »rriT»i 

before the cestle 

ye here me, & in that we wolde helpe to saue my lyfe / Huon begs him to 
32 and 13 to delyuer me agayne y e home of Iuorey that ******* hom * 
I toke you to kepe / for wit/tout that I can not scape 

1 and. s themselues. 8 had. 4 if. 6 mightily. 
6 agreeued. 7 Alas. 8 rather. 9 to. 
w Fol. xxiiii. back, col. 1. 11 to. 12 for. w as. 
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[Ca. XXXL 



which he does 
straightway. 



Huon begins to 
eound the horn. 



Genunes reprovss 
Huon for having 
parted with it to 
the provost, 



and warns him 
against blowing 
it now, 



bat Haon will not 
listen to him. 




Oberon hears the 
horn, 



and comes to 
Tormont with his 
armed men. 



dethe ' / e syr/ quod y* prouoste, * it is not fare fro me ' / 
and so toke it out of his bosome & delyueryd it to 
Huon in at a wyndow on the garden syde. 

% How kynge Oberon cam and socouryd 4 
Huon, & slew al the paynymes except 
suche as wolde be crystenyd / and how 
Huon slewe the duke his vncle. Ca. xxxi. 

jllan Huon sawe that he was sessyd* of 8 
his home of Iuorey he was ioyfull, the 
whiche was no meruayll / for it was 
y° *suerte of his lyfe / than he set it 
to his mouthe & began to blowe it / 12 
than Gerames sayde / ' A, syr, ye shulde neuer be so 
lyght to dyscouer your secretes / for yf this prouoste 
had ben vntiew, he myght haue dyseoueryd all your 
secretes to the Duke, wherby ye had ben loste and 16 
deed / therfore neuer dyscouer your secretes 4 / & also, 
syr, I requyre you as yet blowe not your home / for ye 
be not as yet hurte / kynge Oberon commaundyd you 
so at his departynge ' / * why,' quod Huon, * wyll ye 20 
than that I tarry tyll I be slayne 1 surely I wyll blowe 
it without any longer tarryynge ' / and so he blewe it so 
sore that the blode came out of his mouth / so that all 
that were in the palayes began to synge and to daunse, 24 
and the Duke and all suche as were at the sege about 
the palayes coude not reste but to synge and to daunse / 
than 5 kyng Oberon, who as than was in his cyte of 
Mommure / sayd, ' a 6 hygh a I here my frewd Huons 28 
home blow, wherby I knowe well he hath some besynes 
in hande, wherfore I wysshe myselfe there as the 
home was blowyn with a .C. thousaunde men well 
armyd 9 / he had made no soner his wysshe but he was 32 
in y e cyte of Tourmont / where as he and his men 
1 Fol. xxiiii. back, ool. 2. 8 possessed. 3 only. 4 more. 



6 than omitted. 



on. 



l iBjlTby 1 



Ca. xTxii.] of obkbok's aid akd maoum's death. 



slewe downe the paynyms that it was mernajQ to se o > — ai i 
the blode ron downe the stretes 1 yke a ryaer / kynge nr— «*• 




Oberon made it to be ciyed that as man y as wolde - _•- ■ 
4 receyue baptyme theyr lyues shulde be sanyd / so thai 
therby there were many thai were erystenyd / than 
kyng Oberon came to the palayes / whaa Hnon saw 
hym he went and thankyd hym of his socour at thai 
8 tyme of nede / * frende/ quod Oberon, * as longe as ye 
beleue and do my 1 com mai/ndemejttes I shall nener fayle 
to socoure yon in all your affayres ' / thus all that were 
in the towne and wolde not beleue on 2 god were aUyne / 

12 than the Duke was taken and brought to the palayes to s tw Dmkm \* 
Huon / whan he sawe his vncle taken he was ioyfull, Hm's^*. 
and than the Duke sayde / ' fayre nephew, I requyre 
you haue pyte of me' / 'a, vntrew traytour/ quod 

16 Huon / ' thou shalt neuer departe hense alyue, I shall 
nener respyghi thy dethe ' / than with his sworde he 
strake of his vncle hede / than he made his body to be wfc»*nfctonp 

k&s him. 

hangyd oner the walles of the towne / that his ylnes 
20 myght alwayes be had in memory, and to be an ensample 
to all other / thus that countre was delyueryd fro that 
traytoure. 




% How kynge Oberon defendyd 4 Huon / 
24 that he shulde not go by the tonre of the 
gyaunt / to the whiche Huon wolde not 
aceorde, but went thether / wherby he was 
in grete daunger of dethe / and of the 
28 damesell that he fouade there who was his 
owne cosyn borne in fraunce. 



Capitulo .xxxii. 



1 Fol. zziiii. ool. 2. 
1 vnto. 4 



4 forbad. 



» in. 
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Oberon takes 
leave of Huon, 

and foretells 
misfortune which 
his own folly will 
bring upon him. 



The fairy bids 
him avoid the 
tower of 
Dunother. 



For its entrance 
is kept by two 
men of brass, 
always 

brandishing iron 
flails; 



within dwells the 
giant Angolafer, 
whom none can 
resist. 




E baue well 2 herd how kyng Oberon 

cam and socouryd Huon, & whan all 

was done than he sayde to 3 Huon, 'my 

dere frende, I wyll take my leue of 4 

the / for I shall neuer se the agayne 

tyll 4 thou hast sufferyd as moche payne & yli and 

pouerte and dyseese that it well be herde to declare it, 

and all through thyne owne foly 1 / whan Huon herde 8 

that all 5 a frayde &* sayde / 4 syr, me thynke ye say 

grete wronge, for in all thynges to my power I wyll 

obserue your commaundement ' / 1 frende/ quod Oberon, 

* sene 7 thou wylt do so, remembre than thy promos / and 12 

I charge the, on 8 payne of thy lyfe and lesynge for euer 

my loue / that thou be not so hardy 9 to take the way to 

the toure of Dunother / the whiche is a meruelous grete 

toure standynge on the see syde / Iulius Cesar causyd 16 

it to be made / and there in I was longe 10 noryssyd; 

thou neuer sawest so fayr a toure nor better garnysshyd 

with chambers and glase windouse / and with ' in 

hangyd with ryche "tapestrey / at the entre of the gate 20 

there are .ii. men of brasse, eche of them holdynge in 

there handys a flayli of Iren, wher with without sesse 

daye and nyght they bete by such a mesure / that 

whan the one stryketh with his flayli the other is lyft 24 

vp redy to stryke / and they bete 12 so quyckely 13 / that 

a swalow flyyng* can not passe by vnslayn / and with in 

this toure there is a Gyaunt namyd Angolafer ; he toke 

fro me y* toure and a 14 wyght harnes 14 / of suche vertu 28 

that who so euer hath it on his body / can not be hurt 

nor wery / nor he can not be drownyd in no water nor 

burnyd with fyre / therfore, Huon, my frende, I charge 

the go not that way as myche as thou feeryst my 32 

dyspleysour / for agaynst that Gyaunt tlwxx. canst make' 

1 Fol. xxiiii. back, col. 1. 2 all. 3 vnto. 4 vntiil. 
5 being. fl he. 7 seeing. 8 vpon. 
10 time. 11 Fol. xxiiii. back, col. 2. 



4 

• as. 
12 smite. 



13 suddainly. 



14-14 b t rouge armour. 
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no resystence ' / ' syr/ quod Huon, ' knowe for trought 
the day that I departyd out of fraunce I toke on 1 me / 
that any aduenture that 2 1 myght here 2 of, though it 
4 were neuer so perelous / that I shulde 8 neuer eschew it 
for any fere of deth / and, 4 syr, I had rather dye than Huon entreau 

permission to 

to for sake to fyght with that Gyaunt / there is no man approach the 

* tower and fight 

shall let me / &, syr, I promyse you or 5 I retourne with the giant; 
8 agayne to conquere your sayd 6 wyght hemes 6 / it shall 
do me good seruyce here after ; it is a thynge not to 
be forsaken ; and yf I nede of your ayed I shall blowe 
my home, and ye wyll come and socoure me ' / ' Haon/ 

12 quod Oberon / 'by the lorde that sauyd me, yf thou h a otaron 
brekest the home in the blowynge thou shalt haue noo and anger* Haon. 
socoure nor ayed of me'/' syr/ quod Huon, « ye may 
do your pleasure & I shall do myne ' / than Oberon 

16 departyd without more spekynge / and Huon abode in 
y* Cyte, y* whiche he gaue to Geffrey and to the 
prouoste his hoste, and all the lond that his vncle 
helde / than he made hym redy, and toke gold and 

20 syluer plente, and tooke his leue of Geffrey & of his Haon learee 

Torment, 

hoste, and of all other / & so he and his company 
7 departyd / and so rode ouer hylles & dales nyght and 
day a certen spase without fyndynge of any aduenture 
24 worthy to be had in memory / at last he came nere to and after a ion* 

journey tees the 

the see syde where as the toure of y* Gyaunt was ; tower of the giant 
whan Huon saw it he sayde to 8 his company, ' Syrs, by ^ B •* ,h0^ •• 
yonder I se a toure / the whiche was defendyd 9 me x by 
28 Oberon / but as god helpe me / or it be nyght I wyll se Huon declares he 

, / , win enter it, 

what ys within it / what so euer come therof / than 
Gerames behelde the toure and began to wepe, 10 & sayd, 
' a, Huok, he is a fole that agreeth to y 6 coroisell of a Hie eompanione 

99 , deplore hie folly. 

32 chyld. syr, for godes sake beware that ye breke not 
the commaundement of kynge Oberon, for & 11 ye do 

1 vpon. 2 ~ 2 might be heard. 8 would. * therefore added. 
6 ere. 6 stronge armour. 7 Fol. xxv. col. 1. 8 vnto. 
• forbidden. 10 uorow. 11 if. 
CHART,. ROM. VI. U 
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grete yll is lyke to come to 1 you 1 / 'syr/ quod Huon, 
*yf al the men now lyuynge shulde deffend 2 me to go 
nut the knight thether, I wolde not obey them / for ye knowe well I 

replies that he has f J 

come to seek departyd out of Fraunce for none other thynge but to 4 

adventurea. r J J ° 

serche the straunge 8 aduentures. 4 1 demaunde no thynge 
elles but to fynd aduewtures / therfore speke no more to 
the contrary / for or 6 I slepe I wyll fyght with the 
_ Gyaunt / for though he be more harder then Iren, 8 
6 1 shall sle hym or he me, and you Gerames, and all the 
other / abyde you here in this medow tyll 7 I retourne 
agayne.' ' Syr,' quod Gerames, all 8 wepynge / ' it sore 
dysplea^yth me that it wyl be no better, therfore 112 
Huon takes leave recommaumlc you to 1 the sauegard of god , / thus Huon 

of his company, 

departyd and left his company / petuosly 9 complaynyng/ 
Huon armyd hym 10 and so tooke his way / and kyst all 
and alone on foot, hys men one after another / & toke with hym his home 16 

carrying his cup 

and horn, and cuppe / so al alone an fote he went forth, and 
he reaches the restyd not tyll 7 he came to the gate of the castell of 

cartleof e 

Dunother. Dunoster. than 11 he saw .ii. men of brasse that without 

seasynge bet with there flaylles / he behelde theym well, 20 
He seeks to avoid and thought it was in a maner impossyble to enter 

the two men of ° r j 

brass with their without deth / 12 thaw he had greate meruayll, and sayde 

flails of iron, ' b 

to hym selfe 12 / howe kynge Oberon had shewyd hym 
13 the trouthe, and thought without y e ayde of the grace 24 
of god it were impossyble to enter / than 14 he behelde 
and sees a golden all about yf there were any other entre 15 / at last he saw 

basin tied to a J J ' 

marble piiiar. nere to a pyller of marbell a basyn of gold fast tyed 

wit/i a cheyne / tha?* he aprochyd nere ther to and 28 
Thrice he strikes drew out his sworde, wher with he strake thre grete 

it with his sword, 

and the sound of strokes on the basyn / so that the sounde ther of myght 

Sebylle, a damsel well be harde in to the castell / within the toure there 

fortress" 1 * 4 l " the was a damesell called Sebylle / whan she harde the 32 

1 vnto. 2 forbid. 8 strangest. 4 and. 6 ere. 
8 yet. 7 vntill. 8 in. 9 heauily. 10 himself. 11 there. 
12—ia Then he began to consider hereon with himselfe. 
13 Fol. xxv. col. 2. 14 whereuppon. 
16 place to enter. 
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basyn sovrne / she had grete meruayll 1 / than she went to 
a wyndowe / and lokyd out and saw Huon that wolde sebyiie mm Hum 
enter, than 2 she went hake agayne & sayde, ( a, good and fear* that the 
4 lorde, what knyght is yonder without that wold enter ? / him!. 1 
for yf the Gyaunt awake anone he wylb9 slayne / for yf 
there were a .M. knyghtes to gether they shulde 8 sone 
be dystroyed suerly. I haue grete desyre for 4 to knowe 
8 what he is and where he was borne / for as me semyth 
he shulde be of Fraunce to / know the trouthe I wyll 
go to y e wyndow 5 to se yf I may haue of hym any 
knowlege' / than she went out of her chambre, and 

12 went to a wyndow nere to the gate / and lokyd out shegoeetoa 
and sawe Huon all armyd abydynge at the gate / than the gat*, 
she beheld e the blasure of his shylde, wherin was from^ITthteid 
purtruyed .iii. crosses go wiles 0 / wherby she knew wel utomVr™*!' 

16 he was of Fraunce. 'Alas/ quod she, 'I am but lost 
yf the Gyaunt knawe that I haue ben here ' / than she 
retournyd agayne in hast, & went to the chambre dore 
where as the Gyaunt lay and slept, and she parseyuyd she find, that 

20 he was 7 a slepe, for he rowtyd that it was meuayl to ** 
here / than she retournyd agayne quykely to the gate ; 
than 8 she 9 openyd a wycket, out of the whiche there and therefore 
issuyd suche a wynde that it cau:eth y* two men with wicketwWch 1 **"* 

24 there flaylles to stonde styll in rest / whan she had ^T^u^d »t° f 
openyd the wyket hastely she retournyd in to her repairs again to 



chambre / 8 whan Huon sawe the lytyll 10 wyket open he 



her chamber. 



auaunsyd hymselfe & enteryd, for the two men with Huon enters 

through the 

28 theyr flaylles were in rest / than he went iorthe, 11 wicket, 
thynkynge to fynd them that had openyd the wyket, 
but he was sore abasshed when he coude fynde no butmanreiitoaee 

no living creature 

creature / there were so many chambres that he wyst within. 
32 not wheder to goo to fynde that he sought for / thus he 
serched all about / 8 at last he sawe aboute a pylier 

1 thereat 2 whereuppon. 3 all. 4 for omitted. 

6 againe. 6 of gould. 7 yet. 8 and. 
• she omitted. 10 Fol. xxv. back. col. 1. 11 further. 
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But he notices the .xiiii. men lye deed / wber of he had grete meruayll / 

dead bodies of 

fourteen men. and sayd that he wolde retourne backe agayne. than 

Huon desires , » • n * ™ » 1 

to return, ne went out of the hall and came to the gate, wenynge 
but finds the to haue f ounde it open. But it was closyd by it selfe, 4 

wicUt closed and , , . , , „ 

the men of brass and the men agayne 1 bet with there nay lies. 'Alas, 

again in motion. 

quod Huon, 'now I se well I can not skappe fro 
sadly he walks hense ' / than he retournyd in to the castell & harkenyd, 2 

through the 

castle, and as he went serchynge aboute 8 he harde the voyce of 8 

when he hears the , . _ . , 

voice of a damsel a damesell peteously wepynge /he came there as she 
and goes to her. was, & humbly salutyd ber, and sayd / ' fayre damesell, 
I can not tell yf ye can vnderstonde my langage or not / 
know of you 1 wolde why 4 ye make this grete sorow.' 12 
He meets her, 1 Syr/ quod she, 1 1 wepe by cause I haue of you grete 

and she tells him * , , ^ / , « 

of his danger. petye / for yf the Gyaunt bere within, who is 5 a slepe, 
hap 6 go to wake, 6 ye are but deed and lost.' ' Fayre 
lady/ quod Huon, 'I pray you shew me what ye be, 16 
and where ye were borne/ 'Syr/ quod she, 'I am 
doughter to Guynemer, who in his tyme was erle of 

she is, she says, saynt Omers, & am nese to duke Seuyn of Burdeux ' / 

a niece to Duke ^ __ J ' 

serin. whan Huon harde that ryght humbly he kyssyd her, 20 

and sayde / ' dame, 7 know for trouthe 8 ye are my nere 
kynse woman / for I am sonne to duke Seuyn ; I pray 
you shew me what aduenture hath brought you in to 
she had this castelL* ' Syr/ quod sbe, ' my father had deuocyon 24 

fej^tothe ho!j to se the holy sepulcure / & he louyd me so well that 
sepulchre, ^ e wo \fe no t i euo me behynd hym / & as we were on 

and on their the see nere to the Cyte of Escalonee in Surrey, there 

s^wUJked'on* rose a grete tempest in 9 the see / so that y* wynde 28 

castle!**' near the brought vs 10 nere to 11 this castell /and the Gyaunt beynge 

Thouianthad in his toure, sa we vs in greate daunger of drownyng, 

and had slain au and that we were dryuyn in to this porte / he came 

but bad spared downe out of his palayes and slew my father and all 32 

hereeif. them that were with hym except my selfe, & so 

1 did. 2 aboute. 8 carefully. 4 wherefore. 
* yet. to awake. 7 Madame. 8 that. 

• vpon. 10 Fol. xxv. back, col. 2. 11 rnto. 
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Ca. xxxiii.] of sebylle his cousin. 101 
brought me in to this toure, where as I haue bene this He had kept her 

captive for seven 

.vii. yere 1 and neuer harde one masse 1 • & now, cosyn, ye*™. 
I pray you what aduenture hath brought you hether in 
4 to this straunge countre ? ' * Cosyn/ quod he, ' sen 2 ye 
wyll knowe of myne aduenture / I shall shew you the 
trouthe / kynge Charlemayn hath sent me in message Huon teiu^ ^ ^ 
to the admyral Gaudyse in Babylon / I here hym a on Ms way to 
8 message by mouthe & by letters / and as my way lay I 
am come by this toure / and I demaundyd of a paynym 
who was within this toure, and he answeryd me and 
aayd how here shulde be a grete and an orryble Gyaunt 
12 who hath done myche yll 8 to them that hath passyd 

this way, and I thought to passe this way to fyght but wiu now fight 

* and slay the 

with hym and to 4 dystroy hym, and to delyuer the giant, 
countre of hym / & I haue lefte my company hereby in 
16 a valye to tary for me * / ' dere cosyn/ quod she, ' I 

haue grate meruayll that ye wolde take on you suche a hi§ cousin warm 

° •* * " him that five 

foly / for yf ye were .v.C. men to gether well armyd, ye hundred men 

could not conquer 

durst not all abyde hym yf he were armyd with his her cruel master, 
20 armure / for none can endure agaynst hym / therfore, 

cosyn, I counsell you to retourne backe agayne or he do and bids him 

return whence he 

wake, and I shall open you the wyket so that ye shall came, 
passe out without 5 daunger.' 

24 % How the damesell, cosyn to Huon, shewed 
hym the chawbre where as the Gyaunt 
slept / and how he went and wakyd hym / 
and of the good armure that the Gyaunt 
28 delyueryd to Huon. Capitulo .xxxiii. 

r Han Huow had well vnderstonde y e 
damesell, he sayd, 'cosyn, know for Huon begs 

permission to see 

trouthe, or 7 I departe hense I wyll se the giant. 

what man he is / it shall neuer be 

sayd to my reproche in* y e courte of 

x ~ 1 in great dlatresse and miserie. 2 seeing. :{ euill. 
4 to omitted. 6 any. 6 Fol. xxvi. col. 1. 7 ere. 
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Sebylle directs 
him to the giant's 
chamber, 

nud advises 1dm 
to kill the 
monster while 
asleep. 

Huon declares 
he will not be 
guilty of such 
treachery. 



Huon finds 
the giant lying 
on a richly 
furnished bed. 



any pryuce / that for fere of a 1 myscreaunt I shulde be 
of so faynt a courage that I durst not abyd hym / 
certenly I had rather dye thaw such a faulte shuld 
come to me/ 'A, cousyn/ quod she, 'then I se 4 
wel both you and I are dystroyed / but sen 2 it ys 
thus, I shall shew you the chambre where as he 
slepeth / and whan ye haue sene hym yet 8 ye may 
re to urne / fyrst go in to this chambre Mat y e se here 8 
before you, wherin ye shall fynde bred and wyne 
and other vytayll / & in the nexte ye shall fynde 
clothes of sylke and many ryche iuelles / than in the 
thyrd chambre ye shall fynde the .iiii. goddes of y* 12 
paynyms, they be all of fyne massye gold ; and in the 
fourth ye shall fynde the Gyauwt lyeynge a slepe on a 
ryche bed ; than, syr, yf ye 4 beleue me, 4 1 wolde counsel 
you to stryke of his hede slepynge / for yf he awake ye 16 
caw not skape without deth.' 'Dame,' 6 quod Huon, 
' and god wyll it shall neuer be 6 layde to my reproche 6 / 
that I shulde stryke any man vrith out defyaunce.' 7 
Than Huon departyd fro the lady, his sword 8 in his 20 
hande and 9 helme on his hede, and his shylde aboute 
his neke, and so enteryd in to the fyrst chambre, & so 8 
in to the secounde & thyrd, where as he saw the .iiii. 
goddes. When he had wel regardyd them he gaue 24 
eche of them a stroke with his sworde / & than he 
enteryd in to y e chambre where as the Gyaunt lay 
slepynge / Huon 10 regardyd hym myche 10 /and the bed 
that he lay on, the whiche was so ryche / that y e valew 28 
therof coud not be prysyd / y e curteyns, couerynge / & 
pelous were of suche ryches that it was grete beaute to 
beholde them. Also the chambre was hangyd vrith 
ryche clothes 11 and the flowre coueryd with carpet W / 32 
whan Huon had well regardyd all this, & well aduysyd 12 



any. 



seeing. 



3 then. 



-* were of my mind. 
6 Ladie. °— 6 said to my disgrace. 7 his knowledge, 
being. 0 his. 10-10 noted him aduisedly. 
11 Fol. xx vi. col. 2. 12 considered of. 
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the Gyaunt, who was .xvii. fote of leugthe, & his body He was serenteeu 
forniahyd therafter, & al his other membres ; but a hku^^i^u 
more fouler and hydeous creature was neuer sene / with 
4 a grete hede, & 1 grete eeres, & a camesyd nose / and * 
eyen brynyuge 2 lyke a candeU. 4 A, good lorde/ quod - 
Huon / ' I wolde kynge Charlemayn were here to se vs 
two fyght / for I am sure than or 3 he departyd my 
8 peace shulde be made with hym. 4 A, swete vyrgyn Haou appeals 
mary, 4 I humbly requyre the to be 5 medyatryx to thy ik^ 6 yU¥in f0r 
swete sonne / to be 5 my socoure agaynst this ennemye / 
for yf it be not his 6 pleasure agaynst hym I can not 7 

12 endure.' Than Huon ferslye auansyd forth & made y* 
sygne of the crosse / castynge in his mynde what he 
myght do / for he thought that 8 yf he slew hym slepynge 
it shulde be a grete reproche to hym, & shulde 9 be sayd 

16 that he had slayne a man deed / and than 10 he sayd to 
hym selfe, ' shame haue I yf I touche hym or I haue 
defyed hym ' / than Huon cryed out alowde & sayd, and then shout* 

to the giant to 

'aryse, thou hethen hounde, or 11 I shall stryke of thy aria©, 
20 hede ' / whan the Gyaunt hard Huon speke / he awoke who awake* in 

' 11 wrath, and 

fersly, & behelde Huon, & so 12 rose vp so quykely that addresse. Huon 
in the rysynge he brast 13 the bedstede that he lay on 14 / 
than he sayd to Huon / 'frende, they that sent the 

24 hether louyd the but lytyll nor doughtyd not me.' And 
whan Huon harde the Gyaunt speke frenche he had 
grete meruayll / and sayd, ' I am come hether to se 
thee J & it may be so that I haue done foly ,15 / than 

28 the Gyaunt sayd / ' thou sayest trouthe / f or yf I were 
armyd as thou art .v C. men suche as thou art coude 
not endure 16 / but that ye 17 shulde all dye. But thou 
seest I am nakyd, without sworde or wepyn, yet for all Naked as he is, 

32 that I dought the not 1 / Than Huon thought in hym knight."** 7 th * 

1 and omitted. 2 burning. 8 ere. 4-4 Lord god. 
*-* omitted. 6 thy good. 7 no while. 8 that omitted. 
9 it would. 10 whereupon. u else. 12 bo omitted, 
18 brake. 14 vpon. 16 it unaduisedly. 
18 me. 17 they. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xxxiii. 



selfe that it shulde 1 be 2 grete shame to hyin to assayle 
Huon courteously a man without armure or wepyn / 8 tlnn 4 he sayd, 1 go 
a$m to* fight and arnie the, or incontynent I shall slee the' / 'frende,' 
quod the Gyaunt, ' this that thou sayest procedeth of a 4 
good courage and of courtesy e.' Than he armyd hym 
and tooke in his hande a greate fauchon, & Huon was 
T»»e momur rUes withdrawen in to the palayes abydynge for the Gyaunt / 
Huon armed. who taryed not longe, but came to Huon / and sayde, 8 
' what art thou 1 / beholde me here redy to dystroye the 
without thou make good defence / yet I desyre the tell 
M« a»kt him who me w ] ia t thou art, to thentent that I may, when I haue 

lie is, ' J 

slayne thee, tell how I haue slayne suche 6 one that by 12 
his foly cam to assayll me in myne owne palays / greate 
pryde it was in thee that thou woldest not stryke me or 6 
and u somewhat I was armyd, 7 who so euer thou art thou semyst son to a 

mored by Huon's 

genua behaviour, noble man. I pray the shew me whether thou woldest 16 
go, and what mouyd the to come hether, to thentent 
that I myght knowe the trouthe of thyn enterpryse, 
that whan I haue slayne the I may make myne auaunt 
to my men that I haue slayne suche a man / that 20 
thought scorne and dysdayne to stryke me or 6 I was 
armyd.' 'Paynym/ quod Huon / 'thou art in a grete 
foly whan thou 8 reputyst me but 9 deed. But sen 10 
Huon toils his thou wylt 11 knowe y e trouthe / I 12 shewe to the I 12 am 24 
a poore knyght / fro whom kynge Charlemayne hath 
taken his 13 londes and banyshyd me out of the realme 
of Fraunce / and hath sent me 14 to do a message to the 
Admyrall Gaudys at Babylon / & my name is Huon, 28 
sonne to duke Seuyn of Burdeux / now I haue shewed 
and inquires all y e trouthe of myne enterpryse / & nowe I pray the 

the name of his 

adversary. tell me where thou wert borne, and who engenderyd 

the, to thentent that whan I haue slayne the I may 32 

make myn auaunt in kynge Charles courte and before all 

1 would. 2 a. 3 Fol. xxvi. back, col. I. 4 wherefore. 
6 a. 6 ere. 7 but 8 so rashly. 9 for. 
10 seeing. 11 wouldst. 12 ~ 12 amitted. 
13 uiy. 14 for. 
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my freu Jes that I haue 6layne such a greate meruelous 1 
Gyaunt as thou art.' Than the Gyaunt sayd, - if thou 
slee me thou may eat well make thyn auaunt that 2 thou 

4 hast slayne GalafFer 8 the Gyaunt, who hath .xvii. The giant says he 
bretheme, of whome I am the yongest. Also thou and *u the ianV 
mayest say that vnto y e drye tree and to the red see / touim!* tnbuUry 
there is no man but is trybutayr to me / I haue 

8 chasyd the admiral Gaudis, 4 whether as thou woldest 
go, 4 and haue taken fro hym by puyssaunce dyuers of He has robbed 

ii the Admiral 

his Cytyes / and he doth me yerely seruage by the aaudyeseofmany 
seruyce 5 of a rynge of gold to by his hede with all. 
12 Also I toke fro Oberon 6 this puyssaunt toure, that for »ndOberonof the 

tower in which lie 

all his enchauntynge and fayrye coude not resyst me / now lives, 
and also I tooke fro hym a ryche harnes 7 ; thou neuer *ndofasuitof 

rich armour, 

hardest of suche an nother, for it hath suche vertue that 
16 who so euer can put it on hym 8 / can neuer be wery nor which renders its 

. wearer, If lie und 

dyscomfytyd. But there is therm 9 another 10 vertue / his parents have 
for he that must were that harnes must be without spot invulnerable, 
of deedly synne, and also bis mother must be without 

20 carnall copulasyon with any man except with her 11 
hnsbonde / I beleue there can not be found any man 
that may were this harnes. 7 Also it is of suche vertue 
that who so euer hath it on his body can not be greuyd 

24 nother with fyer nor water. By mahound I haue 
prouyd it / and bycause I haue founde such courtesye 
in the that thou gauest me leue to arme me / I 12 gyue He permits Huoo, 

because of his 

the leue to assaye yf thou, canst put on that harnes/ 7 courtesy, to 

m , attempt to put 

28 "Than y e Gyaunt went to a coffer and tooke out lt on. 
the harnes, 7 and came to Huon and sayd / ' lo, 14 here 
is the good harnes 7 I gyue the leue to assaye to put 
it on thy body.* Than Huon tooke the harnes 7 and 

1 maruaylous greate. a Fol. xxvi. back, col. 2. 
• Angolofer. *— 4 to whome thou saiest thou goest 
6 tender. 6 the Fayrie King. 7 armour. 8 omitted. 
9 in it. 10 especiall. , 11 owne. u will. 
13 in regard I know that neither thou nor any knight else 
can be able to doe it. 14 see. 
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went backe a lytell / and dyd 1 of his owne armure / 
Haon flndi he u and tooke a the aayd harnes 2 and incontinent dyd 

able to wear the 

armour. it on his body / than hastely he dyd 1 on his 

helme, and tooke hys shelde and his 3 sworde in his 4 
hande / and deuotely thanked our lorde god of his 4 
grace. Than the Gyaunt sayd / 1 by mahounde / I had 
lytell thought thou hadest ben suche a man / that 
harnes 6 becomyth the 6 well ; now 7 1 haue quyt the thy 8 8 

The giant begs courtesye that thou shewydst me / therfore I pray the 

him to return it , « - , e « •■ <• . » / a . -i ■* * 

again, put of y e harnes, 5 and delyuer it me agayne / 9 ' holde 

thy tounge/ quod Huon ; ' god confounde the, it is nede 
for me to haue suche armure 9 / kno we for trouthe I 12 
but Huon refuses, wyll not render yt agayne for .xiiii. of the best cytyes 
betwene thys and Parys ' / ' frende,' quod the Gyaunt, 
oaiafre is ' sen 10 thou wylt not render me agayne the armure, I am 
and bids Huon content to let thee departe quyte 11 without 12 hurte or 16 
fiSpromttw him domage / and also I wyll gyue the my rynge of golde, 
also agoideu ring, ^ e whiche the ad my rail Gaudysgaue me / for I kno we 
well it shal 13 stonde the in good stede yf thou thynkest 
which can alone to furnyshe thy message / for whan thou corny st to the 20 
entry h to 1 the* ato gate of his palays, and say how thou art a messenger 
a^Babylon^* 1 * 06 sent fro kinge Charles / thou shalt fynde .iiii. gates, and 
at euery gate .iiii. porters / so that at the fyrst gate, yf 
it be knowen thou be a frenche man, one of thy handes 24 
shalbe cut of / and at the seconde gate thy other 
hande / and at the thyrde gate one of thy fete / and at 
y® fourth the other fote / and than shalt thow be 
brought before the admyrall, and there thy hede stryken 28 
of / and therfore, to scape these parelles and to 
furnysshe thy message, and to then tent that thou 
maye8t surely retourne / gyue me agayne my harnes, 5 

1 put. 2-2 that belonging to the Gyant. 

8 his omitted. 4 this great. 6 armour. * exceeding. 

7 Fol. xxvii. col. 1. 8 thy omitted. 

9 — 9 * Not so, sir, by your leaue,' answeared Huon ; * this 
armure is meeter for me than such a Helhound as thou art, 
therefore.' 

10 seeing. 11 hence, 12 any. 13 will. 
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and 1 sbal gyue the my rynge of guide / the whiche but before he give 

, , , , , ^ Ithlraheonce 

whan thou shewyst it thou shalt be reseyuyd with more begs Huou 

to take off the 

grete honour at euery gate, and than thou mayest goo armour. 
4 and retourne surely in 1 the palays at thy pleasure, and 

no man to let the / for yf thou haddest slayne .v .C. 

men there shalbe none so hardy 8 to touche the nor to 

do the any yll yf thou hast this rynge vpon 3 the / for 
8 whan I haue nede of men or mony I can not lacke yf 

I sende this ryng for a token / therfore I pray the let 

me haue agayne my names.' 4 

% How Huon slew the grete Gyau»t / and 
12 how he called Gerames & his company to 
hym, & of y° ioy thai they made for the 
deth of 6 the Gyaunt. Ca. xxxiiii. 

r Han Huon vnderstode y e paynym he 
sayd, 'A, thou fel & false deseyuer, Huon reproaches 

the giant with 

know for trouthe yf all y e prechers treachery, 
hetwene y e Est & the west preched ™ m chaUengM 
to me a hole yere, & that thou woldest 
20 gyue me al that thou hast, & thy rynge ther with, I wolde 
not render agayne the good harnes 4 that is now on my 
body / fyrst I shall 6 sle the, & than as for thy rynge that 
thou praysest so 7 sore, than 7 I wyl 8 haue it, whether thou 
24 wylt or not* / whan y e Gyaunt had well harde Huon, 
& sawe that he 9 in no wyse coude gette agayne his 
harnes, 4 he was than sorowfull / and also 10 he sawe how 
Huon reprouyd hym / therwt'U he was so sore dys- The giant grows 
28 pleasyd that his eyen semyd like .ii. candelles byrn- 
ynge 11 / than he yet demaundyd of Huon yf he wold 
do none other wyse. ' no, trewly/ quod Huon, 'though 
thou be greate & stronge / I haue no fere of y e , sen 12 
32 I haue on this good harn«*s, 4 therfore in the name of 

1 to. 2 as. 3 about. 4 armour. 6 Fol. xxvii. col. 2. 
6 omitted. 7-7 much. 8 likewise. 0 he after wyse. 
10 because. 11 burning candels. 12 seeing. 
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and tlie fight 
begins. 



Galafre's Orel 
stroke rniwe* its 
aim, and his 
weapon is fixed 
fast in s pillar. 



While he tries 
to release it, 
Huon strikes oft 
bis bands. 



The (riant cries 
aloud and flees 
before the knight. 

Sebylle, roused 
from her chamber 
by the shouting, 



meets Oalafre 
running, and 
flings a staff 
between his lege, 
so that he (alls. 



HUON OP BDRDBUX. 



[Ca, xxxiv. 



Huon 
with him 



up 



and strikes off 
his head, 



which is so 
heavy that he 
cannot lift it up. 



god & of his deuyne puissaunce I defye the 1 / * & I 
the,' quod 1 Gyaunt / ' for al 2 thy harnes 2 thoxi canst not 
endure astaynst me ' / than y e Gyaunt aprochyd to 
Huon & lyft vp his fauchon, thynkinge to haue stryken 4 
Huon 3 / but he fay led ; 4 y e stroke glent, & the fauchon 
lyght vpon a pyller & enteryd in to it more than .iL 
fote / than Huon, who was quycke & lyght, behelde 6 y e 
meruelous stroke, quyckly he 0 stept forth with his 8 
good sword in his handes, regardyng how the Gyaunt 
had his fauchon stycking fast in the pyller / he strake 
y* Gyaunt on both y* arme* nere to his hand** in such 
wyse that he strake of both his handes, so that they 12 
-with y* fauchon fell downe to the erth / whan y* 
Gyaunt felt hyn* selfe so sore hurte, for 7 payne therof 
he gaue a meruelous crye, so horryble as though all y* 
toure had fallen to y* erth, werof y* damesell Sebyll, 16 
beyuge in her chawbre, was sore abasshyd / she went 
out of her cha?nbre & founde a staffe by the way. She 
toke it vp in her handes, & came to the palays where 
as she harde y* 8 crye, & met y* Gyaunt fleyng away 20 
to saue hyselfe / but y e damesell well adusyd whan 
she sawe (hat he fled / she caste y* staffe betwene his 
leges, so that therby he fell to y e erth / & Huon, who 
came after hym with his sworde in his hande / he hastyd 24 
hym, & gaue y e Gyaunt many a grete stroke / & the 
Gyaunt cryed out so bye that it was 9 grete meruayle 9 to 
here hym / than Huon lyft vp his sworde & gaue hym 
suche a stroke in the necke that his hede flew to the 28 
erth ; than Huon wypyd his sworde and put it vp in 10 
the sheth ; than 11 he cam to y e hede, thinkynge to haue 
taken it vp 11 to haue set it on the heyght of y* 
toure / but the hede was so grete & heuy that he 32 
coude not remoue it nor tourne his 13 body ; than 



1 the. 2 ~* the armour. 
6 beholding. 6 omitted, 7 with, 
o-o vcrv tcrriMe. 10 to. 



3 him. 4 for. 
8 Fol. xxvli. back, col. 1. 
» and. 12 the. 
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he smyled & sayd, 'A, good lorde, I thanke y* of 
thy grace 1 to haue 1 gyuew me y 6 puyssaunce to sle such 
a creature ; wold to god that this body & hede were 
4 now in the palays of Parys before Charlemayne, 
kinge of fraunce, so that he knewe that I haue slayn 
hym ' / than Huon went to a wy ndow & lokyd out & Prom * window 

J ' J J Huon calls to hie 

saw where his company were / than he sayd to them, a 2 company. 
8 hye, ' syrs, come vp heder ; ye may do it surely, for this 
palays is wonne / and y* Gyaunt slayne' / whan Gerames 
& s Garyn & the other harde that they were ioyfull & 
thanked our lorde god / thaw they cam to y* gate / & 
12 8ebyll, y e damesell, went thyder & openyd y* wycket, B*yiitopw« 
wherby the enchauwteme/?t fay lied / than they enteryd t^m t° 

6 foolowyd y* damesell, who brought them in to y e 
palais to Huon. 4 whan they saw hym they all wept for 

16 ioy / & enbrasyd & kyssyd hym, & demaundyd yf 

he had any hurt / ' syrs,' qnod Huon, ' I thanke god I Huon teiis 

J 1 J 9 1 9 ° friend, how ht is 

fele no hurt ; ' & than he brought them there 6 as y e unhurt 
gyaunt lay deed / whan they saw hym they had 

20 meruayle how he coude be slayne by Huon ; they were 
af rayed to se hym lye deed / than Gerames demaundyd 
of Huon what was the damesell that was there / than* 
Huon shewyd how she was his cosyn, & shewyd them 

24 all y* maner how she cam theder, wherof they had 
greate ioy & enbrasyd her / than they all vnarmyd 
them 6 & went to supper, & ete & dranke at there »ndtheyeup 

together merrily. 

7 pleasure / but there ioy enduryd not longe, as ye shall 
28 here 8 after. 

% How Huon departyd fro the castell of 
the Gyau#t, & toke leue of his company & 
went alone a fote to y° see syde, where as he 
32 fou#de Malabron of that 9 fayre, on whom 
he mountyd to passe the see. Ca. xxxv. 

1-1 that thou hast * on. 3 & omitted. * and. 6 where. 
6 selues. 7 Fol. xxvii. back, col. 2. 8 heare. • the. 





110 HUON OF BURDEUX. [Ca. XXXV. 

E haue hard here before how Huon 
conqueryd y® Gyaurct, the which was 
grete ioy to al his company / than the 
next day Huon called 1 al his company 1 4 
& said, ' syra, ye know well y e enter- 
pryse that I haue taken on me to do touchi/zge y* 
admyrali Gaudys / therfore it is cowuenyewt that as 
shortly as I can to do my message that I am chargyd 8 
Huon wd» his by kiwge Charles to do to y e admyrall Gaudys, wherfore 

company remain 

with the damsel I desyre you al to kepe good and trew company witA 
while he proceeds this noble damesell / & also I requyre you to tary 
if h^coraesnot nie here .xv. dayes, & than yf I retourne not go 12 
Says theyareaii you al iw to f rauwce, & take this noble damesel with 
France" 1 *° Y ou > & salute fro me kiwge Charlemayn & all the peres 
of frauwce, & shew the??i the hard aduewtures that I 
liaue had, & how I am gone to performe hys message 1 / 16 
whan his company vnderstode that he wolde depart* 
they were sorowfull, & sayd / 4 ayr, ye desyre vs to 
tary you here a .xv. dayes / knowe for trouthe we shal 
They declare they tary here fore you an hole yere.' 1 syrs/ quod he. * I 20 

will tarry for him J J J 9 ' ^ ' 

a whole year. thawke you ' / than he made hym redy to departe, & 
armyd hym, & tooke his cuppe & home, & also y* 
Gyauntes riwgc, the whiche he dyd 2 put aboute his 
arme / & thaw he kyst his cosyn & al y e other / and 24 
they all made gret lamewtasyow for his departyng / 
thaw they went vp iw to y e palais & lokyd out at y e 
wyndowes after Huon as long as they myght se hym / 

Hnon takes leave Huon went forth tyll he cam to the se syde, y* whiche 28 

of them, fc 

and goes to the was not farre fro y e castel, & there was a ly tell hauew 
where as al wayes 8 lay sum maner of shyppe or 
wessell to passe ouer y* see / & whaw Huow cam 
thether 4 he had grete meruayle, & sayd, 4 * A, good 32 

1-1 them all together. 2 did. 
8 was wont to. 

*— 4 though nowe at this instant there was none at all. 
Finding no means for passage, he said. 



seashore. 
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Ca. XXXV.] op oberon's strange messenger to huon. Ill 
lorde, what shal I do thai I can fynd here no bote H«MMnoveNei 

to take him acrocs 

nor 1 vessel! to passe in? / alas, in an yll owre I slewe theM*, 
2 Chariot, wherby I am 3 in daunger ; howbeit I dyd it in 
4 4 my 4 defence : grete wronge 5 kiwge Charles hathe done and lamente hia 
to banysne me out of myne owne con litre / grete 0 com- 
pleyntes made Huon there, beynge alone, & began sore 
to wepe / & 7 sodenly on his ryght hande he saw a grete when he mm an 
8 beest come swymmyng towards hym / lyke a beer / swimming 
Huon behelde hym & made on his bed 8 a sygne of y* 
crosse / & drew out his sword to defende hym selfe, 9 
thynkyng y e beest wolde haue assayled hym / but he 

12 dyd not / but went a Jytell of fro Huon, & shoke hym 

selfe in such wyse that his skyn fell of, and than he whoM akin f*n. 
was as fayre a man & as well fourmyd as coude be iiandlome mai* 
seen / than Huon had grete fere & nie^uayle / whan he Hnon u atricken 

16 saw that this beest was become a man, 10 he aprochyd wklhim who""* 
nere to hym, and demaundyd what he was, & whether he bei,# 
were an humaine creature or elles an yll speryt that was 
come theder to tempt hym / & sayd, ' ryght nowe thou 

20 dydest swym in y* see, & trauesyd y* grete waues in 
gyse of a meruelous beest ; I charge thee in y e name of 
god 11 do me no hurt / and 7 shew me what thou art / 12 1 
beleue thou art of ky nge Oberons company ' / ' Huon/ 

24 quod he, ' dysmay thou not, I knowe the ryght well ; 
thou art sonne to 13 y* noble 13 duke seuyn of Burdeux / 
noble 14 kynge Oberon hathe sent me to thee / ones The man replies 
15 1 16 brake liis commaundement, wherfore he hath con- eenthim.and 

28 dempnyd me to be this .xxx. yere lyke a best in y* wJamTe'haa 0 ' 
see.' ' frend/ qnod huon, ' by y e lorde that fourmyd me 2£°be to th^T* 
I wyll trust thee tyll I be passyd y e red see 9 / < Huon/ S^.*** 8 ' of 
quod Mallabron, ' knowe for trouthe / I am sent hether 

32 for none 16 other thynge 17 / but to bere the wheder as 13 He fa to bear 

i / i « i i i o j Huon whither 

thou wylt / therfore make y e redye / & recommaunde he wiu. 

1 or. 8 Fol. xxviii. col. 1. 3 thus still. 4-4 mine owne. 
6 therefore. fl These and the like. 7 but. 8 himselfe. 

9 as. 10 yet. 11 thou. 12 for. omitted. 

14 Royall. u>-** it happened me to. 16 no. 17 cause. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xxxvi. 



Hie name ii 
Malabron. 



He enters the sea 
and i 



form. 



Huon leapt on his 
back and travels 
swiftly up the 
Nile. 



At length he 
i land. 



Malabron says 
that to serve him 
he will have to 
remain a sea- 
monster for ten 
years longer. 




thy selfe to y e saiie garde of oure lorde Ihesu Cryst, & 
than let me alone ' / than Mallabron enteryd agayne in 
to y e beestys skyn / & said to huon / ' st>, mount on 1 
my backe.' 4 

% How Huon passyd y e see vpon Mallabron, 
who bare hym to Babylon / & how Huon 
cam to y° fyrst gate, & so to y° .ii. 

Ca. .xxxvi. 8 

Han Huon saw y* beest enter agayne in 
bo his skyn, & that he taryed for 2 / 
he made y* signe of the 8 crosse. And 
prayed god to saue & condute hym, & 12 
so lept vp on hym ; & y* beest enteryd 
in to y e see, & swamme as fast as though a byrd had 
flowyn, so that vriifi in a shorte spase he trauessyd y e 
grete ryuer of Nile, the whiche commyth fro paradyce, 16 
the 4 whiche is a daungerous ryuer for the grete 5 multy- 
tude of serpentes & cocodrylles that be ther in / how 
be it there were none that dyd hym any trouble / than 
whan they cam to lond, Huon was joyfull / than 4 20 
Mallabron sayd / ' ryght derely shall I abye the tyme 
that thou, wert borne, or that euer I knewe the ; for 
thentent to do the pleasure I shal endure yet .x. yere 
lyke a beest in the see, & .xxx. yere I haue 8 so all 24 
redy, so that 7 is in al .xl. 8 I haue grete pyte of thee / 
for there is no maw borne of a woman that knoweth y* 
yll & pouerte that shall fall here after to thee / & I shall 
suffer myche for the loue that I haue to thee ; howbe it 28 
I shal take it in pasyence / yonder thou mayst se y e 
cyte whether thou woldest go, morouer, thou knowyst 
what hath ben commaundyd thee / & what thou hast to 
do, & yet what so euer fall, breke not y* commaunde- 32 

1 vpon. 8 him. 3 Fol . xxviii. col. 2. 4 and. 
5 omitted. 6 been. 7 my time. 8 yeeres. 
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ment of kinge Oberon / & alwayes be trew & say y # He tm« Huo» 

° ' to obey Oberon** 

trouthe, for as sone as thou, makest any ly tlurn shalt command, and 

never tell a lie. 

lese 1 the loue of kinge Oberon / thus god be wtt/t the, for 
4 I may no lenger tary ' / thus 2 he went agayne in to the 
see, & Huon taryed there alone, recommaundynge hy m- 
selfe to our lord god, & so toke the way to the cytye / Hoon goes toward 

° J J J ' the city of 

& so 8 enteryd in without let of any maw : as 2 sone as Babylon, 
8 he was enteryd, he met a .M. paynems goynge a hawk- and meet* many 

* men of the 

ynge / & a nother .M. cominge homwarde / & a .M. coontry on their 

MYeral errands. 

horses let to be new shode / & a .M. comynge fro 
shoynge / than he sawe a .M. men plaing at the chesse 

12 & a nother .M. that had played & been matyd / 
& a nother .M. talkinge & deuysinge with the 4 dame- 
seller / & a nother .M. cominge fro drinking of the 
admyralles wyne, & a nother .M. going thether / whan 

16 huon al armyd had gone a grete spase in the cyte he 
had grete meruayle of that he had seen & 5 met 6 so 
myche 0 people / 7 he study ed theron so mych that he Die knight 

• » »tudie» the 

forgot the gyaunte* rynge on his arme / & the men that strangers' aspect, 
20 he mett had grete meruayle 8 of hym to se hym go al ^ant^S*."* 
armyd a fote / 9 he went sty 11 forth. 10 Alas, y* 11 vnhappy 
Huon, that coulde not remewbre the Gyauntes rynge 
aboute hys arme, for lake of remerabraunce therof / 
24 he sufferyd after so myche trouble that ther is no 
humayne tounge can tell it, as ye shall here 12 after. At 
last he cam in to a grete plase before y e fyrst gate of The first gate of 

the palace it 

the palays, where as there stode a grete vyne tree set reached, 
28 vpon brycke pyllers of dyuers coulours, vnder y* 
whiche y* admyrall Gaudys one day in the weke wolde 
come thether, & wold gyue audyence to al sewters. 
whan Huon had regardyd al this / he cam to y e fyrst and Huon calls to 

° J ' i ^e porter to 

32 gate of y* palays ; than 13 he cryed to y e porter & sayd / open it. 

1 loose. 2 So. 3 there. 4 omitted. 6 that he had. 
*- 6 such multitude of. 7 And. 8 Fol. xxviii. back, col. 1. 
orward. 11 
13 and there. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xxxvi. 



In answer to the 
man, Huoit says 
he is a Saracen, 
and thus gains 
admission. 



When he comes 
to the second 
gate, the knight 
bethinks him of 
the lie he lias told, 
and how he has 
broken Oberon's 
command. 



To the second 
porter he shows 
the giant's ring, 



and is at once 
admitted, 



and to the keeper 
of the third gate 
he does the same, 
and passes on. 




' frende, I pray the open the gate.' than 1 the porter sayd 
with a good wyll / ' yf thou be a sarazyn thou shalt 
enter.' Than Huon as vnaduysyd, 2 without 2 thinkynge 
on kynge Oberons commaundement, or of y* gyanntes 4 
ringe about his arme, the whiche yf he had shewyd 
forth he shold not haue nedid to haue made any ly. 

, Han huon 3 harde the paynym demande 
whether he were a sarasyn, 4 he sayd, 8 
' ye ' / than the porter sayd, ' than 
may ye surely enter' / so Huon 
passyd the fyrst brydge & gate / 
and whan he came to the seconde he remembred hym 12 
selfe how he had broken kynge Oberons commaunde- 
ment / wher wiUi he was so sorowfull at his herte that 
he wyst not what to do, and sware than that he wolde 
neuer lye more / than he toke the rynge in his hande 16 
and came to the secounde gate, and sayd / to the 
porter, ' thou vylayne, he that on the crosse dyed 5 
confounde the / open this gate / for I must enter ' / 
whan y e porter harde hym speke so fersly, he sayd / 20 
' how is it that the fyrst porter was so hardy to suffer 
the 6 to enter in at the fyrst gate V 'I shall shew the/ 
quod Huon / ' seest not thou this rynge, the whiche is 
a token that I may passe and go where as me lystT / 24 
whan the porter harde hym and saw the rynge, he 
knewe it well, & sayd, ' syr, ye be welcome / how 
fayreth y e lord "that ye come fro?' Huon, who wolde 
not lye, passid the brydge and gaue no answer, & so 28 
cam to y e thyrd gate / 8 the porter came to hym, and 
Huon shewyd hym the rynge / than y e porter lette 
downe the brydge and openyd the gate, and with greate 
reuerence salutyd Huon and sufferyd hym to passe / 32 
whan Huon was thus passyd the thre br[y]dges, than he 

1 And. and forgetting hi nisei fe, and not onoe. 

3 hee had. 4 or no. 6 died after that e omitted. 
7 Fol. xxviii. back, col. 2. 8 where. 
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remembred how he had made a lye at the fyrst bridge / 

and sayd to hymselfe, ' Alas ! what shall become of Huon fears 

me, sen 1 I haue so lyghtely broken my promys to hym 

4 that hathe done so myche for me 1 / alas ! I forgat y* 
ring that was aboute myne arme. how be it, I trust 
that Oberon wyll not be dyspleasyd for it, sen 1 I dyd it 
not wylfnlly, but that I forgat it / I trust he wyll take 

8 no more regarde to this dede then he dyd whan I blew 
the home without any cause ' / thus Huon passyd the 
thre gates of the palys. 

% How Huon passyd y e fourth gate, & how 
12 he cam in to the garden, where as was y e 
foiwteyne, & of that 2 he dyd there. 

Ca. .xxxvii. 
» Haw Huon saw 8 he was 4 passyd the .iii. 
gate*, he passyd 6 y° fourth gate vriih Huon reaches the 
y* rynge in his hande / for he mette ° nrt 
with no man but that 6 dyd hym 
honour whan they saw y* ryng / thaw 
20 he sayd to y* fourth porter, * thou vylayne porter, 7 god 
curse tJiee, 7 open the gate ' / when y* porter harde hym 
he had grete memayll / & sayd, ' what art thou that 
art armyd & spekest so fersly to me 1 Lay away thyne 
24 arraure, & than shew me what thou art, <fe whether 
thoxx wylt go / for, armyd as thou art, it is not possyble 
for thee s to enter / shew me by thy fayth how hast 
thou passyd y e .iii. other brydges ' / than Huon sayd, 
28 'holde thy peace, paynym. I am a messenger sent fro Heteiiehowhe 

hat come from 

noble kynge Charlemayne / & whether thou wylt or Charlemagne, 
not, I wyl passe this way & go to y e palays to y* 
admyrall Gaudys / there is nother thou, nor none 
32 other can 9 let me. beholde this token that I shew 
thee.* the paynym knew it anone, and lete down 

1 seeing. 8 which. 3 that 4 had. 6 went on to. 
6 still. 7-7 I charge thee foorthwith. 8 omitted. 9 shall, 

I 2 
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and at the tight Hhe bryge, and openyd the gate, and kneled doune 
porter open* & kyssyd & enbrassyd Huons 2 legge / desyrynge 

the gate. 

hym of 8 pardon in that he had causyd hym to tary so 
long / ' paynym,' quod Huon, ' good day mayst thou 4 
Themanaaya haue.' 'Syr/ quod the porter, 'ye may go to the 

that the Admiral 

will receive Hoon admyrall, who wyll make you good chere & grete 
wh«n h^seee honour, nor 4 there is no thynge that ye can desyre but 
that token. - t shalbe grauntyd to 8 you / ye, & 6 it be his all onely 8 
doughter, for loue of y* lorde fro whom ye brynge this 
rynge to 4 a token ; and, syr, I requyre you how doth 
the lord Angalaffer? comyth he hether or not?' 
' porter/ quod Huon, ' yf he come hether, all y* deuyles 1 2 
Hoon goea of hell must brynge hym hether ; ' & therwith he passeth 

onwards, 

forth without any mo wordes / but he sayd to hym 
selfe, ' a, good lorde Ihesn Cryst, helpe & ayde me in all 
reproaching my besynes / I was temptyd with an yll 7 spryte whan 16 

himself with the 

lie he told at the I made a 8 lee at y* fyrst gate / I dyd it by lyghtnes of 
courage and 4 lake of remembraunce, wherof I am now 9 
ryght sorye ' / Huon thus beyng in dyspleasure with 
hym selfe for the lye that he 10 made, went forth tyll 20 

He enters the he came to the palays, and enteryd in to a fayre garden 

Admiral's garden. 

wherin the admyrall tooke often tymys his pastauwce, 11 
for there coude no tree nor freute nor flower be wyshed 
for but ther they myght be found, both in somer & 24 
in its midst waa wynter I & in the myddes of this garden there was a 

a fountain which ' ° 

fayre founteyne comniynge out of y* ryuer Nile that 
cottimyth from paradyce, the whiche founteyne as thaw 

cured the sick wa8 0 f such vertue / that yf any sycke man dyd drynke 28 
therof, or wasshyd his handes & face, 12 incontyne/it 18 
shulde be hole / & also yf a man had bene of grete age 

and made the old he shulde retourne agayne to the age of .xxx. yere / 

young again. 

and 14 a woman 14 to become as freshe & lusty as a mayde 32 
of .xv. yere / this founteyne had that vertue 15 y 8 spase « 

I Fol. xxix. col. 1. 2 hia. 8 of him after pardon. 4 for. 
6 vnto. 6 if. 7 euill. 8 the. 9 omitted. 10 had. 

II pastime. 12 therin. 13 he. 14-14 old women. 16 by. 
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of .lx. yere / but .x. yere after that Huon had ben 
there that 1 was dystroyed and broken by y* Egypsyence, 
who made warre to 2 the admyrall that was as than in 
4 Babylon. 8 And whan Huon had wasshyd his handes Huon withe* hi» 

o-. „ * <• * # ii hands and drinks 

& face in y* founteyne, & dronke of y e water / he of the fountain, 
behelde the palays, & thought it meruellously fayre / 
& whan he had well regardyd it, he saw a lytell besyde 
8 the founteyne a grete serpent, who kept the founteyne, which u kept by 

a serpent that 

to the entent that none shulde be so hardy to drynke destroys au false 
nor 4 touche the founteyne / for yf a tray tore or any man 
that hath falsyd his fayth dyd touche it he coude not 
12 scape without deth / but whan the serpent saw Huon, 

he inclynyd hymself e without makynge of semblant to But it does not 

touch the knight. 

do hym any yll / than 5 Huon sat downe by the foun- 
teyne & began 6 peteously to wepe, 6 & sayd, 'a, good 
16 lorde, without thy socoure it is impossyble for me to 

departe hense alyue. A, noble kynge Oberon, forsake Huon prays to 

^ \ 9 Oberon for help, 

me not now in this nede / for the trespas that I haue 
done ought to be forgyuen me, sen 7 I dyd it neclygenly 
20 for lake of remembraunce / certenly I wyli knowe yf 
for so small a cause ye wyll leue me / wherfore, what 
so euer fall, I shall proue & assay to know y e trouthe ' / 
than he toke his home & blewe it so fersly / that kynge and blows his 

horn. 

24 Oberon haide it, beynge in his forest / & whan he hard The fairy hears it, 
it he sayd / ' A, good lorde/ 6 quod he, 5 ' I here the false w m no t succour 
knygbt blow his home, who settyth so lytell by me / h^Ued*"** he 
for at the fyrst gate that he passyd 8 he made a false 

28 lye / by y* lorde that formyd me, yf he blowe tyll y* 
waynes in his neke 9 brest a 9 sonder, he shall not be 
80couryd for me / nor for no 10 maner of myschyefe that 
may fall to hym/ Than Huon, beynge in y a garden, 

32 blew so sore 11 / that y* admyrall, who was set at his The Admiral and 

his attendants 

dyner, rose fro y c borde with all his lordes / & al hear the blast 

1 it 2 on. 3 Fol. xxix. col. 2. 4 or. 
6 omitted. 6 greeouslye to lament. 7 seeing. 
* by. burst in. 10 any. 11 lowde. 
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while at dinner other ladyes & danieselles, knyghtes & squyers / boyes 
and begin to ' & squylyons of y e kechyn / & all other came in to y e 
dance and ting. p a j a y g ^ yC adjjjyra^ & began to dau/ise & synge & 

made grete ioy. the sorer 1 that Huon blew his home, 4 
y* more they daunsyd & sange. And whan Huow left 
blowynge, than y e admyrall called his barons & com- 
The Admiral maundyd them to be armyd / and sayd, 2 ' syrs, go in 

assert* that some . n / ' . ' 

enchanter has to this gardyne, for suerly there is sum enchaunter / 8 

found his way 

into the garden, therfore take hede that he skape not, and brynge hym 
servants find him alyue to me, for I wyll know of hym the cause why he 
Into hu n presence. na ^ a done this dede / for yf that he eskape he shall 8 do 

vs more yll 1 / whan Huon had blowyn a longe spase 1 2 
and saw no body come to hym, he was sore abasshyd. 4 
than he began to wepe, 5 and sayd, ' A, good lorde god, 
now I se well myn ende aprochoth, when kynge 
Meanwhile Huon, Oberon fayleth me, in whom I haue all my trust in lyfe 16 

perceiving Oberon 

will not listen to and deth. A, dere lady mother, & brother Gerardyn, I 
grlevesowhis shall neuer se you more. A, noble kynge Charle- 
desertion. ma yne, grete wrong ye haue done to me thus to 

banyshe me with out deserte / for that / that I dyd, 20 
was in my defence / god forgyue it you. A, kynge 
Oberon, well thou, mayest be reputyd for an vnkynde 
creature, thus to leue me for on smal faulte. certenly 
yf thou be a noble man I hope thou wylt pardon me / 24 
at leste I put all to god, & to hym I submytte me 6 & 
to the blyssyd vyrgyn mary his mother. 6 And what so 
euer fall, I ^11 enter in to the palayes and do my 
message that kynge Charlemayn hath conimaundyd me 28 
to do * I so he made hym redye and departyd fro the 
founteyne / thynkynge he shulde fynde the admyrall 
at dyner at that owre. 7 

1 mon\ 2 Fol. xxix. back, col. 1. 3 will. 4 and. 
•' lament. °- 6 omitted 7 time. 
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% How Huon came in to the palayes and dyd 
his message to the admyrall / & how he 
slew many paynyms / and 1 after 2 taken 
and set 3 in pryson. Ca. xxxviil 

Han Huon had ben a certen spase at 
the founteyne / he departyd all armyd 
& mountyd vpe the grese 4 of the Huon at length 

mounts the steps 

palayes the same tyme the admyrall leading into the 

palace. 

had causyd .ii. of his princypall 
goddes to be set in y e mydde* 5 of the palayes, rychely 
besene,* & before them two grete torches byrnynge 7 / so 
12 that no sarasyn passyd by them but made to them 
grete reuerence / and 8 Huon passyd by them and wolde 
not ones loke on them, nor speke to no man that he He speaks to no 

man as he walks 

mette / wherof they had 9 grete meruayll, & sayd in. 

16 one to another, so that Huon 10 harde them / 11 one of 
them sayd, 11 ' I beleue this man that 12 thus enteryd in 
to y' palayes all armyd is sum messenger sent fro sum 
greate prynce to y' admyrall ' / & than Huon sawe a BesWt the^ 

20 paynym kynge spekynge to y e admyrall / & 12 was paynim king, 
newly come to y e admyrall, by cause that same day y a 
admyrall Gaudys shulde haue delyueryd to hym his 
doughter, y* fayre Esclaramonde, in maryage / & Huon who has come to 

woo the fair 

24 saw wei how he was y e gretest prynce that as thaw was E*ciarmonde. 
there witA y* admyrall / than Huon sayd to hymselfe, 
' A, good lorde, yf I acquytte my selfe trewly to kiwge 
Charlemayn / I must slee this paynyn kynge / I 

28 thynke it be he that I loke for, sen 13 he syteth so nere 
to y' admyrall / god confound me but incontynent I 
14 stryke of his hede / 15 than let our lorde Ihesu. Cryst 
do with me at his pleasure ' / than Huon came nere to 

32 y* table / & drew out his sword, & there with gaue 16 the 

1 was. 2 afterward. 3 put. 4 degrees. 
6 Fol. xxix. back, col. 2. • adorned. 7 burning. 
8 but. 9 all. 10 easily. u ~ u omitted. 12 who. 
u seeing. 14 will. " and. 16 Fol. xxx. col. 1. 
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Huon draws his 
•word and strikes 
off the monarch's 
bead. 



HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. 



The Admiral 
orders Huon's 
arrest. 



He is attacked on 
all sides, but his 
armour protects 
him. 



He shows the 

ring to the 
Admiral, 



who, on seeing It, 
bids no man lay 
hand on the 
knight, 



and tells him he 
may do in his 
palace what he 
will. 



Huon kisses 
Esclarmonde 

thrice. 



sayd kynge suche a stroke that his hede fell on the 
table, so that the admyrall was tlierwith all blody. 
Thaw Huon with a hye voyce sayde, 'A, good lorde, 
what a good begynnynge is this / the rest I remyt to 4 
our lorde I ham Cryst, whom I requyre to ayde me to 
parforme y e reste of myne enterpryse / in this poynt I 
haue nere quytte my selfe agaynst kynge Charlemayne.' 
Than the admyrall sayd to his barons / ' take this man 8 
that hath done me this offence as to murder this kynge 
syttynge at my table / yf he escape, loke me neuer in 
the face ' / than the paynyms assayllyd Huon on all 
sydes, and cast at hym darter & swordes to haue slayne 1 1 
hym. But his good hemes 1 sauyd hym fro the deth / 
& with his sworde he slew many a fell 2 paynym, so 
that none durst aproche nere hym / whan he saw that 
he was sore opressyd, he tooke his rynge 3 of his arme 16 
& cast it on the table before the admyrall, & sayd / 
* syr admyrall, be ware on payne of thy lyfe of doynge 
to me any hurt or domage, by this token that I shew 
the ' j whan the admyrall saw the rynge, he knew it 20 
well / than he began to crye / that no man shulde be 
so hardy as to touchehym that hath slayne the paynym 
kynge / than 4 euery man let Huon in rest / wher of he 
was ryght ioyfull / than he sayd to y e admyrall, 1 Syr, 24 
I wyll fro hense forth 5 thou do as I commaunde thee 1 j 
'frende, 1 quod the admyrall, 'thou mayst do in my 
palayos what thou wylt / what soeuer thou commaunde 
shalbe done, no man shall say the contrary.' Than 28 
Huon saw where his doughter, y e fayre Esclaramonde, 
sat by her father ; thaw 4 Huon went to her / & kyst her 
.iii tymys before her father, wher of 6 the damesell was 
sore abasshyd ; but she saw hym so fayre, & felte his 32 
mouth so swete / that she thought, without she myght 
haue hym to her louer, she sliolde dye for sorow / so 
that she chaunged couloure & blusshyd as ruddye as a 
1 armor. 2 bolile. 3 from. 4 and. 6 that. 6 at. 
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rose / x whan Huon had kyssyd y* lady / than he went 

to the admyrall, & sayd / 'syr admyrall, know for and, addreaning 

"* the Admiral, says 

tronthe 3 I am crystenyd / & am a messenger sent fro that churieraagu« 
4 noble kynge Charlemayne to the / by cause there is no 
prynce, crysten nor hethen / but that obeyeth his 
co7/imaundenie7ite*, except thy selfe, therfore by me he 
sendeth tliee worde / that sen s the dolowrous day of and unlaw the 
8 batayll at Ronceuall, 4 where as he lost his .ii. neuewse / h^fSityT^ 868 
Rowlaunde & Olyuer, he neuer sens assembled so the Empeforwui* 
myche people as he wyll do this next somer to come htoVkh a 1 *" 
vpon thee, both by water and by londe, without thou 

12 wylt beleue in y* law of Jheau Cryst; therfore, yf thou 
wylt beleue me, be cristened or 5 this myschiefe 6 fall 
vpon the.' * Speke no more of that, 1 qwod y e admyrall / The Adminu 
4 for I had rather be hewen and slayne than to leue rch^tun** 0 ™ 0 

16 my law to 7 beleue vpon thy god.* 'Syr admyrall/ * 

quod Huon, ' more ouer kyng Charles commaundeth Huon teiia him 
y e to sende hym an .M. sparhawkes, 8 .M. goshawkes, chariemaKne 
•M. beeres, & a .M. wayters enchaynyd together; 8 .M. ° flmn * 

20 yonge varlettes, 8 M. fayre dameselles / and also a 
handf ull of thy berde, & .iiii. of thy grete teth.' 1 A,' 
quod y* admyrall / 1 1 se thou arte hardy & outragyous 
to demaund of me this that thou hast sayd. And also 

24 I haue grete meruayll of thy mayster that he is so 
foolysshe 9 to cotomau/ide me by thee to send hym my 
berde & grete teth / or 10 this tyme he hath sent me mo The Admiral 
than .xv. messengers, & hath demaundyd parte of this 11 fifteen envoys 

28 thou spekest of / but all .xv. hath ben hangyd, & 12 moMn^e*ke m 
thou art come by thy foly, 18 shalt make 18 the .xvi. But TmetlZr 
by reason of the ryng that thou berest we dare not hi * 
touch thee. But I pray the, 14 by the fayth & law that 

32 thou art of, shew me what deuell hath gyuen thee that 
rynge 9 / than Huon, sore abasshyd as he that dorst not 

1 Fol. xxx. col. 2. 2 that. 8 since. 4 Ronceuaux. 
* else. 6 will. * an( j 8 a 9 M 10 before. 
u that. 12 nowe. 13 ~ 13 to make up. 14 therefore. 
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make a lye, for fere of kynge Obero;?, sayd / * s/r, 1 for 
dought of the, nor 2 of no 3 pay new here, I wyl not 
Haon un» how spare to shew the y* trouth. know well 4 that with 

he obtained the 

magic ring. this good sworde I haue slayn y* lord Angolaffer y e 4 
gyauwt* / whaw 6 the admyrall harde that, he sayde to 

The Admiral his lordes, ' Syrs, loke that this ribauld 6 skape not, 

seize Huon. for by al the goddes that I beleue on, I shal neuer haue 
ioy in my herte tyll 7 I se hym taken.' Than paymyms 8 
and sarasyns on all partes assaylled Huon / whan he 
saw that, he recommaundyd hym selfe to our lord god ; 
— he 8 thought he shulde neuer se fayre daye more / and 

a fierce fuht so with his sworde in both hys handes he defendyd 12 

take* place. 

hym selfe nobly in sleynge and cuttynge of handes / 
arm.es / and fete / of the sarasyns, & of maney he made 
the braynes to fly abrode on the payment. Grete orrour 9 
, it was to behold / for by reason of his good harnes 10 16 
there was no paynym coude do hym any domage / but 
they gaue hym way, nor durst aproche nere hym. 
Huon beynge full of yre, as he fought, he sawe on the 
one syde of the palayes an arche in the wall, & so, euer 20 
Huon sets his styU fyghtynge, he drew thether, & set his backe to the 
in the wall and arche, to thentent that none shulde come behynd hym / 
like a wild boar, there he faryd lyke a wyld bore in y e wood, & de- 
fendyd hymselfe in suche wyse, that whom so euer he 24 
towchyde vrith a full stroke, had no nede after of any 
surgyon / thus along spase Huon euduryd, & had no 
grete domage. 11 But the force of y e paynymes was so 
grete that it was not possyble for hym to susteyn 28 
longe / & 12 he waxyd so wery that his strokes fleblyde / 
often tymes he called apon god 13 & on the vyrgyn 
mary 13 / & on the other parte the admyrall cryed to his 
men & sayde, ' a, ye feynt hertyd knaues, 14 greate shame 32 
it is to you all that one man shall so longe endure 

1 not. 2 or. 3 any. 4 then. 6 Fol. xxx. back, col. 1. 
0 villaine. 7 vntill. 8 and. 9 terrour. 10 armour. 
11 harme. 12 for. ,3 ~ 13 emitted. 14 slaues. 
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agaynst you all, 1 that ye can nother take hym nor sle 
hym ' / than the paynymes, whan they barde the 
admyrall so dysprayse them / they came in a grete rage 
4 all at ones vpon Huon, where as he was alone vnder 
the arche. than a paynym who was neuew to the 
admyrall, cam vpon Huon; 2 whan Huon saw hym 
aproche, he lyft vp his sworde & gaue 3 the paynym 4 on He the 
8 the helme 4 suche a stroke that he claue his hede to the nephew, 
brest, and ther with his sworde fell out of his handes ' 
and another sarasyn tooke it vp / than all the sarasins Huon » at length 



at ones ran vpon Huon, & tooke hym, and so 6 tooke w^i^^Ld u 
12 fro hym his horne and cnppe, and dyd* of his harnes 7 / dMOT * L 
whan he was vnarmyd, the sarasyns behelde hym well, 
and many sayde how they neuer saw so fayre a man 
before, affermynge that yf al frenche men were such as 
16 he is, 1 there were no kinge able to resyste them. 

% Of the grete compleyntes that Huon made 
beynge in pryson / and how the adrayralles 
doughter cam to comforte hym I & how she 
20 departyd not well content with Huon. 

Capitulo .xxxix. 

Han Huon was dysarmyd, y e paynews He i» brought 
tooke & brought hym before the Admiral, who asks 
admyrall, who was ryglit ioyfull whan ^^11^^ 
he sawe Huon, and called his barons, " boold 8Uffer ' 
8 and demaunded of them what dethe 
the caytyff shuld dy that had done them suche domage 
28 as to sle one of his moste puyssaunt kynges, and also 

his nepheu, besyde many other, then they all answered au are in favour 
with one voyce, that he shulde be slayne all uuyckc 9 
incontynent / then stept fourth an olde auncyent 

1 omitted. * but 3 Fol. xxx. back, col. 2. 
*— 4 after stroke. 6 then. 6 put. 7 armour. 
8 Fol. xxxi. col. 1. 9 aliue. 
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except an aged 
councillor, who 
remind* the 
Admiral that on 
this day, according 
to their law, none 
ought to die at 
their hands, and 
advisee that 
Huon should be 
respited for a 
year. 



The old man 
asks whether 
Huon ought not 
to be thanked for 
the death of the 
giant Angolaffer 
(Galafre). 



Huon is led off to 
prison. 



He reproaches 
0 boron. 



admyrall of .vi. score yeres of age, and 1 was of the 
admyralles preuy councell, and 2 sayd, 'sir admyrall, ye 
may not do thus for the loue of this good day, the 
which e is of y e fest of saynte Iohnw / accord yng to our 4 
law, ther ys none ought to dye on that day / but, syr, 
respyhgt his lyfe for a hole yere, the which 8 shalbe 
the fest of your goddes : on that day ye ought to de- 
lyuer .iL 4 Champyons to do with them your sacrefyce ; 8 
lett this man be one / and another shall 6 come be 
that tyme ; and whiche of tho .ii. champyons be ouer 
come, ye shall make your sacrefyce to your goddes 
of hym ; thus ye promysed your goddes to do the fyrst 12 
day that ye toke on you the sygnyory of Babylone / 
and, syr, yf it were not for that this man hath slayne 
one of your kinges & your nephew, ye ought not to slee 
hym, but rather to thanke hym / for by hym the man 16 
6 in the worlde 6 that ye ought moste to hate is slayne, 
that 7 was the gyant 7 Angolaffer, for 8 now by his deth 
ye are out of all seruytude and bondage, and by hym 9 
sett at lyberte ' / when the Admyrall gaudis had well 20 
herde the paynem, he sayd, 'sen 10 it is so that ye gyue 
me this counsell / and that of ryght myne aunseters 
hath 11 acustomyd the same, I wyll not do the contrary, 
but it shall be as ye haue sayd.' then was Huon led 24 
with .iiii. paynems to a darke preson, & the Jayler 
was commauwded to gyue hym mete & drinke suffycyewt / 
when Huon saw how he was in preson, he was ryght 
sorowfull, and began to remembre the noble duches hys 28 
mother, and Gererde his brother / and sayd, ' a, Oberon, 
how is it that 12 thou art soo vnkynd & outtragyous to 
me / for so ly tell 13 14 offence to suffer me 15 endure this 
greate mysery, for I knowe well it is not vnknowen to 32 
thee that the offence that I haue done was but alonely 16 



3 and then. 



1 who. 2 he, 

after hate. 7 ~ 7 is. 
10 seeing. 11 haue euer. 
14 Kol. xxxi. col. 2. 



.xi. 



may. 



8 and. 9 this man. 
» omitted. 13 an. 

15 to 16 Quly. 
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by forge tf nines.' Now lett vs leoe spekynge of Hnon, 
and speke 1 of the fayre Esclaramonde, dough ter to 
the admyralL when she saw it was nyght, & she all 
4 a lone in her bedde / she remembered the frenche 
knyght who had kyssyd her .iiL tymes in y* presence 
of her father, and she was in greate sorow by cause he WhIhmwIi 

was sett 1 in presone, and sayd to her selfe, ' without he m|m 

8 were a knyght of grete enterpryse he wolde nener haoe 
ben so hardy to haue done as he hath done this day 
in dyners mailers' / wherfore she sayd he was well 
worthy to be belouyd & socoured / then incontynent 

12 she rose & made her redy / and prtuely she toke a mdmtntty* 
torche of wax in her hand and lyghted it, & yssnyd ton^tb" 
out of her chanmbre as preuely as she conlde : it was 
abonght mydhyght, and enery man was aslepe in the 

16 palayes. she went strayte to the prison, and came 
at so good a tyme that she found the* Jayler 3 aslepe / 
then she stole awaye the kayes, and wente & openyd the 
prison dore ; and 4 when Huon saw the candel 5 lyght 

20 & y e dore of the prison open, he was in grete fere leest 
they wold take hym out to put hym to dethe, or to 
do hym sum 6 dyspleasure / then 7 he began to make 
pytyfull complayntes / the lady, who could well speke 

24 frenche, vnderstode all Huons complantes, and re- 
memberyd his name, by cause the day before she had 
harde hymselfe shew her father hys name, then she 
sayd, 'Huow, dysmay the 8 not; I am Esclaramond, 

28 doughter to y* Admyrall, whom, this day passed, thou 
dyd kys .iiL tymes in the presence of my father ; if it 
be so that thou wylt fullfyll my wyll, I shall put to my 
payne 9 to delyuer the out of prison / for I am so sbeeontento 

32 10 amorouse of 10 thee that euer sen 11 thou dedest kys me for him. 
I haue had none other thought nor ymagynacyon but 

1 say somewhat. 1 put. 3 fast. 4 But 6 torch. 
• other. 1 whereupon. 8 omitted. 9 endeavour. 



w-io affectionate towards. 



11 since. 
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onely on the and 1 to brynge the out of y* daunger 
2 that thou art in.' ' Dame/ 3 quod Huon, ' god rewarde 
you 4 of the 4 greate curtesaye that ye wold do to 6 me ; 
Huon reminds but, fayre lady Esclaramond, ye be 6 a sarazyn, and I am 4 
•he u a Saracen, crystened. trew it is, in that I dyd kys you, 7 was by 
the commawwlement of kyng Charlemayne, who sent 
and he ought me hether, 8 but or 9 elles I had rather to haue bene here 

never to have , 

approached her, in perpetuall pryson / then to haue touched eny parte 8 
of your flessh 10 or mouthe as long as ye be a saryzyn.' 
'Huon/ quod the lady, 'sen 11 thou art of that mynd, 
thou, shalt end thy dayes here in presow myserably, nor 12 
neuer trust me, for 13 yf I can, I shall cause y* derely to 12 
aby the refuce 14 that thou haste made me.' Then the 

Esciarmonde lady Esclaramonde departed fro the pryson and came 

departs in wrath, 

and bids the to the J ayler, and awoke hym, & sayed, ' f rend, I charge 
pTrsonerThree 1 ' the on payne of thy lyfe / that to this frenche prisoner 16 
or drink, within thy kepynge, that 15 these iii dayes and .iii. 

nyghtes thou gyue hym nother mete nor drynke.' 
'Dame/ 3 quod the Jayler, 'your cowmaundemewte 
shall be fulfylled.' then y* lady for dysplasure wente 20 
agayne to her bed ryght pensyue and full of fantesyes / 
The request is & Huora was .iii. dayes & .iii. nyghtes without mete or 

obeyed, and Huon 

fears he will die drynke, & on the .iiil day he sayd, all wepynge, 16 ' A, 

for lack of 

sustenance. good lorde, I see well I muste 17 dye for hungre ; I 24 
humbly require the to ayde & socoure me, and graunt 
me the grace that I 18 consent nor do eny thynge that 
shuld 19 be ayenst thy pleasure, or ayenst thy holy law, 
for ony trybulacyon that can cum to me' / Thus this 9 28 
noble Huon complayned all wepynge 16 ; 12 there is 20 no 
creature that had harde hym but 21 that shuld 21 haue 
ben parte takers of his greate sorowes. 

1 how. 2 Fol. xxxi. back, col. 1. 3 Madame. 4 — 4 for your. 

6 vnto. 6 are. 7 but that. 8 so to doe. 9 omitted. 
10 bodie. " Being. 12 and. 13 but. 14 refusall. 
16 for. 16 sorowing. 17 heere. 18 neither. 
19 shall. » was. "- 21 he would. 
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% How Huon made grete co*plaintes for the 
famye that he endured, and how the favre 
Eselaramonde came 1 to co* forte hym so 5 
that Huon wolde fulfyll her desyre. 

Capitulo .xxrax V\* 

fHus, as ye haue herd before, H^ n 
eomplayned peteusly, for he hid ben 
.iii. dayes and .iiL njgLt^j witLyat 
sustenauncei *y* lady E^lararc-:n 1*, 
who caused it, euery mornyn^ & 
euery euenynge came 6 to the pr.Vin to here what 
12 Huon wold say, and euer she woull demaande 7 Huon 
yf he were eny other wyse aduysed to answere her 
or not, & euer she founde hym at one poynte / and* 
at the last, when she saw thai, 9 then she demaundyd of «*i u> 
16 hym / 10 yf she delyueryd hym out of preson yf 11 he would tr z* - ^* 
then promyse her to lede her with hym into Fraunce, Ac to •„ Vr»- 
take hyr to his wyf when he cam ther. * yf thou writ X^sJ*** * 
promyse me this,' quod she, ' thou shalte haue mete & 
20 drynke suffycyent at thy pleasu^e. , ' Dame, 1 u quod 
Huon, ' I promyse you faythfully, u though I shulde be 
for euer dampned in hell, 13 I shall do your pleasure, 
what so euer fall 14 to me therby ' / * then know for 
24 trouthe/ quod the lady, 10 'for the loue of the I wyll si* * wimaf u> 
become crystened & beleue in the law of our 15 lord 
Them / Cryst as sone as we come in 16 eny place where as 
it may be.' 17 Huon thanked her / 5 then she cansyd h«* thmk* her, 

aod i — *" " 

28 hym to haue mete & drynke, wherof he was ioyfull / bm i 

1 againe. * conditionally. 

3 The original has two chapters numbered : 

4 Fol. xxxi. back, col. 2. * and. 

• before first euery ; second euery omitted. 7 ot 

• But. 9 he still continued in that minde. 
10 that u whether. u Madame. 
13—13 that upon your forsaking Paganisme, and oonuersion 

to our christian faith. 

14 happen. 15 the. 16 to. 17 done. 
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then 1 she call yd y* Jayler & sayd, * go thy way in haste 
bdannood* ufl» to the Ad my rail my father, and shew 2 hym how 3 the 
tohwfiohlr,* 0 frenche knyght is deed .iii dayes past for 4 feblenes and 
H^ltola. hungre ' / * Dame,' 5 quod the Jayler, ' 1 am redy to do 4 
your commaundement, , & so he wente to the Admyrall 
& sayd, 'str, the frewche knyght that was in my 
kepinge ys deed for 6 famyn .iiL dayes past.' ' a/ 7 qtiod 
the Admyrall, ' I am sory therfor ; but sen 8 it wyll be 9 8 
none other wyse I must ouer 10 passe it, but I had rather 
that he were aline.' & thus, as ye haue harde, Huon 
was respyted 11 from the 12 deth / 18 it is a cowmen 14 
— 8ayeng, s one day of respyte 15 is worth 16 .c. yere. 17 then 12 
Th« gaoter Mm the Jayler returned to the preson vnto the lady, and 
^Akl^tt^ 7 ' shewed her what he had saed to the Admyrall / ' well, 
mcT * t " frend,' quod the lady, ' if thou wylt be secrete I shall 

make tJiee w ryche for euer as 19 to ayde me in such things 16 
as I wolde haue '*° / ' Dame,' 21 quod he, ' to dye in the 
quarell I shall do you seruyse suche as ye commaunde 
me, the fere of deth shall not lett me to do it,' Now 
lett vs leue spekyng of Huon, who was often tymes 20 
vysyted vrith the Jayler, and had all thynges as he 
desyred, and was well lodged at his pleasure / 1 Lett vs 
now speke of Gerames & of them that were w/tA hym 
in the castell of the gyant. 24 

% How Gerames & his company deperted fro 
the towre, & the damesell with them, and 
cam to babylon, & of the maner that 
Gerames held 22 to know sum newes of 28 
Huon. Capitulo .xl. 

1 and. 2 tell. 8 that 4 through. 8 Ladie. • by. 
7 Alas. 8 seeing. 9 be after otherwyse. 
10 ouer after it 11 deliuered. 12 omitted. 

13 for. 14 but a very true. 16 deliuerance. 
M a. 17 of endurance. 18 Fol. xxxii. col. 1. 
w helping. 20 thee. 21 Madame.. 
12 vsed. 
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E haue herd here before how Huon For three months 

Geramee and hit 

deperted fro the towre of the Gyant, company urry 

, , - , ~ • u « . ft* Huon In th« 

and lefte there Gerames & all his gtant'a tower, 
company, with the damesell his 
cousyn. they taryed theyr .iii. 
monethes, and neuer herd eny thynge of Huon, wherof 
they were sorowfull / and 1 went fourthe 2 in a 2 moren- 
8 ynge & came to the sees syde, to se yf they myght here They go to the 
eny worde 3 of ther lorde Huon ; and as they lokyd in neUofhim, 
to 4 the see they ppyed a shyppe charged with .xxx. w^se^ne 1 " 1 
paynemes and grete ryches / then 6 Gerames saw how ~ n,np - 
12 the shipp was co?»mynge to that porte / then 6 he sayd 
to his company, ' syrs, lett vs go and se yf we can 
know eny tydynges of Huon by them 1 / then they 
went to the port, & by that tyme 7 the maryners had 
16 caste ther ancre / then Gerames demauwded of them 
whense they were, & whether they wold go. 'sir,' 
quod they, ' we wolde go to the Mesqae to paye to Too royagere are 

comt to pay thtir 

Angolafer, the grete gyant, a trybute that we are yearly tribute to 
20 bound euery yere to paye / and, 8 syr, we desyre you to and »*k Gerames 
shew vs wher we myght 9 fynde hym ' / and when tad him. V ra * y 
Gerames saw how 7 thy were all alonde out of the shyp, 
he sayd, 'a, ye vnhappy paynems, ye shall neuer oeramee replies 
24 departe hens, for he that ye demaunde for is deed / lad ^'hiT** 



and all ye shall bere hym good 10 company/ 

U Then Gerames sayd to his company, ' syrs, let all 
these paynems be slayne ' / & then incontynent they au the paynime 

28 sett vppon them, so that all the paynems were slayne, although they 
not one that 10 scaped a lyue / for the crysten men were wp,IMWrm * ! - 
armyd, and the paynems without harnes 11 or eny wepyn / 
for other wyse they durste not cum alond for fere of 

32 the gyant then Gerames entred in to the shyp and 
toke all that they founde theyr, and bare it into the 

1 They. *-* one. 3 newes. 4 vpon. 

5 and. • wherfore. 7 that. • therefore. 

• Fol. xxxii. col. 2. 10 omitted, 11 armour. 
CHARL. ROM. VI. K 
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Gerainee advisee 
tht knighte to 
■ail with him in 
the Saracen*' ihip, 



end eeek out 

Huon. 



All agree to follow 
hie ooansel. 



They fit out the 
ship for the 
voyage, 



and tail into the 
high eea till they 
retch Damietta. 

Passing up the 

Nile, 

they arrive at 
Babylon. 



towre / & then they wente to dyner, and made grete 1 of 1 
that aduenture, and after dyner Gerames sayd, ' syrs, yf 
we were now in Fraunce, and 2 kynge Charlemayne dyd 8 
demaunde of vs what is become of Huon, ye know well 4 
ther ia none of vs can tell whether he be alyue or 
deed / for yf we shnlde say 2 he is deed / & 4 after warde 
returne home, then we shulde be reputed for false men 
euer after, bothe we and our chyldren / 6 a man may be 8 
a presoner .xiiii. or .xv. yere, and yet come home agayne 
at the last safe and sounde / But, syrs, and ye wyll 
beleue me, we shall do lyke trew men / we haue as 
now in this port a good shyppe, well furnesshyd with 12 
euery thynge / and we haue here gold and syluer 
plenty / and we shall sone vytell our shype / and then 
lett vs take the see, & neuer rest saylyng tyll 6 we here 
sum newes of our lord Huon / and yf we do thus, then 16 
we do as trew men ought to do / and I desyre you all 
euery man shew his aduyse ' 7 / then, without takyng of 
any longer respyt, they answeryd all with one voyce 
that they were redy to accuroplesshe all that he had 20 
deuysed : then 8 they tooke gold and syluer, and all ther 
ryches, and bare it in to the shyppe, & furnysshed it 
with wyne, bysket, salt flesshe, 9 and artelery / and 
when ther shypp was garnysshed, they put in theyr 24 
horses & ther armure / & they all .xiii. companyons 
entred in to the shype, and the damsel 1 with them, then 
they wayed vp ther ancres & hawsed vp ther sayle, 
and so lefte the towre of the Gyarct all voyd, and no 28 
man therin, & thus they say led alonge the cost tyll 6 
they came into the hye see, and so long they sayled tyl 
they came to Damyete / & there they entred into the 
ryuer of Nyle / and so longe they sayled therin / that 32 
they aryued at Babylon, and came to the port, and 



1-1 ioy for. 8 that 3 should. 
6 for. 6 vntill. 1 herein. 

9 Fol. xxxii. back, col. 1. 



4 he. 
« So. 
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tooke out theyr horses. Gerames, that knew well the 
lawgage and the maner of the enterynge in to 1 y* .iiii. 
gates, sayd to his company / * syrs, lett vs lepe 2 on our They disembark, 
4 horses, & let vs enter into y e cyte to se yf we may theirTo^nde 
here eny newes of our master Huon.' thus they rode throttgh the c,,y 
fourthe & entred in to tlie cytye / 3 then gerames sayd, 
1 syrs, we wyll go to the palayes, but when we come Gerames, 
8 there holde you all your pease, & suffer me to speke, knSw» g of the 
wherfore it is conuenyent that ye all agre to my p^^Tto lead 
wordes, and say not the contrary 1 / they answeryd and t $£j? the 
sayd they were contente so to do / 3 thus they rode 

12 togyther through the towne. 'A, good lord/ quod 
Gerames, 4 1 beseche the of thy grace to grauwt vs that 
we may here sum good tydynges of our mayster, Huoh 
of Burdeux, for whom we be in iuberdy of dethe* / so 

16 they passyd all the .iiii. brydges and gates, by reasow He induce* the 
that Gerames shewed fourth suche reasons that the through the gates, 
porters were content / then they came before the greate XefrSSn** 0 
hall, and theyr they alyghted, and mounted vp all SiJSSl ' 

20 .xiiL, and the damsell with them ; and when they were 

in the hall they saw the Admyrall gaudys syttyng on together enter 
a ryche chayre, garmysshed with gold and presyous theAdmSS° f 
stones / and Gerames that coulde well speke the langage Qeramee taintee 

24 sarazin, 4 cam before y e Admyrall and sayd / * the same sarawmtongne. 
Mahounde 6 that causeth *to grow 6 y e wine and y eT 
corne saue and kepe ye Admyrall gaudys, whom 8 1 se 
theyr syttynge amonge his barons' / 4 Fronde,' quod the 

28 admyrall, * thou art welcom. I pray the shew me what 

thou art, & whether thou wouldest go ' / 4 syr/ quod He feigns himself 
Gerames, 9< I shew 9 you playnely I am come from the i^orynT 10 
good cytye of mombraunte, and am sonne to kyng S^h^dt^o? * 

32 yuoryn.' when the Admyrall hard that / he rose vp on Mombraant ' 
his fete and sayd, * thou art welcome, the sonne of my whereupon the 
brother / fayre nepheu, I pray you shew me how dothe him i 

1 all. 8 mount. 8 k. 4 after langage. 6 god. 8-6 after corne. 
* omitted. » Pol. xxxii. back, ool. 2. 9 ~» to tell. 

K 8 
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believing mi brother yuoryn ' / 'syr,' quod Geranies, ' when I 

Gerames to be 

his nephew. departyd fro hym I lefte hy m in good helth, and he 
Geramea pretends saluted you by me / and hath sent here to you .xii. 

that the twelve . 

Frenchmen with frenchemen by me, the which were taken vppon the 4 

sentbyivoryn see as they were goynge a pylgrymage to the holy 

tobeimpriaoned sepulcre of god 1 in Jeruzalem / and he desyreth you to 

by the Admiral 

i»ia brother. put them in preson vnto 2 the day of saynt Johim the 
Baptyst, at whyche day ye must make the fest of your 8 
goddes / and then to brynge thew into the medow here 
without, and to 3 tye & bynde them to stakes, and lett 
your archers shote at them, to the en tent to know who 
shoteth best / and 4 this damsell that is here with me / 12 
she to be put to your doughter to teche hyr to speake 
perfeyghtly the 6 language of frenche' 5 / ' fayre 
nepheu,' quod the Admyrall, 'as 6 ye haue deuysed* yt 
Qeramea ia given shalbe done / and I giue you powre to commaund euery 16 
everything in the thyng in thys house at your pleasure, and I pray you 
Admiral a houae, ^ whsit ys your name ' / ' syr,' quod he, ' I am 

callyd Jeracle ' / ' well,' quod the Admyrall, ' fro hense 
furthe I retayne you to be as my chefe chamberlayne, 20 
and I wyll that ye haue the kaye of the preson in your 
kepynge, and therin to put these caytyues 7 and to do 
with them at your pleasure. 8 1 wyll ye loue them but 
a ly tell 8 / but let them haue mete & drynke suffycyent 24 
that they dye not for 9 famyn / as but late 10 dyed a 
frenchema/i that was sent to me by kynge Charles of 
Fraunce, who was callyd Huon of burdeux, the whiche 
was a ryght fayre yonge man.' 28 



and ia named 
hia chief 
chamberlain. 

Geramea thua 
takea charge of 
hia companions. 

The Admiral 
warns him not 
to starve them, 
aa Huon of 
Burdeux, 
a recent priaoner, 
waa starved to 
death. 



Geramea la angry 
and grieved at toe 
Admiral's words 
concerning. 
Hugo's aad end, 



Han Geramea herd that, he had before 12 neuer 
18 so grete 13 sorowe at hia herte / for 14 his dyspleasure and 

i Christ. s vntill. 8 there. « as for. 
6-6 french language. 6 he hathe appointed. 7 oaptiues. 
*— 8 extend vnto them what kindnesse you please. 
• with. 10 lately. 11 Fol. xxxiii. col. 1. 
lt after neuer. 13 greater. 

14 then (hearing of the death of Huon). 
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yre 1 was so gret that he hadde nere hande rynne vpon 
y e Admyrall / and he was so angry 2 in his herte 8 that 
he toke vp a staffe that laye by hym, & gaue eche of but not to excite 
4 the frensshe men such strokes on theyr hedes that the lie cudgels the 
blode ranne. downe, but they suffred it, and durst not F^el,chln * l, • 
styre, they were in such fere of the Admyral / but 
then 4 cursed Gerames for his strokes / who dyd it for 
8 the nones. 5 And when the Admyrall saw how he had 
well be ten y e frensshemen he sayd, ' fayre nephew, it 
semyth wel by you that ye loue 6 but lytell 6 these crysten 
men.' ' Syr/ quod he, ' I hate these crysten men more 

1 2 than ony men in the worlde / for, syr, all the way that 
I haue come I haue thus betten them thre tymes in 
euery day in the honor of my god Mahounde, and in the 
dyspyte of the 7 la we 8 of Jesu chryste, 8 on whome they 

16 beleue.' thus then Gerames departed fro y e Admyral / 
& lede with them the .xii Frenche prysoners / betynge 
them tyll he came to y* pryson / and none of them 
durste speke* one worde / but to them selfe they cursed 

20 Gerames. And as they went to 9 y e pryson warde 10 they EscUnnonde 

meets Gerumes 

met with the lady Rsclaramond / and she sayd, leading ids 

,_ . , * . . /i^#t oompiinions to 

' cosyn / I am ryght loyous of your comyng / but yf I prison, 
durst trust in you / I wolde she we you a secrete mater / 

24 so that ye promyse not to dyscouer me'/ 1 cosyn/ 
quod Gerames / ' by my faythe that I owe to my god 
Mahounde, ye maye well shewe me youre wyll & 
plesure / for 11 myn eyen 12 to be drawen out I shall neuer 

28 dyscouer you.' & when the damsell herd that promys / 

she sayd / 'fayre 13 cosyn, it is a .v. monthes pnssed 14 / si»« Gemum 

how, although 

theyr cam to my fader the Admyrall a Frensshe the Admiral 

<• i m i believe* Huon 

knyght with a message fro kyng Charlemayn, who demi, he is suu 
32 called hymselfe Huon of Burdeux / 15 who, when he had * % 

1 anger. 8 vexed. 8 mind. 4 they. 6 nonst. 
6 after men. 7 their. 8-8 and God. 
• towarde*. 10 omitted. 11 if. u were. 
13 Dearc. 14 since. 16 Fol. xxxiii. col. 2. 
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(tonuses fears she 
has deceived him, 



and says nothing 
to her. 



He sets the 

Frenchmen in 
prison. 



Hnon could not 
see them through 
the darkness of 
the prison, 
hut he hears one 
of them making 
complaint of his 
hard (ate. 



Huon knows 
from their speech 
ttiat they are 
Frenchmen, 



done Lis message / he slew a paynym kynge as be sate 
at the table by my fader / & after came and kyst me 
.iii. tymes 1 / & after 2 slew many sarazins / wherfor at 
last he was taken prysoner & set 3 in pryson, where as 4 
he is yet / howe be it, I made my fader byleue that he 
is deed for 4 famyn; 6 how be it, 5 cosyn, he is as yet 
6 on lyue,° as wel serued of mete & drynke as my 
fader is/ 8 

WHen Gerames vnderstode y* damsell Esclara- 
mond / he was bothe sorowfull & angry / for 
he thought the damsell dyd it to' dysceyue him, & to 
cause hym to shew forth the secretnes of hys mynde / 12 
& by cause 7 of that 7 doute 8 he passed forth & made no 
maner of answere to the damsell / but came to y* 
pryson, & put in the prysoners rudely ; & the damsell 
returned ryght sorowfull in that she had shewed so 16 
muche of her mynd to Gerames, whom she toke for her 
cosyn / when Gerames had set 8 the .xii. frensshemen in 
pryson, he returned ryght sorowful / & Huon, beynge 
in the pryson, had grete meruayle what prysoners they 20 
were that were let downe in to the pryson / 9 he coulde 
not se them, the pryson was so derke / then he drew 
nere to them to here them speke / so 10 at laste one of them 
began to make his complaynt, & sayd / ' a, good lorde 24 
Jesu cryst, socour vs, for thou knowest wel this that we 
suffre we haue not deserued it, 11 but it is for y e loue of 
our yong lord, Huon of Burdeux / we haue loued hym 
so well that nowe we be loste for euer / 12 dere lorde 28 
Jesu cryst, haue pyte on our soules 12 ' / when Huon 
herde what they sayd / then he knewe well 2 they were 
crystened & frensshe men / 9 then he coueyted moche to 
know what they were, & so aproched nere to them & 32 



1 before my Fathers face. 8 that. 3 put. * with. 
fr- 6 yet, deere. a — 6 aliue and. 7-7 he was in. 

8 thereof. 9 for. 10 and. u omitted. 
m-h except, deere Lord, thou haue meroie vppon vs. 
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sayd / ' syrs, ye that be here, I pray you she we me and uki them 

how they came 

what ye be, & how ye be come hyder* / 'syr/ quod thither, 
one of them, 'trewe it is a 1 fyue monthes passed theyr They uu their 
4 departed from vs a yong knyght, with whom 2 we 
departed 3 out of the real me of Frau?jce / and he was 
borne in Fraunce, and sone to a noble Duke / called 
duke Seuyn of Burdeux / this knyght slewe Charlet, 
8 sone to the 4 kynge Charlemayne, by a mysaduenture, 
wherfore he was banysshed out t of y e realme of 
Fraunce / & sent by kynge Charlemayne to doo a 
message to the Admyrall Gaudys, who 5 is deed in 

1 2 pryson, as it is shewed ys / &, syr, we went 3 to seke for 
him, and are betrayed by one of our owne company.' 
& 4 when Huon herde hym speke / he knewe hym well, 
& sayd / ' syrs, be of good cowforte & make good chere, 

1G for I am here, 4 Huon, safe & in good helth, thanked ^ Hu on reveals 
be god & the Admyralles doughter / who is so amorous 6 
of me that she hath sauyd my lyfe / ye shall see soone 
how she wyll come & vysyt vs, 7 But I pray you, syrs, 

20 what is become of the. 4 old Gerames / whyther he be , 
lefte behynde to kepe the toure with the damsell my 
cosyn, who I lefte in your kepynge ' / ' syr/ quod They bitterly 

complain of 

they, ' a wors creature, 8 more vntrue 8 traytour was Gerames' 
24 neuer borne / for he hath betrayed vs & hath be tea tracery, 
& put vs in this 4 pryson / & as for y e damsell, she 
is with the Admyralles doughter ' / when Huon par- 
ceyued that all they were of his company / he went & 
28 kyssed 9 them, & sayd, ' syrs, knowe of a surety that all bat Huon tciu 

them that 

that Gerames hath done is 10 to the entent to delyuer ys Geramet is 
all / 11 1 knowe so well 11 the trouth of Gerames. Syrs, STJicef toaave* 
make good chere / for as soone as nyght cometh we 
32 shal be vysyted with grete ioye ' / ' syr/ quod they, 

1 that. 1 Fol. xrxiii. back, col 1. 8 came. 4 omitted. 
6 and he. 8 enamoured. 7 me. 8-8 or more false. 
9 embraced. 10 done, 
u-ii ou t of prison. I doe so well know. 
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'surely we byleued that Gerames had forsaken the 
fay the of Iesu 1 Cryst A 2 become a sarazyn / for he hath 
made the Admyrall byleue that he is sone to his 
brother, kynge yuoryn of Montbrawt/ when Huon 4 
herd that, he had grete ioye at his herte, & sayd / ' a, 
good lorde, the trouth of Gerames and loue that he 
hath 3 all wheres 3 shewed to me / shall be to vs ryght 
profy table in y e spyte of 4 Oberon, who hath forsaken 8 
5 me for a small offence / by Gerames we shal be 
delyuered out of this pouerte & daunger.' Now leueth 
thystory 6 to speke of Huon / & his company, beynge 
in pryson, & 7 speketh of 7 the olde Gerames, who 12 
study ed 8 for the delyueraunce of Huon & his company. 

% How Gerames and the fayre Esclaramonde 
wente to the pryso» to comforte Huon & 
the other prysoners. 'Cap. .xli. 16 

Owe sheweth thystory 0 when that 9 
Gerames was returned to the Ad- 
myrall he sayd / ' syr, y e frensshe- 
men that I brought are faste in 20 
pryson and well beten 9 / ' fayre 
nephew,' qiiod the Admyral, ' they haue had but an 
euyll neyghboure of you.' Then Gerames wente in to 
Genune* studies his chambre and studyed how he myghte furnysshe 24 
food to bit these 10 prysoners with vytayle / & dyde so moche that 
and^nength goes he had suffycyent / and when nyght came he went 
imprison?* 61 ™ 0 w i ta nis vytayle to the pryson / for he myght do there 

what he lyst, for euery man was redy to do hym 28 
11 seruyce / whe?i he came to the pryson dore / he sent 
euery man away and taryed there alone / and he had 
not ben there longe but that 12 thyther came 12 the 

1 omitted. 2 was. 8 — 3 alwaies. 4 king. 
6 Fol. xxxiii. back, col. 2. 6 the Historic. 
*— 7 returneth to. 8 and practised. 9 before when. 
10 the. 11 any. 18-12 came thether after daughter. 
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AJmyralles doughter / when Gerames saw her he wygt Utur m mm 
not what to thynke / and 1 sayde, 4 fayre cosyn, I praye u» 4am. 
you she we me what doo ye here at this home ' / 4 dere 
4 cosyn,' quod she / 4 the grete truste that I hane in 
you / hathe made me to come hyther / hy cause to 
daye I dyscouered to you al my secretes, and 'that I 
am in wyll to do / & that is, 2 that ye wolde leue the •odb^tktw 

will m i " *y foe 

8 law of Mahounde & receyue the crysten fayth / & I s to the r*i<M«ar 
go 4 in to fraunce 5 with these prisoners, & we shal well tTih^bT^i 
fynd y e maner how to departe, & we 6 shall haue 6 with I^J^i r * t,mi 
vs all the prysoners that ye haue put in pry son.' 

Hen Gerames vnderstode 8 y* lady 
was 9 ioyfull / for theu he knewe well 10 
she wente not aboute to dysceyue 11 
hym / but that she dyd it of good 
16 > ^^^^^ r corage 12 & good wyll that she bare to 
Huon / how be it, he thought 10 he wolde not dyscouer 
hymself e to her vnto 13 y* tyme he knewe y* trouth of 
Huon / then 14 he answered fyersly 15 the damsell, 16 & 

anger at 

20 sayde, 4 0 thou fals & vntrue wenche, 17 how arte thou 




so hardy 18 to speke or thynke thus? / surely the Ad my- h*r 
rail thy father shall knowe it as soone as he cometh 
out of his chambre, & then shalt thou be brint, 19 
24 and the frensshemen hanged ' / 4 a, 20 syr/ quod she, 

4 yet I pray you let me go in to the pry son with you, But the beg* 



to the en tent that I may se Huon ones yet or 21 1 dye / oMrS%M>Hm t 
for the loue of whom I am content to dye ; if he dye 
28 I wyl not lyue one day after / therfore let me ones 
take 22 leue of him.' 4 Dame/ 23 quod Gerames, 4 for this 
tyme I am content that ye go with me ' / then Gerames 

» but. 

1—2 what I am intended to doe. Therefore let me intreat you. 
3 then. 4 with me. 6 together. will take. 

T Fol. xxxiiii. col. 1. 8 had heard. 9 right. 
10 that 11 descrie. " heart 13 vntill. 
14 wherefore. 16 angerly. 16 after answered. 
17 maide. 18 as. 19 burned. 20 alas. 
21 before. ** my. » Well. 
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they enter 
together. 
Huon recognizes 
hie old friend, 



and Eeclarmonde 
learns the truth. 



Huon and his 
company thank 
Esclarmonde for 
her assistance. 



toke a torche in bis handes, and opened the dore & 
entred / he was no soner entred but Huon knew hym, 
& went & embrased hym, & sayd, 1 a, my true louer, 
blessyd be the houre that I founde you ' / then they all 4 
cleped & kyssed 1 him. when the lady sawe theyr 
maner 2 she was ioyfull / for then she saw well that her 
dedo 3 shold 4 the surely er be conuayed 4 / then she cam 
to Huon & demaunded yf they were his sertes 5 that 8 
made so gret chere 6 togyther. 'dame/ 7 quod Huon / 
1 surely al these that be here be my men / surely 8 ye 
may trust them / for there is none of them but that 
they shal do your commaundement/ ' Huon/ quod 12 
the damsell, 1 there comynge pleaseth me ryght wel 1 / 
then Huon sayd to his company / 9< syrs, I pray you 
make me no more chere, but to 9 this noble lady, for by 
her we shal be delyuered / for 10 it is she that hath 16 
sauyd my lyfe ' / then they all togyther 11 thanked her / 
' syrs/ quod she, 4 yf ye wyll worke by my counsell / I 
shal shew you how 12 1 maye ayde you to delyuer you 13 
hense / 14 1 wyll that ye all byleue snrely how 14 I do 20 
fermely byleue in Iesu cryst, and at this daye there is 
no man that I more hate then the Admyrall Gaudys 
my father, by cause he beleueth not in our lorde Jesu 
cryst / for he hateth so the crysten men / he can not 24 
abyde to here 15 spekynge of theym / for he byleueth but 
vpon Mahounde& vpon 16 his ydolle*, therfore my herte 
can not loue hym / yf he dyde other wyse I wolde pur- 
chase to hym none yll / for all the good in the world / 28 
but I shall shewe you what ye muste do / when it is the 
houre of mydnyght I shall brynge you all in to my 

1 embraced. 2 of saluting. 3 intent. 
4-4 be more surely compassed, Sc. 6 seruantes. 
• loue. 7 Madame. 8 boldly. 
9 ~ 9 gentlemen and my deare friends, forbeare this extremite 
of kindnesse to me and bestow it vpon 

10 and. « humbly. 13 Fol. xxxiiii. col. 2. 
13 frowi. 11 ~ 14 First let me unfainedly perswade ye that 



any. 



16 omitted. 
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chambre, where as I shall 1 prouyde harneys 8 for you all / she promises 

r J * J ' to lead them that 

and there ye shall all be armed / then I shall brynge you night to her own 

room, 

in to y* Admyral my faders chambre / whom ye shall and thence win 
4 fynde slepynge / and then 3 ye maye slee hym / and as for &ther'i chamber 
me, I shall 1 be the fyrst that shal stryke hym / and whew Sm wwfe 
he is slayne then shall we departe surely ' / when Huon Huon "rejects her 
♦vnderstode her, he sayde / ' dame, 6 & god wyll your unflUal ptan * 
8 fader shal not so be slayne / y e day shal come that ye 
shall other wyse delyuere vs / we thanke you that ye 
desyre so moche our delyuerauwce / 6 1 thynke it good 
that ye and Gerames departe hense / for this tyme, for 
12 it is nere hand day, to the entent that our besynes be 
not perceyued ' / then the lady & Gerames departed & 
closed agayne the pryson dore, & wente 7 in to the palayes, 
& I 8 when it was day / & also 8 euery day Gerames Everyday 

Esclarmonde and 

16 & y* lady went to vysyt y e prysoners, & bare them Gerames vuu 
euery thynge that was nedefull for them / Gerames th#prlBon ' 
was all wayes with the Admyrall / and dyd what he 
wold / for theyr was no paynym that durate do con- 

20 trary to his commaundement. Now leue we to speke 
of the Admyral / of Gerames, and of Huon, & of all 
them that were in the 9 pryson / 10 vnto the tyme we 10 
returne to them agayne. 

24 f 11 How the gret gyant Agrapart, eldest broder 
to Angolaffer, whom Huon slewe / as- 
sembled his people and came to Babylon 
to haue the trybute of the Admyral as his 

28 broder had / and of the batayll hande 
for 12 hande .that he desyred of the Ad- 
myrall Gaudys / the whiche was agrede. 13 

Capitulo .xlii. 

1 will. a armour. 3 there. * had. 6 Madame. • but 
T vp. "as if they had not beene there at all and thus. 
• omitted. 10-10 vntill such time as we may. 
11 Fol. xxxiiii. back, col. 1. 12 to. 13 vnto. ' 
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Agrapart grieres 
for the death of 
his brother 
Angolaffer 
[Galafre], whom 
Haon had slain. 
He was as gigantic 
and hideous to 
look upf n as hit 
brother. 




He gathers 
together the men 
of the neighbour- 
ing country, 



and bids them 
follow him to 
Hftbylon to obtain 
from the Admiral 
the land and 
tribute which 
belonged to his 
brother. 



S ye haue herd 1 her before how Huon ' 
slewe the gyant Angolaffer / the 
whiche gyant had .xvii. hretherne 
all elder than hym selfe / 2 & anone 4 
after that the deth of Angolaffer was 
knowen, then whew his elder brother 
named Agrapart was aduertysed of the deth of his 
brother, he toke therof grete sorow / he was as grete as 8 
his brother was 2 / he was .xvii. fote of length, & of 8 
bygnes he was 4 therafter / he was a fote bytwene the 
browes / & his eyen more redder & brynnynge 5 then a 
bronde of fyre, & y* grystell of his nose as grete as the 1 2 
mo8sell 6 7 of an oxe / & he had two teth yssuyng out of 
his mouth more then a fote longe eche of them / 8 yf I 
shold dyscryue his foule fygure at length, 9 it shold 10 
anoye all the herers therof / 11 ye may well byleue; when 16 
he was in dyspleasure he had a fearfull chere 12 / for then 
his two eyen semed 13 .ii. brynnynge 5 torches; when 
he was surely 14 aduertysed of the deth of his brother he 
sent ouer all his cou;*tre that euery man shold come to 20 
hym in harneys ; 15 & so they dyde / & whan they were 
come, he declared to them the dethe of his brother 
Angolaffer, & sayde howe it was his mynde to goo to 
Babylone to the Admyrall Gaudys / and to take 24 
possessyon of the londes and seygnoryes that were his 
brothers, and also to haue the trybute that was dewe by 
the Admyrall / then all his lordes sayde, 'syr, com- 
maunde at youre plesure, & we shall obey it 9 / ' well, 28 
syV qw>d he, 'then I wyll that euery man lepe 16 on 

l - 1 It hath beene sufficiently declared. 

*-* who liued distant from him in diuers seuerall places. 
It was no longe while after but that his elder brother named 
Agrapart was aduertised of the death of his Brother which he 
tooke to his hart exceeding heauile. Now you must vnderstand 
that he was in all respects of as huge stature as his brother, for 



in. * made. 6 burning. 6 nostril. 

8 but. • the full. 
11 countenance to looke vpon. 



7 Fol. xxxiiii. back, col. 2. 
10 would. 11 therefore. 
13 like. 14 certcnlv. 



15 



armour. 



16 mount. 
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theyr horses / to go toward Baby lone ' / & so they all 
obayed, & lept 1 on theyr horses & departed, & rod 
so long that they cam in to a playne / nere to the cite 
4 of Babylon ; they were a 2 .x.M. men togyder : then 3 Ten th<m«nd 
A^rapart sayde, 'syrs, tary ye all here tyll I come SJore^byion. 
agayne, for I wyll go all alone & speke witA the 
Admyrall Gaudys* / then he armyd hym, 4 & toke a Ajrrnp*rt well- 
8 grete fawchon in his handes / & departed al alone / & dty alone, 
so went & entred in to the cy te of Babylon / & so past JJiot? 1 ^ * th * 
the .iiii. gates; theyr was no paynym that durst say 
him nay / he rested not tyll 6 he cam to the palays ; 

12 the same tyme the Admyrall was syttyng at dyner, & He finds the 
Gerames 6 before hym syttynge ; 6 then the Gyaunt came dinner; 
to the table / and sayde, ' The same god Mahounde vnder 
whome we lyue, 7 and canseth the wyne & come to grovve, 

16 may 7 confounde y* Admyrall 8 Gaudys as an yll caytyfe i»»uiu Mm it. * 
and an vntrew 9 traytour 1 / when the Admyrall 10 saw 
how he was so dyspraysed 10 / sayd, 114 Agrapart, of 12 this 
that thou hast sayd thou lyest falsely / thus shamfully 

20 to rebuke me in myn owne court before all my lordes ; 
but 13 shew me y* cause why 14 ye do 14 me this iniury ' / 
' Admyrall,' quod he /' it is by cause ther is cw??e in to because he it 

J 9 ^ ' J harbouring the 

thy court he that hath slayne my brother / whom murderer of hu 
24 incontynente thou oughtest to haue slayne 15 hym 
quycke 15 / wherfore yf it were not for niyne 16 honor with 
my fyst, I wolde stryke the on the nose 17 / thou hast 
sett 18 hym in prison without any more hurte doynge to 19 
28 hym / therfor, thou traytour thefe, by Mahunde be thou 
cursed ; thou art not worthy to sytt in a sete royall 18 / 
aryse vp! it is not mete for the to syt there* / and wbenheh« 
therwith he drew the Admyrall so rudely out of his he pulla the 
32 chayre / that his hatt and crowne fell downe to y* uiwoe? lfromhto 

1 got. 8 about 3 and. 4 himselfe. 6 vntill. 
*-* with him. 7-7 omitted. 8 Fol. xxxv. col. 1. 
9 false. 10-10 heard himselfe so highly abused he. 
11 to. 18 in. 13 therefore. thou doest. 

**— 14 likewise. 10 owne. 17 face. 18 put. 19 vnto. 
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and seata himself 

there. 



He demands the 
land and tribute 
that was due from 
the Admiral to 
his brother, 



but offers to free 
him of all 
obligation if he 
can send into the 
field against him 
two champions 
who are able to 
overcome him. 



The Admiral 
accepts the 
challenge 



and proclaims 
that he will gire 
his daughter in 
marriage to any 
man who will 
fight against 
the giant. 



erthe. then 1 y* Admyrall was sore abasshed ; then 
Agraparte satt downe in his chayer, and sayd, ' thou 
false tray tor, my brother is deed, therfor from hens 
fourth thou shalt be my subgett / for it appertayneth 4 
to me to haue the landes that my brother had, and y e 
trybute that thou were wonte to paye to 2 my brother, or 
elles I shall stryke of thy hede. how be it, I wyl not 
do ayenst ryght / for yf thou wylte proue the contrary, 8 
or to 3 fynde .iL champyons to be so hardy that for thy 
loue 4 wyll fyght with me in playne batayle, I shall fyght 
with them ; or mo, yf thou wylte sende them to me / 
and yf it be so that I be ouercome and dyscomfyted by 12 
.iL 5 of them, I am content 6 from honse fourth thou shalt 
holde thy landes franke and free without eny trybute 
payenge / and 7 yf it be 8 so that I conquyre them bothe / 
then thou to be my subgett, and to pay me trybute for 16 
euer, & also to pay me for a knowlege 9 euery yere 
.iiii. drams 10 of gold for 11 thy hed money ' / ' Agraparte/ 
quod the Admyrall, ' I am content thus to do, & to sett 12 
.ii of my men to fyght with the.' 20 

13 % How the Admyrall gaudys toke Huon out 
of preson and armyd hym to fyght with 
the gyaunt Agraparte. Capitulo .xliii. 

jHan the Admyrall had herde the grete 24 
£yjint he cryed 14 aloude, 'where be y e 
t wo gentyll knyghtes Mat wyll be 15 euer 
my frendes / now is the tyme come 
that all the goodness and greate gyftes 28 
that I haue gyuen among you be 10 now 17 rewardyd ; yf 
there be ony of you that wyll fyght ayenst this gyant, I 
shall gyue hym my dough ter 18 Esclaramonde in maryage, 




1 whereat. 8 vnto. 3 omitted. 4 dare or. 6 any. 

6 that 7 But 8 fall out • due taxe. 10 Ducates 

11 as. 12 appoint 13 Fol. xxxv. col. 2, 

u for. 18 is. 17 to be. 



~. 14 said. 
18 Fol. xxxv. back, col. 1. 
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and after my dethe to haue all 1 my erytage ; no man 
shall 2 say nay therto' / but for eny fayer wordes or 
promyse "that the Admyrall coulde do, 3 there was no No paynim 

rentarea forth. 

4 pay new so hardy to do 4 it, wher wit/* 6 y* admyrall 
made gret sorow, & began to wepe ; 6 & when the gyant 
Agraparte saw him, he sayd, 'thy wepyng 7 cannot Agrapart deflee 

tht Admiral to 

auayle the, for whether thou wylt or not it must find any to 

' ' conquer him. 

8 behoue t?iee to pay these .iiii. peses of golde yerly / for I 
am sure ther is no paynem that dare fyght ayenst me. 
when ye fayre lady Esclaramond saw her father wepe it 
sore greued her hert, & 8 sayd / ' o, my father, yf I knew 

12 it shuld not dysplease you, I wolde shewe you one 
thing the whiche shulde brynge you out of this dought ' / 
4 doughter/ quod he, 4 1 swere by Mahounde I woll not 
be dyspleased what so euer thou sayest ' / ' sir/ quod 

16 she, ' I 9 haue shewed you or this 9 that the frencheman Eaciannonda telle 

her father that 

that brought you the message fro kynge Charlemayne Huon tuu uvea, 
was deed in pryson; but, syr, surely 10 he is as yet 
alyue. yf it plese you I shall fetche hym to you / aud, 
20 sir, without dought I 11 waraunt you he wyll take on *nd promieea that 

, ' . , „ _ „ , , , hewiUaocept 

hym this bateyll ayerist the gyant, for he shewed you Agrapart's 

challenge. 

how he slewe the other gyaunt Angolaffer ; 12 I haue hope 
by the ayde of Mahounde / in lyke wyse he shall sle 

24 his brother this gyant Agraperte.' 1 doughter/ quod 
the Admyrall, 4 it is my pleasure that ye shall fetche 
the presoner to me ; for yf he may 13 dyscomfyte this 
gyant, I am content that he and all his company shall 

28 deperte franke and free at there pleasure ' / then the 
lady and Gerames wente to the preson / and toke out 
Huon and all his company, & brought them before the Huon la led before 

the Admiral. 

AdmyralL Then the Admyrall soore 14 behelde Huon, & 
32 had 15 meruell that he was in so good case / 16 his coloure 

1 omitted. 1 be so bold as to. 3 make. 4 vndertake. 
6 whenrppon. • lament 7 lamenting. 8 she. 
•— 9 I did once delude you in telling you. 10 credite me. 
u dare. 13 therefore. 13 can. 14 earnestly. 
u great 16 yet 
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The Admiral 
invito him to 
acccept the 
giant'i challenge. 

If Huon is roe- 
cetefal in the 
fight, 

and he deilrea to 
return to France, 
he shall be freed 
and led to Acre, 
with presents for 
Charlemagne. 



Hut if after his 
success lie will 
stay with the 
Admiral, 
lie shall wed 
Esclaramonde 
and possess half 
his realm. 



was sum what pale by reason of lyenge so longe in 
preson / then the Adniyrall sayd, ' frende, yt semeth 
by thy chere 1 that thon hast had 2 a good preson' 2 / 
' syr/ quod Huon, ' I thanke your doughter therof, 3 and 4 4 
8 1 pray you shew me for what cause ye haue as now 
sent for me ' / * frond/ quod the Admyrall, ' I shall 
shew the / beholde yender sarasyn that is armed, who 
hathe chalenged to fyght with me hand to hande 8 
or ayenst two of the best men 6 1 haue / & I can fynde 
none so hardy that dare fight agaynst this paynem / and 
yf it be so that thou wylt take on 7 the this enterpryse 
for me / I shall 8 delyuer the & all thy company quyte 12 
to go in to thy countre at thy pleasure / and surely to 
condute the to the cyte of Acre. And also to 9 gyue the 
a somer chargyd 10 with gold / the whiche thou shalt 
present fro me to kynge Charlemayne / & euery yere 1 6 
fro hense forth to sende hym lyke present 11 for my hede 
mony / and 12 therof to make suche wrytynge 12 as his 
counsell can deuyse / and 13 yf he haue any warre I shall 
send hym two .M. men of armes payed for a 14 yere 16 / and 20 
yf it be so that he desyre myne owne person / I shall 16 
passe the see with a .CM. paynyms to serue hym ; for I 
had rather to be in to 10 seruitude there than to pay .iiii. 
drams to this Gyaunt; and, more ouer, yf thou wylt 24 
abyde 17 with me I shal gyue the my doughter Esclara- 
monde in maryage / and the halfe of my realme to 
mainteyne thyne estate.' 4 Syr,' quod Huon, * I am 
content this to do / so that I may haue myn owne 28 
harnes 18 & my ryche horne of yuorye and my cuppe, 
the whiche were taken fro me whan I was taken 19 
prysoner.' * Frende/ quod the admyrall, * all shalbe 

lookes. 3-3 no ill imprisonment. 8 therefore 
* but. 6 Fol. xxxf. back, col. 2. 6 that T vpon. 



8 then. 9 I will. 10 omitted. 



18-12 to make such assurance. 18 also. 14 whole. 
18 beforehand. 18 will then. 17 heere. 18 armour. 
» veelded. 
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delyneryd to the : thou shalt not lese the valew of one The Admiral 

peny ' / than the admyrall sent for the home & 1 harnes 2 / to reetorehb* 8 ** 

and cuppe / and deliueryd them to Huon, wher of harneae, ' 

4 he had grete ioy / 3 whan Agraparte saw and knew iSiightwi^T 
that the admyrall had founde a champyon to fyght 
with hym, he sayd to the admyrall, ' syr, I wyll go out 
and speke with my knyghtes / and in j* meane tyme 

8 let thy champyon be redy aparelyd / for I shall not Agrapart ii 

«j / aiuiouj for the 

tary longe / for 4 I shall neuer haue ioy at my herte tyll fight. 

6 1 haue rased 6 his herte out of his body.' ther with 

he deperted and wente to his men, & Huon dyd 7 on his Huon arm* 

r 1 J himaeir, 

1 2 cote of mayle, and than he toke Gerames his home of and gives into 

Oeramee' keeping 

yuoray, & sayd, ' frende, I pray you kepe my home tyll the ivory horn. 
I returne agayne* / then he 8 prayed 9 our lorde to 
forgyue hym his synnes, to socoure and to ayed hym to 

16 dyscomfayt that foull fende the Gyaunt / 10 when he had 
made his prayers to god he dyd 7 on his harnes 2 as 
quickly as though he had neuer ben in preson, wherby 
he knew well that god was pleasyd wtt/t hym. 10 than he 

20 sayd / ' o, noble kynge Oberon, I pray the sen 11 god is Huonprayito 

* ^ Oberon that he 

pleasyd with me, put awaye thy dyspleasure and perdon may be received 
me / for the brekynffe of thy cowmaundement I haue 
been sore punysshed, and I pray the be not dyspleasyd 

24 yf I spake eny hasty worde beyng in preson / 12 famyn 
causyd me to do it / in the brekynge of thy com- 
maundement I confesse I dyd yll therin, yet 'it was 
but by neclygence and forgettynge / 13 a, syr, 18 what 

28 curtesey ye shewed me when ye founde me in the 
wod & gaue me your ryche home and cuppe, by the 
whiche often tymes I haue ben succoured / therfore, 
syr, now I requyre the to perdon me all my trespasses 

32 and helpe me at my nede, for I see well without it be 
by the grace of god and your helpe ther is no thynge 

1 omitted. 8 armour. 3 but. 4 beside. 
* Fol. xxxvi. col. 1. 6 tome. 7 put. 8 went and. 9 to. 
10 and. u seeing. 12 for. 13 ~ 13 Alas, Sir, remember but. 
CHARL. ROM. VI. L 
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can saue my lyfe' / thus he besought god of perdon 
and to gyue hym grace to dystroy his enemy, who 
is 1 orryble to beholde / and whan he had made his 



oreson 2 ther cam a sarazyn to Huon, and sayd, ' syr, 4 
a Saracen restores here is your owne sworde that ye loste when ye were 



taken.' 'frende/ quod huon, 'ye do 8 to 8 me grete 
curtesy ; god gyue me grace to rewarde the • / then he 



dyd on his helme and gyrte on his sword / then 4 the 8 
and a good hone Admyrall sent hym a good horse, the best in all his 



courte, for he was not so fayre but he was 6 of bountye 6 
aboue all other / when Huon saw hym he was ryght 
ioyfull, and thankyd the Admyrall / as for his ryche 12 
apparell, 6 1 make no men 7 cyon therof / the sadell, harnes, 
and brydell were so ryche that the valew ther of coulde 
not be estemed; then Huon made the sygne of the 
crosse and mounted on his horse armed at all peces, 8 16 
and so rode out of the palayes in to a fayre medow, and 
there made a course to asay his horse / and then he 
restyd hym before the Admyrall, who lened in a 
wyndow in his palaes, and 9 he beheld Huon, and 10 sayed 20 



fair appearance doughted and feryd, for Huon is a goodly yonge man, 
mounted and fuiiy and gret domage 12 it had been yf he had been slayne' / 
* rm * d * the Admyrall commaundyd the felde to be kept with a 24 



thousand sarazyn s, to theutent that no treason shulde be 
done 18 & then the Admyrall sayd, 'Mahound be thy 
gyde.' 18 

% How Huon fought 14 with Agrapart the 28 
gyant, and dysconifyted hym, & delyuered 
hym to the Admyrall, who had gret ioye 
therof. Capitulo .xliiii. 

1 was bo. 2 prayer. *-* omitted. 4 and. 
*— 6 in goodness. 6 fourniture. 7 Fol. xxxvi. ool. 2. 
8 points. 9 when. 10 he. u Trust me. 12 wrong. 
13-13 or any iniurie offered to his faire seeming Champion. 
14 of tight in text. 



hi* sword to him, 



is given him. 



The Admiral 
admires Huon's 



to his lordes / 'syrs, 11 these frenchemen are to be 
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Hen Huon had made his course he cam 2 
to the felde Where aa his enmy was 
redy. s when Agraparte saw Huon he 
sayd / 'thou that art of so greate 
courage as to fyght ayenst me / how 
nere akyn art thou to the admyrall, sen 4 for y e loue of Agrapertasks 

" Huon what 

hym thou wylte put thy selfe in aduenture of dethe. re^<mship he 
8 'Paynem/ quod Huon, 'know for trouthe 6 I am Admiral, 
nothynge a 6 kynne to the admyrall, but I was borne 
in the realme of Fraunce / & yf thou desyre to knowe Haon replies that 

' he Is a French- 

what I am, I saye vnto the 6 I am he that slew thy man, 

and the slayer of 

12 brother.' 'for that,' quod the paynem, 'I am the Gaiafre. 
more sorowfull / and yet agayne 7 ioyouse, when 7 mahond 
hath done me that grace to haue poure to reuenge his 
dethe ; but yf thou wylte beleue and worshyp my god Agrapart offers 

16 Mahound, & forsake thy beleue, and go with me into aiBterhTmarriage 
my country, I shall make the so greate a lorde that 6 hu re^onfw * 
all thy kynne 8 was neuer none 9 suche / & I shall gyue thRtof Mahoraet - 
the my syster in maryage, whiche 10 ys a fote gretter 

20 than I am, and 11 as blacke as a cole' / ' paynem/ quod ~~ 
Huon, 4 1 care nother for thy lond, nor for thy syster, 
but all the deuylles in hell kepe them both ; beware 
thou of me / for I shall neuer ioy in my herte vnto 12 the 

24 tyme 5 1 haue alayne the, as I haue done thy brother. I 

defy the in y e name of god 13 and of the vyrgyn Mary 18 ' / Hnon defies him 
'& I the/ quod the Gyaunt, 4 in the name of mahounde 1 / oodand*ofth« 
then they wente a sunder to take ther coursses / then 8 Vlrgin * 

28 they ran eche at other, & mett so fersly that ther speres The fight begins 
brake in peces ; 8 y e encounter was so rude that by force 
of the horses 14 bothe the horses fell to the yerth, and 16 and their home* 

fidl. 

y* champyons quyckely releuyd, 16 and so came eche 

32 vppon other / Agraperte toke vp his fauchyon to 

haue stryken Huon, but he stept a lytell on the one 

1 Fol. xxxvi. back, col. 1. 2 in. 3 and. 4 seeing that. 
4 that. • of. 7 - 7 ioyfull in that 8 there. 
• any. 10 who. 11 is. 12 vntUl. 13 -» omitted. 
14 shocke. u but. 16 recouered. 

L 2 
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8yde, wherby the paynem myst his stroke / and Huon 
Huon dealt lyf te vp his swerde, and strake the gyaunt on the helme 

Agra part a fierce 

Wow on hit helm, so meruelus l & stroke, that he strake of a quarter ther 

of and Wounded hym sore, and the stroke descended 4 
The giant it downe, & dyd cut of his ere, so that y e clere 2 blode ran 

wounded, " " 

downe to the ground, then Huon sayd, 'paynem, 
thou art 3 vnhappy ; when thou cammest hether thou 
myghtest haue ben contente with the dethe of thy 8 
brother, and not to cum hether to haue as moch, 4 for 
thou shalt neuer see fayre day more* / when the 
■ndin^rforhie gyant saw hymself hurt he had grete fere, and sayd, 
Huon. ' cursyd be he of Mahunde that forgyd thy sword / I 12 

had rather I had ben bounde to haue payd a greater 6 
sum of money to haue saued my lyf, then to be slayne 
here / therfore 1 yeld me 6 to thee; take here my sworde; 
I pray the do me no hurt / 'Paynym/ quod Huon, 16 
' haue no dought sen 7 thou doest yelde the to me ther 
is non so hardy that shall do the eny dysplesure 1 / then 
Huon toke y* paynem by the arme, and brought hym 
The Admiral it into y* cytye, wher of the admyrall & all his lordes had 20 
victMy.* 1 Hu ° n " grete ioye; but the grete 8 ioy 8 that Esclaramund had 
passed all other / when Gerames saw how the gyant 
was ouer come, he came to y e admyrall & sayd, ' sir 
oeramet rereait Admyrall, know for trouthe 9 I am crystenyd, & I am 24 

liimtelf to the 

Admiral. not your nepliew ; I cam hether but alonely 10 to serche 

for ray lorde Huon, and the better to know the trouthe 
I sayd I was sonne to yewryn of mount brake, 11 your 
brother, therby to know the sertente what was become 28 
of Huon / for I knowe 12 well he was sent to you from 
kynge Charlemayne on 18 message.' 

How Agraparte the gyant cryed mercy to 
the Admyrall / & how Huon desyryd the 32 

i Fol. xxxvi. back, col. 2. * black. 3 wert. « thyself. 

6 great 6 myself. 7 seeing. 8-8 inward content. 
• that. 10 only. 11 Mombrance. u knew. u a. 
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Admyrall Gaudys to leue his law and to be 
crystenyd. Capitulo .xlv. 




Han the admyrall herde Gerames he had 
grete meruayle, and sayd / 4 it is herde 
for any man to be ware of the craft & 
suttylte that is in a frencheman.' than 
the admyrall saw where Huon was 



8 comynge vp the grese, 2 and brought 8 with hym the 
Giaunt / than 4 the admyrall and all other 5 cam and 
met hym, and Gerames and his company with them, 8 
who were ryght ioyfull whan they saw hym come / whan 

12 Huon saw the admyrall he tooke Agrapart by y e hand 

and sayd to the admyrall, ' Syr, I delyuer hym into Huon delivers 
your handes, that this day dyd you so grete iniurye Admiral! * ^ 
7 that he 7 drewe you out of your chayr; I delyuer 

16 hym 8 to you to do with hym at your pleasure ' / whan 
Agrapart saw that he knelyd downe 8 and sayd, ' syr 
admyrall / he hath mych to do that foolyshely The gUnt repents 

_ _ . _ . of his vain 

thynketh / I say this by my selfe / for to day whan I booting before 
20 cam to you I thought my selfe the moost puyssaunt lbeflght ' 
man that reyned on the erth / and thought that ye were 
not sufFycyent nor worthy to sersue me / but often 
tymis 9 beleuynge desseyueth hys mayster / for I thought 
24 that for x men I wolde not ones 10 a tournyd 10 my chere 
to haue regardyd them / but other wyse is fallen to me / 
for I am discomfytyd alonely by one man, and am 
taken and brought in to your handes, therfor ye may 
28 do with me at your pleasure / therfore, 11 syr, I requyre 
you haue pytye of 12 me, & pardon the outrage that I 
haue done to 18 you.' Than the admyrall answeryd and 
sayd / how he wolde pardon hym on the condycyon The Admiral 

i.iii-i /»i i i m . pardons him on 

32 that he shulde neuer after trespas hym, nor no 14 man m condition of hi» 

1 Fol. xxxvii. col. 1. 2 steps. 8 bringing. 4 whereon. 

6 his Lordes. 6 him. 7 ~ 7 euen he that. 8 omitted. 
9 rash. 10 - 10 turne. 11 yet. 18 on. 13 vnto. 14 any. 
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becoming his 



Agrapart doe* 
homage to the 
Admiral, 

and they and the 
Frenchmen dine 
together. 



Huon showi the 
Admiral how his 
cup Alls with 
wine when the 
sign of the cross 
is made above it. 



It is handed to 
the Admiral, 
bat it remains 
empty while be 
holds it. 



his countre / and be syde that, to become my 1 man, and 
to do me 2 homage before all them that 3 be here 3 present 
* Syr/ quod Agrapart, ' I am redy to fulfyll your plea- 
sure ' / 4 than he dyd homage to the admyrall in the pre- 4 
sence of all thent tliat were there / than 4 in grete ioye 
they sat all downe to dyner / y* 6 admyrall made greate 
honour to Huon / & made 6 hym 7 syt by hym / than 
Agrapart and Gerames, and all the other frenche men. 8 8 
As for there seruys, and many dyshes of sundry sortes 
of mettea, I leue spekynge of them. Huon, who had 
grete desyre to aeeomplyshe his enterpryse, drew out 
his cuppe / the whiche Gerames hade 9 delyueryd to 12 
hym with his home of yuory / & 10 sayd to y* admyrall / 
1 sir, ye may se here this rych cuppe in my hand, y e 
which y* se 11 all empty ' / 'syr/ quod y e admyrall, 'I 
se wel ther is no thinge therm.' 12 ' sir/ quod Huon, 16 
' I shall shew you how our law is holy and deuyne.' 
than Huon made the sygne of the crosse thre tymes 
ouer the cuppe / the which incontynent was full of 
wyne, wher of 13 the admyrall had grete nieruayle. ' Syr/ 20 
quod Huon, 4 1 present you this cuppe, that ye shulde 14 
drynke therof / 4 than shall ye se 15 the goodnes of the 
wyne. 1 the admyrall tooke it in his hande / and 
incontynent the cuppe was voyde, & y* wyne vanysshyd 24 
away / than 13 the admyrall had grete meruayle, and 
sayde / ' Huon, ye haue enchauntyd me,' 16 ' Syr/ quod 
Huon, 1 1 am none enchaunter / but it is by cause ye 
be full of synne. for the lawe that ye holde is of no 28 
valure 17 / the grete vertue that god hath put in this 
cuppe, by reason of the sygne of the crosse that I 
made 18 ye may parseyue that my saynge is trew / 



* his. * him. 



were there. 4 and. 

i. col. 2. 6 caused. 7 to. 8 sat downe. 
10 then. 11 is. 12 Now. 

16 task 16 Not so. 



6 Fol. xxxvii. w .. 

• before. - u 
13 whereat. 14 may. 

17 wroth. 



" utou 

18 whereby. 
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'Huon, quod the admyrall, 'ye nede J to haue no 
besynes 1 to spe to me to forsake my beleue 2 to take 
yours / but I wolde knowe of you whether ye wyll 

4 abyde here with me, or elles to 8 go in to Fraunce / for 
that I haue promyshyd you I shall fulfyll it* 4 A, 
sir admyTall, , quod Huow, 4 1 know 4 you wyll kepe 
couenaunt with me in that ye haue promysyd me. 

8 But, syr, aboue all other matters I pray you haue pyte Huon tries to 

persuade the 

of your owne soule, the whiche shal be dampnyd in Admiral u> 

become Christian, 

hell without ye leue your beleue, 6 the whiche is 6 
nother good nor iust / for 8 without ye do thus, I swer 
1 2 by 6 my fayth that I shall 7 cause so 7 many men of armes and threatens to 

. overrun his city 

that al the houses in yourpalays and cyte snalbe full / with ermed men 
whan y e admyrall herd Huon say so he behelde his 
owne men and sayd, * Syrs, here ye may wel here the 

16 pryde that is in this frencheman, who hath been more 
than halfe a yere in my pryson, and now he thretenethe 
to slee me by cause I wyll not take on me his law, and 
leue myn owne / I haue grete meruayle where he 

20 shulde fynde 8 men as he hath sayd / or 9 to let 9 me to 
slee hym at my pleasure. * Syr,' quod Huon, * yet I 
demaunde 10 of you yf ye wyll do as I haue sayd.' 
'Huon/ quod the admyrall, * beware on payn of your The Admiral 

24 eyen, and as myche as ye loue your lyfe, that ye speke against Suo?!* 
no more to me of this mater, for by the fayth that I threat * 
owe to mahound / yf al kyng Charleniayn's host were 
here assembled, 11 shulde not lye in there power to saue 

28 your lyfe.' * Admyrall,' quod Huon, * I am in dought 
that to late ye shall 12 repent you. 

% How Huon, seynge that the admyrall wolde 
not forsake his beleue, blew his home / 

1-1 not to trouble yourself. 8 and. 8 omitted, 
4 well. 6 - 6 in that it is. 6 Fol. xxxvii. back, col. 1. 
7-7 call hether. 8 such store of. what lets. 

10 once more. u it. 18 will. 
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HUON OF BURDEU2L 



[Ca. xlvi. 



Huon blows hit 
horn, 



and the Admiral 
and his company 
rise and dance. 



Oberon hears the 
blast. 



and declares he 
will lead an army 
to Huon'a aid. 



With his men he 

straightway 

appears at 

Babylon, 

and slays all who 

will not become 

Christians. 




wherby Obero/2 cam to hym / and Hhe 
admyrall 2 slayne and all his men / and how 
Huon and the favre Esclaramounde were 
in perell of drownynge by reason that he 4 
brake the co;//mau#deme/*t of kinge 
Oberon. Ca. .xlvi. 

Han Huon saw that y* admyrall wolde 
not leue his law to receyue crysten- 8 
dome / he sette his home to his 
mouthe / and blewe it 3 by suche 
force 3 that the blud brast 4 out of his 
mouthe / so that the admyrall & all other that were 12 
there put the tabylles fro them and rose, and all that 
were in the 6 palays began to synge & daunce / the same 
tyme kyng Oberon was in his wood, and herd 6 the 
home blowe, sayd, 'A, good lorde, I know surely that 16 
my frende Huon hathe greate nede of me / 1 pardon 
hym of all his trespas, for he hath ben suflycyentely 
ponyshyd / 7 1 wishe my eelfe with hym with an 
.CM. men well armyd / there is not in all y* worlde so 20 
noble a man as Huon is / it is 8 pytye that his herte is 
so lyght and mutable ' / than incontynent he with all 
his company were in y e cyte of Babylon, where as they 
began to slee all suche as wolde not beleue of 9 Ihesu 24 
Cryst / 10 than Oberow went to the palays with all his 
cheualrye, and euery man with his sword naked in 
11 there handes 11 / when Huon saw Oberon / he embrasyd 
hym & sayd, 1 1 ought greately to thank god and you 28 
that ye become so far of to ayde me in ail my besynes. , 
' Huon/ quod Oberon, * as ye beleue me and worke by 
my counsell, I shall not fayle you ' / than on all sydes 
they slew paynyms, men & 12 wemen & chyldren / except 32 



1 how. 



2 was. 3 with such violence. 



8 Fol. xxxvii. back. col. 2. 



great. 



9 on. 10 and. 



6 hearing, 
his hand. 



4 issued. 
7 and now. 
12 omitted. 
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suche as wolde become 1 crystenyd. Oberon came to 

the admyrall & toke hym and delyueryd hym into the oberon gives the 

Admiral into 

handy s of Huon, who had there of greate ioy / 2 than Huon's hands. 

4 Huon deniaundyd of the admyrall what he was myndyd 
to do 3 to 3 leue y* lawe of Mahounde and to 4 take cryst- 
endome. ' Huon,' quod the admyrall, ' I had rather be 
hewyn al to peaces than to take your law and to 4 for- 

8 sake myne owne ' / Oberon than sayd to Huon, * why 
do ye tary to put hym to dethl ' / than 5 Huon lyft vp 
his sworde and strake 6 ther with the admyrall, that his Hoon slays him 

Ti-i / i o ^vi i because he refuses 

hede flewe fro hys sholders / than 2 Oberon sayd to to be converted, 
12 Huow, ' Now it lyeth well in thy power to be quyte 
with 7 Charlemayne 7 / than Huon tooke y e admyralles 
hede and openyd his mouthe, and tooke out hys .iiii. and take* out his 

four great teeth, 

grete teth / and than cut of hys berde and tooke therof as *nd cuu off hu 

**** beard. 

16 myche as pleasyd hym / than Oberon sayd, 1 Now 8 thou 
hast in thy handes the admyralles teth and berde / 
looke, as well as thou louest thy lyfe, kepe them well* oberon bids Huon 

' take good care of 

'A, syr/ quod Huon, 'I requyre you 9 put theym in these trophies, 
20 suche a plase that 10 they may be well kept / 2 so that I 
may haue them 11 in tyme of nede / for I fele my selfe 
that my herte is so lyght / that 12 other I shall forgete 
them or elles lese them ' / * of this 13 thou say est,' quod 
24 Oberow, e I thynke thou spekest wyslye / 14 1 do wysh 

them in Gerames syde in suche maner that they shall and by his power 

of enchantment 

do hym no hurte / he had no soner spoken the worde / causes them to be 
but by the wytt of god and the power that he had in 16 Gerames* side so 

28 the fayrye / they were closyd in Gerames syde in suche »e« them! °° Uld 
wyse that no man coude se them / than he sayde to J£J 2* hunfrom 
Huon / ' frende, I must go to my castell of Momure / I {JjJjJ^ ukeg 
desyre you to do well / ye shall take with you Esclara- J^bWs^imtake 

32 monde, doughter to the admyrall. But I charge you ^ < ^ m ^ d0 
on payne of your lyfe, and in as myche as ye fere to France, 

1 be. 2 and. 3 ~ 3 if he would. 4 omitted. 
6 whereuppon. 6 after therwith. 7 king. 
* Fol. xxxviii. col. 1. 9 to. 10 where. 11 again. 
12 as. 13 that. 11 therefore. 16 by. 
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but avoid all 
intercourse with 
her till they are 
married at Rome. 



HUON OF BURDBUX. 



[Ca. xlvi. 



Huon promises to 
obey Oberon. 



A beautiful ship 
is made ready by 
Oberon for 
Huon's journey. 



Oberon foretells 
trreat misery for 
Huon. 



Esclaramonde is 
made a Christian, 
and Huon's 
cousin is wedded 
to a converted 
Admiral, 



displease me / that ye be not so hardy 1 to company 

with her bodely tyll 2 ye be maryed together in y* cyte 

of Home / and 8 yf thou dost the contrary / thou shalt 

fynde suche pouerte and mysery, that though thou 4 

haddest doble y e myschyefe that thou hast had sens 

thou camyst out of Fraunce, 4 it shulde 4 be no thynge 

in regarde to 6 that / that shall fall to the here after yf 

thou breke my commaundement. , ' Syr/ quod Huon, 8 

1 y* pleasure of our lord Ihcsu Cryst I shall 6 be well 

ware 6 of doynge of any thynge agaynst your pleasure. ' 

Then Oberon aparelyd a ryche shyppe, well garnyshyd 

with chambers, and hangyd so rychely that it was 12 

incredable to be herd or sene / there was no cord / but 

it was of gold and sylke / yf I shulde shew you the 

beaute and ryches of this shyppe, it shulde 7 be ouer 

longe to resyte it / whan the shyppe was foumyshyd 16 

with vytaylles / than he put therin his horses / than 

Oberon took leue of Huon, and kyssyd and embrasyd 

hym, 8 9 sore wepynge 9 / whan Huon saw hym wepe he 

had greate nieruayle, and sayd, 'Dere sir, for what 20 

cause do you wepe 1 ' * Huon/ quod he, * the thynge 

that mouyth me thus to do / is by cause I haue 10 of the 10 

grete petye / for yf thou knewest the pouerte and 

mysery that thou shalt endure / there is no membre 11 24 

thou, hast but that 12 shulde 7 trymble for fere / for I know 

for certen / that thou hast so myche to suffer / that 

18 therein is 13 none humayne tonge can reherse it ' / and 

then Oberon departyd without more spekynge / whan 28 

Huon saw Oberon departe he was rygjtt pensyue / but 

his u grete 14 youthe put hym out of his sorow / and 15 

made his ordynaunce in the cyte, and crystenyd y e 

fayre lady Esclaramonde, and after dyd marye his 32 

Cosyn Heylye 16 to an admirall of the countre who was 

1 as. 2 vntill. 3 for. 4-4 yet can it 6 of. *-* well beware. 
7 would. 8 Fol. xxxviii. col. 2. °— 9 greatly lamenting, 
w-io a f ter pi t y e> n that. 12 it. 13-13 omitted. 

14-M sweetness of. 16 Then "nee. 16 Sibilla. 
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Babylon and all that longed therto. Than he made & 
ordeyned a lytell shyppe to go with his owne shyppe, 

4 to thentent to send a lond for vytaylles whan nede 
1 requyred 1 / than he and his company went in to his 
grete shyp, & so toke leue of his cosyn that was newly 
maryed, who was ryght sorowfull for his departynge. 

8 Than they lyft 2 vp theyT say lies / and had a good 
freshe 3 wynde, and so saylled tyll they were out of the Huonandnia 

company pass t 

ryuer of Nile / & so passyd by Damiet and came in to river, 
the hye see and had wynde at wyll / and on a day 4 they' 

12 sat at dyner and made good chere / for by reason of his 
cup they had wyne at theyr pleasure. ' A, good lorde/ 
quod Huon, 'greatly I am bounde to thanke you 5 / 
that I haue such a cuppe and home and harnes 6 / for 

16 whan so cuer I wyl 7 blowe my home I can haue men 
ynow to come to ayde me / and also I haue the adray- 
ralles berde and grete teth / and 8 specyally the fayre 
lady Esclaramonde, whom I loue so parfyghtly 9 that I 9 

20 am so 10 in amoures 10 with her fayre body / that I can no Haon cannot 

_ ... , , , „ . . resist his love fi 

lenger end ll ure it / how be it, the dwarfe Oberon to Esclaramonde. 
mocke me hath 12 deffewdyd me in any wyse 12 that I 
sholde not touche her in no 13 wyse. But I wyll well 14 

24 that he knowe / that in this case I wyll not obey hym / 
for she is myn owne, therfore I wyll do with her at 
my pleasure.' whan Gerames herde hym, he sayd, 
' A, 15 syr, what wyll ye do ? Ye knowe well Oberon Gerames warns 

28 neuer as yet made any lye 16 to you 16 / but alwayes ye remember 
haue founde hym trew / for yf he had not been, 17 both romXnd* 16 *' 
you and we all had ben lost or 18 this fcyrae. And now 19 
ye wolde breke his commaundement / yf ye touche this 

32 lady or 20 the tyme come that he hath sette you, greate 

, ~ 1 should require. 3 set. 3 faire. * as. 
6 kinge Oberon. 6 armour. 7 shall. 8 but. 9-9 and. 
lo—io enamoured. 11 Fol. xxxviii. back, col. I. 
i»— 12 forbidden me strictly. 13 any. 14 after that he. 
15 Alas. 16 — 16 omitted. 17 so. 18 before, 19 againe. 20 ere. 




156 huon op burdeux. [Ca. xlvi. 

But Huon will not mysfortune shall fall therby ' / ' Gerames/ quod Huon / 
1 for you / nor for none 1 other 2 1 shall not leue 2 / but 
or 3 I departe I wyll haue of her my pleasure ; and yf 
any of you be afrayed, I am contente he shall departe 4 
in this lytell shyppe and goo where as 4 he lyst / and 
take vytayle in to it for there 5 prouysyon.' ' Syr,' 
quod Gerames, ' sen 6 ye wyll do none other wyse, I am 

Gerame* declares ryght sorowfull / and I wyll departe, and so wyll do 4 8 

he will leave the 

ship, all oure other company. Tha?i Gerames departyd out 

and with thirteen of the grete shyppe and enteryd in to y e lytell shyppe, 

men enters a 

little boat and and .xiii in his company / & Huon taryed styll with 

the lady, and whan he sawe that all his company 1 2 
was departyd, he went & made redye a bed, & sayd to 
the lady / 'dame, 7 surely I must 8 haue my pleasure of 
you* / whan she herde Huon / she fell downe sore 
wepynge, and humbly desyred Huon that he wolde for- 16 
here her company vnto 9 the tyme 10 they were 11 maryede 
together / accordynge to the promyse that he had made 
to kynge Oberon / ' fayre lady/ quod Huon, 1 none 
excuse can auayle / for it must be thus ' / than he 20 
Huon and tooke the lady and made her goo to bed / and there 
uke'their they took together theyr pleasures / he had no sonner 
pleasure together. accom pjy g j 1 y^ W y]j j "but there rose suche a meruel- 

Roon after a ous tempest / that the wawes of 12 the see semyd so greate 24 
arilei, 6 8t0rm and hye as mounteyns / and therwith it blew and thon- 
deryd and lyghtenyd that it was 18 ferefull to beholde 
the see / and the shyppe was so sore tormentyd / that 
and the ship i* 14 the shyppe brast 14 all to peces, so that there abode 15 28 

broken to pieces. 

but one pece of tymbre where apon Huon and the 
lady was / and it happyd so well for them that they 
Huon and were nere to an yle, and thether the wynde dratie 
driven on to an them / & whan they sawe 10 they were there arvuyd, 32 

island. 

1 any. *— 2 will I not forbear. 8 ere. 4 omitted. 
6 his. 6 seeing. 7 Madame. 8 now. 
• vntill. 10 that. " should be. 

12 Fol. xxxviii. back, col. 2. 13 very. ,4 ~ 14 it buret. 
16 remained. 
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and that they were on the londe, they both kneled 
downe & thankyd our lord Iesu Cryst that they 
were 1 scapyd the parell of drownynge / the other 
4 company that were in the lytell shyppe / draue at The little ship in 

which are 

auenture in the see, and they cryed to oure lorde Iesu oerames and hu 
Cryst to saue them fro drownyng / 2 they had sene well greatly distressed, 
howe the shyppe with Huon and the lady was broken Huo^Jhip M 
8 in the see, wherfore they thought surely that Huon ^£l£* he Md 
and the lady was pereshyd. Now lette vs leue spek- ^Ve E p^rilIhed 0nd * 
ynge of 8 Huon of Burdeux & of 4 y e fayre Esclaramonde. 

% How Huon and Esclaramonde aryued in 
12 an yle all naked, & howe the pyrates of 
the see tooke Esclaramonde and left Huon 
alone, and bounde his handes and fete and 
iyen. Capitulo .xlvii. 

, Han Huon and Esclaramounde sawe 
howe they were dryuen a londe all 
naked, peteously wepyng they enteryd 
in to the yle, where as theyr dwelt The uiand which 

nother man nor WOman / bllt the Esclaramonde are 

erthe was so fayre and grene that 5 ioy it was to se it / in^wumu" 1 
it 6 7 was happy for them that the wether was so fayre 
and bote / so 7 they hidde them 8 in the grene herbes, 9 

24 to then tent they shold not be parseyued / 10 the lady 

wept peteously / than 11 Huon sayd, 12 'fayre 4 lady, be Theyeeekto 
not abas8hyd / for if we dye for loue we shall not be the other, 
fyrst / for trystram dyed for the loue of the fayre Isoude, 13 

28 and she for hym ' / ami so al wepyng they clyppyd 
and kyssyd eche other, and as they lay wrappyd in 
the grene grasse / ther arueyd .x. sarazyns in a lytell 

1 bo well. 1 for. 3 of them, returning again to. 

4 omitted. 6 great. 6 Fol. xxxix. col. 1. 
7-7 it was likewise so faire & hot that 8 selues. 

• grasse. 10 still. u and. 12 vntoher. 
13 Isoluda. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. xlviL 



A little vessel 
brings 
ten Saracen 
pirates to the 
place. 



Hnon hears them 
coming to 
where he and 
Esclaramonde 

i»y. 

and rises. 



Approaching 
them he begs 
them for some 
bread. 



The pirates learn 
his sad story, 



and give him two 
loaves, 



vessell, and 1 enteryd in to the yle, *& toke 2 freshe water 
& other thynges that they nedyd / than they sayd eche 
to other, ' lette vs goo forth in to this yle and se yf we 
can fynde any aduenture ' / they 3 were pyrates of the 4 
see, and had seruyd before the admyrall Gaudys, 
father to 4 the fayre 4 Esclaramonde. Huo», who was 
with his louer in the grene herbes 5 / herd how nere to 
them was people comyng / he thought to go to them to 8 
se yf he myght get any mete. 'Dere louer/ quod 
Huon, ' I praye you goo not hense / tyll I retourne. , 
'Syr, 1 quod she, 'god be your gyde / but I requyre 
you re 6 tourne agayne shortely* / than he departyd 7 as 12 
so 7 naked as he was borne / and so came to them or 8 
they had dyned / 9 he salutyd them & desyryd them 
humblye for the loue of god to gyue hym sum brede / 
one of them answeryd & sayd / 'frrende, thou shalt 16 
haue ynough / but we praye the shew vs what aduen- 
ture hath brought the bether.' ' Syr/ quod Huon, 
' the tempest of the see hathe brought me hether, for 
the shyppe that I was in pereshyd, and all my company.' 20 

WHan they herd hym they had grete petye, and 
gaue hym .ii. loues of brede / Huon toke them 
and departyd & thanked 10 them, and 4 went 11 to his 
louer, 12 and gaue her parte of y* brede, wherof she was 13 24 
glade, then the pyrates that had gyuen Huon the brede 
sayd one to an other, • this man that is thus gone fro vs 14 
can not be but that he hath sum 15 company / therfore 
lette vs goo preuely 16 after hym, and peraduenture we 28 
shall fynde out his company, for 17 we thynk 17 yf he 
were alone he wolde not 18 haue come to vs ' / ' lette vs 
go and se/ quod all the other, 4 and not retourne tyll 
we knowe y* trouthe/ than they went all together and 32 

1 who. 2 ~~* to take. 3 those men. 4-4 omitted. 
6 grasse. 6 Fol. xxxix. col. 2. 7—7 all as. 8 before. 
9 where. 10 thanking. 11 backe. u Loue. 
13 not a little. 14 surely it. u other. 16 presently. 
17-n m ee thinkes. 18 so. 
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foolowed Huon as preuely as they coude / and whan bat they follow 

bim when he 

they came nere where as he was they saw hym and the returns to 

t> 1 a * ai_ i_ j Esclaramonde, 

lady nere 1 by hym etynge of y e brede that they had and see the tiro 

4 gyuen hym / than 2 they stode styll and aduysyd them JS^then 6 breud 
to se yf they coude haue any knolege of hym or of the 
lady. And 8 amonge them there was one that sayd, 

'Syrs, neuer beleue me, but this lady is the fayre The Saracens 

recognize 

8 Esclaramonde, doughter to the admyrall Gaudys / and Esclaramonde 
he that is with her is the same frencheman that fought because they had 
wit/* Gallaffer 4 and slew hym / and also y c admy 6 ralL Itoirmrlirourt. 
It is happy that we haue fouwde them, and specyally 

12 that he is naked, without armure, for yf that he were 
armed, oure ryues were but short ' / whan they knew 
surely 6 that it was Esclaramonde, doughter to the 
admyrall Gaudys / they than approchyd nere to them / 

16 and cryed alowde, and sayd, r * A, dame 7 Esclaramonde, They reproach 

" Esclaramonde 

your flyenge away auayleth you nothynge, for by you with the death of 

& your meanes your father hath been slayne by y e thefe 

that sytteth there by you / certenly 8 we shall brynge and threaten to 

20 you to your vncle Iuorym of mombrant / who shall uncle ivoryn, 
take of you suche correccyon that ye shalbe an en- 
sample to all other, and y* lechour that is by you 
ahalbe 2 flayne 9 all quycke 9 ' / whan the lady sawe and to kiu Huon. 

24 these paynyms, she was ryght sorowfull and sore 
dyscomfortyd / than she kneled downe and helde up 
her handes and prayed them humbly / that they wolde Esclaramonde 
haue petye on y* frencheman / and as for her owne lyfe, uH?* f ° r Huon ' 

28 she dyd put it to there 10 pleasures, other to slee her 
or to drowne her or to bryng her to her vncle. 1 And, 
8yr8, u I swere by Mahounde that if ye wyll graunt my 
request / yf I can be agreed with myne vncle Iuorym / 

32 I shall do you all suche pleasure that ye & all yours 

shall be ryche for euer after. And 12 lytell shall ye 

1 hard. 2 there. 8 Now. 4 Agrapart. 
* Fol. xxxix. back, ool. 1. 6 certainly. 7-7 Madame. 
8 therefore. before your face. 10 owne. 

u (quoth shee.) 18 for. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



|Ca. xlviii. 



but they bind his 
eyes, hands, and 

feet, 

and torture him. 



wynne by the deth of one poore man.' 'Dame, M quod 
which they agree they / ' we are well content to leue hym here ; but we 
fr 1 & % shall do hym all the shame and rebuke that we can, 

that he shall 2 remembre it 3 euer after ' / than they toke 4 
Huon / and layd hym on the grene grasse / and than 
dyd bynd 4 his iyen / 6 handes and fete / so that the 
blode brast 6 out at the 7 nayles, wherby he was in suche 
dystres that he sownyd thre tymes and peteously called 8 
on oure lorde god to haue petye of hym and to forgyue 8 
his synnes / whan the swete Esclaramonde sawe her 
louer Huon so handelyd / and that she sholde departe 
fro hym / to shew the petyefull compleyntes that she 12 
made it 9 were impossyble. Also Huon -made peteous 
compleyntes whan his louer 10 Esclaramond departyd, the 
which greuyd hym more than his owne payne that he 
8ufferyd. Now we shall leue spekynge of hym and 16 
u speke of 11 the fayre Esclaramonde. 



Esdaramonde is 
led away by the 
pirates. 



Huon is left alone 
on the island. 



% How the fayre Esclaramonde was led a way 
with the pyrates of the see / and how the 
admyrall Galaffer of Ansalerne delyueryd 20 
her out of there handes. Ca. .xlviii. 

Owe sheweth the hystory 12 whan 
these theues had taken & bound 
Huon, handes / fete & iyen / they 2 
loft hym aboue 13 in the yle, & toke 
the fayre Esclaramonde & brought 
her in to theyr shyppe / than they gaue her a gowne 
and a man tell furryd with ermyns / for they were 28 
robbers of the see, and had myche good in theyr 
shyppe / than they sayled forth nyght and day / at 




1 Ladie. 2 may. 3 for. 4 blind. 6 and binde his. 
• buret. 7 hia. 8 him. 9 Fol. xxxix. back, col. 2 
10 Loue. 11-11 say what happened afterward to. 
12 how that 18 alone. 
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last a wynd *toke them whether they wolJe or not / Eseiaramondi 

. MiU away with 

they aryued at the port of Anfalerne ; & the same tyme the saraeens. 
the admyrall there was newly rysyn fro his dyner, and ^^>7IaMen!e" 
4 stode lenynge out at a windowe in his palays / and 
then 2 he parseyuyd y* shyppe that lay at ancre in y* and the Admiral, 

seeing them from 

hanen / & saw the baners & stremers wauinge with the hie palace, 
wynde / wherby 3 he wel parseyuyd that y* shyppe per- perceives from 

, their ship that 

8 teynyd to kynge Iuoryn of Mombrant / than 4 he with thej are subject* 

* of King Ivoryn. 

his lordes went downe to the hauen. Than he cryed 

out alowde / and sayd, ' Syrs, what marchaundys haue The Admiral 

ye brought %' /'syr,' quod they, 'we haue brought me^^diie'ths 

12 sendalles & clothes of sylke / wherfore, sir, yf we shal * bip cmTr[m 
pay any tribut or custome, we are redy to pay it at 
your pleasure ' / than Galaff er, y* admirall, sayd / ' I 
know well ynough yf ye sholde pay any trybute ye 

16 sholde not chose but 5 to 6 do it. But, By re, I pray you 

tell me what damesell is thai 6 I se in your shyppe sore and who u the 

damsel with 

wepynge 1 ' * Syr/ quod they, ' it is a sclaue, a crysten them, 
woman, whom we bought at Damiet.' The lady herd They reply 

falsely 

20 well how the admyral demaundyd for her, & 7 what 
answer y* marynere had made / thaa she cryed out 
alowd and sayd, ' A, syr admyrall, for y* loue & honour 
of Mahounde I pray you haue petye on me, for I am 

24 no sclaue, for 8 I am doughter to the admyrall Gaudys bntBseUra- 

monde deolares 

of Babylone / who is deed & slayne by a frenchemaw / her parentage. 
these 9 maryners here hath taken me / & wolde carye me 
to myne vncle, kynge Iuoryn of Mombrant / and I 
28 know surely, yf he had me, he wolde byrne me 5 in a 
fyer. ,5 'Fayre ladye,' quod the admyrall, 'dysmay 
you not / for ye shall abyde with me whether they The Admiral 

w promises to 

wyll or not ' / than he commau/idyd y* marynere to release her, 
32 bryng y a lady to hym / & 8 they answeryd 10 they wolde 
not so do / than y* admirall commaundyd to take her 

1 Fol. xl. col. 1. x 2 when. 8 thereby. 4 whervppon. 
*-* omitted, • which. ' likewise. 8 but 
9 the. 10 that 
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and fight* for her fro them perforce 1 1 thaa they of the shyppe began to 

with the pirate* i 

whom he orer- make defence. But anone they were all slayne, & the 



comet. 



lady taken, & brought to the admyrall / and 2 had grete 
ioy therof / how be 3 it, he was sory by cause one of them 4 
that were in y e shyppe skapyd away & fled to Mom- 
brant / how be it, 4 y* admyrall caryd not gretely for 
it / syn 5 he had y' lady, whom he brought in to his 
palays / whan y e admirall saw her so exceeding fayre / 8 
The Admiral he was taken in 6 lone, so that incowtynent he wolde 

falls in lore with ' J 

Esciaramonde. haue maryed her after the sarazyns lawe / wherof she 
was ryght sorowf all, & sayd, ' Syr, reason it is that I do 
your pleasure, syn 5 ye haue ryd me out of y e handes of 12 

Esciaramonde these pyrates of the see. But, syr, I requyre you for 

begs him to tarry * 

a while before the loue that ye here me that ye wyll forbere your 

making her hia / J 

wife. pleasure at this present tyme / for, sir, I haue made a 

faythfull vow & promyse / that for a yere & a day fro 16 
hense forth I wyll not lye 7 nor touch any man bodely 8 / 
of 9 the whiche auow, syr, I am nowe sory 10 of for y* 
loue of you / for. 10 syr, I am ryght ioyfull that ye wolde 11 
me so myche honour as to haue me to your wyfe / oure 20 
greate god Mahounde rewarde you / and, 12 syr, for y* 
loue of hym I pray you be content tyll 13 myn auow 
be acumplyshyd' / 'fayre lady/ quod he, 'know for 
trouthe / that for the honoure of my god Mahounde, & 24 
for the loue of you, I am content to tary this yere / ye, 
& yf it were .xx. yere / than 14 to be sure of your loue.' 
1 Syr/ quod she, ' Mahounde rewarde you' / than 15 she 

she prays to sayd to her selfe, 1 A, dere lord god Jesu Cryst, humbly 28 

Christ to give her J ° , , 

strength to I requyre thee to gyue me that grace to kepe my trouth 

remain faithful to 

Huon. to my louer Huon, for or 16 I shall do the contrary I 

shall suffer as myche payne & dolowre 17 as euer woman 



1 and. 8 who. 8 Fol. xL col. 2. 4 notwithstanding. 

6 seeing. • her. 7 with. 8 boldly. 9 for. 
10-10 euen for the loue that I beare to you, but 11 will doe. 
12 now. 13 vntill. 14 then after loue. u but. 
16 ere. 17 greefe. 
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dyd / nor 1 for fere of deth I sbal neuer breke my 
trouthe.' 1 Now leue we to spcke of her, & speke 2 of 
the thefe that scapyd out of the ahyppe. 

4 % How the pyrat fled to Mombraflt to Iuoryn I 
& how he sent to defy * the Admyrall 
Galaffer of Anfaleme, and of the answer 
that he had.* Capitulo .xlix. 

E haue herd here before how the fayre 
Esclaramonde was rescued 6 by the 
Admyrall Gallaffer / and of the maner 
that she found e to kepe her selfe trew 
to Huon, & how one of the marynere New* of 
scapyd away and fled by londe, and at last 0 came to the fortune and of th# 
cyte of Mombrant, where as he founde Iuoryn, to whom Swldtaaeu 
he shewed all the hole mater as ye haue herde / and bro^'i^oryn, 
16 howe his brother y e admyral Gaudys was slayn by a Jfombnmt. 0 ' 
yong frenche knyght / and howe he & his company 
founde the sayd knyght 'and your 7 nece the fayre 
Esclaramonde / whom we g had thought to haue brought 
20 to you. 9 But 10 y e Admyrall Gallaffer bathe taken them 
fro vs by force, and hath taken our shyppe and slayn 
all your men that were within, 11 so that none scapyd but 
I alonely/ 12 whan kynge Iuoryn vnderstode y* maryner 
24 he sayd, 'A, syr ia Mahounde, how haue you sufferyd 
that my brother Gaudys hathe thus peteously be 
Blayne / and also my nece hys doughter to consent 
therto / certenly the doloure 14 that I fele at my herte 
28 constrayneth me rather to desyre 16 the 16 deth than lyfe. ivoryn i» 

... , . Indignant that tht 

And also, moreouer, to se nym that is myn owne Admiral, who is 

subget, and 15 he that 16 holdeth his londes of me / to ihouWhow hit 

kepe my nece and thus to slee ray men. Alas, I can not B»daramonde. 

l — 1 and I will neuer breake my troth for fere of deth. 
1 say somewhat 3 there. 4 Fol. xl. back, col. 1. 
6 receiued. 9 he. 7 his. 8 they. 9 him. 
10 quoth he. 11 it. 13 alone. 13 mightie. 
14 greefe. **- 16 omitted. 

M 2 



Digitized by 



Googk 



HUON OF BURDEUZ. 



[Ca. xlix. 



well saye what I sholde do therm / a lytell thyng wolde 
cause me to slee my self e.' Than in great dyspleasure 
he called his lordes, & causyd the maryner to come 
before them / & there he made hym to shew agayne all 4 
the mater before them all: 1 how his brother y* admiradl 
Gaudys was slayne, & also how the ad my rail Gallaffer / 
helde by force his nece, & how he had slayne his 
men / 2 whan the lordes had herd 8 all this, 3 they sayd 4 8 
hu iord« advise to Iuoryn, * Syr, our aduyce is that ye sholde sende 

that a mMttge 

be sent to the one of your secrete messengers to the admyrall Gallaffer / 
bidding him give & commauwd hym incontynent to sende you your 
to^voryn! nde UP nece / 5an( * to Diake araendes in that he hath slayne 12 
repletion for the y our men / an ^ * nat ne sende you worde by wTytyng 
j2o^ f hi * wnafc cause natn moued hym thus to do / and yf it be 
so that pryde doth so surmont 6 hym that he wyll not 
obey your commaundementes / than by a iust quarell 16 
ye may go and make warre vpon hym, and take fro hym 
all hys londes that he holdeth of you ' / whan Iuoryn 
vnderatode his lordes / he sayd, 4 syrs, I parseyue well 
your opynyon is good 9 / 7 than a messenger was 20 
An enToy i« tent, appoyntyd and his charge gyuen hym, & so 8 departyd, 

and arrire* at 

Anfaieme. and rode so longe that 9 he came to Anfalerne, where as 8 
he founde y* admyrall Gallaffer / whom he salutyd in 
y* name of Mahounde / <8^than he declared his message 24 
at leught / 10 whan 10 Gallaffer herd his message, he sayd, 
4 frende, go & saye to kinge Iuoryn, that as for y # 

The Admiral will delyuerauwce of his nece, I wyll not so 8 do 11 / & as for 

not obey Ivoryn's 

his men that be 12 slayne, it was 13 theyr owne foly, & 28 
as touchynge that I sholde come to hym / I wyll not 
come at hym / lette him do what he can / 14 yf he come 
& 15 assay le me I shall defende as well as I can ' / whan 
y # messenger herd that he sayd / 'str admyrall, sen 16 32 

1 both. 2 whioh. omitted. 4 thua. 

* Fol. xl. back, col. 2. 8 in. » and. 8 he. 9 till. 
10-10 but assoone as. 11 it, 12 are. . 13 through. 

14 but. 16 to. ,fl seeing. 
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ye wyll do none other wyse / in the name of our god The messenger 
Mahound, & in y 6 name of y e 1 admyrall Gallaffer, I lands with Are 
desyre you 1 / & he sendeth you worde by me that he * word ' 
4 wyll leue you nother cyte / towne, nor castell / but he 
wyll put them all to flame & fyer / nor leue you one 
fote of londe / & 2 also yf he may take you ye shall dye and himself with 

a shameful death. 

a shamfull deth.' 
8 Whan the admyrall saw howe he was defyed / 

he was more inflamed than a byrnynge fyer 
brond, & sayd to y e messenger / * go & say to thy lord The Admiral 

defies the King 

that I set no thiwge by his thretenynge / &, yf I iroryn. 

12 may know when he corny th, I shal do hym that honour 
that I wyll not abyd tyll he enter in to my countre / 
but I shal 8 mete with him before / & say vnto hym fro 
me / that yf 1 caw take hym I shal sone ryd his soule 

16 out of his body.' so y* messenger departyd / & cam 
to mombrant / 4 whan Iuoryn saw hym he sayd / ' frend, 
what sayth 5 Galaffer? wyll he sende me my need* 
t Syr,' quod the messenger / 1 he wyll not do it / he The Admiral's 

„ . , _ _ reply It reported 

20 sayth he doughtyth you no thynge / and, yf ye be so to King ivoryn. 
hardy to come & assayle hym, he wyll mete with you 
before & fyght with you, & I herd hym swere that yf 
he may take you he wyll slee you without mercy ' / 

24 whan Iuoryn herd that / he swet for anger, & was in The King is 
that case 6 he coude 7 speke no 7 worde of a longe space / 1 ^Snhl 
&, 2 whan he had sum what asswagyd his yre, he aware by or^nWerae^nd 
his god Mahouwde that he shold neuer haue ioy nor **** tha Admiral ' 

28 myrthe at his herte / tyll he had destroyed the towne 
of Anfalerne, & slayn the admyrall Galaffer / thm in 
hast he sente for all his lordes / & with them cowcludyd 
to send for all his men of warre, & gaue them day to be 

32 wttA him within .xv. dayes before Mowbrant / the 
whiche thynge was done / for at that day they were all 

*— 1 great king Iuoryn heere I defie you. 2 but 
» wiU. « where. 6 Fol. xli. col. 1. 6 that. 
T ~ 7 not speke one. 
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His army is assembled / as ye shall here 1 after. Now 2 leue thystorye 2 

assembled. J * 

to speke of them & 3 retourne 8 to speke of kiwge 
Oberon. 

% How kynge Oberon, at the request of .ii. 4 
knyghte* of the fayry called Gloryant & 
Mallebroa the mobster of the see, went 
& socouryd Huon, & carryed hym out of 
the yle Noysaunt. Ca. .1. 8 

Owe 4 sheweth thystory, 4 that Kynge 
Oberon the same tyme that Huon 
was in the yle Noisaunt / was in 
his wood where as he was accus- 12 
tomyd 6 moo8t parte for 5 to be con- 
uersauwt, by cause the place was 6 myche delectable 
& farre fro people / 7 he sat hywi down vnder a fay re 
oberon deplores oke / than 8 he began to wepe & compleyned / whan 16 
Huon, Gloryant, a knyght of y e fayry / saw hym / he had 

grete meruayle, & demaundyd of hym why he 9 made so 
gret doloure 9 / 'Gloryawt,' quod y el ° kinge Oberon / 
1 the periuryd Huon of Burdeux causeth me thus to do / 20 
and lament* that whom I haue 11 p<?rfyghtly louyd, & yet he hath 12 

lie has disobeyed 

his command- trespassyd my coramaundementes / for whan 18 1 departyd 
fro hym I causyd hym to haue the admyrall Gaudys at 
his pleasure / & also I made hym to haue the fayre 24 
Esclaramonde, y e admyralle* doughter / & also I haue 
gyuen hym my ryche home of yuory & my good cuppe / 
the whiche he hath lost by his pryde & foly / & 
therfore he hath ben ponyshyd, & 14 lyeth all naked, 28 
bounde handes & fete, & his iyen stoppyd, 15 in an yle / in 
y* whiche place I shall 16 suffre hym to dye 17 " myserably.' 

1 here. leaueth the Historic. *— 3 returneth againe. 

4-4 the history sheweth. 6 -* after where. 6 very. 
T there. 8 and. 9-9 lamented so much, 10 omitted. 
u alwayes. 12 still. 13 Fol. xli. col. 2. 14 now he. 
is blindfolded. 19 will. 17 most. 
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'A, 1 syr/ qwod Gloryant / 'for y* honoure of our lord aioruntbegt 

" Oberon have 

Jesu Cryst / call to your remerabraunce how that by mercy upon u» 
godde* own month Adam & Eue 2 was dyffendyd 2 fro knlgb1, 

4 y* etynge of 8 fruyte that was in paradyce / 4 the whiche 4 
by theyr fragylyte brake godde* comniauwdeme/it ; how 
be it, our lord god had grete petye of them, & therfore, 
«>, I praye you haue pyte of Huon ' / than Mallebron 

8 stept forth & sayd, ' A, 5 sir, for y* honour & reuerence M»i«bron beg* 

' permit*! on to go 

of our lord god I desyre you to grannt me this one tohuaid. 
tyme that I may go & ayde hym* / whan Oberon saw 
how he was sore 6 desyryd of Gloryant & Mallebron, he 

12 was sore dyspleasyd; 7 he answeryd & 7 sayd / ' Malle- 
bron, it pleaseth me 8 well that this caytyue Huon, who oberon grant* 
endureth 8 myche payne, be vysytyd by thee, 9 for y* request und«r 
which 9 I condempne thee to be .xxviii. yeres a monster oondition*. 

1G in y 6 see, beside .xxx. yere that thou art inioynyd to all 
redy / but 10 I wyll 11 thou gyue hym none other counsell 
nor ayde / but alonely to bero hym out of y # yle that He is to place 

iiiti Huon on the 

he is in, & to set hym on y e mayne londe / than let main land, 
20 hym go whether that 12 he wyl, for I desyre neuer more 

to se hym. Also I wyll 11 thou brynge agayne to 18 me and to bring buck 

J J J * ~* J to Oberon his cup, 

my ryche home of yuory and my ryche cuppe and my horn and armour. 
harnes 14 / feche them theyr, as he 15 lost them.' 'A, 6 

24 air,' quod Gloryaunt, 16 1 grcate payne ye put hym vnto, 
whan for so small 17 offence ye are so sore displeasyd with 
Huon / & as for the harnes 14 that ye wolde haue agayne, 
ye know well howe Huon of Burdeux dyd conquere 

28 it / he had ben lost yf it had not bene / grete yll 
ye shall do yf ye cause hym not to haue it agayne. 
18 But, syr, sen 19 1 haue lycence to brynge hym out of the 
yle, I pray you shew me in what plase is the yle where 

1 Not so. 2 -" 1 were forbidden. 8 the. 4-4 yet they. 
5 alas. 6 so earnestly. 7 ~ 7 and answering. 

8 so. 9 ~ 9 therefore. 10 now. 11 that. 
u omitted. 13 vnto. 14 armour. u hath, 
w Mallabron. 17 an. » Fol. xli. back, col. 1. 
19 since. 
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The Island where 
Huon lies is 
called Noysant. 



If alabron finds 
Hoon there. 



end unbinds him. 



Mslabron tells 
him Oberou's 



Hoon complains 
of Oberou's , 
hardness of 
heart. 



as he is.' Than Gloryant sayd / • brother Mallebrone / 
this yle is nere to 1 helle, & is callyd the yle Noysaiit ' / 
i well,' quod Mallebron, ' than I co?nmend you all to 
our lorde Ihem cryst* / and so 2 departyd and came to 4 
the see syde / 8 whan he cam there he lept in to the see 
and began to swym as fast as the byrde flyeth in the 
eyer / and so aryuyd in y* yle Noysaunt / and so came 
to 1 Huon / whom he founde sore wepynge, and sayd / 8 
4 syr Huon, I pray our lorde Ihesu Cryst to socoure & 
ayde thee. 1 * A, very 4 god,' quod Huon, • who is it 6 that 
speketh to 1 me1' / 'Huon/ quod he, 'I am a man 
who loueth the, and am called Mallebron, & am a 12 
best of the see who hathe or 6 this tyme borne the ouer 
the salt water to Babylon.' 'A, Mallebron, dere 
brother/ quod Huon, ' I requyre the vnbynd me & 
brynge me out of this dolouros payne ' / ' with a ryght 16 
good wyll/ quod Mallebron / than he dyd vnbynde 
hym and openyd his iyes / whan Huon saw that he was 
ryght ioyfull / & demaundyd who sent hym thether / 
1 Huon/ quod he, • know for trouthe 5 / it was kinge 20 
Oberon, & where as I was condemnyd before to be a 
best of the see xxx yere, nowe for thy sake I must 
endure so .xxviii. yere more / yet I care not for the 
payne / for y e loue that I here to 1 the ; there is no payne 24 
impossyble to 1 me to bere / but I must here 7 agayne to 1 
Oberon the ryche home & cuppe & harnes 8 / for so I 
haue promysyd kyng Oberon to do.' ' A/ quod Huon, 
' 1 pray to our lorde Ihesu Cryst to confounde y # 28 
dwarf e who hath causyd me to endure all these paynes / 
for so small an occasyon 9 / s Huon/ quod Mallebron, 
* ye do yll to say soo / for ye haue no soner spoken it / 
but that kynge Oberon doth know it ' / ' certenly/ quod 32 
Huon, ' I care not what he can do ; he hath done me 
so myche yll that I can neuer loue hym / but, 8*V, I 



1 vuto. 2 he. 
6 before. 



3 and. 



4 deare. 
8 armour. 



6 that. 
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pray the tell me yf thou *wylt bere me hense, or elles 
whether that I shall 2 byde here for euer ' / ' frend,' quod 
Mallebron, ' I shall 3 bere thee out of this yle & sette the 

4 on y 6 mayne londe / other ayde may I not do the ' 4 / 
than Mallebron tooke on 6 hym agayne his bestes skyn, 
& sayd, 4 str, lepe vp apon me' / than Huon lept vp on 
his crope* as naked as euer he was borne / than 4 / 

8 Mallebron lept in to y* 7 <fe began to swym, & came to 

with Huon to Uie 

the mayne londe / & sayd / * frend Huon, more sernyce main umt. 

and (bene loftvtt 

can I not do to 8 thee at this tyme / but I recommaunde 
thee to y e kepinge of our lorde god, who sende thee 

12 comforte /I 9 must go & seke for the home / cuppe & him to go in 
harnes 10 / j* which thou wert wont to haue & enioy / horn, cap Mid 
& I to 11 bere them to 8 kinge Oberon, 1 * thus haue I ummr ' 
promysyd to do ' / & 9 / Huon was there all alone & 

16 naked / & u peteously compleynyd, 14 & sayd, 'A, good Hoon prays to 
lorde, I requyre thee to ayde me / I know not where I him £ hiT 0 ^ 
am, nor whether I may go, yet yf I had clothea to k^***™***' 
couer my naked skyn I shuld haue sum comforte, 15 & 

20 to 15 go & seke sum aduenture / greatly I ought to hate y* 
croked dwarfe Oberon, who hath brought me in 16 all this 
payne / but by y* fayth that I owe to 8 god, sen 17 he 
hath left me thus / from hense forth to do hym the >nd declares he 

_ will avenge tht 

24 more spyte I shall make lyes ynowe / 1 shall not leue for wrongs that 
hym / rTtot 18 1 recowmau/ide hym 9 / to a .CM. deuelles* / him?" d ° ,l# 
whan he had ben there a certen spase all alone / he 
arose & lokyd al about hym, to se if he myght perseyue 

28 any man passe by / by 19 whom he myght haue any 
socoure / 12 he was nere famyshyd for lake of sustenaunce, 
how be it, he thought to departe thense to seke sum 
aduenture / he went on his way ; he went so farre that Hnon journeys on 

1 Fol. xli. back, col. 2. 8 must. 3 will. 4 and. 
6 vppon. 6 backe. 7 Sea (omitted in Crawford MS.). 

8 vnto. 9 now. 10 armour. 11 am. 18 for. 
13 omitted. 14 complayning. 1& - 16 for then I might. 
16 to. 17 seeing. 18 whom. 

19 from. 
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[Ca. li 



in hope of I 

fortunate 

adventure. 



he founde an aduenture / such as ye shall here / for 
our lord Jhesn cry at neuer f orgetteth his frendes. 1 



He sees an old 

man sitting 
under an oak tree 
in a fair meadow. 



Food and wine 
are spread out 
before him. 



At his side lie a 
harp and a viol. 



The minstrel 
offers Huon 
clothing and 
food. 



The minstrel 
is a man of 
sorrow, 




% How Hiioji foiiflde a mi^strell, who gaue 
hym cloth inge & mete, & toke Huon with 4 
hym as his varlette, & went to Mombrant. 

Ca. .li. 

Han Huon had gone a greate way he 
beheLle on his ryght hande / and sawe 8 
nere hym a lytyll wood by a fayre 
medow side, and therin was stondyng 
a grete oke full of leues / & there 
beside was a clere founteyne, and there he saw an 12 
aunsyent man with why te heres syttynge vnder the oke / 
& before hym he had a lytel cloth sprede a brode on 
the grasse / & theron flessh & brede & wyne in a botell / 
whan Huon saw the old man / he came to 3 hym / & y e 16 
aunsyent man sayd, ' A, thou wylde man, I pray the 
for y* loue of mahounde do me no hurt / but take 
mete & drynke at thy pleasure* / whan Huon saw 
hym / he spyed lyeng beside hym an harp and a vyall 20 
wheron he coude well play, for in all pagany there was 
no mynstrell lyke him / ' frende/ quod Huon, ' thou 
hast namyd me ryght / for a more vnhappy 4 than I am 
ther is none lyuynge ' / ' frende/ quod y* mynstrell, 24 
' go to yonder male & open it, & take what thou, lykest 
best to couer thy naked skyn / than come to me & ete 
at thy pleasure 1 j € syr/ quod Huon, 1 good aduenture 
is come to 8 me thus to fynde you / mahounde rewarde 28 
you ' / ' syr/ quod the mynstrell, 4 1 pray the come & 
ete wt'tft me, & kepe me company / for thou shalt not 
fynde a more sorowfull 4 than I am.' 'By my fayth,' 
quod Huon, *" a company on of your owne sort hauo y* 32 



1 seruantes. 2 Fol. xlii. col. I. 3 vnto. 
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founde / for there was neuer man tliat hath sufferyd so 
myche pouerte as I laude 1 be to 2 hym that fourmyd 
me / but sen 8 I haue founde- mete to ete, blyssyd by y* and Hnon thanks 
4 owre that I haue founde you / for ye seme to be a good weioome. 
man ' / thaw Huon went to y* male and tooke clothes, 
& than came to 2 the mynstrell & sat downe, & dyd ete 
& diynke as myche as pleasyd hym / the mynstrell 
8 behelde Huon, & saw how he was a fayre yong man 
& 4 courtey8 / & than he demaundyd of hym whore he The minstrel 
was borne, & by what aduenture he was aryued there pSnuld to Wrth 
in that case that he was in / whan 6 H«iow herde how the * d%entuw •• 

1 2 mynstrell demaundyd of his estate / he began to study 
in hymselfe whether he shulde she we the trouthe or 
eles to lye / than he callyd on* our lord god & sayd, 
'a, good lorde, yf I shew this man the trouthe of 

16 rayne aduenture I am but deed. A, 7 Oberow, for a 
small offence thou hast left me in thys case, for 8 yf I 
shew the trouthe of my lyfe to this man I am but deed ; 
I shall neuer trust the more / but I wyll 8 put al my 

20 dedes 9 in god / for the loue that I haue to my louer 10 

thou hast me in hate / but sen 8 it is so, as often as I Huon revives to 
haue nede I shall lye, nor I shall not leue it for fere of defiance or 
the / but rather do it in dyspyght of the ' / than Huon warning. 

24 sayd to the mynstrell, * Syr, ye haue demaundyd of 
myne estate, and as yet I haue made you none answer / 
the trouthe is, I fynde my self so wel at myn ease that 
I forgat to answer you / but I shal 8 shew you, sen 8 

28 ye wold know it / syr, of certen I am 11 borne of 12 the He declares that 

he was born In 

countre of auiryke / and fell in company with dyuers Africa, 
merchauntes by the see in a shyppe, thynkynge to haue 
sayled to Damiet / but a grete mysfortune fell apon vs ; 
32 there rose suche an orryble tempest that our shyppe and was 
pereshyd, and all that 18 with in it none scapyd but I, and his way to 

Damietta. 

1 praise. * vnto. 8 seeing. 4 a. * Fol. xlii. col. 2. 
•to. T and king. 8 now. 9 trust. 10 Loue. 
11 was. 12 in. 13 were. 
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The minstrel 
tolls how his 
name is Mouflet, 



and how his 
master was tlie 
Admiral 
Uatidisse, 
whom a 
Frenchman 
basely slew. 



Huon says his 
name is Salater. 



The minstrel 
laments his 



and longs to 
revenge himself 
on his master's 
murderer. 



Bat he invites 
Salater to follow 
him to the 
court of King 
Ivoryn, the 
brother of 
Gaudisse. 



I thanke mahounde that I am scapid alyue, therfore I 
desyre you now to shew me your aduenture as I haue 
shewyd you myno' / 'frende/ quod the mynstrell, 
' sen 1 ye wyil know it / know for trouthe I am namyd 4 
Mouflet / I am a mynstrell, as thou seest here by myne 
instruments / and I say to 2 the that fro hense to the 
red see there is none so connynge in all instruments as 
I am / and I can do many other thynges / and the 8 
doloure that thou seest me make is by cause of late I 
haue lost my good lorde and mayster, the admyrall 
Gaudys / who was slayne myserablye by a vacabounde 
of Fraunce callyd Huon / that mahounde shame hym / 12 
and brenge hym to an yll deth, 8 for by hym I am fallen 
in to pouerte and mysery. I pray the tell me thy 
name 1 / ' Syr/ quod Huon, i my name is Salater/ 
'Well/ qwod the mynstrell, 'Salater, dysmay the not 16 
for the grete pouertes that thou hast sufferyd / thou 
seest what aduenture Mahounde hath sent the / thou 
art nowe better arayed than thou wert / yf thou wylt 
folowe my couwsell thou shalt haue no nede / thou 20 
arte fayre & yonge / thou oughtest not to be dys- 
mayed / but I that am old and au?isyent haue cause to 
be dyscomfortyd / sen 1 in myne old dayes I haue lost 
my lord and mayster, the admyrall Gaudys, who dyd 24 
me so mych good and profyte / I wold it pleasyd 
mahounde that he that slew hym were in my power 9 / 
whan Huon herde that he spake no worde, but cast 
downe his hede. ' Salater/ quod the mynstrell, * sen 1 28 
my lord is deed, I wyll goo to Mombrant to kynge 
Iuoryn / to shewe hym the deth of his brother, the 
admyrall Gaudys / and yf thou wylt abyde with me so 
that thou wylt here my fardell and harp a fote / or 4 it be 32 
halfe a yere past I waraunt 6 thou shalt haue a horse / 
for whan so euer thou shalt here me play vpon my 



1 seeing. 



2 vnto. 
4 ere. 



3 Fol. xlii. hack, col. 1. 
6 thee. 
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instrumentes / all the herers shall take therin suche 
pleasure / that they shall gyue me bothe gownes & 
mantelles, so that thou shalt haue myche a do to truss 
4 them in my male/ lt A/ after 1 quod Huon, 'I am 
content to serue you and to do all your cowmaunde- 
mentes.' Than Huon tooke the male in 2 his necke & Huon ibiiow. 

Mouflet ss his 

the harpe in his hande / and Mouflet, his mayster, bare •errant. 
8 the vyall / & thus the mayster and the seruaunt went 
on there way to go to Mombrant. ' A, good lord,' 
quod Huon, 1 my herte ought to be sorowfull when I 
se myselfe in this case / that now I must become a 

12 mynstrelles varlet. goddes curse haue Oberon the 
dwarfe, who hath done me all this anoyaunce. 8 Alas, 
yf I had nowe my good hemes 4 / my home / and my 
cuppe 6 1 wold reken all the sorow that I haue enduryd 

16 at 6 no thynge. A, 7 whan I had .xiii. knyghtes to seme 
me, how is the 8 chaunse now tournyd that 1 9 must serue 
a pore mynstrelV whan Mouflet herd Huon make 
suche sorow within hymselfe he say d / ' dere brother Mouflet consoles 

20 Salater, take good comfort / for 10 or it be 10 to morow at who weeps 
nyght, thou shalt se y* good chere that shalbe made to ntue^toesuto. 
me / wherof thou shalt haue parte / & of all y* goodes 
that I can gette.' ' Mayster/ quod Huon, ' mahounde 

24 re ward e you for the goodnes that ye haue shewyd me / 
& shall do ' / thus the mayster & the seruant went 
forth to gether deuysynge. at last Huon spied be- 
hynde them comyng certen men of armes holdynge Fire hundred 

28 the way to Mombrant. * Mayster/ quod Huon / 'here themoVtbeir 
behynde vs are commynge men in armure, I know not ^ 0tt^,ley, 
yf 11 they wyll do vs any hurt or not ' ' Salater/ qt^od 
Mouflet / ' be not abashyd / we wyl abyde here & 

32 know whether they wyll go ' / & with in a while the 
men of warre came to them / who were in nombre a 12 

w 'Well, Sir.' 2 on. 3 trouble. * armour. 
8 Fol. xlii. back, col. 2. • as. 7 But. 8 this. 
• myself. before. " whether. u omitted. 
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who are also 

proceeding to 
Mombrant. 

They tell Huon 
how they are 
going to join 
King Ivoryn'i 
army, 
which he ia 
assembling to do 
battle with the 
Admiral who 
holds 

Esclaramonde at 
Anffclerne. 



Huon propose* to 
Mouflet that they 
should go to the 
war. 

The minstrel 
refuses, 

and arrives at 
King Ivoryn's 
court. 



.v.c. persons / the mynstrell salutyd them and sayd, 
'Syrs, I pray you shew me wheder ye wyll go* / 
4 frond,' quod one of them / * by cause we se that ye be 
a ientyll mynstrell I shall shewo you / we are goynge 4 
to kynge Iuoryn of Mom brant / who wyll 1 go and 
make ware vpon y e admyrall Gallaffer / by cause that 
now of late / the damesell Esclaramonde, doughter to 
the admyrall Gaudys, passyd by Anfalame / who sholde 8 
haue ben brought to her vncle, kynge Tuoryn of Mom- 
brant / but the admyrall Gallaffer toke her by force / 
& slew all them that lede her / & hath maryed the 
fayre Esclaramonde / wherof kyng Iuoryn is as sorow- 1 2 
full as may be / & for that cause we be sent for by 
kynge Iuoryn / who is 2 in mynde 2 to assemble all his 
power / to go & dystroy y e admyrall Galaffer. Now I 
haue shewyd you the cause of our goynge to the cy te 1 6 
of Mombrant' 

% 8 Howe Huon and his mayster Mouflet 
aryued at Mombrant, and how Huon spake 
with kyng yuoryn. Cap. .lii. 20 

, Hen Huon of Burdeux vnderstode the 
paynyms how they were goynge where 
as 1 the lady Esclaramonde was / he was 
surprysed, 6 and sayde to his mayster / 24 
4 vr, I requyre you let vs go to the 
warre with them ' / * salater/ quod Mouflet, • beware 
what thou say est / for there 8 as warre is I wolde not 
come there for ony thynge.' Thus they wente forthe 28 
tyll 7 they came to Mombrant / and wente strayte to the 
palayes, where as he 8 founde kynge yuoryn & all his 
barons / when the mynstrell sawe hym / he saluted hym 
in the name of Mahounde / and sayd, 4 syr, I am ryght 32 
dolorous for the newes that I brynge you / for, syr, 

1 needs. *— a minded. * Fol. xliii. col. 1. 4 omitted, 
6 with ioye. 6 where. 7 vntill. 8 they. 
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your brother, my lorvle & mayster, tlie Admyrall 
Gaudys / is pyteously slayne.' 4 Mouflet/ quod 
yuoryn, * these newes hathe ben broughte to 1 me be- 
4 fore this tyme, wherof I am sory 2 / & also I am sory 
for my nece, the fayre Esclaramonde / who is kept 
fro me / by y* Admyrall Galafer / & for ony message 
that I can sende to hym / he wyll not sende her 8 to 
8 me. But by the faythe that I owe to my god 
Mahounde, I shall make hym suche warre that the The King 
memory therof shall be had a hondred yere hereafter / intention of 
for I shall leue hym neuer a fote of lande, but I shall lllmtoUnd 

12 brynge all in to fyre and flame / aud clene dystroy hym ; Kwlar * raonde » 
and in the dyspyte of his teth I wyll se my nece _ 
Esclaramond / and yf I may gete her I shall cause her 
to be stryken all to peces, and brynne 4 her in to asshes / 

1 6 for my broder is deed by a vyllayne of Frauwce on 6 whom 

she was amorous.' whan Huon herde him 8 speke of his whose father fell 
lady / his herte rose, and made promyse in hymself e / her French lover, 
that or 7 the moneth were past he wolde go & se her or 8 

20 fynde the maner 9 to speake with her / then kyng 
yuoryn called Mouflet the mynstrell, & sayd, 4 frend, I 
pray thee do some thyng to make me mery, for by King ivoryn a»i» 
reason of the dyspleasure that I haue had my ioye is him merry. 

24 lost / therfore it were better for me to take some myrth 
then to be long in sorow ' / 4 syr/ quod Mouflet, 4 1 am 
redy to do your pleasure ' / then he toke his vyall & 
playde therof in suche wyse that it was grete melody 

28 to here it / for all the paynyms that were there had The minstrel 

plays on hie viol, 

grete ioye & myrth, & made grete fees t 10 / when Huon 

herde it he sayde, * good lord, I requyre the that this »nd the mneic so 

charms the 

grete ioy may turne to me, as to here some good newes Paynim hearers 
32 of her whom I desyre 11 sore to se.' wherc the mynstrell 
had fynysshed his songe / the paynyms dyde of theyr 

1 vnto. 2 much agree ued. 3 backe. 4 burne. 
6 vppon. 6 Fol. xliii. col. 2. 7 ere. 8 and, 
• meanes how. 10 feasting. 11 so. 
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that they give 
Moaflet many 
preaenta of 
clothing. 



Ivoryn aayt that 
Huon ia too fldr 
to eerrea 
mlnatraL 



Moaflet telle 
how he ■uccoared 



iToryn warns 
Moaflet that Hnon 
will rob hint of 
his property, 
and kill him 
when he ia rich. 



clothes / and some gaue hym ther gownes / and some 

theyr mantelles / he thought hymselfe ryght wel happy 

that coulde gyue the mynstrell ony thynge. Huon had 

ynough to do to gather togyther the clothes that were 4 

gyuen hym, and he put them in to his male / wher of 

Huon was ioyfull bycause he sholde haue the one half e. 

Kynge yuoryn behelde Huon, & sayd to 1 them that were 

about hym / 1 grete domage it is that so fayre a yonge 8 

man sholde serue a mynstrel ' / * syr kyng/ 2 quod 

Mouflet, ' be not abasshed though this yonge man do 

serue me, he hathe cause so to do / for when youre 

broder was dede I departed fro thens to come hyther, 1 2 

and by the way I founde a grete oke, vnder the whiche 

I sate downe to rest me, and therby was a fayre 8 

fountayne / fayre and clere / there I spred abrode a 

towel on the grene 2 grasse / and set theron brede and 1 6 

suche meate as I had, and drynke 4 / and the same 

tyme / this yonge man aryued & cam to 1 me al naked / 

& prayed me for the loue of Mahound to gyue hym 

some of my brede, 6 and so I dyde, and clothed hym as 20 

ye se / & I dyde so moche for hym that he promysed 

to serue me and to bere my fardel and my harpe / and 

more ouer, when I cam to ony passage of water he 

wolde caste me in his necke as lyght as though I had 24 

ben nothynge / he is so stronge, & bere me ouer ' / * a, 

poore caytife,' quod kyng yuoryn, ' hast thou lyued so 

long & can not pereeyue why he doth it 1 / he abydeth 

tyll 6 thou haste goten some ryches, and then he wyll 28 

cut thy throte and cast thee in 7 the ryuer, and then go 

away with all thy ryches / cause hym to come & speke 

with me ' / ' syr/ quod Mouflet, ' he shal come to you,' 

and so 8 called Huon, and broughte hym to kynge 32 

yuoryn. 'A, frende,' quod the kyng, 'I pray thee 

shew me where thou were borne / for I haue pyte of the 

1 vnto. 1 omitted. 9 greate. * as I had. 
* Fol. xliii. back, col. 1. • vntill. * to. • he. 
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to se the in so low estate as to be varlet to a mynstrell / The King can. 

Huon and aaka 

it were better for the to sirue some prynce / or helpe him why be is 

hol ding so mean ; 

to kepe a towne / or a castell, rather then thus to lese poet. 

4 thy tyme / 1 wote not what I shold thinke therm. But 
that it semeth to be 1 / for 2 that thou arte of a faynte 
corage. what hathe moued the thus to do ? / thou seest 
thy mayster hath nothynge but that he geteth with his 

8 vyal ; canst thou fynde none other crafte 3 to lyue by 
more honestly ? ' ' Syr/ quod Huon, * I can craftes 
ynow / the whiche I shall name to 4 you yf ye wyl here 
me'/' say on,' quod yuoryn, * for I haue gret desyre 
12 to know what thou canstc do / but of one thynge I 
aduyse the: make no vaunt of ony thynge without thou. 
canst do it in dede / for in euery thynge I wyll proue 
tftee.' 9 Syr/ quod Huon. ' I can mew a sparhawke / Huon teiia the 

craft* he knows. 

16 and I can chase theherte / & the wyld bore, and blowe 
the pryce, and serue the hound es of theyr ryghtes, and 
I can serue at the table before a grete prynce, and I can 
playe at chesse and tables as well as ony other can do / 

20 nor I neuer founde man coulde wynne of me yf I lyst. 



% 6 How kynge Iuoryn caused his doughter 
6 play at the chesse with Huon, 7 on the 7 
co»dycyon that yf he were mated he shold 
24 lese his heed, & yf she were mated / Huon 
shold 8 lye with her all nyght 8 / and how 
Huon wan the game. Cap. .liii. 

Hen kync; yuoryn herd Huon he sayd, ivoryn cannot 

believe that Huon 

' holde the to this, for I shall proue has so many 

■ i« accomplishments. 

whether it be true that thou sayest or 
' / 'yet, 8yr, 9 I pray you let me 
shew forther what I can do / & then 

8 omitted, 3 meanes. 




6 Fol. xliii. back, col. 2. 

haue her loue. 

CHARL. ROM. VI. 
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assaye me at youre pleasure.' 'By Mahouwde,' quod 
the kynge, 'I am content 1 thou shewest 1 al that thou 
canst do.' 1 Syr,' qwod Huon, ' I can ryght wel arme 
me / & set the helme on my hede / & here a shelde & 4 
spere / & rynne & galop a hors / & when it cometh to 
the poynt 2 ther as 2 strokes shold be gyuen, ye may well 
sende forth a worse then I. Also, syr, I can ryght wel entre 
in to ladyes chambres to embrace & to 3 kys them, & to 8 
do 4 the rest yf nede were' 4 / 'frende,' qwod yuoryn, 
He wiu make 1 by that 5 I here by thee thou canst do mo thynges then 
knowledge of shold torne to good / but to proue the I shall cause 
H>ihidi play thee to be assayed at y* playe of the chesse. I haue a 12 
daughter. fay re dough ter with whom I wyll thou shalt play, *on 
if he win he y 6fl co/idycion that yf she wynne 7 thou shalt lese thy 

•hall lie with her, , , , 0 , , * , _ 

and if he lose hede / & yf thou canst mate her 7 I promyse 8 that thou 

h^ahaii eoreij faxxe her 9 one nyght in thy bed / to do 9 wtt/i her 16 

at thy pleasure, & a .C. marke of money there witA.' 
' syr,' quod Huon, ' yf it were your pleasure I wolde 
be glad to forbere that enterpryce ' / ( by Mahound,' 
quod y* kyng, * it shall be none other wyse, com ther of 20 
what wyll' / in y* mene seson that this bargen was 

The maiden if makynge / a paynym went in to y* ladyes chamber & 
shewed her howe there was with the kynge her fader a 
yonge man, & 10 had made promyse how he shold play at 24 
y* chesse with her, 6 on y* 8 condycyon that yf he lese 11 y* 
game / 12 he shall 13 lese his hede / & yf he 14 wynne, then 
16 to haue her all nyght in his bed to do his pleasure 18 / 

she learn* how & a C. marke of money / 16 ' & dame,' 16 qwod he, ' I ensure 28 

iwtr Huon la. 

you he that shall play agaynst you is the moost 3 fay rest 
man that euer I sawe / pyte it is that he shold be 
a verlet to a mynstrel as he is ' / ' by Mahounde,' qwod 

1-1 that thou shalt shew. *— 2 where. 8 omitted. 
4 — 4 them any seruioe. 6 which. * vpon. * then. 
8 thee. •— 9 to thy wife, to repose. 10 who. n lost 
12 Fol. xliiii. col. 1. 13 should then. 14 chaunoed to. 
**- 16 he to haue you to his wedded wife. 
m-m But, Madam. 
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y € lady, ' I holde my father a fole when he thynketh 
tJiat I shold sufifre a man to dye for wynnynge of 
a game at chesse.' Then yuoryn sent for his dough ter 
4 by .iL kynges, who brought her to y* kynge her father / 
then yuoryn sayd, • Dough ter / thou must play at King ivoryn uiu 
chesse with this yong varlet that thou seest here / SO of the ffime, 
that yf thou wynne ^e shall lese his heed / & yf he 
8 wynne 1 I wyll that he shall 2 lye with thee one nyght 2 
to do with thee at his pleasure.' 'Father/ qtiod y e 
lady, 1 s)m 3 this is your pleasure, it is reason that I do it 
whether I wyll or not ' / then she behelde Huon, whom and at tight of 
12 she saw 4 ryght fayre, & sayd to her selfe, 'By himmadiy. 
Mahounde, for the grete beaute that I se in this yonge 
man, I wolde this game were at an ende, so that I were 
5 a bed with hym all nyght.' 5 

Ill the lady was come theyr places Hum ami the 
were made redy / then she & Huon jj|^ >Itdownto 
s.ite downe, & the 6 kynge yuoryn & all 
the 7 barons sat downe aboute them to 
20 ^^^^S^? se them play / then Huon sayd to the 
kynge / ' sir, I requyre you / that you nor none other 
do speke in our game / nother for y e one party nor for 
y e other ' / 4 frende/ quod the kynge / ' haue no doute 
24 therof ' / & for more suerte the kynge caused to be silence i» 
cryed 8 thorow 9 all y* palays that none sholde be so epecutoriT 
hardy 10 to speke one worde on 11 payn of deth / then y e 
chesse were made redy ; then 12 Huon sayd, 'lady, what 
28 game wyl ye play at ] ' ' frende/ qnod she, ' at y* game 
accustomed, that is, to be mated in y e corner ' / then 
they both began to study for y* fyrst draught / ther 
were paynyms that beheld Huon / but he cared not for 
32 ony of them / but studyed on his game, y* whiche they 

had begon, so that Huon had lost parte 18 of his pawnes, ^^ B lo,w 8ume 

1 then. *-* be thy husband. 8 seeing. 4 to be. 
«—* his wedded wife. 0 omitted. T his. 8 proclaymed. 
• out 10 as. 11 vpon. 12 and. n Fol. xliiii. col. 2. 
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wher with he chau/iged coloure & blusshed as rede as 
— a rose / the da?nsell perceyued him, & sayd, ' frende, 
wheron do ye thynke ye are nye 1 mated / anone my 
fader wyl stryke of your hede* / ' dame/ 2 quod he, 'as 4 
yet y e game is not done / grete shame shall your father 
haue, when ye shall lye all nyghte in myn armes, & I 
beyng but a varlet 3 to a pore mynstrell ' / when the 
barons herde Huon say so they began all to laugh. 8 
The maiden And the lady who was 4 surpry8ed with the loue of 

neglect* the game 

fer love of Huon, Huon for 5 y e grete beaute that she sawe in hym, so* 
that she nye forgate all her play to thynke of Huon, 7 
and ie at length 8 so that 8 she lost y 6 game / wherof Huon was y ioyfull / 12 

checkmated. 

& called y* king, & sayd, ' sir, now may ye se how I can 
play / for 10 yf I wyll 11 a lytell more study 12 / 1 wolde 18 
mate your doughter where as I lyst / when the kyng 
iroryn ie angry sawe that he sayd to his doughter / 'a ryse, cursed be 16 
daughter. y* houre that euer 6 I gate the / for grete dyshonour 
thou hast 14 done to me, 16 when so many grete men 
thou hast mated, 15 & now I se here before me 16 that 
a mynstrelles varlet hathe mated the ' / ' sir,' quod 20 
Huon reieaeee her Huon, ' trouble not your self f or that cause / as for the 
he had made* 6 ' wager that I sholde wyn therby, I am content to 
with the King. ^qqq ft quy te ; let youre doughter go in to her chambre 

& sporte her with her damselles at her pleasure, & 24 
I shall go & serue my mayster y* mynstrel.' ' frende,' 
quod the kyng, 1 yf thou wylt shewe me this curteyse, 
I shall gyue the a .C. marke in money ' / ' sir,' quod 
Huon, ' I am content with youre pleasure * / & y e lady 28 
The maiden went her way sorowf ull, & sayd to her selfe / ' a, false 
•eu^nee of faynted hert, Mahounde confounde the / f or yf I had 
Huon. knowe that thou woldest thus a 17 refused my company 

1 almost. * Madame. 3 seruant. 4 bo. 
6 in regard of. 6 omitted. 7 him. 8 ~ 8 wherby. 

• right. 10 but * would. 
12 fttudie but before a lytell more. 15 could. 14 now. 
lft— w that heretofore hast mated so many great men. 
16 my face. 17 haue. 
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I wold haue mated the / & then thou haddest lost thy 
hed ' / thus y* mater passyd tyl y* next daye / than kyng 
yuorin made x a crye 1 thorow 2 all the cyte that euery ivoryn orders Ms 

** 1 Army to prepare 

4 man sholde be armed & mounted on theyr horses, & for battle. 

that it was his mynd to set forward toward his enemyes. 

then euery man armed them & mounted on 8 theyr 

horses; many helmes gletred agaynst the sonne / & 
8 many trompettes & taboures began to sowne / suche 

brute was made in the cyte that it was meruayle to 

here it. 




% How that 4 Huon was aryued 6 & mounted 
12 on a poore horse, and went after the army 
to anferlerne. Ca. liiii. 

Hen Huon sawe howe he had not wher- 
with to arme him his hert mourned 
ryght sore / for gladly he wolde a 6 gone 
forth with other yf he myght haue 7 
ony hors to ryde 8 on / 9 he came to kyng Huon begs for a 
yuoryn, & sayd, ' syr, I requyre you let me haue a hors armour in order 
20 & harnes 10 / that I may go with you to y e batay le / & battle, 
then shall ye se how I can ayde you ' / ' frende,' quod 
yuorin, ' I am content 11 ye come 12 with me' / then the 
kyng commaunded one of his chamberlaynes to delyuer 
24 him 18 hors & harneys, 10 & y* chamberlayn sayd / ' sir, The King's 
beware what ye do / for often tymes suche fleynge doubts Huon, and 
vacabondes are of 18 lyght corage / yf he haue 13 hors & the™raKoT* y ^ 
harneys 10 / he may as sone go to your enemyes parte as 
28 to kepe with you / sir, 14 neuer trust me but he is some 
counterfeyt varlet' / when the kynge herde him 16 / he 
sayd, ' it may well be / yet let him haue a good harnes 10 

1-1 proclamation. 8 out. 3 Fol. xliiii. back, col. 1. 

4 omitted. 6 arm yd. fl haue. 7 had. 
8 hauf ridden. 9 wherefore. 10 armour. 11 that. 
12 goe. 13 a. 14 and. 15 my no. 
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Ivoryn orders 
that a poor hone 
be giren him. 



A payniin offers 
Huoii a rusty old 
sword, 



HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. liv. 



which the 
knight finds to 
have come from 
the same forge 
as Roland's 
sword. 



Huon thanks the 
paynim for the 
sword. 



He is given a 
•Ban ao< 
horse, 



snd the paynhns 
mock at him 
when lie 

mounts it. 



& lielme / & ahelde / & let his hors be but of a small 
valew, to the en tent 1 he shall not go ferre of though he 
wold ' / the same tyme there was a paynym that herde 
the kyng graunt how Huon shold haue harneys 2 / he 4 
went to his howse & toke out of his cofer an olde 
rusty swerde, & brought it to Huon / & sayd, ' frend, I 
se wel ye haue no swerde to ayde yourself with all, & 
therfore I gyue you this swerde, the whiche I haue 8 
long kept in my cofer 9 / y e paynym dyd gyue it to 
Huon in a mockery / for he thought y e swerde but of 
a small valew. Huon toke y e swerde & drew it out of 
y e sheth, & saw letters wrytten theron in frewche / 12 
seyng 3 how thes swerd was forged by galans, who in his 
daies forged .iii. swerdes / & the 1 same swerd was one of 
the thre / 4 one was 4 durandell, 6 the which Eowlande 
had 8 / 6 the .ii. was 6 courtayn / when Huon had rede y* 16 
letters he was ryght ioyful, & sayd to y e paynim / 
' frende, for this good swerde that ye haue gyuen me I 
thanke you / & I promys you yf I may lyue longe 
I shall rewarde you with the double valewe therof. 20 
after 1 Huon hadde this swerde there was brought 7 him a 
good harneis 2 / helme / sheld, & spere with a rusty hed. 
Huon cared lytell for it by reason of y* gret desyre that 
he had to come to the place where as he myght she we 24 
his strength & vertue / then ther was brought to him a 
lene hors, pylled with a long necke & a grete hede / 
when Huon saw that hors he toke hi;n by y* brydell & 
lept vpon him without ony fote in y e styrop, in the 28 
syght of a .M. paynyms that were there present / & 
some said it was not wel done to geue him a hors 
the which coude not serue nor ayde him in tyme of 
nede / when Huon was mounted on his lene feble horse / 32 
he was sorowfull / for well he perceyued how they 

1 that. * armour. : Fol. xliiii. back, ool. 2. 
4-4 and the second was called. 6-6 omitted. 
6 ~ 6 and the third. 7 vnto. 
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mocked him, & sayd softly to himself e / ' a, ye fals 
paynyms, yf I may lyue a yere / 1 shall quyte your 
mockes ' / then Huon rode forth with other / but for all 
4 that he coude do with his spurres, the hors wolde 
go / but his owne softe pace / wherof 1 dyuere paynyms 
mocked him. thus kyng yuoryn departed fro Mombrant 
with his grete army, & taryed in y e feldes for his men / 
8 & when they were all assembled togyder, then he iroryn lead* i.u 
departed & toke y e way to Anfalerne / the which was 2 Ankierne, 
of / but .iiii. Iegge9 of 8 / & whan they came there they and capture* an 
ran before the cyte & draue away al the bestes, the city. 

12 beofes and motons, & sent them to mombrant / then 
when y* admyral galaffer saw kyng yuoryn before his 
cyte, & had dryuen away all the praye aboute the 
towne / he was so sorowf ull that he was nere hande out 

16 of his wyt / & then he saw 4 the fayre Esclaramonde 
before him, & sayd / * dame, 6 the grete loue that I haue 
set on you is this day derely bought / for by your The Admiral is in 

_ j x j p i p tor for himeelf 

occacion I se my countre destroyed & my men slayne & and country, 
20 led in seruy tude ' / 1 sir/ quod she, ' I am sory therof / teii« 

J ' ^ ' J 1 Eeclararoonde she 

it lyeth in you to amende it / syn 6 this yll is come to ha* «used uu 

\ , , ... . , misery. 

you by me / then it is in you to render me to kyng she asks to be 

i surrendered to 

yuoryn / & therby ye & your countre shall be in rest & King ivoryn, 
24 peace ' / ' fayre lady,' quod Galaffer / ' by y e grace of 
Mahound / for ony fere that I haue of yuoryn your 
vncle I wyll not render you in to his handes tyll 7 I haue the Admiral 

J J J refuses to follow 

had of you my pleasir' / 'sir/ quod she, 'ye may do haradnce. 

28 wifJi me as it shall please you after that the ,ii. yeres 
be past for y* accomplysshyng of myn auow.' ' dame/ 6 
qtiod Galaffer / * 8 or I 8 render you to your vncle yuoryn 
I shall haue neuer a foote of lande, 9 fyrst it shall be 

32 clene dystroyed.' 

1 wherat 2 distant. 3 omitted. 4 Fol. xlv. col. 1. 
6 Madame. 6 seeing. 7 vutill. 8-8 before I will. 
9 for. 
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[Ca. lv. 



% Howe Huon fought with Sorbryn & slewe 
hym, & wan the good horse Blaachardyn, 
whero# he mounted, & wan the batayle / 
& was brought with grete tryuwphe to 4 
Mombrant. Cap. .lv. 



8orbryn, tha 
Admiral's 
nephew, oflhra to 
challenge the 
boldest of 
Iroryn't eoldien , 



on the condition 
that if be U 
conquered, 
Eeclaramonde 
•hall be restored, 



and if he ia 
victorious, 
Ivoryn ihall 
return after 
twring twice the 
ralue of the 
damage he has 
already <~ 



Sorbryn arms 
himself, 
and his good 
horse Blanchardin 
Is brought him. 




Hew Sorbryn, nephew to y 6 admyrall 
laffer, herde his vncle make suche 
Borow, he sayd to him / 'fayre vncle, 8 
be not dysmayed, though ynoryn hath 
taken & slayne some of your men, & 
dryuew away your beste*. for eche 1 of yours, yf I 
lyue, I shall render agayn to you .iiii. I shal tell you 1 2 
how I shal 2 go & arme me, & yssu out & shew to 
yuoryn that* he 2 set one or .ii. of y* moos t 4 hardy est 6 of 
all his hoost to fyght with me / & 8 yf it be so that I be 
ouercome / then 7 re?*dre his 8 nece Esclaramond to him 16 
to do with her at his pleasir ; & yf that I dyscomfyte 
his men / then let him departe, so that 9 all y* damage 
that he hath 10 to you in this warre he to 11 render agayne 
to you y* double therof / for better it were that this 20 
warre shold ende by .ii 12 men rather then so moche 
people shold be dystroyed ' / ' fayre nephew/ quod 
Galaffer, ' I herde neuer a better worde / I am well 
content yf ye wyll haue it thus ' / then Sorbryn went 24 
& armed him 18 / he was a goodly knyght / for in all y* 
paynyms landes there was not his pere, nor none that a 
proched nere to his valyauntnes / when he was armed, 
then blanchardin, his good hors, was brought to him / 28 
y* bou/tte 14 of this hors exceded al other, & of beaute 
ther was none lyke hi?n / he was as whyte as snow / y* 
fresshenes of his aparyll, it was so ryche & goodly that 



1 one. 2 will. 3 if. 
7 you to. 8 faire. 
12 Fol. xlv. col. 2. 



4 omitted. 6 men. 8 that. 
9 for. 10 done. 11 will. 
13 hhnt*elt. 14 goodness. 
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I can not make no 1 mencyon therof; but 1 no man 
coude esteme the yalew of y' ryches of y* brydel, sadel 
& harneis / then sorbrin lept vpon his hors with out 
4 oni styrop / 3 then he 3 toke a grete spere, & so rode out He ride* to King 

Ivocyn end toll* 

of y* cyte / & when he saw kyng yuoryn a ferre of, he him hu parpoee. 
cryed a loude & said / ' a, thou yuorin of mombrant, y 6 
admirall Galaffer hath sent me to the, & wyl that thou 
8 do arme on of 4 y* most 4 valyauntest men of thy court, 
& let him come agaynst me / & yf he can vanquysshe 
me / thew he shal delyuer to thee thy nece Esclaramond / 
& 5 yf I ouercome thy man, then thou to returne to thy 
12 cite & suffer thy nece 6 sty 11 with him / & also thou to 
restore all y* domages that thou hast done 7 him & his in 
this warre * / when yuoryn herd the paynym / he loked 
aboute him to se yf ony of his men wold take on him NoneoriToryn'e 

men will ae — * 

16 this enterpryce to fyghte with Sorbryn / but there was sorbryn'e 



no paynym that durste speke one worde / for they fered 
Sorbryn for y* fyersnes that was in him / & they said 
amonge them selfe that who so euer dyd fyght agaynst 

20 him were lyke myserably to fynysshe his days / y* same 
tyme that ynori/i spake vriih Sorbryn / Huon was amonge 
y e other paynyms, & herd what sorbryn had sayd / Huon 
& also he uawe 8 no man durst go agaynst Sorbryn / Sorbryn,word * 

24 then as wel as he myght he gate himselfe out of the prese 

vpon his lene horse. 3 he 8 strake him vriih his sporres / and ride* forward 

on his poor steed. 

but for all that he coude do the horse wold nother trot nor 
galop / but go styll his owne pase. y* 9 olde mynstrell 

28 beheld Huon his varlet, who made hym redy to fight 
agaynst the paynym / and saw that he was so yll 
horsed, he 10 escryed a 10 hye, & sayd / 'syr kynge Theminatreu 
yuoryn / it shal be to 11 you grete velany 12 when suche a Hlory^wuh the 

32 horse that is no thynge worth ye haue delyuerd to 11 my ^Sffhoree! - 
varlet / who goeth for your sake to fyght with Sorbryn, ^h?S™* U 

Sorbryn. 

1 due. a for. s -3 and. thy. 6 but 

• to reraaine. 7 to. 8 that. 9 Fol. xlv. back, col. 1. 
w-io C ryed on. 11 vnto. 12 dishonour. 
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Huoii tells 
Sorbryn that he 
is a Christian. 



Sorbryn counsels 
him not to accept 
Die challenge. 



Huon, however, 
will not change 
his i 



and prepares for 
the duel. 



His horse will 
hardly bear him, 

and Sorbryn 
rushes at him, 



striking a heavy 
blow. 



Rut Huon 
withstands its 

force, 



with whom none of your 1 men dare fyghte / grete synne 
it is that he hath not a better horse ' / then Huon sayd 
to 2 Sorbryn, ' Sarazyn, I pray the speke with me ' / 
' Fronde,' quod Sorbryn, 4 what wylte thou with me 1 ' / 4 
'paynym,' quod Huon, 'I requyre tliee 3 proue thy 
vertue agaynst me.' * Then,' qwod Sorbryn, ' tell me, 
art thou a paynyme or a sarazyn ] ' * Fronde,' quod 
Huon, ' I am nother paynym nor sarazyn / but I am 8 
crystened / byleuynge in the lawe of Jesu cryste / & 
thoughe thou seest me but poorely apparelled / dyspyse 
me not / for I am com of a noble extraccyon / wherfore 
I requyre the on thy lawe that thou beleuest on, lette 12 
me not go without batayle.' 'Fronde,' quod Sorbryn, 
' in this request thou doest gret f oly / for thou desyrest 
thy deth. I hauc pyte of the / and therfore I counsell 
the to returne backe.' ' Paynym,' quod Huon, * I had 16 
rather dye then to returne or 4 I haue iusted with thee' 
then they went eche fro other to take theyr course, but 
for all that euer Huon coude do, his horse wolde not 
auaunce forth / wherof Huon was sore dyspleased, and 20 
sayd, 'A, very god and man / I desyre the to gyue 
me y* grace that I myght wynne this horse that this 
paynyme doth ryde on.' 5 When Huon saw that his 
horse wolde nother* forwarde nor backe warde / he set 24 
his shelde agaynst his enemy / and Sorbryn came ryn- 
nynge lyke the tempest, and with his spere strake in 
Huons shelde such a stroke that the buckles nor ony 
thynge elles coude resyste the stroke / but the shelde 28 
was perced through out / but the good harneys 7 saued 
Huon fro 8 all hurtes, and he remoued no more for the 
stroke then 9 it had ben a strong walle / wherof yuorin 
and all other had grete meruayle, & said one to another / 32 
how they had neuer sene before so grete a stroke nor a 
goodlyer reseyt therof without fallynge to the erthe. 

1 other. 2 vnto. 3 to. 4 ere. 5 vppon. 
6 go. 7 armour. 8 Fol. xlv. back, col. 2. • it 
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euery man praysed gretely Huon that he helde hym 
selfe so fermely. ' By Mahounde/ quod yuoryn, ' our 
man is fyers and of gret hardynes. I wolde he were 
4 mounted nowe on 1 my hors.' And Huon, who had 
receyued the grete stroke, in grete yre cast downe his 
spere and toke his swerde with bothe his handes, & and taking his 

own sword in 

gaue tner with the paynym a grete stroke as he passed both his hands, 
8 by hym a hye on 1 his helme / the stroke was so pusante 
that nother the helme nor coyffe of stele coude not 2 
resyst the stroke / but that his heed was clouen to the cleaves sorbryu's 
sholdres, and so he fell downe deed in y e felde / then shoulders. 

12 Huon, who was quycke and lyght / toke the good horse Hnon seizes his 
Blanchardyn by the reyne & alyghted fro his owne ^J^ M,,y, * good 
horse, without fete in the styrop lept vp 2 vpon the BUncbardyn * 
paynyms horse, & lefte his owne in the felde. and 

16 when he sawe hym self on Blanchardyn / he 3 dasshed 
to him 8 his sporres to proue hym / when the horse felte 
the sporres / he began to lepe & gainbaud & galop as it 
had ben the thornier / 4 the paynyms had meruayle that 

20 he had not fallen to the erthe / 5 when he had well 
proued him and turned hym in and out / he thought he 
wolde not gyue hym for the valewe of a realme. then 
he cam to 6 kyng yuoryn with .xx. gambaudes. ' By 

24 niahounde,' quod yuoryn, ' this varlet semeth rather 
sone to a kyng or prynce then to be a varlet to a myn- 
8trell ' / then he came to® Huon and enbraced hym / & ivoryn reeeu-©* 
made hym grete feest 7 / and the paynyms that were makes for him a 

28 within Anferlerne with the admyrall Galaffer yssued out ***** feMt ' 
of the cyte / and whan Galaffer saw his nephew slayn, 
he rode about hym thre tymes and made a pyteous com- 
8 playnt, and sayde, * A, ryght dere nephew, I may well The Admiral 

32 complayne 0 your youth / when I se you this 10 pyteously author ills 
slayne / certaynely yf I lyue longe your deth shall ncphew ' 

1 vpon. 2 omitted. 3-3 sraoat him with. 4 and. 
5 so. 0 vnto. 7 respectc. 8 Fol. xlvi. col. 1. 
9-9 by reason of. 10 thus. 
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and leads hia men 
on to battle. 



Huon fighta with 
rigour, and doea 
much havoc. 



Through his 
prnwest the 
Admiral ia 
thoroughly 
wonted. 



Huon gives a 
horse to the 
paynim who had 
'bestowed the 
sword upon him. 



Ivoryn drives the 
Admiral within 
his city, and 
departs. 



derely be bought* / 1 he caused the deed body to be 
caryed in to the cyte with grete lamentacyons / 2 then 
he & his men entred in to the batayle. there 8 was 
grete slaughter made on both partes ; but amonge all 4 
other Huon dyd meruayles / he slewe and bette downe 
& tare of helmes & strake out braynes with the pomell 
of his swerd / he slewe and bette downe all that came 
wit/tin his stroke / his hye 4 prowes was suche that no 8 
paynym durst abyde him, but fled as the shepe doth 
fro the wolues / he dyd so moche by vertue of his 
armes that within shorte space he brought all the 5 
enemys to playne dyscomfyture / so that the admyrall 12 
Galaffer vrith moche payne fled and entred in to the 
cyte, ryght sorowfull for y* losse that he had receyued 
that day / for the thyrde parte of his men were slayne 
in the batayl, and all by the valyauntnes of Huow, the 16 
whiche was so grete that kyng yuoryn and his barons 
stode styll to beholde his valyaunt dedes / and as Huon 
foughte he spyed out the paynym that had gyuen him 
his swerde / then he remembred the promys that he 20 
had made hym / then 2 he lyft vp his swerd & strake a 6 
paynym ther with so that he claue his heed / to the 
brest & so 7 fel downe dede / and Huon toke the 
paynynis horse & gaue the horse to hym that had 24 
gyuen hym the good swerde / and sayd, 4 frende, take 
it 8 in worth the gyfte of this horse for a rewarde for 
the good swerde ye gaue me ' / 4 syr/ qwod the paynym, 
4 1 thanke you* / finally, 9 Huon dyd so moche that 28 
there was no paynym that durst abyde him / but fled 
and entred into the cyte of Anfalerne. then they 
closed their gates & lyfbe vp theyr brydges / and kynge 
yuoryns men departed with the boty 10 they had wonne. 32 
then with gret tryumphe Huon 11 was conuayed rydynge 

1 so. 2 and. 3 where. 4 omitted. 6 his. 
6 nother. 7 hce. 8 well. 9 In breefe. 10 that. 
11 Fol. xlvi. col. 2. 
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cheke by cheke by kynge yuoryn, and so brought to Huon \* treated 

with great 

Mombrant, where as they were receyued with gret loy. honour, 

and the admyral Galaffer was entred in to Anferlerne in in deep eorrow 

, , o th * Admiral 

4 grete sorow for Sorbryn his nephew, who was deed, & buries hi* 

also for his men that he hadde lost in batayle / and nep,,ew * 
when he was vnarmed he caused his nephew to be 
buryed with sore wepynges and lamentacyons. Now 

8 let V8 leue spekynge of them 1 tyll we returne therto 
agayne. 1 




% How Huon was set 2 in grete honoure, and 
satte at the table with kynge yuoryn of 
12 Mombrant. Capitulo .lvi. 

Hen yuoryn was entred into Mombrant 
he wente and vnarmed hym 8 / his 
doughter came to 4 hym to make him 
ieeat b J and whew he sawe his doughter / 
he kyssyd her and sayd, *Dere iToryn ten* w* 

55 ' * * daughter of 

doughter / thou wert mated in a good houre by the Huon's valorous 

deeds. 

niynstralles varlet / for at 6 y e day of batayle that 
20 we haue had agaynst the admyrall Galafer, who 7 was 
dyscomfy ted by the only prowes of this varlet by whom 
thou were mated ; thankyd be my god Mahound / for by t 
him I haue ouercome myn enymyes / & be syde that, he 
24 fought hande to hande agaynst sorbryn, nephew to the 
Admyrall Galaffer / & he slewe hym / but yf I maye 
lyue one yere, the grete seruyce that he hathe done to 4 
me shall be euen ryght well rewarded ' / ' father,' quod 
28 the lady, 1 ye are bounde so to do ' / then kynge yuroryn 
went vp in to his palayes, and his doughter with him, 
& Huon / went to y 6 lodyng where as y e mynstrell 
was lodged / then 8 he vnarmed him and went with his 

l—i vntill wee haue occasion to returne vnto them againe. 
2 hadde. 3 and. 4 vnto. 6 reuerence. 
8 in. 7 he. 8 where. 
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maister 1 to the palayes / 2 when kynge yuoryn sawe 
iToryn invites them, the kyng auaunsed forth and toke Huon by the 

Huoti to sit at 

hit table with nande, & sayd / 1 trend e, ye shall go with me and syt at 
my table / for I can not do you to moche honoure for 4 
y e good 8eruyce that ye haue done 8 me. I h abandon 

and oden him ail to 8 you all my house to do therin at your pleasure / take 

hit valuable*, 

all my golde and syluer & iewelles, & gyue therof at 
and anything your pleasure / I ordeyn & wyll that all that ye 8 
may deaire. coramaunde shal be done ; all that is here I habandon 
to 8 you / ye, in y e ladys chambres take there your 
pleasure as ye lyste / & when I go out ye shall go with 
me.' 'syr/ quod Huon, 'of the grete honour that ye 12 
haue done to me I thanke you ' / then they sat downe 
After dinner at the table / & when they had denyd, the kynge and 
Huon satte togyder on 4 the ryche carpettes / then 
Monnetpiaye Mouflet the mynstrell apoynted 5 his vyall, and played 16 

music before the 

King. so melodyously that the paynyms that herde him had 

grete meruayle therof / for the vyall made so swete a 
— swonde / that it semed to be the mermaydes of the 

see / kynge yuoryn & all his lordes had so gret ioye 20 
that it semed to 8 them that they were in the glory 
of paradyce, so that there was no paynyme but that 
gaue hym gownes & mantelles & other iewelles. the 

The minstrel still mynstrell saw Huon syt by the kyng, & 8 sayd / ' frewde. 24 

addresses Huon * 

as his servant, yesterday I was your mayster, & now I am 7 your 

to the amusement 

of the court. mynstrell / I thynke now ye haue lytell care for me / 
yet I praye you come to 8 me & gather togyder these 
clothes, & put them in my male as ye haue done or 8 28 
this' / when the kynge and his lordes herd that they 
began to laughe. Now let us leue spekynge of them / 
& speke 9 of y* olde Gerames. 

1 Fol. xlvi. back, col. 1. 8 but 8 vnto. 4 vppon. 
6 opened. 8 hee. 7 become. 8 ere. 
9 Bay somewhat 
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% How the olde Gerames aryued at Anfa- 
lerne by fortune, and the admyrall Galaffer 
retayned hym to mayntayn his warre / and 
how the fayre Esclaramo#de spake with 
^ym. Cap. .lvii. 

E haue herd here before y e aduentures 
that hath fallen to Huon, & how y* 
olde Gerames & .xiii. with him departed 
& lefte Huon by cause he wolde not 
byleue them, wherby fell to hym suche 
aduentures as ye haue 2 herde, & how Gerames & his Gerames and hu 

«■ r» i • i*i • companions In 

12 companyons that were in y e lytel shyp sayled forth in their utile boat 

are driven to the 

the tempest without 8 knowlege what was become of port of Anfkierne. 
Huon / but they thought rather he had ben deed then 
alyue / and so within a moneth* they were dryuen 

16 by another tempest to the porte of Anfalerne / when 
Gerames sawe-how they were aryued there, he sayd to 
his company / ' syre, we be not aryued at a good porte / 
in this cyte dwelleth a paynym kynge who byleueth 

20 5 nother in god nor in good saynt 8 / a more fyers 
paynyme can not be founde fro hens to the rede see ; — 
he is called the admyrall Galaffer ; without god haue oeramei ream 
pyte of vs I can not se but we are lyke to dye / & we wuiue them m. 

24 can not roturae back ' / y e same tyme the admyrall 
Galaffer was rysen fro dyner, & loked out at a wyndow 
& behelde the see syde / & than he perceyued the 
lytell shyp where Gerames & his company were / 

28 when he saw it he went downe w?'t/i som of his men, The Admiral 
desyrynge to knowe what they were that ther ariued / his palace, 
then he aproched to y* shyp & said / ' svts, what men the imShu£ 
be you that are thus aryued at my porter / 'sir,' quod 

32 Gerames, ' we be frenchmen, pylgrymes, & are goyng to Genune* teiu 

their misfortune. 

offre at y e holy sepulcre, for 6 fortune of y e se hath 

1 Fol. xlvi. back, col. 2. 8 since. 8 any. 4 after. 
6-6 not in our god. 8 the. 
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The Admiral 
receive* them 
kindly, 



speaks to them of 
King Ivoryn's 
hostility. 



Geramee promise 
to fight for him 
if his cause be 
Just. 



The Admiral 
tells him of 
Esclaramonde's 
arrival there, 



and how King 
Ivoryn seeks her 
life, 



and how he 
himself has 
wedded her, 



brought vs hyder / & therfore, syr, yf there be ony 
trybute that we ought to paye, we are redy to do your 
pleasir ' / * syrs,' quod y* admyrall, ' haue no dout 
that by me or ony of min ye shal haue oni displeasur / 4 
for yf ye wyll abyde wit h me ye aie wel aryued 9 / 
' sir,' quod Gerames, 1 ' yf it may 1 please you, 2 shew vs 
the cause why* / ' sir,' 8 quod the admyrall, 4 'I shall shewe 
you / trewe it is here nere me dwelleth kyng yuoryn of 8 
Mombrant, 5 who maketh 6 me grete warre ; he slecth my 
men & dystroyeth my countre, wherof I haue grete 
sorowe in my hert' / 's*r,' quod Gerames, 'yf your 
quarell be iust & ryghtf ull we shall be all redy to ayde 1 2 
you truly / for, str, without your quarell be good 
we wyll not abyde with you.' ' syrs,' quod the 
admyrall, ' I shall shewe you the trouth / so it was on 6 
a day I stode in a wyndowe & loked downe to y* see 1 6 
syde, as I dyd now when ye aryued at this porte / 
& then I saw a shyp comynge & toke ancre there as ye 
be now / & in the shyp there was a damsell & x 
maryners / who thought to haue ledde her to 7 kyng 20 
yuoryn of Mombrant; I can not tel where they had 
taken her / & 8 she was doughter to the admyral 
Gaudys / that Mahound take his soule / 9 1 know 9 for 
certen that yf kyng yuoryn myght haue the damsell / 24 
he wolde a w brent 11 her / by cause it hath ben shewed 
him that she was the cause of the deth of her father y 6 
Admyral Gaudys / who was broder to yuoryn / & so 
he is vncle to the damsell / and when I was aduertysed 28 
that the .x. maryners wolde haue delyuered her in to 
the handes of her vncle yuoryn / I toke her fro them & 
slew them all by cause they wold not delyuer her 12 with 
fayrnes / 12 & thus I haue wedded the damsel / & 1S 32 



I would it might 1 to. 8 Why. * that 

6 Fol. xlvii. col. 1. 6 vppon. 7 vnto. 8 but 

and I knewe. 10 haue. 11 burnt 

w- 11 to me with entreatie. 18 omitted. 
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when yuoryn herd this Le made mo warre / & was here 
before my cite with al his pusance, & hath slayn my 
men / & led awaye all my bestes & prouysyow, & hath 
4 brent 1 & dystroyed my couwtre / & euery day he cometh 
& ouer ryn all y e couwtre, <fc he hath wit/t him a yong 
man / I know not of what couwtre he is of / & 2 thw mhI how sorbryw 

hM baan slain 

last day he slew a nephew of myn whom I ryght derely by iroryn's 
8 loued, 3 who was called Sorbrin / he was sone to my cbampl0 ** 
sister / for whom I haue suche sorow at my hert that 
it can not be apeased / & he hath led away his horse 
called Blanchardyn, the whiche is the best horse in x 

12 realmes / his lyke is not in al y e world; wherfore 
I desyre you, as I maye deserue your seruyse, to abyde 
with me / & to do so moch 4 that I myght haue y* sayd 
yong man taken prisoner & the hors agayn to me 

16 restored / & yf ye can this do I shall so rewarde you 
thai y* shall alwayes be ryche, & all tho 5 in your 
company* / 'sir/ quod Gerames / 'yf he come ony o«rame« often to 
more hyder, & that ye shew me him / 1 shall do my in hu war with 

20 payn 6 to bryng him & y* hors also to 7 you ' / 4 frende/ King * 
quod the admyrall, 4 yf ye wyl shew me thw curteyse I 
shal habandon all my realme to be at your pleasure & 
commaundement 1 / witA these wordes the olde Gerames 

24 yssued out of y 6 shyp <& all his company / & entred in Gtnm* and m« 

company an tar 

to y* cyte of Anfalenie with the admyral Galaffer 3 / thadty. 
when they came to the palayes Gerames sayd / 1 sir. I o«nunat aiki to 

aae Eaclanunonde, 

& my company requyre you to shew vs the damsell for 
28 whose sake ye maynten this warre.' 4 frende/ quod the 
admyrall, 4 yf ye were a yonge man I wolde not shewe 
her to 7 you / but I se wel ye be old & auncyent / 
wherf ore no yonge lady wyl set ony thyng by you ' / 
32 then y* admyral toke Gerames by y e hande & led him 

in to the chambre where as Esclaramonde was / as sone ^ d * m,el 

' t raoognliat iha 

as the lady saw Gerames she knew him, wherwttn she old man, 
1 burnt. 1 but. 3 and. « Fol. xlvii. col. 2. 
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began to chaunge coloure, & fel downe in a sowne in the 
and cries aloud, charabre, makynge a grete crye 1 / when y e admyral 

Galaffer saw that he was ryght sorowful, & sayd / 
The Admiral 4 fayre lady, why do ye make this sorow? are ye troubled 4 

inquires in rain #0 . _ , 

whyEeciara- for 2 y* syght of this olde man that I haue brought 

monde is affected , , , 

at the sight of nyderr / 'nay, surely, sir,' quod she / 'it is for a 

utta$ colyke that hath taken me in the ryght syde, wher by 

I haue often tymes grete payn 3 / but, syr, yf it were 8 
your pleasir I wolde gladly speke with this frenche 
knyght / for customably they know many thynges / & 
peraue?iture he may shew me such thingcs as shalbe for 
my helth / for frewchemen are ryght subtyl 4 in gyuyng 12 

but he leaves the of good counsell ' / ' dame/ 5 qnod y 6 admiral, ' it pleaseth 
me well that ye speke witfi him secretly* / then y* 
lady called Gerames, & sayd / ' frewde, I pray thee gyue 
me some good eouwsel that I may be eased of the payne IS 
that I endure' / 'dame,' 5 quod Gerames / 'for the 
honoure of you & of the 6 admyrall that is here present, 
I shall ayde you in suche wyse that ye shall be eased 
of the payne that ye endure ' / then Gerames, who was 20 
subtyl, wel pcrceyued the mynde of the lady / then he 
aproched nere to 7 her & 8 sat downe togyder on a couche 

Esciaramonde therby / ' Gerames,' quod the lady, ' I praye you what 

asks how 

Gerames came to aduenture hath brought you hyther?' / 'dame,' 6 quod 24 

he, 'we be come hyther by reason of tempest of the 
Gerames teiis her, see / but, dame/ 9 quod he, ' I pray you what is become 

and inquires for 

Huon. of Huon 1 ' / ' by my fayth/ quod she, ' I byleue- he is 



deed / for when ye departed fro vs, such a meruaylous 28 
tempest rose on the see that all that were in our shyp 
were perysshed, & the shyp drowned & broken in small 
peces, excepte Huon & I / we saued vs on a table 
of wode, wherupon we aryued in an yle that was nere 32 
vs / & when we were on the lande, there cam to 7 vs 

1 outcric. 2 at 8 annoyance. * discreet. 
6 Madame. 6 Fol. xlvii. back, col. 1. 7 vnto. 
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9 Ladie. 




Ca. IviL] OF THE LOVE THAT ESCLA RAMON DB BEAiiS HUON. 19. r > 

.x. maryners, & toke me fro thens, <fc left Huon there EeeiaramoDde 
blyndfelde, & 1 handes & fete faste bounde, so that he iutL him dead, 
had no power to releue himselfe ; & these .x. maryners 

4 brought me hyder, & the admyral Galaffer hath slayn 
them all / therfore I thynke sorely that Huon is 
deed ; Iesu haue mercy on his 2 soule* / and thus I am 
here with this admyrall, who hath assured me to wedde 

8 me / but as yet he neuer medled with me bodely / but 
I baue made liim to byleue that I made a vowe to 
Mahounde, for .iL yere to come 3 no man shold haue 
parte 4 of my body, & that is for the loue of Huon, 
12 whom I can not forgette. the admyral hath beleued but that it* win 

remain faithful 

me / 5 for as long as I lyue I shal neuer forgete Huon, & to him. 
shal alwayes, 6 to dye in y* payne, 7 kepe me fro the 
bodely company of ony man lyunge / a, syr Gerames ! 
1 6 yf ye myght do so moche that I might scape fro hens 
with you / ye shold do me a grete curteyse / f or yf I 
myghte scape fro hens, & come in to a cry s ten realme, I she decree to 

• ii * enter a eonvent. 

wolde yelde my selfe in to some abbey of nonnes, to y* 

20 en tent that the resydew of my lyfe I myght pray for the 
soule of my loner 8 Huon 1 / 1 dame/ 9 quod Gerames, ' be 
not dysmayed, for yf I can scape fro hens, what so euer 
come 10 ther of, I shall cary you with me ' / then the 

24 admyral came to 11 them & sayd / ' frende, ye hold ouer The Admiral calls 
longe talkyng vriUi the damsell / come a way ! ye haue cio^hu"" *° 
taryed there longe ynow 1 / then Gerames departed fro K^dZ^monde. 
Esckramonde, straynynge her by the hande / & the 

28 admyrall Galatter toke Gerames by y* arme / & brought The Admiral 
hi*» in to y* hal to supper / & after supper they at dinner, 
comoned of the feates of y* warre. Nowe let vs leue 
spekyng of them / & 12 speke of 12 kyng yuoryn ol 

32 mombrant, & of 13 Huon who was with him. 

1 his. *-* vppon him. 3 that. * vse. 5 and. 

6 be ready. 7 to. 8 Fol. xWii. back, col. 2. 
9 Madam. 10 to me. 11 vnto. 12 ~ u retume to. 
" noble. 
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Hnon advises 
Iroryn to attack 
An Gale m a 
second time. 




% How kyng yuoryn cam agayne before 
Anfalerne, & how Gerames and Huon 
fought togyder, & at last they knewe eche 
other, & how they entred in to Anfalerne & 4 
closed 1 the admyrall without. Cap. .lviii. 

Ow sheweth y* story 2 thai a 3 .ii. 
dayes after tJiat kyng yuoryn had 
made his cows before Anfalerne / 8 
then Huon came to yuoryn and 
sayde : ' Syr, cause your men too be 
armed, & let vs go vysyte the Admyrall 4 Galaffer / for a 
man that is in warre ought neuer to lye styll tyll he 12 
hathe brought his enemy to vttraunce 6 / for it semeth 
that he setteth but lytell by you when he kepeth styll 
your nece agaynst your wyl, 6 & is 6 your subiecte, & 7 
holdeth his lawdes of you' / * frende,' quod yuoryn, 16 
'ye say truely / I shall do by your couwselL* then he 
made to be cryed through the cyte, that euery man 
sholde make him redy to go -with y* kynge before 
Anfalerne / & 8 Huon, who was desyrous to haue batayle, 20 
armed him, & toke blanchardyn, his good horse, & 8 
mourited on hym without ony styrop, & toke a grete 
spere in his hande with a good sharpe hede / & 9 y e 
same tyme as Huon was in the palayes, yuoryns doughter 24 
was lenynge in a wyndowe in her chambre, accompanyed 
iroiyn's daughter with dyuers ladyes & damselles / she behelde Huon, & 

admins his 

beauty from her she sayd / 'by Mahounde, it is 10 goodly 10 to behold 

window. 

yonder yong man syttyng on y e hors blanchardyne / 28 
ryght 11 well 12 becometh hym 8 his armure / a goodlyer 
maw can not be founde, nor a more hardy / for y* last 
day he slew Sorbyn, the 13 moost valyant 18 knyght in all 



Mounted on 
Blanchardyn, 
Huon sets out. 



1 shut 2 Historic. 3 aboute. « Fol. xlviii. ool. 1. 
6 vtter ruin. 6 — 6 bee being. 7 one that 8 omitted. 
9 Now. 10 - 10 a goodly sight. 11 how. 12 he. 
13-13 valiantest. 
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pagany, & also wan his good hors / but yet I am dys- 
pleased with him in 1 that when he played with me at 
the chesse / he was not so hardy, ones 2 to embrace nor 8 
4 kysse me ; yf he had, I wolde haue loued him in suche 
wyse that yf he had requyred of me 4 ony thynge elles, 4 
I wolde not a 6 refused him / though my fader had 
sworne the contrary a C tymes ' / thus the ladyes & 
8 damselles deuysed togyder of 6 Huon, who 7 set lytell 
therby / thus kyng yuoryn & his men yssued out of y e King ivoryn 
cyte of Mo?ttbrant, & cam in 7 to y* feldes, & then rode army before 
forth toward Anfalerne, & at the last cam before the Al,BUern * 

12 gates of the cyte, & there ordred them in batayle 8 / & 
Huon, who had grete desyre too attayne to good 7 
renowne, cam to the gate with his spere in his hande, 
& cryed a bye 9 to them that were on the walles, & sayde, 

1 6 ' where is Galaffer your lorde ? go & shew him that he Huon challenges 
come 10 & iust agaynst him tliat hath slayne his nephew, avenge hie 
<fe that I wyl serue him in lykwyae 11 if I may mete nephew ' , death * 
with him in batayle, or elles he shall delyuer to me y e 

20 fayre Esclaramonde 9 / Galaffer was nere by, & herd 
what Huon sayd, & knew wel it was he, by reson of the 
hors blanchardyn, wherof 12 his hert 12 was ryght sorow- 
f ull / and sayd to Gerames / ' frende, I shall shew you Gerames offers to 

24 here he tliat hath done me all this yll / now I shal se yf ?n the^dminS'e 
ye wyll kepe promys with me.' i Syr,' quod Gerames, beh * 1< ' 
' take no caro / for by y* fayth that I owe to god / I 
shall rendre to you bothe the hors & the man / to do 

28 with them at your pleaser.' then Gerames yssued out and arms himself 
clene 13 armed, well horsed, & toke a good spere in his for <lght ' 
hande / he was a goodly knyght of his age, pusant of 
body, and in his tynie gretely doughted 14 / & whew he 

32 was on bys hors, he strecched himself in the sadle in 
suche wyse that his sty ropes stretched out a long a 7 

1 for. * as once. 3 and. 4-4 my loue. 5 haue, 

6 but. 7 omitted. 8 array. 0 alowd. 
w Fol. xlviii. col. 2. 11 like sorte. 12 ~ 12 he. 13 all. 
14 redoubtol. 
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He rides on in 
front of the 
Admiral's men. 



Huon rushes 
upon him, 



snd they strike 
each other with 
great violence. 



Geraines forces 
Hnon to kneel 
upon the ground, 
and to petition for 
grace. 



Huon does not 
recognise his old 
friend, 



handful or more ; he was gretly praised of the paiuims 
that saw him / Hhen y* admyral Galaffer commau?ided 
euery maw to be armed, & he himself was armed ry chely ; 
then y e gate was opened / & Gerames was y* fyrst that 4 
yssued out with his company / when he was without 
y e eyte, he strake y* hors with the 2 spores so that he was 
a grete space before all his company / with his spere in 
his hande & sheld about his necke, & his whyte herd 8 
hawgyng downe on his brest vnder his helme, & 8 when 
Huon, on y e other part, saw Gerames coming, he spored 
blanchardyn, & cam agynst Gerames / and so they met 
togyder without ony worde spekyng, & strake eche 12 
other on ther sheldes so that al was broken ; but their 
harnes 4 was 5 good, so that they toke none yll, 6 but theyr 
spers brake to their handes, 7 so that 1 the sheuers flew vp 
in to the ayre / & the strokes was so rude that both 16 
knyghtes & horses fel to y e erth / but 8 then quykly 8 
they arose, 9 & gaue ech other grete strokes / Gerames, 
who was experte in dedes of armes, toke his swe[r]de 
with both his handes, and gaue Huon suche a stroke 10 on 20 
the helme, tiiat perforce he was fayne to set one of his 
knees to the erthe / the stroke was so heuy / and yf it 
had not ben by the grace of god, he had ben slayne / 
Huon was so astonyed with y e stroke that he had moche 24 
a do to "releue, and 11 sayd, 'a, good lorde, socoure me, 
& 12 gyue me grace 12 that, or 13 I dye, I may se y e fay re 
Esclaromonde. 1 these wordes he spake openly / for 14 he 
had thought that Gerames vnderstode hym not, 14 for 28 
lytel 15 he thought that it had ben Gerames that fought 
with hym / then he came to Gerames with his swerde 
in his hande, to 16 be 16 reuenged / for he neuer receyued 



1 and. 8 his. 3 Nowe. 4 armour. * so. 
• hurt T ~ 7 and. 8 ~ 8 omitted. 9 againe. 
10 Fol. xlviii. back, col. 1. n ~ u recouer, but. 
is_u g raun t me. 13 before. 

**— 14 lie thought that Gemmes had not vnderstood him. 
l:> he before lytel. 16 ~ lrt haue been. 
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before, suche a stroke as Gerames had gyuen hym. But 
Gerame8 vnderstode Huon by his wordes, & knewe but Gerames 
bym / & ther with caste downe his swerde to the erth, easts hi* sword 

4 & had suche sorowe that he coude 1 speke no 2 worde / * W " J * 
when Huon sawe that, he meruayled gretely why he caste 
hLi swerde to the erth / for 3 Huon then wold not touch 
hym / but sayd, 1 paynym, what is thy mynde to do 1 Haon inquires 

8 wylt thou haue peace, or elles fyght with me 1 ' / ' a, syr/ conduct, 
quod Gerames, 'come forth, & stryke of my hede / for 
well I haue deserued it, syn 4 that I haue stryken you so and Gerames 

reveals himaelfc 

rudely; but I knewe you not / wherof I am 5 sorye' / 
12 when Huon herd him speke, anone he knew well that 

it was Gerames, wherof he had grete ioye in his hert They cannot 
for fyndynge of hym. the paynyms that regarded The pajrnlms 
them had grete meruayle what thyng y e two champyons mactfon? ***** 
16 ment or thought to do / 4 syr/ quod Gerames, 1 it 
behoueth vs shortely to determyne oure besynes / for I 
se on all partes paynyms assemble togyder to be-holde 
vs / I shall shew you what is best for vs .ii. to do / lepe 6 Gerames proiioses 

that Hoon shall 

20 on your horse & I shall lepe on myne / then I shall take follow him into 

Anfkleru to see 

you and lede you parforce, as my prysoner, to the cyte Esciaramonde. 
of Anfalerne / and there shall ye se your louer Esclara- 
monde, who wold 7 haue grete ioye with your comynge, 

24 and she wyll tell you 8 of her 8 newes.' 9 ' frende/ quod 
Huon / ' I shall do as ye deuyse 1 / then they lepte on 
theyr horses, & Gerames cam to Huon & layd ha?wies The old man 
on him, as though he toke hym prysoner / & so led as if he were Ms 

28 him towarde y* cyte of Anfalerne, & his company 
folowed hym / & when kynge yuoryn sawe how 
Gerames had lede a-way Huon as his prysoner, he began 
to cry, & sayd, ' on forth, ye sarazyns / how suflf re you ivoryn urges his 

men to rescue 

32 this yonge man to be lede away as a prysoner to the Huon, 
cyte of Anfalerne 1/1 shall neuer haue ioye at my hert 
yf ye suffre him thus to be led awaye ' / then y* sarazyns 

1 not 2 a. 3 and. 4 seeing. 6 very. 8 youvp. 
7 will. *-* other. 9 Fol. xlviii. Iwck, col 2. 
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r>ut Geraroes 
leads him before 
the Admiral, 
who bids him put 
him in prison. 



When Geremes 
and Huon are 
within the city, 
they and their 
company of 
French knights 
close the gates, 
and, in the 
absence of the 
army in the 
field, 



kUl all the old 
men and the 
women and the 
children. 
The town falls 
into their hands. 



Huon visits 
Esclaramonde. 



She welcomes 

him right 
Joyfully. 



dasshed in to the prese to haue rescued Huon / & on the 
other parte the Admyrall Galaffer came & met Gerames 
& Huon; & then Gerames sayd to hym, ' syr, go & fyght 
with your enemyes ; beholde here y* yong man that 4 
slewe your nephew Sorbryn ! I shall led him into y 6 cyte, 
& set hym in sure prysow ; J then I shall shortly returne 
agayne to you to fyght agaynst kynge Iuoryn ' / ' frende,' 
quod Galaffer, ' I requyre you so do ; & as soone as you 8 
haue set hym in pryson, returne agayne.' Gerames 
departed fro the Admyrall, and wente to the cyte with 
Huon and his .xiii company ons with hym / when they 
were entred in to the Cyte, they lyfted vp the brydges 12 
and closed the gates / in the cyte there was no men of 
warre ; 8 all were in the felde with the Admyrall agaynste 
8 Yuoryn ; there were none but women and 4 chyldrefc & 
olde folkes / & whan that Gerames & Huon saw how 16 
they were strong ynough for them in the cyte / they 
went in to the stretes & cryed c saynt Denys,' & slewe all 
they met, as well olde men as women & chyldren / so 
that wit/iin a ehorte space they had clene wonne the 20 
towne / many paynyms fled «fc lept downe 4 in to the 
dykes, & brake neckes, armes, and legges / then they 
went in to the palays, and there they founde the fayre 
Esclaramond. and whan Huon saw her, he dyd of his 24 
helme / & ran & embraced her, & whan the lady 6 sawe 
that it was Huon / the ioy that she had was so grete 
that it was meruayle to se it / ther was suche ioy made 4 
at there metyng that it can not be recountyd / Huon 28 
and y e lady enbrasyd and kyssyd other many tyrays / 
and she sayd / 'A, Huon ! ye be ryght hertely welcome / 
for I went 6 I sholde neuer haue sene you.' 7 'Lady/ 
quod Huon, ' I ought greatly to loue & to cherysshe 32 
you, & I am ryght ioyfull that it hath pleasyd 8 our 
lorde Iesu Cryst 8 that I haue nowe founde you in good 



1 and. 2 for. 3 king. 
* Ful. xlix. col. 1. 6 thought. 



4 omitted. 
7 more. 8-8 God. 
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helth and prosperyte / for a more trewer 1 than ye be, 
there is none lyuynge 1 / whan all the company had 
made there salutasyons one to an nother, they went to The Frenchmen 

dine together. 

4 dyner, & were rychely serued / for there was greate 
plentye in y* cyte / and the sarazyns were wtt&out the oauide the dty 

r J J J ' J walU the battle 

cyte, where as they fought and slew eche other / there r*ge» between the 

two Saracen 

was suche sleyng on bothe partes that the feldes were anni«. 
8 coueryd with deed men and sore woundyd ; manye a 
horse ranne aboute the felde, & there maysters lyenge 
deed / these two kynges fought one agaynst the other, 
pusaunce agaynst pusaunce / 2 two sarazyns that were 
12 escapid out of the cyte of Anfaleme came to the New. u brought 

. the Admiral of 

admyrall Galaffer, and sayd / ' A, syr, your cytye is the capture of his 
lo«te by the frenchemen who be enteryd in to it ; there dty ' 
is nother man nor woman 8 but that is 3 slayne / the 

16 olde knyght that cam to you & his .xiii. companyons 
be all seruauntes to y 6 yong man that slewe your 
neuew / whan the two frenchemen fought one vrilh 
an nother / they toke to-gether aquyntaunce, and they 

20 be all subgettes to the yonge man that was with kynge 

Iuoryn / and it is he that slew the admyrall Gaudy s / sndofHuon's 

previous 

and dyscomfytyd the Gyaunt Agrapart / we knewe adventuress* 

Babylon. 

hym well whan he enteryd in to the cytye / we wolde 
24 haue shewyd you therof / but we durst not tyll 4 ye 
were returnyd fro the batayle. Now they be in your 
palays, 5 where as it please 5 them / for there is abyden 6 ah within the 

, town are slain 

nother 7 man / woman 6 nor chylde 8 / but all be slayne except the ladies 

_ . In waiting on 

28 except a* .xxx. ladyes &_aamselles who were with her Esciaramonds. 
that sholde be your wyfe / & they be put out of the 
cyte, ye may se them syttyng without the gate petously 
wepynge.' / whan the Admyrall Galaffer herd that, he 

32 was heuye and sorowfull, and sayd to his men that 
were aboute hym, 4 Syrs, I praye you hastely gyue me 

1 man. 2 and. s ~ 3 therein, but they are all. 
4 vntill. 6 — 6 which pleaseth. 6 omitted. 
7 Fol. xlix. col. 2. 8 liuing. 0 some. 
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The Admiral i» 6um counsell what I shal do, for it is nedfuU.' ' Syr/ 

advised to submit 

to King iroryn. quod they, 'it is of necessyte that ye goo to kynge 
Iuoryn, and knele downe at his fote, and pray hym to 
haue mercy of 1 you / other counsell as nowe we can not 4 
gyue you.' * Syrs/ quod Galafer, ' I shall do as ye haue 
sayd ' / than the Admyrall Galaffer, with his sworde in 
his hande, went throw the prease and caw to kynge 
Iuoryn, and alyghtyd fro his horse, & knelyd downe 8 

He offers his before 2 kynge Iuoryn 2 / and sayd, 'syr kynge, I yeld 

sword to the ... „ 

King, to you my sworde / with the whiche, yf you please, 

•nd tells him of stryke of my hede, for well I haue dyseruyd it. But, 

his evil plight. J J > 

syr, I pray you, for y* loue of Mahounde, haue mercy of 12 
me / 1 offer to make you 3 amendes as you and your 
lordes shall iuge / so that ye wyl ayde me to take the 
frenchemen that be in my cytye, & hath taken a-way 
my wyfe, your nece Esclaramonde / syr, the yonge man 16 
that ye so well louyd, who cam but lat to your courte ' 
with a mynstrell, is the same frencheman that slew 
your brother the admyrall Gaudys / this tydynges I 
haue herd by .ii. messengers that knew hym in your 20 
courte / & now 4 witfc hym his 5 .xiii. other frenchemen 
whom I had reteynyd with me to maynteyn my warre, 
but they be all subgcte* to the yonge man / and now 
all .xiii. be in my palayes, & my wyfe with them.' 24 



% Howe Iuoryn causyd Mouflet the old myn- 
strell to be brought to the gybet to haue 
been hangyd / & e howe he was rescuwyd by 
Huon. Capitulo .lix. 28 

1 vppon. 2-2 him. 3 such. * there are. 
6 omitted. 6 Fol. xlix. back, col. 1. 
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Uoryn herde Galaffer, he 1 sayd /' Alas ! 
I was vnhapye that I knew not that 2 
this yong man 3 had slayne my brother : 
yf I had, it sholde derely haue ben 
bought. Therfore, syr Galaffer, cause ivoryn orders the 

• At i * ,1 i.i battle to cease, 

your men to withdraw fro the batayle, and both the 
and I shall withdraw myn, and I shall know of my mnn w to retre,,t 
8 barons what counsell they wyll gyue me.' Than both 
partes blew the retrayte / than 1 kynge Iuoryn sayd to 
his lordes, 'Syra, what counsell wyl ye geue me as 
touchyng y e admyrall Galaffer ? ' / ' sir,' quod they, 
12 'geue hym agayne his londes / syn he axeth mercy / 
yf he hath done yll, he offeryth to make amendes ' / 
than Iuoryn called Galaffer, & sayd, 'sir admyrall, I He proinii»«:fl to 
render agayne to you all your londes, & pardon you of Admiral *ii hie 
16 all myn yll wyll / & besyde that, I shall helpe you to tmuo aid him 
destroy the frenchemen that are in your cyte of Anfa- Kndunen. 
lerne ' / than Galaffer knelyd downe, & thankyd kynge 
Iuoryn / for that courtesye that he shewyd him & 
20 offeryd to do / and so wolde haue kyssyd his fete / but 
Iuoryn wold not suffre hym, but lyft hym vp / Thus 
these two kynges agreed together / and sware to gether 
to haue the deth of Huon & his knyghtes / Than Huon and hie 
24 Huon & his company abandonyd vp the cyte of Anfa- the city and 
lerne, by cause he had so few men to kepe it / & so caeUe. 
kept y e castell, y 6 whiche was stronge ynow. stondyng 
on a rocke on the see syde, it was 4 inpreynguable so it 
28 were well vytellyd / at the corner of the castell there 
was a strong towre, & vnderneth it was the porte 
where as shyppes cam to theyr ancre / wha/i Iuoryn & 
Galaffer saw that the towne was gyuen vp by the ivoryn and the 

. Admiral enter the 

32 frenchemen / they enteryd in to it with all theyr great city with their 
puyssaunce / & logyd aboute in the towne / but in 
takyng of theyr lodgynges, Huon & Gerames and such 

1 and. 2 omitted. 3 that. 

4 indeede. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lix. 



Huon's men 
shoot darts ut the 
Saracens. 



The Kings erect a 
gibbet before the 
castle. 



Ivory u reproaches 
Mouflet with 
bringing Huon 
to his court, 



and orders him to 
be banged. 



The minstrel 
pleads in rain 
that he knew not 
who Huon might 
be. 



He is led to the 
gallows, 



and calls on 
Huon to protect 



as 1 were with them shot out dark* & quarelles 2 iii 
suche wy8e / that there was not so hardy a paynym 
that durst pere before the castell. yf he dyd, he was 
slayne or hurte / whan Iuoryu & Galaffer saw y* 4 
deelyuge of the frenchemen / they raysyd vp a gybet 
before the castell / therby to make y* frenchemen 
afrayed / 3 than they toke Mouflet y e mynstrell, & bound 
his handes behynde hym so sore that the blode cam out 8 
at the nayles / than they hangyd his vyall aboute his 
necke / & than he was brought before Iuoryn, who 
sayde to hym, 'A, thow false t ray tore ! yll hast thou 
remembred the goodness that my brother Gaudys hath 12 
done to the / whan that* he that slewe hym, thou hast 
brought in to my court, therby to do me dyspyte. But 
I shall nother ete nor drynke tyll thou hast thy dysert, 
& that is, to be hangyd.' 'A, syr!' quod Mouflet, 16 
'Neuer in all my lyfe I haue done or thought any 
treason / nor 6 1 know 5 not that / that I brought to your 
court hym that slew your brother the admyrall Gaudys, 
who was my lord & mayster / therfore, sir, grete synne 20 
it were for you to put me to deth for that I am not 
gylty of.' 1 Thou lyest, false traytour/ quod Iuoryn / 
& so commaundyd a .xxx. men to lede hym to y € 
galows / & whan they were com theder, they causyd 24 
the mynstrell to mount vp on y e ladder / the frenche- 
men in y e castell had great mcruayle who it sholde be 
that they wold hang vp there / 3 whan the minstrell was 
aboue on the ladder / he tournyd hym towards y c 28 
castell, & cryed witn an hye voyce, * A, Huon ! how wyll 
ye suffer me here to dye / yet remeinbre the goodnes 
that I haue done to you / & of 4 y e courtesy e that I dyd 
whan ye came all naked. I gaue you than clothynge 32 
& mete & drynke / & I abandonyd to you all that I 
had / yll it hath ben employed without ye rewarde me 



1 Fol. xlix. back, col. 2. 

4 omitted. 



2 quarrelled. 
6-6 knew. 



3 aud. 
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better' / whan Huon herd y* mynstrell, he knew well 
that it was Mouflet who had been his mayster / than 
he sayd to his company / ' syrs, 1 1 reqnyre yon arme Hm bean Um, 

4 you quyckely / for the paynyms here without hath ^L'ufn^* 
reryd vp a gybet, wheron they wyll hange a mynstrell Wm * 
who hath done me great 2 good and 1 pleasure. I wolde 
be ryght sory yf he sholde haue any yll 9 / than 

8 Gerames and all his companyons made them redy, and 
issuyed out of the castell with Huon by a secret 
posterne / so that they 3 were aboute y' gybet were not 
ware of them tyll Huon & his company was amonge 
12 them. Huon ranne at hym that sholde haue hangyd They eoddeiiiy 

roth upon the 

the mynstrell, & strake hym with his spere clene throwe, gibbet and km 
& so 4 fell downe deed / and than Huon tooke downe the 
mynstrell, and made hym to fly away to the posterne / 

16 and his vyall about his necke. lie that had sene hym 
flye a-way caude not a 5 kept hym selfe fro lawghynge, 
for he ranne so fast that he semyd to be no olde man / 
but rather of the age of .xxx. yere. and Huon and 

20 Gerames and his company slew and bet downe all the 
.xxx. paynyms, so that none scapyd the deth / than 6 
kynge Iuoryn and Galaffer pereeyuyd that there was i™rj* *»d ti* 

w Admiral order tlx* 

myche a do aboute y* gybet / they sayd, 1 Syrs, the saracene to teise 

the Frenchmen 

24 f rencnemen are come out of the castell / go and loke that before they can 



ye do so mych that none of them enter agayne ' / than 
paynyms on euery parte issuyd out of there lodgynges, 
and ranne thether he that best myght, without kepynge 

28 of any good ordre / than Huon & Gerames, whan they 
saw them comynge / they made semblaunt 7 to returne 
to the cyte a soft pace / & the paynyms cam after them 
cryenge and howlyng lyke dogges / and whan they 

32 aprochyd nere, Huon sodenly tournyd, & with his spere 5*™°/^^°, 
he mette so the fyrst that he ranne hym clene throw 
the body with his spere, so that he fell downe deed, 

1 Fol. 1. col. 1. *-* omitted. 8 that. 4 hee. 
6 haue. 6 When. 7 aemblance. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lix. 



and with his and Gerame8 and his company strake so amonge the 

men slays many * 

of his enemies, paynynis that y e place ran lyke a ryuer of blode of the 
deed paynyms. Huon stroke with his sword with both 
his 1 handes / he stroke none with a full stroke / but 4 
that he claue the hede to the teth / but fynally the 
forse of the paynyms was so gret that at length they 
coude not abyde it / thaw Huon, who was expert in 
dedes of armes, parseyuyd that it was tyme to departe / 8 

Then ail the he called his men to-gether and went toward the 

Frenchmen 

regain the castle, posterne / the whiche, with muche payne, they gatte in 
there at ; and so they entred in all .xiii. company ons / 
but yet they were so hastyd and purse wyd / that 12 

except Oaryn of Garyn of saint Omer abode without and defendyd 

St.Omer, * J 

whoflghu hym selfe valyauntly ; But at last he was slayne by the 

fll^iain. antl1 h * paynyms / than Huon was ryght sorowfull whan he 

saw that Garin was not enteryd in to the castell, and 16 

Hnon lamenu his peteously compleynyd for hym, and sayd, ' A, dere 
cosyne, who for the loue of me haue left your wyfe and 
chyldrene and londe and syngnoryes ! I am sory of your 
deth.' 1 Syr,' qwod Geromey, 1 leue your sorow, and 20 
thynke to make good chere, and to kepe wel our fortres. 
our lord god hath always aydyd you, and shall doo 
throw his grace / goo we vp & make good chere / for 
with this sorow we can wyn no thynge ' / than whan 24 

and tells they came in to the palays, they mette witn Esclara- 

Esclaramonde 

of his grief, mond / 2 whan Huon saw her, he sayd, ' my fayre loner, 8 
this day I haue lost one of my good frewd>*, wherof I 
am sorowfull. ' ' Syr,' quod she, ' I am sory therof / 28 
~ but that thynge that can not be recoueryd must be left / 

and she consoles — we be all made to dye. god shall haue mercy on his 
soule* / with suche lyke wordes Esclaramonde and 
Gerames apeacyd Huon / 2 whan they were in the hall 32 
they vnarmyd them / and went to dyner / and after 4 
mete 6 they lokyd out at y* wyndowes / to se the coun- 

1 Fol. 1. col 2. 2 and. 3 Loue. * afterwardea. 
6 omitted. 
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tenaunce of y* painyms / than Geraraes sayd to y* myn- 
strell Mouflet, 1 ' frende, I pray the take thy vyall, and 
gene vs a songe to make his 2 mery' / 3 the mynstrell MoaSet delight* 

the Frenchmen 

4 tooke his instrument and gaue them a 4 swet songe, the with um mwdu ur 
whiche was so me 5 lodyus 6 to here that they all beleuyd 
7 they had been in paradyce / and they all made 8 great 
ioy with suche a ioyfull 9 noyse / that the paynyms 10 

8 without dyd here it / & sayd amonge them self e, 1 A, 
these f renchemen are peple to be f earyd and doughtyd 9 / 
and they were ryght sorowf ull for the men that they 
had lost by the pro wee of 11 .xiiii persons. 

12 Howe the good prouost Guyer, brother to 
Gerames, aryued at the porte of Anfalerne. 

Capitulo .lx. 

"Han that kynge Iuoryn saw & knew 
16 % l\ I the grete losse that he had receyuyd, 
he was ryght sorowf ull / 12 than the 
admyrall Galaffer sayd / 'sir, for y e The Admire! ' 
honour of Mahouml,.be not so sore troubled / for good cheer. 
20 a thynge y' whiche ye shall well acheue & brynge 
to an end. ye knowe well these frenchemen are 
as a byrde beynge in a cage / for they can not 
scape nother by londe nor water, & they are without 
24 hope of any rescue, to daye they were .xiiii, and 

now they be but .xiii. ye are lodgyd in a good The Frenchmen 

cannot long hold 

towne, & haue the feldes and the see at your plea- against their 
sure / it is not possyble for them to escape / they haue 
28 nother ship nor galay to flye in / 13 syr, apeace your 
selfe ; suffer them to wast theyr vytayllea.' by thes 
wordes, sum what kynge Iuoryn was apeasyd ; & the 
frenchemen in y* castell deuysyd togyther / & Huon 

1 my. * Pynson, 'his.' 1601, vs. 3 then, 4 most. 

6 Fol. I back, col 1. 8 for. 7 that. 8 exceeding. 

• cheerefull. » that were. 11 these. u and. 
13 Therefore. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lx. 



Haon fears that 
the Frenchmen 
will receive no 
•uooour. 



With Gerames 
he goes down to 
the aeaahore 
out of sight of the 
view of the 



A ship with a red 
croM on the mast 
is seen coming 
near to the port. 



Haon approaches 
it, and asks the 
sailors for the 
master of the 



The sailors are 
afraid when they 
aee that they are 
arrived at 
Anfalern. 



sayd to 1 Gerames, 1 frende, ye se well we be here 
inclosyd, & we can nother departe by londe nor by 
see / nor we loke for no socoure of any man lyuynge / 
& here before vs are lodgyd paynynis who hathe sworne 4 
our dethes 1 / * sir,' quod Gerames, ' trew it is / but I 
hope in our lorde god that he wyll sende vs sum good 
aduenture / syr, 2 yf it please 8 you, let vs two go downe 
& sport vs by the water syde nere to y* porte tyll 4 nyght 8 
come/ ' I am content,' quod Huon / 'we may go 
theder, and be not sene by the paynyms / for thether 
myght come shyppe or galay with out daunger of the 
towne ' / thether they went ; and whan it was nere 1 2 
hande nyght, Huon lokyd in to the see & saw a shyppe 
comynge thether warde / than Huon sayd to Gerames / 
'frende, beholde yonder comyth a shyppe with full 
sayle. they wyll aryue at this porte. they be crysten 16 
men, I se wel, by the tokens that the shyppe doth 
bere / for on the mast I se a rede crosse* / 'syr,' 
quod Gerames, ' by all that I can se, the shyppe is of 
fraunce / & therfore, as I haue sayd to you before, god 20 
wyll sende vs sum good aduenture ' / & therwith, by 
fere of the tempest, the shyppe came in to the hauen, 
and cast theyr ancres. Than Huon aprochyd to the 
shyppe, & demaundyd for the patrone & for the mayster 24 
of them that were in the shyppe / than the maryners 
regardyd y e place where as they were / & they knew 
clerely 6 by the grete toure / that they were in y e porte 
of Anfalerne / wherof they had greate fere, & sayd one 28 
to an nother, 1 A, good lorde god, helpe vs / for we se 
wel we are but deed, syn 6 we be aryued here in this 
porte / for we know well that the lorde of this place is 
y* moost crudest paynym betwen this & the red see.' 32 
Thus they compleynyd them one to another / and 
Huon, who was nere them, vnderatode them well, and 

1 vnto. * and. 8 Fol. 1. back, col. 2. 



* vntill. 



plainly. 



seeing. 
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sayd, 'Syrs, haue ye no dought of detli, for ye are Huon ten* them 

how Frenchmen 

aryued at a good porte / I requyre you 1 shew me fro hold the caatie. 
whense ye cam, and what ye be 9 / and they answeryd 
4 and sayd, 'syr, syn 2 ye can speke frenche, we shall 
shewe you so that ye wyll assure our lyues.' * Syrs/ 
quod Huon, ' haue no fere of deth nor of any hurt that 
ye shal haue / for we that hath 3 this place in kepiwge They ten him 

o-, i -ill how they too are 

8 are frenchemen / therfore shew vs hardely your ententes. Frenchmen, 
' Syr/ quod they, * syn ye wold 4 knowe what we be / we 
are all borne in the countre of Fraunce / and one of vs 
is of seynt Omers / and sum of the cyte of Parys, and 

12 of dyuers other partes of the real me of Fraunce'/ 
'frendes/ quod Huon, ' I pray you shew me yf there 
be any amonge you / borne in the cyte of Burdeux.' 
' Syr/ quod one of them / ' here is one in this shyp that »nd that amon* 

16 was borne in Burdeux, an olde, aun*yent man / I from Bordeaux, 
thynke he be of an .C. yere of a^e / his name is Guyer / 
and we are goynge a 5 pylgremage, for the loue of our on a pilgrimage 
lorde Jesu Cryst, to vysyt the holy sepulcure / but stpuicm^ 

20 fortune, by force of tempest of the see, hathe causyd vs 
to aryue here, 6 the whiehe* tempest hath enduryd 
these thre dayes & thre nyghtes passyd / wherby we be 
so wery & so sore trauayled that we can do no more 9 / 

24 1 f rende/ quod Huon, 1 1 pray you shewe hym forth, that Huon aaka to •<* 
ye speke of 1 / than the patron of the shyp commauwdyd 
that the olde man of Burdeux sholde com forth, than 
Guyer the prouost cam to Huon, & sayd, ' sir, beholde and recognizes 

in him the 

28 me here ! what please 7 it you to say to mel / whan provoat. 
Huon sawe hym, he knew incontynent that it was 
Guyer the prouost / & sayd, 1 frende, I requyre you He inquire, the 
shew me where ye were borne / & what hath mouyd journey. 

32 you to come hether, seynge the grete age that ye be of, 
and to shew me what is your name.' ' Syr/ quod he, 
4 1 shall shew you y e trouthe / I had a lorde whom I 

1 to. 8 seeing. 3 haue. 4 Fol. li. col. I. 

6 omitted. 4 and this. T pleaseth. 

CHARL. ROM. VI. P 



Digitized by 



Googk 



210 



Guyer tells how 
lie once t erved 
Hnon of 
Bordeaux, 



HUON OF BURDKUX. 



[Co. lx. 



whom 

Clmrlomngue 
banished; 



and how the 
duchess, Huon's 
moUier, U dead ; 



and how Gerard, 
Humi's brother, 
holds all his land, 
and how he rules 
so tyrannically 



that the barons of 
the country have 
sent him, the old 
provost, to week 
out Huon, the 
rightful heir, 



louyd entyerly; he was son to duke Seuyn of Bur- 
deux / & he was called Huon / & so it fell 1 thai after 
the deth of his father about a .vii. yere, kinge Charle- 
mayn sent for hym to do his homage & to reseyue his 4 
londe of hym / the yonge man, by y e cowmaundement 
of his mother, 2 & his brother Gerard with hym, tooke 
theyr way towardes Parys / and by the way kynge^ 
Charlemayns sonne called Chariot was lyenge in a wood 8 
by the counsell of certen traytours, & there lay in a 
waye to haue slayne Huon & his brother Gerarde / but 
the case fell other 3 wyse / for Huon slew Chariot, not 
kuowmge who it was; wherfore kynge Charlemayn 12 
banyshyd hym 4 the realme of Fraunce, and chargyd 
hym, or 5 he tournyd, 6 to go to Babilone to do a message 
to the adrayrall Gaudys / & 7 his brother Gerarde abode 
sty 11 at Burdeux to kepe the herytage / & than the 16 
duches his mother was so full of sorowe that her son 
was so banyshyd without cause / that she tooke th^re? 
such a maladye / that she dyed therof / a 9 .v. yere past / 
& so therby Gerarde is lorde & gouernour of all y* 20 
londes, & he is raaryed to the doughter of y e moost 
fellcst 10 tyraunt fro thense in to Spayne / & this Gerarde 
hath lerned of hym many yll customs, & hath left all 
y e good wayes that was vsyd in y* dayes of duke Seuyn 24 
& of y* duches his mother / & he hath reysyd vp in all 
his londea / new taylles & gables & inpossessyons, 11 & 
chasyd & put fro hym all noble men / he dystroyeth 
the burgesses and niarchaunte*, wedous & orphelyns / 28 
there cm no man shew you y* yll that he hath done & 
doth daylly / & he hath dysheryt me / & on a day the 
barons of the coimtre desyryd me that I wolde take the 
payne to go and serche, as well by londe as by water, yf 32 
I myght fynde the yonge lord Huon, who is our ryght- 



1 it fell so out. 
4 out of. 6 ere. 
8 therof. 9 about. 



8 he. 8 Fol. li. col. 2. 

6 returned. 7 But. 
10 cruellest. 11 Iuipoai lions. 
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full lord, it is nowe a 1 two yere that I haue serched and imtr he h« 
for hym in dyuers countrees / but I coude neuer here find him. 
one worde of hym, wherof I am ryght sorowfull / & to 

4 seke hym I haue spent all my golde & syluer / how be 
it, these good niarchaunte* hath taken me in to there 
shyp for the loue of god / they thought to haue brought 
me in to Fraunce / but by fortune we be here aryued at 

8 this porte.' 

% How Huon & Gerames, & al there com- 
pany, with the fayre Esclaranionde, dep«rtyd 
fro the castell of Anfalerne, & 2 entred in to 2 
12 the see. Ca. .lxi. 

Han Huon vnderstode y* prouost 
Guyer / he sayd to Gerames / ' Syr, Gcrame* reco*. 

r ^ i. / y i - , n««* »•!■ brotl.er 

come forthe here / 1 haue founde in Guyer. 
your brother ' / than Gerames came 
to his brother, & enbraced & 
kyssyd hym, & 4 all wepynge sayd, 
1 my dere frende & brother, ye be ryght hertely wel- 
20 com.' ' A, brother/ quod Guyer, ' nowe I care not 
whether I lyue or dye / syn 5 I haue fonnde you. and 
yf it were so yet that onnes or 6 I dyed I myght se 
my lorde Huon / than I cared not how sone I dyed.' 
24 ' A, dere brother/ quod Gerames, ' ye shall not dye so 

sone, & yet ye shall se Huon, whose presence ye so »nd ntums him 
sore desyre / it is Huon to whom ye haue spoken to 7 length found 

Huon. 

al this season ' / than Huon, sore wepynge, caw & en- 
28 braced Guyer, & sayd / ' my dere frend, your comynge 
is a ioye to my herte, for a more trewcr knyght can not 
be found 9 / * syr/ quod Guyer, * do ye know me 1 * / * ye, 
trewlye/ qwod Huon / * and do ye know me?' / ' ye, 

1 about. 2 ~ 2 sayled thence on. 3 Fol. 1i. back, col. 1. 
4 & after weeping. 6 seeing. 6 ihut yet once ere. 
7 omitted. 
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syr,' quod Guyer, * ye are sore 1 de>yryd in Fraunce / &, 
brother Gerames, I desyre you to shew me where ye 
haue ben syn 2 I saw you, for it is a s lx. yere syn 2 ye 
oeramm teiu his departyd out of Fraunce ' / than Gerames shewed hym 4 
adv«uturcs. all his lyfe / & shewed at length how he founde Huon / 
longe they were talkynge togyther, wherof they of y* 
shyp were ryght ioyfull / for than they saw well they 
were aryued at a good porte / 4 than Huon sayd to the 8 
maryners, 1 Syrs, I pray you make this nyght no grete 
noyse, nor make no fyer, nor shewe no lyght / for here 
before the castell is lodged two admyralles / paynyms, 
Haon pmposes who hath 6 sworne that they wyll neuer coo hense 12 

that they and J J ° 

their company tyll 6 they haue V8 at theyr plesiV, therfore I counsell 

and E«claramonde . 

shaii embark for that we may scape out of this castell / we be here, 
ship in which a 3 .xiii. persons, & with vs a noble lady / wherfore 

Guyer is sailing, j re q Uvre you yg com j n ^ y QUT shyp^ or 16 

elles we be all lost / & fere not but ye shalbe well 
payed for your laboure ; ye shall haue gold & syluer as 
myche as ye wyll desyre.' 1 Syr,' quod the pa 7 trone, 
'ye nede not to speke of any golde or syluer / for this 20 
our shyp is yours, to do ther with at your pleasure ' / 
' syr/ qiwd Huon, * I thawke you of your courtesye / I 
praye you & your company come with me in 8 the 
castell, and I shall charge your shyp with golde & 24 
syluer, & ryche iewelles & presyus stoones / that you 
& al youra shal be ryche for euer / this must be done 
in hast, or 9 the paynyms here without parseyue vs / for 
yf they pcrceyue vs, we shal neuer get hense, for 10 in- 28 
contynent they wyll sende 11 of theyr shyppes, & take 
thys shyp.' ' sir* quod the patrone, ' we are redy to obey 
Huon invites the your co?nmaundemente$ 9 / 4 than y* patrone & .xxiiii. 
tiie treasure in maryners went with Huon in to the castell / & chargyd 32 
ti.eca.tie. ^ ^ e treasure that was within y* castell, <& other 
ryches that Huon & his company had taken in the 

1 greatly. 9 since. * about. 4 and. 6 haue. 6 untill. 
7 Fol. li. back, col, 2. • to. 9 before. 10 but. » some. 
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towne / they bare all in to y e shyp, & vytaylles suffy- 
cyent / than Huon toke Esclaramonde by y* hande, all 
smylynge, & sayd, * fayre lady, one thynge I demaunde 
4 of you / be ye not dyspleasyd to leue y* countre <fe 
londe where as ye were borne V 'Syr,' quod she, 'I EecUramonde 

. _ , , \ ' . declare, tliat she 

haue longe desyryd to se y* day that I nowe do ee 1 / u winiug to leave 

her native land. 

well we may thauke our lord god Iesu Cryst, 2 that 
8 hath gyuen vs that grace to be sette 3 out of the handes 
of y e enemyes of y e fayth of Cryst, wherin we ought 
to beleue* / than Huon entred in to the shyp, & y* 
fayre Esclaramonde, & Gerames, & all the other com- 

12 pany ; so they were in nombre within y e ship a 4 .xxxiiii. 
persons / & with them was Mouflet y* mynstrell / & 
whan they were all entred in to the shyp, & y e shyp At length the 
chargyd with all thynges necessarye / they weyed vp F^ P n^wUh°the 

16 theyr ancres, & lyft 6 vp theyr say lies / & so had a good S™Eteian£ ht " 
freshe wynde / so that they were within a whyell far ^n'™** much 
fro y e londes of y* .ii. admyralles sarazyns / they saylled 
so 6 that or 7 it was daye lyght they were passyd y* coost 

20 of y e Kodde* / & so passid 8 by the yle of Cret / & so, 

by the ayde of god & good wynde, they aryued at y' They toon arrive 
porte of Brandys / & so aboute noone, y* admyrall that ** Brond3r *' 
lay at 9 sege before y* castell of Anfalerne had gret 

24 meruayle that they coude se no man sterynge within 

the castell / than a paynym sayd to Iuoryn / 1 syr, know Newt of their 

. , . , , , - 3 , night Is brought 

for trouthe, within the castell ye shal fynde no man / to King ivoryn. 

the frenchemew are 10 fled ; But we can not tell how ' / 
28 when the two admyralles herd that / they were sore 

troubled; & in hast they sette forth a galay & .xxx. 

paynyms therin, cowmaundyng them to go to the 

posterne / the whiche they dyd incontynent / and 
32 whan they came theyr / they founde nother man nor 

woman / & u founde the posterne open / & so they entred 

1 therefore. 2 God. * fet (fetcht). 4 some. 
6 hoyaed. • long. 7 ere. 8 came. 
• Fol. lii. col. 1. 10 all. " but 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lxii. 



riieSHracent in to the castell, & than 1 openyd the brode gatca / & 

enter Die castle. r ' 

the two admyralles entred in, sore dyspleasyd that the 
frenchemen were so scapyd. Now let vs leue spekynge 
of theym, & returne to Huon, who was aryued in 4 
sauegarde at y' porte of Brandys. 



At Brondys Haoi. 
and his company 
go to church mid 
give thanks Tor 
their deliverance. 



Huon tells 
0;irin's wife of 
iier husband's 
death. 




% How Huon & his cowpany aryued at the 
porte of Brandys / and fro thense went to 
Rome to the pope, who weddyd togythers 
Huon and the fayre Esclaramonde ; & of 
theyr departynge 2 thense. Ca. .lxii. 

Han Huon & his company saw howe 
they were aryued at the porte of 12 
Brandys, they issuyd out of theyr 
shyp, & deuoutlye went to the chyrche 
of our lady / and there gaue laude & 
thankes 3 to our lorde god, 4 and to his mother and 16 
vyrgyne, our lady seynt Mary, in that they 4 had 
brought them thether in 5 sauegarde / than they went to 
Garyn of seynt Omers lodgynge. whan they came there, 
the lady of the house, who was ryght sage 6 and courtbys, 20 
cam to Huon & sayd, ' Syr, of your comynge I am ryght 
ioyus. 7 But, syr, I pray you wher ha 8 ue ye left Garyn 
my lord and housbondel for syn 9 I se hjm not with 
you, my hert trymbleth / for fere leest he be deed, or 24 
clles 10 sum great enc'imbrauTtce.' 11 'Dame/ 12 quod 
Huon, ' to hyde the trouthe fro you, can not cause you to 
haue hym agayne / for it hathe pleasyd 13 our lorde 13 god 
that he is departyd outc of this worlde / wherfore I wyll 28 
counsell you, as mych as ye may, leue doloure and 
heueneys / for we mu3t all come therto / and I repute 



1 so. * from. 
6 such. 6 wise. 
9 seeing. 10 of. 
12 Madame. 



3 praise. 4-4 that. 
7 ioyfull. 8 Fol. lii. col. 2. 
11 happened vnto him. 
13-13 omi tted. 
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you so sage 1 / that ye know well that for any sorow or 
wepynge that ye can 2 make, ye can not haue hym 
agayne ' / whan the ladye had herde Huon / she fell 
4 downe in a transe, more lyke to be deed than alyue / 
than Huon and his company set her vp, and comfortyd 
her as myche as they myght / than Esclaramonde tooke Esciaramonde 
and brought her in to her chambre / and dyd so mych her. 
8 with her fayre & swete wordes, that sum what she 
apeasyd her / and than, sore wepynge, she cam to Huon / 
& he sayd, 4 dame, 3 apeace your selfe, and pray for hym, 
for we must all passe the same passage ' / with these 

12 wordes and such other, y* lady was apeasyd / than they 
washt and went to dyner / and after, Gerames & other 
of his company went in to y* towne, and bought horse 
and mules to ryde on, & bought ryche gownes all in 

1 6 one lyuery. ther they taryed an 4 .viii. dayes, & on the Ki»ht dayt ihey 

» i * « remain at 

.ix. daye they payed the patroue of the shyp in suche Bron.iyt. 
wyse that he was ryche euer after, & euery maryner 
had a good rewarde / wherof they thanked Huon, & 

20 offeryd to do hym seruyce. Than Huon and Esclara- The muter and 

* - aailoraofthediip 

monde, with all his 6 co?/ipany, tooke theyr leue of there tiua rescued them 
hostes, whom they left sore wepynge / and at thcyr rewarded, 
departynge, Huon gaue her a ryche gyft, wherof humbly 
24 she thanked hym / 6 whan they were all redy, and theyr 

baggage trussyd 7 / they departyd & tooke the way Huon and 

-r* .i . Etrlaramonde 

towardes Rome with grete loy & gladnes / who so euer and his company 
was ioyfull, Guier the prouost was 8 ioyfull in two 

28 maners / one, in that he had founde his lorde Huon / 
and the other, for that he had founde his brother 
Gerames, and also by cause that his lorde Huon had 
fulfylled the message that kynge Charlcmain had 

32 chargyd hym to doo to the admyrall Gaudys / so longe 
they rode, 9 that in a mornynge they came to Rome, & 

1 wise. 8 emitted. 8 Madame. 4 about. 
6 their. • and. 7 vp. 8 Fol. Hi. back, col. 1. 
0 together. 
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On their arrival 
they all vbil the 
Pope. 



Huon tells Mm 
hotr lie lias 
accomplished the 
Emperor's 
mission, 



and aake him to 
admit E»clnra- 
monde into the 
Christian 
communion. 



Next day 
Escl.-iramonde 
and Mouflet are 
both christened. 



alvghtyd at theyr lodgynge / than they al togyther 
went to here theyr 1 deuyne seruyce: & as they Issued 
out of the chyrche, they met a seruauut of the popys / 
than Huon demaundyd of hym in what estate the pope 4 
was in. 1 Syr/ quod the squyer, ' he is redy to here 
niesse 12 / than Huon & his company lept on theyr horses, 
and rode to the popys palays, and theyr alyghtyd / and 
than Huon held the fayre Esclaramonde by the hande / 8 
& the good prouost Guyer held his brother Gerames by 
the hande / and so all the other .ii. and .ii. 3 than they 
founde the pope set 4 in his trone deuysyng with his 
eardyuelles / than Huon approchyd & salutyd hym 12 
humbly / whan the pope beheld Huon, he knew hym 
iiicontyiiewt, & rose vp, & came 6 & enbracyd Huon, 1 
& kyssyd his cheke, and sayd / 1 fayre sonne Huon, ye 
be welcom ! I pray you shew me howe it is with you, 16 
& shew me of your aduentures.* ' Syr/ qnod Huon, ' I 
haue enduryd yll 6 and trouble ynough, & all these 
other that are come with me / but thanked be oure 
lorde 7 Iesu Cryst, 7 it is so now 8 I haue brought with 20 
me / the berde & great teth of the admyrall Gaudys / 
& haue also brought his doughter, who is here present / 
&, s/r, I requyre you to geue her crystondome / and 
than I wyll wed her to my wyfe/ * Huon/ q?*od y* 24 
pope, 1 all this pleasyth me ryght well to do, and the 
rather syn 9 it is your pleasure ; & I desyre you tary 
here with me this nyght.' ' Syr/ quod Huon, ' your 
pleasure shal be myn. 1 Thus Huon and -his company 28 
taryed with y e pope all that nyght, wher as they made 
grete ioy / an<l in the next mornynge / 10 A funt was 
made redy / wherin the fayre Esclaramounde was 
crystenyd without chaungynge of her name / and also 32 
there was crystonyd Mouflet the mynstrell / & he was 



1 omitted. 
6 to him. 



9 many euila. 



3 together. 



xl. 



* sitting. 
8 that. 



9 seeing. 10 Fol. lii. back, col. 2. 
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narayd 1 Garyn. 2 whan the sacremewt of baptysme The minetret 

uke * the nime of 

was fynyshyd / the pope hymselfe 3 sange masse;* Gariu. 
fyrst he confessyd Huon, & assoylled hyin of all his 
4 synnes ; 4 than he wedded hyin to Esclaranionde / and 
whan 5 aU the 6 deuine seruyce was endyd / then they 
went all with the pope to his palays, and there was The Pope marrice 

Htioti to 

made the solempnytes of y* maryage / 6 to shew the Eecinnunonde, 
8 maner of theyr seruyce, with meete* and drynkes and 
aparell of the brydes / it 7 sholde be tedyous 7 to reherce 
it. But one thynge I dare well say, 8 there had not ben 
sene 9 longe 2 before, suche a glory us and ryche fest / for >y T »» j^** 1 

12 the pope dyd as myche 10 as tho they had ben his ovvne 
brother and syster / the melodye of the mynstrelles 
that played was so swete and delectable that euery 
man was satyafyed with the herynge therof / and 

16 specyally it was meruayle to here Garyn, the newe 
crysten 11 mynstrell, to play / he played so swetly on his 
vyall that it was 12 ioy to here it / Thus there was Greet joy u in the 

Pope'e peine*. 

gret ioy in the popys palays / and 13 yf they had ben 
20 well serued at the dyner 13 / it was better at soupper / 
than 2 at nyght euery man with-drew 14 / and the new 
brydes lay togyther in grete pleasure all that nyght / 
& in the mornyng they rose & herd masse, 15 & than 
24dynid / 2 tha?i they trussyd 1 * all theyr baggages, & 
chargyd theyr somers / mules & mulettes / & sadelyd 
theyr horses / 2 than Huon & Esclaramonde went & toke 
theyr leue of the pope, & thankyd hyra of 17 y* honour 
28 & grete courtesy that he had shewed them. ' Syr/ 

quod y* pope, 'yf it wold please you to tary lenger Huon end hie 

wife tnke their 

here with me, my goodes and my house snold be at leeve of the Pope, 
your commaundement. , ' Syr,' quod Huon, ' I can not 

1 called. 2 and. 3 3 said seruice. 4 faultea, 
6 ~ 5 omitted. 6 but. 7-7 would be otier-tedioiw. 
8 that. of ft long time. 10 for them. 

11 christened. 12 great. 

13—13 euen ag they were well serued at dinner, so. 
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render 1 thankes to jour holynes for y e good that ye 
haue done to vs. But, syr, lenger 2 1 can not tary, for 
the grete desyre that I haue to acomplyshe the rest 
of my besynes / therfore, syr, I recommaunde you to 4 
our lord god.' the pope kyssyd Huon, & touchyd* 
Esclaramond by the hande. Thus they tooke theyr 
leue / and at theyr departynge, y' pope sent to them a 
Somer chargyd with gold, and clothes of sylke / and 8 
thus they departyd fro Rome. 

% Howe Huon and his company aryued at 
the abbay of Mauryse, whereas he w ? as 
reseyued by the abbot and couent with 12 
grete reuerence. Ca. .lxiii. 

Fter that Huon had take leue of the 
4 holy father the 4 pope, he and his 
company departyd, & the fay re 16 
"»™«»<i Esclaramonde was mountyd on a 

ride from Rome to j^SM^^IM/ lav re mule 4 ryehely aparelyd 4 / 6 so 

Bordeaux. C^^^t^y^ J J tr J I 

longe they rode Hhrowe cytyes / townes / and 
vyiages 4 tyll they myght se 4 afarre of, the stepelles 20 
and toures of 4 the cyte 6 of Burdeux / whan Huon 
sawe it, he lyft vp his handes to y' heuen, thankiwge 
god of his grace that he had brought hym thether 
in saue garde / and than he sayd to Esclaramonde, 24 
'fay re lady, yonder ye may se 4 before you 4 the 
cite and countre wherof ye shalbe lady & duches / 
though it hath been or 7 thys tyme a realine.' 'Syr,' 
Guyertheprovn«t quod Guyer the prouost, 'it is good ye regarde wyslye 28 
inform a neigh, your besyne*, the whiche touchy th you ryght nere ; 
huSlJui^ 0 ' and, syr, yf ye wyll do by 8 my counsell / sende fyrst 
to an abbay that is here by, called the abbay of 

1 sufficient 2 Fol. liii. col. I. 3 tooke. 
4 — 4 omitted, 6 and. 6 town. 7 ere. 8 after. 
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Mauryse / the abbot is a notable clerke ; lette hym know 
of your comynge, & that ye wyli dyne with hym.' 
' Syr,' quod Huon, ' your counsell is to be beleuyd ' / 
4 Uhan Huon sent to the abbot, certefyeng hym of his 
comynge / whan the abbot knew of Huons 2 comynge he 
was ryght ioyfull, for he louid intyerly Huo?i, wh erf ore 
he sore desyred the syght of hym / than he called all his The Abbot buu 

all hit monks 

8 couent, and chargyd them, in the vertue of obedyence, give Huon * 
to 8 reue8t them selues with crosse and myter & copes, 3 
to reseyue Huon, the ryghtfull enherytour to the 
countre of Burdeux / though the kyuges of Fraunce be 

12 our founders. But as to oure goode neyboure, we wyll 
doo this reuerence / for honoure is dew to them that dy- — 
serueth it 1 j than the couent, as they were cowmaundyd, 
orderyd thewnelues / & so went out of the abbay to 

16 mete Huon, who, whan he saw them, he alyghtid a 4 
fote, and also Esclaramonde and Gerames, and all the 
other / thus the abbot and his couent in ryche 6 copes 
syngynge 5 mette with Huon / whan Huon was nere to 

20 the abbot, he was ryght ioyfull / and the abbot, who 
anone knew Huon, came to hym ryght humblye, 
and sayd / 'syr duke of Burdeux, thankyd be god inprocewion 

J 1 J > J © they »lii« together 

that ye are come home, for your presence hath longe ««> honour or 

Huon't return. 

24 ben desyryd ' / than they embrasyd eche other with 
wepynge teres for ioy / than the abbot welcomyd y 
prouost Guyer and all the other. But he knew not 
Gerames ; for yf he had, he wolde haue made hym 

28 great fest.« 

% How the good abbot sent word to duke 
Gerard of Burdeux how his brother Huon 
was in the abbay of Mauryse. 
32 Capitulo .lxiiii. 

1 and. 1 Fol. liii. col. 2. 3 -° make them selues readye. 
4 on. 6 — 5 clothes seeming. 6 feasting. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lxiv. 



Huon and his 
company tarry at 
the abbey of 
Maury se, 



and art right wall 
entertained. 




Huon relates the 
■ucce«t of his 
mission. 



The Abbot 
advises Huon to 
Inform hit 
brother of his 
return. 



A messenger Is 
despatched. 



?Hus the abbot with hys coue/*t brought 
Huon to the abbay of Mauryse J with 
solempne processyon 1 / and Huon and 
Esclararaonde a * fote folowyd 8 the 4 
crosses ; 8 & whan he came in to the 
chyrch, 1 Huon kyst al y* holy 4 relikes, and 1 Huon 
offeryd great gyftes / & after theyr offeriwges & prayers 
made / they went in to the hall, and went to dyner. 8 
how well they were seruyd, nede not to be rehersyd / 
they had euery thynge that nedyd / the abbot 
sat by Huon, and eayd / 'syr, I pray you shew me 
how ye haue done, and how ye haue done 5 yonr 12 
message that ye were chargyd 6 by kynge Charlemayn.' 
1 Syr,' quod Huon, * thankyd be our lorde god, I haue 
acumplyshyd and done all that I was commaundyd to 
do, for I haue brought witn me y* berde & y e . iiii. 7 teth 16 
of y* admyrall Gaudys / & also I haue brought with me 
his doughter, the fayre Esclaramonde, whom I haue 
weddyd in the cyte of Rome; & to morowe, by the 
grace of god, I wyll departe to go to kynge Charlemayne 20 
my soueraygne lord ' / ' Sir/ quod the abbot, • of that 
I am ryght ioyus 8 / but, 1 sir, 1 yf it were your pleasure, 
I wolde sende to certyfye your comming to Gerard your 
brother / that he myght se you or 9 ye departyd 10 24 
hense* / 'str,' qnod Huon, ' I am co?itent n ye sende for 
hym ' / than y e abbot commanwdyd a squyer of his to 
go for duke Gerard / & so he went, & restyd not tyll he 
cam to Burdeux before duke Gerarde, & sayd, ' syr, if 28 
it be your pleasure to come to y e abbaye of seynt 
Mauryse / there shall ye fynde your brother Huon, who 
is come stray te 12 fro beyond y e see* / whan duke 
Gerarde herd surely 13 how his brother Huon was com to 32 



*— 1 omitted, % on. 3 — 3 them. 

* Fol. Iiii. back, col. 1. 6 ended. • to do. 7 great. 
8 ioyful. • before. 10 depart. 11 that. 
l% lately. 13 certainely. 
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y* abbay of seiwt Maurise, he was so ouercorae with yre Qm^grow 

angry wh«n th% 

& dyspleasure / that his vysage became ly ke a flame of nm it brought 
fyer, & sayd to y* messenger / ' go & retourne, & say to 
4 my brother Huon / that I wyll incowtynent com & but promts u> 

Tigit him at the 

vysyt hym / 1 syr, quod he, ' I shal shew hym of jout aw»y. 
commynge/ & so departyd, & came agayne to the 
abbay, & shewyd Huo/i what his brother Gerarde had 
8 sayd. And whan duke Gerard sawe that the messenger o«rard eaiu on 

Oybooart, hit 

was departyd, he was sorowfull and pensyue, and called tmitoroo* frthtr- 
to hym his father in law, his wyfes father, who was uim. ' 
nainyd Gybouars / the most faPsest traytour that was 

1 2 fro y* Est to the west / & Gerarde sayd to hym / ' sir, 
I pray you geue me counsell in that I haue to do / for 
all the deuelle* in hell / hath brought my brother Huon 
fro the partes beyonde y* see, & he is now present in 

16 the abbay of sei/it Maury se / the- abbot there hath sent 
me worde therof, & that I shold com thether to spoke 
with hym / for as to morowe he wyll departe to go to 
Parys to the kynge, so that whan he is come thether, he whtn Huon g<»t 

20 wyll do so mych / that all his londe shalbe renderyd to Emptror, ail hit 
hym / so 2 that I shall haue neuer a fote of londe 8 but mtorld'tohim. 
that 4 ye haue geue/i me with my wyfe, your dough ter / 
wherfore, dere father in lawe, I pray you in this grete 

24 mater to counsell and to 5 ayde me, or elles I am but 

lost ' / ' fayre son/ quod Gybouars, ' dysmay you no Gybouara 

promU • to 

thynge / for without my wyt do fayle me, I thynke to outwit Huon. 
playe hym a tourne, that it had been better for hym to 
28 hauo taryed there 6 he was / than to 7 come hether to 
clayme any 8 londe.' 

% How Gybouars of Beam, & Gerard, Ima- 
genyd 9 Huons deth / and how the traytour 
32 Gerarde cam to se his brother Huoa, who 
with gret ioy reseyuyd hym. Ca. .lxv. 

1 Fol. liii. back, col. 2. * and. 3 left me. 4 which. 
* omitted. • where. 7 have. 8 my. 9 practised. 
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Gybouars bids 
Gerard go to 
Huon, 



and, itfter giving 
him a loving 
welcome, 



Induce him to aet 
out with him for 
Bordeaux. 



In n little wood 
Gybouars will lie 
in ambush to 
seize Huon and 
make him 
prisoner, 



and no make an 

end of him. 



Gerard is also to 
r. »b hi in of the 
teeth and the 
beard he is 
bearing back, 



and it shall lie 
told the Emperor 
that Huou ho* 
returned without 
Ihein, 



«hcreil|Hm 
Charh'tnugne will 
surely dvinund 
his life. 



HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lxv. 




Hus, as ye haue herd, ! sayd these ii 
tray tours 1 / than Gybouars sayd to 
Gerarde / 1 fayre son, goo ye your way 
to your brother Huon, & take with you 4 
but one squyer / & whan ye come 
there, make to hym all the chere ye can / & shew 
hym as grete loue as ye can do, & humble your 
selfe to hym, to thentent that he take in you no sus- 8 
pecyon / & 2 whan y e mornynge commeth, hast hym 
to departe / & whan ye come with hym nere such a 
lytell wood, fynde sum rygurus wonles to hym, & 
make as though ye were dyspleasyd with hym / & I 12 
shalbe redy in that same lytell wood enbusshid, 3 and 
xl men of armes with me, & whan I se that wordes 
[be] 4 bet wen you / I shall Issu out, and slee all those 
that become 5 with hym, so that none shall scape alyue./ 16 
& than take your brother Huon, and cast hym into a 6 
pryson in on of the toures of your palays in Burdeux, 
and there myserably he shall ende his dayes / and than 
in hast ye shall ryde to Parys / but or 7 ye goo to Parys, 20 
ye shall take fro hym the admyralles berde & great 
teth / & than ye shall shewe to y* kynge, how Huon 
your brother is returnyd with out bryngyng other 
berde or teth of the admyrall Gaudys / and how for 24 
that cause ye haue set 8 hym in pryson / the kynge wyll 
beleue you, for he hateth greatly Huon, by cause of y* 
deth of his sonne Chariot whom he slew ; for the hate 
that the kynge hath to hym in his herte, shall neuer 28 
departe from hym / and therfore, sonne, whan ye be 
with your brother, demaunde of hym yf he haue the 
admyralles berde and teth, or not / and whether he do 
bero them hymselfe, or who elles / for yf he haue tlu m 32 
not, he shal neuer haue peace with y e kyng / but he 



| — 1 these two traitors conspired, and. 
3 Fol. liiii. (orig. xlix.) eol. 1. 4 are. 

• omitted. 7 ere. 8 put. 



* But. 
6 come. 
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wyll cause hym to bo slay no of an. yll 1 deth, other 2 
hangyd or drawyn ; for your brother layd hostage, ^ 
promysynge that he wolde neuer retourne without he 

4 brought with hym y e ad my rail Gaudys berde and great 
teth / and also he promysed that he sholde 3 neuer enter 
in to his herytage tyll he had spoken with the kynge \ 
& that was euiunyd hym on payne of deth.' Thus, as 

8 ye haue herde, these .il traytours deuysyd and con- 
cludyd the deth of Huon. 1 Gerarde, , quod Gybouars / Gybouar* goes to 

assemble forty 

'thynke well of 4 your besynes / & I shall go & mm to lie with 
assemble to-gether .xl. of my moost secrete seruante*, 

12 & in other places where as 5 I can gette them, to 
furnyshe this entrepryso.' 'Syr/ quod Gerarde, 'I 
shall goo to the abbay to se my brother whan it is a 
lytell nerer to y e nyght* / & 6 whan the owre came, the 

16 f%lse traytour departyd 7 fro Burdeux, & with hym but o«rard set* out 
one squyer, & so 8 rode tyll he 8 came to the abbay /& there from Bordeaux, 
alyghtyd : & whan he perseyuyd his brother Huon / he 
enbrasyd & kyssyd hym with suche a kysse as Iudas kyst J Ie ( *^ h | ,m * 

20 Cryst / whan Huon saw Gerarde his brother come wtt/» 
suche humylite / the water fell fro his / 9 iyen for 9 kynd- 
nes, and enbrasyd hym & kyst hym, & sayd / ' ryght Hoon it over- 

. * _ Joyed to see hie 

dere brother, I haue grete loy to se you ; I pray you brother. 

24 she we me how you haue done syn my departure/ ' Syr/ 
quod Gerarde, 1 ryght well, now I se you in good helth. , 
' Brother,' quod Huon, ' I haue gret meruayle thai ye 
be thus come alone without company.' ' Syr/ quod 

28 Gerarde, ' I dyd it for y e more humilyte, by cause I Oemrd promises 

to assemble all 

know not how ye shall spede with the kynge / nor the baron* to 
whether ye shall haue agayne your londe or no. yf god Bordeaux, 
wyll that ye shall haue it, I shall than 5 assemble all 
32 the barons of the countre 10 to reseyue you, and to make 
you chere accordynge / this, sir, I shall do tyll ye 

1 euill. 2 either. 3 would. 4 on. 
6 omitted. • so. 7 Fol. liiii. (prig, xlix.) col. 2. 
8 they. 9-9 eyes with. 10 court. 
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retourne / often 1 tymys these grete prynces are mutable 
& lyghtly beleuyth ; for this cause, sir, I am secretly 
Huon thank! com to you.' ' Brother/ quod Huon, ' your aduyse is 

Gerard, and saye , oi/i a 

how he i« setting good : I am content that ye thus so 3 do / and to morow 4 
out roi Parii ^ tymys I wyll departe towardes Parys ' / than these 
two bretherne toke eche other by the hand, makynge 
grete ioy. ' Brother/ quod Gerard, ' I am ryght ioyous 
whan I se you thus retournyd in helth and prosperyte / 8 
haue ye acumplyshyd the message that kynge Charles 
chargid you withal V /' brother/ quod Huon, ' know for 
with the beard trouthe that I haue the berde & grete teth of the 
Admiral Oaudtsse, admyrall Gaudjs ; & besyde that, I haue brought with 12 
me his doughter, y* fayre Esclaramounde, whom I haue 
taken to my wyfe, and weddyd her in the cyte of 
and much Rome; and also I haue here with me .xxx. somers 

treasure from the 

East. chargyd with gold and syluer & ryche melles gamyshyd 16 

wi'tA prcsyous stones / wherof y e halfe parte shalbe 
yours / & yf I shold shew you y e paynes / trauelle*, & 
pouertyes that I enduryd 3 syn 4 I saw you last, it sholde 5 
be ouer long to reherse.' ' Syr/ quod Gerarde, * I be- 20 
leue you well / but, syr, I pray you shewe me by what 
meanes or ayde ye dyd brynge your enterpryse to an 

Huon teiis how ende.' ' Brother/ quod Huon, ' it was by a kynge of the 

him, fayrye, called Oberon, who dyd me such socoure and ayde, 24 

that I came to my purpose, and strake of the admyralle* 
hede, and so toke his berde and great teth.' ' Brother/ 

and how the quod Gerarde, '& how do ye kepo them, & where V 

objects or his , _ 

mi-sion are kept 'Brother/ quod Huon, 'beholde here Gerames, who 
rameessie, ^ em ^ j ^ U „ Q Q^ e ron dyd set them 

there by the fayrye & by the wyll of god 1 / ' syr/ quod 
he, 'whiche is Gerames V 'Brother/ quod Huon, 
' here ye may se hym before you : he with the great 32 
hore* berde.' ' Syr/ quod Gerarde, ' of what londe is 

1 for. * omitted, 

8 Kol. liiii. (orig. xlix.) back, col. 1. 4 since. 
6 would. • hoarie. 
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he of 1 '/ 'he is of the best frendes that I haue/ quod and how he had 

chanced to meet 

Huon / * and he is Brother to the good prouost Guyer / Genmea. 
ye neuer herd speke of a trewere nor more noble man / 
4 I found hym in a wood, where as he had dwelt a 1 .xL 
yere in penaunce / god aydyd me greatly whan I founde 
hym / for yf he had not ben, I coude not haue retourned 
he the r / mych payne and pouerte he hath endurid for 
8 my sake. And now, Brother, I pray you shewe me 
ho we ye haue done syn I departyd fro you. it hath ben 
Bhewyd me 2 ho we ye be 2 rychely maryed / 1 praye you 
where was your wyfe borne, and of what lynage is she Hnon i«rn* of 

12 of r 'Syr/ quod Gerard, 'she is doughter to duke 3 atrard,wU! * 
Gybouars of Cecyle, who is a great lorde, and 4 hath 
great londes & sygnoryes.' 4 'Brother/ quod Huon, 'I 
am sory that ye haue taken suche alyaunce / for I know »nd deplore* that 

16 hym for the moost traytor that can be founde, & 5 moost law who Is a 
vntrewest,' 4 Syr,' quod Gerarde, « ye do yll to say so, wpuUd trmitor * 
for I take hym for no suche person.' 



f Howe these .ii. bretherne departyd fro the 
20 abbay aboute mydnyght / & how the 
traytor Gerarde began 6 to fall at rude 
wordes with Huon whan they aprochyd 
nere to the wood where as Gybouars lay in 
24 7 a busshernent. 7 Ca. .lxvi. 

Hu8 as these two bretherne deuysyd of 
Gybouars, the abbot came to them & The Abbot invite* 

Huon and 

demauwdyd of Huo?) yf it were his brother to supper, 
pleasure to go to supper. ' syr/ quod 
Huon, 1 whan it please you, I & my 
brother shalbe redy.' the fayre 

1 about. *— 1 that ye are very. 3 omitted. 
Signior. 6 the. 0 Fol. liiii. {prig, xliz.) back, col. 2. 
7 — 7 in ambush. 
CHARL. ROM. VI. Q 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lxvi. 



Esclaramonde, who was wery of trauayle, was in her 
chamhre apart, and dyuers other of her company with 
her, where as she souppyd & lay that nyght / Huon 
was sumwhat troublyd by cause his brother had taken 4 
to his wyfe the doughter of a traytor / thus they 
wasshyd & Hhan sat 1 down to supper, where 2 as 2 they 
were rychely seruyd, & at another table sat the prouost 
Guyer & Gerames his brother, & dyuers other barons. 8 
Gerard bates Gerarde behelde y* prouost, whom he vtterly hatyd, by- 

Quyer the provost _ J > J 

because he went cause he went to 8eke for Huon / he sware to hym 

in search of 

Huon, selfe, that yf he myght onnes go out of the abbay, 

and longs for Ui that he shold be y e fyrsf 3 sholde lese his lyfe / 4 he 12 
dyd ete & drynke but lytell for thynkynge to accom- 
plyshe his yil entrepryse / whan they had suppyd, 
they rose fro the horde / & theyr beddcs were made 
redy. Than Huon called y e abbot apart, and sayd / 16 
*syr, I haue 2 in you grete trust / I haue 2 brought 
hether with me gret ryches. I wyl leue it here wtt/* 
you to kepe tyll my retoume, & I pray you, for any 
Huon trives his maner of thynge that may fall, delyuer it to 5 no man 20 
keeping of the lyuynge, But all onely to my selfe ; and yf god gyue 
Abbot. me the grace to retourne, your parte shalbe therin.' 

* Syr/ qiio& the abbot, ' al that ye take me to kepe 
shalbe sauely kept to your behoue / & I shall do so 24 
that ye shalbe content/ than 6 he went to bed, and 
Gerard with hym / then 7 Gerard sayd, 6 brother, yf 
ye thynke it good, I shall call you 8 betymes / for it 
semeth that to morrowe the day wyl be hote.' *Bro- 28 
Gerard and Huon ther/ quod Huon / * I am content.' Thus they lay 

«leep together In _ . _ ' . , , ^ , , , 

one bed. togyther in one bed / but the traytoure Gerard had no 

lyst to slepe, for the great desyre that he had to be 
reuenged of his brother, who neuer dyd hym ony 32 
trespas / alas ! why dyd not Huon knowe his entente 1 
if he had, the mater had not gone so to passe / at laste 

1-1 sate them. *- 2 omitted. 8 that. 4 and. 
6 vnto. 6 Fol. lv. col. 1. 7 where. 8 vp . 
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the houre cam that the cock**s began to crow, then 
Gerarde a- woke Huon and say J / ' brother, it were good 
for vs to aryse, for anone it wyl be day. it is good to fn ^" cock " 
4 ryde in the coole 1 / a ! 1 the ylJ traytoure / his thought ^fp^T^SL* 0 
was other wyse. Whan Huon herd his brother, he i ° un " / * 
rose vp / and so 3 euery man a rose 5 & made them redy / 
' syr/ quod Gerames, ' how is it that ye be so hasty to Gmmn 
8 departe 4 henst I praye you let me slepe a lytell S^2^tL». 
lenger ' / 4 syr/ qwod Gerarde, 1 that is yll sayd / for he 
that hath besynes to do that toucheth hym nere ought 
not to slepe nor reste tyll 5 his besynes is* fynysshed.' 
12 'By my trouthe,' quod Huon, * my brother sayth But Huon jodg« 

it wise, and bm 

trouthe, for I haue good 7 desyre to speke with kyng and his party 
Charlemayne ' / than euery man trussed 8 and toke theyr abboiT^ ° fth * 
horses, & the fay re Esclaramo/ide was redy and mounted 

16 on a 9 mule, & so they all toke theyr leues of the abbot, 
who was ryght sorowful that they 10 departyd 10 so erly / 
then the gates were opened, and so departyd .xiiiL in 
a company / and Esclaranioud made the .xv. and 

20 Gerard rode before to lede the?u the 11 way that he wolde award u*i» th« 
haue them to ryde / la Esclaramonde, 18 richely 13 aparelled, W * y> 
rode very soberly / & she came to Huon & sayd / * str, 
I can not tell what me ayleth / but my herte is so sore E^aramonde u 

troabUd at heart. 

24 troubled that all my flesshe 14 trymbleth ' / 'dame/ 15 quod 
Huon, ' be not dysmayed nor haue no 16 fere / for ye be 
in a good couwtre, where, by the grace of god, ye shall 
be smied lyke a prynces and lady of the cou/itre ' / 

28 and 17 with those wordes spekynge her mule stumbled Herhon* 

itumbles. 

on the one fote before / so that she had nere hande a 
grete falle / then Huon aproched to her & toke the 
brydle of the mule in his hande & sayd / * fayre lady, 
32 haue ye ony hurte? ' 'sir/ qwod she, 18 ' I had almost 

1 But. 8 omitted. 8 vp. 4 from. 6 vntill. 
6 be. 7 great. 8 vp their things. 9 stately. 
10-10 would depart. 11 right 18 and. 
13-13 being very sumptuously. 14 bodie. 16 Madame. 
18 any. « Fol. lv. col. 2. » but 

Q 2 



Digitized by 



Googk 



228 



HUON OP BURDRUX. 



[Ca. lxvi 



GeraroMbege 

Huon to return to 
the abbey and wait 
nntil the day- 



bat Gerard telle 
him hie feara are 
idle. 



When Hnon 
oomee to four 
croee road*, he 
ehooeee the one 
that leadi to 
Franc* and the 
Emperor. 



Gerard complaint 
that when Huon 
hai re-entered 
into hia landa, 
he liinrwelf wiU be 
lea pennileee, 



fallen/ ' By my fayth/ quod Gerames, ' we haue done 
J grete foly to departe or it be 1 day lyght/ ' Syrs/ 
quod Gerard, ' I neuer saw men so feref ull for so small 
a cause.' ' Syr/ quod Gerames, ' I knowe not why ye 4 
speke it / but yf I myghte 2 be byleued, we shall 2 not 
goo one fbote further / but returne agayne to the abbey 
tyll the 8 day lyght/ * By god/ quod Gerarde, 1 it were 
grete foly to returne agayne now for the stumblynge of 8 
a mule / I neuer saw men so ferefull. let vs ryde 
forth and make good chere ; I se y e day begynneth to 
apere' / so they rode forth tyll 4 they came to a crosse, 
where as there was .iiii. wayes, this was a legge fro the 12 
abbey / then Huon rested and sayd / ' loo, here is the 
border of the terrytory of y* abbey of saynt Mauris, 
and this one way is to Burdeux, the whiche waye I 
wyll not ryde, for so I haue prbmysed to kynge Charle- 16 
mayne / to whom I neuer yet falsyd my fayth. yf I 
dyd it sholde be the cause that I myght lese my 
seynory. & this other way goeth to Eome / and this 
other way before vs is the ryght way in to Fraunce, the 20 
whiche way I wyl ryde and none other ' / so they rode 
forth / & al theyr company / & within a whyle they 
were nere to the wode, within a bowe shot where as the 
traytoure Gybouars lay in 5 a busshement 5 / & 6 when 24 
Gerard saw his hour & tyme to speke to 7 his brother 
Huon, he sayd, 4 brother, I se ye are in mynd to go in 
to fraunce to 7 kynge Charlemayne to haue your landes 
& seygnoryes / the whiche I am sure ye shall haue / it 28 
is a longe space that I haue kept it & maynteyned the 
countre in peace & rest and good iustyce, & haue wonne 
but lytell, nor haue had but small profyte, not y* 
8 vale w of one peny, and I am maryed to a noble lady / 32 



l— i very ill, for that wee departed from the Abbey before. 
*— * counsell yee we would. 8 omitted, 4 vntill. 
*-* ambushraent. 6 now. 7 vnto. 
8 Fol. lv. back, col. I. 
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doughter to a grete lorde / and it troubleth my herte 
sore when ye repute hym for a traytour / yf he knew it, 
by likelyhode it myght turne you to grete foly / for 
4 we byleued that ye sholde neuer haue returned / ther- 
fore now I may say that I am not worth a peny / ther- 
f ore I wold know of you how ye wolde ayde me, and md inquire* how 

Huon will kid 

what parte I shall haue at your returne out of Fraunce. him. 
8 ' Brother/ quod Huon, ' I haue grete meruayle of this 
that ye say / ye know wel that in the abbey of saynt 
Maurys I haue lefte .xx. somers charged with fyne 
golde / and I haue sayd to 1 you that your parte shal be HuonprombM 

half the tr— lurci 

12 therin as moch as myne / nor I shall haue no peny but h«hu brought 
the 2 one halfe is yours.' 1 Brother,' quod Gerard, 4 all fromlh#EMt » 
this suffyseth not to me / for I wolde haue parte of y* but Gerard 

c Lai mi part of 

seygnory to maynteyn myn estate. When Huon the land* of 
16 vnderstode his brother, his blode rose in to his face / Bord ^ ax * 
for he saw wel his brother serched all that he coude to 
fall at debate with hym / 8 Gerames, who was sage and 
wyse, parceyued anone that the mater was lyke to go 
20 euyll / and sayde to 1 Huon / ' syr, graunt to Gerard GeramM advi** 
your brother his demaunde. ye are bothe yonge ynough mied with wrath, 
to conquere landes ' / ' Gerames/ quod Huon, ' I am b^he" hu'dwire, 
content that he shall haue Burdeux or Gerome / let a " d s§ knight 
24 hym take whiche he lyst. Brother,' quod Huon, 
' shewe whiche of these ,ii. ye wyll haue, and I wyll 
haue the other.' 



% Howe these traytours slewe all Huons 
28 company except Gerames and Esclaramond 
and Huon himselfe, the whiche all thre 
were faste bounde handes and fete and 
blyn felde, and so brought to 1 Burdeux and 
32 were set 4 in pryson. Capt. .lxvii. 

1 vuto. 2 that. 3 and. 4 put 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lxvii. 



Gerard Is 
wrathful because 
Huon will not 
quarrel with him, 
and reproaches 
the provost Guyer 
with having 
caused his ruin. 



Huon and his 
company reach 
the wood where 
Gybouars with 
his men lies in 
ambush. 



Huon Is 
dismayed, but 



attack* his 
enemies manfully, 
although he is 
unarmed. 




Twelve of his 
company are 
slain. 



Huon is bound, 
and Gerard cuts 
open Geramea* 
side and takes 



Hen y e fals traytoure Gerard saw & 
vnderstode his broder, bow be dyd 
graunt him his desyre / & sawe how 
that in no wyse be wold stryue wi/h 4 
hym, be was ther with so dyspleased 
that he was nere hande in a rage / then he came to 
the prouost Guyer and sayd, 'Guyer, Guyer, False 
traytoure, by the & by thy purchase I am lyke to lese 8 
all my seygnorye / but by y e fayth that I owe to 2 him 
that me created / or 8 I dye I shall stryke of thy heed / 
nor I shall not let to do it for ony person ' / & ther- 
with, when he sawe his tyme, he cryed his worde & 12 
token / and Gybouars who was in the wode with .xl. 
men armed brake out with theyr speres in theyr rentes ; 
and when Huon parceyued them it was no meruayle 
thoughe he was abasshed / then humbly he besought 16 
our lorde god to saue his body fro mysfortune / 4 gladly 
be wolde haue returned to the abbey / but he was so 
sore ouer layde that he coulde not / then he drew out 
his swerde and gaue ther with y* fyrst that came suche 20 
a stroke that he claue his heed to the teeth, and so fell 
deed to the grounde / and Huon strake so on 5 the ryght 
hande and on 5 the lefte / that whom so euer he strake a 
full stroke neded after no surgyon / yf he had ben 24 
armed he wolde not lyghtly haue ben taken without 
grete losse ; but his defence coude not auayle hym / 
for he and all his company were vnarmed, & all the 
other .xL were clene armed, and they all fought cruelly 28 
in such wyse that within a whyle .xii. of Huons men 
were slayne in the place / and none scaped alyue 
excepte Huon, who was beaten downe to the erth & 
his handes bounde / then Gerard the traytoure came to 32 
Gerames, who was beaten downe by force / and then he 
cut open his ryght syde, and toke out therof the 



1 Fol ly. back, col. 2. 

* and. 



* vnto. 
6 vpon. 



3 before. 
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Admyrall Gaudys berde & .iiii. grete teth, the whiche thence the objects 

of Huon's mii.aion 

were set there by 1 Oberon of the fayry / 2 Huon seynge to Babylon, 
the old Gerames lyenge on the erth, he sayd y/ith a 
4 hye voyce to 3 Gerarde, 'a, 4 broder, I praye you shew At Huon's 

request he spares 

me that curteyse as not to sle that olde gentylman, but the old man's 
saue his lyfe ' / ' brother,' qitod Gerarde, ' that he hath Mfc * 
let him kepe, other hurt he shal none haue at this 
8 tyme ' / then they bounde his eyen / then they came Huon's eyes are 

. blindfolded, 

to Esclaramonde, who lay on y* erth in a swone / they 

bounde her handes & her eyen, & so set her, whether and Esclaramonde 

iii i / a i witn e J re * and 

she wolde or nut, vpotz a horse / & Huon, as he was hands well bound 

12 blyndfeld, he herde the cryes & wepynges that she ho«e. UP ° na 

made, then he sayd / ' broder Gerard, I pray you for 

the loue of our lorde Jesu cryst suffre none yll to be Huon pleads for 

his wife, 

done to that good lady who is my wyfe, nor no dys- 
16 honour' / 'brother,' quod y e traytour Gerarde, 'thynke 
on your selfe, & speke no more. I shal do as it please 
me' / the// they set Huon & Gerames on .ii. horses / but he and 
then the fals traytour toke y* .xii. deed bodyes and dyd ect™n°horees *° 
20 cast them into the grete ryuer of Geron ; then they wlth her ' 
toke y e way to y e cyte of Burdeux, & led the thre and brought 

/ _ . _ _ , . towards the city 

prysouers fast bounde on 5 thre horses / pyte it was to of Bordeaux, 
here the noble lady Esclaramoud complayne, & she 

24 sayd to 3 Huoh, 4 a, syr, ye haue sayd to me that whew Esclaramonde 
we were ones in your cou/?tre of B,urdeux that ye wold 22!°"* tbelr 
cause me to be crowned witli golde / but now I se 
well / that in grete payne & mysery we must vse the 

28 resydew of our lyues / ye haue fouwde here an yll 
brother, syn he hath purchased for you so moche yll / 
surely there is better fayth & trouth amonge the 
sarazins then is in the people of the real me of Frau?*ce.' 

32 'dame,' 6 quod Huon, 'your trouble more dyspleaseth 
me then myne owne / god sende to my brother Gerard 7 
rewarde as he hath deserued for the treason that he 

1 Kinge. 8 Fol. lvi. col. 1. 8 vnto. 4 omitted. 
6 vpon. 6 Madame. 7 such. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



232 



huon op bubdeux. [Ca. lxviii. 



hathe done 1 to 1 vs* / thus they complayned, & wyste 
They enter not why ther they were caryed / they entred in to the 
dajiight, cite of Burdeux an hour before day. Alas that the 

good burgesses of the cite had not 2 knowyn how theyr 4 
lorde Huon was so falsely 8 betrayed / yf they had 
knowen it, he had ben rescued, and Gerard & Gybouars 
hewen all to peces / but the false Gerarde brought 
•nd throMgh^dark them by preuy darke lanes to the palayes, for that they 8 
none thau see sliold not be parceyued / thus they cam to the castell / 

them, are led to r J / J / 

the paiaoe. there 4 they alyghted & vnarmed them / then they toke 
Huon and Esclaramonde & Gerames & put them all in 
The three to a depe pryson all thre togyther / & ordeyned that 12 
placed in a deep they sholde haue euery day barly brede & water / & 
•ragfoim Utue oommauttded the gayler to gyue them none other 
emtenance. thynge, and also commaunded that nother man nor 

woman shold speke with them / the gayler promysed 16 
so to do, for he was seruant to Gybouars ; 5 such as the 
mayster was so was the seruuant / thus Huon 1 was 1 
betrayed pyteously by his brother Gerarde & set in 
pryson, & with him his wyfe Uhe fay re 1 Esclaramonde, 20 
& Gerames / wounded on the syde as he was. Now 
we wyll leue to speke of this pyteous company durynge 6 
grete sorow in y* horryble pryson in the grete toure 
of Burdeux. 24 




% How the traytours returned to the abbey 
of saynt Mauris & slew the good abbot, & 
toke awaye all the treasure that Huon had 
lefte there. Capitulo .lxviii. 28 

*-l omitted. 2 but 3 Fol. lvi. col. 2. * where. 
6 and. 0 enduring. 



Digitized by 




Ca. lxviii.] how gerard slays the abbot. 233 

Hus as ye haue herd here before ho we 
Gerarde & Gybouars had put in pry- 
son Huon & Esclaramonde & Gerames 
in grete mysery ; & when it was day, 
Gerarde & Gybouars departed out of 
Burdeux, & all theyr company, & rode 
agayne to y* abbey & came thyder to dyner / then Gerard and 
8 Gerard sent for y* abbot to come & speke wiU hym / to 7 toe" w*y * n 
when y e abbot herde how Gerard was come agayne to l2t ool Hu ° n M 
y* abbey he had grete meruayle / & so came to Gerard The abbot 

marvels at their 

& sayd, 4 s/r, ye be welcome. I pray you 1 what adue?*- quick return. 

12 ture hath brought you hyther agayne so shortly? / I 
2 went ye 2 had ben gone wit/* your brother Huon ' / * Sir,' 
quod the traytour, * after that my brother Huon was 
departyd hens / he remembred his ryche* that he left 

16 wiUi you to kepe, & by cause he shal haue grete nede 
therof to gyue gyftes to 8 the grete prynces & lordes that 
be aboute kyng Charlemayne, to y* entent that his 
besynes may take y* better effect / therfore my brother Gerard says that 

20 hathe sent me to 8 you desyrynge you to sende his good him to fetch his 
to 3 him by me' / 'sir, quod y e abbot, 'when your 
brother Huon departed hens, trewe it was 4 he left with 
me his ryches to kepe, & charged me / not to delyuer but the abbot 

. declares he has 

24 it too ony person lyuynge, but alonely to his owne sworn to deliver 

/ ,i n .i .-. » .* , ▼ . a them to none but 

person / therfore, sir, by the faytn that I owe to 3 my Huon himseir. 
patron saynt Maurys I wyl not delyuer 8 you one peny ' / 
when y e traytour Gerard vnderstode thai answere, he 
28 sayd / ' dane abbot, thou lyest / for whyther thou wylte Gerard says he 

„,..;, , will seize them in 

or not I wyll hane it, & no thanke to the, & yet thou spite or his 

refusal, 

shalt also repent thy wordes ' / then Gerard sodenly end he and 
toke y e abbot by y* here of his 5 heed / & Gybouars toke aMwt!*™ **** the 
32 him by y' one arme & dyd so stryke him vrith a staffe 
that he al to brused him, & then dyd cast him to the 
erth so rudely that his hert brast 6 in his body & so 

1 Fol. lvi. back, col. 1. 2 ~ 8 had thought that you. 
3 vnto. • thai 6 the. 6 burat 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lxviiL 



The monks 
flee in fear, 
but the traitors 
purbue them. 

Despairing of 
life, the monks 
implore the 
robbers to *how 
them mercy, 
and offer to Rive 
them the gold. 



Gybonars spares 
their lives, and 
taking the keys 
from them, 
seizes all the 
treasure of the 
chnrch there, 
besides Huon's 
wealth. 



One of the monks, 
who is cousin to 
Gybouars, is 
made abbot 



Gerard and 
Gybonars bear it 
to Bordeaux. 



A third of It 
Gerard lays in his 
chamber, but the 



dyed / when y e monkes saw theyr abbot slayn they 
had grete fere, & so fledde away, & the two tray tours 
with theyr swerdes in there handes wente after them 
with sore thretnynges ; & when y e monkes sawe how 4 
they coude not escape for y e two traytoura & theyr men, 
they x taryed and 1 fell downe on theyr knees, 1 ryght 1 
humbly prayenge them to haue pyte 1 & compassyon 1 
of them, & that they wolde shewe them all the golde & 8 
treasure that was in y e hous, to do ther with at theyr 
pleasure / then y* tray tour Gybouars sayd how they 2 
hadde spoken well 3 when the monkes saw how they 
had peace they shewed to the two traytours the place 12 
where as 4 the treasure was, and delyuered 5 them the 
keyes / so they toke away all the treasure that Huon 
•had lefte there, and besyde that all the treasure of 
the chyrch / crosses / sensers / chalesses / copes / and 16 
candelstyckes of syluer, all they tooke & caryed awaye / 3 
yf and I sholde resyte all the ryches that they had 
there, it shold be to longe to be rehersed. In that house 
theyr was a monke who was cosyn to Gybouars, whom 20 
the two traytours made abbot of that place / 7 when they 
had acheuyd theyr entrepryce they departed with all 
that ryches, wher with was charged .xv. strong somers / 
they left not in y* abbey the valew of a floren / for 24 
euery thyng that was good they toke with them / and 
so rode tyll 8 they came to Burdeux, 9 & all 9 they passed 
thrugh the towne they were gretely regarded of all the 
burgesses of the cyte / they 10 hadde grete meruayle fro 28 
whens theyr lord came with so grete ryches. These 
traytours passed forth tyll 8 they came to the palays, & 
there they dyscharged theyr somers / then Gerard toke 
the treasure that .v. of the somers dyd cary and layde 32 
it in his chambre & cofers / then he ordeyned that .x. 



*— 1 omitted. 
* to. 



ed.. 2 the monks. 8 and. 4 omitted. 
6 Fol. lvi. back, col. 2. 7 so. 
Now as. 10 who. 



8 vntill. 
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somers sholde be trussed forth to go to Parys, and sent re»t h« tende 

forward to Paris. 

them forwarde, and sayd howe he wolde folowe soone 
after / then he and Gybouars dyned, & after mete they 

4 mounted on 1 theyr horses, and the new abbot, cosyn to withoyhooara 
Gybouars, vnth them, and two squyers and a 2 .vi. other follow it in iu 
seruawtes, and so rode in hast to ouertake their somers Joarney ' 
with theyr tresure, and so wit/tin two legges they ouer- 

8 toke them / & so then they all togyder rode so longe 
tyll 3 on a wednysday they came to Parys. they lodged 
in the strete next to 4 the palays in a good hostrye, & 
were well serued, & so rested tyll 3 on 6 the 6 mornyng / 
12 then they "rose & apparelled them in fresshe arraye / & On the day after 

/ , , i , • thair arrival they 

they led with them .v. of theyr somers with ryches, & make preaenu of 

part of their 

two of thero they presented to the quene & the other rich* to the 

& Queen, and part 

thre to y e kynge, wherfore they were receyued with to the King and 

16 grete ioye / then after they gaue grete gyftes to euery court. ° 
7 lorde in the courte / & specyally to y e offycers, wher- 
fore they were gretely praysed. But who so euer toke 
ony gyfte, duke Naymes wolde take neuer a peny / for The Dnk ^ JU ^ 

20 he thought 8 al that rychys was not wel goten, & that no gift, 
they dyd it for some crafte, therby to attayne to some 9 
fal8 dawipnable enterpryce / this duke was a noble, 
wyse knyght 10 and a trew, and of good counsell / 9 

24 he u well parceyued theyr raalys. Then the kynge 
commaunded the thre cofers to be 12 set in" his chambre, 
& wolde not loke in 13 them tyl 8 he hadde spoken with 
GerarJe / whom he caused to sytte downe by hym / & 

28 Gybouars in lyke wyse, 14 and 15 the newe abbot / for it 
is 16 a sayenge 16 that they that gyue are euer 17 welcome. 
' Gerard/ quod 18 Charlemayne, * ye be welcome / Charlemagne 

' n J * ' gives them a 

I praye you shewo me the cause of youre comynge.' warm welcome. 
32 « Syr/ quod Gerard, ' I shall she we you / syr, 5 the grete 

1 vppon. 8 about. 8 yd till. 4 vnto. 6 omitted. 
6 next. 7 Fol. lvii. col. 1. 8 that 9 and. 
10 knight after trew. 11 very. 12 brought and. 
13 into. 14 manner. 15 also, 
lo-ie an 0 ]d saying & a trew. 17 alwaiee. 18 king. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. [Ca. lxijk. 



Gerard declare* 
lie brings 
Important 
Udiugt. 



besynes that I haue to do with *you and with 1 your 
lordes / hathe caused me to gyue these large gyfies 
that I haue gyuen 2 you & other, and, syr, I am sorow- 
ful at my hert for that 8 I must shewe you / and I had 4 
rather he beyonde the see then to shew you that thynge 
that I must neddes doo / for to hyde it / it 4 caw not 
auayle me / yet I neuer shewed 5 thynge in all my lyfe 
with so yll a wyll / for I shall be blamed of many 8 
persones / how be it, I loue better to defende myn 
honour then I loue all the worlde besyde.' ' Gerard,' 
quod the kyng, * ye say trouth / for better it is to shew 
the trouthe then to be 8 styll, syn the mater 6 toucheth 12 
your honoured 



Gerard tays hit 
newt is lorrowAil. 



% How the traytoure Gerarde shewed to 
kynge Charlemayne how Huon his brother 
was retourned too Burdeux without doynge 16 
of his message to the admyrall Gaudys. 

Capitulo .lxix. 

r/ quod Gerarde, 'true it is 4 ye haue 
made me knyght, & besyde that I 20 
am your lyege ma?/, wherfore I am 
bounde to kepe your honoure to my 
power / for I am certayne I shall 
shewe you suche newes that all that 24 
be in your court wyll be sorowfull, 8 and also 8 my selfe.' 
' Gerard,' quod Charles, ' come to y* poynt, and vse no 
more such langage nor suche serymonyes / by that I se 
in you it is but yll 9 that ye wyll saye.' ' Syr/ quod 28 
he, 'But late as I was in my house at Burdeux, and 
with me dyuers lordes and knyghtes / as we were 
deuysynge togyther, I sawe my brother Huon entre in 

i— i your Majestic and. 'to. 8 which. 4 that. 
* any. 6-0 silent in so great a matter which so much. 

7 Fol. lvii. col. 2. *-* much more. 9 euill. 
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to my house, and thre with hym : the one was a yonge He ten* him how 
damesell, and the other an olde man called Geraraes. f seen Huon with 
When duke Naymes of Bauyer herde Gerard, he hadde dameoi enter his 
4 grete meruayle when that 1 he sayd that Gerames was Bordeaux, 
one of them / and sayd, ' a, very 2 god, I here that 8 with 
grete payne I can hyleue it 1 / for yf it be the same The Duke 

Naymes re* 

Gerames that I thynke it he, he and I were companyons member* Gerame. 

Man old 

° togyther at a tornay holden at Chalons m champayne, companion or hi«. 
4 where as 1 he slewe by mysaduenture y e erle Salanion/ 
* Syr/ qz/od Gerarde, ' I shall shewe you as I haue 
begon / trewe it is when I sawe my brother Huon I 

12 was gretely abasshed / how be it, I dyd hym honour Gerard says that 
and made hym good chere, and made hym and all hia brother kindly, 
company to dyne / then after dyner I reasoned with 
my brother, and demaunded of hym yf he had ben at 

16 the holy sepulture of oure lorde god / and 5 when he 
sawe that I demaunded that of hym, he was sore 
abasshed, so that he wyst not what to answere, and 
then I parceyued by his wordes that he had not ben but he pereeiTed 

20 there / and then, syr, after I demaunded of hym yf he fulfilled the 
nad furnysshed your message to y' ad my rail Gaudys / mh^on^and he 
but he coulde gyue me none answere nor saye ony 
wordes that I coulde byleue / & when I sawe that I 

24 coulde fynde no trouthe in none 6 of his wordes, I toke 

hym and haue set hym in pryson, how be it / it was had therefore 
full sore agaynst my wyll / but I consyder in my selfe prbon, 
that I muste owe to 7 your grace fay the and fidelite, 

28 and that I am your man / and that for no man lyuyng, 
though he were neuer so nere of my kyn, yet I wolde 
not be founde with ony treason. And therfore, syr, 
my brother and 1 his wyfe and his companion I haue together with hia 

wife and hia old 

32 retayned them in my prysom Therfore, 8 syr, it is in Mend, 
you to doo here in what it shall please you best/ 
When all the prynces and lordes that were there vnder- 

1 omitted. * deere. 5 which. 4 Fol Wii.back, col. 1. 
6 but 6 any. 7 vnto. 8 wherefore. 
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HUON OF BURDKUX. 



[Ca. lxx. 



stode the wordes of Gerarde, and that lie had taken his 
brother Huon and set 1 hym in pryson, there were none 
Th« courtiers Du fc that was 2 sorye therof, and many for the loue that 

deplore that J 9 J 

Huou eiioaidbe they 8 hadde of 3 Huon began to wepe / and demaunded 4 

now In prison. 

of Gerarde who hadde done that dede / sayenge, ' surely 
it is done by some maner of treason.' 



▲11 the Emperor's 
haired of Huou 
is roused anew by 
Gerard's story, 



and he threatens 
to slay his 
sureties unless 
the knight is 
surrendered to 
him straightway. 



Duke Naymes 
suspects the truth 
of Gerard's tale. 




% 4 Howe the kynge commaunded that Huon 
sholde be sent for fro Burdeux, to the 8 
entente that he sholde dye. 

Ca. lxxx = lxx. 

f Hen the Emperoure Charlemayne vnder- 
stode Gerarde, he rose 5 on his feete 12 
sore troubled and full of yre / for by 
Qerardes wordes the auncyent hate 
A- (lyspleasure that the kynge hadde to 
Huon for y* deth of Chariot his sone was renewed in 10 
his hert, and sayd openly, that euery mm myght here 
hym / 4 lordes that be here present, before you al I 
somon them thnt were pledges for Huou in such wyse 
that yf the tray tour Huon be not rendred in to my 20 
handes to do with hym my pleasure, I shal cause them 
to be hanged and drawen / and there is no man in my 
courte that he be so hardy 6 to speke or desyre the 
contrary / but I shall cause hym to dye a shamefull 24 
dethe ' / and when he had thus sayde he satte hym 
downe agayne, and called duke Naymes to hym, & 
sayde, * syr duke / ye haue herde what Gerarde hathe 
sayde of his brother Huon/ * Syr,' quod the duke, * I 28 
haue well herd hym / but I byleue the mater be other 
wyse then he hath sayd / for there is no ma?i wyll saye 
the contrary but that all that Gerarde hathe sayd is 



1 had put. s were. *"~ 3 bare to. 



4 Fol. lvii. back, col. 2. 



vp. 



as. 
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done by fals treason / ye shall fynde it so yf the mater 
be wysely enquyred of.' ' Syr/ quod Gerarde, ' ye saye 
as it please you, but I take god to wytnesse, and my 

4 father in lawe Gybouars, and this good, notable, relygious 
abbot and his chapleyne, that all that I haue sayde is 
trewe / for I wolde not for any thynge saye 1 but that is 1 
iust and trewe ' / then Gybouars and the abbot and 2 his BotGybouar* 

8 chapleyn answered & sayde how it was trewe that o««rdhM 
Gerarde had sayde. 8 ' by my fay th/ qwod 4 duke Naymes, * pok * n trulh * 
'all ye foure are as 2 fals lyers & theues, & the kyng is Dak«N«ym««i« 

J J not, however, the 

yll cou?<seyled yf he byleue you.' 'Naymes/ quod y* more convinced, 
12 kyng, 'I pray you how semeth it to 5 you this mater 
' bytwene these 4 two bretherne 1 ' ' Syr/ quod y* duke, 

' it is a grete mater / he that is here before you is the ™& the 

„ . . Emperor how 

accuser of his broder, & hath set hvn in pryson, and unnatural and 

16 now he is come and accuseth hym here before you conduct u on Me 
bycause he knoweth wel he can not come hyder to own,Uowiug - 
defende hymselfe / I shold do a grete yll 6 dede yf I 
had a broder that were banysshed out of Fraunce, and 

30 yf he came to me for refuge, & I then to take hym and 
set him fast in pryson in myn owne houso, & then 
after to go and complayne vpon hym, to the entent 
to purchase his deth. I saye there was neuer noble 

24 man wolde thynke so to do, and they that hath done 
thus are all fals traytours. all noble men ought not 
to byleue ony suche, and specyally he that wyll pur- 
chase such a dede agaynst his owne brother / I knowe 

28 well all that they haue ymagyned & doone is by fals 
treason / therfore I say accordynge to the ryght, that 
all foure are fals traytoures, & I iuge for my parte that Hedmonnoe* 

Gerard as a false 

they are worthy to receyue a velaynous dethe / for traitor. 
32 they are foure false wytnesses.' When Gerarde herde 

duke Naymes, he chaunged coloure and waxed as whyte Qerard turns pale 
as snowe, repentynge in hi?M selfe the dede that he had 

1-1 which is not 2 omitted. s Fol. lviii. col. 1. 
4 the. 6 vnto. 6 euill. 
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and tb« Duke 
reproaches him 
with having 
•ought to become 
a peer of France. 



Hnon'a i 
are called before 
the Emperor, 



and are ordered 
to deliver up 
Huon on pain of 
their Uvea. 



The Duke urges 
the Emperor to 
send for Huon 
from Bordeaux, 



and the advice Is 
accepted. 



done to his broder / he cursed to hymselfe Gybouars 
in that he byleued his counseil / then 1 he answered 
duke Naymes and sayd, 'A, str, ye do me greate 
wronge 2 to owe me youre yll wyll.' ' Gerarde ' / quod 4 
the duke, * it is for the ylnesse that is in you / ye that 
wolde be one of the peers of Fraunce. Certaynely of 
suche a counseller as ye be the kynge hathe lytell nede 
of. 3 I had rather a* lost one of my handes then I 8 
sholde 6 haue consented therto.' ' Duke Nayraes/ quod 
the kynge, * I wyll ye cause to come before me all suche 
as 6 were pledges for Huon at his departynge.' Then 
the duke caused them to appere before the kynges 12 
presence / of whome there were dyuere dukes and erlea 
Then kyng Charlemayn sayd / ' syrs, ye know well ye 
be pledges for Huon of Burdeux, and you knowe the 
payne that I layde on your hedos yf Huon dyd not 16 
accowiplysshe my message that I gaue hym in charge / 
the which he hath not fulfylled. wherfore, without 
ye deliuer Huon in to my handes ye shal not scape, but 
that ye shall all dye/ ' Syr/ quod duke Naymes, ' for 20 
goddes sake I requyre you beleue me at this tyme / I 
counsel you to take a good nombre of youre notable 
men and sende them to Burdeux, and let them take 
Huon out of prysow and brynge hym to you, and here 24 
what he 7 wyll saye / and yf it be trewe that Gerarde 
hath sayd, yet 8 I desyre you too haue 9 pyte on hym / 
but I byleue surely ye shall fynde the mater other wyse 
then Gerarde his brother hath sayd.' * Naymes/ quod 28 
the kyng, 'your sayenge is reasonable. I accorde 
therto. I wyll he be sente for.' 



% Howe the Emperoure Charlemayn went 
hymselfe to Burdeux to cause Huon to be 32 



1 yet. * ill. . 
6 Fol. Iviii. col. 2. 



3 omitted. 4 haue. 6 once. 
7 himself. 8 then. 9 no. 
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slayne for the grete yll wyll that he bare to 
hym. Capitiilo .lxxxi. 

E haile herd here before how the good 
duke Naymes dyde so moch that kyng 
Charlemayn was content to sende for 

HuOtt, but the kynge Was SO 1 SOre dys- But Charlemagne 

is in such haste 

pleased with hym that he wolde not to punish him, 
8 abyde so longe as to sende for hym, but he made hym to visit Bordeaux 
selfe redy to go thyther him self e 2 with all his traync, hiaudrt 
and commaunded that the pledge* shold be set in 
pry sow tyll his returne; but y* good duke Naymes and Duke Nayme* 
12 became pledge 8 for them all to be forth comynge, and hoidhimseir 

pledge for the 

soo they went not to pry son / the kynge made hym sureties. 

redy and toke with him twelue of his peeres, & so toke Tiie Emperor seta 

the waye towardes Burdeux / god ayde Huon, for he peers. 

16 was 4 in peryll of his lyfe yf god haue no 6 pyte on him / 
thus, as I haue shewed you, kyng Charlemayn nobly 
accompanyed rode so longe by his iourneyes that he 
came vrWiin the syght of Burdeux / 6 when he aproched 

20 nere to y* cyte Gerarde came to y* kynge, and sayd / 

* sir, yf it please you I wolde gladly ryde before you in o^nrd rides with 

/ r * , , , him and offers to 

to the cyte to ordeyn to receyue you accordyngly. advance to 
' Gerarde/ quod the kynge, * it is no nede that ye goo reoepUon!but" 

24 before to prepare for my comynge, there be other that umat!i^iui bld> 
shal go before / ye shal not go tyll I go myselfe* / hlm * 
when duke Naymes herd the kynges answere he sayd 
to the kynge / ' Syr, ye haue answered lyke a noble 

28 prynce, blyssed be he that counselled you so to saye ' / 
thus the kynge rode forth without gyuyng ony know- 
lege of his cominge / and so entred in to the cyte 
of Burdeux and rode to the palays, & there alyghted / The Emperor 

32 then the 1 dyner was made redy / 6 the kyng sate downe palace, 
and duke Naymes by hym, & at other bourdes other 

1 omitted. 2 in person. 3 Fol. lviii. back, col. 1. 
4 now. 6 not 6 and. 
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Haon In his 
prison learns from 
the gaoler of 
Charlemagne's 



The town of 
Bordeaux is 
greatly excited 
by the visit of 
the Emperor, 
who makes good 
cheer in the 



Duke Naymes 
grows angry at 
Charlemagne's 
merriment. 



who, having come 
to Judge one of 
his peers, site 
drinking wine 
and banqueting. 



lordes and knyghtes, and there they were rychely 
serued ; grete brute was made in the palayes, so that 
Huon, beynge in pryson, had grete meruayle of the 
noyse that he herde, and demaunded of y* gayler what 4 
noyse it was that he herde aboue in the palays / the 
gayler answered fyersly 1 with grete pryde and dyspyte, 
and sayd, ' it nede not you to demaunde / for ye are 
lyke to knowe it to soone / but syn ye wolde knowe it, 8 

1 shall shewe you y* trouthe / it is kynge Charlemayne 
and all his barons, who are come hyther for 1 to iuge 
you to be hanged/ ' Go thy way, fals traytoure/ quod 
Huon / ' canst thou not shewe to me none other 12 
tydynges but that ? ' Thus Huon answered the gayler / 

2 there was as grete brute in the cyte as was 1 in the 
palays 8 with lodgynge of the kynges men. The comons 
and burgesses of y e cyte of Burdeux hadde full grete 16 
meruayle why the kynge came thyder at that tyme so 
sodeynely / 2 the kynge syttyng at the table made good 
chere / but duke Naymes who satte by hyra began to 
wepe, and coude nother ete nor drinke ; he rose vp then 20 
sodeynly / so rudely that he ouerthrewe cuppes, and 
dysshes upon the table. ' Naymes/ quod the kyng, c ye 
haue done yll thus to do.' 1 Syr/ quod the 1 duke Naymes, 

1 1 haue good cause thus to doo, and I haue wonders 24 
grete meruayle that I se you so dotyd. I am in suche 
sorowe ther by that I am nere hande out of my wyttes. 
howe is it that ye be come in to the cyte of Burdeux for 
to ete and to drynke, and too take youre ease ? ye nede 28 
not to haue gone out of Fraunce for that / for ye hadde 
mete and also good wynes suffycyent at home in youre 
owne house. A, ryghte noble and worthy Emperoure, 
what thynke 4 you too do ]/ it is no small mater to iuge 32 
to deth one of your twelue peers / and it is not possyble 
to gyue ony trewe Iugemente when you and we are full 
* omitted. » and. 8 Fol. lviii. back, col. 2. 
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of wyne and spyces. But, syr/ sayd the duke, ' by the 
lord that me fourmed, that who so euer this daye doth 
ete or drynke wyne / as longe as the lyfe is in my 
4 body I shall neuer loue him.' 'Naymes,' quod the 
kynge, 'I am contente with your wyll.' Then the 
kynge commaunded that the tables sholde be avoyded / 
and commaunded incontynent Huon to be taken out of The Emperor 

* ordere Huon to be 

8 pryson and brought before hym / they that had brought before 
commyssyon to do it wente to the pryson / and theyr **** 
they toke out Huon and his wyfe Esclaramonde and y el 
olde Gerames; 2 they were all thre brought before the and he with 

Eadaraniondeand 

12 kyng and his barons. 1 when they came 1 / Huon sawe oeramea come* 
where the kyng Charlemayn sate amonge all his lordes / * 
2 they 8 arose when they sawe Huon and his company, 
pale & yll coloured by 4 reason of y* yll 6 prison that his 

16 brother had put them in / c Esclaramond was gretly 
regarded, & the olde Gerames 6 / when the pledges sawe 
Huon before the kynge, they sayd / ' syr, now ye may At the tight of 
se Huon, for whom we be pledges / we trust now to be 

20 quy t & dyscharged ; it lyeth now in you to do with 

him at your pleasure ' / ' syrs/ quod the kyng, 4 1 hold u>« <jj»- 
you quyt ; ye may go fro hens forth where 7 ye lyst 7 / eureuee, 
for Huon can not now scape our handes ' / then Huon 

24 kneled downe before the kyng right humbly / 2 when 
duke Naymes sawe hym, the droppes fell 8 out of 8 his 
eyen, and sayde to the kyng, 'Syr, I requyre you 
gyue Huon audyence, and here what he wyl say ' / * I 

28 am content,' quod the kynge ; * let hym say what he wda him 

apeak. 

wyll ' / then Huon, knelyng on his knees, sayd, * Syr, 
in the honoure of our lorde Jesu cryste I 9 crye you 1 
mercy to god, and to you, and to all your barons. 
32 I complayne me of the fals traytour that I se there, 

omitted. * and. 8 all. 4 Fol. lix. col. 1. 
oysome. 

and Esclaramond & old Gerames were greatly re- 
garded and, 

7—7 you please. 8 ~ 8 from. 9 first. 
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Haonaoetuaihis who was my brother, yf ther had ben other fayth or 
treachery. trouth in hym / but I beleue in al the world can not be 
founde so cruell & fals a traytour / for Cayme that slew 
Abel his broder / was neuer so fals nor so cruell ' / 4 
The lordi or the when all the lordes herd Huon, they all began to wepe, 
court pity Huon, gft y en g e ec k e ^ 0 ^ er> t a> g 00 ^ lord, where is the beaute 

be come that was wonte to be in Huon? we haue sene 
hym so fay re that none 1 coulde passe hym in beaute / 8 
who looks pale and nowe we se hym pale and lene and yll coloured ; it 

*m\ thin. 

appereth well he hathe not ben all wayes in the ladyes 
chambres / nor amonge damselles to sporte and to 
playe 2 him* / thus they deuysed of him, and toke no 12 
hede of Gerarde, who was by them. Then Huon spake 
agayne, and sayd to the kynge, ' Syr, trewe it is, the 
message that ye gaue me in charge too doo to 3 the 
Admyrall Gaudys, I haue done it 4 at length, 4 as ye 16 
Huon proceeds to haue commaunded 6 me / and I haue passed the see and 
lifh^adventures came to 8 Babylone to the Admyrall Gaudys / and ther 
A4 Babylon, ^ requyred of hym in the presence of all his lordes to 

haue his berde and .iiii. grete teth. But when he had 20 
herde my demaunde he helde it for a grete folye, & so 
incontynente he caste me in pryson, where as I had 
dyed 6 for rage of 6 famine / and 7 the Admyralles dough- 
ter hadde, not ben whom ye maye se yonder syttynge 24 
how oberon by the pyller / and also by the ayde of the good kynge 
Oberon / whom I ought gretely to loue / he is a kynge 
of the fayry ryght pusant / and is in the cyte of 
Moramure / and he, knowynge of the peryll that I was 28 
in, had pyte of me / and 8 soo he 8 came and socoured 
me in suche wyse, & with so grete a pusaunce / that in 
Babylone he slewe all suche as wolde not byleue in 
our lorde Jesu cryste. Then he toke me out of pryson / 32 
and so 9 we entred in to the palays, and there we slewe 

1 no one. * with. 3 vnto. 

*— 4 to the verie vttermost 6 Fol. lix. col. 2. 6 ~ 6 by. 
7 if. «-« omitted. 8 then. 
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all suche as we founde there. Then I wente to the 
Admyral Gaudys and strake of his heed / and then I ham o— «i w 
cut of his berde and opened his mouth e / and drewe 
4 out f oure of his grete teth / 1 when I hadde theym / then 
I desyred kynge Oberon to ayde me to fynde the 
mean 68 that I myght brynge surely the berde and teth 
to your presence /and to she we me where as* I myghte 
8 beste kepe them. Then the good kynge Oberon, by 
the grace of oure lorde god and by the puysaunce that 
god hadde gyuen vnto hym, he closed theym within 
the syde of Gerames / soo that they coulde not be 

12 perceyued. 1 Syr, knowe for trouthe ye neuer herde 
spekynge 2 of suche a man / and 3 when that* I sawe 
that I hadde farnysshed your message, I retourned and 
toke with me the fayre lady Esclaramonde, doughter to 

16 the fore sayde Admyrall Gaudys / and the twelue 
gentylmen that went with me out of Fraunce / who all 
wayes hath ben with me. And, syr, yf I sholde shewe 
you the gret paynes and pouertes that I & they haue 

20 suffred, it sholde be to longe to 4 reherse / but I may well 
saye, & 5 the grace of god had not ben I had neuer 
come hyther agayne ; yf I had -had .x. lyues I coude 
6 not a 6 scaped the deth. & 7 after all these paynes & 

24 trauayles that I and they that were with me suflred, by 
the grace of god we came & aryued at Rome, where as 
•the holy father 8 y* pope receyued me with grete ioye, 
& ther wedded me to Esclaramonde, the Admyralles bow at Rome ha 

28 doughter, whom ye maye se yonder all desolate and Admirer* fair 
full of dyspleasures, & not without cause 9 / when the daughter * 
barons that were there herd the pyteous complayntes An who hear the 
of Huon, euery man of pite behelde y e lady, who, pale uwvp!*** ***** 

32 & yll coloured, sate sore wepynge / so that such as 
regarded her were constrayned to take parte of her 
sorowe / there was no man but they began sore to 

1 and. a omitted. 8 Now. * Fol. lix. back, col. 1. 
6 if. 8-6 neuer haue. 7 Next. 8-8 omitted. 
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wepe / & Huon, who was before the kynge, was 
sorowfull to se his wyfe make so grete doloure. Then 
Hnoo asserts thai he sayd *a hye to 1 the kynge / ' syr, yf ye wyll not by- 

all 1m says is * 

truth, leue my sayeng, sonde to Rome to y e pope to knowe the 4 

trouthe / yf ye proue my wordes contrary I submyt my 
selfe to receyue suche dethe that 2 ye & youre barons can 
deuyse, yf the pope do not bere wytnesse of that I 
haue sayd / god forbed that I sholde shew you ony 8 
thyng other wyse then trouth / I haue sayd nothynge 
but he shal shew tokens that my sayenge is trewe / and 
I can saye more yf I wolde shewe all / but it is not 
nedefull that I sholde make a longe sermonde. But, 12 
syr, thus as I haue shewed you I dyd retourne fro the 
place that ye sent me vnto 8 / and, syr, knowe for trouth 
I cam not so vnprouyded / but that I broughte with me 
grete plente of golde & syluer / and my company came 16 
hole 4 with me, and I 8 was in purpose 6 not to reste in 
ony place tyll I hadde spoken with youre grace / for the 

and teiit of hts grete desyre that I had to se you / and so longe 6 I rode 

fortunes since he 

arrived in France, tyll I came too an abbey here 7 by a foure legges hense, 20 
called Saynt 8 Maurys, because the abbey is 9 of youre 
foundacyon, and not partaynynge to the lande of 
Burdeux / for I wolde not haue entred in to this 
towne bycause of the commaundement that ye gaue 24 
me / thus I came & lodged me in the abbey / and 
the abbot receyued me with grete ioye / and he sent 
worde of my beynge there to my brother Gerarde / and 
the traytoure came too me lyke a false traytoure / & 28 
brought with hym but one squyer / wherby now I 
maye perceyue that in hym was nothynge but falsenesse 
and treason' / 'Huon/ quod Duke Naymes, 'your 
reason is good, for yf he had ben trewe as he ought to 32 
haue ben / he ought to assemble the barons and lordes 

1-1 unto. * as. 8 to. 4 all. *-* purposed. 
6 along. 7 hard. 8 Fol. lix. back, col. 2. 
8 was. 
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of the countre, & so to haue come with the??i to 1 haue 
receyued you with reuerence and honoure.' ' Syr/ quod 
Huon, ' it is trewe / but the traytoure dy d other wyse / 
4 for when he was come to me. by crete subtylte he Huon recounts 

Gerard's eril plot. 

demaunded how I had sped in my iourney, and 
whyther I hadde spoken with the Admyrall Gaudys or 
not, and declared to him your message, and yf I had 
8 broughte with me his berde and foure grete teeth ; and 
I shewed hym I hadde accomplysshed your hole com- 
maundement / then the vnhappy traytoure demaunded 
where I kept them, and I shewed hym, for I had no 

12 mystruste in hym / then he soo exorted me that at the 
houre of mydnyghte he made me to aryse hastely, and 
made me and al my company redy, and so lepte on 
oure horses and rode forth oure waye ; and when we 

16 came too a crosse way, and sawe that I toke the way 
into Fraunce, he began to speke rygoryously to haue 
occacyon of some stryfe betwene vs; and nere therto 
there was a lytell wode, where as there laye in a 

20 busshement Gybouars, and in his company .lx. men of 
armes clene 2 armed / & they came & ran at me ; my & s 
company 4 were vnarmed, 6 wherby they founde in vs 
but small resytence / and so fynally the .xii. ientylmen 

24 that were wiU me were all slayne & all to hewen, & 
then they toke theyr deed bodyes & dyde cast them in 
to the ryuer of Gerounde / then they strake me to the 
erth, & bounde fast my fete and handes and blynd felde 

28 myn eyen, and in lyke wyse they dyd to my wyfe / and 
then they came to Gerames / & the traytoure my 
brother came to hym, and with a sharpe knyfe opened 
his syde / and there he toke out the berde / and .iiii. 

32 gret teth of the Admyralles Gaudys / the whiche were 
set there by kynge Oberon ; the false traytour knewe 
y e place where as they lay by reason that I had shewed 

1 and. 8 well. 8 and my. 4 that 
* Fol. lx. col. 1. 
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Gybouars to 
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Gerard denies the 
truth of Huon's 
story. 



him therof before / wolde to god that y e same tyme 
that he cam to Gerames to do that cruel dede that 
Gerame8 had ben armed / I am sure then the false 1 
traytoure durst not a 2 regarded him to haue done hym 4 
any 8 euyll / but, syr, when he had taken out y e berde 
and teth / then he bounde Gerames handes and fete, 
hurte as he was / as, syr, ye may knowe the trouthe by 
hym ' / then Gerames stept forth & lyfte vp his cloke, 8 
& shewed y* kyng y e wouwde in hys syde, y c which 
euery man myght se 8 was there / 'sir,' quod Huon to 
the kynge / < when he had done all this / he set vs on 
iii. lene horses, & so brought vs in to this towne, 12 
bounde .handes and fete, and then set vs in a depe 
pryson / & so hath kept vs hyder vnto 4 with brede and 
water / and 5 hath taken fro vs all the ryches that 
we brought with vs / and, sir, yf he be so hardy to say 1 6 
the contrary, that it is not true that I haue sayd / let 
hym & Gybouars, lyke traytours as they be, arme 
them, 6 and I shall fyght agaynst them bothe / and yf I 
may 7 conquer them bothe, wherof I haue no doute with 20 
the ayde of our lord god / then let them haue as they 
haue deserued / & yf I can not ouer come them nor to 1 
make them to shewe the trouthe / I wyll that then 
incontynente ye 8 cause me to be drawen & hanged.' 24 
* By my fayth,' quod duke Naymes, ' syr / Huon can 
saye nor ofFre no more / for he offereth to prone y* 
contrary of that Gerarde hath sayd* / 'syr/ quod 
Gerard, ' my brother sayth at his pleasure, bycause he 28 
knoweth well that I will not stryue agaynst hym / 
bycause he is myne elder brother / let the kynge do as 
it shall please hym / as for me, I neuer consented to do 
so cruell a dede as he layeth to my charge.' ' A, good 32 
lorde,' quod duke Naymes / * howe the fals traytour can 
cloke & couer his ylnes !' 'Huon,' quod Charlemayn, 

1 omitted. 8 haue. 3 that. 4 hetherto. 6 so. 
• seliies. 7 can. 8 Fol. lx. col. 2. 
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4 I can not tell what ye haue done / but I wyll ye 
shewe me the berde and .iiii. grete teeth of the 
Admyrall Gaudys' / 'syr,' quod Huon, 4 1 crye you 
4 mercy, I haue shewed you howe they be taken fro me 
by the false traytoure my brother Gerarde ' / 4 Huon, 1 
quod the kyng, 4 ye knowe wel at your departure out cnariemairne in 

' anger at the loss 

of Fraunce I defended 1 you on 2 payn of your lyfe, that of the beard 
8 yf by aduen[tu]re ye returned agayne in to Fraunce, that * nd teeth * 
ye sholde not be so hardy 3 to enter in to this cyte of 
Burdeux tyl 4 ye had spoken with me fyrst, & to kepe 
me promis ye deliuered 5 me hostages, y e which I haue 

12 quyt syn 6 I haue you in my handes. it lyeth now in me 

other to hange you or to drawe you / or to gyue too 7 v 
you ony other iugemente / for at youre departure ye 
weTe agreed that I shold so do / but by y e fayth that I 

16 owe to 7 saynt Denys, or 8 it be nyght I shall cause the threaten* to slay 
to be hanged and drawen, and that shall I not let so to ' * 
do for ony man lyuynge / for now I take you in youre 
owne house.' 4 Syr,' quod Huon, 4 god forbed that a 

20 kynge of Fraunce sholde do so grete a cruelte. Syr, 9 I 

crye you mercy / for goddes sake doo not to me 60 Huon be** for 

mercy. 

grete an outrage / for, syr, 10 ye maye knowe ryght well 
that parforce I was broughte hyther. And therfore, 

24 syr 11 kynge, I requyre you let me haue ryghtfull and 
trewe -iugement. 1 4 By my fayth, Huo/i,' quod duke 
Naymes, 13 4 it is but a small request that ye make / for Nayme* nupporu 
your ryght is so clere that yf reason maye be shewed to hU * ppe,u ' 

28 you, there is no man can say the contrary / but that 
your landes oughte to be rendred to 7 you franke and fre, 
& your brother Gerarde to be hanged and strangled ' / 
then the duke sayde to the kynge / 4 syr, 9 I requyre you 

32 haue pyte of Huon, and doo nothynge to hym but 
ryght / and, sir, 10 ye shall do grete synne without 

1 charged. 2 vppon. 3 as. 4 vntill. 6 to. 
• seeing. 7 vuto. 8 before. 9 my Lord. 
10 omitted. 11 great 11 Fol. lx. back, col. 1. 
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ye do hym ryght ' / ' Naymes/ quod the kynge, ' you 
knowe well it is in me to cause Huon to dye / but 
and the king syn 1 that he is one of my peers I wyll ordre hym by 
trial. iugenient.' When the lordes and other knyghtes herde 4 

the kynge saye so they were ryght ioyful / for then 
they byleued that the kyng sholdo 2 haue pyte of Huon / 
but who so euer was ioyful / yet duke Naymes was not 
Nnymea protests contente, and sayde to the kynge / c syr, 3 by that I se 8 
Emperor** and here ye here Huon bub small loue, seynge that ye 

treatment of 

Huon. wyll put hym to iugement, cowsyderyng his dedes and 

saynges to be true ; and namely, where as he offereth 
to proue it by the holy father the pope' / then Huon 12 
withdrewe backe & lened hym to a pyller therby. 
Then the kyng called to 4 hym all his peeres and lordes, 

The king bids his & sayd, ' syrs, I requyre you, by the fayth and trouthe 

peers give Huon 

an impartial trial, and homage that ye bere to 4 me / that for me nor for 16 
myne amyte that ye ayde not Huon agaynst me / nor 
say 5 nor do no falshode / but the moost ryghtfull 
iugement that ye can make do / 1 charge you gyue trew 
iugement without ony fauoure or parsealyte ' / When 20 
the lordes herde the kynge saye so to 4 them, and that he 
coniured them so sore to do ryght / and iustyce / well 
they perceyued that the kynge had grete hate to 4 Huon / 
and that y e deth of his sone Chariot was not forgoten 24 
out of his mynde / then they all togyther drewe a 
parte in to a chanibre ryght penseue and mornynge / 
then 6 they satte downe on benches and beheld eche 
other without 7 spekynge of ony worde a longe space / 28 
when duke Kaymes sawe that, he rose vpon his fete and 

Naymes entreats sayd / c syrs, ye haue herde how the kynge hath charged 

them not to allow 

the king's hatred V8 to saye the trouthe ; we may parceyue well by hym 
judgment, that he bereth grete hate to 4 Huon, who is one of our 32 
company on s / and therfore, syrs, I requyre you that euery 
man by hym selfe wyll saye his aduyse as he thynketh.' 

1 seeiug. 2 would. 8 my Lord. 4 vnto. 6 lay. 
8 aud. 7 Fol. lx. back, col. 2. 
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% How the .xii. peers drewe to couwseyle to 
gyue sentence vpon Huon, other with hym 
or agaynst hym. Capitulo .lxxxi. 





of Ganelon; he 1 was one of the peers 
of fraunce / then he sayd / 1 syrs, as 
for me, I say, seynge the case as it is, 



that Huon by ryght mgement ought address the 

, _ ioi „ . on^i peers in favour o( 

to be hanged & drawew, for as ye know 2 well the Huon's death, 
kynge hath founde hym in the cyte of Burdeux / ther- 

12 fore I say that the kynge may, without doynge any 
synne, put hym to deth / and, syrs, yf ye thynke that 
I haue sayd good reason / agree ye than to y e same, 
and lette Gerarde his brother be lorde and mayster of 

16 all the iondys and sygnyoryes that sholde partayne to 8 
Huon / I consent & wyll, as myche as toucheth my 
parte, that Gerarde be one of the peeres of Fraunce in 
y a place of Huon his brother 1 / 4 whan Gaulter had endyd 

20 his reason, Harry 6 of seynt Omers spake, and sayd, 
'Syr Gaulter, goo & syt downe / your wordes can 
bere none effect, for they be of no valure. But, 
syrs,' quod he, 'shortly to speke and ryghtwysly to 

24 iuge, I say that it is reason that Huon be restoryd to 

all his londes, for his dede is well proued, & by good Harry of saint 

Omen declares 

wytnes, as our holy father the pope / for we may beleue that Huon is 
surely that Gerarde his brother, that thus hath betrayed 
28 hym, hath done it by false couetys 6 / therfore I say 

and iuge that Gerarde be drawen at horse taylles, and and that Gerard 

deserves to be 

than hangyd tyll 7 he be deed.' Than he sayd no more / drawn at hones* 
but sat downe agayne. 

1 who. * Fol. lxi. col. 1. 8 vnto. 4 and. 
6 Henry. 6 couetousness. 

7 yntin. 
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The Earl of 
Flanders urges 
that the two 
brothers should 
be reconciled to 
each other, 




'Ran Harry 1 of seiwt Omers had sayd hia 
reason / y e erle of Flaunders rose vp, 
and sayd to Harry, 1 ' all that ye haue 



sayd I wyll not consent therto / hut I 4 
shall she we you myne aduyse what 



ought to he done. Syrs, ye al know well the worlde, 
the which as now is lytell worth, for now a dayes can 
not he fouwle 2 trew frendes as were wont to he ; ye 8 
may well se hy these two hre theme / the stryfe that is 
hetwene them is foule and dyshonest; we sholde do 
well yf we coude fynde the meanes hy any maner of 



and the king wayes to apeace them / and therfore I counsell, lette vs 12 

should be prayed 

to spare both all togyther go to the kmge, and desyre hym to haue 



mercy and petye of hothe these tuo hrethern, & that 
it myght 8 please hym to apeace them, and render to 
Huon all his londes / and yf we coude bring it to this 16 
poynt, it sholde be a good dede as to accorde them 
togyther.' 

% Howe the peeres layde all 4 the dede to gyue 
the iugeraent vpon duke Naymes. 4 But for 20 
all that euer he coude say or doo, the kynge 
iuged Huon to dye. Capitulo .lxxxii. 



know surely that the kyng wyll do 28 
no thynge at our desyres. But, syrs, yf ye thynke it 
good, let vs all put the hole mater vpon duke Naymes 
of Bauyer / & all that he wyll say let vs agree therto ' / 
thaw all the lordes accordyd togyther, & sayd how the 32 

1 Henry. 2 such. 3 Fol. Ixi. col. 2. 

*— 4 vppon Duke Naymes to giue the iudgement vpon him : 
6 ~ 6 My Lord. 



their lives. 



The Earl of 
Chalons proposes 
that the peers 
shall follow the 
advice of Duke 
Naymes. 




Fter that the erle of Flauwders had 
spoke/i, the erle of Chalons rose vp 24 



and sayd, <5 Syre erle 5 of Flaunders, 
your reason is good, and ye haue 
spoken lyke a nohle man / hut I 
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erle Chalons had sayd 1 wel. Than they came to the 2 
duke Nayniea, and desyryd hy?M that he wolde take 
the charge of that mater on 3 hyw, and what so euer he 
4 dyd they were al agreed therto / whan the duke herd 
them he stode styll a certen space, & began to studye 
on the mater, and tooke all the .x. peeres to counsell 
with hym. And whan y* fay re Esclaramonde saw 
8 Huon her housebonde in that daunger among them 
with whom he shold haue been in ioy, than she began 
sore to wepe, and sayd, 'A, Huon, I se here great EacUnunood* 
pouerte, whan in the same proper towne where as ye tadiku, 

12 ought to be lorde to be in this daunger, and besyde 
that ye are not beleued nor herde of any man that is 
here, for any profe or wytnes that ye can say or shew / 
kynge Charlemayne wyll not beleue that ye haue ben 

16 in the cyte of Baby^ione, and yet surely there ye haue 
ben / for I saw you there slee my father the admyrall 
Gaudy s, and toke his berd, and drewe out of his mouth 
.iiii. of his greatest teth / gret petye it shalbe yf ye 

20 sholde dye for jour trough and faythfulnes / 6 the thynge 
that most fereth me is that I se none that be here 
lykely to be a noble man, namely, 6 the kynge, who is 
chefe of all other ; 7 me thynke he is full of falshede / 

24 for I se none other but he 8 purchaseth for 8 your deth. 
But I promy8e to god that yf he suffer you to haue this 
wronge, and thus to dye, I saye than as for my parte 
that Mahounde is better Worth than your 9 god IesU »nd reproach* 

* Christ with 

28 Cryst 9 / and yf it be soo that ye receyue deth without 10 permitting 
cause, I shall 11 newer more beleue in 12 Jesu Cryst 12 / but 
renounce his law, and beleue in Mahounde.' There were 
many lordes and knyghtes that herd the ladyes wordes / 

32 wherof they had suche petye that the moost part of them 

began to wepe. And whan Huon herde hys wyfe he 

1 right 2 omitted. 8 vppon. * F*ol. lxi. back, col. 1. 
6 but 8 except 7 and yet 8-8 that seeks. 
fr- 9 king Charlemaine. 10 a. 11 will, 
li-ia y 0Ur king. 
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Huon begs her to toiirnyd 1 his face to her warde, 1 and sayd, ' Lady, I desyre 

have patience. 

you to leue your sorow and trust in god almyghty, who 
so often tymes hath socouryd vs. ye know not what he 
wyll do ; let vs be content with his good pleasure.' Thus 4 
with suche wordes Huon apeaced the fayre Esclara- 
monde. And duke Naymes, who was in counsell with 
the other peeres, sayd to them, ( Syrs, I haue grete 
sorow at my hert by cause of these two bretherne, so 8 
Duke Naymes that I can not tell what Counsell to fynde. I desyre 

hesitates to give 

the peen counsel, you all that in this weyghty mater to counsell me & 
shew me your opynyons therin.' ' Syr,' quod the lordes, 
' other counsell ye shall not haue of vs, for we haue layde 12 
al y* mater vpon you to do therin what it shall please 
you.' 'Syres,' quod the duke / 'to dyssymell the 
matter vayleth not, 2 syn 8 that Huon must passe by 
iugement ; ho we saye you, shall he be hangyd or drawen?' 16 
' Syr/ quod Gaulter, who was y e fyrst 4 speker / 4 me 
but he indig- thynke he can scape none other wyse.' ' A, traytour/ 
^tor^proposai quod the duke, 'thou lyest falsly, for it shall not 
bepuftodeaA? 111 folow after thy counsell, whether thou wylt or not; 20 
there is no man this day that shalbe so hardy e 5 to iuge 
hym to dye / therfore, syrs, yet shew me agayne yf 6 ye 
wyll all agree to my counsel! ' 'Syr,' quod they, ' we 
haue layde the charge on you, the whiche we wyll all 24 
byde by' / but who so euer was glade, Gaulter was 
sorowful and angrye / for he wold haue consentyd to 
the deth of Huon. Than all the barons, ryght sad and 
pensyue, went out of the counsell chambre, and they 28 
The peers, coude fynde no maner of wayes howe to saue Huon, 
Huon'siife. but they all prayed to god to ayde & socoure hym. 

And Huon seynge the barons comyng so sadly togyther, 
thought that the mater was not at a good poynt, wherby 32 
he began sore to wepe / whan Esclaramond and Gerames 
saw the sorowe that Huon made, they had gret petye 

1 toward her. 2 but. 8 since. 
4 Fol. lxi. back, col. 2. 6 as. 8 whether. 



Digitized by 



Ca. lxxxii.] how the duke natmes seeks justice. 255 

therof. Than Huon behelde duke Naymes, for lie knew 
well al the mater lay in his handes / he feeryd greatly 
the iugement that sholde be made vpon hym / & sayd, 

4 ' a, very god & man, as I beleue veryly that thou Huon prays for 
dydyst dye on the holy crosse to redeme vs all, & that * aftty ' 
on the thyrd day thou dyddyst ryse fro deth to lyfe, 
I requyre the humbly in this grete nede to socoure me, 

8 as treuly as I am in the ryght, for more wrong can 1 no 
man haue.' Than y e duke JSaymes of Bauyer cam to 
y* kinge, & said / ' air, wyll it please you to here what 
we haue deuysyd ? ' ' Ye/ quod the kinge, ' I desyre 
12 no thynge elies to know* / 'well, sir, 9 quod the duke, 

' than I demaunde of you in what place of your regyon Nayme. a»ks 

ii i aii i ao a « ., _ Charles where he 

thynke you 2 that ye ought 2 too luge of the peeres of thinks the peer* 
Fraunce?' 'Naymes/ quod y e kynge, 'I know well ye be brought for M 
16 be a noble man, & all that ye say is to delyuer Huon trU1 ' 

of Burdeux / but I wyll ye know all shall not profy t The king declare* 

that Huon shall 

hym. 9 Than y e duke sayd, 'sir, to say so ye do grete die. 
wronge. Therfore, air, regarde well in what 3 place ye 
20 wyll haue one of you? peeres iugyd. yf ye know not 
where it ought to be done, I shall 4 shew you in your 
realme there are but thre places to do it in. The fy rst Nayme* shows 

that there are 

is the towne of Seynt Omers / the .ii. is Orleaunce, & only three towns 
24 y' thyrd is Parys / & therfore, sir, yf ye wyll procede be tried!*" C *" 
vpon Huon by iustyce, it is conuenyent that it be done 
in one of these thre places, for here in this towne he 
can not be iugyd.' ' Naymes,' quod y e kynge, ' I vnder- 
28 stonde well why ye saye this ; I well 6e & perceyue that Charlemagne 

reproaches the 

ye entende to none other ende but to delyuer 5 quyt Duke with 
Huon. I had thought to haue entretyd hym by the acquit Huon, 
ordre of iustice / to thentent that none of you sholde 
32 haue reprouyd me, therfor I ordeynd that he sholde 
haue ben iugyd by you that be the peeres of Fraunce / 
& I se well ye haue done no thynge therin, & therfore 

1 can after man. 4-2 omitted. 8 Fol. lxii. col. 1. 
4 will. 6 and. 
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the Emperor's 
words. 



Very plteoas is 
Esclanunonde's 
lamentation. 



Oerames also 
weeps sorelj. 



as longe as ye lyue ye shall medell no more wit/l that 
mater / but by the berde that I bere on my chyn, I 
shall neuer dyne nor ete no mete after this dyner tyll I 
se hym hangyd and drawen / for all your berynge of 4 
hym agaynst me.' Than he commaundyd y* tabelles to 
be set vp / 1 whan Gerard vnderstode the kynge he was 
ioyfull ther of in his herte / but he made no semblaunt 
of ioy by cause of the lordes that were there present / 8 
whan Huon & Esclaramonde herd how y e kynge had 
sworne the deth of Huon, The doloures wepynges & 
teeres that they made were so extreme that herd it 
were to declare it / & Esclaramond sayde to Huon, 12 
' A, syr, now I se well / that grete pyte it shalbe the 
departynge of vs two / but yf I had a knyfe I wold 
not abyde your deth / but fyrst I sholde slee my selfe 
before this false and vntrow kynge ' / her compleyntes 16 
were so petufull that moost part of the lordes wept for 
pyte / and the olde Gerames sore wept, & sayd, 'A, 
good lord god, in what houre was I born ! in grete 
doloure & payne I haue vsyd 2 my youth / & now in 20 
myn age thus shamfully 8 to dye.' Thus all .iii. made 
suche sorow that it wolde haue made a hard herte to 
lament. All .iii. thought none otherwyse but to dye, 
by cause they had herde kinge Charlemayne make 24 
suche promyse / but that 4 god wyl ayde 6 no man can 
lette, 6 for yf 6 god saue the good kinge Oberon, 7 kynge 
Charlemayne shalbe foraworne, as ye shall here 8 after. 
Nowe let vs leue spekynge of these 9 pyteous company, 28 
& speke of the noble kinge Oberon of y* fayrye, who as 
than was in his woode. 

% How kynge Oberon cam to socoure Huon, 
& made Gerarde to co^fesse all the treason 32 

1 and. 1 continued. 8 Fol. lxii. col. 2. 4 which. 
6 saue. 6—8 and. 7 for. 8 here. 9 this. 
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that he had purchasyd agaynst Huon his 
brother. Capitulo .lxxxiii. 

E haue herd before how kiwge Oberon 
was displeased with Huon by cause he 
had broken his commauwdement. But 
whan Huon had ben at Rome, and obewm had taken 

' Huon again into 

confessyd of all his synnes, & 1 assoylled hu^owao«r 
8 of y e pope. Than king Oberon was content, & in his confoeeed by the 

Pope* 

herte forgaue all the yll wyll that he had to Huon / & 

as he sat at diner, he began to wepe / whan his seruante* weepe over 

sawe that, they had grete meruayle, & sayd to 2 hym / inFranoe. 

1 2 1 si>, we desyre you to shew vs why ye do wepe & be 
so troubled ; there is sum dyspleasure done to 2 you / sir, 8 
for the loue of our lorde Jesu Cryst, we desyre you 
hyde it not fro us.' ' Syrs,' quod the kynge, 1 1 

16 remembre now the vnhappy Huon of Burdeux, who is 
retournyd fro y' farre partes, & he hathe passyd by 
Rome, & there hath taken his wyfe in maryage, & is 
confessyd of all his synnes, for the whiche synnes he 

20 hath ben by me sore punyshyd. 

• But it is tyme, yf euer I wyll do hym any good, 
now to ayde hym, & to socoure hym agaynst kynge 
Charlemayne / for he hathe 4 sworne neuer to go to bed 

24 tyll 6 he haue hangyd & drawen the poore Huon / but f 
by the grace of our lorde god, Charlemayn shalbe for- 
sworne, for at this tyme I shall socoure & ayde hym / He declares be 
for he is as now in such a daimger, without he be Saw,** ° no ° *° 

28 socouryd incontynent, deth is nere hym / he was neuer 
in his lyfe in suche perell / he is now in the palays at 
Burdeux, & hys wyfe the fayre^Esclaramonde, & the 
olde Gerames, with feters on ther fete, beynge in grete 

32 sorow / & kinge Charemain is set at dyner, & hath 
made his oth to hang 6 Huon / but yet whether he wyll 

1 was. * vnto. 3 therefore. 4 Fol. lxii. back, col. 1. 
6 vn till. 8 haue. 

CHARL. BOM. VI. 8 
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and he wishes 

himself, 

with the table si 
which he is 
sitting, 



and his horn, cup, 
and armour, 



and a hundred 
thousand men, 
transported to 
Bordeaux. 



His desire is at 
onoe accom- 
plished. 



Charlemagne 
believes that 
Naymes has 
enchanted him. 



Gerames shows 
Huon how 
Oberon Is come to 
aid him. 



The city Is filled 
with Oberon and 
his armed men, 



huon of burdeux. [Ca. lxxxiii. 

or not lie shalbe periuryd / for I wyll go to my frende 
Huon, & helpe hym at his nede / therfore I wyshe my 
table, & all that is theron, nere to kynge Charlemayns 
table, & sumwhat aboue his a 1 two fote hyer ; & also 4 
I wyll, by cause I haue herd say that often tymes of a 
lytell castell cometh a greater, therfore I wyl that on 
my table be set my cuppe, & home, & harnes, 2 y* 
whiche Huon conqueryd of y e Gyaunt Angolaffer ; & 8 
also I wysh with me a .CM. men of armes such as I 
was wont to haue in batayle ' / he had no soner sayd 
y 6 wordes / but by the wyll of god & the pusaunce of 
the fayry / his table & all that kinge Oberon had 12 
wyshyd was set iust by kinge Charlemaynes table, 
more hyer & greater than his was / whan 8 Charlemayne 
sawe the table, & the cuppe & 4 home & cote of mayle, 
he had greate meruayle, & sayd to duke Naymes, 'sir 16 
duke, I beleue ye haue enchauntyud me.' c sir,' quod 
the duke, 'neuer in my lyfe I medled with such mater' / 
the iordes & all suche as were there were greatly 
abasshyd how that mater came to passe / Gerames, 20 
who set nere to Huon, whan he saw the table, & y* 
cuppe & home of yuory & the harnes 6 theron, he knew 
them well, & sayd to Huon, ' syr, be not dysmayed / for 
on yonder table that ye may se is your cuppe & home 24 
of yuory and cot of mayl / wherby I perceyue we] 
that ye 6 shalbe socouryd by kynge Oberon ' / Huon 
behelde the table, & had grete ioye whan he saw it / 
than he lyft vp his handes to the heuen & thanked our 28 
lorde god that he wolde vyset suche a pore synner as 
he was. 7 ' A, kynge Oberon, in many grete nedes ye 
haue socouryd me ' / therwith aryued kinge Oberon in 
the cyte, wherof the burgesses & the comons were 32 
greatly abashyd, whan they saw suche a nombre of men 
of warre enter in to there cyte without any knowledge 



1 aboute. 
6 armour. 



King. * omitted. 
6 Fol. lxii. back, col. 2. 7 saying. 



mv armour. 
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before. Whan kinge Oberon was within y e towne, & 
al his company, he sayd to his lordes, ' syrs, loke that 
ye set good watche at euery gate, so that no man go 
4 out 9 J the whiche they dyd delygently / for at euery and u» gate* are 
gate they set .x.M. men / Hhe cyte was full of men. 1 JHh^Jlne'oiT 
Than kyng Oberon toke the way to the palays, & at y* v * mcni ' 
gate he left .x.M. men, commaundyng them on payne of 
8 there lyues that they shold not suffer any man to passe 
out / & also he commaundyd that yf they herde hym 
blowe his home of yuory, that incontynent they sholde 
come in to the palays to hym, & to sle all suche as they 

12 sholde fynde there / & they proniysyd hym so to do. 

Than kyng Oberon went vp in to the palays, & many oberon arrtTe* at 
of his lordes / with hym / he was rychely aparellyd in P ***° e ' 
cloth of golde, & the border therof was fret 2 with ryche 

16 precyouS stonnes ; goodly it was to behold, for a fayrer 

lytell person coude not be founde / he passyd iust by He md«iy touch** 
kyng Charlemayn without spekynge of any worde, & SpMM^wm. 
went so nere too kynge Charlemayn tBat he shuldred 

20 hym so rudely that his bonet fell fro his hede. ' A, 
good lorde/ quod Charlemayn e, ' I haue greate meruayle 
what this dwarfe may be that so rudely hath shuldred 
me, & all moost had ouer throwen my table / he is The King i* 

24 feerse whan he thinkes scorne to speke to me, how greaUy annoyed> 
be it, I wyll se what he wyll do / I can not tell and watches his 
what he thynketh to doo / as 3 me semyth he is 
ryght ioyful, & also he is y* moost fayrest creature 

28 that 4 euer I saw ' / whan Oberon had passyd by 

the kyng he came to Huon, & wysshyd y* fetters oberon wiiu the 

fetter* to fell 

fro all there fete, l & toke them by theyr handes 1 from uaon's feet. 
& led them before Charlemayn with out any worde 
32 spekynge, & causyd them to syt downe 5 at his owne 
table that he had wysshyd thether, l & he sat downe 
with them 1 / than he toke his ouppe and made theron 

1 - 1 omitted. 2 sette. 8 but. 4 Fol. lxiii. col. 1. 
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Fnclaramonde, 
II uon, and 
Uerames drink 
from liis 
enchanted cup. 

Oberon bids Huon 
offer the cap to 
Charlemagne. 



It grows empty 
In the Emperor's 
hand. 



Oberon charges 
him with having 
committed a sin 
which he has 
never confessed. 



I Charlemagne 
fears the fairy- 
king. 



.iii. crosses / than incontynent y* cuppe was full of 
wyne / than kynge Oberon toke it & gaue it to Esclara- 
mond to drynke, & than to Huon, & so to Gerames / 
& whan they had all thre dronken well, he sayd to 4 
Huon, ' frende, aryse vp & take the cuppe & bere it to 
kynge Charlemayne, & say vnto hym that he drynke to 
you in the name of good 1 peace / yf he refuse it he dyd 
neuer suche a foly in all hys lyfe.' Kynge Charlemayne, 8 
who sat nere to them at his owne table, herd kinge 
Oberons wordes / than he wyst not what to thynke, & 
so sat styll & durst 2 speake no 8 worde for the great 
meruaylles that he saw there, and no more durst 12 
none of his men, for they were so abasshyd that there 
was none there / but that gladly wolde haue ben a 
C. legges thense; J euery man beheld other w/t/i grete 
meruayle. 1 But who so euer was af rayed, Gerarde 16 
was not 4 well assuryd. 6 Thaw Huon rose fro kynge 
Oberons table, & tooke the cuppe & went ther with to 
kynge Charlemayn, & delyueryd it to hym. The kynge 
toke it, and he 1 durst not refuse it. as soone as it was 20 
in his handes it was drye & voyde, and not a drope of 
wyne therin. • Felow/ quod y* king, ' ye haue en- 
chauntyd me.' ' Syr,' qwod kynge Oberon, * it is 
bycause ye are full of synne / for y e cup is of suche 24 
dygnyte that none can drynke therof without he be a 
noble man, & clene without any deedly synne / & I 
know one that ye dyd not longe a go, the whiche as 
yet ye were neuer confessyd of / & yf it were not to 28 
your shame I sholde shew it here openly, that euery 
man sholde here it ' / whan themperour 6 Charlemayne 
herde kiwge Oberon he was abasshyd, & afrayed that 
kynge Oberon wold haue shamyd hym openly / than 32 
Huon toke agayne the cuppe, & than incowtynent it 
was full of wyne agayne / & than Huon bare it to duke 

1 omitted. 2 not. 8 one. 4 verie. 6 pleased. 
• Fol. lxiii. col. 2. 
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Naymes, who sat next to Cliarlemayne. Naymes toke Only Duke 

_ _ , , , _ . , . . Tk.ii Naymes of all the 

the cuppe & dranke therof at his pleasure. But all courtiers can 
other coude not touche the cuppe, they were so full of enchanted cup. 

4 synne. Than Huon retournyd to kyng Oberon, & sat 
downe by hym / than kinge Oberon called to hym 
duke Naymes, & conwnaundyd hym to ryse fro Charle- 
mains table & to syt downe by hym at his table / the 

8 whiche" ditke Naymes dyd, he durst not say nay. Than 
Oberon sayd to hym / 'air duke Naymes, ryght good oberon commends 

. , . Naymes for his 

thanke I can 1 you in that ye haue ben so trew & lust faith in Huon, 
to Huon / & you, 2 kynge Charlemayn, 8 who is 8 
12 emperour of y e Romayns / beholde here Huon, whom and rebukes the 

D . , Emperor for the 

wrongfully & vriih out cause ye haue dysneryt, & wold injustice of which 
take fro hym 4 his londes / he is a noble man & trew / g U uty in his 
& besyde that, I say vnto you for trouthe he hath done Dro^"^^ 6 

16 your message to 6 the admyrall Gaude«, & I ay dyd to andGeranL 
bri?ige hym to hys deth, & 6 he toke out of his mouth 
.iiii. of his gretest teth, & 7 dyd cut of his whyte berde / 
& I dyd close them within the syde of Gerames by the 

20 wyll of god / this that I say ye may beleue surely, for 
at these dedes all I was present. Se yonder false 
traytour Gerard, who by his malysyous entent hath 
done this treason / & to thentent 8 that ye may knowe 

24 the mater more surelyer, ye shall here it confessyd by 

his owne mouth.' Than Oberon said to Gerarde, c I oberon bids 

» Oerard coufeas 

coniure the, by y e deuyne puyssauwce & power that god the truth, 
hath gyuew me, that here before kynge Charlemayn 

28 & all his lordes, 9 shewe & declare the trouthe of this 
treason that 10 thou hast done agaynst Huon thy brother.' 
wharc Gerarde vnderstode Obero;* he was in such fere that 
he trymbled for drede / for he felt in hym selfe that he 

32 coude haue no power to hyde 11 or 12 couer 11 the trouth of 

the treason / & than he sayd, ( Syr, I se wel to hyde the and be tells aloud 

1 giue. 1 thou. *— 3 that art. 4 all. 6 vnto. 
6 theu. 7 also. 8 the end. 9 thou. 10 which. 
u-* 1 emitted. 12 Fol. lxiii. back, col. 1. 
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th« story of his 
•in against his 

brother. 



All the details of 
the plot are set 
before the 
Emperor. 



trouthe can not auayle me / therfore trewe it is I went 
to the abbay of seynt Maurys to se my brother Huon / 
& Gybouars accompanyd with .lx. men of 1 armes. we 
departyd fro this cyte, and layde our busshemewt in a 4 
lytell wood a 2 .il legees fro this cyte / to watch whan 
my brother Huon shold passe by that way.' ' Gerarde,' 
quod kyng Oberon, ' speke out hyer that ye may the 
better be herde, & that euery man may here the treason 8 
& falsnes that ye haue done to 8 yonr brother.' ' Syr/ 
quod Gerard, 'I wote not what to say / for I haue 
done so yll and falsly against my brother that more yll 
I coude not do ; 4 1 am ashamyd to recounte it. But to 12 
saye trewly that, or 6 it was mydnyght, I made my 
brother to ryse, & to departe fro y e abbay / & whan we 
came nere to the place where as my father in law 
Gybouars was with his busshement, I began to stryue 16 
with my brother so hyeiy that Gibouars myght here 
me, who whan he herde me speke, he brake out 6 of 
his busshement, & ranne at my brothers company, & 
so slew them all excepte these .iii. that be here / than 20 
we toke y* deed bodyes & dyd cast them in to the 
ryuer of Gerone / than we toke Huon, & his wyfe, & 
the olde Gerames, & bounde theyr handes & fete & 
blyndfelyd theyr iyen, & so brought them on .iii. 24 
lene horses in to this cyte ; & I toke out of the syde 
of 7 Gerames the berd & .iiii. gret teth / the whiche yf it 
please you I shall fetche them fro thense 8 I left them. 1 
' Gerarde/ quod Oberon, ' ye shall not nede to take the 9 28 
laboure, for whan it shall please me I can haue them 
without you ' / ' weU, sir,' quod Gerarde, 1 thus whan 
I had set them in pryson, I went backe agayne to the 
abbay, & than I demaundyd of the abbot & couent 32 
where the treasure was that my brother had left there, 
& that he sholde delyuer it to me, beerynge hy?n in 



1 at. 
• forth. 



2 about 
» old. 



3 vnto. 4 and. 
8 the place where. 



6 before. 
• that. 
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Hande that my brother Huon bad *sent for it / the good 
abbot wolde not delyuer it to me / wherfore Gybouars 
& I alew hym, & than we made this monke here* abbot, 
4 who is neer of kyne to Gybouars, to y e entent that he 
aholde ayde to here vs wytnes, & to iustyfye our 
aayngea / tha/i we toke all the treasure that was there 
& brought it hyther / than I chargyd .x. somers, the 
8 whiche I had with me, to kynge Charlemayns court at 
Parys / the which treasure I gaue part therof to the 
kynge, & to other, by whom I thought to be aydyd, 
to parforme myn vnhappye enterpryce / & I beleued 

12 surely that by reason of the ryches that I gaue that 
my brother aholde haue receyued deth / & therby I to 
haue ben lorde & mayster of al his londe* & seygnoryes / 
sir, 8 this treason that I haue shewed, Gybouars causyd Gerard c 

16 me to do it, or elks I had neuer thought to haue done th« suggestion of 

the wicked 

it* ' Gerarde,' quod king Oberon, 1 yf it please our 
lord Jesu Cryst, you & he both shalbe hangyd by the 
neckes, there is no man lyuynge shall saue you. Syr Oberon r 

20 emperour Charlemayn, ye haue well herd the confessyon ^dwE«d 
of Gerard of the grete treason that Gybouars & he b^Mge^*^ 10 
hath done to 4 Huon. But by y* lorde that fourmyd 
me to his semblaunce / both they two, & the abbot, & 

24 his chapleyne, shalbe hangyd for there false wytnes.' 
« By y' fayth that I owe to saynt Denys/ qwod kynge 
Charlemayn / 'they can not scape it.' 'Syr/ qi/od andCh»rie« 
Naymes, ' it is grete synne to trouble a noble man / ye 

28 shal do well yf all iiii be hangyd ' / whan all the lordes 
herd Gerarde confesse that gret treason that he had 
done to 4 his brother, they blissyd them, & had grete 
meruayle of y 6 false treason that the one brother dyd 

32 io the other. 

1 Fol. Ixiii. back, col. 2. 2 the. 3 and all. 4 vnto. 
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% How kynge Obero/i caused to be hangyd 
the .iiii. traytours, Gerard, Gybouars, & the 
two monkes, for 1 there false wytnes / & of 
the peace made bet wen Huon & Charle- 4 
mayne / and how kyng Oberon gaue to 2 
Huon his realme of the fayrye. 

Capittdo lxxxiiii. 

I Han kynge Oberon had herd Gerarde 8 
confesse the treason done to his brother, 
oberon wiahm the [UfSlf^JII ^d herde how Gerarde offred to goo 




wWdiGerar^bM ^HSM^tAl ^ ^^he the berdo & 8 teth / & how 
^tim, apPW ^B^^P he had denyed hym to go, Than he 12 

sayd, ' I wyashe them here on 4 this table.' he had no 
and thtj obey bis sooner made his wysshe but they were set on the 
table / wherof all such as were there had gret mer- 
uayle. ' Syr/ quod Huon to kynge Oberon, humbly, 16 
Huon pleads for * I requyre you that of your grace ye wyll pardon my 

the life of Gerard 

hie brother. brother Gerard all y* yll that he hath done against 
me / for he dyd it by Gybouars, & as for me here, & 
before god, I pardon hym ; and, sir, yf ye wyli do 20 
thus I shalbe content therwM / & to thentent that 
we may vse our liues fro hense forth in good peace & 
loue, I wyll gyue 6 hym the halfe parte of my londes & 
seygnoryes / &, sir, in the honoure of our lord Jesu 24 
Cryst, haue py te of hym ' / whan the lordes that were 
there present vnderstode Huon, they all for pyte began 
to wepe, and sayd amonge them selfe that Huon was a 
noble knyght, & that it had ben pyte yf the mater had 28 

oberon will grant framyd other wyse* ' Syr Huon/ quod Oberon / 4 it is 

no reepite» 

not necessarye to 6 requyre me of 6 this / for all the golde 
tiiat is in the worlde shall not respyte them 7 fro the 
deth. 7 I wysshe by y* puyssaunce that I haue in y* 32 

1 Fol. lxiiii. col. 1. 8 vnto. 8 great. 4 vpon. 
* Fol. lxiiii. col. 2. request. 7-7 their deaths. 
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fayrye, 1 and by my dygnyte, 1 that here beneth in y* 

medow ther be a payre of gallowes, & all four© theron and th« tnuton 

Aft tuuigtol. 

hangyd.' Incontynent it was done, and all foure 
4 hangyd / thus as ye haue herd y* traytours were payed 
ther desertes. Whan kynge Charlemayn had sene the t*» Bmptror 
gret meruaylle8 that were done by the 1 commaundement to be Oud 
of 1 kyng Oberon, he sayd to his lorde*, ' Syrs, I beleue aSmmU ' 
8 this man be 1 god hymselfe / for there is no mortall man 
can do this that he hath done' / whan Oberon vnder- 
, stode the emperour, he sayd, ' Syr, know for trouth I bat ti» wry-king 
am not 5 god, bat I am a mortall man as ye be, and history, 

12 was engendred on a woman as ye were, & my father 
was Julyus cesar, who engendred me on the lady of y* 
preuey 4 yle, who had ben before louer to Florymount, 
sonne to the duke of Albanye / she bare me .ix. 

16 monethes in her bely, 6 and 0 begoten by Julyus cesar 
whan he went in to Thesayle after Pompe the grete. 
He was amourous of my mother bycause she pro- 
phesyed that my father, Julius cesar, sholde wynne 

20 the batayle as he dyd / and whan I was borne there 
were vtith my mother many ladyes of y e fayrye, and by 
them I hadde many gyftes, and amonge other there 
was one that gaue me y* gyft to be suche one as ye se 

24 that 1 1 am, wherof I am sorye, but I can 7 be none other- 
wyse / for whan I cam to the age of thre yere I grew 
no more / & whan this lady 8 saw that I was so lytell / 
to content agayne my mother she gaue me agayne that 

28 I sholde be the moost 1 fayrest creature of the worlde, 
and other ladyes of the fayry gaue me dyuers other 
gyftes, the whiche I ouer passe at this tyme / & ther- 
fore, sir, know for trouth that aboue all thynges god 

32 loueth fayth & trouth whan it is in men, as it is here 
in Huon; & bycause I know in 9 certaine that he is 

1-1 omitted. 2 some. * no. 4 secret. 6 wombe. 
• I was. 7 not. 8 Fol. lxiiii back, col. 1. 
• for. 
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•nd talis of hit trew & faythfull, therfore I haue al waves loaed hym.' 

love for Huon. 

After tJiat kynge Oberon had endyd his wordes, & 
shewed themperour Charlemayn of all his estate, he 
called Huon, and sayd, 1< aryse vp, & take the berde & 4 
the teth, & bere them to kyng Charlemayn, & desyre 
hym to render to yon your londes as he promysyd.' 

Roon g\rm 

' Syr/ quod Huon, * I onght so to do ' / than Huon 
h«rd^d*toeth* came to kiwge Charlemayne, & sayd, *Syr, by your 8 
from Babylon. grace, & yf it maye please yon to receyne here y* berde 

& teth of y* admyral Gaudys.' € Huon,' quod y* kiwge, 
The Bmptror * I holde yon qnyt, and I render to yon all your londes 

bands over to him 

aii hia lands, & seygnoryes, & pardon yon of all myn yll wyll, and 12 
a^hSTo^oes! m put al rancoure fro me, & fro hense forth 2 retayne you 
as one of my peeres.' 1 Syr,' quod Huon, 1 of this I 
thanke god & your grace.' than themperour Charle- 
mayne clyppyd & kyssyd Huon in token of peace & 16 
Tha ooortiers loue. Whan the lorde# saw that they wept for ioy, & 

rejoice orer the id i« * * 

reconciliation. thanked god that the peace was made, & specyally duke 
naymes was ioyfulL than within a whyle dyuers of y* 
lordes departyd fro the courte / than kynge Oberon 20 
oberon bids Huon called Huofi to 3 hym, & said / ' Sir, I coromauwde yon, 
in four jeers* as derely as ye loue me, that this same day .iiii. yere to 
time, come that ye come in to my cyte of Mom mure / for I 

wyll gyue you my realme & all my dygnyte, the which 24 
and promises him I may lawfully do, for at my byrth it was gyuen me 

the kingdom of 

the fairies. that I myght so do, for it lyeth in me to gyue it where 
as I thynke best, & bycause I loue you so entyerly I 
shall set y* crowne on 4 your hede, and ye shalbe kyng of 28 

Bordeaux shall my realme / & also I wyll that ye 6 gyue vnto Gerames 

then be giren to 

all your londe* & seygnoryes in this partes, for he hath 
wel desfiruyd it / for with you & for yowr loue he hath 
8uffred many grete t^auaylle8. , * Syr/ qttod Huon, 32 
' syn 6 this is your pleasure, I ought wel to be pleasyd 
therwith ; I shall acumplyshe all your commaunde- 

1 Sir. 1 I. s vnto. 4 vpon. 

6 Fol. Ixiiii. back, col. 2. 6 seeing. 
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inente*.' 'Huon,* quod Oberon, 'know for trouth I oberonuniofMt 
shal not abyde longe in this worlde, for so is the plea- depa^nfor 
sure of god. it behoueth me to go 'in to paradyce, Parmdli ** 
4 wher as my place is apparelled 1 ; in y* fayrye I shal byde 
no lenger. bat beware, as derely as ye loue your lyfe, 
that ye fayle not to be with me at y* daye that I haue 
apoyntyd ; beware that ye forget it not / for yf ye fayle 
8 I shall cause you too dye an yll deth / & therfore reme/rc- 
bre it welL' whan Huon herde kynge Oberon he was 
ryght ioyus, 2 & stowpyd downe to haue kyst his fete / 
but than Gloryauns & Mallebron toke hym vp. Than 
12 Huon sayd, 'syr, of 3 this grete gyft I thanke you.' 

% How kyng Oberon departyd and toke leue 
of Charlemayn, & of Huon, & of Esclara- 
mounde / and also how kynge Charlemayne 
16 departyd fro Burdeux. Ca. lxxxv. 

Han kynge Oberon had sayd 4 to Huon 
as myche as he wold that he sholde 
do / than he sayd to Huon how he 
wolde departe, & toke leue of hym, & 
6 8wetely kyssyd 6 hym. Than Oberon oberon w«pt on 

parting with 

stode styll a season, 0 & behelde Huon, & began to Huon. 

wepe 7 / whan Huon saw that he was sory in his herte, 
24 & sayd, ' A, sir kynge, I desyre you to shew me why 

make you this sorow at your departynge.' 8 'Huon,' 

quod Oberon, ' I shal shew you it is for pyte that I 

haue of you / for I s were by 9 y* lorde 9 that creatyd me 
28 that, or 10 I shal se thee agayne, fyrst thou shalt suffre so Huon ho yet to 

myche payne / trauayle / pouerte / hungre / thjrrst / «dv©r»ity. 

fere / & n aduersyte, that there is no tonge can tell it / 

1 appointed. * ioyfull. 8 for. 4 imparted. 
*-* kindly embraced. 8 little while. 7 lament 
8 departure. •~ 9 him. 10 before. 
» Fol. lxv. col. 1. 
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& thy good wyfe shall suffer so myche that there is no 
creature shall se her but that shal haue 1 of her 1 great 
pyte.' ' A, syr,' quod Huon, 4 than I requyre you to 
ayde & Couiforte me.' ' Huon/ quod Oberon, * what 4 
comforte wolde ye haue of me 1 ' ' Syr,' quod Huon, * I 
desyre you let me haue your home of yuory, to thentent 
that yf 1 haue nede that ye may socoure me / for so 
well I know yoil that ye wyll com and socoure me.' 8 
4 Hudn,' quod Oberon / * syn* I haue agreed you with 
Charlemayn, trust not on me to be* sdcouryd in any of 
your besyness, suffyce you with the gyft that I haue 
gyuen you whan 8 all my realme & pusatince that I haue 12 
in the fayrye / trust on none other socoure of me.' ' Syr, 
I am sory therof,' quod Huon, ' that it may be none 
Oberon takes otherwyse.' Than kynge Oberon toke leue of kynge 
court. Charlemayn, & of duke Naymes, & of all other lordes 16 

there present. Than he went to Iluon & enbraced 
hym, & toke his leue of hym, & also of Esclaramonde 
& of olde 4 Geranies, & sayd to 4 the fay re lady 4 Esclara- 
monde, 4 1 coramaunde you to god, & I desyre you, yf 20 
ye haue done well hether vnto, that ye wyll parseuer 
euer better & better, and bere always fayth & honour 
to your housbonde ' / ' syr/ quod she, ' I pray god I 
lyue no lenger than 8 I sholde 4 do the contrary.' Thus 24 
kynge Oberon departyd / & after his departure kynge 
Charlemagne also Charlemayn made redy his company, & toke leue of 

leaves Bordeaux^ 

Huon, and of Esclaramonde & Gerames, and they con- 
ueyed* the kynge a 7 two legges, 8 and than toke there 28 
leues of 9 the kynge, 9 & of duke Naymes, and of all the 
bat promises to lordes. Than the kynge sayd / 4 Huon, yf any warre 

aid Huon in any 

war in which he be moued agaynst you, or that yf ye haue any gret 
*i*,r engage. affayres to do / let me haue knowlege therof, & I shall 32 
come & socoure you, or 4 1 shall 4 sende you suche ayde 
that shalbe suffycient.' ' Syr,' quod Huon, ' I thanke 

i— 1 after pyte. 8 seeing. 8 euen. *-* emitted. 
* it • brought. 7 about. 8 off. 8 -« him. 
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your grace,' and so toke 1 leue of the kynge & retouryd 
to BurMeux, where as he was 8 in grete ioy, & 8 receyued 
with grete honour. 4 Nowe let vs leue spekynge of 
4 Huon, & speke of Oheron of the fayrye.' 

1 his. « Fol. lxv. col. 2. 8 8 omitted. « ioy. 



(BEING THE 8T0RT OP THE ORIGINAL PRENCH CHANSON 
DB QBSTB Of RUQN DE BORDEAUX). 
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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The portrait which is prefixed to this volume will, I hope, prove 
of some general interest. As the work of Holbein, and a memorial 
of a first discoverer of the capacities of English prose, it deserves a 
very prominent position among portraits of English men of letters. 
The original painting is at Keythorpe Hall, Leicestershire. It has 
been reproduced here for the first time by the kind permission of its 
owner, the Hon. H. Tyrwhitt Wilson. Lord Berners is represented 
in the robes of the Chancellor of the Exchequer : he holds in his right 
hand a lemon to protect him (according to a contemporary belief) 
from the plague, to which his presence in the Exchequer Court fre- 
quently exposed him. The picture is described by Mr. Ralph 
Wornum in his edition of Horace Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting 
(i. 82), but Dr. Alfred Woltmann in his elaborate book on Holbein 
makes no mention of it. The present engraving is the work of 
Messrs. Dawson of the Typographic Etching Company. 

I regret that I have been unable to complete the reprint of this 
romance in a second part. The tale of Huon's wife, Esclaramonde, 
and of the treacherous advances made towards her by the Emperor 
of Germany (chapters lxxxvi — clvii), is alone printed here. The 
concluding portions of Lord Berneis' work, relating the wooing and 
marriage of Huon's daughter, Clariet, the repulsive trials to whidi 
Ide, Clariet's daughter, was subjected, and the early fortunes of 
Croisant, Ide's son (chapters clviii — clxxxiv), are reserved for a third 
part For that part I am also preparing glossaries of the proper 
names, places, and obscure words, with appendices on the leading 
differences in the' language of the first and third editions, and on 
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PREFATORY NOTE. 



some of the more curious legends introduced into the story. Lovers 
of fairy lore may find much to interest them in the pages that follow. 
Huon's second journey to the East (pp. 361 et seq.), to obtain succour 
in behalf of his wife and child, involves him in more marvellous 
perils than any he met with in his earlier travels. The descriptions 
of Judas Iscariot (pp. 363-7) and of Cain are singular examples of 
the mediaeval mythology that grew out of scriptural history. The 
account of the last days of Oberon (pp. 597-606) is, like many 
passages in the first part, worthy of notice in future commentaries on 
Shakespeare 's Midsummer Night 1 $ Dream. 

The length of this romance will doubtless deter all but a very few 
students from proceeding very far in its perusal. It must in fairness 
be admitted, too, that the plot works sluggishly, wanting in rapid 
energy, and abounding in detail, which the modern critic will denounce 
as superfluous. But such incidents as those to which I have drawn 
attention effectively relieve the story's prolixity, and the never unme- 
lodious monotony of its language is at times broken, as I have shown 
before, by tones of the purest beauty. It is moreover in its bulk, 
as in all other respects, an excellent representative of the popular 
literature of sixteenth -century England. And let us remember 
that it is not in effect much longer than an ordinary three-volume 
novel of our own day, with which in an historical sense it invites 
comparison. It therefore behoves lovers of the fiction of the present 
age to treat Huon of Bnrdeux, its author, and those sixteenth-century 
readers who could eagerly devour its pages, sympathetically : for the 
judgment that we pass to-day on Lord Bernere* book and its first 
enthusiastic patrons, assuredly awaits three centuries and a half 
hence whatever may survive of the light literature of our own time, 
and ourselves, who reward it with a golden homage. 

I desire to take this, the first opportunity allowed me, of cor- 
recting a misstatement made by Mrs. T. H. Ward in the Athenwnm 
(August 18th, 1883), to disprove an assertion of mine that appeared 
in the same journal five weeks earlier. Mrs. Ward there set among 
her "facts" the remark that "Lord Berners — unless Mr. Lee has 
some quite fresh information, in which case I must plead ignorance — 
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died on March 16th, 1532,* 1 and she proceeded to point out, that as 
I accepted March 10th, 1533, for the date of the completion of an 
important translation of Lord Berners — " the Golden Boke of Marke 
Aurelie " — I made " the translation finished nearly a year after the 
translators death." If Mrs. Ward had done me the honour of turn- 
ing to ray record of the life of Lord Berners in the Introduction to 
Part I, published in January last, she might possibly have avoided 
the frequently repeated error into which she has here fallen. I 
showed there that notices of the death of Lord Berners in Mr. James 
Gairdner's Papers of Henry VIII (vol. vi, nos. 238 and 239) prove 
conclusively that, reckoning the new year, as is the modern custom, 
from the first of January, he died on March 16 th, 1533. The makers 
of hiographical dictionaries have, I know, antedated the event by one 
year in their forgetfulness of the well-known fact that with Lord 
Berners' contemporaries the twenty-fifth day of March was the first 
day of a new year. The mistake is one worth correcting permanently, 
and I hope to be able to do so in the article on Lord Berners that 
I am writing for Mr. Leslie Stephen's new Dictionary of National 
Biography. As for Lord Berners' relations to so-called Euphuism, 
which was the original subject of my brief controversy with Mrs. 
Ward, I am quite ready to admit that Dr. Landmann, in a work 
privately printed at Giessen in 1881, was the first, as Mrs. Ward has 
shown, to call attention to the important influence he exerted in the 
matter; but I do not imagine that Lord Berners' connexion with 
Euphuism is so thoroughly understood in England as to make such 
a re-statement of the facts as I intend to give in an appendix wholly 
a work of supererogation. 



S. L. Lee. 



$6, Brondesbury Villa*, London, N. W. 
December £6', 1883. 
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% Howe kynge Oberon deuysyd with his 
knyghtes in his cyte of Mo/wmure in the 
4 fayrye of the ded** of Huon of Burdeux, & 
of that 1 sholde fall 2 after to hyra. 

Ca. .lxxxvi. 

filfi^l Han kynge Oberon was departyd fro 
8 Mm Un r^jl Burdeux he came to his cyte of Mom- 




Oberon returns to 



Mommur and 
bewails the sad 
fate that is still 



mure. Than 8 he began sore to wepe. 
Than Gloryaunt demaundyd of hym 
why he made that sorow. ' Gloryauns/ 



in store fur Uuon. 



12 quod Oberon, ' it is for the vnhappy Huon / he is alone, 
and I knowe well here after he shalbe betrayed, and 
all for Esclaramonde his wyfe / for though 4 he haue or 6 Esciaramondewm 

cause him much 

this tyme sufferyd greate trauayle and myche trouble suffering. 

16 and pouerte / yet I knowe surely that he shall suffer 
more than euer he dyd, & he shal 6 haue no socoure of 
any man lyuynge ' / 1 why, %ir, qwod Gloryauns, 1 how 
can tliat be 1 / for Huon is a grete lorde, & hath many 

20 frendes, and is the moost hardyest knyght now lyuyng / 
& he is at accorde with kynge Charlemayn, therfore he 
were a greate foole that wolde make hym any warre, & 
do hym any dyspleasure ' / ' well,' qnod Oberon, € god 

24 ayde hym in all his affayres / for or 5 it be longe he shall 
haue myche to do.' Thus Oberon entred in to his ryche 
palays, & sayd agayne, 'A, fre 7 knyght Huon, I know 
well ye shalbe betrayed for the loue of your wyfe, who 

1 which. 2 happen. 8 and there. 4 that. 6 ere. 



• Fol. Ixv. back, col. 1. 
CHARL. ROM. VIII. 



7 deare. 
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is fay re and good, and yf ye take not good hede ye 
shall leue her and your selfe in grete perell of deth / 
and yf ye scape the deth, yet shall you suffer suche 
payne and pouerte that there is no clerke lyuynge so 4 
sage that can put it in wrytynge.' ' Syr/ quod Glory- 
auns / ' me thynke this can not be, seynge the loue that 
is now betwene hym and CharlemayD.' ' Gloryauns/ 
quod Oberon, 'yet I say agayne to 1 you that, or 2 this 8 
yere be passyd, Huon shalbe in such distres, and so 
hardely kept, that yf he had .x. realmes he wolde gyue 
them all to be out of that dauwger that he shalbe in ' / 
than Gloryauns was pensyue, and sayd / 'A, s/r, for 12 
goddes sake neuer leue Huon your frende in suche 
Nor wm oberon daunger / but rather socoure hym' / 'nay, surely,' 

aid him, 

quod Oberon, ' that wyll I not doo / syn 8 I haue pro- 
now that Hum mysyd hym my dygnyte & londe ; he shal not be aydyd 16 
bit crown. nor socouryd by me, for he shalbe closyd in suche a 
plase thai I wolde not go thether for .x. of the best 
cytyes of the worlde.' Now let vs retourne to 1 Huon, 
beynge in his palays at Burdeux. 20 

% How Huon toke homage of his men & 
chastesyd his rebelles, & of .iii. pylgremes, 
by whom myche yll fell 4 after, as ye shall 
here. Ca. .lxxxvii. 24 

Fter that kynge Charlemayn was 
departyd fro Burdeux & that Huon 
was retournyd, he assamblcd all his 
barons, to whom he made good chere, 28 
and there they toke there londe* & 
The lords of fees of hym & made there homage, 

homage to Huon. Than he toke a .M. chosyn knyghtes with hym, & rode 

in his londes & tooke possessyon of townes & castelles, 32 
& was obeyed in euery place except of one Named 
1 vnto. 2 before. 3 seeing. 4 Fol. Ixv. back, col. 2. 
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Angelers, who was cosyn germayne to Amaury, whom Angela™, a 
Huon had slayne before at Parys before themperonr EariAmaary, 
Charlemayn for y e loue of Chariot / this Angelars was 
4 false & a traytoure, & he had a stronge castell with / in 

a 1 .iii, legges of Burdeux / he wolde not holde of Huon reflate Hood's 

authority. 

nor obey hym, tho he was his lege man / whan Huon 
saw that he wolde not holde of hym nor do hym 
8 homage, he was sore dyspleasyd, and made promyse that, 
yf that he mygth gette hym parforce, he wolde surely 
hange hym vp & 2 as many as were in the castell. 3 than 
Huon assaylled y* castell, & they within defendyd Hoon march* to 

take his oaetle. 

12 them 4 valyauntly / so that many were hurt and slayne 
of 5 both partes / Huon was there .viii. dayes & coude 
not wyn y* castell / than Huon ordenyd before the 
place a payre of galowes, & on 6 y* .ix. day he made a which fluu after 

16 freshe assault by suche force 7 that he wan y e castell nin6day ^ ,tog ^ 
& entred parforce. Angelars was taken & .lx. 8 men Angeian and hia 
with hym, & they were al hangyd on y 8 galowes. Than LnThangad.*" 
Huon gaue the castell to 9 one of his knyghtes / 10 than 

20 he departyd & went to the castell of Blay, where as he 
was receyued with gret ioy / and the f ayre Esclaramonde 
was in her 11 palays at Burdeux well acompenyd with 
ladyes & dameselies / & as they were deuysynge to- 

24 gyther, there entred into y 6 palays .iii. pylgremes who Three pilgrims 
ryght humbly salutyd the lady Esclaramonde. ' Syrs,' Eaciaramonde at 
quod y e lady, ' I pray you shew me out of what countre Borde * ux * 
ye are come* / 'dame/ 12 quod one of them, ' know for 

28 trouth that we are come fro Ierusalem, & haue made They say they are 
our offerynge to the holy sepulture, we haue sufferyd the Ho^LandT 
myche pouertie in oure iurnay, wherfore, lady, we 
requyre you humbly for the loue of our lorde Jesu 

32 Cry8t to gyue vs sum meet.' ' Syrs/ quod she, ' ye 
shall haue ynough 1 / & than she cowmaundyd two of 

1 omitted. J Fol. Ixvi. col. 1. 8 with him. 4 seluea. 
* on. 6 vppon. 7 strength. 8 Fortie. 9 mto. 
10 and. 11 the. w Madame. 
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They are well 
entertained, 



but soon set oat 
for Vienna. 



On their way they 
meet Duke Raoul, 
who was 
hawking. 



He is a traitor 



and a mover of 
war. 



He welcomes the 
pilgrims, 



and asks how 
they have Cared. 



her knyghte* to se 1 y e pylgremes eholde haue meet and 
drynke / & so they were set at y* end of the hall, & a 
tahle coueryd for them, & thereon brede & fleshe & 
wyne / they were well serued. Thaw the duches 4 
Esclaramonde went to vysyt them, & demau?idyd where 
they were borne & whether they wolde go. 'Dame/ 2 
quod they, ' we be all .iii borne at Vyene, & thether we 
wolde retourne ' / ' syrs, god be your gyde/ quod the 8 
lady, & she gaue them .x. Florence, wherof they had 
grete ioy & thankyd y e duches. 8 Alas ! that gyft was 
yll imployed, 4 as ye shal here 6 after. They departyd 
& toke ther way, & trauayled so longe that on a twes- 12 
daye 6 they aryued halfe a legge fro Yyene / & ther they 
met duke Raoull, who was goynge a hawkynge / he 
was a grete & puyssaunt lord of londes & seynoryes, & 
hardy in dedes of armes. grete domage 7 it was that he 16 
was such a traytoure, for a more subtylman coude not 
be knowen / for all the dayes of his lyfe he was euer a 
mouer of warre & stryfe & to do treason, without 
hauynge regarde other to kynne or other / god con- 20 
founde hym / for by hym & hys cause Huon sufferyd 
so myche yll that it cannot be recounted. This duke 
Raoull was to mary / thus as he was in the feldes a 
hawkynge, & .xx. knyghtes vrith hym, he met the sayd 24 
thre pylgremes, & anone he knew them. Than he rode 
to them & sayd, ' syrs, ye be welcom home ' / they were 
ioyf ull, whan they saw the duke, there lord, salute them 
so humbly, & for ioy therof they shewed hym such 28 
newes that by y e occasyon therof .xx. M knyghtes lost 
after theyr lyues, & Raoull hymselfe receyued y e deth / 
& Huon had suche trouble that he had neuer none 
suche before, as ye shall here 5 after. Than the duke 32 
sayd to the pylgremes / ' frendes, I pray you shew me 
by what countrees ye haue passyd to com nether.' 
1 that. a Madame. 8 but 4 bestowed. 6 here. 



9 Madame. 8 but 
• Fol. Ixvi. col. 2. 



4 bestowed. 
7 pittie. 
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4 Syr/ quod they, ' we haue passyd by Fraunce, & fyrst 
we were at Burdeux, & there we founde y* duches 
Esclaramounde, wyfe to Huon of Burdeux, of whom ye 
4 haue herd so myche spekynge of. 1 she is so fayre & 
so well fourmyd, 2 so swete, pleasaunt, & gracyous as can 
be deuysyd. she is doughter to the admyrall Gaudys, 
whom Huon hath alayne, & taken her to his wyfe / 
8 grete domage 3 is it thai Huon sholde haue suche a 
wyfe / for she were meter to be wyfe to a pusaunt 
kinge, for who so euer had suche a wyfe to lye by 
myght wel say tlioX there were none lyke her in all y e 

1 2 worlde / wolde to our lorde god, sir / that she were 
your wyfe ' / whan the duke herde that, he chaungyd 
coloure & greatly couertyd the lady in his herte / so 
that he was stryken with 4 such 6 sparke of that for the 6 

16 byrnynge loue that he had to the lady Esclaramonde, 6 
he promysed & sware that he wolde haue her, who so 
euer sayd the contrary, & sayd ho we 7 he wolde slee 
Huon, & than haue Esclaramonde to his wyfe. Thus 

20 duke Raoull sware the deth of Huon / 8 than he departyd 
fro the pylgremes. yll was employed 9 the almes that 
Esclaramonde had gyuen them. 



They tell him how 
Esclaramonde 
received them at 
Bordeaux, 
and how fair 
aheie, 



and how worthy 
to be the wife of a 
greater prince 
than Huon— even 
of Raool himself. 



The Duke i 
tliat he will wed 
Esclaramonde. 



% How duke Raoull of Austrych, by the 
24 reporte of the pylgremes, was amourous of 
the fayre Esclaramonde / and of the tornay 
that was cryed, 10 to thpntent to haue slayne 
Huon. Capitulo .lxxxviii. 

1 for. 2 fauoured. 8 pittie. 
* Fol. Ixvi. back, col. 1. *- 6 violent and. fl a& 
T that 8 and. 9 bestowed. 10 proclaimed. 
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DakeRaoul 
announce* hia 
intention to rUlt 
hit ancle the 
Emperor of 
Almayne, 
end eecretly 
reeolvee to hold e 
greet tournament, 
to which Hnon le 
to be induced to 
come to meet hie 




A messenger la 
eent to the 
Emperor aeking 
him to arrange 
the tournament at 
Mayence, 



and he doe* a* he 
la requested. 



Raool assembles 
hia baron* and 



•wear to compass 

the death of 
Hoon, 



Hub duke Raoull retournyd to the cyte 
of Vyen ryght pensyue, and sent for 
his preuey counsell, & than he com- 
maundyd them to assamble as myche 1 4 
people as they coude, by cause he 
sayde that he wolde goo to his vncle 
themperour of Almayne / to whom he sent a secret 
message that he shold cause the tournay to be cryed* in 8 
sum conuenyent place, to thentent that the knyghtes 
of Almayne and of other coun trees sholde assemble 
there. The false traytoure dyd it for a craft, .to then- 
tent that Huon by his prowes and hardenes sholde 12 
come to that tournay. The messenger rode forth tyll 8 
he came to Strabrouge, where as he founde themperour, 
who was vncle to Raoull, for he was themperours bro- 
thers sonne / whan themperour herde the message he 16 
was ioyfull / 4 whan he herd those 4 newes fro his 
neuewe duke Raoull, whom he loued entyerly / and to 
do hym pleasure he sent to all londes vnder his obey- 
saunce, to all knyghtes and 6 squyers suche as of custome 20 
were wont to iust and tournay, desyrynge them to come 
at a day assygnyd to the cyte of Mayence, for there he 
wolde kepe open courte. 6 themperour knewe not for 
what entent his neuew Raoull had deuysyd that 24 
tournay. Alas ! he dyd it 7 to fynde 8 place to alee Huon, 
to thentent to haue his wyfe Esclaramonde. Than 
duke Raoull on a day assembled his barons, specyally 
suche as he had parfyte trust in / he shewed them at 28 
length 9 y* cause why he had assembled all that 8 people / 
to go to the tournay. * Therf ore, syrs, 10 I wyll that ye 
sware to me the deth of Huon of Burdeux / for I wyll 
that ye & I togyther 11 put 12 to our payne u to alee hym / 32 

1 many. 1 proclaimed. 8 vntill. 
and not a litUe pleased to heare such. 
* Fol lxvi. back, col 2. 8 Now. * but. 8 the. 
0 large. 10 quoth he. u omitted. 
ij-u a n our vttermost 
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& than I wyll wed his wyf e, of whom I am so amour- and to aid him in 

his quest of 

ous that I can not slepe nor take any rest / y e same Esdaramonde. 
tyme that they thus made promyse & sware y* deth of^ 
4 Huon, There was amonge them a varlet with duke One of the Duke's 

servants had of 

Raoull who in his yougth had serued Huon of Burdeux / old served Huon, 
and 1 whan he vnderstode 2 yf Huon came to the tournay, 
ho we 3 he sholde be murderyd / as preuely as he coude / 
8 he departyd fro Vyene, & neuer restyd tyll 4 he came to and goes to 
the cite of Burdeux, where as he founde duke Huon in him of the plot 
his palays with his lordes, who had been 6 aduertesyd ftg * tort hi * Ufe * 
that there sholde be 6 a great tournay at Mayence in 
12 Almayne / and he deuysyd with his lordes 7 to go Huon 

A contemplates 

thether. The same tyme the ther came 8 the varlet, 8 who 9 Roin* to Mayence 
humbly salutyd duke Huon, who sayd to hym, 'frend, arrives, 
where hast thou ben so longe ? ' ' Syr/ quod the varlet, 
16 ' I come now fro Viene in Austrych, and 10 duke Raoull 
who is lorde there 11 hathe cryed 12 a tournay in euery 
countre, and, 13 syr, yf ye go thether ye shalbe slayne / and rereau the 

. danger which 

for thys tournay is deuysyd for none other entent / for 14 threatens his old 

master. 

20 by cause it is 15 well knowen that there can be no hye 
dedes of armes done in any place / but that ye wyll 
be 16 at it. and whan they haue slayne you y e duke 
Raoull wyll haue 17 the duches your wyfe in mariage; 

24 therfore, syr, for goddes sake aduyse you well that ye 
come not there, in as moch as ye loue your lyfe / for ye 
can not scape / there be a .xx. M men that hath 
sworne your deth ; 18 yf ye enter in to the tornay ye can 

28 neuer scape the deth / and I haue herde duke Raoull 
swere that when he hath slayne you he wyll kepe all 
your londes.' When duke Huon hadde herd the 
verlet / he sware by god and made 19 promyse that Huon swears to 

make Raoul 

32 duke Raoull sholde derely by his fals treason. Then own ni» treachery. 

1 now. 2 that. 8 there. * vntill. 6 before. 
6 held. T how. 8-8 after time. 9 and. 10 where. 
n of. 12 proolaymed. 13 but. 14 omitted. 16 too. 
18 present. 17 Fol. bmi. col. 1. 18 therefore. 
w a solemn. 
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tlie duches Esclaramonde kneled downe before Huon & 
SMUnmond« sayd, tl A, syr, 1 I desyre you to forbere your goynge 
not to go from thyther at this tyme / for I haue herd often reputed 2 
BonW - that this duke Raoull is pusant & hath grate londes, & s 4 
is nephew to themperour of Almayne / and also I haue 
herde saye that a falser traytoure there is none lyuynge 
in this worlde.' 'Dame/ 4 quod Huon, 'I haue well 
But Huon i» deaf herd you / but by j* lorde that fourmed me to his 8 
and declares he ymage, thoughe I sholde lose halfe my londes I wyll go 6 
onot to *Uj the se y e traytoure / what weneth 6 he to abasshe me with 
trattOT * his thretnynges 1 / yf I may mete hym in 7 the tornay, 

or in ony other place where so euer it be, though he 12 
had with him .x. M men of armes, and that I had but 
alonely my swerde in my hande, I shall sie him what 
so euer sholde fall therof, and let oure lorde god do 
with me as it shall please hym; 8 nor 8 I shall neuer 16 
haue ioye at my herte tyll I haue slayne hym.' When 
the duches herde Huon, how he wolde do none other 
wyse, & that she coulde not let him of his enterpryce, 
she was sorowfull, and sayde, ' Syr, syn 9 it is your plea- 20 
sure / reason it is that I muste be content / but yet, 
Eaciaramonde syr, I desyre you to take with you .x.M. men well 
many armed men army d, to thentent that ye be not f ounde vnprouyded, 
with him, gQ ^hat yf ye be assayled 10 ye may be of 11 pusaunce to 24 

resyste your enemyes / & also 8 that it 12 may be youre 
and oflere to go pleasure that I may 12 so with you : & I wyll 13 be armed 

with him herself. 

with 14 shelde 8 & helme 8 & swerde by my syde, & yf I 
may mete duke Raoul, I shall gyue hym suche a buffet 28 
that 1 shall stryke hym from his horse, & 15 I am so 
dyspleased with hym that there is no membre 16 in me 
but that trembleth for angre / 17 I shall neuer haue ioye 
at my herte tyll I be reuenged of hym.' When Huon 32 

i-i Deare Lord. 1 repeated. 8 besides. 
4 Madame. • to. 6 thinketh. T at *-« omitted. 

9 seeiDg. w yet. u sufficient. 
11-12 will please you to suffer me to. 18 Fol. lxvii. col. 2. 
i* my. i* for. 16 ioynt. " and. 
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herde the duches his wyfe he was wel comforted, & 
began to laugh, & sayde, ' fay re ladye, I can 1 you grete 
thanke for your wordes, but ye are to farre gone with Haon tens her 

that her health 

4 chyld to ryde armed ; it is a seuen monethes past syn wm not miiow 
ye were fyrst with chylde ' / then Huon made to be company. 
cryed 2 in all his londes that euery man sholde be redy Proclamation ia 

made throaghoat 

to go with hym to the tornay at Mayence. The dukes Bordeaux bidding 
8 en tent was anone knowen through 3 all the countre, so aocon^ny Haon 
that it 4 spred a brode that 6 the brute therof came to the *° M * yeno ^ 
herynge of duke Raoull / and, when he herd that Huon Raoui hear* of 
wold come to the tornay, he was 6 ioyfull therof / then 

12 he sware that he wolde go and se Esclaramonde in the 

guyse of a pylgreme / 7 then he toke 8 on a beggers gar- and diagniaing 
ment and 9 a staffe & a wallet / he shewed his entent to piSrim, decree to 
them of his preuey counsel! they wold haue stopped Eadaramonda. 

16 his goynge, but they coude not / thus he appareled him 
selfe lyke a begger / and with an herbe rubbed so 10 his 
face and handes that suche as hadde not sene hym 11 
apparelled coulde not haue knowen hym, he was so 

20 foule and blacke. 12 he desyred his men to kepe secret 

his enterpryce. Then he departyd fro Vyen, & neuer He leavea Vienna 
rested tyll he came to the cyte of Burdeux, and so wente BordeaaxT ** 
to 13 the palays & 14 founde Huon amonge his barons, He tees Huon 

24 makynge grete chere and feest, for to 13 hym was come amonghi,b * n>ns » 
dyuers lordes and knyghtes, deuysynge of the tornay 
that shold be holden at Mayence. Thus Raoull came 
before Huon, & desyred hym for the honoure of our 

28 lorde god to gyue hym some mete & almes. ' Frende,' and bege for 
quod Huon, 1 thou shalt haue ynough / but I pray the 
tell me 15 fro whens thou comest, and whyther thou wylt 
go, & of what countre thou arte of * 6 / ' sir,' quod Raoul, 

32 ' I am 16 borne of the countre of Berry, but it is .xx. yere 

1 giue. 1 proclaimed. 3 out 4 being. 6 omitted. 
8 not a little. 7 and. 8 putte. 9 tooke. 10 on. 
u otherwise. 12 then. 13 vnto. 14 where he. 
16 Fol. lxvii. back, col. 1. u was. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. lxxxlx. 



He tells a lying 
story of his 
pilgrimage and 
previous life. 



Haon receives 
him kindly. 



passed syn I was there, when I departed thens I was 
but yonge, for yf I sawe 1 nowe before me 1 my father 
or mother, I shold not know them ; &, syr, I come fro 
beyonde y e see, where as I haue ben prysoner amonge 4 
y e sarazyns y* space of .xiiii. yeres in a stronge castell, 
where I haue suffred moche dysease of hungre & colde, 
& at 2 last I scaped by reason of a yonge man to whome 
I promy8ed, 3 yf he coude brynge me to Acre in saue 8 
garde, that I wolde the?& gyue hym twenty ducates of 
golde / the yong man was couetous to haue the money, 
and founde the meanes that he brought me to Acre, 
where as I founde a kynnesman of myn who payed the 12 
yonge man 4 that I 6 promysyd 6 hym / and also he gaue 
me .xv. ducates, the whiche I haue spent with corny ng 
hyther.' ' Fronde/ quod Huon, 4 1 praye to 6 god to 
ayde the, for yf thou were not soo yli apparelled thou 16 
sholdest seme a man of a hye lygnage / for it semeth to 
me, yf thou were wel armyd and wepened, and were in 
some bysenes, thou were lyke ynough to be fered.' 



Raonl In his 
disguise dines 
with Haon and 
Eeclaramonde. 



% How after that duke Raoull had ben at 20 
Burdeux in the guyse of a pylgreme to se 
the fayre lady Esclaramonde, he retournyd 
agayne to Vyen. Capitulo .lxxxix. 

► Fter that Huon had longe deuysed 24 
'with Eaoull / he wasshed & sate 
downe to dyner, & the duches his wyfe 
by him / then Huon commaunded that 
at the ende of the table, ryght before 28 
iiia table, Raoull the pylgreme to be 
set, & 7 was well serued / but Eaoull hadde lytell care 
other of mete 8 or drynke, for his thought was of another 

after mother. 2 the. 8 that. 
* the money the which I had. 6 had. e vnto. 
7 there he. 8 Fol. lxvii. back, col. 2. 
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mater wherupon he sore studyed / for before him he 
saw the noble duches Esclaramonde, of whom he was 
so amourous that he coude not withdraw his eyen fro 

4 her / for the more he beheld her the more he was His love for the 
enbrased with 1 loue / he thought he neuer sawe before apace?* 7 gr ° W " 
soo fayre a lady in all his lyfe / so that for the grete 
beaute that was in her / he chaunged often tymes his 

8 colours, but it coude not be percoyued by cause he was 
so blacke & foule with rubbyng of certeyn herbes / & 
he sayd to 2 him selfe / that who so euer had suche a 
lady to his wyfe myght wel make auauwt to be the 
12 happyest maw of y* worlde, 8 that myght 4 haue his 

pastyme with so fayre a lady / & sayd, 6 by the lorde «nd he swear* to 

•lay Huon and 

that fourmed him / though he sholde be dampned in make her his own 
hell for euer / he wold slee Huow & haue his wyfe in 

16 maryage, & all Huons londes to be his for euer. Alas, 
that it had not pleased our lord god that at that* houre 
Huon might haue knowen the treason of Kaoull / he 
sholde then haue bought it ful derely. When y e 

20 traytour had eten and made good chere / Huon gaue Huon, however, 
hym 7 gowne / shyrte / hosen & shoes / & money for dotmngand 
his dyspence / Raoull toke it, he durst not refuse it, money * 
but thanked Huon / & so toke his leue & departed, he 

24 durst no lenger tary for fere of knowlege / & as soone 
as he coude he departed out of the towne / of his 
iourneys I wyll make no longe rehersall / but he 
laboured so longe that he aryued at Vien : then he andhejonmeys 

back to Vienna. 

28 went to his palays, where as he was well receyued of 
his lordes / & they laughed when they sawe hym in 
that apparell / then wtt/iin a whyle after he made hym 
redy, & his men, who were a grete nombre, & so soon afterwards 

32 departyd fro Vyen, & toke the way to Mayence. f or Mayenoe. 
When his vncle, the emperoure of almayne, was aduer- 
tysed of his comynge / he wente & met hym without 

1 her. a within. 8 euen he. * but 6 swore. 
• this. t a. 
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[Ca. XC 



His ancle, the 
Kmperor of 
Germany, 
welcomes him 
warmly. 



A tournament is 
arranged. 



y* towne to do hym the more honour, & when he saw 
hym he was ioyefull, & kyssed hym & sayd, 'fayre 
nephew, I am glad of your 1 comynge ; I haue longe 
desyred to se you.' y* good emperour knew nothynge 4 
of y* treason that his nephew had purchased agaynst 
Huon of Burdeux / for yf he had knowen it / to haue 
dyed in the quarel he wolde neuer haue consented to 
that treason, thus hande in hande themperour & his 8 
nephew Raoull entred with grete ioye in to y* cyte 
of Mayence, where as they were hyghly receyued / 
grete ioy was made at theyr comynge ; moch people 
were in the towne, come thyder to iust & tourney, and 12 
many other to beholde the tryumphe. Now let vs 
speke of Huon of Burdeux. 



Hnon leaves 
Bordeaux for the 
tournament at 
Mayence. 



He is strongly 
guarded at his 
departure, 



but he leaves his 
companions at 
Cologne, and 




% How duke Huon toke leue of the duches 
his wyfe, & how he aryued at Mayence & 16 
went to the palays. Capitulo .lxxxx. 

*Hen Huon saw his tyme to departe fro 
] .urdeux to go to y* turney to 2 Mayence, 
ho made redy his trayn, & toke wttA 20 
him .x.M. men of armes for the garde 
of his parson of 8 the best horse men in 
all his countre / then he toke his leue of y e fayre Esclara- 
monde his wyfe, who began sore to wepe when she saw 24 
his departure / ryght swetly they kyssed togyther at 
theyr departyng / then he toke his hors & he & his 
company departed fro Burdeux / & rested not tyll 4 he 
cam to Coleyn on y* ryne, ther he taryed .ii. dayes to 28 
refresshe him, & on 5 y* .iii. day he armed him 6 & 
called his company before him, & said, ' syrs, I wyl 
take leue of you al, for none of you shal go vrith me. be 
nothinge abasshed / for he that alwayes hath saued me 32 



1 Fol. lxviii. col. 1. 

* vntill. 



8 at. 
6 vpon. 



8 Fol. lxviii. col. 2. 
8 selfe. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Ca. XC.] HOW HUON JOURNEYS TO HATBNOB. 



285 



out of all perelles wyll not forsake me at this tyme ' / 
when his men herde him they had grete meruayle / 
that he wolde take his vyage alone, & he said to 1 them, 
4 ' syrs, haue no doute of me that 2 I shal 8 dye tyll 4 myn 
houre he come 1 / they of Coleyn enquyred nothynge of 
theyr estate, for as then there was no war re, & they Hoon'g men-»t- 

axms msirsl at 

byleued that they wolde go to the tourney / when his his mow*. 
8 lordes saw he wold 6 go alone, 6 they were sory that he 
wold go to the tourney alone, and sayd one to another, 
' we fere gretly he shall neuer returne agayne / & we 
shall neuer haue suche another mayster agayne ' / 1 syrs,' 
12 quod Huon, 'ye shall not nede to take ony sorowe 
for me / for certaynly I knowe well yf ony peryllous 
besynes sholde come to me, that I shold be ayded by Boon pats vain 

trust in king 

kyng Oberon ' / but he neded not to haue sayd so, for oberon. 

16 when kyng Oberon departed fro him, he bad him not 
to trust vpon ony ayde fro him, & therfore Huon was a 
fole, & yll aduysed to truste theron, or to vndertake so 
peryllous an enterpryce as he dyde, wherby he was in 

20 grete peryll of dethe, as ye shall here 6 after. 

U When Huon was redy he lepte on 7 his horse 
without ony styrrop, clene armed as he was, & after 
stretched him so in his styrropes that y* lethers 

24 streyned out thre fyngers ; he was apusaunte knyght, 
armed or vnarmed, & gretly to be fered / he toke leue 
of his men & left them wepynge in y e8 cite of Coleyn / 
then he rode towardes y e cite 9 of Mayence; 10 so longe Thsimignt rides 

28 he rode that he had a syght of the cyte, & then he sawe ° n to Mayence * 
aboute in the medow many tentes & ryche pauylyons, 
pyght vp with pomelles of fyne golde shynyng agaynst 
the sonne / Huon behelde them well, & so passed forth 

32 & entred in to the cite, where as he sawe euery strete full 
of knyghtes & squyers abydynge 11 y* daye of 12 turney 

1 vnto. 2 for. 8 not. 4 vntill. thus depart. 

e here. T vpon. 8 that • Fol. lxviii. back, col 1. 
10 and. 11 there vntill. « the. 
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and arrives at the 
palace where the 
Emperor and hie 
nephew are 
staying. 



Duke Raoul, he 
learns, is looking 
forward to 
marrying some 
great lady. 



Huon knows of 
his design on his 
wife. 



and enters the 
bail of the 



Huon passed forth tyl 1 he came to j* palays, where as 
he fouttde themperour & his nephew raoul, whom Huon 
loued hut lytel, as he shewyd wel shortly after, as ye 
shal here / when Huon was come before the palays he 4 
sawe themperour & Raoull his nephew goynge vp y* 
stayres, then Huon met with a gret almayn, & sayd to 
him, ' frende, I pray thee shew me what be yonder 
two prynces that goth vp y* stayres, & that so moch 8 
honour is done to them. 9 / ' sir, 9 quod he, ' y* fyrst is 
themperour, & he that foloweth is his nephew, duke 
Raoull / he was sone to themperours brother / the turney 
that shall be made is done for the loue of him, & at his 12 
request, & after the tourney he thynketh to mary a 
grete lady, whose name shall not be knowen tyll the 
turney be done ' / when Huon herde that he blusshed in 
the face for the gret yre theX he was in, for he knew 16 
wel that Raoull, if he coude fynde y* meanes, 2 he wyll 2 
haue fro him his wyfe the fayre Esclaramonde / but 
he promy8ed in his mynde that fyrst he sholde derely 
by her / 4 frende/ quod Huon, 'I desyre you 8 do so 20 
moche for me as to holde my horse tyl 1 I returne 
agayne out of the hal, & that I haue spoken with y* 
emperour & with his lordes / ' syr,' quod the squyer 
with a good wyll, ' I shall here holde your hors tyll 1 ye 24 
come ' / now god ayde Huon, for or* he myght retourne 
he was in grete peryll of deth, as ye shall here. 



% How Huon slew duke Raoul in the 
presence of themperour syttyng at his 28 
table / and of the meruayles 6 that he dyd, 
& how in the chase that was made after 
him he strake downe themperour and wanne 
his good horse. Capitulo lxxxxi. 32 

1 vntill. 3 would. 8 to. 4 ere. 
6 Fol. Ixviii. back, col. 2. 
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Uon, who was full of yre & dys- 
pleawre, went vp in to the palays & 
came in to y e hall, where as he founde 
moche 1 peple; there was themperour, 
who had 2 wasshed his hande*, & 
was set at the table / Hnon preased 
forth before the table with his swerde in his hande, & 
8 sayd, ' noble emperoure, I coniure the by y* grete vertu Huon iay» his 

A * "* * case before 

deuyne, & by your 8 parte of paradyce, & 4 that your the Emperor, 

although he omits 

soule 5 to be da/wpned yf case be that ye say not the ail names, 
trouth & gyue trewe iugemewt with out falshode, nor 

12 to spare to say the trouth for no man lyuynge, though 
he be your nere 6 parent 9 / 1 frende/ quod themperour, 
'say your pleasure, & I shall answere you* / 'sir/ 
quod Huon, 'yf ye had 7 weddyd a lady, & loue her 

1 6 derely, & that she be f ayre / good / swete / & sage / & 
replete with all good vertues / & that ye knowe surely 
that she loueth you entyrely as a good true wyfe ought 
to loue her lord & husbo?*de, & the?* a traytoure 

20 pryuely to purchase your dethe for loue of your wyfe / 
& yf by aduenture after ye fynde him in y* felde / 
or in towne, medowe / or wood / in palays / or in hall, 
& that ye myght accomplysshe your thought & your 

24 desyre agaynst the same tray tour who dyd purchase 
the sayd treason agaynst you / I demauwde then of you 
yf ye wolde slee him or not?' / 1 frende/ quod The Emperor 
themperour, ' ye haue coniured me ; I shall answere you traitor pursuing 

28 to the trouthe / not for y e valewe of x cytes I wyll not \ovll**nd\* m ]S 
lye / 8 knowe for trouth yf I had a wyfe, such 9 one as hwhu»talld> 
ye speke of / adorned with such fayre vertues, 10 wherof whwes^ver^e 1 
there be many suche / how be it, yf I had suche one as nMy 1)6 found * 

32 ye resyte, & that I knewe surely that she loued me 
enterly / then 11 yf I knewe any man lyuynge that wolde 

1 many. 1 newly. 3 hopefull. 4 or. 6 is. 
9 neerest 7 haue. 8 therefore. 9 a. 10 and. 
11 Fol. Ixviii. col. 1 (this should be Ixix, lxviii repeated). 
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purchase me suche a treason / thoughe he were my nere 
parent, yf I myght fynde him, in what soeuer place it 
were l in\ and though I shold be slayne in the quarell, 
there shold nother 2 chyrche, 3 aultre, *nor crucyfyx 1 4 
that sholde saue his lyfe / but that with my two handes 
I shold slee him ; and also my herte sholde serue me 
further / that after I hadde slayne hym / I wolde 
drawe out his herte out of his body, and ete it for 8 
dyspyte.' When Huon herde the emperour, he sayd / 
'o, ryght noble and vertuous emperoure / iust and 
trewe iugement ye haue gyuen / the which I repeale 
not / but I shall shewe you what hath moued me to 1 2 
demaunde of you this iugement / yf suche a case sholde 
a 4 fallen to 6 you / and, syr, to y e entent that ye shall 
know y e trouth what hath me moued thus to do / 1 syr, 1 
Huon then ye may se here before you he that wolde do 6 lyke case 16 
working evil agaynst me, which is your neuewe Raoul / who hath 
utTwife, 111111 * nd purchased my deth lyke a cruell and a false tray toure, 
to the entent to haue Esclaramonde my wyfe, and all 
myne herytages / the iugement that ye haue gyuen is 20 
iust and trewe / ye shall neuer be blamed in any 
courte / but ye shall therin be named a noble prynce / 
and therfore, syr, 7 1 haue founde 7 so nere me 1 he 1 that 
purchaseth 8 my dethe & shame / I sholde neuer be 24 
worthy to appere in any prynces courte without I were 
reuenged of hym / and I had rather dye then to forbere 
and drawing his him any lcnger ' J ther with he drew his swerde / 9 when 
Baoni'a head. Raoull sawe the clerenes of the swerde he was a frayde, 28 
bycause he was vnarmed / how be it, he thought that 
Huon wolde not haue ben so hardy as to do hym any 
hurte in the presence of his vncle the emperoure ; but 
when he sawe that Huon dyde lyft vp his swerde to 32 
stryke hym, he was in greate fere, and fledde to the 
Emperoure to saue his lyfe / but Huon parceyued hym 

omitted. 2 be. 8 nor. 4 haue. 6 vnto. 
8 in. 7-7 hauing found him. 8 for. 9 and. 
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so quyc 1 kely that he strake hym with a reuerse 2 in 
euche wyse that he strake of his heed from his sholders, 
and the body fell downe before the Emperoure / and 

4 the heed fell on 8 the table in the dysshe before the 
Emperoure, wherof he hadde great doloure / ' god gyue 
me good lucke/ quod Huon ; ' this traytoure shall neuer 
be amourou8 of my wyfe, 4 I am sure ynough of hym.' 

8 The emperoure, who satte at the table, hadde grete The Emperor is 
8orowe at his herte when he sawe his neuewe deed e^^ nephew * 
before hym / then he cryed alowde and sayde, ' Syra, tMn ' 
ye my barons, loke that this knyght scape you not ; I and bide hie 

guards seize 

12 shall neuer ete nor drynke tyll 5 I se hym hanged. I Huon. 
sholde haue greate sorowe at my herte yf he sholde 
escape.' 

Huon vnderstode him wel, and fered hym but lytell / 

16 but with his swerde he layde on rounde aboute hym Huon it furious, 
and strake of armes, handes, and legges, so that there eight ot\ the men^ 
was none so hardy that durst approche nere to hym ; he wm.^ hand * ° n 
slewe so many that it was ferefull to beholde hym / 

20 within a shorte space he hadde slayne mo then eyght 
and twenty / and the emperoure was in suche fere that 
he wyst not how to saue himselfe for the grete 
meruayles that he sawe Huon doo / he douted bycause 

24 he was vnarmed / and Huon cryed & sayd, ' tray tours, 
I doute you nothynge.' then on all party es Almayns 
& Bauyers assay led Huon / but he defended hym 6 by 
suche force and puyssaunce, that by the murder that 

28 he made the bloode ranne vpon y* pauement lyke a 

ryuer / Huon might haue taryed to longe, for the After much 

bloodshed, Huon 

emperoure and his men wente and armed theym / and makes his escape. 
Huon, who sawe well that he coulde not longe endure 
32 without 7 paryll of dethe / strykynge with his swerde 
rounde aboute hym / he withdraws backe downe the 
stayres of the palayes, and none durst approche nere 

i Fol. Ixviii. col. 2. 2 stroke. 3 vpon. 4 for now. 
6 vntill. 6 himself. 7 great 
CHARL. ROM. VIII. U 
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A cousin of 
Raonl challenges 
him on leaving 
the palace. 



They fight 
together fiercely. 



bat the German 
falls from his 
saddle, and is 
killed. 



Huon Is beset on 
all sides. 



and does marvels 
with his sword. 



him by cause they were vnarmed, and for feere of him. 
Huon, by his hye prowes for al his 1 enemyes, came to 2 
his horse and mountyd on 8 hym, and so yssued out / 
and there was a knyght called Galeram, who was cosyn 4 
germayn to duke Raoul, and he was clene armed and 
mounted on a good horse / and he folowed Huon, and 
sayde, <4 horeson and thefe, 4 thou hast slayn duke 
Kaoull, my cosyn ; without thou tourne to 2 me I shall 8 
stryke the behynde.' When Huon herde hym he sware 
he had rather dye then to refuse too tourne too 2 hym / 
soo 5 he tourned, and they couched theyr speres / and 
mette so fyersly togider that they gaue eche other 12 
meruaylous 6 strokes / Galerames spere brake all to 
peces / and Huon, who had employed all his force and 
vertu, strake Galeram on 3 the shelde with his spere / 
the whiche was bygge and stronge / soo that Galeram 16 
fell out of the 7 sadle so rudely that in the fall he brake 
his necke, and so lay deed on 8 the erth ; & Huon, who 
thought he had not ben deed, returned agayne to hym / 
but when he sawe that he stered not / he departed 20 
thense / but he taryed very longe / for he sawe well 
he was closed in rounde aboute, and sawe wel without 
god had pyte of hym he was not lyke to scape without 
deth or taken prysoner / they cast on hym dartes and 24 
swerdes ; one with a sharpe swerde cam to 2 hym and 
gaue hym a grete stroke / but his 8 harneys 8 saued his 
lyfe, for all the strokes that he 9 receyued he neuer 
remoued out of his sadell. Whan Huon saw in what 28 
dauflger he was in 10 / he called vpon oure 11 lorde god, 
humbly prayenge hym to delyuer hym out of that 
paryll / with his swerde he dyde meruayles / he slewe 
and claue hedes to the brayne ; 12 he semed rather a 32 



1 Fol. Ixviii. back, col. 1. 2 vnto. 
Abide, Villaine. 6 then. 0 great. 
*— 8 good armour. 9 bad. 10 omitted, 
11 the. w that. 



3 vpon. 
* bis. 
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spyryte of hell then a ma/i, for he that had sene hym 
wolde haue sayde that he had hen noo mortall man / he 
sawe passe hy hym a knyght of Almayne / called syr 
4 Hans Sperguer / as he passed hy / Huon gaue hym 
suche a stroke that he claue hym 1 to the gyrdell, wherof 
the Almaynes were so ahasshed that none durst 
approche nere to hym, they fered him so 2 sore. Alas 
8 that his men at Coleyne had not knowe?i what case he 
was in / they were to 3 far re of / Huon, who fared lyke He attacks hia 
a wylde hoore ; he layde on rounde ahoute hym so that wud boar, 
his swerde was all hloody of y* men that he had slayne 

12 and maymed / they cast dartes at him, so that at last 

his horse was slayne vnder hym, wher of he was sorow- but his home . 
full ; how he it, lyke a coragyous knyght, with his him. 
swerde he 4 foughte valyauntly with his enemyes / 6 he 

16 sawe where the erle of Seyne com to hym to haue 
stryken hym with his swerde, hut Huon mette with 2 
hym so hastly that he had no layser to stryke hym, 
and Huon gaue hym suche a stroke that his helme 

20 coulde not saue his lyfe / for Huons swerde entred in 
to his hrayne, and so fell downe deed amonge the horse 
fete / Huon, who was quycke and experte, toke the deed He toon obuina 
knyghtes horse and lept vpow hym / and when he sawe 

24 that he was new horsed agayne he was ioyfull, and 

then he was able to departe in the spyte of all 2 his and ridet away, 
enemies / but themperour, who had gret sorow at his 
herte for the deth of his neuew Raoull, made grete 

28 haste after Huon with .x. thousande men with hym, The Emperor 

pursues with ten 

and so came fro Mayence 6 on the sporres, desyryng to thousand men, 

ouertake Huon / and so rode on before his men, for his 

horse was so good that he wold rynne as fast as a and follows as 

fast as a bird 

32 byrde coude nye / in al y e world there was no horse flies, 
lyke to 2 hym / the emperoure on this horse folowed 
Huon / & as he rode he sawe all the waye deed men lye 



1 Fol. Ixviii. back, col. 2. ' omitted. 3 
* still. 6 and. 6 all. 
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Huon i« that Huon had slayne / he sporred his horse that anone 

he oner toke Huon, and sayd / ' thou tray toure, tourne 
and the Emperor thy shelde towardes me, or elles my spere shall go 

vows hie death. 

through thy body, for y e sorowe that lyeth at my herte 4 
for loue of my neuewe, whom thou hast slayne, con- 
strayneth me to make hast to be reuenged 1 vpon 2 thee, 
nor I shal neuer haue ioy at my hert tyl 8 I haue slayne 
the / moche it greueth me that I am constrayned to 8 
slee the with my spere, for I had rather hange the.' 
When Huon herde themperour, who was so nere hym, 
and saw howe he was mounted on so good a horse / he 
called vpon our lorde god, and desyred hym of hys 12 
grace to ayde hym to conquere that horse / and when 
he sawe that the emperour was farre before his men / 
The knight tame he tourned his horse heed towardes the emperoure, 
enemy, and couched his spere / and the emperour came agaynst 16 

^ hym lyke the tempest / and they mette togyder so 
rudely that theyr sheldes 4 were persed, so that the 
emperours spere brake all to shyuers / and Huons spere, 
which 5 was 6 rude and stronge, 7 strake the emperour 20 
The Emperor is with suche puyssauwce that he was stryke/i fro his 
horse to the erth sore astonyed, so that he wyst not 
where he was / and Huon, who had greate desyre to 
haue the emperours horse, alyghtyd quyckely fro his 24 
and Huon, seizing owne horse, and toke the emperours horse and niouwted 
takes to flight.' on hym, and was therof ryght ioyous / then he sayde 
to hymselfe that he douted not them all / he strake the 
good horse with the sporres, and founde hym quycke 28 
and lyght vnder hym / then he lefte the emperoure 
lyenge on the erth, and 8 was not 9 contente that he was 
The Germans 800 soone socoured / for yf the Almaynes hadde not 
sovereign like to quyckely come Huon had slayne him / 10 when the 32 



die, 



Almayns cam to theyr lord, and fouwde hym lyeng on 

1 Fol. Ixix. col. 1. 8 of. 8 vntill. 4 speares. 

6 omitted, 8 so. 7 that he. 8 who. 
9 a little. 10 but. 
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the erth, they heleued 1 he had ben deed / they began 

to make grete sorow, and the emperour, who was come but be retire*, 

agayne to hym selfe, sayde / 4 syrs, thanked be god I 

4 fele no hurte but I maye well ryde / but I haue grete 
sorowe at my herte that Huon hath thus ledde awaye and grier* for 
my good horse, and is scaped awaye, and also hathe bone, 
slayne my two neuewes / but, syrs, I counsell you 

8 that none folowe hym, for it shall be but a loste *tyme 
for the good horse that is vnder hym, and he that is on 
hym is 3 valyaunt in armes / 4 he is gretely to be douted / 
therfore I counsell let vs retourne backe agayne / for 
12 we may lose more then we shall wynne / but by the The Emperor 

declares that 

grace of god, or 5 it be thre monethes past, I shall within three 
assemble suche a nombre of men that the valays and win be in his 
mountaynes shall be full of men / then wyll I goo to 
16 the cyte of Burdeux, and wyll not departe thens tyll I 
haue wonne it, and yf I may gette Huon I shall make 
hym dye of an yll 6 deth, & shall take and wast all 
his londes.' 



20 How Huon, after 7 he was mounted on 8 the 
emperours good horse, he aryued at Coleyne, 
where as 9 he founde his men, and how he 
departyd thense / and of the emperoure 

24 who lay 10 i» a busshement 10 in a wode, 
abydynge 11 to haue slayne Huon. 

Capitulo .lxxxii. [= xcii.] 

i verily. * Fol. Uix. col. 2. 3 bo. * that 
* ere. • euill. * that » vpon. 9 omitted. 
10-10 enambuahed u there. 
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Has as ye haue herde, Iluon departed 
with y e emperours good horse and lefte 
the emperour lyenge on the erth, who 
co?7imaunded his barons to return e 4 
hacke & not to folowe Huorc any 
further / ther with there cam to the 



emperour a knyght called Godun, he was borne at 
a knight proposes Norembrege, & he sayde / ' syr, yf ye wyll beleue me 8 

that an ambush _ 

shall be prepared & do after my counsell ye shall do otherwyse / ye shall 
near cologne, retourne to Mayence this night & ordayne foure C 1 of 
suche men as ye haue here / & sende them with in two 
legees of Coleyn, on y e hye way in to Fraunce, & there 1 2 
ye shall fynde a lytell wood, 2 and there letto them lye 
3 in a busshemente 8 tyll Huon passe by them / for I 
knowe well he wyll go strayte to Coleyne this nyght, & 
lodge in a frenche mans house that dwelleth there / 16 
and in the moraynge surely he wyll departe thens and 
so passe by the said busshement, so that it shall not be 
and that Haon be possyble to saue hym selfe alone / but other he shalbe 

there slain on Ida _ ' 

journey. slayne or taken.' When the emperoure herde Godun, 20 

The Emperor he sayde / ' syr, ye haue gyuen me good counsell, and 

n joioes in this 

counsel, this is lykely to be done / but it were conuenyent to 

sende mo then foure thousande / for the grete desyre 
that I haue to gete hym in to my handes constreyneth 24 
me to cause hym to be taken, to the entent to be 

and declares that reuenged of hym / therfore I wolde go myselfe and 

he,withten _ . _ , ' _ , , J 

thousand men, take with me x thousande men, and shall goo and lye 
plan. 0 *" 7 ° U * in the place that ye haue apoynted / for I shall neuer 28 
haue parfyte ioye at my herte as longe as Huora is 
alyue / for he hath caused moch sorowe at my herte 'for 
the deth of my two neuewes, whom so pyteously he 
hath slayne. let vs take oure waye a 4 two legees besyde 32 
Coleyne, nerer we wyll not approche, too the entent 
that our comynge be not knowen ' / then he chase out 

1 Thousand. * Fol. lxix. back, col. 1. 
*-* enambushed. 4 about. 
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.x. thousande of the moost valyauntes men in his 
company, & the rest he sent backe to Mayence. Thus 
the emperour rode forth and rode so longe that daye & The Emperor 

mclM the little 

4 nyghte / that an houre, or it was daye, he came to the wood near 

Cologne, and lies 

said wode, & there layde his busshement. 1 And Huon in amboah. 

rode 2 after he was departed fro theniperour that late in 

the euenynge he came to Ooleyne, wher as he was Huon meet* hit 

companions again 

8 receyued of his men with grete ioye / then Gerames at cologne, 
said, ' syr, I requyre you shewe vs of your aduentures ' / 
then Huon shewed them euery thynge, & the maner md teiis them hie 

adventures. 

how he had slayn duke Raoull, & how he departed fro 
1 2 Mayence, & how he was pursued / and how he wanne 
themperours good horse / then 8 Gerames & all the other 
had gret ioye, and 4 thanked god of his fayre aduenture, 
& had grete meruayle howe he scaped / but they knewe 
16 nothynge what the emperour was aboute to do, nor that 
he was in the woode abydynge 6 for Huon / that nyght 
Huon and his company were at Coleyne makynge good 
chere / 6 the nexte mornynge they herd masse 7 / then The following 

morning Huon, 

20 they mounted on theyr horses and yssued out of the with thirteen 

,-i . • , „ ... . , „ , , thousand men, 

towne ; they were to y e nombre of .xin. M. hardy fyght- leaves the city, 
ynge men. and, when they were out in the feldes, Huon, 
lyke a good man of warre, sayd / 1 syrs, I desyre you 

24 let vs kepe togyther and ryde lyke men of warre, to the 
entent that we be not sodeynly taken ; ' and so they 
dyde / the daye was fayre & clere ; they myght well be 
parceyued a farre of / as they were by the emperour of 

28 Almain, who lay 8 in a busshement 8 for Huon. the 

emperoure spyed them fyrst, and sayd to his company / The Emperor sees 

, ft T , ' : *, them from afar 

'syrs, yonder 9 I se moche 10 people comynge 11 to vs approaching the 
warde 11 / they seme 12 men well experte in armes ; neuer wood * 
32 byleue me but they be frenche men, and he that is theyr 

1 ambush. 2 so. 3 wherat. 4 Fol. Ixix. back, col. 2. 
6 there. 6 and. 7 seruice. 8-8 enambushed. 

• a farre off. 10 many. 11-11 towarde vs. 
12 vnto me. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



296 huon of burdeux. [Ca. xciii. 

and marvels at captayne is Huon of Burdeux / he is not come hytber 

the number of 

armed men. lyke a small parsonage, but he is hyghly accompanyed 
lyke a grete and a myghty prynce. I se well he is 
valyaunt by that he hathe doone ; he is so noble and 4 
hardy that none may be compared to hym. ye haue 
well sene howe that he all alone came in to my palayes, 
and there slewe my neuewe duke Raoull, wher with my 

He fean to do herte is in erete dyspleasure / he is gretely to be 8 

battle with Huon f , , „T 

and hie troops, douted, f or without god helpe vs we shall haue ynoughe 
to doo with hym / wolde to god that he and I were at 
accordement & agreed / for he is so noble and so 
valyaunt that he fereth no man / ye haue well sene syn 1 2 
he departed fro Mayence he hathe slayne mo then .xl. 
of my men, and hath borne me to the erthe / and he 
hath taken fro me my good horse, wherby he maye be 
well assured that there is no man shall take hym yf he 16 
1 be on 2 his backe / how be it, we must set on 2 hym, 
for my herte shall neuer be in ease as long as he lyueth / 

but urges his own therfore, sirs, I desyre you euery man this day shewe 

men to bear 

themselves the loue that ye bere to 8 me & the saue garde of youre 20 

bravely. & 

lyues / for to flye away auayleth not / therfore, syrs, 
set on togyther, and do so that we may haue the fyrst 
crye.' 4 




% Of the gret batayle within two legees of 24 
Coleyne bytwene the emperour of Almayn 
& Huon of Burdeux, & of the trewes that 
was taken bytwene them. 

Ca. .lxxxiii. [= xciii.] 28 

1 Fol. lxx. col. 1. * vppon. 3 vnto. 4 aduantage. 



Digitized by 



Ca. xciii.] how huon's men do battle with the emperor. 297 




Von, who rode before his barons 
deuysynge with olde Gerames, re- 
garded on his ryght hande towardes 
the lytel wood ; 1 he sawe in the Huon j 

bis foemen Id the 

wood grete clerenesse by reason of wood, 
the sonne shynynge on the helmes 
and on the spere poyntes, wherby he parceyued clerely 2 
8 that ther was moch people hyden in the wood / he 
shewed them to 8 Gerames and to his other company / 
and sayd, ' syrs, be in a suerte that without batayle we and prepares hit 

army for battle. 

can not scape / here is themperour who lyeth in awayte 
12 for vs. I desyre you let vs do so that he shall haue no 
cause too make ony auaunt of vs / yonder ye may se 
them how they set them selfe in ordre to abyde vs, 
therfore let vs quyckly set on them ' / & soo they dyd 
16 in suche wyse that with 4 rynnyng of theyr horses y - 
erth trymbled, & the sonne lost his lyght by reason of 
the pouder that rose vp in to the ay re on 6 both partes / 
Huon, who ranne before on his pusaunt horse / behelde 
20 Godun, who was f ormost of 6 his company ; he ranne at Huon made the 

first onset, and 

hym with a strong spere, so that he ran hym clene slew many valiant 
through the body so that he fel downe deed 7 to the 
erth / & with the same spere Huon met Crassyn 

24 polynger who bare themperours baner / Huon strake him 
so fyersly that he bare horse & man & baner al to the 
erth, 8 wherof the almayns and Bauyers were sorowfull / 
Huon dyde soo moche or 9 his spere was broken that he 

28 fyrst bare fyue to the erth so that they hadde no power 
after to releue them selfe / ther were many speres 
broken, and many a knyghte borne to the erth that 1 
there dyed among y* hors fete / for the father coude 

32 not helpe the sone / nor the sone coude not helpe the 
father / and many an horse ranne a brode in the felde 

1 and. 8 plainly. 8 Fol. lxx. ool. 2. 
4 the very. 6 from. 6 in. 7 omitted. 
8 ground. 9 ere. 
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and theyr maysters lyeng deed in the bloode and myre. 
Huon, who rode aboute in the batayle sleynge and 
woundynge his enemyes, behelde on his ryghte syde 
The Eari Sawy and sawe the erle Sauary sleyng many of them of 4 

works much 

havoc among the Burdeux. 'A, good lorde, quod Huon, 'yf yonder 
knyght reygne longe / he shall do me grete domage.' 
Then he rode to hym / & gaue hym suche a stroke 

but Haon giret with his swerde so that he strake of his shulder and 8 

him a fatal 

wound. arme so rudely that it fell vpon the erthe / so that for 

the greate payne that the erle Sauary endured he fell 
from his horse / 1 & there was slayne amonge the hors 
feete, wherof themperour, who was therby, was 2 ryght 1 2 
sorowfull whew he saw another of his nephewes slayn / 

Haon and the & sayd, 'a, Huon, of god be thou cursed, syn thou hast 

Emperor meet on . 

tiie field or battle, taker* 3 so many of my frendes ; I shall neuer haue loyc 

in my hert tyl I haue the in my handes to hange the ' / 16 
and bitterly « syr/ quod Huon, 4 or 4 ye haue take?* me, ye are lyke to 

reproach each 

oUier. lese mo of your frendes, & beware of your selfe that ye 

come not in 6 my handes / by youre nephewe Raoull ye 
haue all this domage, who by his falsenes thoughte to 20 
haue betrayed me & to haue had my wyfe / yf I haue 
slayne your nephewes and your men, I haue done it in 
defendyng myn owne body ; I say to you yf ye be not 
wel ware of me I shall brynge you to that poynt that 24 
it shall be harde for you to be caryed awaye in a lytter.' 
' Huon,' quod the emperoure, ' the grete hate that I 
haue to the for the dethe of my nephewes, 6 wherby I 6 
fele suche 7 doioure at my herte that I had rather dye 28 
then that I sholde not be reuenged of the / therfore 
beware 8 of me, for I shall nother ete nor drynke tyll I 
haue the other quycke or deed ' / then they two wente 
backe to take theyr course togyther / but or 4 they met 32 
y* almayns came rynnynge thyther for 9 fere that they 
hadde of lesynge of 2 theyr emperoure / and on the other 

1 Fol. lxx. hack, col. 1. * omitted. 8 Blaine. * ere. 
6 to. makes me. 7 much. 8 thou. 9 the. 
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parte came thyther y e olde Gerames, who fought so oidGenunes 
fyersly that whom soo ener he strake with a full stroke youthful vigour, 
hadde no nede of ony surgyon ; and his company fayled 
4 not for theyr partes / and Huon with his good swerde 
opened the thycke prese, soo that the almayns 1 douted 
hym. Huon with his noble chyualry caused his enemyes 
to recule backe halfe a bowe shotte / then there was a 
8 knyght of almayn sawe well that without some remedy a German, in 
were founde / the emperour & his company were lyke Emperor's safety, 
to be slayne ; he went out of the batayle as preuely as 
coude, and ronne on y e sporres & rested not 2 tyll he cam 

12 to Coleyne /then 8 incontynent he rode to the prouostes goes to the 
house, & fonnde him in his house newly come fro Cologne, end ta^s 
masse / then y* knight sayd to him / ' syr prouost, yf burghen. lh6 
euer ye wyll se the emperour a lyne, cause the comons 

16 of this cyte to be armed, & come, & socoure themperour 
hastely / for when I cam from hym he had gret nede of 
ayde / ther is Huon of Burdeux, who hath slayn thre of 
his nephewes, & this other day he was lodged in this 

20 cite, the emperour knoweth well ye knewe nothynge 
therof / for Huon had lodged his men in the suburbes, 
& in other lytell houses, bycause he wolde not be 
perceyued / syr prouost, make hast in this besynes ' / 

24 when the prouost herd what dannger themperoure was 

in, he sowned 4 the watch belle & made to be cryed in The watch beii 

at Cologne is 

euery strete that euery man that was able to here her- sounded. 
neys 6 sholde arme them / & to 6 go out in to the felde 
28 to socoure themperoure, who was in grete daunger of 
his lyfe / when the burgesses of the towne herde that 
crye euery man armed them as well as they coude / some The burghers arm 

i i i i i » ▼ i ii ii in haste and leave 

were harneysed behynde, & some in a Jacke all smoked, the city, twenty 

" thousand strong. 

32 and with staues & other wepens / what a fote & a 
horse backe, there went ont of y e cyte a 6 .xx.M. men / 
yf ye had sene y* horsemen, ye wolde haue laughed at 

1 greatly. * Fol. lxx. back, col. 2. 3 where. 
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6 armes. 
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Very rude is tlieir 
equipment. 



The Emperor, 
after losing 
nearly ell his men 
in the battle, 

seeks oat Huon, 



and challenges 

him. 



The duel begins. 



The Emperor is 
flung heavily to 
the earth, and 
lies in a swoon. 



them, for it semed they were set a 1 horse backe in 
dyspyte / there was neuer sene so rude 2 & foule a 
sorte 2 / it was no meruayle / for they 8 hadde not ben 3 
accustomed to ryde in harneys / the prouost rode 4 4 
before, and exorted theym to do theyr deuoure, so they 
toke the 6 way to come to the batayle, where as Huon & 
his company dyde parte of theyr wylles. 6 the emperour 
seynge that he began to lese his men and place, he rode 8 
serchyng in the batayle for duke Huon / where as he 
founde by aduenture Huon, who had 7 newly slayn 8 the 
Emperoures seneschall. When that the Emperoure 
sawe hym slayne, he was ryght sorowful, & in 9 grete 12 
rage, then 10 cryed to 11 Huon, and said / ' thou knyghte 
that neuer arte satysfyed to shedde the bloode of my 
men to abate my lygnage and force, I pray the turne thy 
shelde to 12 me, for yf thou knewest the grete hate that 16 
1 18 haue to 18 the thou woldest neuer appere before me.' 
' Syr,' quod Huon, ' 1 14 haue jjrete 14 meruayle that ye so 
sore hate me & haue taryed so long 16 to be reuenged 15 / 
therfore, 14 sir, 14 beware 14 of me 14 / for yf I may 16 I 20 
shal 17 sewde you after your nephewes, whom ye say that 
ye loue so wel ' / they toke their cours with grete & rude 
speres / & so cam togyther lyke y* tempest, & met so 
rudely that y e buckles of theyr harneys 18 al to brast ; 19 24 
themperoure spere brake all too peces / but Huons 
spere was bygge & rude 20 / 21 he strake the emperour 
therwith 14 by 22 such pusaunce that the 28 spere ranne 
through his shoulder / so that themperoure fell to the 28 
erth so rudely that with the fall he brake the bone of 
his thygh / wherby he was in suche doloure that he 
sowned / and when Huon sawe hym lye on the grounde 



1 on. *—* a company. *-* were not. 4 went 
6 their. • and. 7 then. 8 by aduenture. • a. 10 he. 

11 Fol. Ixxii. col. 1 (this should be lxxi, which U omitted). 
12 vnto. 1S - U beare. 14 ~ 14 omitted. for reuenge. 

16 can. 17 will. 18 Armour. 19 and. 20 stronge. 
» aud therewith. 28 with. * his. 
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he cam to hym with his swerde in his hande, and Hnon would have 

•lain the 

had 1 slayne him yf he had not hen socoured / hut Emperor, had not 

__ the Germans ooine 

there came so many almayns, that whether Huon wolde to hia aid. 
4 or not, they toke 2 and bare 8 the emperoure 3 out of the 
felde, & layde hym in the wode, & 4 demaunded of him 
how he dyd / ' syrs,' quod he, ' I am sore hurte / for 
my thygh is broken, wherby I endure 5 as moch doloure 
8 as 6 I can abyde / but 6 1 trust as for deth I shall scape 
by the grace of god 16 / when they herde that they were 7 
ioyfull / and said, 'syr, knowe for trouth 8 youre men 
are sore abasshed 9 / for they be so 10 opprest by Huon 

12 and his men / that we fere all your men shal 11 be 
slayne / we shall 11 go agayne to the batayle & leue some 
with you to 12 kepe your body' 12 / 'syrs,' 13 quod the 
emperour, 14 'your force nor your defence can 15 auayle 

16 you nothynge 16 agaynste Huon / nor agaynst his men. 

But I shall shewe you what ye shall do / 17 sende quyckly The Emperor 
to Huon and desyre 18 of 18 hym in my name to 19 sease omhuwi Ttroc? 
^fyghtynge, 20 and 18 desyre hym 18 that there maye be a forhalf * year - 

20 truse hadde bytwene hym and me for the space of halfe 
a yere / 21 in that space I trust 21 to fynde some other 
treaty / 18 so 18 that he and I myghte be frendes / and yf he 
refuse this, 22 I se none other remedy but that we shall 

24 be all slayne or taken, and then he wyll cause me to dye 
in some 23 pryson/ ' Syr,' quod his knyghtes, ' we shall 
doo your commaundement / but we fere sore that we 
shall not be herde/ 'Syrs/ quod the emperoure, 'go 

28 to hym and do the best ye can.' Then they returned 
to y e batayle, where as they fouwde there company redy 

1 would haue. 3 the Emperour. 3-3 him. 

* then. 6-6 more greefe than, 
but, as for death, I trust by the grace of god, I shall 
escape it. 

T all. 8 that. 9 discomfited. 10 sore. 11 will. 
12— it Jooke vnto your Maiestie. 13 Well. M but. 
16 cannot. 10 anything. 17 ye shall. is— 18 omitted, 

19 Fol. lxxii. col. 2. a °— 20 slaying of my men. 
21-21 for within that time I hope. 22 then. 23 noysoine. 
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Mesaengen aet 

out to beg the 
truce. 



Htton willingly 
accedes to the 
request. 



But, had he 
continued the 
murderous attack, 
all his enemies 
would have been 
slain, and he 
would have been 
•pared much 
future trouble. 



to fle awaye / for they were nere all slayne and taken / 
the knyghtes fro thempcroure came tc Huon and desyred 
hym in the name of the emperoure that he wolde sease 
the batayle and 1 bio we the retreyte, 1 and they sholde 2 4 
do lykewyse in the same maner / and that there myght 
be a ferme truse bytwene them for halfe a yere / and 
in that season they trusted that some good wayes 
sholde 2 be founde that the emperoure and he myght be 8 
good frendes togyther. ' Syrs,' quod Huon / ' if the 
emperour your mayster hadde me in that daunger / 
that 8 he is in / he wolde not suffre me to scape a lyue 
for all y* golde in the worlde / how be it, I am content 1 2 
that he haue truse for halfe a yere / the which I shall 
surely kepe on my parte / and yf I be assay led I shall 
defende me / and yf so be that he come to Burdeux to 
assay le me / by the helpe of god and my good frendes, 16 
I shal doo the best that I can / But yf he wyll haue 
peace with me & pardon me his dyspleasure / for the 
dethe of his nephewes, I shall bo redy to make peace / 
and I shal make amendes for all wronges, though I was 20 
not the begynner.' Then Huon caused the retreyt to 
be blowen, 4 and in lykewyse so dydo the alniayns 
who had therof grete ioye ; it came to them at a good 
poynt / for or 5 elles all hadde ben slayne or 6 folye 7 24 
when he had the ouer 8 hande 9 that he pursued not 10 
his chase, for then he myghte haue ha I an ende of 
that warre, and nother shelde nor spere more broken / 
where as after many a man was slayne, and was the 28 
cause that the cyte of Burdeux was lost & the fay re 
Esclaramond taken & sette in pryson in the cyte 
of Mayence, and Huon suffred so moche payn and 
trouble / that no mortall man can shewe it / thus as ye 32 
haue herde Huon graunted the trewes, and soo bo the 



1-1 sound the treatie. 2 would. 5 which. 
* sounded. 6 omitted. 6 Fol. lxxii. back, col. 1. 
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partes withdrewe / wherof themperour and his company 

were ryght ioyf nil. Then Huon called his company / Huon teii* hu 

company how the 

and shewed Gerames and his lordes how he had trace is made. 

4 grauwted trewes to the Emperour for halfe a yere / 'and 
therf ore I charge you al not to breke the peace ' / the 
Emperoure was glad when he herde it / for he knewe 
well that 1 he was 2 scaped a greato daunger. Then he 

8 charged all his men on payne of deth that they sholde 
not breke the trewes. ' And, syrs,' quod he, 1 1 pray 
you make redy a lytter that I myght 3 be caryed to 
Coleyne / for the payne that I fele in my legge causeth 
12 all my body to trymble / and when I come there 
I wyll tary tyll I be hole.' 'Syr/ quod his lordes, 
' your commaundement shall be done 9 1 then they layde The Emperor it 

. _ _ ' borne In » litter 

the Emperoure in a lytter, sore complaynynge the loss© to Cologne. 

16 and dethe of his nephewes and lordes that were slayne, 
and his legge greued hym sore. Then Huon said 
to Gerames, ' syr, thanked be god we haue vaynquysshed 
the Emperoure & slayne many of his men / therfore it 

20 is good that we now returne to Burdeux. I haue gret Huon long* to iee 

EscUramonde 

desyre to se my wyfe Esclaramonde / who thynkethe 4 *g«in. 
longe for my comynge ; I am sure she is sorowf ull that 
I haue taryed thus 5 long.' ' Syr,' quod Gerames, ' yf ye 
24 haue grete desyre to returne, so hath all other of youre 
serua/ites; they wold gladly se theyr wyues and 
chyldren, and some to 6 se theyr louers.' 

7 ^f How Huon grau»ted the trewes to the 
28 emperour, & how the prauost of Coleyne 
came and assayled Huon, not knowinge of 
ony peace taken. 

Capitulo .lxxxiiii. 8 [= xciv.] 

1 omitted. 8 had. 8 may. 4 thinking. 6 so. 
• would. 7 Fol. lxxii. back, col. 2. 8 Ixxxxiiii in text. 
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Haon sees the 
barghers of 
Cologne sd- 
Tancing towards 



and suspects the 

Emperor of 
treachery. 



The proToet of 
Cologne exhort* 
the men to fight 
well. 




f Hen Huon vnderstode y* olde Gerames, 
he hadde grete ioy / then he sounded 
tlie trompette8 with suche brute thai 
meruayle it was to here, and com- 4 
maunded euery man to set forwarde 
towardes Burdeux. Then he behelde on his ryght 
hande and saw them of Coleyne comynge in 1 grete 
nombre / they were well a 2 twenty thousande bur- 8 
gesses and other / they came with ban ere dysplayde 
redy to fyght. When Huon sawe them, he had grete 
meruayle fro whens they sholde come so hastely. Then 
he sayde to his men / 'syrs, I parceyue clerely we be 12 
betray de, for yf I had wold 3 the Emperour nor his 
men coude not haue scaped / he hath falsely betrayed 
me, syn vnder y e colour of 4 trewes they 6 to set newly 
vpon me.' Thus Huon sayde by themperour without 16 
cause, for he knew no thynge thereof, nor that any 
socoures sholde haue come to hym. 'Syrs,' quod 
Huon, 'lette vs rest here and tarye tyll they come 
nerer to vs / than let vs sette on them with suche hast 20 
that they shall not know what to do/ 'Syr,' quod 
his men, ' haue no dought we shall not fayle you for 
fere of any deth / we trust to slee so many that the 
erth shalbe couered with the deed bodyes of you* 24 
enemyes ' / Huon ordred his batayle, and the prouost of 
Coleyne comfortyd his men, saynge, 'syrs, our em- 
perour is dyscomfytyd by Huon and his men, 6 who be 
yonder abydynge before vs / they wene 7 to departe in 28 
saue garde / but they haue no power so to do / for the 
moost parte of them are sore hurt, and there horses 
sore trauaylled, wherfore they shall the sooner be 
dyscouifytyd.' Than the prouost and his men ranne 32 
quyckely vpon Huon and his men / there began a feerse 
bataylle, wherin many a valyaunt man lay on the erth 



2 nere. 
6 come. 
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deed / and at the 1 fyrst brunt ther wer so many slayne The»tuck is 

made, and the 

that y* 2 felde was coueryd with deed & hurte 8 men; tght begin*. 
8U7W were ouerthrowen without any hurte, 4 and yet 

4 they coude neuer asyse by cause of the 5 prese of the 
horses that ranne 6 ouer them. Huon, who was 1 full of 
yre bycause he 7 thought that vnder the coloure of trewes 
he was assay lied / he ran 8 at a knyght who had done 

8 9 gret domage 9 among his men ; it was he that went to 
Coleyne for that socoures / and Huon strake hym clene Huon si*j« u>* 

' knight who had 

throw the bodye with his spere, so that he fell downe summoned this 

new army, 

deed to the erth. Than Huon cryed his crye to gader 10 
12 his men togyther / he layde on the ryght syde and on 

the lyf t / so that he cut of armes and legges, and rasyd »nd fights 
helmes fro y' hedes / he semyd rather a man of y e fayrye 
than a mortall man. But he had myche to do / for his 
16 men, who had fought all y* day, were sore trauaylled & 
wery; how 11 be it, they defendyd them selues ryght 
valyauntly, & they 12 slew so many of the comons of 
Coleyne that y* blode ran on the grounds in grete 
20 stremes / and themperonr, who was issued out of the The Emperor, 
wood in his lytter, whan he came in to the felde / he 
herde the brute & crye of the batayle, wherwith he hearing the noise, 

, , . is brought into 

was sore abasshed. Than he demaundyd what noyse it the field, 
£4 myght be. ' Syr,' quod a knyght, 4 it is the good 
prouost of Coleyne, who hath brought with him the 
commons of the citie of Coleyne to ayde and socoure 
you.' * Syr/ qnod themperour, ' and he shal derely and is very 

. , _ , . _ . _ _ _ , m _ wrathful with the 

28 abye 13 it / how be it, I tnynke he knoweth not of the provost of 
trewes that we haue taken with Huon / for and 14 1 knew 
that he was aduertesyd therof, I shode cause hym to 
dye an yll deth. Go to hym and commaunde hym that 

32 incontynent he goo to Huon too make amendes for his 

1 verie. 9 whole. 8 maimed. 4 at alL 
6 great. 6 did runne. 7 liad. 8 fiercely. 
*- 9 verie great hurt. 10 call. 11 Fol. lxxiii. col. 2. 
12 omitted. 13 buy. " if. 
CHA.RL. ROM. VIII. 1 
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with. 
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to Huon for 
breaking the 
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him, for he knew 
nought of the 
truce. 



trespas / and yf he wyll not do it I charge you iricon- 
tynent 1 sle hym.' Whan themperour had made his 
commaundemewt to one of his knyghtes / he role as 
fast as he myght to the prouost, who was ryght sorow- 4 
full for that he hadde lost foure .M. of his comons, and 
the knyght slayne that came to hym. Than themper- 
owrs knyght sayd, 'Syr prouost, ye haue done ryght 
yll / syn 2 ye haue broken the trewes that was made 8 
betwen hym and Huon / yf the emperour may gette 
you ye shall neuer se fayre day more / without incon- 
tynent ye go to Huon and dele so with hym that he 
be content, so that no reproche be layde to the em- 12 
perour' / whan the prouost and his company herde 
themperours coraniaundement, they were sore abasshed, 
and reculed backe. And the prouost, who was in grete 
fere for that he had done / and desyrynge to accom- 16 
plysshe themperours commaundemeat, strake his horse 
with the sporres, and restyd not tyll he had founde out 
duke Huon. Than he lyghtyd a fote, and toke his 
sworde, and sayd, 'A, ryght noble and vertues prynce, I 20 
8 desyre the, in the honour of Jesu Cryst, haue pyte of 4 
me, and pardon me the iniurye that I haue done 6 with- 
out the knowlege or lycence of themperour, who wyll 
cause me to dye a shamfull deth without ye pardone 24 
me / for all I knew not of y e trewes betwen you and 
y* emperour / for I thought he was 6 deed / syr, that 7 I 
haue done was to thentent to rescue my ryghtf ull lorde, 
and therby I haue lost this day moo then .iiii .M. 28 
burgesses and comons of the cyte of Coleyne, and y 0 
most parte of my best frendes, and therfore, syr, I pray 
you haue pyte of 4 me, elles themperour wyll ale me or 
set me in perpetuall pryson.' 32 



1 to. 1 seeing • Fol. Ixxiii. back, col. 1. 4 on. 
6 against you. • had beene. 7 which. 
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trewes taken betwen themperour and hym. Than 
Huon aproched to the prouost, and sayd, ' frende, aryse 

12 vp, I pardon you; this trespas that ye haue done for and pardons him. 
your lorde is 4 reasonable / syn ye knew no thynge of y f 
trewes / ye haue done as a trew subjet ought to do to 
bis lorde / 1 can not be angrye with you for it.' 5 Than 

16 the prouost toke leue of Huow, & retournyd to them- 
perour, who as than was nere to Coleyne / 6 Huon rode Huon rM« to 
forth towardes burdeux, and so on a Wednesday to 7 
dyner he entred in to Burdeux, where as he was 

20 receyued 8 with grete solempnyte of the Burgesses, & of 
all the clergye of y e cyte. Than he alyghtyd at his 
palays, where as he was by the duches Esclaramonde B»ciaramnn!e 
well receyued with grete ioy, and she demaundyd of Jaraiy!" hlm 

24 hym yf he were hole and in good poynt 9 Tayre 
ladye/ quod Huon, ' thanked be our lord god, I am in 
good helth.' 'Syr,' quod she, 'of your comynge I am 
ryght ioyous / & I desyre you to shew me of your 

28 aduentures/ ' Dame,' 10 quod Huon, ' know for trouthe and he nutea 
I haue ben at Mayence, whereas I founde themperour, adventure*, 
and with hym was duke Roaull his neuew, who had 
cryed 11 a tournay ; & bycause he was aduertesyd of my 

32 cowmynge, his entencyone was that yf he had founde me 

1 in reason. 9 and thai * the. 4 but 6 the same. 
* and. 7 about. 8 Fol. Ixxiii. back, col. 2. 
9 estate. 10 Madame. 11 proclaimed. 
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Haon continue* there, He was 1 concludyd with his men to haue slayne 



me / but by the grace of god I haue done so myche, that 
in the presence of themperour his vncle, and before 2 
all them that were there present, I strake of his hede / 4 
bycause he made his auaunt that as soone as he had 
slayne me he wolde haue you to his wyfe / & also 2 all 
myn herytage / & whan I had slayne hym I departyd 
in hast fro 8 Mayence / and it was not longe after but 8 
that themperour folowed me with all his men, mountyd 
vp on the good horse that ye haue sene, who is so good 
that I beleue surely there is not suche another in all 2 
the worlde / and themperour, who had grete desyre to 12 
reuenge the deth of his neuew duke Raoull, auaunsyd 
hym selfe a bowe shote before his companye, and cryed 
after me with many iniuryous wordes. And whan I 
saw that he was far of fro his men I tournyd towardes 16 
hym, & ranne & bare hym to the erth / than I toke 
the good horse and mountyd on hym, and lete myne 
owne goo / and whan his men saw hym lyeng on the 
erthe, they feryd lest he had been deed / they assem- 20 
bled about hym, & tooke no hede to folow me, by cause 
they knew well it was but a folye to folow me, 4 syn 5 I 
was mountyd on themperours good horse. Thus I de- 
partyd fro them, and went and lay all that nyght at 24 
Coleyne, wher as I founde my men whom I had left 
there whan I went to themperours courte all alone / 
the next day I departyd / but I was not gone farre 
out of Coleyne whan themperour and .x M. men met 28 
mo in the way, where as they had lyene in a lytell 
wood in awayte for me. Than they ranne at me & at 
my men / there was a grete batayle on both partes, and 
many slayne & woundyd. But I dyd so myche by the 32 
grace of god & my good company / that I ouercame 
them, and I slew two of his neuewes, and I bare 
1 had. * omitted. 3 to. 4 Fol. lxxiiii. col. 1. 
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themperour to the erth / and whan he sawe that the 
losse of the batayle ran on his syde, he sent to me 
than a messenger to haue trewes for halfe a yere / 
4 the whiche I grauntyd bycause I thought I had done 
hym dysplesure ynough as in sleynge of thre of his 
neuwes. Thus we departyd, & as I 1 retournyd I met 
j 9 prouost of Coleyne, who brought with hym .xx M. 
8 men to haue rescued themperour, & so we fought 
togyther. But as soone as themperour was aduertysed 
therof / he sende & commaundyd hym that he sholde 
no more fyght with me. Than the prouost came to me 

12 & cryed me mercy for that 2 he had done, excusynge 
hym selfe that he knew nothynge of y 6 trewes. Than 
we made to sounde the retrayte of both partes. 8 Thus 
we departyd without any moo strokes gyuynge, wherof 

16 I thanke god that I am thus scapyd.' 'Syr/ quod 
Esclaramonde, 1 ye ought to thanke god that he hathe 
sent you tluit grace / for I haue herde say that them- 
perour 4 whom ye haue slayne his two neuewes is greate / 

20 puyssaunt / and a ryche prynce, ryght sage and experte 

in the warre, wherefore it is to be feeryd that he wyll Esclaramonde 
not let the mater thus to rest' 'Dame,' 5 quod Huon, Emptor wm 
1 1 know well this that ye say is trew ; I thynke well pur,ud 

24 he be dys 6 pleasyd with me for y* deth of his neuewes Huonknowithat 
and many other of his kyn / thus, as I haue sayd, I ^ra^utreMed 
iustyd with hym two tymes / & at the seconde tynio by hU wcapd 
I strake hym to the erthe in such wyse that he brake 

28 his thye, so that he was constreynyd to be borne 7 in a 
lytter / and it hath ben shewed 8 me syn / that y 6 losso 
of his good horse greuyth hym more than the losse andtheioMof 

hi* own hone, 

of all 9 his men. Lady, to shew you the parelles and 
32 aduentures that I haue founde 10 syn I departyd fro 
you, it sholde 11 be to longe to shew you. But surely I 

1 he. 8 which. 8 and. 4 of. 6 Madame. 
8 Fol. lxxiiii. col. 2. 7 thence. 8 told. 
9 omitted. » had. 11 would. 
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thy like as soone as the trewes be 1 expyryd, but 2 that 8 
themperour with all his puyssaunce wyll come and 
besege me here in Burdeux, for it hath ben shewed 
me of trouthe that 8 themperour hath so made his oth 4 
and promyse / and hath sworne by his crowne imperyall 
that he wyll not departe hense tyll he haue taken and 
dystroyed this 4 cyte.' « Syr/ quod. Esclaramonde, ' yf 
ye wyll beleue me / ye shall 6 well resyte 5 this, and I 8 
shall tell you how / ye know well I haue a brother 
called kynge Salybraunt, who is kynge of Bougye, the 
whiche extendyth on the one syde nere too Mombrant, 
and on the other syde nere to Trypoley in Barbarye / 12 
he may lede in batayle a .CM. men / and, syr, surely 
he is a good crysten man, 2 how be it, ther be 6 but few 
that knoweth it / 7 this .v. yere he hathe surely 7 beleued 
on Jesu Cryst / and, syr, yf ye wyll go to hym, and 16 
desyre his ayde by the same token that, whan ye were 
prisoner in Babylone, I dyscoueryd the secretnes 8 of 
my mynde to hym, and shewed hym of y 6 loue betwen 
you and me / and how ye sholde 9 lede me in to Fraunce, 20 
wherof he was ioyfull, and desyred me affectuously 
that I sholde doo so myche to you / that we myght 
come and se hym in his owne realme. But the aduen- 
ture fell so that our departynge was 10 other wyse than 24 
we had deuysyd / he was there & saw how my father 
was slayne, & all suche 11 as were with hym / than for 
fere he ranne away, & dyd hyde hym in a garden 
behynd the palays, and there taryed tyll it was nyght / 28 
and than he stalle away, and went in to his owne 
realme / there shall ye fynde hym yf ye wyll goo 
thy ther / I know surely 12 he wyll make you 13 good 
chere / and wyll not refuse 14 to 15 socoure you, w thc 32 

1 is. 8 omitted. s then. 4 the. *-* resist 
9 are. 7-7 verily he hath. 8 secrets. 9 would, 
w fell u Fol. lxxiiii. back, col. 1. 18 that 
13 exceeding great 14 for. 16 ayde and. 
ie-if f or nee w jh ^ go exceeding puissaunt and niightie. 
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whiche shalbe so grete and puyssaunt 16 that he wyll 
brynge with hym moo than a .C. M. sarazyns / &, 1 syr, 
I wolde counsell 2 you to take 3 with you a 4 .v. or .vL and to uke with 

him priests to 

4 prestes 5 furnysshyd with oyle and creme / for, as soone christen hit men, 

who are still 

as he hath his men oute of his owne countre, he wyll Saracens, 
cause them to be crystenyd, and suche as wyll not he 
wyll cause them to dye an yll deth. Syr, I requyro 
8 you beleuo my counsell at this tyme / for ye know 
well 6 out of Fraunce ye 7 get no socoure / for yf sum Haon can expect 

" no aid from 

wolde they dare not, for dought of kyng Charlemayne ; France. 

the hate that he hath to you is not yet quenched for 
12 the deth of his sonne Charlote, he wyll neuer forget it 8 / 

and, syr, yf ye go not to my brother for socoure ye may 

happe to repent it, and peraduenture it may be to late / 

and do as he doth that closyth* the stable dore whan 
16 the horse is stollen.' Thus the fayre 10 esclaramonde ^~ 

exortyd duke Huon her husbonde, whom she loued 

entyerly. 

How Huon had grete ioye for the byrth of 
20 Claryet his doughter. Capitulo .lxxxxvi. 

Ilan Huon had well herd his wyfe he Haon thanks hie 
sayd, ' my ryght dere lady and com- counsel, but 
panyon, ryght well I know the grete 
loue that ye bere to me, the whiche 
liathe constreynyd you to say thus, 
wherof I thanke you. 12 By the lorde that on y e crosse 
dyed 18 to redeme humayne lynage, I wyll go to no place refuses to set out 
28 nor sende for any socoures / tyll 14 I se them befor my before Bordeaux 
cyte, and that I haue cause to purchace 15 for socoures, daL^r?* 11 ** 
nor tyll u I fele the strokes of y e Almayns and bauyers 
that they can gyue whan they be out of there owne 

1 also. 8 and aduise. 8 along. 4 some. 6 well 
• that » shall. 8 omitted. 9 shutteth. 10 Ladie. 
W Fol. lxxiiii. back, col. 2. u But, 18 for. 
w vntUl. labour. 
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countre / nor as longe as my shylde is hole 1 fyrste, I 
thynke they shall fele the sharpnes of my spere hede 
and good sworde / 2 by goddes grace I shall not abandone 
you nor leue my cyte and good burgesses /'it myght 4 
greatly be layde to my reproche, yf I sholde thus goo 
away.' ' A, syr/ quod Esclaramounde, 1 ye may well 
know that this that I haue sayd is for the fere that I 
haue of you / for I haue ben well aduertesyd that 8 
themperour sore hateth you, and not without cause, for 
his neuewes and lordes that ye haue slayn, and ther- 
fore, sir, yf ye wyll beleue me ye shall 4 haue men to 
defende you brought hyther by the kynge my brother / 12 
so that whan the emperour is come in to your londe, it 
shall lye in you other to make peace or warre at your 
wyll / reason it were that ye made hym sum amendes 
for the hurtes that ye haue done to 5 hym / and on the 16 
other parte, yf he wyll haue no peace / than it shall lye 
in you to make hym suche warre so that he shall not 
departe without your agrement and to his great losse. 
syr, the fere that I haue to lese you constreyneth me 20 
thus to say / I haue herd often tymes sayd / that the 
entre into warre is large / but the issuynge out ther of 
is very strayte / nor ther is no warre but it causeth 
pouerte. But syn 6 it is your pleasure not to beleue me, 24 
it is reason thai I must be content that your pleasure 
be fulfylledV Than they entred in to other deuyses / 
7 gret ioye and feest was made in the palayes at Burdeux 
betwene Huon and the lordes of the countre. at last 28 
the fayre Esclaramond, who was grete with chylde, fell 
vpon trauelynge, and she prayed to god 8 and to oure - 
ladye for ayde & helpe. she was in her chambre, 
whereas she 8 sufferyd gret payne / wher of Huon had 32 
grete pyte whan he herd ther of / for 9 there was grete 

1 and sound. 1 and yet 8 for. 4 Fol. lxxv. col. 1. 
6 vnto. 9 seeing. T and. 8 — 8 for helpe, and. 
*- 9 the loue betweene them was exceeding great. 
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loue betwen them 9 / at last y e ladye was brought to bed 
of a fayre doughter / wher of Huon tlianked god / than 
entred in to the ladyes chambre a greate nombre of the Ladiee of 

fairyland attend 

4 ladyes of the f ayrye / & came to Esclaramondys bed the with or her 

daughter^ 

and sayd, ' Lady, ye ought well to thanke god / for ye 

haue brought forth y e 1 moost 1 fayrest and best creature *nd declare her to 

° 11, , i the faireet and 

that as now is in the worlde, and to whom oure lord beet creature horn 

in a h un dred 

8 god hath grau?ityd moost graces at her byrth / for yean. 
2 more fayrer / nor more sage / nor courteys* hath not 
be borne this .C. yeres past / for she shall haue such 
desteney and happe 8 in this worlde / that of the realme 

12 of Arogone she shalbe quene crownyd, and she shall soo 
gouerne her selfe that she 4 shalbe 5 a seint in paradice. 
At Tortouse ther is the chyrche where ! as yet 1 she is 
honouryd / the whiche is foundyd in her name, and is 

16 namyd saynt Clare.' Esclaramounde was ioyfull of the 
wordes of these ladyes of the fay rye. *grete ioy 7 was 
made 8 in the chambre 8 for the byrth of this chylde / 
who was gretly regardyd of the ladyes of the fayry, and 

20 they sayd eche to other that this chyld was the fayrest 

creature of 9 the world / they toke tills chyld eche after The fairiet thrice 
other and blyssyd it thre times, and than 10 layde it 
doune and departyd sodenly so that no man wyst 

24 where they were become, wherof all the ladyes & other 
hed grete meruayle. * This tydynges was brought to 
Huon, he was ryght ioyefull, and sayd / ' A, syr 11 kynge Hnon thinks 

that king Oberon 

Oberon, I beleue surely that as yet ye haue not forgoten u etui mindful of 
28 me. Now I dought no thyng themperour nor all his Wm * 
puyssaunce syn 12 ye haue remembraunce of me.' Than 
Huon cam in to the hall, and thyder his doughter was 
brought to 13 hym to se / he toke her in his armes and 
32 shewed her to his lordes, who were 14 ioyfull to se her. 
l — 1 omitted. 

*-* a more faire, modest, wise, and courteous. 8 fortune. 

4 Fol. lxxv. col. 2. * accounted of as if she were. 
8 and. 1 and feasting. *— 8 euerywhere. 9 in all. 
10 they. 11 worthy. u seeing. 13 vnto. 14 very. 
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Tlie babe Is 
christened 
ClarieUe. 



Than she was borne to chyrche and with grete solemp- 
nyte crystenyd / and named Claryet, because she was 
soo fayre and clere to beholde. Than she was brought 
to the duches, who had of her gret ioy / whan the 4 
duches had kept her chambre a moneth, than she was 
chyrchyd, wher of all the courte was ioy full, and such 
feest was made that yf I sholde shew you the ryches 
and noblesse that was there shewed, it sholde be ouer 8 
longe to reherse. Therfore I 1 leue spekynge therof at 
this tyme tyll 2 another season. 




The Emperor of 
Germany 
assembles his 
men at Mayeuce 



% Howe themperour assembled a grete hoste 
and came to Burdeux. Capitulo .lxxxxvii. 12 

E haue well 4 herde here before the 
maner & cause why this warre was 
mouyd betwene y* emperour of Al- 
mayne & Huon, duke of Burdeux, the 16 
whiche, after the trewes was expiry d, 
and that the emperour was hole of his thygh that Huon 
had broken, he publysshyd the warre 5 / and sent ouer 
all his empyre / that euery duke / erle / baron / 20 
knyght / and squyer shold com to hym, and sowdeours 
fro all partes, and that within a moneth they to be at 
to make war upon the cyte of Mayence, to then tent too make warre vpon 

Huon* 

Huon of Burdeux / this commaundement was pub- 24 
lysshed / and suche delygence was made that by the 
day apoyntyd euery man was com to the cyte of 
Mayence, and lodgyd in the cyte and in pauylions about 
the cyte / there were assembled no than .lx. M. 6 men, 28 
well aparelyd 7 for the warre, whan this emperoure, 
who was named Tyrrey, saw them he was 8 ioyfull / & 
sore thretened Huon, and made promyse before 9 all his 
barons that he wolde neuer retourne in to his owne 32 

1 will. * vntill. * Fol. lxxv. back, col. 1. 
* at large, * againe. • and all T appointed. 
8 verie. • to. 



Sixty thousand 
men are collected 
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countre tyll he had fyret slayne Huon, who had done 

hym so great domage. Than he commauwdyd hia con- They prepare to 

J 0 ° J march to Cologne. 

stables & marshalled to be redy to departe the next 
4 day, & to take the way towardes Coleyne with al his 
artylerey and caryage, the which was done. The next 
day themperour entred in to the felde and so rode 
towardes Coleyne / and whan themperour was within a On the way the 

' Emperor, whose 

8 legge than there met with hym the olde Sauary hys name was Thierry, 

met his brother 

brother, who was father to duke Raoull, slayne by savary, father or 

duke Raoul. 

Huon. whan these two brethern met togyther there 
was great ioy made. 1 
12 1f But than duke Sauory began to wepe, & sayd to DukeSarary 

J ° . weeps for Uxe lose 

his brother themperoure, 'Syr, of your comiwge I am ofhueon. 
ryght ioyfulL But when the pyteous deth of my dere 
beloued sonn your neuew Raoull cometh to my mynde / 
16 there is no membre on me / but for doloure 2 and dys- 
pleasure trymbleth / nor I can neuer haue parfyte ioy 
at my herte as longe as he that hath done me thys 
dyspleasure 8 be alyue.' 8 This duke Sauary was a noble He is not an 

* untrue traitor, 

20 man / but betwene hym and his sonne Raoull was uke duke Raoui. 
great dyfference, for this 4 duke Raoull was the un- 
trewest traytoure that euer lyued : the which ylnes 5 pro- 
cedyd by y 6 duches his mother / who was doughter to 

24 Hurdowyn of Eraunce, the moost untrewest and falsest 
traytour that as than lyued in the worlde / whan them- 
perour herde his brother speke the water 6 fell 7 out of 7 
his eyen, & 8 embracyd hym, and sayd, * My ryght dere The ^ m P««>r 

28 brother, your doloure 9 dyspleaseth me / for your doloure brother, 
is myne, 10 therof I wyll haue my 11 parte / and yf ye hauo 
•ioy my parte shal 12 be therin. But it is not possyble 
for vs / to haue hym agayne for whom we make this 

32 sorowe ' / god ayde Huon fro his enemyes, for they 
greatly desyryd his deth ; yet often tymes they that _ 

1 betwene them. f FoL lxxv. back, col. 2. 8-3 liueth. 
* the. 6 wickedness. 9 tears. 7—7 from. 8 he. 
• much. 10 and. 11 a. 12 likewise. 
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[Ca. xcviii. 



The arm j is well 

received in 
Cologne. 



It was a great 
host with long 
lines of artillery, 



and passed over 
the Rhone into 
the country of 
Bordeaux. 



desyre another mans doth auaunseth there owne. Thus, 
as ye haue herde, themperour and duke Sauary entred 
in to the cyte of Coleyne, where as they were reseyued 
with great ioy / and so rode to y e palayes : 1 there they 4 
souppyd. I wyl make no longe rehersall of y 6 good 
chere that they made there. Than after soupper they 
went to there rest, and the next mornynge rose and 
herde masse, 2 and tooke a soppe in wyne, 1 Than departyd 8 
out of Coleyne. It was a goodly host to beholde, they 
& theyr caryage / & 3 artelyrey strechyd foure legges of 
lenght Thus they all had sworne y e deth of Huon / 
they passyd by hye Borgoyn and by Dolpheurey, 4 and 12 
so passyd the ryuer of Rone, and so in to the couwtro 
of Burdeux. Nowe I wyll leue spekynge of them tyll 
another season. 



Huon orders all 
his men to be 
ready in arms, 
and to come to 
Bordeaux, when 
he heard of the 
Emperor's 
protest. 



The town is well 
fort i fled and 
furnished with 
food and guns. 



*% How theraperoure Tyrrey of Almayne 16 
beseged the cyte of Burdeux / and howe 
Huon made hym redy to fyght with his 
enemyes. Capitulo .lxxxxviii. 

Hus ye haue well 6 herde here before 20 
the deuises that the duches Esclara- 
mond had made to her husbonde 
Huon ; who as soone as she was 
chyrched, Huon sent his commauwde- 24 
ment throw al his countre euery man 
to be redy in armes and to come to Burdeux, bycause 
he was aduertysed of y e cominge of his enemyes / the 
messengers made such delygence that in 7 .xv. dayes 28 
after euery man was come to Burdeux / and the 8 duke 
Huon reseyued them with great ioy. Than he repayryd 
the cyte and the toures and walles, and it was well 
furnysshed with vytaylles and artelery, as in sucho a 32 

1 and. 2 Beruice. 8 their. 4 Dulphinne. 
* Fol. lxxvi. col. 1. • omitted. 1 within. 8 there. 
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case it 1 aparteynyd. 2 At that tyme y e cyte of Bur- 
deux was not so strong as it is now / whan duke Huon 
saw his cyte so well garnyshed with men and vytaylle / 
4 he was ryght ioyfull. 8 Than he called to hym the olde 
Gerames, & sayd / ' my ryght dere frende, ye se well Huon beg* the aid 
this warre 4 that is aparent betwene themperour and me, conductor the 

war. 

& nowe we be well aduertysed of his comynge, who is 
8 redye to come with all his host to besege this oure 
cyte / & therfore, my hertye 5 frende, who hath aydyd 
me in so many besynesses, I pray yon counsell and 
ayde mo now; for 6 all the condute of my warre / 1 wyll" 

12 ye haue the charge, & that ye wyll comforte my men 
8 to do 8 well, so that of vs there be none 9 yll songe 9 
made, and that our enemy es haue no cause to prayse y* 
warre that they haue agaynst vs / nor that whan they 

16 be retournyed in to there couwtres that they make not 
there auauntes amonge theyr wenches and 10 louers.' 
* Syr/ quod Gerames, 1 1 thanke you of the honoure Gerames, in spite 

of his age, 

and gret trust that ye haue in me / how be it, ye haue 
20 many other more sage and hardy than I am, too whom 
this 11 charge sholde better aperteyne thaw to me. But, 
s/r, as for me, I shall so aquy te me that I trust I shall promises to do ail 

he can. 

not be reprehendyd.' Thus, as ye haue herde, Huon 
-24 made his deuyses amonge all his barons / and made all 
his ordynaunces for the defence of the cyte and the 
maner of theyr yssues, 12 and apoyntyd men for theyr 
rescue in reculynge. And themperour was entred in to 
28 the countre of Burdeux with a 13 grete puyssaunce, 18 

byrnynge and dystroyenge the countre, wher of the The Emperor 

burns and 

poore peple were sore abasshed, bycause they neuer destroys ail the 

. n , „ ,, * _ country he pusses 

had warre before / 8 thus themperour neuer restyd through, 
32 exilynge 14 & destroyenge the countre tyll they came 

1 well. a for. 8 and. 4 Fol. lxxvi. col. 2. 
6 deere. 0 in. 7 that. 8-8 omitted. 
9 ~ 9 euill report 10 their. u great 12 issuing. 
13-13 mightte armie. 14 wasting. 
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until ho urrtTM before the cite of Burdeux and theyr he pyght vp h'8 

before the city of 

Bordeaux, tentes and pauylyons / and themperoure lay on the waye 
encamp*, ledynge to Parys / on the other parte duke Sauarey, 

father to Raoull, was lodgyd by themperours marahalles / 4 
so that all the cyte was closyd rownde aboute. Huon, 
who was within the cyte, behelde theyr countenaunces 
and maner of theyr lodgynge. He coromaundyd that 
all his men eholde be redy to yssue out vpon 1 thei£ 8 
Huon prepares hu enemyes / the whiche they dyd. Than Huon armed 

men for a sortie. 

hym 2 rychely / and mountyd vpon his good horse, the 
whiche was the emperours / and sware that, or 8 he 
returnyed agayne, he wolde shew his enemyes what 12 
they of Burdeux coude do / whan he was mountyd on 
his good horse he cam in to the cyte, and foundo 
the old Gerames redy aparelyd and 4 all his company. 
Than he ordaynyd 5 .v. M. men to kepe the cyte, & 16 
Twenty thousand ,xx. M. 6 to go with hym / thus duke Huon made his 

are ordered to 

follow him. ordenaunces. ye may well know 7 that the sorow was 
great that Esclaramounde made for the duke her hus- 
bonde / she was ryght sage. 8 she feryd to lese hym, 20 
bycause she knew hym so aduenturus / and that his 
enemyes were of so grete nombre / 9 ryght peteously 
Esdaramonde wepynge she made her prayers to our 10 lorde god 
pray* or ler ^euoutly h e wo lde kepe, and defende Huon, her 24 
husbonde, & all hys men fro daunger & losse, & to 
sende hym peace. 11 



% Of the grete batayle 
deux, where as Huon 
olde Gerames taken. 

1 Fol. Ixxvi. back, col. 1. 
* with. 6 appoynted. 
8 wise. » but 10 the 



that was before Bur- 
had grete losse & the 28 
Capitido .Lxxxxix. 

f selfe verie. 8 ere. 
6 men. 7 imagine 
n with his enemies. 
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[us, as he haue herde, Burdeux was be- 
seged by themperour of 2 hye Almaynes, 
& by bys brother the duke Sauary, with 
a grete nombre of men. Than Huon 
yssuyd out, and whan he was past the 
porte, he made haste, to thentent to surpryce his 
enemy es, for at that tyme themperour was set at dyner. 
8 Than Huorc & his company all at ones dasht in amonge Huon and hi* 

company take tlie 

the tenter and pauylyons / and bet them downe to y e beeiegert by 
erthe, so that they that were within were sore 8 abasshed, ""^'k^ 
for they had 4 thought 6 that Huon durst neuer a* 

12 yssued out of the cyte .agaynst hym, and the great 

nombre that he was of. Huon layde on rounde aboute and fight with 
hym so that who so euer met with hym had no nede of 
7 leche 7 craft. Also the olde Gerames dyd meruaylles, 

16 and so dyd the Burdeloys. many a ryche tent and The tent» were 

* * beaten down, end 

pauylyon was beten downe 4 to y* erthe, 8 and they within their inmatee 

eleln. 

slayne and all to hewyn. 9 Huon, who was mountyd on 
his 10 good horse, met with 4 a knyght of themperours 

20 house, and he gaue hym suche a stroke with his sword 
that he claue his hede to the teth / and than 11 strake 
another that his hede / helme & al, flew to the erth. they 
that sawe that stroke was sore abasshed. Themperoures 

24 men assembled togyther by heepes. But by the hye 12 
prowess of Huon anone they were agayne departyd / 
18 he was so doughtyd and feryd that none was so hardy 
to aproche nere 4 to 4 hym. The crye and noyce mountyd 

28 so hye that the emperour, who was 4 as than 4 at 4 hys 4 The Emperor is 
dyner, whan he herde the 14 crye he rose fro the table, dinner, 
and demaundyd what noyse it was. ' Syr,' quod a le *7 t B h th * 
knyght, who was fled and sore hurt / 'str, know for disturbance that 

" be hear* from 

32 trouth that your enemye Huon is issuyd oute of Bur- afar. 

1 Fol. lxxvi. back, col. 2. 8 the. 3 much. 
* omitted. 6 verily. e haue. T "~ 7 a leches. 

• ground. 9 and. 10 a. 11 he. 
m mightie. « for. 14 them. 
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deux, and hathe done so myche 1 that he hathe slayne 
a quarter of 2 all 2 your hoost, and without that ye doo 
rescue your men 3 shortely, your losse is lyke to he ryght 4 
grete, 6 for I haue sene Huon your enemy mouwtyd 4 
vpon your good hors, wheron he doth gret meruaylles / 
for there is none that meteth 2 with 2 hym hut 2 that 2 
6 is slayne, he is so cruell and hardy.' whan themperour 
herde the knyght he swet for displeasure ; 7 incontynent 8 
Th« Emperor he armed hym / and issued out of his tent and mountyd 
and ordew hu on his horse / and founde his men redy. Than he saw 
men to the onset |j uon moun t;yd on his good horse / than 8 he sayd to 

his men, ' Syrs, I requyre you at this tyme put to your 1 2 
paynes that I may he reuengyd of myne enemye, who 
"before my face yonder sleeth 9 my men. he is so 
valyauwt that whom so euer he stryketh with a full 
stroke is hut deed / gret domage it was whan he slew 16 
He promises that my neuew. 10 who so euer can delyuer hym to me 
land shall be quycke or deed shalbe my frende for euer, and I shall 11 
warrior* who slays shew hym y e courtesy / that Esclaramond, who is so 
the knight. fayre, I shall gyue her to 12 hym in maryage, & all the 20 
countre 13 of Burdeux.' 

U Than suche as herde his promyse made them 
redy for H couytes 14 of that gyft. But sum hastyd so 
_^ myche to acomplysh themporours wyll that it was to 24 
— late after for them to repent. It is a 16 saynge that 
There is much an yll haste is not good /sum hastyd so sore 16 that 
promised &iOs. after 17 hought it full 18 dcre, as ye shall 19 here, after 

these wordes spoken hy the emperour, suche as desyTyed 28 
to accomplyshe his wyll ran in all togyther in to the 
hatayle agaynst the Burdoloys / there was grete occy- 
syon 20 on hoth partes. Huon, who had grete desyre in 
his hert to slee his enemyes / dyd so myche hy hys 32 

1 hurt. 2 - 2 omitted. 8 verie. * exceeding. 
6 Fol. Ixxvii. col. 1. 8 he. 7 and. 8 whereon. 
8 killeth. 10 nephewes. 11 will. 12 vnto. 13 Court. 

the couetousness. 16 an old. 16 much. 
17 afterwardes. 18 too. 19 heare. 20 slaughter made. 
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prowes that he reculyd his enemyes to theyr tentes / bat Huon is as 

mighty as ever. 

& it had been yll with them, & 1 duke Sauary had not 
rescued them / he with his grete prowes made them to 
4 recouer agayne the felde / 2 there was a sore batayle on 
both partes. The olde Gerames that day slewe many a oid Gerames also 

fights with 

man. But he aduenturyd hym selfe so far forth strength, 
amonge his enemyes / that his horse was slayne vnder although his 

° J ' J horse is killed 

8 hym / so that he was s constreynyd to fall to the erth / under him, 
and there 4 he was taken & led to themperours tent, and and *»• *• ***** 



gret fetters set 5 on 6 his legges. Alas that Huon had 
not knowen therof ; if he had, he shold not haue ben 

12 led away without grete losse. But he was in y* batayle 
doyng meruelles in armes. he helde his sworde in his 
hande tayntyd with blood and braynes of men that he 
had slayne / there was none so hardy that durst aproch 

16 nere to 7 hym / he cryed 8 'Burdeux' to draw his men 



place, for none durst abyde his strokes / 9 the prease 
20 was so grete of the men of duke Sauareys that he had 
gret payne to breke in among them, he fought so 
that he semyd rather a man of the fayrye or a speryt 
than a mortall man / euery man had grete meruayle of His prowess is 

marvellous. 

24 the prowes that he shewed 10 & his company. Than cam 
agaynst hym y e olde duke Sauary, with a byrnynge 
desyre too be reuenged for the deth of his son Eaoull ; 
and Huon pareeyued hym well, and made suche hast 

28 that the duke had no leyser to gyue the fyrst stroke / 

for Huon gaue hym suche a stroke with his sworde He unhorses at 

% one blow Duke 

that he cut clene of a quarter of his shylde, & y e stroke savary, who 
gleynt 11 to the horse necke by suche vertue that it strake for his BonT*" 

death. 

32 of clene the horse hede / so that there by the duke fell 
to the erth / and yf he hadde not ben well socouryd he 

1 if. 8 and. 8 Fol. Ixxvii. col. 2. 4 then. 
6 clapt 6 vpon. 7 vnto. 8 still. 9 Now. 
10 shewed after company. 11 glyded. 
CHARL. ROM. VIII. T 



prisoner. 




hottest. 
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[Ca. xcix. 



He would hart 
been slain, had 
he not been 
succoured by hie 



Hoon psrosires 
that his men are 
outnumbered, 



and retires to 
Bordeaux. 



Sixteen thousand 
of his soldiers 
were left dead 
upon the field. 



While retreating, 
Hoon kills a 
cousin of the 
Emperor, and 
four German 
knights. 



The Emperor 
with his barons 
attacks him, 



had been slayne / but there came to hym so many men, 
that whether Huon wolde or not he was socouryd / and 
mountyd vpon a new horse / whan Huon sawe that he 
was scapyd, he called vpon our lorde god, and sayd, 4 
' A, good lorde, yf I tary here longe I se well that my 
force shall but lytell profyte me, for there be .xx. 
agaynst one.' Than he called certen of his lordes that 
were aboute hym, & sayd, ' Syre, I perseyue well our 8 
fofce can not longe con ty new 1 / therfore it is better 2 
departe betyme* than to 8 tary to longe.' 'Syr,' quod 
they, ' as it shall please you ' / 4 than they tournyd them 
towards Burdeux a soft pace / and Huon dyd / as the 12 
sheparde doth go behynde his shepe / so wente he with 
his sworde in his hande / defending his company fro 
his enemy es, 6 sorowfull & angry for the losse that he 
had that day, for in the mornynge whan he departyd 16 
from Burdeux he had a .xx. M. of good fyghtinge men, 
& at his retourne he saw well he had not past 6 .iiii. M., 
wherwith he was sore displeasyd / & often tymes by 
the way turnyd & returnyd to his enemyes. At last he 20 
met with a knyght named Jozerane, & gaue hym suche 
a stroke that he fell downe deed to y - erth, wherof 
themperour Tyrrey was sore dyspleasyd / for he was his 
cosyn germayne ; & after 7 he slew other .iiii. knyghtes 24 
of Almayne. Than he returnyd agayne after hys men, 
& so led them forth 8 as the shepharde doth his shepe / 
& often tymes tournyd & retournyd vpon his enemyes, 
so that there was none so hardy that durst aproche nere 28 
hym / therwttn thyther came themperour rychely armed 
with y" armes imperyall, 10 mountyd vpon a puyssaunt 
horse. Than he cryed, ' on forth, my barons / take 
hede that this traytoure Huon scape not away / yf I 32 
maye haue hym in my handes / all the golde in the 



1 endure. 2 to. 3 Fol. lxxvii. back, col. 1. * so. 
6 right. 8 abouc. 7 that 8 still 
• omitted, 10 and. 
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worlde shall not redeme hym fro hanginge.' Huon, 
who herd the emperour, sayd, 'A, false olde lepar, 1 
thou lyest falsly, I was neuer traytour.' Than them- 

4 perour ranne at Huon, & stroke hym on the shylde, and 
stroke it clene thro we, and the spore broke all to peces. 
And Huon with his sworde stroke themperour on the 
helme, so that the serkell set with stone & perle was 

8 betten to the erth. *yf the horse had not swaruyd, 
themperour had neuer* scapyd alyue; neuertheles, the 
stroke lyght so on his shulder that y e sword persyd the and u tor* 

wounded by 

mayle and gaue hym a depe wounde; & forther, y* Huon. 

12 sworde dissendyd to y* arson 4 of the sadell, so that the 
hors 6 was stryken nye a sounder in two peces / * so 
that 6 themperour & the horse fell downe 7 togyther 8 to 
y - erth 8 / so that & 9 he had not ben rescued by y* 

16 Almayns he had ben slayn. Huon was sorie when he 
saw the Emperour so scapyd with his life; than he 
tournyd and rode towardes Burdeaux after his men, who 
tarryed still for hym, and Huon dyd so myche by hys Under Huon'e 

_ *** * * protecting care, 

20 prowes that for all themperour & his men he entred in hie men reach 

Bordeaux in 

to his cyte of Burdeux. But as than he knew not that safety, 
the olde Gerames was taken prisoner. 10 Thus, as ye 
haue herd, duke Huon entred in to Burdeux with 
24 .iiii. M. men, of whome y - moost parte were sore hurte / 
he rode to the palays & there alyghtyd. Than he lokyd 
aboute hym, & was sore abasshed whan he saw not He ie saddened 

J 1 to hear of 

Gerames by hym / than he demaundyd yf any man Qeramee' fate, 
28 knew where he was. ' Syr/ quod a knyght named 
Gallerance, ' know for trouthe 11 he is taken prysoner, & 
is in the handes of your enemyes / for to haue aydyd 
hym I was woundyd in thre places, & nerehande 
32 slayne. I employed my force to haue socouryd hym, 
but I coude fynde no remedy ' / whan Huon herd that / 

1 dotard. 1 and. 8 not. 4 bow. 
6 Fol. Ixxvii. back, col. 2. 6 the. T to the ground. 
*-« omitted. 9 if. 10 so. 11 that. 
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he prasyd gretly Gerames force & vertue, & gretly cora- 
pleynyd & sayd, ' alas that I had not knowen of his 
takynge, or 1 1 had 2 returnyd I wolde soner haue dyed / 
but at the leest I wold haue taken sum man suffecyewt 4 
and pitooni is his to a 8 redemyd hym agayne out of daunger.' A pyteous 4 
thynge it was to here duke Huon what sorow he made 
for his frende Gerames / but his compleyntes coude not 
auayle hym / his lordes sayd, 'syr, 8 with goddes grace 5 8 
ye shal haue hym agayne saue & alyue.' ' Syrs,' quod 
Huon, 'it shall be a grete aduenture without they 
put hym to deth.' Than Huon mountyd vp to the 
palays, where as he met Esclaramond his wyfe / whom 12 
he kyssyd & embraced many tymes. ' Syr/ quod y # 
Hnon tolls hu lady, 'I pray you shew me of yowr newes.' 'Lady/ 
tidings, quod Huon, ' they be but pore & dolowrus, for of .xx. 

M. men that I had with me 6 out of this cyte, I haue 16 
brought home alyue but .iiii. M., and yet the moost parte 
of them is 7 sore woundyd / and besyde that, 2 the olde 
Gerames is taken prisoner, who hath suffred before this 
tyme so many paynes & trauaylles for my sake.* • A, 8 20 
she begs him syr,' qnod y* lady, sore wepynge / ' I had rather ye had 
her brother, beleued me, and that ye had gone and sought for 
socoure of my brother / who wolde not a 8 fay lied you / 
he 9 wolde a 8 come with you with so myche people and 24 
puyssaunce that themperour sholde not a 8 durst to 8 
abyden you.' 'Dame/ 10 quod Huon, 'speke no more 
hot he declares he therof / for tl^e losse of as myche as .x. cytyes be in 

will not abandon 

the city. valure I wolde not haue gone thether nor too none 28 

other parte for any socoure, nor yet wyll not tyll I se 
me sorer 11 oppressyd than I am as yet / I myght well 
be reputyd for a coward and recreaunt thus to aban- 
done my cyte / I had rather be dysmembred in to peces 32 
than for fere I sholde leue you / it sholde 12 be gretly to 

1 ere. 2 omitted. 8 haue. 4 lamentable. 
6 by the grace of god. 6 Fol. lxxviii. col. 1. 7 be. 
8 Alas. 9 but. 10 Madame. 11 more. 12 would. 
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my reproche in the courtes of hye prynces, and whan I 
com there to be markyd with the fynger for that grete 
defaulted * Syr/ quod Esclarainonde, * your pleasure is 

4 myne, syn 1 ye wyll haue it so / but I am ryght sorye 2 
for the olde Gerames, who is prysoner in y* tentes of 
yowr enemyes / who hath suffred for your sake many 
grete paynes & pouertyes. I cannot be but sory whan 

8 I remembre hym.* 'Dame/ 3 quod Huon, 'as yet 
Gerames is not deed. I hope, by the grace of our lorde Huon hope* to 

rescue Genunei 

god, that we shall haue hym agayne alyue.' 'Syr/ 
quod she, 'I pray to god 1 it may be so/ Now let vs 
12 leue spekynge of Huon, and speke of themperour, who 
lay sore hurt on the erth. 

% How themperour reasyd vp a payre of 
galowes to hang vp the olde Gerames and 
16 all the Burdeloys that were taken prysoners. 



MMmt0y themperour Tyrrey, whom he left 
C^^^^ lyenge on 6 y e erth, and had ben slayno 
and 7 his men had not quyckely rescued hym. 8 his The Germane 

And the Empcroi 

24 men were sorowfull, 9 they feryd he had ben deed, & aoreiy wounded, 
vniasyd his helme, & was ryght ioyfull whan they 
founde hym alyue. Thaw they demaundyd & sayd, 
4 sir, we desyre you shew vs what case ye fele yourself 

28 in/ 4 Svts/ quod he, 4 1 am sore hurt, wherby I fele 
gret payne ; this enemye Huon hath brought me in this 
case. I was foolyshly counselled whan I cam hyther to and he regrets 

his departure 

seke for hym, for yf I had taryed styl at Mayenco, I fromMayenoe. 

1 that 2 sorowful. 5 Madame. 
4 Fol. lxxviii. col. 2. 6 alredy. 6 vpon. 7 if. 
8 now. 9 for. 



Capitulo .C. 




E haue well 5 herde here before re- 
countyd how Huon entred in to Bur- 
deux after he hadde betten downe 
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beleue to do me displeasure he wolde haue come 
thether / syrs, I praye you bere me in to my tent that 
my wounde may be serchyd ' / tban he was borne in to 
Hb wound his tent & vnarmed / & layd on 1 his bed, & he sownyd 4 

canece him much 

dolour. thryse for paine of his hurt. And whan he cam to 

hym selfe, & his woundes 2 serchyd by his surgyons / 
he demaundyd where y e knyghte* of Burdeux were that 

Thtknighu were taken in y e batayle, & commaundyd 8 tiiat they 8 

taken in battle J J / * 

•re ordered into sholde be brought to his presence / Gerames was 

ht« presence. 

brought before hym, who was gret & puyssaunt, with a 
— berde as why te as snow ; he was a fayre olde knyght to 
beholde / his vysage playne & smylynge, he semyd to 12 
be a man of hye affayres / whan y* emperowr saw hym / 
he sayd, ' thou old catyue, shew me what thou art / 
Genunee comes beware, 4 shewe me the trouth ' / ' str/ quod Gerames, 

before him end 

telle hie condition, 'know well that for fere of any deth I wyll 8 not spare 16 
to say y e trouthe / syn ye wyl 6 know what I am, I am 
named Gerames, & am Huons seruaunt, whom I loue 
naturally, & also I am his parent, 7 wherby I haue y e 
more cause to loue hym / & I haue slayne dyuers of 20 
your men. 1 ' Well/ quod the emperour, « I repute the 

The Emperor wde f 0 r a foole to cyue me thys knowlege / for, by the 

him be hanged 

early the next grace of 8 our lord Jesu Cryst, 8 tomorow erlye, or* I ete 
a?^o7hUi iUl or 10 drynke, thou shalt be drawen and hangyd / and 24 
company. jx. of thy company that were taken wttA thee in the 
batayle.' 4 Syr/ quod Gerames, 4 of this that y* shew me 
I can 11 you no thanke for it / but I hope, by the ayde 
Geramea defies hie 0 f * 2 our lorde 12 Jesu Cryst, that I shall do you 12 yet 12 28 
captor. domage or 9 1 dye/ ' A, velayne/ quod themperour, 

'gret meruayle I haue of the that thus before me u & 
my barons 12 thou dost rse 18 thretnynges / and yet thou 
seest 12 clerely 12 how thou art my prysoner, and {bat it 32 

1 vpon. 2 were. 8 demaunded. 4 and. 

6 shall. 6 needs. 7 kinsman. God. 9 ere. 
i° Fol. lxxviU. back, col 1. 11 giue. omitted. 
» these. 
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lyeth in me to put the to what deth it please me / 
know for trouth, & l it were not so late of y« day as it 
is, I wolde not suffer the to lyue one houre. But or 2 I Directions for 
4 slepe I shall cause 3 gybettes and 8 galowes to be made gSiows ne«r*the 
where as thou and thy company shalbe hanged / and I t% gksi£ aight " 
shall cause the to be hangyd so nere to the cyte / that 
yf Huon be so nere a kynne to the as thou sayest, he 
8 wyll shew how well he loueth the / he maye haue grete 
doloure whan before his iyen he shall se his cosyn and 
his men hanged / and than after 4 I wyll assay le the The Emperor 
cyte / and take it parforce, so that than Huon in any Hum ulnib 7 

12 wyse shall not scape out of my handes, & so to be Border. 10 bam 
hanged with other / and the fayre Esclaramonde shalbe 
brynt or condempnyd to pryson / and than I wyll 
byrne all the cyte and dystroy it dene.' * Syr/ quod 

16 Gerames, 'ye may say your pleasure, but in the 
doynge is all the mater* / 8 whan themperour saw that — 
Gerames doughtyd not the deth, he was sore abasshed. 
Than he cowimaundyd incontynent galowes to be reysyd 

20 vp so gret to hange theron the .lx. 6 prysoners, and to 
be set on a lytell rocke nere to the cyte of Burdeux, 
to thentent that Huon and his men myght se them 
playne / therby to abasshe them / the whiche was Thegaiiowt 

are set up, 

24 done / so the mater restyd tyll 7 the next day in the 
mornynge. And whan it was day Huon within y e cyte 
rose and came to hys palays, and regardyd out at the and Huon espies 

them from his 

wyndowes to se and beholde the 8 host of his enemyes / psiace. 
28 and as he stode he spyed the new galowes stondynge 
on y* rocke. Than he callyd his lordes, and sayd / 
' Syrs, neuer beleue / but yonder galowes that I se new He points them 

J ^ ft out to his lords, 

reysyd is for none other entent but 9 to hang theron 
32 my men that be taken, & my 10 frende Gerames, wherof 
I am 11 sorowf all. Therfore, syrs, quykely make you redy 

* If. * ere. *-» a. « wardea. 6 &. 
• fortie. . 7 vntill. 1 Fol. lxxviii. back, col. 2. 
• for. 10 good. 11 verie. 
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and urges them 
to follow him to 
the rescue. 



Seven thousand 
men are armed. 



and mount on 1 your horses / for or 2 they be hangyd 
•we wyll proue our selfe against them / loke 8 to the host 
warde 3 & se whan they be commynge 4 to y e galowes 
warde 4 / & whan ye se them be redy on horsbacke, & 4 
y e gate open, that we may issue out all at ones / & let 
vs neuer thynke to returne tyll 5 we haue rescued our 
men / for I thynke 6 neuer to returne in to this cyte tyll 5 
I haue delyueryd them out of y e hande* of our enemyea* 8 
Than they armed them a 7 vii. M. by tale of good men 
of armes, well horsyd, redy at y e gate to departe whan 
tyme cam. Now we wyl leue spekinge of Huon / & 
speke of themperour. 12 



The condemned 
knights are tied 
together in 
couples on the 
following day. 



Gerames weeps, 
and prays to Ood 
to have mercy ou 
their souls. 



H How Huon issued out of Burdeux & rescued 
the old Gerames and his company, whom 
themperour wolde haue hanged. 

Capt. .Ci. 16 

Hemperour, who had grete desyre that 
Gerames & his company were hanged / 
caused them to be brought forth by 
couples, one fast tyed to another, and 20 
Gerames 9 the formest / who then ryght 
tenderly began to wepe when he saw 
hymselfe in that case / 'A, good lord/ quod he, 'I 
requyre the haue mercy on our soules, & kepe & 24 
defende my good lord duke Huon / who by y* co7n- 
maundement of kyng Oberon shold gyue me his duchy, 
and he to haue kyng Oberons dygnyte of y* fayre after 
foure yere passed / I can not say what fortune wyl fal / 28 
but I may wel say that I shall neuer come to greter 
honour / yet I am comforted in that I am so olde 10 & 
hoore; 10 it is good reason that I be content to haue lyued 




vppon. 



ere. 



3-3 toward es the Hoaste. 



*~ 4 toward the gallowes. 
8 Fol. lxxix. col. 1. 



* vntill. 
9 was. 



purpose. * aboute. 
io-io omitted. 
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so longe / it is now 1 good 1 tyme that I departe out of 
this worlde.' Then themperour called to 2 hym a 
knyght / & sayd, 'sir Othon, I wyl that incontynent ye The Emperor bid* 

Sir Otho direct 

4 take thre .M. men, & take these prysoners & hange them the hanging, with 
vp all vpon the galowes that were made yester nyght Sen! th0tt,aud 
late / & if it be so that Huon yssue out, loke that ye 
quyte your selfe valyauntly / & yf ye 3 nede of ony 

8 ayde, take my home and blowe it, for I haue redy a 
poynted .x. M. men to socoure you yf nede be* / when 
Othon herde themperour he was ryght sory to haue that sir otho was of 

, , , , . dlstantkinto 

4 commission 4 / for in his youth he was brought vp in Huon, and 
12 the house of duke Seuyn, father to Huon, & soni what commLeion.* 
ho was of his kyn, but as then he had slayne a man, 
wherfore he fled fro Burdeux, & came & serued them- 
perour at Mayence / wherfore he was 5 wo and 8 sorowfull 
16 to haue that commyssyon. Then he sayd to themperour, 

'syr, me thynke ye do yll to cause them to dye so Hepieadewith 

' the Emperor for 

hastly, better it were to abyde to se what endo your delay, 
warre wyl come vnto / and also yf it fortune that any of 

20 your lordes to be taken here after / for one of theym ye 
myght recouer hym agayne / and yf ye slee theym / and 6 
yf ony of 7 youre barons happe to be taken, they shall 
dye of lyke deth / and therfore, syr, yf ye wyl byleue 

24 me ye shall forbere sleynge of them at this tyme / and, 
8vr > yf y e gy ue me lysence / I shall doo so moche to 
duke Huon / that for the offence that he hath done to 2 »nd promises that 

Huon irill make 

you he shall make 8 amendes at youre 9 pleasure, and he him amends for 
28 shal go to 2 some holy pylgrymage to praye for the soules nephews, 
of your nephewes and other of youre lordes that he hathe 
slayne / and he to haue with hym two hondred men 
in theyr shyrtes, and so to go to the holy sepulture at 
32 his owne charge and coste / and he to holde of you all 
his londes, and to doo you homage. 1 Then the lordes 

1 ~ 1 omitted. 2 vnto. 3 haue. 4 — 4 - euill office. 
*-* right. e then. 7 Fol. lxxix. col. 2. 8 you. 
9 owne. 
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Th« Emperor*! 
lord* approve 
8ir Otho's 
counsel; 



bat the Emperor 
burau into a rage, 



and swears all 
who plead for a 
respite of the 
lives of Huon's 
men shall die 
forthwith. 



Othois agam 
ordered to 
despatch 
and the rest, 



and he departs 
to work the 
Emperor's will. 



that were there present all with one voyce said to 1 the 
emperour, 'Syr, the counsell that syr Othon hath gyuen 1 
you is worthy to be byleued ; we al agree ther to, and 
desyre yon so to doo/ 8 when the emperonre herde theym 4 
he was sorowfull and sore dyspleased. 4 Syr,' quod 
Othon, ' ye may surely knowe yf ye hange any of them 
that be taken / yf Huon happe to take any of your men, 
he shal neuer scape vnhangyd and drawen.' When the 8 
emperour hadde herde Othon speke he was soo troubled, 
& angry that it semed by his face that for 3 pure yre 8 
he was nye 4 in a rage, and sayd / ' beholde, syrs, this 
foole, who wolde let me to take vengeauwce on them 12 
that so sore hath troubled me / he hath herde me or 5 
this tyme swere and make solempne promyse that I 
wold neuer returne in to my countre tyll I hadde 
hanged and drawen Huon of Burdeux / for, by the 16 
lorde that made me to his semylytude, I knowe noo 
man this day, though he were neuer so nere a kynne to 
me, excepte myne owne brother / but I shal make hym 
to be slayne yf he speke any more to me for respytynge 20 
of theyr lyues / nor I shall neuer loue hym / for I 
make a vowe to oure lorde god that I wyll neuer 
returne in to my countre tyll 6 I haue taken 7 this cite 
parforce.' * Syr/ quod Othon, ' syn 8 it is your pleasure, 24 
I shall speke no more therof / but I byleue it wyll be 
longe here after or 9 ye fynde ony that wyll be glad to 
do youre pleasure.' ' Othon/ quod themperour / ' dys- 
patch the mater and reuenge me vpon the old Gerames 28 
and vpon all his company ' / ' syr/ quod Othon, ' it is 
conuenyent that I doo it> syn 8 it is your pleasure ' / then 
without ony more wordes he departed & toke Gerames 
& the other prysonere, and wente with them towardes 32 
the galowes. Gerames went before with the halter 

1 vnto. 8 but *— 3 verie anger. 4 neerehand. 
• ere. e vntill. r Fol. lxxix. back, col. 1. 
8 seeing. 9 before. 
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aboute his necke, sore wepynge, and all his company 
after hym ; so at the last they came to the place of 
execucion / then 1 y* ladders were set vp / *then the 
4 hangman came to 3 Gerames, & sayd / 'come on, thou The hangman 

"* rudely accosts 

olde dottarde, thou hast lyued lohge ynough / thou the old Gumma*, 
shalt no more se hym whom thou louest so well / but 2 
I hope shortely he shall bere the company wauynge in 
8 the wynde ' / when Gerames herde hym / he behelde 
hym fyersly, and sayd, ' A, thou vnhappy vyllayne, yf 
one of my handis were lose thou sholdest neuer se fayre 
day more / how arte thou so hardy to say or to thinke 

12 so 4 vylayn wordes 4 of the best and moost valyauntes 
knyght that is now lyuynge ' ? / then Othon came to 
them / and 5 herde how the hangman 6 reuiled Gerames / 
& 6 sayd, 'a, thou 7 false rybaude, 7 thynkest thou not that otho reproaches 

16 this knyght hathe ynough to suffre / though thou doest his wickedness, 
not reuyle him ? / yf thou 8 were in that poynt 9 tliat they 
be in, and they in the cyte of Burdeux, thou woldest 
soone repente thy 10 wordes ' / & therwith he lyfte vp a 

20 staffe that he had in his hande, and strake the hang and strikes him 
man ther with that he fell downe to the erthe, and 11 9 ° nlJ ' 
sayd, 'A, thou false thefe, do thyne offyce, and speke no 
wordes ' / then 12 the hangman durst speke no more ; u 

24 then he toke Gerames by y e halter that was aboute his Gerames mounts 

J J the ladder with a 

necke, & so mounted vpon the ladder, and Gerames naiter about his 

neck. 

after hym / who 14 made pyteous complayntes for Huon 
his good lorde / the same tyme that Gerames mounted 
28 vpon the fyrst steppe of the ladder, they witAin the 

cyte vpon the walles perceyued it, & sawe clerely 15 that Huon's lords 

" A *v perceive him 

without the prysoners were shortly 16 rescued / theyr from the citj 
lyues were lost, then they sayd to Huon / ' syr, yf ye 
32tary any lenger your men shall be all hanged, for 

1 where. 2 and. 8 vnto. *~ 4 villainous a word. 
6-6 hearing the hangman how he. 9 he. 
7 base slaue. 8 thy Bel fe. 9 case. 10 saucie. 
then he. 12 whereupon. 18 but. 
M FoL lxxix. back, ooL 2. 16 euidently. 18 speedily. 
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and Huon 
recognizes hii old 
Mend in direst 
peril. 

He bids his lords 
follow bim to the 
rescue, 



and seven 
thousand fighting 
men issue from 
the city gates. 



Huon slays tne 
hangman at one 
blow. 



Gerames leares 
the ladder. 

A fierce battle 
takes place. 



yonder we se one of them is mouratyd vpon the ladder, 
who hath a berd as whyte as 1 snow.' when Huon herd 
that he was sore dyspleased, & sayd / ' a, good lord, I 
knowe suerly 2 it is my true frende Gerames vthom 4 
they wolde fyrst put to dethe / therfore, syrs, 3 quyckly 
let vs yssu out at the gate / for, yf Gerames be not 
quyckly 4 socoured, the tray tours wyli put hym to deth ; 
but, yf 2 I may come tyme ynough, it 5 shall be derely 8 
solde to them therwttA.' 6 Huon, with .vii. M. fyght- 
ynge men yssued out at the gate so fyersly that the 
erthe semed to synke 7 vnder them / theyr horses 
made such brute 8 / and so within a shorte space by a 12 
preuy 9 way they cam to the place where as the galowes 
were 10 / Huon was the fyrst that aryued there / 11 he 
aduysed 11 well the hangman that sholde haue hanged 
Gerames / he 12 gaue hym suche a stroke with his spere' 16 
that he ran hym 13 clene 13 through, so that he fell of M 
the ladder 13 starke 18 deed ; so was Gerames reuenged of 
the inurye that he had done to hym before, then Huon 
sayd, 'Gerames, come 15 of the ladder and arme you in 20 
some harneys 16 of them that shall be here slayne* / 
Gerames thanked our lorde god & cam downe the 
ladder, and then thyder came Huons company, who 
untyed all the other prysoners / then 13 there 18 began a 24 
sore batayle / the Almaynes wolde not flye / 17 Huon 17 
cryed to them, & said, ' ye false traytours, youre dethes 
is 18 Juged ; dere shall be solde to you the offence that ye 
haue done to 19 me when ye wolde slee thus my men with 28 
so vylayne 20 a dethe / better it had ben for you to haue 
ben at Mayence 21 hyden in the lappes of your wenches 22 
and loueM.' when they vnderstode Huow, anone they 

1 the. 1 that 3 I requyre you. 4 presently. 
6 his perill. 6 Hereupon. 7 groane. 8 a thundering. 
9 secret. 10 stood. u ~ u and he marked. 13 and. 
13—is omitted. l * from. 15 downe. 18 armour. 
17-17 the which Huon seeing. 18 are. 19 vnto. 
20 villainous. » Fol. Uxx. col, 1. 28 mothers. 
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knewe hym, wherof they were sore abasshed / then 

Huon mette with a knyght of Almayn, and ranne hym Haon fights with 

clene through, and so he serued thre other / then he vigour. tonary 

4 drewe his swerde wher with he dyd grete nieruayles / 
for or 1 he seased he slewe .xiiii. and also his men dyd 
meruaylles in armes / so that within a shorte space the 
Almaynes were dyscomfyted, so that none scaped a ofauthe 

8 waye a lyue excepte syr Othon, who valyauntly de- only sir otho ' 
fended hymselfe / but, when he sawe that his force wcapwialive - 
wolde not helpe hym, he yelded hym selfe to Huon, 
and gaue hym his swerde, and cryed hym mercy, and 
12 sayde / 'syr, I requyre 2 you slee me not, but haue He begs Huon 

have mercy upon 

pyte of 8 me / for 4 I promyse you faythfully that Mm. 
agaynste my wyll I came hyther, but I was forced so 
to do by the emperour; and, fyrst, I desyred respyte 
1C 6 for them, 6 6 so moche that the emperour was sore dys- 
pleased with me. I entreated for a peace to haue ben 
had 7 bytwene you and hym, but my wordes coade not 
profyte. 8 syr, I am your kynsman, and was brought He claims kinship 

* ... with him. 

20 vp in duke Seuyn, your faders house, and there I 
serued a mayster who dyd bete me, and when I felte my 
selfe stronge and of age, I was dyspleased that he dyde 
bete me 9 without 10 cause / 4 1 slew hym and fledde 

24 away, and came to Mayence, & euer syn I haue serued 
the emperoure who is come hyther to besyege you.' 
' Frende/ quod Huon, ' fere not your deth, but I pray Haon promisee 
you fro hens forth ayde and serue me as ye ought to do Jui j^himfor* 

28 to your carnall 11 frende* / 'syr,' quod Othon, 'god thefulure * 
shame me yf I do the contrary / but I shall serue you sir otho consents 
truly as longe as lyfe is in my body ' / then Huon came ail ume. U °" ° r 
to y e fote of y* ladder, where as he founde Gerames as 

32 then not vntyed / Huon kyssed and embrased hym 
oftentymes, and sayd, ' ryght dere frende, I am ryght 

1 ere. * beseech. 8 on. 4 and. 6 omitted. 
9 In. 7 made. 8 preuaile. 9 so. 
10 a. 11 louing. 
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Haon oongrata- glad at my horte when I se you 1 hole of body ' / then he 
hit escape, wente to the other, and loased them, and vnbounde theyr 
and bid. aii Dm eyen, and sayd, 4 Syrs, arme 2 you all 2 with the harneys 
he freeM^anT of them that be deed / for a man that is armed hath 8 4 
thTrop^rof 1 aduantage afore 4 other that be not so ,fi / it was nedeful 
has ■Sin? n * h# for them to be armed, god defende them from yll 6 / for 
anone after they had so meruaylons a rencounter that 
they had neuer 7 none suche 7 before / for the other .x. 8 
thousande men came to reuenge them that were deed / 
they wente 8 to haue come tyme ynoughe / but they 
fayled, for they came to late / for 9 Huon had taken of 
all them theyr truage. When Huon saw that he had 12 
done that 10 he came for / he returned hym towardes 
a second band or the cyte / but he was soo pursued that he was nere sur- 
the French while prysed and stopped fro entrynge in to the cyte / when 
Bordeaux? Huon saw his enemyes comyng he cryed a hye 11 to his 16 
me?*, 12 and sayde, 12 4 Syrs, let vs turne vpon them that 
cometh 13 to vs warde 18 / to y' entent that they shall not 
make theyr auauntes that they haue caused vs to flye 
They tarn about awaye before them 9 / then he and all his men returned 20 
and give batDe. theyr enemy es with a 14 valyaunt corage / 15 at 

that metynge many speres were broken on bothe partes, 
& many a knyght borne to the erth / that had neuer 8 
power after to releue theym selfe / there was suche 24 
occysyon 16 on both party es that pyte it was to se it 17 / 
Hoc* spares none M grete meruayle it was to se Huon how he bett downe 
his enemies, and claue helmes and rased them fro the . 
hedes of his enemyes. he delte in suche wyse that 28 
none 18 Almayne durst abyde his strokes, he was so 
douted and fered ; he made the thycke prese to breke 
8irotho fights a sonder and flye awaye before him; and by him 

was syr Othon, who that dyd many a noble dede 32 

1 Fol. lxxx. col. 2. 2 ~ 2 yourselves. 8 the. 4 of. 

6 armed. 8 euill. 7-7 the like. 8 hoped. 

9 omitted. 10 which. 11 aloud. M— u saying. 
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of armes / for next Huon aboue all other that day he 
bare the pryce / fynally, Huon and Othon and his other 
men dyd so moche that the Almayns were chasyd to The Germans are 

J J J chased b«ck to 

4 theyr tentes, & many slayne 1 in the chase and sore horte twr tenu. 
so that they neuer rode on horse backe after / some 
tyme it fortuneth that it is foly to aduenture to moche 
forward / and to late to repent ofter 2 / I say this for 

8 Huon and his company, who were gone so moche for- 
warde that in great daunger they returned to the cyte / 
for y - almayns, who were thyrty thousande men redy a third band of 

Germans now 

before theyr tentes / when they sawe Huon & his men threaten Huon's 
12 chase theyr company, they set forth agaynst Huon. oomp * ny * 

3 When Huon sawe them / he sayd to 4 his men / 4 syrs, 
it is good that we 8 recule to 8 our cyte / for yonder I 
se comyng mo then thyrty thousande almayns as fast 

16 as they can' / 6 when Huons company sawe them, they His men, wearied 

with the two 

douted gretely, and not without cause / for they had skirmishes, grow 
ben before at two grete skyrmysshes, wherby they and 
theyr horses were wery and sore trauayled, the whiche 

20 was no meruayle / 6 by the counsell of Huon they 

returnyd a fause galop towardes theyr cyte / and y e They gaiior back 
Almayns were at theyr backe, and chased them so the Germane in 
quickly that more then fiue Hundred Almaynes entred LnTflle hundred 

24 in to the cyte with them of Burdeux / but they that befon thVg^ 
kept the gates that daye were sage 7 and dyscrete, for as "•''k^ 
soone as they perceyued that Huon and his company but the French 
were entred / and with them a 8 fyue hondred of theyr safety. 

28 enemyes / they wolde kepe theyr gates no longer open, 
for fere that theyr enemyes shold haue entred with to 
grete a nombre, so 9 for hast they cut a sonder the corde 
that helde vp the purcoloys, the whiche fell downe by 

32 suche force that it fell on 10 the horse of an Alraayn that 
was vnder, 11 the whiche horse was cut clene a sonder, 

1 Fol. Ixxx. back, col. 1, 2 afterward. 3 and. 
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The Germans 
retire to their 



Huon orderi the 
five hundred of 
them who have 
entered the city 
to be slain 
forthwith. 
They pray for 
mercy. 



Oerames supports 
their prayer, 



and Huon yields 
to him. 



Huon bids them 
be all unarmed 



and sent to 
divers houses on 
parole. 



800 that the man and the fore parte of the horse full 
within the gate, and the hynder parte of the horse fell 
without / wherof y° Almains that folowed after were 
sorowfull and angry that they had not come thydcr 4 
soner / then they returned to theyr tentes, complayn- 
ynge for the grete losse and 1 domage that they had 2 
that daye by the hye prowess of Huon & his men / and 
also they that were entred in to the cyte were sore 8 
abasshed when they saw themself closed 8 within the 
cyte. When Huon perceyued it, he had grete meruayle / 
that they were soo entred in amonge his men / for he 
knewe not therof, and yet he 4 was the last that entred / 12 
then he sayde, ' A, ye false traytours, ye shall al dye an 
yll deth* / 6 then he sayd to his men, 'syrs, slee them 
all' / then incontynente they alyghted and kneled 
downe before Huon, and requyred hym to haue mercy, 16 
& pyte of theym / as to saue theyr lyues / 1 and put vs 
in pryson / 6 we be all men of »a noble lygnage / & it 
maye so be that by vs ye may haue peace with the em- 
perour.' Then Gerames sayd to Huon / ' syr, I requyre 20 
you to haue pyte of them, and put them not to deth, 
for so it may be that by them ye may haue peace.' 7 
' Fronde/ quod Huon, i I am content to do at your 
pleasure as ye wyll haue me do ' / then he commaunded 24 
they sholde al be vnarmed / then they al made promyse 
to Huon not to departe without lycence / 4 Gerames/ 
quod Huon, * I wyll that these prysoners be brought vp 
in to the borow & there departed, 8 and set in 9 dyuers 28 
houses that be sure, and let them haue all thynges 
necessary for theyr lyuynge ' / then Gerames delyuered 
theym to the kepynge of suche as he trusted / and so 
eche of them was kepte in a courtoyse pryson. Now 32 
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let V8 leue to speke of Huon and of his prysoners, and 
1 speke of 1 the emperoure. 



% Howe the Emperoure assayled the cyte of 
4 Burdeux two tymes, where as he lost many 
of his men. Capitulo .Cii. 




S ye haue herde here before how 
Huon chased his enemyes to theyr 



^ /mmB WWB tcntes / and how it was tyme for 



hym to returne to his cyte, & how 
he was so pursued by the Almayns 
t/iat more then fyue hondred of them 



12 entred in to y* cyte, and were closed with in it, and 

the resydue returned to theyr tentes sorowf ull & angry wiion the 

for y e grete losse that they had. 2 When they were to their tents, the 

returned y* Emperoure demaunded what tydynges, & ofXITfortuneT! 1 

1C how they had sped / & yf they had 3 taken Huon 
quycke or deed. ' Syr/ quod a knyght, ' it is folye for 
you to speke thus / for Huon is no man so lyghtly to 
be takeu / for the .lx. 4 men that ye sent to haue ben They tell him of 

20 hanged be rescued by Huon, and the thre .M. men prisoners, 
that ye sent vtiih them are all slayne, & dyuers other orHuon. eprOWe8, 
sore hurt, 5 in peryll of dethe, and bcsyde that, fyue .C. 
men of y e best of your frendes are entred in to 

24 Burdeux / for we so hastly pursued Huon & his men / 
that entrynge in to the cyte fyuo .C. of our men entred 
in to the cyte, entermedled w/tn Huons men, & theyr 
they be inclosed in 6 / therfore, s?V, we alow 7 & fhej advise him 

* _ . * to make peace 

28 counsel you that ye agree with Huon / 8 yf ye do not with Huon. 
ye shall lose 9 youre men / for Huon is so fell & craell / 
that he wyll 10 hange vp your men as ye had thought too 
haue done his, of whom one of them was his cosyn / 

1-1 returne to. 2 so. 8 not 4 fiftie. 6 and. 
6 within. 7 aduise. 8 for. 0 all. 
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ye may do as it please you.' when themperour herd 
his barons what courcsell they gaue hym, he was 1 
sorowf ull, and sayd, ' syrs, ye do me grete wronge to 
requyre me to make ony peace vritJt Huon / syn ye 4 
knowe well what othe & promys I haue made that I 
wyll neuer be at peace with hym / and to y 9 entent 
The Emperor win that ye shal speke no more therof / knowe for trouthe 

not listen to their . * \ , o 

counsel. that tho 2 .x.M. of my nexte 3 frendes were taken by o 

Huon, I wolde rather suffre them to 4 be slayne of 4 a 
shamefull deth then to agree to any peace with Huon 
tyll I haue slayne hym / and his cyte 8 brynt 5 & 
dystroyed.' ' Syr/ quod they, * syn 6 it is youre plesure 12 
ye may do as ye thynke best/ 'Syrs/ quod the 
HeMdi ail hie emperour, ' I wyll that ye assemble all myn boost, and 
and sends to his sende to my broder that he brynge all his men / and 

brothers for . * / ° ' 

further aid. then with all our puyssaunce 7 assay le the cyte / and 16 
that none be so hardy 8 to recule backe tyl 9 y* cyte 
be taken * / this was proclaynied through the hoost / & 
euery man 10 redy to assay le the cyte; and y e chefe 
captayne was duke Sauarey, who brought all his men 20 
in good ordre to the dykes, well furnysshed with 
ladders & other necessary thynges parteynynge to 
assaulte. The same tyme Huo?i and his mew were 

Hoon perceives vnarmed and goynge to dyner / 11 whew he herde the 24 

by its noise the . . 

attacking force noyse and crye without / he toke a sop in wyne, and 
approach the city. arm y£ ^ m ftn( j a ^ ^ men j m ^ euery man went 

to the walles to theyr defenses / and Huon and 12 the 11 
olde Gerames / Othon / and Barnarde, a valyau/it knyght, 28 
mountyd on the toure ouer y e gate, and the Almayns 
The Germans set on euery parte entred in to the dykes, and raysed vp 
the waiu, but the many a 13 ladder to the wall ; and 11 they with in caste 14 
them. downe 12 agayne theyr ladders, so that they that were 32 



1 verie. 2 if. 3 neerest. 4-4 die. 6 ~ 5 be burnt 
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no power to releue Yp agayn / for there was caste 
downe on them erthe and Hymbre & stones, 2 so that 
they coude not aryse 2 / fyerse was y e assaulte that y* Both besiegers 

4 Almayns made, & they wtt/rin made goodly 3 defence, ▼sioromdyT* & * ht 
for 2 they slewe with bowes & crosbowes / that pyte it 
was to see the deed & hurt men that lay on the erth 2 / 
Huon & Gerames shotte so with theyr crosbowes / 

8 that at euery shotte they slew some man, or sore 
wou?ided hym / 4 longe enduryd this assault / so that 
fynally the Almayns were constrayned to recule back a but the Germans 

At length retire. 

bo we shotte / whereof they w*tnin were 6 ioyfull. Then 
12 themperour Tyrrey, beynge sorowful and full of yre 6 / 

came to his men, & rebuked them shamefully / com- The Emperor is 

wroth with hi* 

maundynge the;n that incontynent they shold returne men, 
agayn to assayle the cyte / sayenge that 2 yf they wolde 
16 quyckely assayle y* cyte agayne 2 they sholde not fayle 
to winne it. Then the Almayns, to please theyr lorde, 
returned in gret hast with theyr ladders & pyrkes / & and they return 

_ _ , _ _ , ' to the stuck. 

came in to the dykes / where as then there was no 
20 water, & reysed 7 vp 2 theyr ladders 2 to y e walled / but 
they were no soner vp / but they wttAin bete them 
downe agayne / 8 so that they that were vpon them 
were 8 in daunger of theyr Hues / for they 2 wit/an 2 caste 
24 downe tymbre & 2 stones & fagottes, wtt/t fyre & hote 
oyle & leade 9 / so that y e assaylauntes were fayne 
parforce to recule 10 backe / & they within shot arrows But a second time 

they are repulsed, 

so thycke / that it semed lyke snow, themperour was 
28 sore dyspleased, & duke Sauarey / when they saw none 
other remedy, many were slayne and sore hurt / n 
themperour & Sauarey his broder, seyng that they 
coude nothynge profyte, sowned y e retrayt / & so and the retreat is 

sounded. 

32 returned to theyr tenter, sore dyspleased for y e gret 
losse that they had / 12 they lost that daye mo then 

1 Fol. Ixxxi. back, col. 1. *— 2 omitted. 3 noble. 
4 and. 6 very. 6 rage. 7 them. *— 8 and put them. 
9 vppon. 10 recoile. 11 and. 12 for. 
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Two thousand ,ii M. men lyenge deed in y e felde & in y e dykes / & 

•lain and tin-* nio then .iil M. sore hurt / then duke sauary sayd to 

wounded. themperour / ' sir, methynke it is but f oly to assay le 

The Duke Sevary, the* cite / it is stronge & wel f urnysshed with men & 4 

the Emperor's 

brother, thinka good knyghte* to defende it / wherfore we may wel 
toprepiabie, perceyue that wtt/t out gret domage we can not wynne 
it / wttAout it be J by famyne / 2 he that is lorde therof 
is hardy & cruell / & to be fered & douted / for he is 8 
exp^rte in armes / wherfore it is inpossible to take y e 
cyte perforce.' When themperowr vnderstode him, ho 
but the Emperor was right sorowful, & made agayn new promys not to 

resolves to 

oontinue the departe thens / tyll 3 he had Huon at his plesure. Huo?*, 12 
•lege. wno lytel set by y* thretnynges of themperour, went in 

to his palais, & sayd to his men / 'syrs, we ought 
Huon thanks God gretely to thanke god for y e defence of our cyte / many 

for his success, ' 

Almayns be slayne & hurte / I doute them nothynge / 16 
for our cyte is stronge / or 4 it be lost it wyll cost many 
and bids hismen men theyr lyues / I desyre you all take good hede that 
future, yre be not begyled.' 'Syr/ quod they, 'we shall take 

good hede therof / as well for you as for y* sauegarde 20 
of our lyues.' Thus Huon & his men deuysed togyder / 
but his losses how be it, they were sore apayred 5 / for at y e beginnyng 

beary. nvery &6 ^ ^ j ^ ^ 

past 7 .Ti. M. Now let vs leue spekynge of them & 24 
speke of themperour, who was ryght sorowful for his 
losse. 



Howe Huon sent Habourey his messenger 
to themperour to requyre peace / & of his 28 
answere. Ca Ciii. 

1 Fol. lxxxi. back, col. 2. 8 for. 8 vntill. 
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Hen thewperour had herd duke Sauerey 
his broder speke / he made a solempne 
othe / that what so euer fortune sholde 
fall / he wolde not departe thens, 
wynter nor somer, tyll he had won y e 
cyte / then he sent for his rerebande / as farre as his The Emperor 
empyre stretched, commauwdyng euery m&n to come to forces. 
8 him, all excuses layde a parte / & so they dyd / 1 of 
theyr commynge by the way I make no mencyon, but 
so longe they trauayled that they came with in a leege From the furthest 
of Burdeux. 2 When themperour knew therof he had imjtre do they 
12 gret ioye, & mounted on his horse with other lordes with oom0 ' 
him / & rode 3 & met them, & spake to them, & made 
them good chere. Thus his force encreased, & Huons Meanwhile 
minysshed 4 dayly / often tymes Huon 6 wolde yssue 6 diminishing, 
16 out on 6 his hors called Amphage / and made dayly 
many grcte skyrmysshes / somm tyme he wan / & 
some tyme he lost / he slewe many Almayns / so that but the Germane 

.. „ . , . . * .I,** are much afraid 

they all fered him / for there was none that durst of him. 
20 abydo him / his hors was so delyuer 7 that none durst 

aproche nere hym without he were slayne / & Huons He makes 

skirmishes dally, 

men 8 dyd acquyte 8 them valyauntly / so that yf they and ir he loses 
lost at one tyme / they wanne .iii. tymes for it / but thrice/* 11 * 
24 theyr force coude not longe endure / 9 theyr enemies 
were so many & they so fewe, for 2 they had made so 
many issues 10 out 10 that they had lost many of theyr 
company / for of .xx.M. they were lefte but .v.C. 11 / but his men 

r ' ' ' dwindle rapidly to 

28 & a .C. archers / and a .C. crosbowes to kepe theyr five hundred, 
towne with all 10 / wherof Huon was 10 ryght 10 sorowfull / 
1 when he sawe that he had but .v. C. men / he called 
to hym Gerames / Othon / Barnard e / & Richar, Huon calls his 

_ . _ » chief lords 

32 12 they were all of his kynne and he sayd to them 12 / together, 
'syrs, I se 10 well 10 that euery daye we do minysshe 13 / 



\ 1 and. 8 Fol. lxxxii. col. 1. 4 diminished, 
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and advises that a 
messenger be sent 
to sue for peace. 



Harbourey Is 
despatched on the 
embassy. 



and Huon bids 
him promise all 
possible 

reparation to the 
Emperor. 



HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. ciii. 



Harbonrey 
departs, 

and arrives at the 
Emperor's tout. 



Ke delivers 
Huon's 



wherfore l at length 1 we can not 2 endure agaynst the 
eraperoures force / therfore I thynke that it were good / 
that we sente to themperour to knowe yf he wyll here 
spekynge of ony peace/ ' Syr/ qwod they, ' we thynke 4 
your aduyse ryght good / 3 it were good too knowe yf 
he wyll agree therto or not' / then Huon called 
Habourey his messenger, and commaunded him that 
incontynent he sholde go to the emperour, & say vnto 8 
hym ' that yf it be his pleasure to here spekynge of any 
peace, I shall 4 condyscende therto / and too make hym 
amendes at his pleasure / for y* wronge and domage 
that I haue done 5 him and my* mem Also shewe 12 
hym how 7 I wyll become his man, and do hym homage 
for all the landes that I haue / the whiche I was wonte 
to holde of the kyng of Fraunce / but syn 8 I haue no 
socoure fro hym / I am dry 9 uen parforce to purchase 16 
for my profite in some other place / & besyde that, 
shewe hym / that the v. C. prysoners that I haue of his 
mm I I shall deliuer them quyte without any raunsome 
payenge / & also when lent cometh / 1 & a C. knyghtes 20 
with me at my coste and charge / shall passe the see 
and go to y* holy sepulture / to pray for the soules of 
his neuewes that I haue slayn / & for all other as hath 
ben slayne by occasyon of this warre.' 1 Syr, 1 quod the 24 
messenger, 1 1 am redy to fulfyll your commaundement, 
what so euer fall ther of / and so 10 departed, & went 
to themperours host, and entred in to the ryche tent / 
and the/i he kneled downe before themperour, & sayde, 28 
'The puyssaunt 11 god, who on a 12 crosse dyed to saue 
all humayne lygnage, 13 kepe & defende from all yll / 
themperoure & all his barony, syr, duke Huon of 
Burdeux sendeth to you salutacion and good amyte, 32 
requyrynge you, in the honour of 14 our lorde Iesu cryst, 14 



1-1 omitted. 2 long. 3 and. 
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that he may haue peace with you / by that he will 
become your lege mau / & do you homage, & holde his 
landes of you / and wyl delyuer quyte y e .v. C. men of 
4 yours that he hath in pryson in the cyte / & more ouer, 
he offereth hymself and a .C. knyghtes to passe the see 
this nexte lent and to go to the holy sepulture to pray 
to our lorde god for the soules of your neuewes that be 
8 deed, & for other that by hym and 1 his raeanes hath 
ben slayn in this warre / syr, yf it well 2 please you 
this to do / ye shall dp a gret almes dede / for lyfe can 
not be had agayne to them that be deed.' When 
12 themperour Tyrrey had well herd Habourey, y e 
messenger / he became as reed as a bronde of fyre / and 
regarded the messenger fyersly, and sayd, 'A voydo The Emperor 

rages again xt tb 

my syght, thou fals gloton 8 / but that I doute to be envoy, 
16 reproued, I shold cause thee to be hew en 4 al to 4 peces, him. 
but a messenger oughte not to be touched for any 
wordes that he can speke / but saye to thy lord / that 
by him & by his cause 8 I haue 6 7 had slayne 7 mo then 
20 xx. M. men, besyde my thre neuewes and my yonger 
brother ; but by that 8 lorde that dyed on a 8 crosse to 
redeme vs all, I wyll neuer haue peace with hym tyll I He refuses to 

' make peace, 

haue hym at my pleasure / nor neuer returne agayne 
24 hider to me nor none other vpon any such message.' 
When Habourey the messenger herde the emperour, 
he was in grete fere, and wolde gladly he had ben in 
Burdeux / then he departed without any mo wordes 4 •ndHarboorey 

takes hie leare. 

28 spekynge, and rested not tyll he came to Burdeux / 9 he 
wente to the palays, where as he founde duke Huon / 
then he sayd, ' Syr, I haue ben with themperour / and 
shewed hym at length 10 all youre message /.but his Re repeats to 

Huon the 

32 answere wyll not seme to your demaunde / for he sayd Emperor** 

answer. 

to me / that he wyl haue no peace with you tyl he haue 

1 bv. 2 omitted. 3 varlefc. 4 ~ 4 in. 6 meanes. 
* • Fol. lxxxii. back, col. 1. 7 ~ 7 lost. 8 the. 
8 where. 10 full. 
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you at his pleasure / to do with you what he wyl / and 
thus I departed from hym, and lefte hym syttynge at 
his table at dyner.' 



Huon Is sore 
displeased, 

tnd gives order 
for s sudden 
sortie. 



The Germans are 
dining, and do 
not perceive the 
approach of the 
French. 



Huon and his 
companions fight 
wildly, and hew 
down their 
foemen. 




T Howe Huon yesued out of Burdeux & cainc 4 
to the tentes & fought with themperour. 

Cap. C.iiii. 

j lien Huon vnderstode y* messe?iger he 
was full of yre and dyspleasure, and 8 
sayd / 4 syrs, I commaunde you al in 
hast go and arme you / for, or* euer y* 
Alinayns be rysyn fro theyr dyneres, 
and armed I shall make them so sorowfull that they 12 
shall curse the houre that euer they were borne / for I 
had rather dye then to leue them in this poynt, for I 
wyl go serue them of theyr fyrst messe.' then euery 
man armed hym / and Huon lept on 8 his good horse 16 
Amphage / then he toke 4 leue of the fayre Esclaramonde 
hys wyfe, an so departed out of Burdeux with his 
company, and rode towardes themperours tentes / the 
same tyme themperour was rysyn fro his table / and he 20 
had ordeyned .iii. hondred men on horse backe to kepe 
y e tentes whyles he was at dyner / then Huon and his 
company came so quyckly that he was amonge them, or 2 
they perceyued any thynge, & he cryed ' Burdeux/ & 24 
strake a knyghte with his spere clene through the body, 
so that he fell deed to the erth / then he ran at a 
nother and se>*ued him in lyke wyse, & so he slew 
iiii or 5 his spere brake / then he drew his swerde 28 
& bette downe men & horses / & brake the thyckest 
presse, so that euery man gaue hym way / and 
Gerames / Othon / Barnarde / & Rycher, 6 & all his 
company dyde meruayles in armes / 7 so moche they 32 



Fol. lxxxii. back, col. 2. 



6 before. 



vpon. 



* his. 



6 Rychard, always so written in 1601 ed. 
7 acd. 
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dyd that witnin a shorte space the thre .C. Almayns The guard* about 
that were set to kepe y* tente* were all slayne / then iudn!" 1 " *" 
Huow & his company entred in amonge y e tenies & and the French- 
4 pauylyorcs ; x they bete downe 2 tentes, & suche as they among them, 
met were slayne / then y 6 almayns on all partes armed 
them / & themperour sowned his trompettes, & armed 
hi?n / he was so sorowful & angry with y e trauel & The Emperor is 
8 domage he was put to by Huow / that he enraged & was detracted, 
nere out of his wyt / for nyght & day he coulde take 
no rest. When he was armed, he mounted on his 
horse, & xx ,M. Almayns with him, & they all sware the With twenty 

12 deth 3 of Huon / whom god defende, for, yf he longe mow to the" h * 
taryed there, he sholde be in daunger of his lyfe / but Bttaok ' 
he was wyse and sage 4 in feates of armes ; 5 he loked 
toward es the emperours tente and sawe wel twenty 

16 thousande men redy to come vpon hym / then he sayd 

to his men / 4 syrs, it is tyme that we recule* to oure Hnon orders hie 
cyte / we may wel now go without blame / 7 we may men n ' 
noo lenger tary here without grete daunger* / 'syr,' 

20 quod Gerames, ' we be redy to do your commaunde- 
ment ' / then they toke the way to returne to the cyte / 
but the emperour, who desyred gretly the deth of Huon, 
he and his men pursued Huon as faste as theyr horses The Emperor 

24 wolde 8 go / and when the emperour was nere to Huo?*, and, coming up 
he sayd, * A, thou fals traytoure, so many tymes thou msuiu him 
haste troubled & angred me that lenger I wyll not loadIy * 
suffre the to lyue / turne towarde me, for with the 

28 I wyll iust, or elles I shall slee the flyenge / I hadde 
rather 9 dye then not to take of the vengeaunce for the 
hurtes that thou haste done to me ' / when Huon herde 
how the emperour called him traytour, he was sore 

32 dyspleased, & turned his horse towarde the emperour, Hnon turns to do 
and sayd, ' A, false olde churle, where as thou sayest I ^ hUa> 
am a traytoure / I shall shewe the how thou lyest 

1 where. 2 the. 8 Fol. lxxxiii. col. 1. 4 discreet 
6 and. 6 retire. 7 for. 8 could. 9 to. 
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falsely* / then they ranue eche at other with theyr 
speres in theyr restes, so that they met so rudely and 
strake eche other on theyr sheldes by suche force (hat 
theyr sheldes brast 1 a sonder / themperoure was a 4 
puyssauwt prynce, so that his spere brast 1 all to peces / 
and the Emperor but Huons spere was stronge & helde, wherwith he gaue 

narrowly eecapee 

death. the emperoure suche a stroke that shelde nor haubert 

coulde not warraunt hym, but that y e spere entred in to 8 
themperours syde / so that yf he had not swarued 
a syde, he had not scaped y e2 deth / that stroke was so 
sore that themperour fell to y e erth in such wyse that 
nere hande he hadde broken his necke with y e fal, & so 12 
lay in a swone. Huon, seynge themperour lyenge on y e 
erth, 8 in grete yre 4 & dyspleasure 5 desyred to haue 
slayne themperour / then he drewe out his good 2 

Huon would have swerde, & turned to *hhn to haue strykew 6 of his heed / 16 

cut off hit head, 

but the Germane the whiche he had done, yf he had not ben quyckely 2 
wvereiffu? r rescued / but the Almaynes fro all partes cam thyther / 
so that they rescued themperour fro deth, and set hym 
on a hors with moche payne / then he thanked our 20 
lorde god tfiat he was so 7 scaped, and made auowe 
The Emperor it to god that he wolde neuer more fyght w?tA Huon 

filled with a 

longing for hande to hande / but he wolde pursue hym to the deth, 

vengeance. . _ * . 

yf he coude. 24 



% How Huon made another issue out of 

Burdeux, and toke away al the bestes that 

were in the pasturs without the towne 

pertaynynge to themperours hoost. 28 

Cap. C.v. 

1 burst. 2 omitted, 8 Fol. Ixxxiii. col. 2. 4 rage. 
6 he. 6 -* strike. 7 well. 
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Hen Huon saw that he coude do no 
more at that tyme, and that y* Almayns 
encreased in grete nombre to haue 



4 




lepes that it semed he had nowen in the ayre / he had 
his swerde in his hande, and strako therwith so gret 
8 strokes that none durst approche nere hym / thus he 
rode after his men and led them towardes the cyte as — 
y* shepherde doth his shepe, for as soone as his 
enemies approched nere hym, he shewed theym his 

12 shelde and spere poynt / and as he rode there came 

a yonge knyght named Gerard / ryghte hardy and Gerard, a bastard 
valyaunt in armes; he was bastarde sone to the Emperor, pursues 
emperoure / who desyred greatly to wynne honoure "^'fc^** 1111, 

16 and prayse / he sawe Huow on his good horse, and 
sawe 1 that no marc durst approche nere 2 him / 8 cam 
after him & cryed, ' A, thou fals tray tour, to flye awaye 4 
shall not auayle 5 the, for I brynge thy dethe in the 

20 poynt of my spere, with y e whiche I shall slee the 
fleynge without thou turne to me, for or 6 thou scape 
me I shall cause the to be hanged in the syght of them 
within Burdeux ' / when Huon vnderstode the knyght, 

24 and saw the grete hate and yre 7 that he was in, and 
herynge howe he called hym traytoure / he thought 
and sayd to hymselfe / that he had rather dye then he 
that had sayd these wordes shold 8 departe 8 without 

28 felynge the sharpenesse of his spere / the whiche he Huon turns again, 
couched in the rest and sporred his horse, who ranne Mm^thatTT 
lyke the thonder / 9 he gaue the knyght suche an ki,uhim * 
horryble stroke / that 10 his shelde nor 11 armure coude 

32 saue his lyfe / for his spere persed through bothe his 
sydes, and 3 was clene borne ouer his hors croupe starke 

1 likewise. 2 vnto. 3 hee. 4 it. 
6 Fol. Ixxxiii. back, col. 1. 6 ere. 7 rage. 
8 -* haue departed. 9 and. 10 neither. 11 his. 
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All the Germans 
flee before him in 
fear. 



Bat he loees many 
men at every 
onset, 



and is in great 
peril. 



He was fighting 
with thirty 
thousand 
Germans, 

bnt he returns at 
length to the city 
in safety. 



Haon begins to 
despair of his 
fortune. 



The Emperor 
moves his host 
nearer to the 
wails, 



deed / ' go thy waye/ qw)& Huon, ' tliou shalte neuer 
haue power to do any man displeasure 1 more' / 2 then 
he drewe his swerde, wherwith he delte suche dys- 
syplyne among the Almayns that all fled before hym. 4 
Gerames / Othon / and Bernarde & Kychar employed 
theyr forces and vertues ryght valyauntly / but the 
Almayns dyd so moche that Huon lost parte of his 
men, and the rest he ledde with him / oftentymes he 8 
turned and returned agaynst his enemyes / but what so 
euer force or prowes he shewed, yf he had not in hast 
gone away / he nor neuer 3 one of his men hadde scaped 
without deth / for mo then .xxx. M. Almayns were 12 
nere hym, and all they 4 desyred his deth / but god 
dyd hym that grace / that he and the small nombre that 
he had lefte entred with hym in to the cyte, and y* 
gates 6 closed / and themperour in grete dyspleasure 16 
retourned to his tent / and by the waye he founde his 
bastarde sone deed / for whom he made suche sorowe 
that his lordes nor his broder coude not apease hym ; 
and so he caused hym to be borne to the tentes, 20 
and was gretely complayned of all the barons / 6 for he 
was lyke to haue ben a 7 noble man. And Huon went 
to his palayes, where he founde the fayre Esclaramounde, 
who demaunded how he dyde. * Ryght well, lady/ 24 
quod Huon ; ' thanked be god I am returned in saue 
garde, but I haue lost many of my men ; ' and therwith 
he wepte, and the lady comforted hym as moche as she 
myghte / then themperour, beynge in his hoost, 28 
knowynge for trouth that Huon had but a small 
company in the cyte and that he thought he coude do 
hym but small domage fro thensforth / dyslodged and 
cam and lay nerer to y* cyte, and dressed vp his engyns 32 
and montons 8 to breke the walles, and made euery daye 



1 any. 8 and. 8 



1 ana. * a. * 
6 Fol. lxxxiii. back, col. 2, 
8 mountains. 



4 those. 6 were. 
7 verie. 
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betynge 1 at the walles ; and they within defended them and aeaauiu the 
valyauntly 2 with theyr crosbowes ; many men, bothe SotenUy'than 
within and without, were slayne / this syege endured 
4 fro the begynnynge of August vnto 8 Eester after / From August to 

, 1111^ i <• Easter does the 

wnerof Huon was sore dyspleased,and 4 complayned for aiege contiuue. 
the los8e of his noble barons / and 5 men that he had 
lost. Also he sa we his tours and gates sore 6 beaten, 
8 and his enemyes 7 before his 8 cyte / and loked for no 
socours fro any parte / and • he had with hym 10 but 10 onij three 
thre hondred knyghtes and a hondred men to kepe the now with Huon, 
cyte with all / then he called Esclaramonde his wyfe, 
12 and sayd, 'Dame, 11 1 knowe well ye endure trouble and 
dyspleasure ynough / and therfore I pray you & ye can 
gyue me any good counsell, gyue it me 12 / for the yre 13 
& dysplesure that I haue at my herte troubleth so myne w»d he, not 

* knowing what to 

16 vnderstondynge that I can not tell what to do / & 12 on do, asks 

Esclaramonde to 

y* other parte I se my cyte besyeged & my men slayn, give him counsel, 
nor I can gete 14 none apoyntment 14 with themperour, 
who 15 is so 16 sore dysplesed with me that I can neuer 

20 haue his loue / he hath slayne my men, wherof I am so 
sorowfull that my herte nere fayleth me'/' sir/ quod 
Esclaramonde, 4 ye do grete wronge to say these worde* 
before me or 17 to cowplayn yowr domage* / if ye wold a 18 8 J e 1 re ^ a ^ h her 

24 beleued me 19 20 ye had gone to mv brother for socoure, should go to her 

* brother for aid. 

who wold haue come with you & brought 21 such 22 
nombre of men that themperour durst not 18 abyden 
you, & also to haue made ther by my brother a crysten 
28 man, for he hath byleued in our lorde god this seuen -~ 
yere past* / * dame,' 23 quod Huon, 'all that ye say 
myght well haue ben, 24 but I had leuer 25 haue lost thre 

1 battering. 2 for. 8 to the. 4 verie much. 
6 other good. 8 so. 7 lying. 8 the. 9 that, 
lo—io no t a boue. 11 Madame. 12 now. 13 rage. 
14— H no agreement. 16 for he is. 18 omitted. 
17 in this sort. 18 haue. 19 then. 
20 Fol. lumiii. col. 1. 21 you. 22 a. 23 Madame. 
24 done. 26 rather. 
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Huon still 
liesitatee to 
abandon hit wife 
and friends in so 
great a danger. 



but he knows, if 
he has no succour, 
his city and 
himself and his 
men will fall into 
the Emperor's 
hands. 



He therefore 
determines to 
seek oat his 
brother-in-law. 



Esclaramonde 
fears that the city 
must fall In his 
absence, 



but nevertheless 
bids him depart 
at once. 



Huon tolls her of 
a device whereby 
the town may be 
victualled. 



such cytes as this is 1 then to baue lefte you, & my lordes, 
& good burgesses, whom I loue so faythfully. yf I 
had but a .M. knightes to defende my cyte / wiih an 
yll wyll I shall 2 departe fro you, for I am 3 in certayne 3 4 
that yf I go and seke for socours I shall haue payne 
ynough, & ye that shall abyde here are lyke to hane 
more. 4 I know wel that themperour, who 6 hateth vs, 6 
setteth all his ewtent to haue vs / & yf he take you, ye 8 
shall be in grete paryll / & yf I tary here wit/* you, & 
go for no socouT / tht« cyte wyl be taken & 7 famisshed / 
& both you, & I 8 distroyed / for themperour, who 
loueth vs but 9 lytell, and not vriiJi out a cause, yf he 12 
may take me I shall dye of 1 a shamefull dethe / it is 
no meruayle though 10 he be displeased with me / for I 
haue slayn his sones & neuewes, & many of his best 
frendes; yf he maye take me I shall haue no pyte 16 
shewed to 1 me / & I know well w/t/t out I haue. some 
socours myne ende is at ha?ide. / wherfore, dame, 11 I 
thynke it best that I go to your brother for socours / 
for I 12 haue taryed ouer long ' / ' syr/ quod Esclaramowd, 20 
* ye speke it 13 very late / for now ye know well that all 
our brede and wyne / and flesshe / & fysshe / begyn to 
fayle vs, and all 14 other vy tales / wherfore it shall 15 not 
be longe after your departure but that this cyte shall 16 24 
be taken and dystroyed / and the men within slayne / 
and I ledde in to grete mysery / yet for all that I wold 
not couwseyle you to abyde here / but I pray you make 
hast to departe.' When Huon herde her, he began to 28 
wepe / and abasshed 17 his chere to the erth, and study ed 18 
a lytell, and 19 sayd, 'Dame, 11 I thynke vpow 20 one 
thynge / the whiche to you shall 16 be ryght 1 prof y table / 
wherby ye shall haue vytayle ynoughe to lyue by 1 an 32 

1 omitted. * should. 8-3 assured. 4 for. 6 so. 
6 as hp. * or. . 8 be. 9 a. 10 if. 11 Madame. 
12 see that I. 13 of this. 14 our. 15 cannot. 
16 will. 17 abashing. 18 studying. 19 be. 
20 Fol. Ixxxiiii. cot. 2. 
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hole yore.' ' Syr/ quod she, ' of that I thanke god, yf it 
may so come to passe.' 'Dame,' 1 quod Huon, ' I shall 
tell you how this cyte may be reuytayled without 2 grete 

4 losse of any men / trewe it is 3 here without in the me Emperor 
medowe there are two hondred men set there by the tocSS^S^ 
Emperoure to kepe y e beestes pertaynyng to his hoost, 
the whiche are without nombre / what in beeffes / 

8 keen / and hogges / and mo then x thousande shepe / 
the 4 whiche beestes 5 by the grace of Iesu, or 5 I slepe I and these he wiu 

bring Into the 

wyll brynge them 4 in to this cyte / and than ye may slee city, 
them and pouder theym in salte, soo that ye shall haue 

12 no famyu for a hole yere.' ' Syr,' quod she, ' I pray to 6 
god ye may brynge it 7 to passe.' thus they taryed tyll 8 
souper tyme / and after when it was nyght / & that 
they thought that they of y e hoost were a slepe / and 

16 sawe that the wether was troublous 9 as they wolde 

desyre it, he armed hym and all his men / he* 9 set men Huon arms his 
at the gate to defende hym at his reculynge. 11 Then he aXeiSureT 
mounted on 12 his good horse / then 10 he opened the gate, dty by night! 

20 and yssued out as preuely as he myght / and tooke the 
way to the medowe and came thyder / and Huon then 
cryed, and sayd / 'a, ye vyllaynes, this pasturage is 
myn / I come to chalenge it / in an yll 13 houre ye put He challenges the 

24 your beestes here to pasture; ye shall make me cat^ to surrender 
amendes / for 14 the beestes that I fynde here in my them to lUm " 
pasture I wyll goo and pounde theym / and yf the 
emperoure wyll haue theym he must bye them and 

28 make amendes for theyr forfeyt, & ye that be the 
kepers shall derely a bye it.' 

1 Madame. a any. 8 that. 4 omitted. 6 — 6 ere. 
6 vnto. 7 well. 8 vntill. 9 euen. 10 and. 
11 recoiling. 12 vppon. 13 euill. 14 all. 
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They prepare to 
fight, 



bat Huon slays 
very many of 
them forthwith. 
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He and his 
companions kill 
all the two 
hundred keepers, 
save one, who 
escapee to warn 
the Emperor. 



The Emperor 
rushes forth with 
his men, but the 
cattle had already 
entered the city. 



Huon and his 
men turn upon 
the Germans who 
were in pursuit of 



and kills many of 
them with his 
own hand. 




Hen the kepers herd Huon speke they 
had grete fere / 1 they thought to haue 
gon and taken theyr horses, & 3 to haue 
defended them selfe, hut Huon & his 4 
company gaue them no layser so to 
doo / then 4 Huon with his spere strake one starke 
deed, & after he slew y e seconde / 5 the thyrde / & 
fourth / & so slewe many as long as his spere helde ; 8 
then he set his hande on his swerde, wherwith he claue 
a sonder helmes and sheldes and hette downe men on 
euery syde, & Gerames / Ojthon / & Rycher / dyd 6 
valyauntly. 2 so moche dyd Huon and his men within a 12 
shorte space that the two hondred men that kept the 
heestes were all slayne except one, who scaped & ran to 
thenzperours hoost ; then 7 he shewed themperour how 
Huon & his mew were yssued out of the cyte, and that 16 
all the kepers of the beestes were all 8 slayne, and 
y e beestes taken and dryuen in to y e cyte / when 
themperoure herde these tydynges he was ryght 
sorowfull, and armed hym & his men, & lept on theyr 20 
horses & ranne towardes the cyte to stoppe Huon fro 
entrynge in to y e cyte / but or 9 they came thyder al y e 
beestes were entred in to y 6 cyte / & 10 when Huon saw 
themperour corny nge, he sayde to 11 his men, 'syrs, 24 
I requyre you let vs turne vpon oure enemyes who 
cometh after vs / for I wold fayne she we them how 
men that cometh fro foraging can rynne with theyr 
spews.' then they turned agaynst the Almayns so that 28 
eche of them bare a man to the erth, & they drew 
theyr swerdes / & slew men rounde aboute them / and 
Huon vpon his good hors Amphage held his swerde in his 
hande all 12 be sprent 12 with y e bloode of his enemyes, 32 
wherwith he cutte of armes, legges, & handes / he was 

1 Fol. lxxxiiii. back, col. 1. 2 and. 8 80. 4 for. 
6 then. 6 verie. 7 where. 8 omitted. 9 before, 

12-12 to b e sprinkled. 



6 verie., 
10 Now. » vnto. 
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more douted then the deuyll / for by his prowes he dyd 
so moche that his enemyes fled before hym and made 
hym *way, so that in 2 the spyte 2 of al the Almayns, 
4 after that he and his men had slayne foure M. of his Four thousand 

men lie dead on 

enemyes / he entred into the cite with all the pray of the field. 

his beestes / wherwith themperour & his men that 

folowed were sore dyspleased for the losse that they The Emperor ia 

tore distressed. 

8 had, 8 & for that Huon was so scaped fro theyr handes / 
and that he had taken away there beestes and slayne 
his men / thus as ye haue herde Huon entred into the 
3yte of Burdeux with all his praye. 

12 How Huon of Burdeux made hym redy to 
go to seke for some socours, & of the sorowe 
that the duches his wyfe made. Ca. c.vi. 

Fter that Huon was entred in to the 
cyte, he wente to his palays, & there 
fourade the duches Esclaramonde, 
who vnlase<J his helme & clypped & 
kyssed him, & said, 's/iyl pray you, 
how haue ye done?' 'fayre lady,' Huonteiis 

* Esclaramonde of 

quod he, 'we haue slayn many an Almayn, & haue the success of the 
brought away y* pray / for in 4 all the emperours host adventuw * 
we haue not left nother porke / kyne / nor moton : we 

24 haue broughte all into tliis citye, thanked be god / so 
now I shall leue you in more suertye in myne absence / 
for ye haue nowe wytayle ynoughe for a hole yere. 
Nowe I wyll go to your brother / & yf I fynde that He win depart at 

28 he wyl be chrystened, I shall bryng hym with me / yf mission ti'her 
not, I shall defye hym and slee hym without he wyll bufirhe ww not 
beleue on Iesu chryste, what so euer fortune falL* ^lrsuy'hlm. 116 
'Syr/ quod Esclarmonde, sore wepynge, 'haue no 

32 dought 5 / for it is more then .vii. yeres syns he desyred _ 

1 Fol. lxxxiiii. back, col. 2. *~ a despite. 3 receiued. 
4 Fol. Ixxxv. col. 1. 6 of that 
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to be chrystenyd, wherfore, syr, I requyre you loue my 
brother* / 'dame,' 1 quod Huon, ' 1 shall do your plea- 
Huon emu* his sure ' / then he called to hym hys preuy frendes, and 

friends together, ' J J if J 

and informs them sayd / ' 8yrs, ye knowe wel what daunger and parell we 4 
purpose. ^ ^ ^ by-cause in all thyngys nedefull 2 oughte to 
be made prouysyon with delygens / this citye is nowe 
He bids them well prouyded of vytayle, wherfore ye shal not nede to 

remain quietly , 

within the city in make enye issuinge out without ye se 8 a 3 great adwan- 8 

his absence, 

tage : and as for assawlt, yf ye defende it well it is 
inpreyngnable for our enemyes to wyn it 4 / yf ye be to 
yeld it vp, beware what ye do / for the great hate that 
the emperour hathe agaynst vs paraduenture wyl con- 1 2 

•n^warnsthem strayne hym to breke his promys : yf ye be taken by 
force, or by this meanes, ye shall all dye myserably, & 
my wyfe 5 murdred 8 vp 3 in pryson, or elles myserably 
to fynyshe her dayes / and my lytell doughter, Clary et, 16 
whome I loue so derely, 6 shalbe lost, and my citye dys- 

He entrusts to troyed and brought to vtter ruyn / wherfore I com- 

them the keeping J ° J ' 

of his wife and maunde 7 vnto you my wyfe & my doughter and all the 

daughter. 

rest 8 tyl my 8 returne agayne, the whiche shalbe shortely 20 
yf I may / and I shall brynge with me suche socoure that 
ye shall al be ioyfull therof ' / 9i Syr/ quod Gerames, 
4 god gyue grace to sende you agayne in sauegard / ye 
knowe wel 10 ye leue vs in great pouerte and fere, wher- 24 
Gerames and his fore we al desyre you not to forget vs/ and therwith 

companions weep 

on hearing Huon's they al wepte / then Huon sayd, 'I praye you make no 
suche sorowe for my departynge : for 11 knowe the busy- 
nes that causeth me to departe : for without I go for 28 
some socoure ye know well we ar but dede / &, Gerames, 
I gyue you the kepynge of my wyfe and chyld / ye ar 
bounde to serue me trewely / for in you I haue my 
parfyght trust 'Syr/ quod Gerames, 'haue ye no 32 

1 Madame. 1 there. s — 3 omitted. 4 but. 
6 bee. 6 shee. 7 commend. 8 — 8 vntill I. 
• Fol. Ixxxv. col. 2. w that. 
11 yee. 
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doughte but that as longe as I baue lyfe in my body, I but Geramee 
shal not fayle them in lyfe nor dethe.' protect 

Esclaramondeand 

IT When Huon hard Gerames say so, he began sore ciariet, so long «• 
4 to wepe / and the fayre lady Esclaramonde be gan to 
make suche sorowe that 1 pety it was to see: 2 she EecUramonde u 

sorely grieved 

wrange hyr handes and tare hyr here, and made suche when Huon uk« 

leave of her. 

cryes 3 that euery man had pety of hyr / 4 they comforted 
8 hyr as moche as they myght : she had great cause to 
wepe and to be sorowfull / for 6 or euer 6 Huon returned 
to Burdeaux she and* all they that were with her suf- 
feryd so moche payne and pouerte that to shewe it wold 
12 cause a harde harte to wepe for petye. And after that 
Huon had thus spoke to his companye, he entered in 
to his chapell, & was confessyd of the bysshop of the Haon is confessed 

r ' J by the biehop of 

citye, 6 and was hoselyd. 6 Then the bysshop gaue to the city, 

who gives him a 

16 Huon a stoole that was halowed and of great vertue, & hallowed stool, 
sayde, ' syr, I requyre you, for y e loue of our lorde lesu 
chryst / kepe well this stoole, for such an owre maye which should 

. stand him in 

falle that it wyl stand you in good stede.' Huon ryght good stead. 
20 humbly toke it, and thankyd the bysshope. It dyd 
hym good seruyse after 7 / for on a daye as he passed 
he / 8 had therof so great nede that he wolde not a for- 
borne it for .xiiii good cities, as ye shall here 9 after. 

24 How Huon departed fro the cytye of Bur- 
deaux, and sayled tyl 10 be came into the 
hye see, & had manye great fortunes. 

Ca. .cvii. 

, Hen Huon had take;* the halowed 
stoole, he delyuered it to his chapleine, 
who was a wyse man and of a holy 
lyfe, and commaundyd hym to kepe it 

„ __ _ M , . , . , Huon takes with 

well. Then he toke .v. knyghtes to him five knights, 

1 great. 8 her. 3 out-cries. 4 yet. 6 ~* before. 
6 and reeeiued the Sacrament. 7 afterward. 
8 Fol. lxxxv. back, col. 1. 9 more heereafter. 10 vntill. 
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and a chaplain 
and a clerk. 



Huon finally blda 
his wife farewell 
amid her tears. 



He and hie 
company embark 
In a ship moored 
on the Garonne, 
and sail away. 



Huon weeps at 
the thought of 
having left his 
wife and 
daughter. 



The ship enters 
the high sea. 



haue with hym, and his chappleyne and a clarke to 
serue hym. Then Huon went to his wyfe, and kyssyd 
her at hys departynge, and she fell in a swoune in his 
army8, & Huon sore wepynge releuyd her, and sayd / 4 
'fayre ladye, I requyre you forbere makyng of this 
sorow.' ' A, 1 syr,' quod she, 4 well I ought to be dolent, 2 
syn ye le^ue me me besegyd with them that desyrethe 
your de the' / 'dame/ 4 quod Huon, 'dyscorafort you 8 
not / for by the grace of god I shall make a shorte 
retourne.' Then he clypped and kyssed her, recom- 
maundyng her to our lorde Iesu chryst. Then Huon 
and suche as were appoynted to go with hym departed 12 
out of the palays, and went to a backe posterne vpon 
the ryuer of Geround, where there was a shyp redy and 
rychely garnyshyd with all thynges conuenyente / 
then 6 Huon clene 6 arm yd & his men enterid into the 16 
shyp & had no hors with them / when Huon departed, 
he delyuered his good hors to the kepyng of syr Bar- 
narde his cosyn / and toke his leue of Gerames and of 
all his other companye / and so lyfte 7 vp sayle, and 20 
so 8 or 9 it was day in the mornynge he was more then .ii 
leges fro Burdeaux. Then Huon regarded y e citye, and 
sore wepynge dyd reeommaunde it to our lorde Iesu 
chryste, humblye requyryng hym to haue in his saue- 24 
garde his citye / wyfe / and chylde, & al other that 
were within it. Thus duke Huon sayled a long the 
ryuer of Gerounde, petyously complaynyng for his wyfe, 
the fayre Esclaramounde, & for his fayre doughter, 28 
Claryet / whom he coude not forget / for he had so great 
dought to lese them that when he rememberyd them 
he wepte. 10 So long they sayled 10 that they enteryd 
in to the hyghe see / 11 he had good cause to wepe and 32 
to make 12 sorow : for he neuer entered agayne in to 



1 good, 
4 Madame. 
. • ere 



2 sorowfull. 8 Fol. lxxxv. back, col. 2. 
6 there. 6 being. * hoysed. 8 so omitted, 
lo-io They sayled so long. 11 and. 12 great. 
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Burdeaux tyll 1 the emperour had taken it, who hated 
duke Huon mortally. Huon beynge in his shyp 
thought in hymself, that 2 his harte gaue hym or 3 he 
4 returned to the cytye of Burdeaux, that 4 the citye shuld Huon feanthat 
he taken and his wyfe 5 led away / wherfore 8 he deter- t^tSf^r 
myned in his corage, that if it so / 7 fortuned, and if whUe u awa3r - 
euer he returned agayn, what so euer ende came thero£ 
8 he wolde sle the emperoure Thyrry, & that castell nor 
towne shulde not saue hym. There was a notable 
knyght with Huon who sayd : 8 'syr, leue your musyng a knight offe™ 
and set 9 your hope 10 in god. he shall ayde you & 

12 socoure you in all your affayres 11 / he shall 12 helpe your 
wyfe and kepe your citye tyll 1 ye returne / discomforte 
your selfe no further. 13 thynke of god / and praye to 14 
hym to geue you the grace to acowplyshe your vyage / 

16 the whiche I hope ye shall 15 do 15 yf ye thus do ' / when 
Huon harde hym he was 16 confortyd, and thanked the 
knyght: and so sayled forthe tyll 1 they were far on 17 Theyeaiionwarda 

and lose their 

the see & loste theyr ryght way / for the shyp turned way. 

20 on the ryght hand and loste the waye that they shulde 
haue sayled / and saylyd in to places not knowen to 
enye of the maryners / wherof the patron was sore 
abasshed in hym selfe, without makynge eny knowleg 

24 therof / 2 so lowge they sayled with wynd and wether 

that they aryued at a porte where as they founde many They arrive at a 

port, 

botes / then 18 they caste theyr ancre and went a lond to where they find 
refres8he them 19 / then Huon called to hym the mayster """^ ****** 
28 of the shyp and demaundyd of hym yf he coud sayle 
to y* realme of Aufamie / * syr,' quod y e mayster, 1 1 
was neuer there nor I haue no wyll 20 to go thether / it 
were a folye for me to take on 17 me to sayle thether, 

1 vntill. 8 and. 8 that before. 4 omitted. 
8 the faire Escleremond. fl therefore. 7 Fol. lxxxvi. col. 1. 
8 vnto him. 9 put. 10 trust. 11 enterpryzes. 
12 will. u but. 14 vnto. not faile of. 

w muoh, 17 vppon. 18 there. u themselues. 



20 minde. 
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The pilot of the 
Teasel does not 
know in what 
direction to sail. 



and a new pilot 
is (.ought and 
found. 



He warns Huon 
that the voyage to 
Aufaroie, the 
realm of hia 
brother-in-law, 
Is long and 
perilous. 



Huon is sad at 
the thought that 
a whole year 
must pass ere he 
can return to 
Bordeaux. 



Huon and his 
company move 
into a new ship. 



syn 1 1 had neuer no knowlege to sayle by that stray nge 
see. But I counsayle you 2 here in this porte where as 
ye ar no we to hyer a nother patron that can brynge 
you thether.' 4 frende,' quod Huon, ' I praye you to 4 
do so moche as to gette me one ' / ' syr/ quod he, ' I 
shall do that 8 I can ' / then he and Huon serchyd fro 
shyppe to shyppe and fro bote to bote to get a pelot / 
at laste they 4 came to an aunsyent man / who sayd that 8 
he coude well brynge them thether / and sayd how he 
had bene there before that tyme. ' Frend,' quod Huon, 
' yf ye wyll bringe me to the realme of Aufamie I shall 
geue you gold and syluer plente* / 'syr/ quod the olde 12 
patron, 1 1 shall do your pleasure / but, syr, one 8 I say 
to you / knowe for trouthe the vyage is 6 ryghte perel- 
ous & dangerous 6 to passe and a 7 long vyage. 8 it wyll 
be halfe a yeere or 9 ye can com thether / and besyde 16 
that we muste pas by a perelous Goulfe / the whiche is 
reputed to be one of the mouthes of hel / for 10 if by 
aduenture by 11 fortune of the wynde that we be bio wen 
nere to 12 it we shal neuer departe / but be loste for 20 
euer.' when Huon hard the pylot, he began to wepe 
and complayne for hys wyfe and his dere doughter 
whome he had lefbe in the citye of Burdeaux in great 
dought 18 to be taken. For he saw well then 2 he coud 24 
not returne 14 of a hole yere with eny socours / how be 
it, he lefte not his vyage / then he commaundyd his 
seruantis to dyscharge all his baggage and vytayles out 
of the one shyp in to the other / 16 when the new shyp 28 
with y e new patron was redy in all thynges Huon 
entered into it. Then the newe patron demaunded of 
the olde maryner the cause why thei came thether and 
fro whense they came. 1 Syr/ quod he, ' trew it is we 32 



1 seeing. 2 that 8 what. 4 Fol. Ixxxvi. col. 2. 
8 thing. 6 very daungerous for. 7 verie. 8 for. 
• ere, 10 and. 11 or. 12 vnto. 13 daungcr. 
14 for the space. 16 and. 
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came fro the citye of Burdeaux / the whiche stondethe The old mariner 
vpon a notable ryuer, and when we were entered in to pilot or the 
the see / a sore wynde rose vpon vs in suche wyse that pn,viou * voyage * 
4 we were constrayned to abandon our shype to the wynde, 
and wether, and fortune of the see / the whiche hathe 
brought vs nether' / 'frond/ quod the new patron / 
' as sone as ye were out of the ryuer of Gerounde, yf ye «nd the letter 

* J shows how their 

8 had turned your 1 sterne towardes the sirode, 2 ye hadde old ship came to 
neuer comen hether, and within a moneth ye shulde right course, 
haue com to the realme of Aufamie, where as now ye 
be 8 far of ' / when Huon vnderstode the cause of theyr 

12 comynge thether, he was ryght sorowfull and sore dys- 
pleased yf he coude haue amendyd it. But his dys- 
pleasure coude not ayde 4 him : but rather hynder hym / 
therfore he let it pas, and so toke leue of hys fyrst 

16 patron, and lyfte vp theyr ancres and sayles : and when Huon sete forth 

r J r J j again In his new 

they were in the see the wynde arose / and encreased ship, 
more and more 6 in suche wyse that they were more 
then 5 .vi. wekys that y e wynde chaungyd not, so that 
20 yf god had sufferyd the wynd to haue continued one 
monethe or .vi. wekys lenger, they had com to the 
place where as they wolde haue bene. But or* they 
came there, they sufferyd moche payne / for there rose and encounters 

mighty storms. 

24 vpon them suche a wynde 7 that they were forsed to 
auayle theyr sayles. The heuen waxed darke, the mone 
was couerid / the tourment was great and maruaylous, 8 
the waues of the se were of a great heyghte and orryble 9 

28 to beholde / whereby, whether they wolde or not, they 
were constreyned to go as the wynde wolde lede them / 
theyr fortune was so 10 terryble / that there was neuer 
sene suche a 11 storme before / wherof Huon and his men 

32 and his patron were 12 sore abasshed, 12 and specyally the 

1 Fol. lxxxvi. back, col. 1. 2 sea roade. 8 verie. 
4 belpe. 6-6 for the space of. 6 ere. 7 and tempest. 
8 dauDgerous. • terrible. 10 great and. 
11 mightie. greatly afraide. 
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The pilot u patron more then Huon was / he was. sore dyscom- 
■oniydiMomfited, j peteouslye he called on our lorde Iesu 

chryste / requyrnge hym to bryng them to a good 
porte / there was nother maryner nor patron but that 1 4 
and knows not were sore abasshyd, 2 nor they wyste not where they 

whither he ia ... 

going. were. .They were in this tourmente 8 the space of .x. 

dayes, In 1 the whiche tyme they neuer saw the 4 clere- 
nes of the sonne : for the darkenesse that was there as 8 
then / the which 5 greatly anoyed 6 them. And when 
it came to the xi day, and that the tourment and wynd 
began to abate and the see 7 pesable and sty 11 / where 
with 8 Huon and his companye were well comforted: 12 
At length the nu the heuen clered vp and the 9 sonne cast out his rayes 
appeari, alonge vpon the see / then 10 when the master 11 sawe 

and the wind* the fortune of the see, and the great tourment began to 

abate. ' 

sease, he caused one of the maryners to mounte vp into 16 
the toppe to se yf he myght se 12 any lond / but he coude 
se none, wherof the patron was sore 13 abasshyed & sayd 
how 14 he knew not 15 wl\er 15 he was, for he neuer say lyd 
in that 16 partyes / and sayd to Huon, 'syr, it is fyfty 20 
yeres syn 14 I fyrate vsed the see / but yet I neuer say led 
in these partyes, wherof I haue great maruayle ' / when 
Huon harde that he was sore dyspleasyd and sayd / 
'syr, let vs take the aduantage of the wynde and let 24 
our shyppe dryue vnder the conducte of our lord Iesu 
chryst. I hope that our lorde god wyll not suffer vs 
to be pershysshed in this se.' ' Syr/ quod the patron, 
' I 17 agre well to your sayinge, and so let vs do ' / then 28 
The »hip goee they turned theyr helme and toke the wynd in to theyr 
M?one\m>wt m ful sayle / the wynde was good and fresshe and the see 18 
meke & pesable / so that within a shorte tyme 19 they 
had say led a great iourney. Then Huon called on 20 our 32 

1 all. 1 afraide. 3 for. 4 Fol. lxxxvi. back, col. 2. 

6 did verie. 8 annoy. T waxed. 8 therewith. 
• glorious. 10 omitted. 11 of the shippe. u discrie. 
13 greatly. 14 that. u — 16 in what country. 
18 those. 17 do. 18 very. w space. 20 vppon. 



what direction to 
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lord god and helde vp his handes towardes the 1 heuen, 
& sayd / 2 'very god, who in this 8 worlde transetory 
woldeste 3 wochesaue to be borne in the wombe of a 

4 maid, and after 4 here reygned 4 .xxxii. yeres, and then 
•reseyuyd 5 dethe and passyon vpon a frydaye / and after 
6 rose 6 from dethe to lyfe and wente into hell and drewe 
out 1 the 1 sowles / out of 1 the 1 paynes inf email 7 / syr, 1 

8 8 as I beleue that this is trewe, I requyre the to haue HaonputsMa 

trust in Christ. 

petye and compassyon of 9 vs & gyue vs grace 10 to scape 
safely 10 out of this perelous see / and to kepe and saue 
my ryght dere 11 wyfe Esclaramonde & my chylde : and 

12 my noble lordes whome I haue lefte in Burdeaux in 
great perell of theyr lyues, and gyue me that 12 grace 
that I may brynge with me suche socours and ayde that 
thereby to 18 brynge them out of the daunger that they 

16 be in.' 

% How Huon aryued on the perelous Goulfe, 
wher as he spake with Indus, and howe he 
aryued at the porte of the Adamant. 
20 Ca. .Cviii 

Hen Huon had made his prayers to 
god / he behelde in to the see and sawe Haon looks 
a farre of / lyke a great pese of can- 
was / and therby he harde as 14 great a He hears a 

thunderous roar, 

noyse as thoughe there had ben a 
thowsande smethes and a thowsande carpenters and a 
thowsande great rynnynge riuers to gether, 15 betynge 
28 and labourynge. 16 17 Huon, who harde this great noyse : 

hadde great fere therof , so that he wyste not what to do, and grows fearful. 

1 omitted. * Thou. *— 8 transitorie world diddest. 

*— 4 afterwards diddest raigne heere vpon earth. 
*-* didst suffer. that didst rise. 7 Even so. 

8 Fol. lxxxvii. col. 1. 9 vppon. 
lo-w that we may safely escape. u and louing. u the, 
" I may. 14 Fol. lxxxvii. col. 2. « alL 
16 (fabourynge in original.) 17 to gether. 
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The ship 
approaches the 
gulf, that forms 
one of the gates of 

hell. 



The pilot fears 
that they will not 
pass that way in 
safety. 



Huon addresses 
his wife, 



and prepares 
himself for ' 



The ship goes 
nearer to the 
perilous waters. 



and so were al tho 1 that were in his companye / the 
patron commaunded a maryner to mounte vp into the 
toppe 2 to se what thynge it was that made all that 
noyse / and so he dyd, 3 and behelde that waye / and at 4 
last he parseyued the daungerous Goulfe, wherof he had 
harde often tymes spoken 4 of 4 / wherof 6 lie had suche 
fere that nere hand he had fallen downe into the see / 
he came downe and sayd to 6 the patron, ' Syr, we be al 8 
in the way to be lost, for we be nere one of the Gonlfes 
of hel 1 1 wherof Huon and the patron and all other had 
suche fere that they 7 trymbelyd. ' Syr/ qnod the 
patron, 'knowe for troughthe it is inpossyble to scape 12 
out of this perelous Gulfe / for all y e sees and waters 
and ryuers there assemblethe to gether / and perforce 
we muste passe that waye ' / when Huon harde that, 8 
he began petyously to co?nplayne and sayd / ' a, swete 9 16 
wyfe E8claramonde, I se nowe clerely that our loues 
must departe / the beaute and y* bounte that is in you 
I can not forget. Alas ! I shall neuer se you. 10 I 
praye to our lorde Iesu christ to gyue you that grace to 20 
be agreyde withe the emperoure Therry to the entente 
that in peas and reste ye maye vse the resedewe of your 
lyfe / for as for me I shall neuer brynge you eny socours 
or ayde/ Then he studyed a season and then sayd, 11 24 
' good lorde, I thanke the, syn it pleasethe the that I 
shall pas out of this worlde, I humbely requyre the to 
receyue my sowle into thyne han 12 /des. as for the 13 
body and lyfe I care lytell for / synne 14 it pleaseth the 28 
that I shal thus ende my dayes.* 16 Then Huon lefte 
his wepynge and the wynde seasyd and the sayle 
abated: yet neuer the lesse, the shyppe styll went 
forthe a lone in such wyse as thoughe it had flowen on 32 

1 those. * of the mast. 8 and looked round about him. 
*— 4 omitted, 6 and thereof. 6 vnto. 7 all. 
8 then. • and louing. 10 more. 11 againe. 



18 Fol. lxxxvii. back, col. 1. 



13 



u and depart this life. 



my. 14 seeing. 
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y* see / 'Syr/ quod the mayster, 1 'ye maye se clerely 2 
that we nede not to trawaile our selfe to gyde our 
shyppe / for the Goulfe that is so nere vs drawethe the The gulf draws 

4 shyp to 8 hym in suche haste as ye maye see. 4 Anone danger, 
ye shall se that we shall toumble therm* / 'mayster/ 
quod Huon, 'it is conuenyente 6 that we abyde the 
aduenture and fortune of the'see, such as our lorde god 

8 wyll sende. lette vs truste in hym, and desyre hym 
that his pleasure be falfylled : 4 more I caw not 6 saye, 
for agaynste hym we can not 6 stryue.' Then Huons 
chapelayne confessen them one after another. 4 Then 
12 incontynent the great noyse seasyd. For 7 they came 

thether at a good poynte / for the 8 same tyme as theyr 9 Happily the guif 

... . ... was very full, so 

fortune was y e gulfe was full and playne / so that a that ships might 
shyppe myght pas ouer it without daunger as well as safe'y.*" '* 

16 in a nother place of the see / 4 when the patron sawe 
that, he sayde to Huon, ' Syr, we oughte greatly to 
thanke our lorde god / for we ar nowe come at suche 
a tyme that the Goulfe is full and playne, so that we 

20 maye passe ouer suerly with oute any daunger 9 / when 
Huon harde that, he was ryght Ioyfull and all wepynge 
he knelyd downe and so dyd all the companye, and Huon and his 
dewoutly they thanked our lord god that he had sent andXankGod 

24 them that 9 grace. Then Huon rose vp and saw besyde Ovation. 

hym a great pese of canwasse. And the waues of the a piece of canvas 

. . t i-i/. 1 * >een above 

see / betynge agaynste it with great vyolence / wherof waves, 

he hadde great marueyle. For the waues of the see 

28 bet 10 so sore agaynste the clothe and with so great 

vyolens : that they reculed backe / & for all the 

betynge of the see agaynste the canuas yet it brake not. 

Then Huon harde a woyse cryenge on hye, u petuously 11 and a piteous 

voice is heard, 

32 complaynynge, saynge, ' O, very god, in an yll oure I complaining of 
was borne when I solde the pusuant god who ded me fortune. 

1 of the shippe. 1 euidently. 8 vnto. * and. 
* now. 6 — 6 omitted. J But. 8 verie. 9 good. 
10 Fol. lxxxvii. back, col. 2. and pitifully. 
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It toll* bow 
Jmui wu sinAUly 
•old for thirty 



and how he who 
did tiit deed wu 
blinded by the 
deril. 



The pilot oiks 
who it is that 
makes the pitiful 
complaint, 



bat no answer la 
vouchsafed. 



Then Huon 
repeats the 



that grace 1 as to take me as one of hys dyceyples & 
apostelles / and for the goodnes that he dyd me I ren- 
deryd hym an y 11 2 rewarde for the dewy 11 : the enemy e 
of all humayne lynage enteryd into my body, y e whiche 4 
was ful of synne / and exortyd me to selle my god & 
good lorde / for .xxx. pens of money that was then 
corante in the countre of Iudee / and, vnhappy that I 
was, yf I had trusted in his great marce all the trespas 8 
that I had done had bene forgeuen me. But pryde and 
mysbeleue and wanhope 8 that was in me wttft the 
deuyll: who blyndyd myne vnderstondynge, 4 wolde 
not suffer me to haue enye hope of grace or pardon for 12 
my trespas. For of my synne I neuer had repe/ztaunce. 
And the deuyll doughtynge to haue loste me put roe in 
to dysparasyon, wherby I loste 6 goddes grace. 5 For yf 
I wolde haue axed marcy of my lord god he wolde 16 
haue pardoned me of all the trespas that I had com- 
mytted agaynst hym. Alas ! 6 caytyue that I am, fro 
hense shall I neuer departed 7 IT when the mayster of 
the shyppe harde this woyce / he demaunded of hym 20 
and sayd / * what arte thou that thus peteously com- 
playnethe? I commaunde the to shewe me 8 yf 8 there 
be any man leuynge in this worlde that can ayde and 
socoure the, and caste the out of the 9 payne that thou arte 24 
in : ' when the voice hard hym, he spake no mo wordes 
nor gaue 10 none answere. 11 Then Huon 12 awaunsed 
hymselfe to the bourde of the shyppe, 13 desyrous to know 
what thynge it was that made that peteous 14 cowplaynte, 28 
and sayde, * Thou that so sore doste complayne, 16 1 con- 
iure the in the name of our lorde Iesu chryste and by 
all his powre, and by the glory ous 16 vyrgyn saynt Mary 

1 fauour. * euill. 8 false hope. 4 and. 

the grace of god. 6 poore. 
* but alwaies to remaine in this torment and paine. 
8—s and whether. 9 torment and. 10 made. 
n at all. " Fol. Ixxxviii. col. 1. 13 being. 14 pitifully 
16 and mourne. 10 blessed. 
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his mother / and "by all the sayntes & holy auwgelles 
and arcangelles : that are in y e realme of paradyse / 
and by all that euer god 1 made 1 in heuen and in erthe / 

4 that thou answere and shewe me what man thou arte, 
and who hathe put the here 2 / and wherfore thou art 
here : and wether thou maysto come to vs or not : & 
what is thy name : and why that this canwas is here 

8 set / wherfore it seruethe : 8 and yf euer it may be put 
fro the. 8 And also shew me yf euer thou shalte 
departo 4 hens or not. 

IT When this woyse had harde Huon coniure hym 
12 in such wyse, it answered hym shortely and sayde : 

' O thou mortall man that haste coniured me so sore : The reply com« 

that it is Judas 

and 5 a 5 desyryd 6 to know my name, I shall shewe 7 the ; iecariot who is 
know 7 for sartayne that my name is Iudas, & 8 am the* ■ pe * klng ' 

16 same man that solde 10 Iesu Chryste to the lues for 
.xxx. pens than beynge corante 11 in the countree of 
Iudee / & deliueryd into theyr handes my ryght dere 
lorde and mayster, who so moche 12 honoure had done to 18 

20 me, as to 13 holde me wit h hym 13 as one of his apostelles, 
and by a false and faynte loue I kyssed hym on the 
mouthe 6 to shewe the lues wiche he 14 was. And after He recites ho*r 

he grieved to see 

I saw hym be ten and yll intretyd as ye may here 15 in his Master inured 
24 the holy scryptures & Ewangelystes : who 16 of his betrayed Him, 
passyon hathe made mensyon 16 / and when I sawe how 
I had betrayed my mayster, I was sorowfull 17 and sore 
dyspleasyd 18 but I neuer durst cry hym marcy / wh[e]rein but dared not ask 
28 I dyd 19 great foly / for he was so petuous 20 and full ormerc y- 
of marcy, 21 yf I had cryed hym marcy he wolde 22 afor- 
geven me / but the dewy 11, whiche is ennemye to all 

*— 1 hath made and created. 2 in this miserie. 
s - 3 omitted. 4 from. 6—6 also hast fl for. 
7 — 7 vnto the. 8 I. 9 selfe. 10 our lord. 11 money. 
n — 12 honoured. 1S ~ 13 account 14 he he in original. 
15 read. u—u therein haue made mention of his passion. 
17 at my hart. 18 Fol. Ixxxviii. col. 2. 19 commit 
» pitifull. 21 that 22 haue. 
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He itmngied vmayne creatures, wold not suffre me to do it But I went 

himself upon a 

tree, and strangelyd and hawgyd my selfe on a tree. 1 when 

a»d his soul wu I was dede my sowle was taken and set in the plase 
to remain there where as ye see me now : and here I shall be 2 for euer 4 
2 ever * in tounnente and 3 in 8 payne / for neuer shall I departe 

from hens : for no we it is to late to call for grace, for 4 y e 
dome 4 is geuen vpon me : wherfore I do and muste suffer 
this tourmen & payne : 6 for all the waters and ryuers of 8 
y e world doth assemble together here, there 6 as I am in 
Tormented onto this Goulfe / wher I am so 7 beten and tourmewted by 

death, Judas 

cannot die. the great waues and course of the great ryuers. Thus 

I am tourmented and can not 8 dye, nor neuer come out 12 
The canvas, on of this tourmente nor payne / this Canwas that ye de- 

which he lies, was , _ . «, , « , , ,a . . , 

given him by God maunde wherto it 9 dothe serue, 9 and whye 10 it is here 
the wind on the set, know for 11 trouthe, that on a day I gaue it for the 
fcSu£ d hi once loue of god / nor I neuer gaue after eny thyng for goddes 16 
c?n*»Tin 7 cnarlty sak e > as lowge as I leuyde / and therfore when I was 

tortiie love of ^ our fafo ^ WQ j ( j e jfaft tne g Q()( j flede tnat j 

had done in geuynge this canwas for his sake, shulde 
not be vnrewardyd : therfor our lorde god wold that 20 
this Canwas shulde be set on my ryght syde, to the 
entente 12 to sauo me from the wynde, and from the 
great waues of the see that 13 cometh so boysteously a 
gaynst me / as ye haue sene how they bete agaynste 24 
this Canwas / I had no grace to aske marcye of our 
lorde god for my trespas, the deuyll was so great withe 
me / wherfore let euery man take ensaple by me, and 
aske marcy while he haue space. 1 14 Thus I haue 28 
Hnon advises shewed you all my dede.' 15 'Iudas.' quod Huon, 'I 

Judas to ask for 

God's mercy even belyue yf that than wilte yet crye to god for marcy he 
wyll haue marcy and pety of 16 the/ ' Nay, nay, 1 qwod 
ludas, ' to praye can not awayle me, for I am dampned 32 

1 and. 2 remaine. 3 ~ 3 omitted. 4 ~ 4 iudgement 
6 continually. 6 heere euen. 7 sore. 8 by no meanes. 
serueth. 10 wherefore. 11 a. 12 for. 13 here 
14 Fol. Ixxxviii. back, col. 1. 16 state. 16 on. 
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for euer / and yf ye wyll beleue me be ware, 1 tary not Judas ded«rM 

» * \ y „ i i i that heiaforeret 

here to long, for yf ye do ye shall neuer departe hense damned, 
for the Goulfe, 2 the 2 whiche is no we full and playne, 

4 it wyll not reste 3 long but that y e see wyll issue out, & 
all the ryuers with in it / ye were happy that ye came 
at the owre that ye dyd. For anone the waters wyll 
Issue out with suche a bowndaunce / that the waues 

8 that wyll ryse shall seme lyke hye mountaynes : it is 
more then two hondred yeres synne there passyn any 
shyppe this way / but that men, shyppe and all, were 
swalowed in to the Goulfe / wherfore, Huon, I counsayle and ur^es Huon, 

' . as he loves life, 

12 the that incontynente thou departe hense / without to hasten away 

from the perilous 

thou wylte be lost for euer ; it is tyme that thou depart guic 
hens whyles the Goulfe is full / it will not longe rest, 
but that the waters wyll Issue out with suche brute 

16 and noyse, that yf ye be .xv. leges of ye shall well here 
the tourmente that it wyll make. If ye had comen but 
halfe an owre soner then y e dyd ye had neuer scaped 
the daunger therof.' 

20 U When Huon vnderstode Iudas, he hadde great 
maruayle / he 1 Ioyned his handy s towarde the heuen : 
thankynge god of the grace that he had sente hym / 
Then Huon desyred y e patron that they myght departe 

24 thense in hast. ' Syr/ quod he, ' it shall be done.' Then 

they drewe vp theyr sayles, and so departyd / they hade The p'lot hurries 
not say led a leege but that they sawe a farre of great »nd sees behind 
brondis of fyre brynnyng 4 Issuynge out of y' Goulfe so issuinKfrom 

_ the golf. 

28 longe and so hye that they had nere hande come to 
6 theyr shyppe. And the waues that Issued out of y* — 
Goulfe were as- hye as mountaynes, and they aproched 
so nere 0 theyr shyppe that they 7 were nye 7 perysshyd for 

32 theyr shyppe was nere hand full of water, so that they 
had moche to do to lade out the water, and were fayne 

1 and. *— 2 omitted. 8 continue. 4 burning. 
6 Fol. lxxxviii. back, col. 2. 6 vnto. 
7 ~ 7 had like to haue. 
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At a great paoa 
they passed on, 
for the water 
drove them 
onwards. 



No land is In 
sight for many 
weeks. 



At length a high 
rock with a thick 
wood, 

and a white 
house upon it, is 
seen afar oft 



They sail In thst 
direction, 



to abate theyr sayle. For 1 the water that Issuyd out 
of the Goulfe draue them so rudely 2 that a byrde coude 
fleye no faster then they wente. In that case they 
were a monethe, and d urste neuer hoyse vp sayle / 4 
8 Thus they draue a greate season without seyght 4 of 
any londe / then Huon called vpon god, and sayde / 
1 A, verey god, I hadde rather haue taryed styll in myne 
own countre, and haue taken suche fortune as it shulde / 8 
a 8 pleased the to sende me : then here to be loste in 
this straunge see. A, lady Esclaramond, I pray to 6 
god 7 kepe you and Clary et, my doughter / 8 1 thynke I 
sbal neuer se you more.' Thus Huon complayned 12 
saylyng in the see in fere of his lyfe. 1 Thus they were 
in the daunger of this Goulfe .v. wekys, and neuer 
coude se londe, wher of they were in great fere / often 
times they prayed to our lorde to haue petye of them. 16 
Then Huon desyred the patron to mounte vp to y a 
maste / to se yf he myght se any londe. 1 The patron, 
who greatly desyryd so to do, anone he mounted vp 
and regardyd on all partyes to se yf he myght spye any 20 
londe. at last he sawe afarre of an hye rocke / and on 
y e heyght therof they sawe a thicke wode, and at the 
enter of the wode he sawe a lytell howse / wherof he 
thankyd god, and descewdyd downe and shewyd Huon 24 
what he had sene, and sayde / 1 syr, yonder, a far of, 
I haue sene a great rocke, & on y* heyght therof a 
great thycke wode, & therin I haue sene a lytcl house, 
or hermy 9 tage ; the howse is whyght, I can not tel 28 
what yt is 3 / by the grace of god or 10 yt be nyght we 
shall take 7 londe there and fefresshe vs 11 / when Huon 
hard that he was ryght ioyfull, and thankyd god. Then 
they drewe to that parte, and had good wynde and a 32 
fresshe / wenynge to haue come thether the same. 



1 and. * swiftly. 
6 vnto. 7 to. 

10 ere. 



3 but. 4 seeing. 6 haue. 
8 for. 9 Fol. Ixxxix. col. 1. 
u our selves. 
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nyght, but they sayled .iiii. dayes and .iiii. nyghtes, 

and coude come no nerer to the woode then they were but it seems ♦<> 

before, wherof they had marneyle / it semed to them them.* b * i ° n 
4 euer that the wode and the howse rose vp hygher and 
hygher / Uhen they coud not tell whether they went / 
yf they had knowen they wold not haue gone thether 

for all the golde of 2 the worlde / for yf god had not They little knew 

8 had petye of them they were all lykely to haue ben apprrahVT* the 

lost / for tho plase that they sawe a farre of was a Adamant, which 

castell, and therin closyd the rock of the Adamant: u very djk,, « eroiw - 
the which castell was daungerous to aproche / for yf 

12 enye shyppe come nere it and haue any Iron navies it draws toward* 

J it all ships with 

within it, and 3 a shyppe come within the syght therof, iron nails in u. 

the Adamant wyll drawe the shyppe to 4 hym. And 

therfore in those partyes the shyppes that sayleth by Therefore shipe 

16 that see ar made and pynned with woodden nayles, and IhoSd be made"** 
without any maner of Iron, otherwyse they be loste TaUs. W00den 
and perysshyd. For the proportye of the Adamawt is 
to drawe Iron to hym / thus Huon and his company 

20 were there the space of .vi. dayes, goynge and saylynge 
abought the rocke of the castell of the Adamand. But 
yf they had had a good wynde the fyrst daye, they had 
aryued euen at the whyghte howse, that they sawe The white house 

24 fyrste in the woode / the which was the fayrest and most ever, is ruii of 
rycheste howse in y e worlde, within the whiche was so 2nd I eiyben.iti- 
moch golde and rychesse that no man leuinge 5 coude ful,ywrousht * 
esteme the walue therof / for the pyllers within that 

28 howse were of Cassedony / and the walles and towres of 
whyghte Alablaster. There was neuer dyscryued 
in[s]crypture nor hy story the beauty of such a castell as 
this was, for whenne the sonne cast his rayes on it it 

32 semyd a far of to be of fyne christal, it was so clere 

shynyngo. In this castell was nothcr man nor woman : But only dead 

men's bones lie 

but dede mennes bones lyenge at the gate of this within it. 

1 and. 2 in. 3 that. 4 vnto. 
6 Fol. Ixxxix. col. 2. 
CHARL. ROM. VIII 0 0 
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castell / at the porte there lay many shyppes, so that 
theyr inastes semyd a far of to be a great foreste. 



The castle is 
impregnable. 



The thick wood 
which the 
mariners thought 
they saw from 
afar, was made of 
the masts of ships 
attracted by the 
Adamant, and 
wrecked. 



Huon's ship 
strikes her sails, 



but she 

approaches the 
rock at a swift 
pace, and the 
Bailors cannot 
turn her course 
aside. 




% How Huon deuysed withe his patron in 
regardyng of the castell of the Adamat. 4 

Ca. .C.ix. 

His castel was set on a rocke of the 
Adamant stone : for 1 the eest to the 
weest was not so stronge a castell / 8 
for yf al the worlde had come before 
it, and men wiV/in to defend it, coude 
neuer be won by eny mortall men : 
the forest that 2 semyd to them a far of were y e mastes 12 
of 3 the 3 shyppes that had bene there aryued by con- 
straynte of the Adamant / but for all y e shyppes that 
were there / there was no Meuyng man / but 4 there 
lay 3 the 8 bones of them 5 that had dyed by famyne 16 
& rage / Huon and his company had great maruayle / 
for when they aproched nere to y e castell, they were 
forsyd to stryko sayle / for the Adamant drewe the 
shypp so sore that, yf they had not quickely stricken 20 
theyr sayle, the 6 shypp had broken all to peses, & 
they all 7 drowned in the see. The shyppe wente 
so faste that it was maruayle 8 to consider it. 9 Then 
the patron of the shyp, who was wyse & sage, 10 24 
knew anone how 11 they were nere to the castell of the 
Adamant, because theyr shyppe went so fast without 
sayle thetherward / faster then yf they had had a full 
wynd in all theyr sayles / nor 9 they coude not tourne 28 
theyr shyppe no 12 way fro that part, 13 they wold gladly 
haue returned 3 yf they had coude, 3 but it wold not be 



1 from. 2 so. s - 3 amitted. 
4 ~ 4 man liuing therein, yet. 6 men. fl their. 
7 been. 8 maruailous. 8 and. 10 discreet. 



11 Fol. Ixxxix. back, col. 1. 



12 



any. 



13 for. 
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by cause the Adamant drew 1 so sore the Iron 1 to hym 
by nature; when the patron sawe that clerely 2 they 
shold 3 aryue there, he began peteously to wepe, 4 and 
4 sayde to Huon / ' syr, our lorde god hathe created vs in The pilot wan* 

Huon that he 

tliis worlde to lyue and to dye / and there is none but must now be 
6 that 5 inuste passe the passage of this, and by cause we prepared to 
knowe suerly that no creature can scape that / wher- 
8 fore 6 we ought to be contente with that 7 can be none 
otherwyse / syr I say this that 6 dethe to abyde, we 
must be comforted, for here 5 we muste all dye ' / when 
Huon harde the patron, he had great maruayle, and The knight does 

12 sayde / ' patron, I praye you shewe me the cause why the sailor's words, 
ye say thus? / in this castell that we se before vs, is 8 
there 9 Sarasyns within it, or spyrytes of hell that hathe 
sworne our dethe / suerly 1 dought them not, make good 

16 chere, be nothynge abasshed, take 10 corage in you, 10 

for by the ayde of our lorde Iesu chryst, and by the and longs to 

, attack the Utile 

forse of myne armes and good sword, if ther be eny casus, 
man within the castell that wyll resyste agaynste vs, I 

20 assure you I shall sone delyuer 11 hym. Anone ye shall 
se what I can do / I neuer saw in all my lyfe so fayre 
a castell / I cannot tell yf M they within wyll defend vs 
the entre in to the porte 13 ; yf they wyll haue any 

24 trybute of me, I shall gladly pay it, so they demaund 

no thynge elles / and yf I se 14 they wyll demaunde eny He promisee to 
thynge elles, 15 I shall shewe them how my sword can tifa^hoWiuo the 
cut 16 / for I had 17 jather 18 dye then in any prynces huenuanoef ^ 

28 courte it shulde be layde to my reproche 19 that for eny 
man I shulde recule 20 backe one fote, for fere or dought 
of 9 deth / for I wyll neuer be taken alyue, therby to 
dye in pryson ' / ' syr/ quod the patron, ' your forse 

1-1 the yron so sore. 2 needes. 8 must. 4 lament. 
*-* omitted. 8 therefore. 7 which. 8 are. 
9 any. 10 - 10 good courage and ioy. 11 you from. 

12 whether. 13 or not 14 that. 18 of mee. 
18 answeare it. 17 Fol. lxxxix. back, col. 2. 18 to. 
19 and shame. 20 retire. 

13 B 2 
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The pilot replies and great prowes can nothynge profyghte 1 you / for yf 

that human 

proweaaiiofno— ye 2 were as strong & as great as euer was Sampson / it 
shuld no thyng awauntage you ; I shall shewe you the 
cause wye / the castell that ye se yonder before you is 4 
the most fayrest and strow[g]este castell of 3 the worlde / 
it is set and compassed 4 a bought with a rocke of 

and t«u» him of Adamawtis stones / the whiche naturally drawethe 5 to 6 

the fatal rock. 

it all maner of Iron / as ye maye well se by our shyppe 8 
that gothe so faste with out any sayle : the Adamant 
drawethe 5 it bycause of the ancres and nayles that be 
in our shyppe / the woode that semethe to be a forest 
ar the mastes of suche shyppes as hath there aryued, 7 12 
drawne thether by the Adamant/ 
Huon U Ailed 1T When Huon vnderstode the patron, he was 8 

wee^ueousfy. sorowfull, and no maruayle / then peteously he com- 

playned for his wyfe & 9 his child / for he saw wel 10 he 16 
coud not scape the deth, nor neuer depart 11 thens. then 
he wepte peteously, and sayd, 12 ' a, very god, 12 who in 
this worlde haste fourmyd me / I require thy grase / 
that this 13 pouer synner that I am, enclyned to all 20 
He prays to God myssefortunes, that it maye please the to reseyue my 

to receive his soul , - . . , J 

into paradise, sowie into parody se ; as for my lyfe 14 none accounte 
and to save his therof. But I praye the, good lorde. to saue my wyfe 

wife and child. 

and chylde, whome I haue lefte in daunger of deth, or 24 
elles 15 wylayne pryson.' 15 And with thos wordes the 
His ship enters shyp entered in to the porte with such a force & pusaunce 

the port about the , _._ . . . 

rocks, that it ran 10 In amonge the other shyppes, so that yf 

rotten vessels the shype had not ben stronge, and y e otber shyppes 28 
Adamant stone, rotten, Huons shype had bene broken all to peses / 9 it 
amongXm" ranne vnder the water .iii. or .iiii. of the other old 
shippes / 17 when Huon sawe that hys shyppe was not 

1 auaile. 2 we. 8 in all. 4 round. 
6 doth draw. 6 vnto. 7 and are. 8 right 9 for. 
w that 11 from. 12 ~" ah, good Lord. 13 thus. 
14 I make. 15 ~ 15 in shame! nil imprisonment. 
10 Fol. Ixxxx. col. 1. 
17 ~ 17 and was not broken, thanked be almightie God. 
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broken he thanked god. 17 Than he loked into the 
hauen, and sawe so many shyppes that he had 1 maruayle 
therof / and he was sore 2 abasshed in that he sawe No man or 

woman it visible. 

4 nother man 8 nor 3 woman 4 sterynge abrode. Also he 
8 regardyd 5 the casteli, the which was so fay re and riche 
that there was none suche in 6 the worlde. Then he 
thought to sende thether one of his companye 7 to knowe 

8 what people were with in the casteli / he sawe well 8 
there was no waye to enter / but by a a strayte waye of The approach to 

J / J J J the castle is by 

C.C.C. and .lxxx. greses of heyght: y* way was so three hundred 

. and eighty steep 

strayte 9 that no man but one at ones coude mounte vp narrow steps. 
12 the grees, 10 he had great maruayle 11 when he sawe no 
man comynge fro the castel. Then he called one of his 
knyghtes, and sayde, ' Syr Arnolde, I wyll 12 that ye go HuonMdssir 

Arnold, a knight, 

vp to this casteli to see what people be within, 13 other 14 ciimbuptotne 

i/* i i • i i i i. i castle and bring 

16 sarasyns or paynymes ; knowe who is lorde there, 15 and word what 
save ho we 8 I greatly desyre to be aqueynted withe pe ° ple U?e ' eW * 
hym ; y f ye can do so moch that I myght 16 be aqueynted 
withe hym : then I & my men wyll mount vp to gether 

20 tyll 17 some good aduenture fall : for I haue hope in 
18 god yet 18 we shall skape this daunger/ ' Syr,' quod 
Arnolde, 1 1 shall do 19 your pleasure ' 19 / then he departed, sir Arnold 

departs, 

and went fro one shyppe to another tyll 17 he came to the »nd mounts up 

the steps. 

24 londe / 20 then he went to the rocke and founde the grees 21 
and mounted vp. But or 22 he came to the casteli gate 
he rested hymselfe .iii. tymes, 20 when he came to the 
gate he rested hym he was so wery: and beheld the The gate of the 

" castle is 

28 gate, the ^whiche semyd to 24 hym meruelusly fayre; 25 marvellously fair, 
then he began to crye and calle to the entent that some He calls out for a 

man to speak 

man shuld come 20 to speke with hym ; 20 when he saw with, 

1 great 2 dismayed and. 8 - 3 omitted. 4 nor Child. 
*-* looked about him and beheld. 6 throughout all. 
7 for. 8 that. 9 and narrow. 10 degraees. 
11 & was sore troubled in mind. 12 and command. 
13 it. 14 either. 16 of. 18 maye. 17 vntill 
18-18 our lord that. 19 — 19 as you haue commaunded me. 
20 and. 11 degrees. 22 before. 23 Fol. lzxxx. col. 2. 
24 vnto. 28 and rich. 
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but no one replies 



HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. cix. 



for neither man 
nor woman ia 
within. 



On the right of 
the hall door he 
»ees a serpent 
higher thi\n a 
horse, with eyea 
gleaming like 
torches. 



The noise of Sir 
Arnold's shouting 
rouses the 
serpent; 

it approaches the 
gate. 

The knight is 
filled with alarm, 
and hurries back 
to the ship. 



He tells Huon of 
the horrible 
serpent. 



that none dyd speke, he stode & barkened yf any 
parson were comynge to open the gate; but none 
apered / x then he knockyd and called a gayn, & sayd, 
1 porter that art within, com and open the gate, that 8 4 
cursed be thou of god.' this Arnolde had a good 
occupacion to crye 8 and call, for within was nother 
man nor 4 woman 8 that wold open the gate / when he 
saw that he was nye °gruged for 6 dyspleasure / & loked 8 
downe vnder the gato to knowe yf he myght se 7 other 
man or woman to speke to 8 / then he 9 loked on the 
ryght hand of the hal dore, 9 and there he saw an 
orryble serpent / the whiche kept the castell and 12 
palays / it was a marueylous great serpent / heyer then 
any hors, his eyen lyke ,il torches brynnyng 10 j / when 
Arnolde saw hym he was 11 sorowful and sore dys- 
pleasyde, and when the serpent harde y e knockyng 16 
and 12 noyse at the gate, brayenge & cryenge, he came 
13 to the gate warde 13 / 1 when Arnold saw the serpent 14 
apruchyng to the gate, he fled a way in so great hast 
that he had 4 nere hand 16 fallen 15 downe the steyres : 20 
he rested not tyl 16 he come to y e shyp wher 17 Huon was, 
& sayde, 'syr, I haue bene aboue at the gate of the 
castell, and cried and knocked therat more then the 
space of an owre : but there was nother man nor 4 24 
woman 5 that dyd apere, & when I saw that I leyde me 
downe to loke vnder the gate, to know yf I myght se 
other man or woman to speke vnto / but I coud neuer 
se eny creature / but a great and a orryble serpent, 28 
hygher then a great hors, with eyen redder then fyer, 
with maruelous great talons and tayle / there was neuer 
man saw a fowler fygure of a best' 18 'alas/ quod 



1 and. 2 or elles. 3 knocke. 4 omitted. 
6 nor Child. angry with. 1 espie. 8 vnto. 

9-9 turned him round about 10 burning. 11 right 
12 great. 13-13 towarde the gate. 14 with great furie. 
ie-16 ( W ith verie feare) fell. w vntill. » whereas. 
18 Fol. lxxxx. back, col 1. 
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Huon, ' nowe I see veil 1 we be all but dede / for we 

haue no thynge to ete nor drynke, wherfore we shal Huon complains 

. that his men have 

dye for famyne and rage. Bat y f I maye enter in to nought to eat or 
4 the castell, I shall gyue that sarpewt suche a stroke that He longs to Arm 
• he shall neuer more hurte enye man leuynge. Alas, with **** Berpent ' 
what haue I sayde, my hardynesse nor 2 prowes l nov a 
wauntynge 1 can not helpe me / for I se well that I and 
8 all you muste dye, for it is impossible for vs to departe 3 
hens.' Than the patron sayd to Huon, sore wepynge, 
'syr, it behoueth vs to depart 4 our wytayle : yf ye The pilot advises 

the men to divide 

wyll sustayne the ryght & customes of the see / when such food as is 
12 men comethe to suche a case that there is no remedye 

to gette any fresshe vytayle / then it is a reason that one half should 

be given to their 

the lorde and capetayne 5 haue the one halfe to his parte lord and captain, 
and the other parte egally to be delyuered 6 amowge his equally divided 
10 men.' ' Mayster/ quod Huon, ' ye maye do your sefve? em 
pleasure, do as ye shall thinke best.' Then the patron Huon bids him do 

r > J r as he thinks fit. 

caused al theyr vytayles to be brought forth, and then 
it was deuyded / the patron was a wyse man / when 
20 Huon saw that, he began to wepe, he dyd eate but ly tell 
at euery meale by cause his vytayle sholde endure the 
lender / howbeit all that but lytell away led, for or 7 .xv. After fifteen days 

6 ' J 9 the men's food is 

dayes were passyd / all theyr vytayles were expyred 8 *ii consumed, 
24 excepte Huons parte of the whiche he gaue euery man *nd Huon divides 

r r with them his 

parte, & kepte for hym selfe no more then other men own portion, 
had. And as they were in this daunger they saw a 
galyot 9 wherin were .xxx. men, sarasyns, 1 and 1 theues 
28 and pyraottes of the see / they came and aryuede nere a pirate ship 

... comes alongside 

to the shyppe where as Huon was in / not knowynge of Huon's vessel, 

, f . , , , , . and threatens It. 

what plase they were in / when they aryued it was in a 
darke nyght / they hadde 10 meruayle of Huons shyppe 
32 wherein they sawe great lyght / u 12 then they sayd one 
to another / * it is happye for vs that we haue founde 

1 omitted. 8 my. 8 from. 4 part. 6 to, 

6 deuided. 7 before. 8 spent 0 galley. 
10 great. 11 and. 12 Fol. Ixxxx. back, col. 2. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. ex. 



here this fay re shyppe / it can not be but it is rych 
and full of goodes : they shall not scape vs : but it 
shalbe owrs, for therin ar but fewe men to defende the 
shyppe/ 4 



Htion joyfully 
welcomes the 
men iu the 
galley, 



but they, speak- 
ing in Spanish, 
declare them- 
selves Saracens, 



and threaten 
Uuon and his 
company with 
death. 



Huon bids his 
companions arm 
themselves, 




% Howe a galey withe sarasyns came and 
assayled Huon, who were all slayne, and 
also all Huons men ; and how Huon went 
to the castel of the Adamant & slewe the 8 
great serpent, and of the merueilles that he 
founde there. Ca. .ex. 

Hen Huon sawe the galey aryue, and 
goysge to his shyppe he had great 12 
maruayle what men they were / then 
he alyghtyd a torche & toke it in his 
hande, and came a borde on the shyppe, 
and sayd / 'syrs of this galy, ye ar wel aryued here; 16 
1 ye be welcome*; 1 we haue great ioy of your companye ' / 
when the sarasyns hard Huon, they 1 well 1 perseyuyd by 
his language that he and his company were chrysten 
men / then eche of them behelde other smylynge for 20 
ioye / one of them turned his speche and spake good 
spanysshe, and sayde to Huon / ' felowe, it is no nede 
for vs to hyde what we be : al we that thou seest here 
be sarasyns, and ye be chrystened / wherfore we wyl 24 
haue all the rychesse that is yn your shyppe / and 
besyde that, all your hedes shall be 6treken of and your 
bodys cast into the see.' ' Paynym/ quod Huon, 1 or 2 
thou haste our shyp at tby commaundement, fyrste 28 
thou shalte bye it derely.' Then Huon cryyd to his 
men that they sholde arme thewiselfe to defend them 
fro the paynymes / 8 the which they dyd dylygently. 
And Huon, who was redy armed, and by that tyme the 32 



1 1 omitted* 



2 ere. 8 Fol. lxxxxi. col. 1. 
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Sarasyns were enteryd into the shyp. Huon was redy and nsri.u 

... . . _ . , . , himself with 

before them with his sworde in his handes, wherwith Ms wonted 

boldnes*. 

he stroke the fyrst that he met wit/*all in such wyse 
4 that his hede flew fro his shulders. Then he strake 
another and claue hym to the throte / and so the 
thyrde and the fourthe were shortely slayne / he layd 
on so rounde a boughte hym that his enemyes were 
8 afrayed to beholde hym. Than the chefe mayster of y 
theues came and rebuked his men bycause they had 
sufferyd Huon to do them so moche hurte and domage / 
he approchid to Huon to haue stryken hym / but Huon, 

12 who was lyght and expert in dedes of armes, awoydyd 

his stroke, and strake the Sarasyn with a reuerse that his He slays the 

hede flewe fro the body a great waye of. Then Huon ship; 

cryed ' Burdeaux ' / to reioyse his men and to geue them and cheers or. hie 

16 corage. Also Arnolde, who had sene the serpente in 
the castell, dyd marueylles, & bet downe his enemyes, 
wherof Huon Hoke great pleasure. 1 And there was a 
great myghty Sarasyn / who cam behi[n]d this knyght 

20 Arnold as he fought with a nother Sarasyn, and he Bnt ArnoM, the 

* knight who had 

gaue ArnoLie with an axe such a great stroke that he seen the »erpeut 
claue his hede to the tethe / whereof Huon was ryght killed, 
8orowfull, and sayd he had rather dye then the deth of ^nge^wnpon" 

24 Arnolde shulde not be reuenged. Then he aprochyd 2 hbmurdepen 
to the same paynyme and lyfte 3 vp is sword with 
bothe his handes, 4 and 4 he stroke the sarasyn on the 
shulder that y* sworde entered in to the breste. And 

28 the patron of Huons shyppe vnarmyd came to 5 the 
batayle with a great staffe in his handes, wherwith he 
layd on y* sarasyns in suche wyse that suche as he ~~" 
stroke 6 ne 7 dyd 6 after no sorgyon. Then a Sarasyn 

32 aduised hym, and came and gaue the patron suche The captain of 

• Huon's ship is 

a stroke with a sword on the hede that his hede likewise slain. 

l — 1 had great ioy. * Deere vnto. 3 lifting. 
*-* omitted. 6 into. •-• needed. 
7 Fol. lxxxxi. col. 2. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



[Ca. 



ex. 



At lenjrth Haon 
hM only four 
men left alive 
with him, while 
eeven Saracens 
are still unin- 
jured. 



Nevertheless, all 
the Saracens are 
at length slain, 

and Huon's 
knights seize the 
victuals in their 
ship. 

For seven months 
they live upon 
them, 

and then food 
fails them. 



Haon tells his 
companions that 
death alone lies 
before them all. 



was clouen to the brayne, wherwith Huon was ryghte 
sorowfulL 1 But it was not long or 2 he reuengyd his 
dethe / for he strake the sarasyne suche a stroke that 
he claue hym to the brest / 3 when the patrons seruauntes 4 
sawe 4 theyr mayster 5 slayne, they 6 made great sorowe / 
and disarmyd as they were, they came 7 to the batayle 
with great staues in theyr handys / and fought with 
them fersly. But y e sarasyns who were 6 armyd had 8 
anone slayne them all, wherof Huon was sory, 8 for he 
had then with hym lefte a lyue no mo but .iiii. men of 
defence. And the Sarasyns, who in y* begynnynge 
were .xxx., were all slayne excepte .vil parsones / they 9 12 
feryd Huon / for they saw wel none coude endure 
agaynste his strokys / then they fled out of Huons shyp 
and enteryd in to theyr owne galey. But Huon and 
his .iii. knyghtes that were with hym folowed them 16 
and 10 slew them all, and caste them into the see. Then 
Huon and the .iii. knyghtes that were with hym toke 
all y* flesshe / bread / and wyne that was in the galey 
and bare it into theyr shyp, wherby they leuyd more 20 
then .vii. monethes. And then when theyr yy tales 
began to fayle them 11 they were 12 sorowful / they had 
no yitayle to leue by longe, and yet they dyd ete but 
lytell; so they became 13 pale & lene for 14 famyne / 24 
peteously Huon cowplayned and sayd / '0 ye, my 
15 ryghte 15 dere and trewe frendis, who for my loue haue 
left your londes, your wyues, and chyldren. Now I 
perseyue ye must nedys dey for the rage of famyne : 28 
alas, 16 catyue that I am, I shal not long lyue after you : ' 
great petye it was to here the complayntes that 17 Huon 
made, who sawe 15 his men dye before his face / and also 



1 and sore displeased. * before. 8 and. 



all. 



7 and entred into. 



that 



8 right sorrowfull and angry. 9 greatly. 
10 so fast that they. u then. u right. 13 beganne to be. 
14 through. is—is omitted. w poor. 
17 Fol. Ixxxxi. back, col. 1. 
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lie saw 15 that he must folowe the same daunce. Then 

he sayde, ' a, lady Esclaramonde, I shall neuer see you Ha prayi to ood 

to protect his 

more ; I praye our lord god that he wyll comforte you wife. 
4 in all your affayres / as for me, 1 it is impossyble to lyue 
.iiiL dayes lenger.' After that he hade made this 
petyous 2 complaynte he behelde his 8 .iii. knyghtes, who The lour imighu 

die of hunger. 

renderyd vp theyr sowles and dyed for 4 hunger. The 
8 petefull complayntes then that 5 he made was petye to 
here / he hade no hope to be aydyd by any man 
mortall, 0 wherfore he knewe suerly 7 he coude not lyue 
8 past .iiii. 8 dayes lenger. Then all wepynge he wente fro 
12 his knyghtes that lay 9 dede and wente to the bourd of Huoniookeoutin 

... - » * , Tmln for a paeeing 

his ehyp and lokyd m to y* see yf he coude 10 spye any tmmi. 
maner of shyp comynge thether. For he though te that 
yf any shyp came thether of the sarasi7is, he wolde 
16 haue some vytales or elles to dye in the quarel / thus 
Huon was there 11 all 11 alone without 12 companye. 13 

U When Huon saw that no maner of shyp was 
comynge thether, he was 14 sorowfulL Then he turned He surreys the 

castle ou the rock 

20 hym and regardyd the castell, the which semyd to 15 again, 
hym maruaylously fayre and great, and sayd / 4 a, good 
lorde, how cane it be that this fayre and rych castell 
shuld be voyde without man or woman ; I haue great 

24 maruayle of that syr Arnolde shewyd me / for he 
shewyde me that within the castell was nother man nor 
woman, and howe that there shulde be a great serpente. 
I cannot tell yf 16 it be trewe or not, and 17 whether he 

28 spake it for fere / but by the grace of god, thoughe I and resolves to 
shulde 18 dye in the quarell, I wyll knowe the trouth / although he may 

die in the 

for I were as good to dye by the 19 serpent as to dye for endeavour, 
hunger' / then he 20 toke his sworde and dyd 21 on his 

1 poore soule. 2 pitifull. 3 the. 4 through. 
* that then. 6 mortall man. 7 that. 8 — 8 aboue twoo. 

• there. 10 might. omitted. u any. 

13 sore weeping and almost dead through famine. 14 right. 
16 vnto. 16 whether. 17 or. 18 shall. 
19 horrible. 20 Fol. lxxxxi. back, col. 2. 21 put 
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helme, & toke his shelde, and dyd so moche withe goynge 
He mounts the fro shyp to shyp tyll 1 he came to the 2 londe. And 

steps, 

and reaches the then with moche payne he mounted vp the decrees / and 

fm r suuc go came to 3 y* gate of 3 y* castell / 4 then he sate downe 4 

h« admire* the and rested hym / & heheld the fayre castel ; he thought 

alabaster and the 

fine gold of which he neuer saw no 5 suche before, for the walles and 
toures were of fyne alabaster clere shynyng, and the 
towres rychely coueryd with fyne golde of Arabe ; 8 
when the sun cast his rayes 6 ther on 7 it caste so great 8 

But on examining Wlit that it gaue lyght 8 far of / 4 when he had longe 

the curiously- " 

wrought gate, behelde it 9 he saw the gate, the whiche was fayre and 

he sees an in- 

•cription Mying rych, that great beaute it was to behold it : for the .ii. 1 2 

that the castle 

is only to be leuys of the gate were coueryd with fyne gold inter- 
worthte^onji medelyd with other rych oueragis. And on his ryght 
knights, ^ e eaw by the gate a wyndowe, and ouer the same 

there was wryten in letters of golde, saynge : Let any 1 6 
man be ware how he entereth in to this castel, without 
he be the worthyest knyght of all other, or elles it were 
for the foly to assaye it. For he shall fynde there such 

serpent can over- 
throw aii of small aduenture / 10 yf his body were harder than a stethy of 20 

prowess : 

stele yet he shuld be but dede and loste without he be 
of that pusaunce to resyste agaynste the great serpen te, 
& vanquesshe hym / many men haue assayed that 
but on the right neuer coude spede / & he that wyll enter in to the 24 

side of the Rate r ' J 

hangs a purse castell beholde a ly tell purse that hangeth on the ryght 
witiitnit? hand of the gate* where he shall fynde y* keye for to 
open the gate / whew Huon had red the writynge, he 
Huon trasu in began sore to muse in hym selfe, and said, 11 ' very god, 11 28 

God to aid him. ii. ii . . 

syn thou haste sauyd me from so many parelles in tyme 
paste, I humbly requyre the at this tyme to ayde 12 me ; 
and to geue me y* grace that I maye vanquesshe this 
orryble serpent & brynge hym to the deth / 13 for I had 32 

1 vntill. 2 gate of the. *-* omitted. 4 and. 
6 none. 6 and ppheares. T thereuppon. 
8 a. 9 at his pleasure. 10 as. u ~ u good Lord. 
13 and pucoour. » Fol. lxxxxii. col. 1. 
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rather dye ia fyghtynge lyke a valyaunte knyght / 
then to dye for famyne.' Then Huon rose vp and went He finds the key, 
to the purse, & toke out the keye and opened the gate througiTthe gate. 
4 and enteryd, and closyd the gate agayne after hym. 

% How Huon of Burdeux fought with the 
orryble serpent, and slew hym, within the 
castell of the Adamant. Ca. .cxi. 

Hen Huon was enterid into the castell, 
he sa we before the hall dore the The horrible 

., , . , terpen t is before 

omble serpent, who was resyn vp : the door of the 
his skyn was of dyuers colours, and it haU ' 
was so harde that no Iron nor Steele 
coudc enter in to it / when Huon saw the best so great Huon doubta 
he doughtyd hymselfe, and callyd vpon Iesu Chryst i^ieutT 
requirynge hym to haue petye vpon hym & to geue hyra 
16 that 1 grace to sle that dredefull best / whew the beest 
sawe Huon, he had great marueyle / for he had bene 
there a longe space that neuer man came there / 
he strechyd 2 out his clawes and cast his tayle round The serpent 

advances toward* 

20 abought hym, and came hastely agaynst Huon / who, him, 
when he sawe the beest aproche nere to hym, he made . 
the sygne of y* crosse on 3 his forhede, recommaundynge 
hymselfe to god ; with his sworde in his hande and his and Huon 

24 sheld before hym and he fersly marchyd towardes the him. 
serpent / he was so hydeous and ferfull to behold that 
the beest semyd rather an enemye of hel then any other 
beest / his body was marueylous great, with an vgelye 

28 hecle with .ii. eyen bygger then ,ii. basyns ful of- ~~ 
brynnyng 4 fyre / when he cam nere to 5 Huon he lyfte 
vp one of his pawes thwkynge to haue drawew downe 
Huon to the erth / he strake on 3 Huons shy Id by 0 The bea*t \mv.» 

' hh shield fn.m 

32 such force that he pullyd it fro his sholder / lether nor hu shoulder, 

1 the. 2 Fol. lxxxxii. col. 2. 3 vppon. 4 burning. 
6 vuto. 0 with. 
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and hit sword 
caonot hurt It. 



Haon sees a spear 
by the gate with a 
broad head, 
and seizes it with 
both hands. 



The serpent 
opens liis mouth 
to attack Haon, 
but the knight 
thrusts the spear 
down its throat, 
and reaches its 
heart. 



buckyll coude not resyst it / & then with his teth & 
nayles he tare the shylde all to peses / Huon, who was 
lyger and light, lept by the syde of the serpent and 
gaue hym a great stroke with hys sworde on 1 the ere, i 
that he thought to haue clouew asonder his hede. But 
he coude do it no more hurte then yf he had streke?« 
on 1 a stethy / so that his sword reboundyd agayne / 
wherof Huon was 2 sorowf ull, and sayd / ' a, good lord, 8 
now I so well that ^my dayes ar at an end : A, 8 lady 
Esclaramonde, I praye our lord god to saue you & my 
doughter Claryet / for this daye ye shall lese me.' 
Then he auawsyd hym to the serpent, and gaue hym a 12 
great stroke on 1 the haunche be hynde / & yf he dyd 
but lytell with his fyret stroke he dyd lesse hurt with 
that stroke / for he coude in no wyse cut through y* 
serpentis skyn : wherfore he was in great fere ; and 16 
4 the serpent, when he fclte hymselfe stryken, cast his 
tayle rounde abought Huon by 5 suche forse that Huon 0 
ouerthrew 7 to y e erthe and 8 quyckely releuyd agayne. 
Then he saw by the gate a great square spere with 20 
a sharpe, brode hede / 9 then he put vp his sworde 
and toke the spere in bothc his handy s, and came 10 
agaynste y e serpent, who came and encounteryd hym 
withe open mouthe to haue swalowed Huon / but Huon, 24 
who was stronge and lyght, toke the spere and layde it 
on his arme, & saw the serpent with his mouth open / 
he strake the spere into the mouth of the serpent 
so depe that with the hede of y e spere he cut his hart 28 
a sonder / when the serpente felte hymselfe hurte to the 
dethe, he caste out a terryble crye, so that all the 
palays 11 sowned, 9 so that the noyse myght be harde a 
leage of. Thus the orryble serpente was slayne / when 32 
Huon sawe that he was dede, he knelyd downe & lyfte 



vppon 

6 



2 right. 3 faire. 4 Fol. IxxjlxH. back, col. 1. 
with. 6 he. 7 Huon. 8 hee. 9 and. 
10 with all his force and strength. u place. 
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vp his handys to the heuen, thankynge our lorde god when the serpent 

wu slain, Haon 

of 1 his grace. Then he rose and wente to the serpent, kneel* down and 
and regardyd 2 hym, for he was hedyous and ferfull to His grace. 
4 beholde / he was .xviii. fote lowge ; when Huon had 
well regardyd 2 hym he went and sate downe to rest 
hym 3 by the hall dore 3 / for he was so wery and faynt Huon is faint 
with the blud that he had lost, and with swete, that he WiU * hunger ' 
8 had moche payne to draw his breth / the whiche was 
no maruayle, for he had nother eten nor dronken of all 
that daye / when he had well restyd hym then he rose and goes through 
vp desyrynge 4 to know whether any man or woman search or man or 

12 were within y e caste! 1 or not, to speke vnto them / he 
enteryd into the hall, the whiche he marueylonsly 
regardyd : it was so fayre and ryche to beholde that 
there is no clarke in the worlde can dyscryne the beaute 

16 & 5 rychcsse therof; the ryche chambers that were on Thehaius 
the syde of the hall were al composyd and made precious metal 
of whyght marbyll polysshed / the postes were coueryd * n ° tUm9§m 
vrith fyne golde / at the ende of the hall there was a 

20 chameney, wherof the two pillers that susteynyd the 
man tell tree were of fyne Iaspar / and the mantell was 
of a ryche Calsedony / and the Lyntell was made of 
fyne Emeradis traylyd with a wyng of fyne golde / and 

24 the Grapys of fine Saphers. This chemeny was so ryche 
that none such coude be founde. And all the pyllers 
in the hall were of 6 a 6 red Calsedony / 7 the pament 8 
was of fyne Ambre. 

28 1T when Huon had well aduysyd 2 this hall, he inscriptions 
lokyd towardeys the chaumbers, and OUer the dorys Of the chambers 
euery chaumber was written in letters of gold, the hau\e?i < Huon h * 
which shewyd where the keyes were of euery chambre. eachmey be**** 

32 Huon, who coude well rede the letters / and vnderstonde fom,d ' 
it / he founde a purse wherin were the keyes of euery 

1 for. 2 behelde. 3-3 be/ore to rest him. 
4 as desirous. 6 Fol. lxxxxii. back, col. 2. 6 - 6 omitted. 
1 and. 8 paue merit. 
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chambre, all of fyne gold ; he toke one of the keyes 
Hawuwoneof and opened one of the chambres 1 / and enteryd into 
andwondenat 2 it. 2 Then he lokyd all aboughte the chambre / and 

IU rich furniture. . 

sa we it garnysshed and hangyd with the moste rycheste 4 
clothes that euer were sene / the benches & bedstedes 
were all of whyght Iuory, so rychely entraylyd & 
wrought and garnysshed with presyous stonys / that no 
manne8 tonge coude dyscryue the beaute and rychesse 8 
therof / all was made by enchauntement. This palays 
was 3 great and large, and well garnysshyd with 
chambres, 1T When Huon had well regardyd 4 this 
chambre he was 5 abasshed that he coude nother se man 12 
nor woman. Then he lokid ouer 6 the dore of another 
chambre, 6 where there was also 7 wry ten in letters of 
He opens the golde 8 as there 9 was 10 ouer the fyrst dore. Then Huon 

door of another 

chamber, toke the key and openyd the 11 dore, and enteryd in to 16 

and finds *reat that chambre 12 / and there he founde great* quantyte of 

quantity of 

jewels and gold, gold & rychesse and 13 iouelles, with 14 precyous stones, 
that great beaute it was 15 to beholde / 'a, good lord/ quod 
Huon, ' I wolde 16 haue byleuyd that in all the world 20 
there had 17 not 17 bene so moch ryches as I se here' 18 / 

a third chamber then anone he sawe a nother chambre, and toke the 

richly equipped, key & enteryd, 19 & for all the ryches that he 20 had sene 20 

before, there he found moch more / there were presses 24 
made of fyne Iuory 21 rychely wrought & entayled, so 
that there was no beast nor byrd but there it was 22 

and in it are wrought : in the whiche presses were gownes and robes 

presses filled with ° ' r ° 

gowns of fine of 23 fyne golde, and 23 ryche mantelles furryd with 28 

gold and rich 

mantles of sable. sabyls, and all other thy nges 24 apartaynynge to the aparel 
of mankynde / and the beddys so ryclily coueryd that 

1 doores. 2-2 the chamber. 3 exceeding. 
4 beheld. 6 greatly. 6-6 another chamber doore. 
7 Fol. Ixxxxiii. col. 1. 8 according. 9 it. 10 written. 
11 another. 12 also. 13 rich. 14 other moat. 
15 for. 16 n euer. I7 ~ 17 omitted. 
18 present before me. 19 therin. 20-20 sawe. 21 very. 
22 most cunningly. 23 moat. 24 the which were. 
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it 1 coude not 1 be dyscryuyd* / thys chambre was so 
fayre and rycb that Huon coude not 3 be satysfyed 
vrith regardyng 4 therof / ther were wyndows 5 rychely Glass windows 

i glasyd openynge vpon a gardeyne side, the whiche 6 a garden mTed 1 *" 1 
was so fayre and so well garnysshyd with flowres 7 with lkir flower8 » 
swete smellynge, and 8 al maner of trees chargyd with and trees, 
frewtis so good & so delysyous to ete / 9 so 9 that the and fruit*. 

8 smelle of them wold haue satysfyed a mannes apetyte. 
Huon, who sawe this fayre gardyn, desyred greatly to 
enter into it to gather some of the 10 frute / he lokyd 
ouer the dore and founde the 11 key, and went to the 
12 purse and toke the key, and 11 openyd the dore, and 

enteryd 12 into y e gardeyne and gatheryd of the frute at Huon enters the 

garden, end eats 

his pleasure, & dyd ete therof, for he had 13 great the fruit. 
apetyte 14 to ete / he thought the frute maruaylous 
16 good, yf I wolde shew or dyscryue the beaute of this The beauty of the 

spot cannot be 

gardayn, 15 it shuld 16 be ouer long to resyte, there wer so described, 
many sondry frutys so fayre and so swete of smellyng, 
that a syke man of any infyrmyte shuld 16 sone 

20 17 recouer 17 helth. Also there were herbys and flowres so 
swete 18 that all the gardayne semyd 19 full of balme / 
when Huon had bene there a good space and had well 

eten of the frute at his pleasure / he returnyd in to the Huon returns to 

the chamber, 

21 chambre that he came fro, and then 20 vnarmyd hym 

and dyd n of all his clothes, & toke out of y 6 presse and takes from 
a fyne shyrte and dobelet / hosyd and shone / gowne / rich clothes, 
cote and cappe / such as he wold chose / for there was 
28 no man to saye hym naye / when he was thus newly 
areyed, 22 there coude not be founde a more goodlyer 
man / acordynge as the cronycle saythe / I byleue he 

1 1 was impossible to. 2 by anie mortal! man. 

3 neuer. 4 beholding and viewing. 6 very. 6 garden. 

1 most precious. 8 of. 9-9 omitted. 10 that 

li-u p Urg6 with the key therin, and then he. u went 

18 a. 14 desire. 16 Fol. Uxxxiii. col. 2. ia would, 

haue recouered his. 18 and delightfvll. 19 to be. 

20 he. 21 putte. M arriued. 
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was borne by the fayrey / aa then there coude not be 
founde so goodly a man leuynge / when he was thus 
apareylyd he went fro chambre to chambre / alwayes 
harkenenge yf 1 he myght 2 here the woyse other of man 4 
But he seeks in or wo man / but as long as he was 8 there he coud here 
human being. BO thynge, wherof he was 4 sory 4 ; there he was 6 viii. 

dayes without etynge of any thynge sauing of y 6 frutis 
of the gardayne / wherby he waxed febyll and faynt, 8 
Bight d*js he the which was no meruayle, for he had bene there .viii. 

tarries in the " 

castle, eating of dayes without etynge other brede or flesshe / he was so 

the fruits alone, 

and he grows febyll that he thought he coude not longe endure there 

feeble and faint. _ _ ^ _ 

without dethe. Then he prayed 0 our lorde god to 12 
comforte 7 hym out of that daunger; 8 petyously he 
He prays to God complaynyd for his wyfe and chylde, saynge : 1 A, my 

to have mercy on 

his wife and dere wyfe, god 9 socoure you in all your affayres / for ye 

shall neuer haue 10 socoure 11 of me 12 / for I tary but for 16 
the oure of 13 dethe, the whyche is 14 nere 16 aprochynge 
to me / for I am so sore 16 beten with famyne that 
I haue moche 17 payne to sustayne myselfe.' Thus Huon 
was .viii. dayes in the castell of the Adamant / euery 20 
day etynge of the frutys of the gardayne / and at 
nyght he lay euer in the best bed in the chambre. 
Kowe let vs leue spekynge of hym, and let vs retourne 18 
to the duchesse Esclaramonde, who was besegyd within 24 
y* citye of Burdeaux, where as she was in great 
dyspleasure, and not without a cause / for she sufferyd 
moche payne and trobylL 

1 whether. 8 coud. s continued. 
*-* right sorowfull. 6 continued. 6 vnto. 
7 and strengthen. 8 most. 9 ayde and. 10 any. 
11 and ayde. 12 more. 13 my. 14 nowe. 
16 at hand. 10 and grieuously. 
17 Fol. lxxxxiii. back, col. 1. M turne. 
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*[ How after that Huon was departyd fro 
Burdeaux the Emperour made dyuers 
assaultys to the cety / but he coude not 
wyn yt for the defence of the good cheualry 
that was in 1 yt / and of the busshement 2 
that was layd by the coiwsell of duke 
Sauary, wherby the citye was taken & 
wonne. Ca. .cxii. 



12 




e haue harde before howe duke Huon 
departyd from his citye of Burdeux, 
where as he lefte the duches his wyfe / Eteiaramonde 
who was in great displeasure when she ItH^dblhn 
sawe the departynge of her husbond. departure! 



She greatly complaynid and sayd : 4 a, my ryght dere 
lord, your departynge ought greatly to greue me. I 

16 fere ye shall not come in tyme to socour and to bryng 
me out of 8 daunger that I am in / for it is inpossible 
for vs long to endure agaynst this emperour. Alas 1 I 
haue more sorowe for my doughter then for my selfe : 

20 and I am sorowful for my lordis and knyghtis who for 

the loue of you and me are in parell of theyr lyues. It she regret* that 
had bene better for vs to haue taryed 4 sty 11 in Babylon Babylon, 
then to come hether to suffer all this tourmentis / 

24 paynes / and pouertyes / and at laste paynfull dethe ' / 
with sayenge of these wordes y* duches she 5 fell in a 
traunce amonge her lordys. Then Gerames releuyd her Oeramaa 

*' endeavours to 

and sayd / ' lady, 5 dyscomforte you nothynge, 5 but take conaoie her. 

28 good corage and comforte your men, who hathe great 
desyre to defende this citye for the sauegarde of their 
owne bodyes and lyues / thus to make sorow ye can 
wyn no thynge therby, but lese more to more : haue 

32 no dought that Huon your husbonde wyll leue you at 

1 with in. 8 ambushment. 8 the. 
4 Fol. Ixxxxiii. back, col. 2. 6 omitted. 6 not. 
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On hearing of 
Huon's setting 
out for succour, 
the Emperor 
addresses his 
barons, in 
council 
assembled j 



he does not 
know whither 
Huon has gone. 



Although 
Charlemagne is 
dead, and Lewis, 
who U young, 
reigns in his 
stead, 

Huon cannot 
hope for aid from 
that quarter. 



It Is clear, says 
the Emperor, that 
the knight has 
gone on a long 
journey for 
succour, and that 
It is their part 
to assail and 
take the city 
before his return. 



All his host is of 
bis opinion. 



this poynte. lie is gone to your brother for socoure / 
he wyll not long tary / and he wyll brynge you suche 
socoure that y e emperour nor the Almayns shall haue 
no leysour to graunt hym the vyctory.' Thus Gerames 4 
comfortyd the duches, who was glade 1 to here Gerames. 
Thus as they deuysed to gether, the Emperoure, who 
was aduerteysyd of Huons departyng and howe he was 
gone for socoure / he assembelyd his counseyle in to 8 
his tent, and there he shewyd and declaryd the great 
losses that he had sufferyd as wel of the detbe of his 
nepheus as of other of his frendis and kynne / and the 
great doraage that by Huon he had sufferyd, and sayde / 12 
' syrs, all this ye knowe well / his aquayntaunce hathe 
cost vs derely^ Ye haue all harde how he is departyd 
to seke for socours / but I can not tell to what parte he 
is gone. As for the realme of fraunce, I know well he 16 
shall haue no socoure there / for as it hathe bene 
shewyd me of late / that the ryght noble and vyctory- 
ous prynce Charlemayne is dede / who louyd Huon but 
ly tell by cause of his sone Chariot whome Huon slewe / 20 
and Charlemayne hathe lefte be 2 hynde hym but one 
sone namyd Lowis, who is but of a yonge age : 8 I 
beleue yf he were of full age that he wolde rather come 
to 8ocour me then Huon, who slewe Charlote his bro- 24 
ther / therfore it canne be none other wyse but that he 
is gone in to some far countre for socours ; therefore I 
thynke it best that in the mene tyme, or 4 he retourne / 
that on all sides let vs contynually assayle the citye / 28 
and let euery man do theyr payne to be reuengyd for 
the dethe of theyr frendys whiche are 5 slayne by them 
within the citye.' 1i when the lordis harde the emper- 
oure, all with one woyse answeryd and sayd, ' Syr, the 32 
reason that 6 ye haue shewyd vnto vs is to be kepte and 
done / and we shall go arnie vs and make vs redy, to 

1 for. * Fol. Ixxxxiiii. col. 1. 3 and. 4 ere. 
6 heere. 6 which. 
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the entente to come to your entencyon, the whiche is 1 
reasonable.' Then they sownyd theyr homes and a fierce nnuit 

upon Bordeaux it 

busyns, and euery man 2 army d hym 3 / and came with forthirith 
4 4 standarde 4 dysplayed to assayle the citye, and they but the defenders 
that were within as well as they coude they defendyd a b^l^unce. 
the citye : they 5 without reryd vp ladders agaynste the 
wallys 6 by great 6 strengthe / but they 5 withe in dyd 
8 bette them downe into the dykis, and then they cast 
vpon them hote lede and boylynge oyle / and quycke 
Lyme / and great stonis, & fagottis brynnynge, 7 so 
that they that 8 were downe in the dykes had no powre 9 

12 to releue 10 agayne ; but there myserably dyed vnder the 
ladders. There was on bothe partyes 11 great shotynge 
with crosebowes and slyngynge of stonys, so thycke 
that it semyd 12 snowe fleynge in the ayre / marueyle it 

16 was to regarde 13 the olde Gerames /how he exortyd his oeramee and 

Eaclaramonde 

company to do wel / and also the duches Esclaramonde, exhort Huon'a 
with her doughter in her armes, cryeng to 14 her men and IubUIj. 11 * 1 * 
15 sayd, ' ye, my dere lordys and knyghtys, fyght lustely : 

20 put 16 to your payne 9 to defend your bodyes and your 
lyues / your wyues and 17 chyldren / to the entente that 
the Almayns make not theyr 18 auaunte of the 18 wynn- 
ynge of this 19 noble citye by 20 assaulte / the whyche is 

24 so goodly and ryche / for, syrs, I knowe well ye shall 
not 21 be in this payne 21 no longe season / for duke Huon, 
your ryghtfull lorde, shall 22 shortely 23 sucoure vs all/ 
Then 24 the noble barons, knyghtis, and burgesses / 

28 herynge the 25 comforte of the noble 26 lady the duches Very valiant is 

th~'~ J - r 

Esclaramonde, with a maruaylous 27 corage 28 they came to 

1 verie good and. 2 speedily. 8 selfe. 
4-4 Ensigne displayde. 6 which were. 8-8 with mighte. 
7 burning. 8 which. 9 for. 10 themselues. 
n exceeding. 12 like vnto. 13 beholde. 14 vnto. 
15 Fol. lxxxxiiii. col. 2. 16 but. 17 your. 

18-18 bragges and vauntes of theyr. 19 most 20 theyr. 
21-21 abide this trouble for. 22 will. 23 ayde and. 
24 all. 25 exceeding great 28 and vertuous. 
27 great. 28 and valour. 
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and the Germans the 1 defences / and dyd J so valyauntly that theyr 

are forced to * 

retire, enemyes were fayne 8 to recule 4 backe with great losse 

& damage / wherof the emperour and hia lordys were 
ryghte aorowfull / and they within the citye ryght 4 
ioyoua 5 of the 6 victory that god had genen them that 
day. Then euery man 7 drew to theyr 7 logyng and 
made great ioy / and the emperoure and his men with- 
drew 8 in great dyspfljeasure for theyr 9 losse. 1T when 8 
y* emperour was vnarmyd, and had refresshed hymself, 10 

The Emperor Then he sayd to his lordis / ' syrs, we haue ben a longe 

invite* Ids men to . 

give him advice season before this citye and haue had 11 many losses: 
•ban c^n*Je h the therfore, syrs, I requyre you to counseyle me what is 12 
•lege longer. to do / this citye, is stronge & wel f urnysshed wttA 

knyghtis and men to defende it / by vs it wyl neuer be 
wone, wttAout vytaylis fayle them / but I thinke they 
haue but small store of vytayle : therfore I desyre you 16 
to shewe me your aduyses whether we shall departe fro 
this citye wMout more doynge, or elles abyde here vpon 
niche fortune as god wyll send vs ' / when y* emperour 
The Emperor's had sayd as moch as 12 pleasyd him, 13 then the duke 20 

brother, duke , . , * 

sevary, urges the Sauary, his brother, rose vp & said / ' syr, me thynke yf 

Germans to 

persist in Uieir I may be byleuyd, 14 that this citye can not long endure : 
and y* cause why I shall shew you / ye know well that 
Huon theyr lorde is gone to seke for socours / on the 24 
other syde, they with in the citye haue but fewe men 
and but yll f urnysshyd of vytayles / within the citye 
there is an olde knyghte who is a valyant and a hardy 
n^e*atrVu) U k^g^t / and therfore it were profytable to study howe 28 
capture Oerames. he myghte be taken, or elles slayne / this shulde greatly 
auaunce your enterpryse / of the whyche ye can not 
fayle yf ye wyll byleue my counseyle, as I shal shew 
you. Trewe it is this day we haue had grete losse and 32 

1 theyr. 8 behaued themselves. 8 forced. 4 retyre. 
6 ioy full. a great 7 — 7 went vnto hia. 8 themselues. 
9 his. 10 selfe. u sustained. 18 he. 13 omitted. 
14 Fol. lxxxxiiii. back, ool. 1. 
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receyuyd great domage, wherof they within ar Ioyf ull / 

wherefore it were good to sende sartayne motouns and He suggests a 

beestys in the nyght tyme with a fewe kepars : sende Gentries to pat 

4 them into the medowe nere to 1 the citye / and I am Herfeof catae' 

sure 2 when the olde knyght knowe therof, the whiche undwthe Sty's 

he shall knowe by the wachmen on the toures and W9U * 

walles / then incontynent he wyll issue out with suche end when 

8 power as he hath to take the bestes & to bryng them men issue oat to 

into the citye. And to the entente that they shall L^foroeo* 

. • , .i • . . n Germans should 

neuer retourne agayne into the citye incontynente or 3 be set in ambush 
the mone 4 dothe 4 aryse, sende a goo[d] nombre of them." ° r " Uy 

12 befes / and motons to the medowe. Then haue redy 
armyd .x. thousands men, and send them to the lytell 
mountayne, where as the galowes were 6 reysyd / and 
when they parseyue that they within the citye be 

16 issuyd out to feche the praye / then let the .x. thou- 
sande men drawe nere to the gate of the citye / to the 
entent that they without shall not enter agayne, but 
to theyr great losse. And yf ye wyll thus do, I put no 

20 dought but that or 6 it be mydnyght they shall be all 
taken or slayne / and the mater may so come to pas 
that 7 ye shall enter into the citye at your pleasure. 
1T Thus I haue shewed you as I thynke best / yf any man 

24 knowe any better waye, let hym speke' / Then euery aii the Germans 

* approve duke 

maw regardyd the Emperoure and seyde, 'syr, the savary's oounsei, 
counsayle that duke Sauary your brother 4 hathe geuyn 
you we thynke all 4 that a more noble counsayle coude 8 
28 not be geuyn to any prynce.' when the emperoure 
vnderatode the counsayle of his brother duke Sauary, 
and that all his lordys dyd alowe y* same / he was 
ryght Ioyfull, and sayde 2 it shuld so be 0 done. Then and the Emperor 

gives directions 

'32 he callyd his marshall and commaundyd that it shulde for putting it 
be done 10 as his brother had deuysid it before / the 

1 vnto. 2 that. * ere. 4-4 omitted. 6 is. 
6 before. 7 Fol. Ixxxxiiii. back, col. 2. 8 can. 
9 bee 80. 10 according. 
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whiche was done 1 dylygently, and sente 2 .xL 8 men 
with «vi. hondred motons and two hondred beestes 
nere to 4 the citye / and 5 layde theyr enbusshement of 
The night is .x. thousande men by the lytell mountayne. It waa 4 

dark, and the _ , _ e _ * 

men of Bordeaux" darke nygnt, & the mone was not rysyn / wherby they 
danger!"*' within coude not parsayue them / the whiche turnyd 
to theyr great losse and damage / for all those that 
issuyd out of the citye of Bordeaux were alayn and 8 
taken, as ye shall here after. 6 

Of the dethe of the olde Gerames and of the 
takynge of the citye of Burdeaux, and of 
commonynge 7 of the duches with the 12 
Emperoure, & of the delyuerynge 8 of the 
Castell to the Emperoure. Ca. .cxiii. 

e haue hard here before how the Em- 
peroure assay lyd the citye of Burdeux, 16 
and of the great losse that he re- 
ceyuyd 10 / wherof Gerames and they 
within the citye were ryght ioyous, 11 
and made great feast, and thonkyd our lord god. Then 20 
after sopper Gerames callyd all the knyghtes and other 
together and sayde, ' Syrs, ye haue sene this daye the 
great assaulte that the Emperoure and his men hathe 
made to this cytye / but, thonkid be god, the losse is 24 
retorned to them / for there are dede and woundyd a 
great nombre of them / and many of them are sore 
weryed 12 of trauaylynge, 12 & thynkethe nowe to res to 
themselfe / and nowe is theyr owre that they be sette 28 
at supper, and custumably they sytte euer longe at 
theyr table / far lenger then frenche men dothe / wher- 
fore I wold thynke beste that incontynente without de- 

1 verie. a with him. 8 fif tie. 4 vnto. 6 then. 
6 hereafter. T the comming. 8 vp. 
9 Fol. lxxxiv. col. 1. 10 sustained. u ioyfull. 
12— is with trauaile. 



After their raeeeee 
over the Germans, 
Gerames called 
his men together, 
and thanked God 
for their victory. 




He advised 
another night 
attack npou the 
enemy, 
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laye 1 to arme vs all 1 and to 2 issue out of the citye and 
go to theyr tentys and arayse them / and then let vs do 
there as good 3 knyghtys ought to do, to the entente ■© that their 

0 * " raliant deeds 

4 that good songes maye be made of vs. And that the might be 

remembered in 

Almaynes haue no cause to say but that we be as tong. 
good men as they be.' 'Syr/ quod Othon and Bar- aii agree with 

* QerameS) 

narde, * we be redy thus to do.' ' Syrs,' quod Gerames, 
8 ' let vs make hast, that we may retourne agayne or 4 
the mone rysethe.' Then they armyd themselfe. Alas, and preparations 

are made, but 

what an yll aduenture came to them that 6 nyght / for ui fortune it 

„ , , , awaiting their 

y e moste parte of tho that issuyd out were taken and sortie. 

12 slayne. A, good lorde, what a losse fell to the good 2 
citye of Burdeaux. A, noble lady Esclaramonde / ye 
may wel wepe and coniplayne. 6 your dayes of 7 sorowe 
and 2 payne and doloure aprocheth nere, wherby ye ar 

16 lyke to bere such dyseases and pouertye that no man 
lyuynge canne recounte it / nor ye shall neuer issue out 
of that daunger and sorowe 8 tyll ye be delyueryd by 
the good duke Huon your husbande / when Gerames 

20 and his companye were redy, they mouniyd on theyr 
horses / they 9 issuyd out at the gate as preuely as they 
coude / so that they were not parseyuyd by them that 
were set to watche for them, nor they hard not when 

24 they were in the felde / they rode a fawse galope to Huon's men 

• i n iiii approach the 

the tentys, y* which they myght well se clerely by the German tents, 

lyghte that were in the tentys / when they came nere, 

they dasshed theyr sporys to theyr horses and cryed and dash upon 

28 ' Burdeaux ' / and strake and cut asonder the cordys 
and stayes so that many tentis fell to the erth / & suche 
as came out were slayne / great noyse & cry began to 
ryse in the host, & euery man ran to theyr harnase 10 / 

32 and Gerames & his companye slew many of theyr 
enemyes, and made them to fle before them / it was 

l—i we should arme ourselues. s omitted. 

9 Fol. lxxxxv. col. 2. • ere. 6 at. 6 all. 
T for. 8 trouble. 9 and. 10 armour. 
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But the Emperor 
and hit host are 
ready to moat 
them, 

and Oeramei 
advises a retreat. 



The Germans 
overtake them 
in vast numbers. 



Geratnes works 
mighty havoc 
among them, 



bat his forces are 
surrounded on 
every side. 



Oerames calls 
upon Jesus Christ 
for aid, 



dreful to beholde the damage that they dyd there. But 
fynally the losse fell 1 vpon them / for the Emperoure 
and all his men were redy / when Gerames sawe howe 
all the hooet was mouyd / then he sayd to his com- 4 
panye, ' Syrs, it is tyme to recule* backe / for we maye 
tary here to longe / yonder cometh the emperoure with 
a 8 great pusaunce 8 to close vs in / it is nede 4 for vs to 
make hast that we may go 6 in sauetye.' Then all to 8 
gether in one company 8 retournyd, and went the way 
towardes Burdeaux. But they had not gone fare or 7 
that they were ouertaken by the almaynes / and they 
layde on on all partyes with theyr speris and swordys. 8 12 
Then Gerames turnyd hym to an almayne / and with 
his spere ranne hym clene thrugh / and in drawynge 
out his spere he fell downe dede to the erth / and then 9 
strake another, whome also he slew. He dyd such 16 
dedes of armys that or 7 his spere brake he slewe .v. of 
his enemyes / wherof the Almayns were sore abasshid. 
He brake the prese in suche wyse that none durst 
aproche nere 10 hym / ryght wel dyd Othon and Bar- 20 
narde and such as was 11 with them. 12 But then the duke 
Sauary, who with .x. thousande men laye in the busshe- 
mente nere to 10 the citye / when he 13 hard the 14 noyse 
and crye, he 15 thought wel 15 that they within the citye 24 
were Issuyd out / when Gerames and his companye 
sawe how they were enclosyd bothe before and behynde, 
they were sore abasshed. 1T when Gerames saw that 
theyr forse and proues 16 coud not auayle them, but that 28 
other they must be taken or alayn, Then swetely 17 he 
callyd vpon our lorde Iesu chryste / requyrynge hym 
to saue 18 his good lorde, duke Huon of Burdeux, and the 
duches Esclaramond his wyfe. Then he cryed to his 32 

1 Fol. Ixxxxv. back, col. 1. 2 retire. 8 - 8 mightie armie. 
4 Deedfull. 6 away. 6 they. 7 ere. 
8 swords k. spears. 9 he. 10 vnto. n were. 
12 him. 13 had heard. 14 great. 16-16 supposed. 
16 powers. 17 earnestly. 18 and defend. 
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companye, & sayd, 1 Syrs, I pray you hartely at this *nd urge* on his 

men to show all 

tyme 1 she we forthe your prouesses, and 2 do so 2 that their prowess, 
this emperoure & Almaynes haue no cause to make 

4 theyr auauntes that they haue founde vs as men dys- 
mayde, 3 and 4 let vs shew them how our swordys can 
cut* Then all together 6 set on* theyr enemyes in suche At their Ant 
wyse that at the fyrste brounte the Almaynes were Germane reooii; 

8 co/istrayned to recule 6 abacke. Gerames dyd such 
dedys that none durste aproche nere hym. Then the 
duke Sauary weth .x. thousande men came vpon them 
sodaynely / the whiche was none egall partye / and 
12 also the emperoure with his great batayle came also 

vpon 7 Gerames and his company, who had goten them- and Gerames* 

. « « * i - i i on men set them- 

semes in to the subbarbes of the cyte and a great 8 wall wWm before the 

walla of the eit/ 

behynde them at theyr backes, where as they stode 9 at and fight like 
16 a baye agaynste the almaynes / 10 for as the wyld bore bey. 
doth kepe a baye agaynst the mastyues and bayynge 
houftdes, so dyd they of Burdeaux agaynst the almayns, 10 
Gerames was in the myddys of them, and vnder 11 his 
20 helme aperyd his long whyght berde / and y e emperour 
who had great shame that so fewe men in nombre shuld 
kepe a baye 10 in that moner 10 agaynste his pusaunce 12 
& do to 13 his men so great domage / he parseyuyd where 
24 the olde Gerames was / who had often tymys slayne The Emperor 

' tows that 

manye of his men and done hym suche damagys that Gerames snail 
he thought he coud neuer 14 have amendys 14 therof suffy- 
cyent / and thought that yf he shuld haue scapyd them 
28 a lyue / that he wolde do hym moch more hurte and 
dy8plea8ure 15 after / and sayd to hymselfe that he had 
rather dye incontinent then he shulde not as then be 
reuengyd vpon hym / & therwith incontynent he 

1 Fol. Ixxxxv. back, col. 2. 
*— 1 behaue your selues so valiantly. 8 amazed. 4 but. 
*-* they assayled. 6 retyre. T old. 8 mightie. 
• did stand. 10 - 10 omitted. u vnderneath. 
u highnesae. 13 vnto. 14 — 14 be reuenged. 
16 damage. 



Digitized by 



396 huon of burdeux. [Ca. cxiii. 

and ronninc upon couchyd his spere / and ranne at 1 Gerames on the one 

him, kill. him. • i ■ 

syde or 2 he was ware, so that 8 the emperour ran hym 
clene thorowe y* body / so 4 this 4 ientyll knyght Gerames 
fell to the erthe and dyed incontynente. great domage 4 
fell that daye to Huon of Burdeaux / for he loste the 
The men of treweste and best frynde that he had. Alas, for that 

Bordeaux had 

good cause to petuous iourney that fell that daye to them of Bur- 
or their leader, deaux. They had good cause 5 to wepe / alas, good 8 
duches Esclaramond, what losse haue ye receyuyd to 
leso hym who was your chefe comforte and refuge / 
ye myght haue called hym more then father. A, ryght 
noble lady / there neuer came to you a greater mys- 12 
chefe than ye haue by the dethe of Gerames / who 
lyeth dede* among his enemyes / when the Almaynes 
and toon all sawe that Gerames was dede / then they fought so that 
exoeptone knight, within a short space all they 7 of Burdeaux were slayne 16 
Barnard, are scapyd alyue / excepte Barnarde, who was 



on y* pusaunt hors Amphage : for the gambaudes and 
worke that he made, none 8 Almayne durste aproche 
Barnard wae nere hym / for Barnard nexte 9 Huon was the moste 20 
aa^Huo" ***** valyaunt knyght of his body that was as then leuynge / 
mUMiwiiuiww for when the almaynes sawe hym on 10 that horse / they 
Amphage. chasyd hym no further, then 11 they wente to theyr 

tentes, and Barnarde seysyd not tyll he came to 9 the 24 
gate of the citye / the whiche was openyd / when he 
was enteryd and the gate agayne closyd 12 / the burgesses 
He alone returns and comunaltye sawe how Barnarde came in all alone / 
U ^ aUX ' they demaundyd of hym and sayd /'syr, where is 28 
and t<riii the your capetayne, the olde Gerame9?' Then sore 
SS^au wis wepynge he shewyd them at lenghth the petuous and 
company. dolorous aduenture, y e whiche, when they hard that, 13 

they made suche cryes and wepynge that petye it was 5 32 
to here and to se them / the brute and noyse was so 

1 old. 8 ere. 8 Fol. lxxxxvi. col. 1. 4 -* that the. 
6 for. 6 euen now. 7 them. 8 not an. 9 vnto. 
10 vpou. 11 but 18 closed againe. 13 omitted. 
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greate and lowde, that the Hady Esclaramond harde it / 
wherof 2 she 3 had maruayle 8 and was 4 in great fere / 
Therwith syr Barnarde enteryd in to 5 the castel gate 

4 and so mountyd into the hall, where as he fonnde the 

duches Esclaramonde / who Was SOre abasshyde when Esclaramonde Is 
she sawe syr Barnarde come alone / who shewyd her htasad newi ( a 
the great losse that she had receyuid 6 that day / wher 

8 with for inward sorow she fell downc in a swoune, and and swoons m 

though sho were 

so lay a longe space as thoughe she had bene dede. dead. 
Then the ladyes and damoyselles sore wepyng releuyd 
her / then she cast out a great crye, wryngynge her 
12 handes and terynge her here, and sayde, ' A, Huon, my 
ryght dere lorde, this day ye haue loste your moste 
sorowfull and dolorous wyfe and welbelouyd doughter. 1 
1T Then 7 ladyes and damoyselles & other wyues who Loud are the 

* lamentations of 

16 had loste theyr husbowdys / fathers / and bretherne the women 

throughout the 

came in to the castell and made suche cryes and sorowes city. 

that the noyse therof was harde into the emperoura 

hoste without / and it was shewed the emperour that 
20 y e noyse and brute that was made within the citye and 

castell was for the losse they had receyuyd that daye. 

And then they sayde it shulde be good that the nexte 

mornynge euery man shulde be redy to go and assayle 
24 the citye, and sayde that yf euer they shulde 8 wynne 

it the owre then was comen. 1T when the emperour 9 The Emperor 

resolves to enter 

harde that reason, he sayde that the aduyce was very Bordeaux on the 

following day. 

good / and 10 he wolde it shuld so be done / he gaue the 
28 charg ther of to his constable and marshalles. thus 11 
the nexte mornynge the 12 host was redy, & the emper- 
oure commaundyd to set forward / and so 13 they came 
before the citye garnysshed with all thynges nedefull 
32 and necessarye for assawlte / then 14 they 15 marched 

1 Fol. lxxxxvi. col. 2. 2 whereat. 3 ~ 3 maruailed. 
4 stood. 6 at. 6 sustained. 7 the. 8 would. 
8 had. 10 that. 11 & so. 13 his. 13 then. 
14 and. 15 Fol. lxxxxvi. back, col. 1. 



Digitized by 



39S 



HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. cxiiL 



Only merchants 
and burgesses 
remained to 
defend the city. 



and Bordeaux 
falli before its 
assailants. 



The Emperor 
and all hi* men 
make entry 
within the walls, 



but he forbids 
his men to 
violate the 
women, or the 
churches. 



Little injury is 
done to the noble 
city. 



forwarde and aproched the cytye / and when they came 
there they gaue a great crye, and enteryd into the dykys 
and reryd vp theyr ladders to the wallea in dynera 
places / so that they that were within were sore 4 
ahasshyde 1 / For within were hut burgesses and mar- 
chauntys, who coude lytel skyll of 2 the 2 warre / how be 
it, they mountyd vpon the walles to 8 defend 8 theyr 
citye. But the citye was so sore assayld on all partyes / 8 
that the defendauntys wyste not where to make resyst- 
ence / the shot of them without flewe so thycke that 
none within durste appere vpon the walles, wherby 
they enterid perforce into the citye and slewe as many 12 
as they met withall in theyr enteryng. And then they 
went to 4 the gate and openyd it / so that the emperour 
and all his lordys enteryd into the citye. Then euery 
man wente abrode in the stretis to take presoners and 16 
to spoyle mennes houses. 1T when the emperour sawe 
how he was lorde of the citye / he 5 made it to be 
cryed 5 in euere strete that no man 2 shulde be so hardy 2 
on payne of dethe / 6 to vyolatj any woman, or deflowre 20 
any mayd / nor to breke any church, nor to set any 
hous a fyre / and also all suche as were in any churche 
for sauegarde / that they shulde go at theyr pleasure 
without any trouble or daunger 7 of body or goodys / 24 
8 the emperour, who was a wyse prince, thought in hym 
selfe that great damage and petye it shulde 9 be to dys- 
troy and put to ruyne such a noble 10 citye / so stronge 
and so 2 well furnysshed with burgesses & marchauntes. 28 
When suche as were fled vnto strong places for refuge 
vnderstode y* emperours commaundement, euery man & 
woman retourned to theyr owne houses, so that there 
was but lytell damage 11 done / and that was by them 32 



1 afrayd. s ~ s omitted. - 
*-* caused it to be proclaimed. 
* either. 8 for. 9 wouiu. 

11 Fol. lxxxxvi. back, col. 2. 
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that enteryd fyrst. IT when the lady Esclaramond Eeciaramonde 

fears thot, unlets 

sa we howe the citye was taken / ye may be sure she God aid her, »he 
J had great dolour, 1 for fyrste she sawe her citye taken wlu,ure,jrdi6 ' 
4 by 2 her enemyes, 2 and her selfe closed within the castel 
yll furnysshed with wytayles / and moche people with 
her / wher by she sawe clerely without god dyd ayde 
her that her dethe aprochyd nere. Then peteously she Piteoueiy the 

prays to Hearen 

8 complayned to god and sayd, 1 Very god, on whome I for help, 
beleue fermely, and for whoe sake I haue lef te my fyrste 
mysbeleue & forsake my parentis and frendys to take 
to my husbonde a chrysten man / to y e entent to reseyue 
12 thy law / syr, 8 I requyre the of thy grace to haue petye 
of me, pouer, desolate creature / and to kepe & defende 
my dere chyde 4 from all yll encomberaunce / for yf it she petition* for 

the lire of her 

be thy pleasure to saue my chyld I am content to abyde child. 
16 such 5 fortune as 6 it shall please the to send me, and 
besyde that, I requyre thy grace to saue and kepe Huon 
my dere lorde and husbonde.' Then all wepynge, she Calling Barnard 

J rj ° ' to her, she begs 

called to" her syr Barnard, and sayd, ' ryght dere frend, him protect 
20 I can take no counsayle now but of you / ye se well 
how our dethes aprocheth / and how 8 it is impossyble 
for vs to kepe and defende this castell agaynste the 
emperoure, who hathe won the citye, and I dought yf 
24 he enter into this castell parforse, we shall be the fyrste 
that shall receyue dethe / and by cause I see wel I 
cannot scape from hense, I require you, my dere 
frende, and by the trouth that ye bere to 7 Huon, my 
28 lord and yours, that incowtynent ye take my dere 
doughter Claryet, whome I holde here in myne armes / 
and fynde some meanes that ye maye departe out of 
this citye, and bere hyr strayght to the abbey of Clune, and bear her to a 

_ , n . . . . . _ „ . , , , i ...i neighbouring 

32 the 9 which is in Borgoyne / and delyuer her into the abbey, 
kepynge of the abbot there, and recommaunde me to 7 

*— 1 was ryght sorrowful 1. *—* the enemie. 8 0 God. 
« cl.ildren. 6 what. • omitted. 7 ynto. 8 that. 
9 Fol. lxxxxvii. col. 1. 
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Barnard sees that 
his strength is 
now of no arail, 



and promises 
to fulfil 

Ksclararaonde's 
bidding. 



The Emperor 
and his army 
come before the 
castle. 

Esclaramonde 
desires to speak 
with the 
Emperor, 



and urges him to 
have mercy upon 
her. 



hym. he is vncle to my husbande Huon, great vncle 
to my chyld.' 'Lady,' quod Barnard, 'I know well yf 
I be taken here I shall be 1 slayn. Howe be it, yf I 
coude 8e or knowe that my abydynge here coude ayde 4 
or socour you, bothe for myne honour and for the loue 
of my 2 lorde 3 Huon, I wolde neuer depart hense fro 
you / but my resystence and force is but of small 
valeue / and by cause I wolde serue you as I am bound 8 
to do / I am redy aparayled 4 to take on 5 me that 
aduenture as to here your chyld awaye and to set her 
in sauegard by the grace of 6 god. ,tf when the duches 
vnderetode Barnarde, she was well comfortyd / and as 12 
for her selfe, she regardyd nother her lyf nor dethe / 
when she knewe that her chyldo shulde be sauyd. 
Then she delyueryd her chylde to 7 Barnarde / to the 
en tent that in the nyght time he shuld issu out. Then 1 & 
the emperour and his lordis came before the castel. 
when the duches knewe that / she came to the gate, 
and at a wyndowe she desyryd to speke with y* 
emperoure / who was there redy present, and sayde / 20 
* dame, 8 say what ye wyll to me at your pleasure ' / 
•when she sawe the emperour, she sayd / 1 syr, I knowe 
well ye are the hede and chef e 10 of all crystendome, 11 & 
noblest / wherby ye ar bounde to defend and kepe from 24 
yll all noble men & women / I that am the doughter of 
an hye and myghty emperoure / and that for y e loue 
of 18 Iesu chryst haue forsaken myne owne false byleue / 
to byleue on 5 y* christen fay the / syr, I requyre 13 you 13 28 
haue pety 14 of me and of all thos that be here with me, 
as 9 to respyte our lyues / and to put fro 15 all rancoure, 
& malyce, and pardon them 16 that no thyng had to do 



I vtterly. 3 good. 3 and Maister. 4 fournished. 

6 vppon. our Lord and Sauiour Iesus Christ. 

7 vnto. 8 Madame. 9 and. 10 cheefest. 

II the christened. 12 my good Lord and Sauioure. 
13-13 (f or hj g gak e that made and created you) to. 

14 and compassion. w you. 16 Fol. lxxxxvii. col. 2. 
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with the begynnynge of this warre ' / when the emper- 
our 1 harde the resonable request cf this lady, he cast 
fro hym all the mortall hate that he had to 2 her and to 
4 them that were wit/tin with her. Then he, mouyd The Emperor 

' \ feeli pity for her, 

with pety and compassyon of the noble lady, answerid 

and sayd / ' dame, 3 for the loue of our lord Iesu chryst ™& promises 

her protection, 

I repele fro me all my dyspleasure / so that ye render if she yield the 

castle to him, 

8 to 2 me this castell and to put it vnder myne obeysance 
to vse it at my pleasure / & to yelde your body as my and herself as 
presoner, and all tho that be within, and thus ye shall 
haue all your lyues sauyd.' ' Syr,' quod the duches, 
12 ' laude and prayes be 4 to our lorde god 5 for this grace 
that ye shewe vnto me and to my company e.' Then 
the emperour wente backe, and made expresse com- The Emperor 

orders no man 

maundement thrughe out the citye / that no man to be injured, 
16 shulde be so hardy as to do any hurte or iniury to any 

maner of parsone within the citye ; but to suffer euery and suffers ail to 

remain in their 

man to abyde in theyr owne howses peasybly without houses, which 

none are to 

pyllynge 6 / wherof the burgesses and comunalte of the puiage. 

20 citye were ryght ioyefull. Thus, as ye haue harde, the 
citye of Burdeaux was taken by the emperour who was 
chosyn in Almayne, & corny ttyd by the emperour 
Charlemayn tyll 7 his sone Loys shulde be of full age 

24 and able to kepe 8 the empyre. 



% How the duches Esclaramond deliueryd 
her doughter Clariet to Barnarde to bere 
to 2 the abbot of Cluny / of whome the 
28 abbot was ioyfulL Ca. C.xxiiii [= Cxiv]. 

1 had. 2 vnto. 8 Madame. 4 giuen. 
6 Iesus Christ. 6 killinge. 7 vntill. 8 rule. 
CHARL. ROM. VIII. D D 
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e haue harde the peteous 2 taking of the 
citye of Burdeaux, and of y e trete and 
apoyntmewt that the duches Esclara- 
monde had made with the emperour / 4 
8 when she had made her apointment / 
Enciwamonde she went to 4 her company peteously wepynge / and 

tells her com- 

prions of the shewyd them all the maner of her tretye, wherof euery 

•arreuderofthe parsone was glad that theyr lyues shulde he sauyd /8 

towu. ^ ut made grat sorow for that the duches shuld be 
come a presoner / 8 then she callyd Barnard, and sayd, 

Her daughter the * Syr, when it is nyght issue out by the posterne with 

Barnard j my doughter Clary et, and here her to 4 y e abbot of 12 

who promise* to Cluney, who is her great vncle. > 'Dame/ 5 quod he, 

deliver her to the ,.. 

abbot of ciuny. ' be 6 in suerty that 6 I shall not reste .il nyghtis in one 

her great uncle. 

place tyll 7 I haue delyueryd your doughter to 4 y e8 
abbot of Clunoy her great vncle.' Then Barnarde toke 16 
leue of the duches, who kyste her doughter at her 
departynge 9 / There was a posterne that opcnyd into 
the feldis ; 8 it was so small that Barnarde was fayne to 
lede his horse in his hande / the nyght was darke, 10 and 20 
Barnarde 10 knew 11 well the wayes 12 / mountyd on his 
Ail night Barnard horse / and 18 the chylde in his armys / and so rod 

rtdea to ralfll his 

promise. forthe and passyd the laundes of Burdeaux, and was 

neuer sene by any 14 man tyll 7 the nexte day / he rode 24 
so all y e nyght that his horse was wery. And when he 
sawe that he was past al daungers, and scapyd all 
perelles / then he rode at hys ease for loue of the 

He was not chylde / and he complaynyd greatly for the good horse 28 

mounted on 

Huon's swift Amphage that Huon had lefte in his kepyng ; 15 but he 

horse, Amphage, 

durste not take that horse wit/i hym for fere that 

I Fol. Ixxxxvii. back, col. 1. 2 pitifull. 3 Sc. 
4 vnto. 6 Madame. 

°— 6 of good cheere and by the grace of our Lord and 
Sauiour Jesus Christ. 7 vntill. 8 good. 

9 sore weeping and pitifully complayning. 10-10 but lie. 

II Fol. Ixxxxvii. back, col. 2. 12 & afterwards he. 
13 with. 14 mortal!. 16 vntill his returne. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ca. CXiv.] HOW BARNARD RIDES TO CLUNY. 403 

lie shulde haue delt the worse with the lady Esclara- 

monde / y e which had bene trewe / for the emperour for the Emperor 

longed to nave 

louyd so wel the horse, 1 that he desyryd more to haue him again for 
4 agayne the horse 2 then 3 to win the citye / and therfore 
Barnarde durste not take the horse with hym. So 
longe Barnarde rode that he ariuyd at Monglew, the 
which is callyd Lyon, on the ryuer of Rone / and fro 
8 thens he rode to Mascon, and fro thence he restyd not 
tyll he cam to the abbey of Cluney. 4 Then he alyghtyd, He reaches 
and desyryd to speke with the abbot. 5 when the abbot visiting the 
sawe Barnarde with a chylde in his armes, he had 6 Lciaramonde's 

12 maruayle therof / 6 when Barnard saw the abbot al me " , * se, 
wepynge, 7 salutyd hym, and sayd / 'syr, the ryght 
desolat duches of Burdeux / your nese, wyfe to 8 the 
duke Huon of Burdeux your nephue, hathe sent here 

16 to 8 you her doughter Claryet. 1 Then the good abbot 
embracyd hym, and toke the chylde and kyssed it mo 
then .xx. timys / and demaundyd why he brought the 
chylde to 8 hym / 'syr/ quod Barnarde, 'the citye of Barnard relates 

J * * > J the disasters thai 

20 Burdeaux hathe bene besegyd by y e emperoure of have befallen 

. Bordeaux and Its 

Almayne / and so stray tly kepte that it was nere hand duke, 
famysshed / manye knyghtis that were within ar 
slayne / so that Huon your nephue, by the courasayll 

24 9 of the duches his wyfe, & consent of all his company, 
is departyd out of Burdeaux to seke socoure of the 
kynge of Amphamie, brother to 8 Esclaramond, Huons 
wyfe / and so it is a longe tyme syn he departyd, & we 

28 neuer coude here any 10 word of hym / and thus he lefte 
V8 in Burdeaux, and our chefe capytayne was y e old 
Gerames, your cosyn, who was brother to the good 
prouost Guyer / & so it was 11 on 11 a nyght we issuyd out 

32 and rode to y e emperours tewtys and slew many of our 

1 the horse so well. 2 agayne after horse. 3 for. 
4 &. 6 and. 6 great. 7 hee. 8 vnto. 
9 Fol. lxxxxviii. col. 1. 10 any omitted. 
n-ii that vppon. 
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The abbot takes 
the child Id hi* 
arms, 

and promises to 
nourish and tend 
her carefully. 



She is Riven to a 
noble lady of the 
country to nurse 
her. 



enemyes, and when we sawe 1 tyme, we returnyd towardia 
our citye / but by some spye we were parseyuyd when 
we issuid out, wherby the emperoure, knowynge therof, 
sende duke Sauary his brother with .x.M. men to lye 4 
in a busment nere to y e citye / so that when we had 
thought to haue enteryd into the cytye, duke Sauary 
was before vs with .x.M. me?? / ther we fought a long 
space / but fynally the olde Gerames and his companye 8 
were all slayne, none scapyd but my selfe, and that was 
by reason of my horse / so I enteryd into the citye, 
where as there was made great sorowe / and the nexte 
daye the emperour with great assaulte van y e citye and 12 
cam to the castel, where as the duches was, who saw 
well she coud not longe holde the castell ; she made her 
tretye to saue her body and her companye, and so they 
ar all presoners / or 2 she delyueryd vp y* castell she 16 
delyueryd me her doughter, and so I issuyd out at a 
posterne preuely and was not parsayuyd / therfore, syr, 
your nephue 3 hathe sent you her doughter to the 
entente that for the loue of her father and of her ye 20 
wold kepe and norysshe her tyll her father, duke Huon, 
be 4 retournyd. , when the abbot vnderstode Barnarde 
he began to wepe, & Hoke the chyld in his armys, and 
kyssyd her oftentymes, and sayde, 'my dere chyld, yf 24 
it please our lorde god I shall be to you bothe father 
and mother, and shall norrysshe you tyll 6 ye be great / 
and then mary you to 7 some pusaunte 8 prynce / in 
whome it shall lye to conquere agayne 9 your herytage / 28 
londys / and sygnoryes / for I haue here in this 10 house 
suche treasure that it is sufficyent to conquere y el1 hole 
empyre.' Then the abbot sente for a noble lady of the 
countre,and a nouryse, and delyueryd 7 them the chylde 12 32 



1 our. 2 before. ° net 
6 Fol. lxxxxviii. col 2. 8 vi 

8 mightie. 8 omitted. 10 my, 

n a> 



8 neece. 
6 vntill. 



4 were. 
7 vnto. 



" for. 
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to kepe and to nourysshe / for a fayred l nor better 
furnysshyd 1 of her age was neuer sene. Then the 
abbot sayd to Barnarde / ' syr, ye shall abyde here sty 11 Barnard is 

J J J invited to remain 

4 with me tyll 2 this chylde be of age, or elles her father 8 with the abbot, 
retournyd.' .Now let vs leue to speke of this yonge 
chylde Claryet, and of the abbot / and retourne to 
speke of the dolerours company that were in the castell 

8 of the noble citye of Burdeaux. 

% How the duches Esclaramond yeldyd vp 
the castell to the emperour / and how she 
and her companye were 4 led to pryson 4 in 
12 the citye of Magence. Ca. Cxv. 

e haue wel hard here before that after 
the departynge of Barnard fro the 
castell in Burdeaux with Claryet, Huons 
dough ter / how the emperour had made 
a tretye with the duches Esclaramonde 
for the delyuerauwce of the castell / the whyche passyd ; 
and on the next mornynge the duches spake with the 
20 emperour, who with all his men were 5 there redy before The Emperor's 
the place abydynge to haue the delyueraunce of the before the «utie, 
castell. And 6 when he sawe the duches at a wyndowe deliverance! 
ouer the gate, he sayd, 1 dame, 7 I wyll that the promys 
24 that ye made me yester day ye vpholde, 8 or elles I wyl 

do 9 as I thynke best.' 'Syr/ quod the duches, 'I am Esclaramonde, 
redy to fulfyll my promys, so that y e promes me agayno wmdowf promises 
that my body, and al lad yes and damoyselles and other treaty she has 
28 to 10 be sauyd, & not towchyd by no vyllayny, nor conquerors, 
none 11 yll done to 12 our bodves.' 'Dame/ 7 quod the 
emperour, 'all this that ye 18 saye 13 I promyse to 
vpholde; 8 but you and all suche as be with you shall be 

1-1 creature. 8 vntill. 8 be. 4-4 prisoners. 
8 was. 6 Fol. Ixxxxviii. back, col. 1. 7 Madame. 
8 performe. 9 according. 10 shall. 11 no. 
12 vnto. 13 ~ 13 require heere. 
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and offers herself 
a prisoner. 



The castle-gate is 
opened, 

and the Emperor 
and tiis lords 
enter within it. 



Esclaramonde 
and all within the 
caatle are sent as 
prisoners to 
Mayenoe, 



and she herself 
is thrown into a 
deep dungeon. 



The Emperor 
orders all the 
men of Bordeaux 
to do homage to 
him. 



Thirteen days 
later he scixes 
some neighbour- 
ing provinces. 



my prysonera.' 1 Syr,' quod the duchess, ' my lyfe and 
my body and all suche as be here with me, I put them 
into 1 the sauegarde of god and of you.' Then she 
descendyd downe & come into the hall, where as she 4 
founde her petuous 2 company makynge great sorow eche 
to other, for they knewe not yf 3 euer they shulde mete 
agayne. 4 Then the duches commaundyd to open the 
gate, the whiche was done. 6 Then the emperoure and 8 
all his lordys enteryd into the castell / but he wolde 
not go in to the hall tyl he had all the ladies and other 
brought out / to the entent that they shulde make no 
request to hym, & he ordayned a .M. knyghtes of the 12 
most aunsyentys men of his hoste / 6 then he delyueryd 
the duches and vi. ladyes with her, and all the other 
prysoners, as well they that were within the castell as 
other that had ben taken before at dyuers skyrmysshes / 1 6 
he 6 sent them strayte to the citye of Magence / and set 
them all in pryson in towres and other places / but y* 
duches was put all alone in a stronge towre, within the 
whiche there was a depe dongeon / and therin she was 20 
set, out of the whiche she neuer issued tyll 7 she was 
delyueryd by Huon her husbonde. Then the emperour, 
8 beynge in the castell of Burdeaux, sente ouer all y* 
countre that all such as were alyue shuld come and do 24 
theyr homage to 9 hym and take theyr londys of hym / 
y e whiche they dyd. 10 Then he made his prouostis and 
offycers to do iustyce both in the citye and countre ; 
and after that the emperour had bene there .viii. dayes 28 
he went out of the citye and rode and toke possessyon 
of Blames and of Gerounde, and set there his offycers / 
6 when he had full possessyon of all the countre he lefte 
kepers in the countre / and so retournyd to the citye of 32 



1 in. * omitted. 8 where. 4 or not 
6 immediately. • and. 7 vntill. 
8 Fol. lxxxxviii. back, col. 2. 9 vnto. 
10 according to his commaundement. 
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Magens, where as he was receyuyd with great ioye. 1 
Now let vs leue to speak of y e emperour Thyrry / and 
speke of duke Huon of Bordeaux, beyng in the castell 
4 of the Adamante in great pouerte and famine. 

% How there aryud at the castell of the 
adamant a shyp full of sarasyns, wherein 
was the bysshop of Meiayne / and how 
8 Huon causyd them to be chrystenyd ; and 
then he brought them into the castell, 
where as they founde great plente of vytayle. 

Ca. C.xvii [= Cxvi], 

E haue hard here before how Huon was 
in the castell of the Adamant in great 
pouerte and famyne, where as he had Huon jrrows 

* . feeble in the 

been .X. dayes without mete and castieof 
drynko excepte Appelles / and frute uc^strong 
that grewe in the gardayne / wher by he became so 
febyl and *so voyde 2 that he had sca??t s powre to 
sustayne hymselfe on 4 his fete / he founde there ryches 
20 ynowe, golde and syluer, aparell & iouelles, and ryche 
beddynge / so that he wantyd no thyng excepte vytayll / 
and as he 5 walkyd in the chambre where as the tresure 
lay, he beheld an arch vaultyd, rychly peyntyd with He discorers a 
24 gold and asure, vnder the which stode a ryche chayre, which stood a 
and ther in a coushyn of clothe of gold borderid with £oWen*cu«hion f 
perlis and presyous stonys ; Huon, who was wery of and there he stu 
walkynge, sate downe in the chayre to reste hym. 
28 Then he began sore to muse, castynge down his loke to 

the erthe, and by reason that his longe mantell had Upon the pare- 

' J ° ment at his feet 

swepte the powder awaye fro the pauement, there he perceive* 

** letters of ((old, 

aperyd letters of golde wretten on the pament ; 6 he red 
32 then / *the tenoure of them was, vrho so euer rede 

1 and triumph. *-* weake. 3 scarce. 4 yppon. 
6 Fol. lxxxxix. col. 1. 6 and. 
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and thenw learns the3 letter shall fynd that vnder this pauement there is 

that underneath 

the pavement is a a seller with vy tayle, bothe brede, flesche, and wyne / 

eellar filled with " " ' 

aii kh»d» of food, and of all sondry metys for man or woman to ete of / 
But onij roch aa but the letters sayd, that who so euer 1 enter into this 4 

are free from sin 

ahai! enter th« seller, without he be with out dedly synne, as sone as 

cellar alive. 

he toucheth any of the mete, sodaynly he shall dye. 
when Huo/i had red al the letters he had great maruayle 
and fere, and thoughte in hym selfe that when he 8 
departyd fro Burdeaux, he was confessyd or 2 his prest 
dyed / and syn that tyme he coude not remembre any 
thynge that he had comyttyd that shuld be dedely 
Hoonprayato syn, 8 then he made his prayers to our lorde god 12 
God foi aid. deuoutly, sore wepyng / and when he had endyd his 
prayers as he knelyd on* his knees before the chayre, 
On the aide of the he saw hanginge on 4 the syde of the chayre a lytell 
key of gold, keye of golde; he toke it 5 in his ha»de & began to 16 
lion written upon niuse on the wrytynge that sayd / ' who so euer enter 
& ° in to this castell, thoughe they be valyaunt & wyse / 

6 noble knyghty8,yet they sbal not knowe well what to 
do 1 / thou he sayd to 7 hym selfe / 1 rather then I shulde 20 
dye for famine, it were better to dye shortely then 
with the key he longe to 8 langus3he.' 8 Then Hu°on recommaundid 
wkketieading to hymselfe to the ayde and helpe of 10 god, and toke the 

key and openyd a lytell wycket and drewe the dore to 7 24 
within an is aa hym. Then he regardyd 11 into the seller, the whiche 

clear as mid- da y, 

was as clere as thoughe the sonne in the myddes of the 
day had enterid in at .x. 13 wyndowes / 13 ho went downe 
and noon sees a a 14 .viL score grefes, then he lokyd 15 on the ryght syde 16 28 
f t0 and sawe a great ouen with .ii. mouthes, the whiche 

And near the caste out a great clemes / then he saw nere therto .x. 
fairieT-aii'yonng fay re yonge men, they were all of the Fayry, .iiii of 
making bread™ them had 17 made the past for bred / and .ii. delyueryd 32 

1 should. 2 before. 8 and. 4 vppon. 6 vp. 
6 or. 7 vnto. 8-8 endure in this hunger and thirst. 
0 Fol. lxxxxix. col. 2. 10 almightie. 11 looked downe. 
12 the. 13 and so. 14 about. 18 regarded. 
16 hand. 17 omitted. 
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the louys to other .ii., & they dyd set them downe on 1 
a ryche clothe of sylke / then the other .ii. men toke 
the louys and deliuerid them to 2 one man by .ii. louys 
4 atones / and he dyd set them into the ouen to bake / 
and at the other mouthe of the ouen ther was a man 
that drewe out the whyght louis and pastes, & before 
hym there was a nother yonge man that reseyuyd them 
8 and put them into baskettis 3 rychely payntyd. whew 
Huon had aduysed them, he had great maruayle, and 
came and salutyd them, sayenge / 'syr, I praye to 4 Ho<m 
god 5 saue you & all your companye* / 6 when they hard th * m$ 

12 Huon speke, they gaue 7 no maner of answere, but but u^y m»k« no 
beheld eche other / 6 when Huon saw that none of them 
wold make hym any answere / he was sore abasshyd / 8 
how be it he sayd / 1 syrs, ye that be hero, I coniure Haon speaks to 

10 you in the name of the father, 9 sone, and 9 holy gost / ofaiithe * n * m * 
& of the 10 blessyd vyrgyn Mari his mother and of he»™n? nt80f 
all sayntys 10 / angellis and arkeangellys, and of all 
the courte selestyall / that ye answere me to that I do 

20 demaunde.' 11 Then they all seseyd 12 theyr laboure and 
busynes and behelde Huon, and rubbyd of the paste 
& mele 12 of theyr handis and fyngers / then 6 the mayster 
13 of them behelde Huon, and sayd / ' frende, ye do vs OneofthefMriw 

24 great wrong to coniure vs / we wyll that ye 14 knowe yf for w*7 
ye were other Sarasyn or paynym ye shuld neuer 
depart 12 hense without dethe / your trouthe and noblenes 
hath preseruyd you / ye ought greatly to thanke god / 

28 I knowe wel ye haue great hunger, for it is .x. dayes 
syn ye dyd other ete or drynke any thynge excepte 
alonely of the frute that ye haue 10 founde in the 
gardayne / the which as yet is not rype and redy to ete. 

32 Therfore, Huon, fayre syr, I knowe well 15 ye haue great 

1 vppon. 2 vnto. 8 which were. 4 our lord. 

6 to. fl and. 7 vnto hym. 

8 and greatly troubled in his mind. 9 and of the. 

10-10 om uted. 11 of you. 12 from. 
13 Fol. lxxxxix. back, col. 1. " well. 16 that. 
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bat he offers him 
food and drink 
in an inner 
chamber, richly 
furnished. 



As long as Hnon 
remain* in the 
castle, he shall 
hare any manner 
of food and wine 
he may desire. 



Huon demands 
what people they 
are that inhabit 
this place, 



but the fairy Is 
wrathful at the 
question. 



He tells Hnon, 
however, that the 
cantle was built 
by Oberon's 
father, Julius 
CsMar, 



hunger / Uherfore, yf ye wyl drynke or ete, enter into 
yonder ryche cbambre the which ye se open / where ye 
shal fynd tbe table redy set, 2 and the pottys of syluer 
and the wessell of golde borderyd wttli precyous stonys 4 
and perle / and the basyns of golde, with 1 ewers with 
water to wasshe your handys / then 3 syt 4 downe at the 
table and there ye shall fynde metis and drynkis such 
as ye wyll wysshe for, and as longe as ye wyl tary here 8 
in this castell, ye shall haue euery daye lyke seruys or 
better yf ye lyste / for any mete that ye wyl wysshe for 
ye shal haue it at your desyre, 6 and of wyne in lyke 
wyse two tymys in 6 the day, without ye wyl fast. But, 12 
syr, I requyre you of one thinge : that fro hewseforth ye 
do not coniure me nor none of my company / and then 
ye shall haue euery tbynge at your desyre/ ' syr/ quod 
Huon, 'for henseforthe I shall not speke to 7 you / so 16 
that by the coniuracyon that I haue coniuryd you, ye 
wyll shewe me what people ye be that abyde thus 8 in 
this castell, and what ye call this castell, and who is 
lorde therof / and by whome al the ryches that is here 20 
within is kept 1 I wyll go ete some mete, and then I 
praye you shewe 9 me.' Then they answeryd Hu 10 on 
ryght fersly, and sayd / ' and, 11 thou false and vntrewe, 12 
for to deraaund any suche thynge of vs / at this tyme 124 
shall shew you / but afterwarde / by me nor by none 
other of my company ye shall neuer here worde 
spoken.' ( Syr,' quod Huon, ' therof 13 I am sory, 4 and 
I hartely desyre you yet yf here after I speke to 7 you 28 
alone that ye wyll answere me.' ' Naye, suerly,' quod 
he, ' that wyll I neuer do / but I shall shewe you that 
I haue promysyd, 14 syn ye wyll 14 knowe it. Syr, knowe 
for trouthe that Iulius Cesar, father to the 15 noble kyng 32 

1 and. 3 and the cloth layd. 3 and there. 4 you. 
3 pleasure. 3 of. 7 vnto. 3 heere. 9 it vnto me. 
w Fol. Ixxxxix. back, col. 2. * l Ah. 13 knight 
13 Hie request 14-14 seeing you are so desirous to. 
16 good and. 
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Oberon, causyd this castell to be made by crafte of the 

fayry / the whiche castell can not be greuyd no take and that no fore* 

parforce / so it fortuned that 1 on 2 a daye that Iulius After c»*ar 

. . defeated Pompey, 

4 Ceser, after he had vanquesshed y e great pompee / he he came to 

came into Alexandre to Tholoraeus kyng of Egypt, and having conquered 

dyscomfytyd hym and toke fro hym all his londis to ofngypV^ve*"* 

gyue it to 8 his syster, the fay re Cleopatre, who was lutiaec^atra, 

8 quene of that londe, and after she maryed Marcus JJ^^JntoSy. 
Antonius / and after that Iulius Ceser had this done to 

ref resshe hym / he come hether withe the quene of the Thence he came 

. to the castle 

preuy Isle / and broughte her the same nyght into this with the lady of 

* ft 1/11 • • • 1 #11 # t,,e ** Cr * t l>le - 

1^ castel / and there were .hl kyngys of the lynage of Three king* of 
Tholomeus, who when they knew that Oeser was in b^egJIum^ 11 
this castell / they made an army, and with many here * 
shyppys and galyes they came, and laid sege before this 

16 castell / and laye at the sege a longe space and coude but they could 
not hurte it of the value of a 4 peny / so long they lay 
here that they were sore dysploasyd therewith / and so 
they thought to depart home into theyr owne countrees / 

20 but by reason that theyr shyppes were naylyd with Iron And their ships 

• i i k i _ _ were drawn to the 

nay lis they coude not departe 5 hence. Tor the Adamant rock, 
Adamante stone, that by nature drawethe 6 the Iron to 8 iron nails, 
hym / and so they laye here so longe that they all dyed temg^unaWeto™' 

24 myserablye for famyne and rage / for no shyppe can famme. dled ° f 
depart 5 hens without it be pynnyd with nayles of 
woode and not of Iron. And where as ye demaunde 
fro whence comythe the treasure that is here within this 

28 castell / knowe for a truthe that it was the ryches that The riches in the 

i ii castle were left 

these thre kyngys lefte in theyr shyppys when they in the Egyptian 
were dede 7 / the which treasure, after that they were Indwere brought 
ded, Cesar causyd it to be brought into this castell / after the death of 
32 and or 8 he dyed he delyueryd vnto me the kepynge of Som? 0 " ail ° d <n 
this castell and treasure. And I and .xl other of my 
felawes are here condempnyd by the fayrey to abyde 

1 omitted. a vppon. 8 vnto. 4 one. 6 from. 
6 Fol. c. col. 1. 7 dyed. 8 before. 



Digitized by 



412 HUON OP burdeux. [Ca. CXVL 

Forty-one men here to 1 the ende of the worlde. And 2 when that 

are condemned to 

abide in the castle tydynges came to the knowlege of 3 kynge Oberon that 

till the world's . 

end. his father, Iuhw* Cesar, was slayne and murderyd 

After cs9sar*s within the senat of Rome by them whome he trostyd 4 

murder at Rome, 

oberon swore well / kynge Oberon toke suche dyspleasure that he 

never to visit the ' , , , 

casue again. made promyse and assurement that he wolde neuer 
come here more / & no more he hath done, for he 
thought yf he shuld hauo comen hether 4 he shulde 8 
haue dyed for sorow, for the great loue that he had 

The fairy vnto his father Iulins Ceser. And syn ye wyll knowe 

speaker's name 11. 

lsGioriadas, my name, I am eallyd Gloriadas, and this castell 
canedthe* 116 ta is eallyd the Adamante. Nowe I haue shewyd you the 12 
Adamant. trouthe of your demaund, and one thynge I saye to 1 you, 
ye shall neuer departe 6 hens as longe as you leue, 
without ye flye in the ayre as a byrde dothe flye.' 6 

f when Huon vnderstode hym he was ryght 16 
After Huon had sorowfull. And so after he hadde well eten and 

eaten and drank, 

he came to a dronken at his owne pleasure, he toke his leue and 

chamber door, 

depart id, and 7 came to 1 a dore of a chambre, and sawe 
and having found letters of gold wry ten ouer the dore, wherby he had 20 

the key, he . . ■ ' 

entered! knowlege where the key was / he toke it and openyd 

it is made of the dore and enteryd into the chambre, and saw how 8 
wfthgow and 1 all the chambre was made of Chrystall payntyd rychely 
aii the battles of with gold and Asure. And there was porturyd 9 all the 24 
lender's deeds bataylys of Troye and all the dedys of Alexander. 

are portrayed Qnl0 ^ p auemen fc wa3 8 p ror | e a brode ROS68 and 11 

The floor is flowres, and herbys, swete smellynge aboue all other 
sweetly-scented sauorys of the worlde, and in the chaumbre there were 28 
Sndrin'ging.wrds dyuersbyrdysflyengeabought 11 the chaumbre, 11 syngynge 
room° Ut 80 maruaylous swetely that 12 ioye it was to here them. 

The rychesse and 13 beaulty of that chaumbre can' 14 not 
be dyscryuyd. Huon had maruaylous great pleasure to 32 

1 vnto. 1 Nowe. 8 the noble. 4 again, that. 

6 from. 6 nowe I haue shewed you your desire. 

7 Fol. c. col. 2. 8 that. 9 portraiture of the. 
I » gi 

" could. 
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beholde it / 1 there he sawe a table set full of mete / The rarest food 

Is spread upon a 

and therby stode great pottys of gold garnysshyd with table, 
precyous stonys full of wyne / there was no mete in the 
4 world but that there it was redy / Huon had good «nd Huon eau of 
apetyte to ete, for he hadde eten but lytell before / by 
reason of the talkynge that he had withe Gloriadas. 
1 Then two yenge men broughte hym a basyn of eolde a gold basin is 

J ° brought him by 

8 broderyd with perles to wasshe his handys / & a nother t*o young men 

' to wash his 

brought hym a towell to wype his handys. Then Huon hands, 
sate downe at a ryche table, the whiche was broderyd 
with prsyous stonis / the clothe that laye vpon the 
12 table was of sylke rychely wroughte / Huon dyd ete his 
mete, for he had good apetyte therto / a goodlye yonge 
man caruyd vnto 2 hym, and another bare his cuppe / 
Many folkes there was to 8 do all y e3 seruyse that aii the service* 

.he may require 

16 myghte be done* vnto any creature leuynge m y e are done for him 
worlde / and he spake to 6 them, but none wold answere 6 to whom he 
one word, 7 wherwith he 8 had great dyspleasure ; 8 but J^y frlmXm. 
whew he saw there was none other remedy he 9 let it pas 

20 and forgat it, bycause of the swete melody that the 
byrdys made, of tentymes he wysshyd for 10 Esclaramo«d 
his wyfe, 4 and for his doughter Clariet, and for Gerames / 
Barnard / and Rycharde, and his other companye that 

24 he lefte at Burdeaux : thus Huon was seruyd in the 
castell of the adamant / when he had dynyd the 
seruauntis toke vp y e table and brought hym water & a 
towel to wasshe his handis / then he rose 11 fro the table 

28 and went 12 into the seller, where as he saw euery 
thynge as he had sene before / he salutyd them in 
passynge forby, 13 but they made none answere / so he At length he 
cam to 5 the greses and mountyd vp / and then wente beautiful 

chamber, 

32 and sporty d hym fro chambre to chambre / and then 



1 and. 2 for. 3—8 haue done. 4 emitted. 

6 vnto. 6 him. 7 Fol. c. back, col. 1. 

8-8 was angrie and sore displeased. 9 did. 

10 his wife the faire. 11 vp. 12 downe. 13 by. 



Digitized by 



414 



HUON OF DURDEUX. 



[0 



a. cxvil 



and returni to 
the garden above. 
When he is 
hungry again, 
he goes again to 
the cellar, and 
the food is ready 
for him aa before. 
Although he la 
angry because 
none will speak 
with him, his 
health recovers, 



and he wishes 
himself at 
Bordeaux 
battling with 
hisc 



At length he sees 
a 8panish ship 
approaching the 
port. 



into the gardayne, wherin he toke great pleasure ; and 
when the tyme came 1 to ete he retourayd in to the 
seller, and so into the chambre wher as he found euery 
thynge redy as he had done before / but he was sore 2 4 
displeasyd that they that seruyd hym wold not speke 
no word / thus he 3 was there a hole moneth / and toke 
suche pleasure there that he recoueryd his helth and 
strengthe and beautye / greatly he was anoyed that 8 
there was no man there that wold speke one worde to 4 
hym / oftentymes he wysshyd hymselfe at Burdeaux 
with a .CM. men of 6 armis to gyue batayle to 4 y* 
emperour who had done hym so moche damage. And 12 
on 6 a daye as Huon walkyd in the hall saynge 7 his 
prayers, he lokyd out at a wyndow into the see / and he 
saw a far of a 8 shyp with full sayle comynge 0 to a ryue 
at that porte / and they were .iiii. score marchauntys 16 
all of Spayne / 10 they knew not what port they 
aryuyd 11 at. 



Huon fears for 
the safety of the 
snip, 



but It dashes in 
among the old 
rotten ships, 
and is unhurt. 



12 % How Huon saw a shyp aryue at the port 
of the 13 Adamant. Ca. C.xvii. 20 

lien Huon saw this shyppe arryue at 
the porte he greatly complaynyd for 
thorn, and sayd / s a, good lord, what 
asorte of good marchauntis haue here 24 
bene lost / yf they of yonder shyppe 
knewe therof they wolde not arryue here by theyr 
wylles ' I and so then he sawe the shyppe com in with 
such a force, and it dasshed in so sore amonge the 23 
other olde shyppys, that the shyppe was nere 14 perysshed. 
But the other vesselles 15 / were so old that they were 




i for. 



2 and greatly. 3 Huon. 4 vnto. 6 at 



vppon. 



7 of. 



8 a a in text. 



9 comming before frith full. 10 and. 

u did arriue. 12 Foi. c. back, col. 2. 13 Castle of the. 
14 handc. 16 shippes. 
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rotten, so that ther by the new shyppe was sauyd who 

had bene .xx. dayes in tourment in 1 the see / so that The new vessel 

' had met with 

the men that were within it were so 2 sore trauaylyd and rough weather, 
4 faynte for famyne, that they were scantc 3 able to sus- and the men were 

J J 1 J exhausted from 

tayne themselfe on 4 theyr fete. II When Huon sawe want of food, 
them aryue all wepynge he cbmplaynyd for them, for 
he sawe well they were all lost, and that they shulde 
8 neuer departe 5 thense / when the shyppe was a ryuyd, 
the marchauntis within it callyd vpon Mahound to 
ayde 0 them / and the mayster of the shyppe stode vp 
and wente 7 on londe, 7 and lokyd towardis the castell 
12 and sawe Huon where he stode lenynge in a wyndowe, They see Huon 

J ° J ' at a window of 

wherof they had great ioye, thynkynge that they were the castle, 
arryuyd at a good port / supposynge that he that they 
sawe there before them had bene the lorde of the 
16 castell / by cause he was so marueylous rychely 

aparaylyd. 8 Then they salutyd Huon in the name of «»d salute him 

" in the name of 

Mahounde theyr god. 1T When Huon hard that he Mahomet, 
knew suerlye that they were Sarasyns, and he 9 coude 

20 very wel 10 speke the spanysshe languag, answeryd to the 
mayster and said / 4 frendis, ye that be here aryuyd / 
shewe me 11 the trouth fro whense ye ar come, and what Huon asks 
ye be / for be you 9 sure as longe as ye lyue ye shall come. 08 th * y 

24 neuer depart 6 hense / and without ye haue vytayles 
brought with you, ye are 12 here yll aryuyd. 12 Then the 
mayster trymbelynge, sayd / 4 syr, know for trouthe 9 1 am The master of the 

ship replies that 

of 13 Spayne, and of 14 the citye of Luysarne, and that 15 thej are Moors of 

. . . . , _ _ Spain, travelling 

28 that 16 be here 10 with me ar al marchauntis of Portyngale home from Acre, 
and come fro the citye of Acre, and there we chargyd 
our shyp with marchaundyse / & we had 17 good wynd 
till 18 we were passyd the stratis of Marrocke, and that 

1 on. 2 omitted. 3 scarce. 4 vppon. 6 from. 

6 and to succour. 7 ~ 7 a shoare. 8 and. 0 that 

10 Fol. ci. col. 1. u (I pray you). 

u — 12 all arrived at an unfortunate place. 

13 the countrey. 14 dwelling in. 16 they. 

ie-16 are come hether. 17 a marunyloua. 18 vntill. 
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[Ca. cxvii. 



who h«v« bfcen 
driven from their 



In thefr storm- 
tossed wanderings 
they had rescued 
the bishop of 
Lisbon and his 
chaplain from 
shipwreck, who 
are on board. 



The ship is 
without food, 
and all on board 
are starring. 



we were nere to our owne countre / 1 then a tourment 
and a tempest 1 toke vs & draue vs of fro 2 our owne 
countre, 3 the whiche 3 tempest hath 4 enduryd this 4 .xx. 
dayes / 6 so that perforse 6 we were feyne 6 to abandon 4 
our shyp to the 7 see and wynd, 8 as the shyp wold go 
at a venture, and 9 at last 19 we aryuyd 10 by a great rocke, 
and there we cast ancre ; and whyles 11 we lay e there we 
founde on 11 the rocke 12 y e bysshop of Lysbone, and 13 his 8 
chapelayne 13 with hym, who came thether dryuynge on 14 
a mast of a shyp that had bene perysshed, and 9 all 15 his 
company were 16 by 17 the fortune of the 17 see. Then the 
bysshop and his chapelayne 18 prayed me humbly 18 to 12 
saue theyr lyues, and to take them in to my shyp, and 19 
I had 20 pity e of 20 them, and 21 delyueryd them fro the 
daunger, 21 & toke them in to my shyp, and gaue the?;* 
mete 22 and other thynges suche as I had, for they had 16 
bene 23 dede by famyne and 24 1 had not ^geuen them 
mete 25 / and yet I thynke 26 they wyll be dede for famyne 
or it be to morowe at nyght / for 26 I haue no more 
vytayle, nother for my selfe nor for such as be within 20 
my shyp / thus, syr, I haue 27 answeryd to your 
demaunde / and therefore, 28 syr, I requyre 28 you, in 
the honour of god & of mahound, to 6hew me to 
whom this castell doth apartayne, and who is lorde 24 



J — 1 and then suddenly a great tempest arose and. 
8 the coast of. 8-3 a great distance, and this. 
«-* continewed these. *-* past, so extremely that 
6 perforce. T raging of the. 8 euen. • but 

10- io by good fortune we chaunced to. 

11- 11 presently after the we were arriued there we went vp 
into. 12 and there we founde. 

13-13 onc 0 f u i 8 chaplaines. 14 vpon. 16 the rest of. 

18 drowned. 17-17 misfortune at. 

18—18 humbly prayed me to haue pite vpon them and. 

19 whereuppon. 20-20 compassion on. 

21 — 21 (as one verie glad and willing to deliuer them from 
that daunger), L 22 and drinke. 23 almost. 

24 v f e 26—25 succoured them. 

28 — 28 that they will not liue vntill to-morrow at night, for 
truly. 27 Fol. ci. col. 2. 28 - 28 I desire. 
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therof, and what is the name therof, and of this porte 

where as we be aryuyd.' 'Fronde/ quod Huon, Hoon informs 

tl>« mtittr that 

' know for trouthe this castell and porte is the place the csstie is bated 

by Saracen* 

4 in the world most hatyd and doughtyd of paynyms 
and Sarasyns, and I shall shewe yoa the cause why / 
this castell is set on a rocke of Adamante stonys, because of the 

power of the 

so that yf any shyp 1 come hether by aduenture 2 adamant ou 

. which K is 

8 can neuer departe 8 agayne. For the Adamant is of built, 
that nature that it drawethe all wayes to 4 hym the 
Iron / and therfore any shyp that is naylyd or haue in 
it any Iron, and by hap 6 come nere this port, by force 2 

12 shall be constraynyd here to aryue.' when the mar- 

chaunt hard Huon / he began sore to wepe, and 6 so dyd The newcomers 
all the other and sayd / ' syr, we are sore 7 abasshyd of distressed, 
this 8 that ye haue sayde.' * Fronde,' quod Huon, 1 all 

16 that I have sayd is of trouth; but, syrs, yf ye wyll botHoon 
byleue me, and to 9 take on 10 you chrystendome, toWnTtnem 
and byleue on the fay the of Jesu chryste, and byleue ton^tvLy 

« , . , j n i_ t_ • will oe converted 

farmely in hym, you and all suche as be in your to Christianity. 

20 shyppe I shall brynge you into suche a place where as 
ye shall haue mete and drynke at . your pleasure / and 
apparell as ryche as ye shall demaunde / & then 
I shall shewe you so moche golde and rychesse 

24 that ye shall be satysfyed with the beholdynge therot 
Therfore yf ye wyll byleue on 11 god 12 ye shall haue 
all this that I haue sayd before, or elles ye shall 
all dye of rage, 13 of famyne myserably.' 1T when 

28 the patron 14 harde Huon, he sayde, 'syr, knowe for The master of the 

r * * ship is willing to 

trouthe it is 16 vii yeres paste syn I 16 boleuyd fyrste embrace the 
of 16 the faythe of our lorde 17 Jesu chryst, and, 18 syr, I 
thanke you of the curteysy that ye w offer w me ; & fro 

1 chance to, 1 it. 8 from hence. 4 vnto. 6 chaunoe. 
8 lament and. 7 dismayed and. 8 these words, 
9 omitted. 10 vpon. u vppon. 
12 and of his sonne Iesus Christ 13 and. 14 had well. 
16 about l *~ 18 beleued vpon. 17 and Sauiour. 
18 Fol. ci. back, col. 1. 19 haue shewed vnto. 

CHARL. ROM. VIII. E B 
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[Ca. cxvii N 



Hood bids him 
ordtr his 
company to 
follow his 
example. 



AH are ready to 
comply with 
their matter's 



The bishop of 
Lisbon and his 
chaplain ascend 
the steps leading 
to the castle. 



hensforthe I submyt me to the sauegarde of 1 god and 
of his *mother, the blessyd vyrgyn Mary, <& to them I 
commende my sowle.' 2 when Huon hard that he was 
ryght ioyfull, and sayd, 1 friwd, go to thy shyp, and 4 
moue 8 all thy company to byleue on 4 Jesu chryste / 
and shewe them what parell 6 they be in nowe / and 
what welthe they shall haue yf they bylene 6 on god 6 / 
and also shewe them what pleasure they shall fynde in 8 
this plase / and- yf they wyll not thou mayst wel say 
that they are come to theyr laste ende shortely / and 
the .ii. men that thou hast sanyd cause them to com 
hether to 7 me ' / 1 syr/ quod the patron, 1 1 shall sende 12 
them to 7 you ' / then he departyd and enteryd in to his 
shyp / and there he shewyd his company all thai he 
had harde of Huon, and 8 was commaundyd to shewe* 
them / when the marchantis, who were 10 paynyms, 11 16 
harde theyr patron 12 in what case & parell they were 
in / they answeryd all 13 how 14 they were redy all 15 to 
do his pleasure, and to receyue chrystendome, wherof the 
patron was ryght ioyfull. 18 Then the patron sent for y* 20 
bysshop and his nephue, who was his chaplayn, & 
sayd / 'syrs, in the castell there is a lord who wyll 17 
that ye 18 incontynent go 19 a lond, and go to speke with 
hym.' when the bysshop harde the patron he rose vp 24 
with moch payne from fayntenes, by reason of famyne, 
and sayd how 14 he wolde gladly fulfyll his commaunde- 
ment. Then he and his chapelayne departyd out of 
the shyp, and came to the stayres, and mountyd vp to 28 
the castell / but they were fayn to reste them by the 
waye dyuers tymys 80 ; when they came to 7 the gate they 



1 almightie. *-* sonne Iesus Christ. 8 remoue. 
4 vppon. 5 and daunger. 
vppon almightie god k of his sonne Iesus Christ 
7 vnto. 8 what he. 0 say vnto. 10 all. u had. 

u declare. 13 all answered. 14 that. 16 readie. 
18 to heare them say so. 17 prayeth you. 18 omitted. 
19 wil come. 20 and. 
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marueylyd greatly of the great beaute and ryche warke 
that they sawe there 1 / so they 2 came to 8 Huon, who 
taryed for them at the hall dore. when they came 
4 nere to 8 hym they humbly salutyd hym. ' Syrs,' quod 
Huon, 'god saue you, 1 I praye you shewe me the HuonquwtioM 
trouthe of what countre be ye of.' ' Syr,' quod the w.tory. 
bysshop, 4< syn it please you 4 to knowe I shall shew you 
8 the trouthe / syr, I was borne in the citye of Burdeaux, TheWshopwpHee 
and am bysshop therof, <fc haue bene this .xx. yere / at Bordeaux, 
and a deuosyon toke me to go a pylgremage to the holy y^^a7w»hop 
sepulture /but god wold not suffer vs so to do; for ofth * dty ' 

12 when we were departyd fro Lysbone, a great wynde & He and Me 
tourment rose vpon our shyppe / the whiche was fayre uibon on a 
and ryche, and well furnysshyd with marchauntis / & an^mwnoked 
so by fortune our shyp ran againste a rocke, so that at ***' 

16 our shyp brast* all to pecys / 6 so that 6 all our company 
were there 7 drownyd, excepte myself e and my chape- 
layne, who is my nephue, and so 7 we .ii. sauyd our 
selucs on 8 y* maste of our shyp, flotynge on 8 the see / 

20 and 7 so 9 by the grace of god / the shyp that is here 
beneth aryuyd by fortune at the porte nere to 8 the 
rocke, and I prayed hym in the honour of god 10 to saue 
our lyues / and the patron had petye 11 of vs, & toke vs The Saracens 

24 in to his shyp, and dyd as 12 moch for vs as thoughe we ship below 



had bene his bretherne / syr, thus I haue shewyd you 
owre aduenture. And, syr, I requyre ye pardon me in 
that I so 18 sore regarde 18 you / but, syr, 7 1 shall shewe 14 

28 the cause whye I do it / me thynke I see before me y e The bishop notee 

good duke Seuyn of Burdeaux, who swetely nouryshed o^HnmtoMke 

me in my youthe : ye greatly resemble to 8 hym, and Borteawt, 

he w set me to scole to 16 Parys, and then he sente me b^factorinhu 

youth) 

1 and. 2 Fol. ci. back, col. 2. 8 vnto. 
4-4 seeing it is your pleasure. 6 burst. 6 and there. 
1 omitted. 8 vppon. 9 that. 
10 and of his sonne Iesus Christ. 11 and conpassion. 
B so. 13 - u stearnly behold. 14 you (quoth he). 
u ge in text. w at. 

£ E 2 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. cxviL 



through the 
duke's good 
offices he obtained 
the eee of Milan. 



The bishop knows 
Haon's features, 
but he does not 
recognise htm to 
be his benefactor's 



He relates how 
his father was 
brother to the 
abbot of Cluny, 
who brought 
Huon up. 



Huon embraces 
the bishop as his 
cousin, 

and declares his 



to Home, to 1 our holy father the pope of Eome, to 
whome I was a kyne, and he dyd me moch good, and 3 
gaue me the bysshoprych of Myllayne. duke Se 3 uen is 
dede / 4 & he had .ii. sones, the eldest callyd Huon, & 4 
the other Gerrarde / Huon was sent for to paris by kyng 
Charlemayne, & by the way there fel to 1 hym a mar- 
ueylous adve?jture, for he slewe the kynges sone Chariot 
in his own defen[ce] not knowynge that it was the 8 
kyngys sone, wherfore the kyng banysshed hym 5 the 
realme of Fraunce, and sent him to the Admerall 
Gaudys in Babylon to do his message, and afterwarde 
he returnyd into Fraunce. And syn he hath had great 12 
war re with the emperoure of Almayne / more I can not 
saye, and I am 6 sory that I know not where he is 
becum, for my father, who was brother to y e7 abbote of 
Cluney, longe agone norysshed Huon vp in his youth 16 
or 8 his father duke Seuyn dyed / my father dyd teche 
hiwi, wherfore I haue great sorowe* at myne harte that 
I knowe not where he is becom synne the peas was 
made 10 betwene hym and the kyng of fraunce.' when 20 
Huon vnderstode 11 the bysshop, 12 his blud changyd, and 
embrasynge hym swetely, 18 sayd / 'Syr, ye are my 
cosyn : I am Huon who passed the see and went to the 
admyrall Gaudys, and I 14 slew hym, and led away 24 
with me his doughter, the fayre Esclaramonde / who 
was maryed to 1 me by 15 the pope / and I haue left her 
in the citye of Bourdeaux in great pouerte, 16 besegyd by 
the emperour of Almayne / I byleue suerly 17 she is 28 
taken by this tyme.' when the bysshop hard Huon he 
began sore to wepe / and Huon embrasyd and kyssed 
hym, and sayd, 'cosyn, ye ar happy to fynde me 
here / 18 elles shortly ye had been dede ' / 'syr/ quod he, 32 

1 vnto. * hee. 8 Fol. cii. col. 1. 4 God be with him. 

6 out of. • right 7 good. 8 before. 

• and greefe. 10 and concluded. n had well heard. 

12 and vnderstode him. 13 he. 14 I omitted. 

w our holy Father. *• and miserie. 17 that. 18 or. 
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'I ought greatly to thanke god therof. But, syr, I 

requyre you 1 gyue me som mete / for I am so sore* The bishop bs*s 

Huon to give him 

2 famyssbyd that I can scant 2 sustayne my selfe on 9 food. 

4 my fete.' 4 ' Cosyn/ quod Huon, ' by the grace of god 
I shall brynge you to suche a place where as ye shall 
haue mete and drynke at your wysshe/ 5 Then Huon 
toke him by the hand and brought him into the palays 

8 and thrughe the chambres / the bysshop was 6 abasshed 
to se y 6 great 7 ryches that he saw there. Then they Haon leads him 

to the castle 

went downe into the seller / the bysshope beheld the cellar, 
maner of euery thyng, and had 8 maruayle that none of 

12 them that he saw there wolde not speke any word / 
he passed by them with Huon, and salutyd them / then 
he enteryd into the ryche chambre / where as the table 
was redy, and seruantis to gyue them water, and they 

16 all .iil sate downe / 9 then Huonsayde to the bysshop, 

' cosyn, I coniure you by the sacramente that ye haue and warm him 
reseyuyd / that ye nor your chapelayne be so hardy 10 to Sot toeato? the 1 
ete one morsell of mete yf any of you be in any dedly tp%ad before 

20 syn / yf ye be incontynent, confesse you to your chape- they ar^Se from 
layne, and he to 11 you ; for yf ye do otherwyse ye shal, de * dly lto " 
no soner ete one morsell but incontynent ye shall dye. 

11 when the bysshop 12 vnderstode Huon he had 

24 great maruayle, and sayd / ' cosyn, by the grace of god I The Wehop 

declare* himself 

fele my selfe in good estate 18 to abyde dethe 14 : when I and his chaplain 
departyd fro rome, Both I and my nephu were confessed *° m ^ 
and assoyled 15 of the pope 16 of all our synnes / and syn 
28 we enteryd in to the see we haue done 16 no synne.' 
Then Huon sayd, ' cosyn, syn 17 ye be bothe in this case 
ye maye ete and drynke at your pleasure * / and so they 
1 to. 

2—2 punished with hunger and thirst, that I am neere hand 
famished and can scarce. 

3 vppon. 4 Fol. cii. col. 2. 

6 pleasure, and such as you will wish for. 6 greatly. 

7 omitted. 8 great. • and. 10 as. n vnto. 

12 had well heard and. 13 not 14 for. 

before and assoyled. M committed. 17 seeing that. 
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dyde / Hhey had nede therof / they all thre were 
rychely aeruyd : they had euery thynge m they wysshyd* 
for / the bysshoppe and his nepheue dyd ete and drynke, 
and they were greatly 2 abasshyd of the great rychesse 4 
that they sawe there / & they were rauysshyd with 
the swete syngynge of the byrdys, and y* herbes & 
flowres that were there spred abrode smellynge so 
swetely that they thought themselues in Faradyse / and 8 
they had great maruayle to se the seruauntis to seme 
them so pesably, but they wold neuer speke one worde / 
they wold gladly a demaundyd the cause why / but 
Huon had expresly chargyd them 9 they shulde make 12 
none inquery. Thus passyd theyr dyner in great 
ioye / & so 4 wasshyd theyr handy s and rose vp ; 5 then 5 
the bysshop & his chapelayne sayd grase deuoutly. 
Then Huon toke the byashop by y* hand, and sayde / 16 
1 cosyn, 6 go we 6 vp in to the palays, and then ye shal 
go downe to 7 your shyp / and shew them without they 
baptise u» crew, wyll dye incontynent / let them be chrystenyd, and 

dresse vp tubbes with water of the see / and halowe 20 
you it, and chrysten them therin / and I shall come 
after you with my sworde and clene armyd / to the 
entent that yf they refuse thus to do, I shall stryke of 
theyr hedys.' 'Syr,' quod the bysshop, 'I shal do 24 
your pleasure.' Then Huon armyd hym, 8 and wente 
after the bysshop and his nephue downe to the shyp 9 ; 
siin*g,the muur when they came there they fouitde Elinas the mayster 
converted all the of them, who had prechyde so moche to 10 the Sarasyns 28 
sencens but ten. ^ conuerted them all excepte tenne. they 
bare hym in hand that they were glade to be chrystenyd / 
but theyr thoughtys was 11 otherwyse / for they ,x. had 
concludyd in theyr corages not to renounce y* lawe of 32 

i .for. 1 Fol. cii. back, col. 1. * that 4 then. 

*-* from the Table and. *-* we will go. 
1 into. 8 selfe. 0 and. 10 ynto. 
11 were. 



They eat and 
drink at their 



They mart el at 
the sumptuous 
furniture of the 



and at its sweet 
odours and 
sounds. 



Huon, after the 
meal, bids the 
bishop go down 
to the ship and 
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macomet 1 for to byleue on 2 lesu Chryst / but they were Their hunger i«, 

however, 10 great 

content to be chrystenyd, to thentent that they wold that they content 
not dye there for famyne. when Huon and the bysshop wiKt'be'iieviiig 
4 was come to 8 them the bysshop 4 sayd, * Syrs, I requyre *" ChrUtUnity * 
you all shew me your entencyon that yf with a good 
hart not coloured ye wyll be come chrystenid 9 and 
byleue on the lawe of 5 lesu chryst, & leue the false and 
8 detestable law of mahounde, the which is no thynge 
worth.' * syr,' quod they al, ' shortely delyuer vs, for 
we 6 rage for famyne, the which so sore ouer presseth 
vs, fl that we can no lenger endure nor suffer it 9 / 7 when 

12 Huon 8 hard them he lawdyd 9 our lorde god, and had 
great ioye therof ; then 7 the bysshoppe and his chape- 
layne confessyd them al and assoylyd them, 10 and in two 
great vesselles he 11 chrystenyd them all. Then they all After ail are 

16 cryed vpon Huon, and sayd / * syr, for the loue of our ^o^tfwfooi. 
lorde god, get 12 vs some mete / 'syrs/ quod Huon, 'ye 
shall haue incontynente ynow so that ye shall be satys- 
fyed.' Then Huon and the bysshop & his chapeleyne 

20 all .iiL went into the castell, and chargyd in 13 theyr 
neckes mete ynowe & brought it to 14 the shyp / and 
causyd all the marchauntis to syt down / then 7 the Meat and wine 
mete was set before them / & the wyne powryd out in tbeniinthecasUe, 

24 to cuppes / amonge other sate the .x. Sarasyns, who but the ten who 

had received the 

had rescyuyd 15 chrystendome fayntly and falsely / and rite feiseiy, died 

on tasting the 

at y* fyrst moraell that they dyd put into theyr mowthes first mortal, 
sodaynely they dyed : the other marchauntis, when they 
28 saw that, they were greatly abasshyd, and regardyd 

eche other, and durst not aproche to towche y* mete, The rat of the 

converts (ear to 

for they 16 went all to haue 16 dyed / 'syrs/ quod Huon, eat. lest thej die 

also, 

1 Mahomet. * vppon. 8 vnto. 4 Fol. cii. back, col. 2. 

6 God the Father, and of his Son our Lord and Sauiour. 
*-* be so hungrie and thirstie, that we are almost famished, 

the which ouerpresses rs so much. 

7 and. 8 had well. 9 humbly thanked. 

M of all their sinnes. n omitted. " giua. 

** vpon. M into. 16 the. 

is-ia had thought that they would have all. 
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bat Haoa 



After the meal 
th« men carry 
up the raerchan- 
diee in their ship 
into the cattle. 



They are de- 
lighted with the 
fair aapect of the 
garden and the 
rooms of the 



A happy time 
they spend in 
their u 



"be not disraayde of 1 this ; for these .x men that are 
dede dyd baptyse them seines but alonely to sane theyr 
lyues, & to haue mete / and not with 2 good harte, 8 nor 
for the loue of 4 god / therfore be not afrayde, ete and 4 
drynke at your ease / for ye shall want none 5 ' / when 
the other marchauntys vnderstode by Huon how that 
•they that dyed were no trew chrysten men they were 7 
abasshyd / and so fell to theyr mete & drynke / 8 when 8 
they had eten & dronken at theyr pleasure they rose 
and toke all the ryches that was 9 in the shyp, and 
caryed it vp into the castell / 8 when they came there 
they had great ioy and pleasure to beholde the halles 12 
and rych chambres that were there : so moch gold 
and 10 syluer and other ryches they sawe there that 
they had therof great maruayle. Then they behelde 
the rych beddys and chambres aparaylyd wheras they 16 
myght reste them, 8 Then they saw the fayre gardayno 
so pleasaunt and dylectable 11 to beholde / 12 the more 
they regardyd it the fayrer it semed to 18 them / the 
plase was of lenthe and brede a bowe shote & more. 20 
And when the owre cam for sopper / then Huon led 
them down into the seller, and after into the 14 chambre 
where as there was mete and drynke plente / and after 
supper they went agayna into y e palays, and laye in 24 
the ryche beddys that they founde there redy, and in 
the mornynge the bysshope and his chapelayne aange 15 
masse before Huon and all the other that were there 
present / and when they wolde ete they wente to the 28 
plase acustomyd, & there they founde alwayes redy 
euery thynge that they deayryd 16 / in the day tyme they' 
wold be in y e gardayne to sporte them / oftentymes the 
bysshop prechyd to 18 to them and confessyd them. 17 32 



1 nor abasshed at 



8 conscience. 



almightie. 



6 nothing, bat haue all thinges at your wish. 
8 Fol. ciii. ool. 1. 7 greatly. 8 and. • were. 
10 ayd in text. " delightful 1. 12 that. 18 vnto. 
14 rich, w did sing. *• or wishtfor. W of all their ainnes. 
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Thus they were there 1 together the space of a moneth, 
in great pleasure and solas. But who so euer had ioye 
Huon had none, for his abydynge there greatly anoyed 2 
4 hym / 8 oftentymes hewolde complayne for his wyfe 4 bat Huon 
Esclaramonde, and for his doughter Claryet, and sayde, wife and 

daughter i 

' Dame, 6 as of tentymys 6 as I remembre what daunger I 
7 haue lefte you in my harte nere departeth out of my 
8 body / a cursyd emperour, thou cause the me to suffer 
moch yll whe» I thynke that by this tyme thou haste 
taked my citye / my wyfe / and my chylde, and set 
them in thy preson / I wold yf it were the pleasure of 
J 2 our lorde god that they were here with me. Then 
I wolde neuer departe 8 hens : and no more I shal do 
without it by the grace of god / A, syr • kynge Oberow, He pmyi for 

i 1A , , , , . . their safety, 

ye haue gyuen me your 10 realme of the fayry ; yf it and begs oberon 

• * . , , , , . . to aid him against 

16 might be your pleasure no we 11 to socoure me as to the German 
delyuer me 8 hense, and to ayde me to dystroy this emperor ' 
emperoure who hathe done me so moche yll.' 12 

% How Huon was borne by a gryffon out of 
20 the castell of the Adamant, and how he 
slewe the gryffon and v other yonge gryf- 
fons / and of the fountayne / of the fayre 
gardayne / & of the frute of the tree nere 
24 to the fountayne, Ca. C.xx. 

Hus as ye haue harde Huon past 18 the 
tyme in the castel of the Adamant, and 
on 14 a daye he lenyd and lokyd out at a 
wyndowe into the see warde / and he saw Huon pereeWee 

J ' agreatbird 

a farre of a great byrde come flyynge 16 

1 all. 2 greeued. 8 for. 4 the faire Ladie. 
6 Madame. • often. 7 Fol. ciii. col. 2. 8 from. 

9 noble. 10 the. n so much. 
12 for euer were I bound to your Mightiness. 13 away. 
14 vppon. 15 feyyng in text. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. CXX. 



flying towards 



which alights 
on a ship near 
the rock of 



With its takms 
it stisas one of 
the ten Saracens 
who lately died, 
bat who were 
still whole and 
sound. 

The bird, which 
is a griffin, carriei 
the man up into 
the air like a 
hawk bearing a 



Afar off Hoon sees 
a crystal rock, 
whither the bird 
flies, 

and he longs to 
visit it. 



He thinks that 
the griffin will 
return the next 
day for more 
prey, and that, 
arming himself 
securely and 
lying among the 
dead men, he 
might be carried 
away by the 



He resolves to 
wait, however, 
to see if the bird 
returns again. 



thetherwarde / this byrd or fowle was bygger then any 
hors in the worlde / wherof he had great maruayle. 
Then he saw where it cam to the same porte, and 
lyghtyd in 1 the maste of a great shyp, and aawe how 4 
for 2 the weyght of the fowle the mast had nere hand 
broke asonder. Then after he aawe the fowle a lyght 
downe into the shyp ; and toke with his talantys one 
of the .x. men 8 that 4 dyed bycanse they wolde not 8 
bileue fermely on 1 god 6 / they coud not putrefye, but 
lay styll in the shype all hole and sounde ; then the 
fowle 6 lyfte hym vp into the ayre and caryed him 
awaye as lyghtly as a hauke wold carry a pegyon. 12 
Huon, who saw this, had great maruayle, and behelde 
the Gryffon whiche way he dyd flye ; and as far of as 
he myght se he sawe to his semylytude a great rocke 
as whyght to the syght as Crystall / 7 then he sayd to 16 
hymselfe 8 ' wold to god 9 1 were there, I thynke it be 
some place inhabytable 7 ;' the;* he thought to 10 hym- 
selfe to com thether agayne the next daye to se yf the 
Gryffon wolde come agayne to f ech his praye : yf he dyd 20 
he thought yf he wolde be out of that 11 castell, the 
gryffon myght bere hym armyd so 12 suerly that he 
shuld do hym no hurte with his talantis / thinkynge to 
lye downe armyd w*V* his sword in his hande amonge 24 
the dede men / and when the Gryffon had brought 
him wher his yonge byrdes were / then to fyght wttfc 
the Gryffon / yet he thought or 18 he wolde thus do he 
wolde agayne se yf the Gryffon cam and held the same 28 
way as he dyd before / for he thought suerly yf he 
retoumyd to the same plase it muste nedys be some 
londe / for he thought 9 it 14 impossyble to get out of 
that castell by any other maner of wayes. Then Huon 32 



vpon. 



8 with, 8 FoL oiii. back, col. 1. 



4 that that in text, 6 and of his sonne Iesu ChrieL 
• fowfe in text. * ail( j. 8 j m 9 that. w within. 
11 the. 12 as. 13 before. 14 were a thing. 
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retournyd to the gardayne to the bysshop and to 1 the 
other companye, and made no sembiaunce of that he He says no word 
had thought to do; 2 then he talked with them of oosnpwlona! 0 ^ 
4 dyuerse maters. And when the tyme came they went 
to ete and drynke as they had bene acustomyd to do 
before, when nyght came and that Huon was in his 
bedde he lay and studyed of the conuayaunce of the 
8 gryffon / desyrynge greatly for the daylight 8 to go and 
se yf the Gryffon returnyd to feche his 4 praye / when 
day came, Huon rose and harde mas, 6 then he went to 
the wyndowe and lokyd there so longe that at the laste 

1 2 he sawe a farre of where the Gryffon came flyynge fro the The next day the 
same place as he 6 hadde done the day before / and came end Mixes another 
and sate downe on 7 the same masfce, beholdynge the dede C ° rp-e " 
men that laye vnder hym, 4 whiche of them he 6 myght 

16 take to his 4 pray / Huon beheld hym 4 and sawe howe 

he* was a ere well fowle. His 4 becke 8 was maruayl- Huon notices that 

the bird Is very 

ously greate / his 4 eyen as great as a basyn, and more horrible to look 
redder than the mouthe of a fornays / and his 4 talantys Up0IU 

20 so great and so longe that ferfull it was to beholde 
hym 4 / and then at last he 6 alyghtyd downe into the 
shyp and toke one of the dede men 9 in his 4 talantis, 
and so mountyd into the ayre / and flewe the same 

24 way as he 6 dyd the day before. Huon behelde hym 1 * 

well, and sawe howe 11 he 6 flewe to the whyght rocke. it flies away to 
This rocke was callyd the rocke of Alexander / for which is called 

the ruck of 

when Alexander passyd the desertys of Inde, and Alexander, 
28 wente to speke with the trees of the sonne / and of the 
mone / he came to 1 y* same rocke, and at his returne 
he baynyd u hym in a fountayne nere to the rocke, and 
there he tarred a sartayne space and sawe there many because Alexander 

once stayed there. 

32 thynges. Now let vs leue spekynge of this rocke and 
retourne to 1 Huon / who fyxed his corage / that he 

1 vnto. * and. 8 Fol. ciii. back, col. 2. * her. 

6 seruice and. 9 she. * vppon. 8 necke. 
• bodies. w the Griffen. « that " bathed. 
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Huon reveals 
his plan to the 
bishop and his 
company, 
who are very 
dolorous on 
hearing him. 



The bishop 
declares that 
Huon seeks hit 
own death. 



Hnon replies that 
his anxious fears 
for his wife and 
daughter well- 
nigh kill him. 



Huon is resolved 
to carry out his 
device, 

and is confessed 
by the bishop. 



detennynid to be borne thens by the Gryffon, and 
sayde to 1 hymselfe that he had rather aduenture dethe 
then to abyde any lenger there / for he hadde so 2 great 
desire to se his wyfe and his child that he put fro hym 4 
all fere of dethe. 

1T when. Huon sawe that the Gryffon was gone with 
his 3 praye, he went to the 4 bysshop and 6 his company, 
and shewyd 6 them all that he had sene and thought to 8 
do. 5 when they 7 harde Huon they began greatly 8 to 
wepe, and wrange theyr handys, and 9 tare theyr here, 
makynge the greatest sorowe 10 of 11 the worlde, and 
cryed out and sayd / 'a, cosyn/ quod the bysshop, 12 
c by y* grace of god ye shall neuer take on 12 you suche 
a folye / ye ought not to seke for 13 your owne dethe 
soner then it is the pleasure of god that your owre be 
come ; syr, for goddes sake forsake vs not / but tary 16 
here with vs.' ' Frendys,' quod Huon, 14 ' I remembre 
the daunger that I lefte my wyfe, and my chylde, and 
my citye, and lordis, and burgesses, and comunaltye 11 / 
my harte is so sorowfull 16 therof, 16 that that it nere 20 
hande sleeth me / ye shall abyde here in the sauegarde 
of our lord god / and I wyll take the aduenture that 
god wyll sende me, and I praye you 17 speke no more 
to 6 me in this mater.' 18 when they saw 19 they coude not 24 
tourne Huon fro his enterpryse, the sorow that they 
made no man can declare / that nyght they passid 
in great sorowe and doloure / tyl 20 the next mornynge 
that Huon arose. Then he came to the bysshope, and 28 
was confessyd and receyuyd 21 his maker 21 / then he 
dynyd wel with his companye / 6 then after 22 he went & 
armyd hym 23 in dobyll armure and with mayle on 12 his 

1 within. 2 a. 8 her. * Fol. C.iiii. col. 1. 
6 vnto. 9 and. 7 all had. 8 pitifully. • did. 

10 and greefe. 11 in. 12 vppon. 13 omitted, 
14 when. 18 and so agreeued. 16 thereat. 17 to. 
18 for, by the grace of god I will venture it 19 that 
90 vntill. M ~ 21 at his hand. 22 diuner. » himselfe. 
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leggys, and helme on 1 his hede, and gytte his sword He arms himself 
abought hym, and when he was redy, and sawe 2 it was armour,*^ * 
tyme to departe, he toke his leue of the bysshoppe and * nd leave of 

j his companions. 

4 of all the other, and commaundyd 8 them 4 to 4 god- 
when the good bysshoppe saw his departure he made 
great sorowe, and so dyde all the other / but none of 
them durste speke any more to 5 hym / the bysshoppe 

8 embrasyd hym at his departynge, and sayde, ' cosyn, 
in 0 the 7 sauegarde of 8 our lorde 8 Iesu chryste I 
commende you,, and that he may of his grace preserue 
you fro all your enemyes.' 4 Syr,' quod Huow, ( the 
12 great desyre that I haue to ayde and socoure her 
whome I lefte in great pouertye and dought of her lyfe 
constraynethe me thus to departe / for yf I go not by 
this m[ea]nes I must euer abyde here, and then 9 shall 
16 I false her my promyse / and I wyll kepe my fay the 
and 9 promys. Thus I recommend you to 5 god.' 10 
Then he departyd fro them and passyd out of the gate, Haon pasaee oat 

, i . of the gate of the 

and went downe the stay res and went in to the shyppe, ca»tie, and down 

. the steps, and Into 

20 and then he lokyd into the see and sawe where the the ship, 
gryffon was corny nge / io when he parseyued that he laye Th*gTimn 
downe amonge the ded men withe his sword nakyd in and Huon ues 
his hande, and helde it on 11 his thye by cause it shulde dead men with 

24 not fall in 6 the see; and as sone as he was layd ^ ,word drawiu 
grouelynge 12 a monge the dede men, the Gryffon came 
and 13 restyd on a 18 shyp maste as he 14 was acustomyd 
to do / and he 14 was so heuy 15 that the mast 16 bent nye 16 

28 asonder. when Huon saw that, he was in great fere, He trembles 
and callyd vp on our lorde Iesu chryste for ayde and ' 

1 vppon. * that 8 commended. 

4 — 4 all into the sauegarde of almightie. 6 vnto. 

6 to. 7 Pol. C.iiii. col. 2. 

8 ~ 8 almightie god and of his Sonne our Lord and Sauiour.' 
I shall breake my promise vnto her, but by the grace 
of god I will keape my faithfull. 

10 and. 11 vpon. u crewling. 

w-' 13 alighted vpon the. 14 she. • 15 and so great 

i*-w waa neere hand broken. 
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socoure, and to saue hym fro j* fell 1 Giyffon / & the 
Gryffon, lokynge for his 2 pray, saw where Huon lay 
annyd / wherby he serayd more greatter then any of 
the other dede men / the Gryffon desyryd to haue hym 4 
to his 2 nest to gyne hym to 8 his 2 yonge byrdis / 4 so he 4 
bntthefriffln cam downe into the shyppe and toke Huon in his 2 

seises him 

and iu daws clees, and straynyd hym so faste by bothe sydes that his 
p4«r«hu amour. en teryd into the flesshe for all his harnays, 6 so 8 
Huon roffer. gmt that the blode issued out, and Huon was in that 

pain, 
and praj 
for help. 



Indpray* to Qod dystrease that all his body trymbelyd, & petuonsly he 



callyd vpon our lorde god for ayde 6 / but he durst not 
stere for any payne that he felt, 7 the Gryffon 8 bare hym 12 
The griffin bean so hye and so far that in lease then thre owres he 9 bare 
rock, and, laying hym to y* whyght rocke / and there layde hym downe, 
toafounuonto and for trauayle that the gryffon had he 10 flewe downe 
drink. ^ rocke to a fonntayne to drynke / the whiche 18 

fountayne was of such great vertue that the bouwtye 
therof coude not be descryuyd / and Huon, who lay 
on 11 the rocke was sore wery for faynt, for the blude 
that he had loste / 12 thought in 18 hymselfe that yf euer 20 
he wolde scape fro that daunger it was tyme for hym 14 
Huon rieet, to shewe then 15 his prowes / then he rose vp and lokyd 
It band! * ° rounde abought hym / and sawe howe 16 there was nero 

hym a fayre foreste / then he prayed 8 our lorde god to 24 
ayd* hym to depart 17 thens in sauegard, and that 
he myght ones 18 retoume into his owne countre to so 
hys wyfe and chyld, whome he so well louid, then anone 
he sawe y* gryffon / who had sene Huon ryse vp ; then 28 
The griffin swoops ahe came withe her mouthe open to haue deuowryd 

down upon him to 

devour him, Huon, who 19 was repenisshed with hye prowes, 1 came 

and Huon pre- 

i to defend agaynste the Gryffon who had her pawes redy open to 

haue grypyd Huon / 19 who was light and quycke, gaue 32 

1 crueL 2 her. 8 vnto. 4 — 4 and then she. 
6 Armour. 6 and succour. 7 Pol. C.iiii. back, col. 1. 
• did. 0 she did. 10 she. 11 vpon. 12 he. 
» within. 14 then. 16 omitted. w that. 
17 from. 18 againe. 19 but he. 
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the Gryffon suche a stroke -with his sworde that he Heetrikeeeff 
strake of one of his 1 fete by the ioynte, and so the griffin** feet, 
gryffon fell to the erth and gaue suche a crye that the ^in n>u*w ti»e 

4 yonge Gryffons, beynge in theyr neste in the foreste, fn^fifneeu* 
harde the crye and knewe wel that it was the voys of 
theyr mother / father had they none, for he was slayne 
but a lytell before by a kynge of perce with his 

8 archers / bycause the Gryffon had slayne the kyngys 
horse for mete for his yong. 2 Thus when they hard 
the crye of theyr mother they rose vp in to the ayre, 
they were .v. in noumbre : they came all a tons with Five in number, 

they attack Huon, 

1 2 open wyngis vpon Huon / 8 when he 4 sawe them 6 all .v. 

comynge on e hym he had great fere / he strake the but he with great 
fyrste on 8 the necke 7 that he strake of the hede clene them all one 
fro the body. Then the seconde seysyd Huon by the 

16 mayle, that yf he had not stryken of his 1 legge he had 
borne hym vp into the ayre / but Huon gaue hym 
suche a stroke that the legge hangyd styll at the lap of 
his 8 mayle, then 3 he toke it of with his hande and 

20 caste it to the erthe / and with another stroke he slewe 
that Gryffon / 8 Then came the thyrde and gaue Huon 
suche a buffet with his wyngis that made Huon to 
knele downe on 6 one of bis knees / Then Huon strake 

24 that Gryffon suche a stroke on the wynge / that it fell 
clene fro the body. And the fourthe he strake of his 
legges / and with another 9 strake of his hed, and also 
then he slewe the other with the one wynge / then 

28 came the fyfthe Gryffon, who was bygger then any of 
the other Gryffons / 8 thew Huon strake at hym, and 
the Gryffon resyd 10 vp his fete and spredde abrode his 
wyngis, and gaue Huon suche a recountre that the noble 

32 knyghte was stryken to the erthe ; when Huon felte 
hymselfe hurte and laye on 8 the erthe, he callyd vp on 

1 her. * ones. 8 and. * Fol. Ciiii. back, col. 2. 
6 omitted. 8 vppon. T in such sort 8 the. 



9 stroake. 



10 reared. 
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god for ayd 1 / for lie thought 2 he shuld neuer haue 
rysen more / & wysshyd hym selfe at that tyme that he 
had taried styl in the castell of the Adamante with his 
company, who for sorowe that they had when Huon 4 
went into the shyppe / they durst not abyde the 
comyng of the gryffon / but went and dyd hyde them 
selues in the castell. And Huon, who was sore 
woundyd withe thys fyfte gryffon, rose vp as well as 8 
he myghte / and came to the Gryffon, who was redy to 
dystroye hym with his becke and naylys. Then Huon, 
lyke a vertuous 3 hardyye knyghte 4 toke corage, and 
lyftvphis 8 word with bothe his handys,and etrake the 12 
Gryffon such a stroke on 5 the hede that he claue it to 
the braynes, so the Gryffon fell downe dede to the 
ertho. 

% Howe Huon foughte with the great gryffon 16 
& slew her. C. c.xxi. 




Hen Huon saw that he had slayne the 
.v. yonge gryffons he thonkyd oure 
lorde god for the grase that he had 20 
sent hym as to ouercome suche .v. 
terryble beastis. 6 then he sate downe 



to reste hym, and layd his sword by hym, thynkynge 
T then to be in a suerty 7 / but it was not longe but that 24 
the great Gryffon, who had brought hym fro the 
Theoidgriffln, castel, 8 came on 8 hym with thre fete, and betynge with 
mother of the his wyngis / 9 when she saw her yonge 10 slayne, she cast 
hidsiMn!fliet 0n out a great cry so that all the valey range therof / when 28 
who totrartftum Huon sawe her comynge he was in great fere, for he was 
ti«heayyttrifc? sore wery with trauayle and losse of blode that it was 
payne to sustayne hymselfe / howbeit he sawe well 11 it 



1 and succour. * that. 
* Fol. C.v. col. 1. 6 vpon. 
l— 7 that they had beene all Blaine. 

• and. » ones. 1 



8 and a. 

t. 6 foules. 

8 of the Adamant 
« that 
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was 1 nede to defende hymselfe / 2 then he came to the 
Gryffon to haue stryken her, but he coude not, the 
gryffon was so nere hym betynge with her wyngis so 
4 fersly that Huon fell to the erthe, and his sworde fell 
out of his handys, wherof he had great fere / for he Hnon r&an that 

i , . , _ _ _ ' , , he Bhall be kili«U 

thought hymselfe m al hys lyfe neuer 3 so nere dethe by the moneier. 
as he was then / he callyd then ryght petuously for 
8 ayde 4 of our lorde Tesu chryste / and the Gryffon 5 bet 
hym merueylusly with her beke / wyngis / and talouns / 
but the doble 6 cotys of mayle that he had on were 7 so 
strong that the gryffon coude not breke them / but yf 

12 the gryffon had not lost before one of 8 his fete, 8 and 
loste so moche blod as he 9 had done, Huon coude neuer 
a scapyd without dethe / the Gryffon so sore defowlyd 
and bet hym that he coud not 10 ryse vp. 11 Then he 

16 rememberyd hym selfe how 12 he had by his syde a 

rych knyfe, the whyche he brought 13 fro the castell of Huon draw* a 

, . . _ . _ _ . , _ _ knife that he had 

the Adamant / he drew it out and ther with strake the brought with him 
Gryffon on 14 the brest .vL great strokys, euery stroke as andBtrikw the' 

20 depe as the knyfe wold go / and as his hap 16 was this S^breMtl^that 
knyfe was of 16 two fote longe, 17 and therwith y e Gryffon tt 
fell downe ded / thew Huon arose and dyde 18 of his helme, 
and lyfte vp his handis to 19 the 17 heuen & thankyd 20 

24 god of his vyctory / 2 he was 21 sore trauaylyd and sore 17 Hnon ie weary 
chargyd with blod and swete / 12 he dyd 18 of his helme, 
and behelde round e abought hym, and coude se no 
thynge to trowble hym; when he had taryed there a 

28 sartayne tyme he rose vp & lokyd downe the rocke, 

then 2 he sawe a fountayne in a fayre medowe / then he and happily find* 

a dear fountain 

went downe and came thether / then 2 he sawe the at hand, 
fountayne so fayre and clere that he had great maruayle 

1 great 2 and. 3 neuer after himselfe. 
4 and succour. 6 did. 6 noble. 7 Fol. C.v. col. 2. 
*— 8 her Legges. 9 she. 10 in no wise. u againo. 
12 that. 13 with him. 14 vpon. w fortune. 
M length. 17 omitted. 18 put 19 vnto. 
20 our lord. 21 so. 
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[Ca. cxxL 



* Whit* Jwper with 
flowers of Ana 
gold and azure 
forma ita 



and at ita bottom 
in pravel of 
precious stones. 

Hoon drinks the 
water. 



All his wounds 
heal at the first 
draught, 

for the fountain 
waa the fountain 
of youth, which 
cures all 
infirmities. 



Huon bathes in 
the fountain. 



At its side grew 
an apple-tree, 



and Huon tastes 
its fruit. 



Beyond he sees an 
orchard, 



tberof / he sawe the masonry e 1 therof ryche, all of 
whight Iasper wroughte rychely with flowers of fyne 
golde and Asure / 2 when he sawe the water so fayre he 
hade great desyre to drynke therof / then he dyd of 4 
one of his dobyll arnmre to be the more lyghter, and so 
aprochyd to 8 the fountayne / and sawe the grauell in 
the botome all of presyous stones / 2 then he dyde 4 of 
his helme and dranke of the water his fyll, and he had 8 
no soner dronke therof but incontynent he was hole of 
all his woundys, and as fresshe and lusty as he was 
when he came fro the castell of the Ada 5 mant, wherof 
he* thankyd our lorde 7 Iesu chryste. This fountayne 12 
was callyd the fountayne of youth, the whiche was of 
suche vertue that what so euer sykenes a man or 
woman had, yf they baynyd them in the streme of that 
fountayne they shulde be hole of all infyrmytyes. 16 
Then Huon vnarmyd hym and dyd 4 of all his clothes, 
and bathyd hymselfe in the streme to put away the 
blode and swete that his body was colouryd with all / 
2 when he was clene wasshyd, then he armyd hym 8 20 
agayno with one of his harnes, 9 and lefte 10 the other / 
by this fountayne there grewe an appell tree chargyd 
with leuys and frute / the fayreste that myght be 
founde / when Huon sawe the tree chargyd with so 24 
fayre frute he rose on 11 his fete and aprochyd to 3 the 
tree, 12 and toke therof a fayre apple and a great, & dyd 
ete therof his fyll, for the apple was great / 2 he 
though te 13 he neuer dyd ete before of suche a frute / 28 
4 a, good lorde,' quod he, 1 1 ought greatly to laude & 
prayse the, synne 14 thou haste 15 replenysshyd me this 
day with such a fountayne and suche frute/ Then he 
lokid on 11 his ryght hando and sawe a great orcheyarde 32 



1 workemanship, 
6 Fol. C.v. back, col. 1. 

8 selfe. 9 armours. 
12 trre in text. that. 



8 and. 8 vnto. 4 put 
• most humbly. 7 and Saviour. 
10 off. 11 vppon, 
14 seeing. 16 thus. 
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full of trees, berynge good frute of dyuers sortys, that 
great beaute it was to bcholde them. This gardayne 
was so fayre that it seuiyd rather a paradise then a 
4 thyng terrestryalL For out of this gardayne there which east forth 

if ii ii , . to sweet an odour 

issuyd suche a smell and odoure that Huon thought that Huon thinks 
that all the bawlme and spy eery of 1 the worlde coude and spices of the 
not cast out so sweto a smell. ' A, good lorde,' quod emfiuiwM^ 
8 Huon, 4 what place is this that I am in / for yf the nesa ' 
Gryffon had not bene here I wold haue thought 2 I had 
bene in paradyse / good lorde, 3 ayde and socoure me 
4 so 4 that I be not loste nor dede.' 



12 6 % How an aungell aperyd to* Huon and 
commaundyd hym to gather thre apples of 
the tree by the fountayne, and no more ; 
and how the aungell shewyd hym tidinges 

16 of his wyfe 7 Esclaramonde, and of his 
doughter Clariet / and shewed hym the 
waye that he shulde go 8 thens. Ca. C.xxii. 

Hus as ye haue harde Huon deuysyd 
by hymselfe at the fountayne, then he 
went agayne to the tre, and sayd Huon decira 
howe* he wolde ete of that frute, and gather enough 
gatheryd therof as moche as shulde for six days* 
24 suffyce hym for .vL dayes / and in 

that space he trustyd to come to some place where as 
he shulde haue mete suffycyente. Thus as he was 
goynge to 9 the tre warde, 10 sodaynely there aperyd to* but tnddenij an 
28 hym a lyght shynynge, that he thought he was him, 
rauysshed in the 10 heuen amonge the aungellys / ther* 
with he harde a voyse angelicall, tliat sayde / ' Huon, 

1 Jo. 2 that 3 God, I pray thee to. 
4-4 in all mine affaires and enterprizes, and at this time. 
* Fol. C.v. back, col 2. 0 vnto. 7 the faire. 8 from. 
0 towards. 10 omitted. 
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HUON OF BURDECX. 



|Ca. cxxii. 



and bids him 
gather no more 
than three 
apples. 



The fruit is the 
fruit of youth : 

it can cause a 
man of eighty 
years to become 
as one of thirty. 



Huon promises to 
obey the angel's 
will implicitly, 



and begs for 
news of his wife 
and child. 



The angel recites 
the story of the 
fall of Bordeaux. 



knowe for trouthe that our lorde god commaundythe 
the not to be so hardy as to gather anye more frute of 
that tre / excepte thre apples, the which god is well 
content that thou shalte gather, and no more / here 4 
after they shal seme the wel / so that thou do kepe 
them clenely & worthely as they ought to be kepte / it 
shall not be longe or 1 thou shalte haue great nede of 
them / the frute of this tree is callyd the frute of 8 
youthe / it hathe suche vertue that yf a man of .iiii. 
score or of a .c. yerys of age do ete therof, he shall 
become agayne as yonge as he was at the age of .xxx. 
2 yeres. In yonder gardayne thou mayst go and 12 
gather of the frute there 3 at thy pleasure, and ete 
what thou lyste. But ete no more of this tre 4 that 
thou haste eten of, 6 therfore beware 0 gather no more 
therof excepte the sayde thre appelles / knowe for 16 
trouthe 7 yf thou breke my commaundemente / the 
frute shall be derely sold to 8 the.' c Syr/ quod Huon, 
'lawde and prayse be 9 to our lorde god my creature, 
when he shewethe his grace to 8 me that am so pouer a 20 
synner, and that he wyll thus vyset me / I shall neuer 
consent to breke his commaundemente, I had rather 
dye. 10 My body and my sowle I recommende to 8 his 
good grace. But thou, the frende 11 of god, I requyre 24 
the shewe me howe dothe my wyfe Esclaramonde and 
Claryet my doughter, whome I haue lefte in my citye 
of Burdeux, besegyd by the Emperoure Therry of 
Almayne; I haue great fere that they be famysshyd 28 
within the citye, and my lordis and companye that 
I lefte there with her slayne and dede.' 'Frynde,' 
quod the voyse, ' know for sartayne that the citye of 
Burdeux is taken, and all thy men dede or taken, and 32 
thy wyfe in pryson in the great toure of Magence, 

1 ere. 2 Fol. C.vi. col. 1. 8 there after gather. 
4 omitted, 6 and. 6 I charge thee. 7 that. 
8 vuto. 9 giuen. 10 then so to doe. 11 Messenger. 



Digitized by 



Ca. cxxii.] how huon hears tidings from bordeaux. 



437 



where as the emperoure Therry kepeth her straytly, & 
thy doughter Claryet is at Cluny in y e abbey, wher as 
she is wel seruyd / and the abbot, who hathe alwayes 

4 louyd the, he hathe her in his kepynge / and she is as 
well cherysyd there 1 as she were his proper 2 doughter.' 
* Syr/ quod Huon, 1 and whye was she brought thether?' 
' Huon,' quod the voice, ' knowe well that Barnarde thy 

8 cosyne garmayne brought her thether.' * Frynde/ quod 
Huon, ' I praye you 3 she we me yf Gerames / 4 Othon / 
& Rychard 4 be aly ue or not ? ' ' Frettd,' quod y* voyce, 
'at y e takyng of y e 5 citye they were slayne by the 
12 Emperour/ when Huon 6 harde those petyfull tydyngis 

he began tenderly to wepe, complaynynge for 7 Esclara- Huon wmjh over 

the death of 

monde his wyfe and for the dethe of 8 olde Gerames, and Gerames, 
sayd, 'frynde, I requyre you 3 shewe me yf euer I shall w»a asks whether 

_ _ . ^i* 16 mav escape 

16 scape, consyderynge that I am here closyd in with the from the rock 
see, the which goethe rounde a boughte this rocke / and stands. 
I se no waye to go out there of / Gladly I wolde knowe 
yf euer I shall retourne into my countre to se my wyfe 

20 & doughter, who ar in great 9 daunger.' ' Huon/ quod 

the voyce / * comforte thy selfe / then 10 shalt thou 11 see 12 The angel replies 

, , , , . i n io that he shall ouly 

ageyoe thy wyfe esclaramond, and toy chylde 13 Claryet, rejoin hi* wife 

. and child after 

and thy good citye of Burdeaux / but or 14 thou 15 come he has suffered 
24 there thou shalte suffer moche payne and be in great more ° r 
fere 16 / the emperour Tharry hathe conqueryd all thy 
countre and Geronnell is vnder his obeysaunce with the 
citye of Burdeaux.' Then Huon sware and made 
28 promyse that yf our lorde Iesu chryst wyll 17 gyue hym 
that 8 grace that he maye 18 retourne into his 2 countre, 
that suerly he wolde sle the emperoure Tharry, what so 
euer ende come therof. * Messanger of god, I requyre 
32 you 3 shewe me by what maner of waye I maye passe 

1 euen. s owne. 3 to. *— 4 Richard and Othon. 
6 Fol. C.vi. col. 2. • had well. 7 the faire. 8 the. 
9 feare and. 10 thou. « omitted. 12 them. 
13 Daughter. 14 ero. 16 shalt 16 and danger. 
17 would. 18 might 
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HUON OF BUEDBUX. 



[Ca. cxxii. 



Theangsltrfds 

Huon Rather 
three apples, 



and follow a path 
leading to some 
clear water, 



where a ship 
awaits UIul 



He is to let the 
•hip go what 
course it will. 



The angel 
departs, 
bidding Huon 
Ihj faithful to 
Jesus Christ. 



out of this rocke ? ' ' Huon/ quod the voyse, ' go to 
the saydo tree and gather the thre apples as I haue 
sayde to 1 the before, and kepe them well and clenly / 
for thou shalte hereafter haue so moche profyghte by 4 
them that at the ende thou shalte come to 1 thy desyre 
and wyll, and shalte be out of thy great payne, 
troubyll, & thoughte. Take this lytell pathe that thou 
seeste here vpon thy ryghte hande, and so go thou 8 
downe to 1 the fote of the rocke, and then 2 thou shalte 
fynde a fayre clere water, & theron 8 a fayre shyppe, 
enter in to it; 4 6 fyrst go into the gardayne and gather 
frute to serue the as long as thou shalt be in the shype / 12 
then lose 8 the shyppe fro the chayne that it is tyed by / 
and let the shyppe go whether as it wyll tyll 7 it come 
.to the porte where as thou shalto aryue. But be thou 
sure or 8 thou come there thou shalt be in as great fere 16 
as euer thou wertln all 9 thy lyfe dayes,* nor thou wert 
neuer in so great parell / 1 commaunde the 10 to the saue- 
garde of our lorde Iesu chryste, I go my waye and leue 
the here.' Then Huon knelyd downe and held vp his 20 
handis, and sayd, 'a, the 11 very messenger of god, I 
requyre the haue me recowmaundyd to 1 my creature' / 
' Huon,' quod the voyce, ' be of good comforte, for as 
long as thou arte trewe and faythefull thou shalt haue 24 
ayde and socoure of our lorde u Iesu Chryst, and shalt 
attayne to thy desyres / but or 13 thou come therto thou 
shalt suffer moche payne and fere. But after, as I 
haue sayde, thou shalte haue welthe ynoughe and 28 
exalte all thy fryndys.' Huon was glad of that the 
voyce had sayd to 1 hym / but he was in great dyspleasur 
in that his wyfe 14 Esclaramond was prysoner in the 
citye of Magence, and of the dethe of Gerames and of 32 



1 vnto. 2 there. * therevppon. 4 but 
6 Fol. C.vi. back, col. 1. 9 vnluose. T vntill. 
8 before. the dayes of thy life. 10 in. u thou. 

12 and Sauiour. 13 ere. 14 the faire. 
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other his lordis and seruauntys / and sayd to hymselfe, 
c yf he 1 maye the emperoure shall derely abye that 
bargayne.' Then Huon went to the gardayne and 

4 gatheryd frute to bere into the shyppe. 2 Then he wc/ite 
to the fountayne, where as the tree of youthe was therby / 
and then 3 by the commaundement of the Aungell he 
gatheryd thre apples / and trussyd them sauely ; and Huon gathers the 

8 then he dranke of the fountayne at his pleasure. Then ""••'n* 101, 
he departyd and toke the litell pathe, the whiche was He follows the 

... path, which rune 

foetwene the gardayne and the streme that 4 issuyd out by a stream run of 

precious etouee. 

of the fountayne / the whyche streme ran and fell into 

12 the great ryuer where as the shyppe laye ; and when he 
was enteryd into this streme he sawe y 6 goodlyest 
presyous stonys that euer he sawe, they were so fayre 
and so rych that the value 5 coude not be estemyd, the 

16 grauell of the streme that issuyd out of the fountayne 
were all precyous stonys, and they cast such lyght that 
al the mountayne and rocke dyd shyne therof, wherof 
Huon had great maruayle. Also he sawe the shyppe At the end of it 

20 so fayre that he was therof 6 abasshyd / the ryuer ioynyd garnished ship, 
to the ryche gardayne where as Huon had gatheryd 
fryte of .xiiiL sortys, the which he put into the 
shyppe / 2 then recommaundynge hymselfe to our lord 7 

24 Iesu chryst he enteryd in to the shyppe, and vntyed and enters 

wi thin It. 

the shyppe fro the chayne, then the shyp departyd fro 
that porte / this ryuer was callyd Dyplayre. Thus the 
shyp went as faste as thoughe a byrde had flowen. The ship passes 
23 2 Thus as ye haue harde Huon say lyd al alonge in this downbeat 
shyp on 8 the ryuer of Dyplayre / ryght desyrous to Dypire. 
brynge out of danger his wyfe the fayre 9 Esclaramond. 

1 I. * and. * there. * Fol. C.vi. back, col. 2. 
6 of them. 8 greatly dismayed and. 7 and Sauiour. 
s vppon. tf Ladle. 
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IIUON OF BtJRDEUX. 



[Ca. cxxiii. 



Hoon't ship 
was richly 
bedecked with 
gold mild ivory. 



A cabin within H 
was roofed with 
gold and 
precious stones, 
which shone 
brightly through 
the night. 



Huon tailed alone 
between rocks, 

and taw no town 
nor human being. 



After three days* 
journeying, 
the rocks ahead 
appear to ciose 
above him and 
form a dark 




Huon enters the 
passage, where all 
is black. 
The wind rises, 
and the air 
grows cold. 



% Howe Huon of Bordeaux saylyd in a ryche 
shyp, and of the perelous goulfe that he 
passed by, and how he aryued at the porte 
of the great citye of Thauris in 1 Perse. 4 

Ca. Cxxiii. 

Hus as ye haue hard was Huon 2 on 
this rych ryuer in his shyp, the 
whiche was broderyd with whyght 8 
Iuory & naylyd with nayles of fyne 
gold / & the fore castell of whyght 
crystal medelyd with rych cassydony, 
& therin a chainbre, the selynge s with sterres of gold 12 
& presyous 4 stones / the whiche gauo suche clerenesse 
in the darke nyght as thoughe it hadde bene fayre day / 
and the bed that Huon laye on 2 / there is no humayne 
tonge can esteme the vale we therof / therin lay Huon 16 
euery nyghte, and in the daye 5 abrode in the shyppe / 
it was noyfull 6 to hym for that he was alone without 
company / & saylyd euery daye betwene two rockys 
without syght of any towne or vyllage, or 7 man or 20 
woman / when he had bene in this shyppe thre dayes 
and thre nyghtis he behelde before hym and sawe howe 
y e two rockis began to draw together and to 7 couer the 
ryuer, and it semyd to 8 his syght that the shyppe 24 
shulde enter into a darkenes ; howbeit, the ryuer euer 
styll kepto his brede / but the nerer he came y* darker 
the passage semyd ; and when the shyppe came nere 8 it 
she went so fast that Huon thoughte 9 no byrde in the 28 
worlde coud flye so fast / 10 then it began to be sore 
blacke and darke, and y e wynde rose, and 11 bay lyd so ex- 
tremely that he thought the Bhyppe shulde 12 perysshe 12 / 
and Huon was so colde that he wyst not how to get 32 



1 of. 
6 came. 



2 vppon. 
8 yrkesome. 
io and. 



8 wrought. * Fol. cvii. col. 1. 
T omitted. 8 vnto. • that. 
11 j t 12-12 haue perished. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Ca. cxxiii.] of iiuon's new perils. 



441 



any hete. Then he hard petuous 1 voyses spekynge Voice* are heard 

caning their 

dyuers languages, cureynge the tyme that euer they ui fortune, 
were borne. Then he harde thonder and saw lyghtenynge 
4 so often / that certaynely he thoughte to 2 be perysshed »ndHuondespeJn 

"' of hi* life. 

and 3 lost 3 Thus Huon was in this shyppe in great 
fere of lesynge of his lyfe / 4 when he was hungerid 
then he dyd ete of the frute that he had brought 
8 thether / then agayne he was comfortyd in that the 
aungel had sayd to 5 hym that he shuld se againe his 
wyfe 6 & his doughter Claryet. when he had bene in For three days 

ell is unchanged, 

this case the space of tlire dayes he sate downe on 7 the 
1 2 see bourde of the shyppe / 4 then he harde suche a brute but at length a 

thunderous noise 

so great and so hoi^ryble that yf the thonder had fallen is heard of 
fro the heuen, and that all the ryuers of 9 the world had taSnu * ******* 
fallen downe fro the rockes / 10 coud not haue made so 

16 hydeouse anoyse / as the tempest made 11 of the Goulfe 
the whiche is betwene the see of perse and y* great 
see occyan : it was neuer hard that euer any shyp or 
galey scapyd that way without perysshynge / when 

20 Huon saw hymselfe in that daunger deuoutely he Haon believes 

his end to be 

callyd to 7 our lorde god, and sayde / 'a, 12 very god, 12 ne«r, 
nowe I see and parseyue that without 13 recouer 13 I am foreST 7 " 
loste and come to my end / but syn 14 it is your pleasure 

24 and wyl Uiat I shall perysshe, here I requyre 15 your 
benyuolent grace to accept my sowle in to your 16 
handys. 1 Huon had no soner spoken those wordys 
but a wynde arose with so great a tempest that 17 Huon a great tempest 

28 went 17 then suerly to haue bene 18 loste. 18 Then he sawe 

comynge agaynst hym great barres of Iron red hote, that and great bars of 
fell downe fro 19 alofte 19 in to the ryuer before Huon, approach the 
in suche wyse 20 that when they fell into the water, by ,Uip ' 

1 pitifull. 2 haue bene. 
*- s and neuer to haue escaped out of that danger. * and. 
6 vnto. • E8cleremond. 7 vppon. 8 Fol. cvii. col. 2. 

• in. 10 they. u made after Goulfe. 
i*— 12 good lord. 13-13 thy ayd and succour. 14 seeing. 
16 beseech. 18 fauourable. 17 hee thought. 
is-18 cagt away. 19 ~ 19 on high. *> sorte. 
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but they fall 
lushing into the 
river, and do not 
touch the vessel. 



The ship rune 
Aground In fire 
feet of water. 



Huon draws the 
ship to land* 
and leaps out. 



He flnde the 
gravel to be of 
precious stones, 
and casts some of 
them into his 
ship; 



they shine as 
brightly as ten 
toruhee. 



Huon launchee 
his vessel again, 

and travels on in 
mid stream as 
quickly aa a 
bird. 



He has no food 



reason of the hete of the barres, trowbelyd so the water 
that ferfull it was to beholde. 1 Thus was 8 Huon a 
great space / or 3 he coude passe the Goulfe, the whiche 
was so perelous / and the shyppe wente so sore by force 4 
of the wynde / so that the shyppe wente out of the 
rayddes of the streme, and so 4 was nere to the lond so 
that the shyppe 6 coude go no further. 

H when Huon sawe and parsayuyd tliat the shyppe 8 
was vpon the grounde, he thought then suerly to haue 
bene drownyd. Then he toke an ancre and put it into 
the water to knowe how manye fote the water was of 
deppenesse. Then 6 7 he founde it but v. fote. Then 12 
he toke one of his ancres and caste it a londe 8 & then 
drewe by the corde tyll 9 the shyppe came nere to the 
banke syde / then he Issued out of the shyppe and 
lepte a londe / *then he saw sodaynely a bought hym a 16 
great clerenes wherof he was 10 abasshed, and wyst not 
what to thynke / then he sawe before hym 11 all the 
grauell in the water were medelyd 12 witJi presyous 
stones / 0 when Huon sawe that / he toke a scope and 20 
cast into the shyppe so moche of those presyous stonys 
that it gaue as great a light as thoughe .x. torchys hade 
bene brynnynge / so moch of this grauell Huon dyd 
cast into the shyppe that he was wery of laboure / and 24 
when he saw the shyp suffycyently chargyd / then ho 
enteryd agayne and drewe vp the ancre, and traueylyd 
so sore that he broughte agayne the shyppe into the 
myddis of the streme, then the shyppe went so faste 28 
that a byrd coud not haue folowid it. Thus he was .x. 
dayes or 18 he coude passe that Goulfe / °thus day and 
nyght he say lid, and 14 great fere and sore opressyd for 
15 famyne, 15 for he had no thynge to ete 16 but frewte, so 32 

1 it 1 was after Huon. 3 before. 4 omitted. 
6 was grounded and. 8 And. 7 Fol. cvii. back, col. 1. 
8 shoare. 9 vntill. 10 greatly dismayed and. 11 that. 
12 mingled. 13 before. 14 with. 
**— 15 through hunger and thirst. 18 nor driuke. 
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that therby he was waxed so feble that he coud scant 1 but u* fruit he 

had gathered at 

sustayne hymselfe on 2 his fete / and on 3 the .xL daye th«ang«r§ 

* behest* 

at the sonne rysynge he sawe apere the clerenes of the 
4 day lyght, and then he was out of the darkenes At length the 

J Je ' perilous gulf la 

& enteryd into the see of perse, the whiche was so passed *"d uie 

J r sea of Persia 

plesaunt and peasable that great pleasure it was to entered, 
beholde it / 3 then y e son rose and spred abrode his 
8 stremis 4 vpon the see, wherof Huon was so ioyfull / as 
thoughe he had neuer felt payne nor fere. Then a fare 
of before hym 5 he sawe apere a 6 great citye / and in a great dtj comes 

into tight alar off, 

the hauen ther of there were so many shyppes and with a urge 
12 galyes that theyr mastys semyd to be a great 7 forest, ship*, 
wherof Huon had such ioy at his harte that he knelid 
downe lyftynge vp his haadis to 8 the 9 heuen, 10 thank- 
ynge our lorde god that he hadde sauyd hym fro this 
16 perelous Goulfe. This citye was called y* great citye it was the city 
of Thauris in Perse / and 11 lorde therof was a pusaunte Persia, 
admyrall / who had made to be cryed 12 and puplysshed / 
that all maner of marchauntys by londe or by see that the admiral 

J J J of the city 

20 wolde come to his citye shulde haue free goynge and allowed ships of 

all countries to 

free comynge without let or disturbaunce other in the 13 tarry in his port, 
bodyes or goody s, whether they were chrysten men or 
Sarasyns / so that yf they lost the worthe of a peny 

24 they shuld haue agayne .iiiL 14 for it* 4 / and the same 
tyme that Huon came and aryuyd at that porte was the 
daye of theyr free feaste / wherfore there was so 
moche people of dyuers landys that they coude not 

28 well be nomberyd / when Huon was come into the 

porte he caste his ancre nere to 8 the land 18 syde, and Huon casta 
was ryght ioyfull when he saw 18 that he was on 3 the lands/ 
ferme londe. 8 Then he had great desyre to know in 

1 scarce. 2 vppon. 3 and. 4 and spheares. 
6 appear before him after sawe. 6 faire. 
7 Fol. cvii. back, col. 2. 8 vnto. 9 omitted. 
10 and humbly. 11 the. 12 proclaimed. 13 their. 
14 ~ 14 times the value thereof. banke. 
18 himself. 
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Barnard de- 
livered Haon's 
daughter CI a riot 
to the good abbot 
of Cluny, 

and tarried with 
him eight days. 



The faithful 
knight laroente 
the misfortunes 
of hie lord and 
hie lord'e wife. 




what plase he was aryued in. 1 Now 2 leue we 2 spekiwg 
of 8 Huon tyll tyme shall be to retourne therto 8 agayne. 

% Howe syr Barnarde departyd fro the abbey 
of Cluny and went to seke for Huon his 4 
cosyn, whom he founde at the porte of the 
great citye of Thauris. Ca. C.xxiiii. 

e haue hard here before how after the 
takyng of Burdeaux, Barnard, who was 8 
cosyn to 5 Huow, had borne Clariet, 
Huons chylde, in to Burgoyne, and 
delyueryd her to be kepte vriih y* 
good abbot of Cluny. After that Barnarde had taryed 12 
there the space of .viii. dayes he was wery* there, and 
on 7 a daye he sayd to 6 the abbot, 'A, Syr, I wold at 
the takynge of Burdeaux I had bene alayne with my 
cosyn Gerames, for when I remembre my good lord 16 
Huon, my hart fayleth me in suche wyse that it is 
great payne for me to bere the sorowe that I endure / 
and after 8 when I remembre the duches Esclaramondo 
his wyfe, who endurethe suche mesery that it is petye 20 
to thynke therof, dowbeleth, 9 my sorowe. 9 Alas, what 
shall Huon say yf he retourne and fynd his citye 
taken, his men taken and dystroyed / and his wyfe in 
prysone in great 10 myserye and pouertye ; 10 I fere me 11 24 
he shall 12 dye for sorowe. Alas, I se all that I haue 
is loste for the loue of Hu 13 on my lorde / for the whiche 
I care lytel for, yf he be in sauetye alyue, and that he 
may retourne agayne / & I am in great dyspleasure 28 

1 and whether he was arriued at a good Port or no. 
*- 2 now lette vs leaue. 

*— 3 the good duke Huon vntill wee haue occasion to 
returne vnto him. 4 Fol. cviii. col. 1. 



6 vnto. 6 with being. 



vpon. 



8 afterward. 



9- 8 the sorowe and grefe that I haue at my heart. 

10— io pouertie and miserie. 11 that. 12 wyll. 
13 Fol. cviii. col. 2. 
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that we can here no newes of hym neuer 1 syn he He longt to know 
departyd fro Burdeaux / 1 shall neuer rest as longe as I to ° f Hu011 ' N 
lyue tyll 2 I haue founde hym, or harde som sartayne 
4 newes of him ' / 1 cosyn/ quod the abbot / ' yf ye wyll The abbot 

encourages 

enter into this enquest ye shuld do me great pleasure, Barnard to seek 
and for the great desyre that I haue had that ye shuld 
do 8 this vyage, I wyll gyue you a thousande florences 
8 towardes youre Iorneye.' ' Syr/ quod Barnarde, 1 1 
thanke you.' Then the abbot delyueryd hym the 
money, and Barnarde made hym redy to departe the 
nexte daye / and so he dyd, and toke leue of the abbot 
12 and departyd, & rested not tyll 2 he came to Yenys / 
wher as he founde Galeyes redy to go to the holy 
sepulture, wherof he was 4 ioyful ; and so say lyd forth Barnard seu oat 

. no .i ^ _ , , and reaches Jaffa, 

tyll 2 they came to porte Iaflfe, where as he wente a 
16 londe 5 with other pylgremes / and euer as he passyd and travelling 

. / to otn « r porta, 

by the other portis he euer demaundyd for Huon / but makes inquiry or 
he coude neuer fynde any man that coude shewe to 6 
hym any maner of newes of hym. 7 Then he departyd 
20 fro 8 porte IafFe and wente to 6 Ierusalem, where as he At Jerusalem he 

tarries eight days, 

taryed .viii. dayes. Then when he had done his 
pylgrymage he toke forthe his iourney vnto Kayre in and visits Cairo 
BabyJone / and when he came to Gasere, whiche 1,1 ^^k^' 

24 standethe at the enterynge of the desartys,he met with At oaxir he finds 
many merchauntes who were goynge to the fre feast aetungoatfor 
which was holden in the great citye of Thauris. Then Tauri *' 
he thought to demaunde of them whether so moche 

28 people were goyng, and al in one companye / and he 
spake to 0 a marchaunt of Geanes, & demandid of hym 
whether 9 so moche people wente together in one 
companye / for they were to the nombre of .vi. score 

32 marchantis chrysten 10 and hetheiL 11 Then the marchante 
sayde / 'syr, as me thynke by you ye are of the 

1 omitted. 2 vntill. 3 goe. 4 right. 6 shoare. 
• voto. 7 and. 8 the. 9 Fol. cviii. back, col I. 
10 men. 11 hee. 
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A free feast, 
Itnrnarrt learns 
from a Genoese 
merchant, it to 
be given at Tatms 
to all comers by 
land or tea, 
Christian or 
8araeen. 



Barnard is 
induced to set out 
for Taaris. 



For eifrht d.-iva 
Barnnrd makes 
frnitleM search 
for Huon in the 
city of Taaris. 



One day, how- 
ever, a very rich 
ship in the 
harbour attracts 
bis attention. 



countre of Fraunee, I shall shewe you whether we go ; 
syr, within this .viii. dayes the fre feste shalbe at the 
great citye of Thauris, wher as ther shall come a great 
nombre of marchantys as well chrysten 1 as Sarasyns, 4 
as well by londe as by see / & there is no thynge 
in this mortal world but there ye shall fynde it / and 
here of al maner of newes / fro all the partyes of y* 
worlde. Now I haue shewyd you whether we are 8 
goynge, I praye you shewe mo whether ye wolde go 
and whome ye do seke for ? ' 1 Syr/ quod Barnarde, 
' know for trouthe I am of the realme of Frauwce, and 
I do seke for a knyghte who is lorde of Burdeaux, who 2 12 
is callyd Huon, and it is long syn I departyd out of my 
countre, & I coude neuer here any thyng of his lyfe 
nor dethe.' 'Syr/ quod the Genouoys, 'yf euer ye 
shall here of hym / yf ye wyll beleue me ye shall go 16 
with vs in to the realme of Perce to the fre feste at the 
citye of Thaurys.' 1 Syr/ quod Barnarde, ' in a good 
owre I haue met with you / I shall not leue your 
company tyll 3 ye come there, to se yf god wyll send 20 
me so good a 4 fortune to fynde hym that I seke for.' 
Then the marchauntis depart 5 and rode 0 to gether 
tyll 3 they came to 7 the 8 citye of Thauris / and 
when they were logyd / they went a boughte theyr 24 
marchandyse where as they lyste / thus Barnarde was 
viii. dayes in the citye goynge here & there, euer 
enquyrynge newes for that he sought for; and on 9 a 
daye he went downe to the porte to 7 the see syde 28 
where as many shyppes 10 laye at ancre, & 11 as he lokyd 
abought he saw nere to the see-syde a lytell proper 
vessell marueylusly fayre / and the nerer he came 12 the 
fayrer and rycher it semid / for he saw great clerenes 32 
and shynynge within it by reason of the ryche stonys 



1 men. 1 and. 
• all. 
10 and Galleys. 



• vntill. * omitted, 
8 great. 9 ^ 
11 Fol. cvUi. back, col. 2. 



* departed. 



* vnto. 8 great. 9 rppon. 

12 vnto it 
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that were there, 1 wherof he had great marnayle, and 
specially bycause he saw withiu the shyppe but one within it u one 
man clene armyd / he wyste not what to thynke / but whom taiute*, 
4 he thought 2 he was chrystenyd; then he aprochyd 3 knSw^hi^not 
to the shyp and saluted Huon, and sayd / ' syr, god wmeeif] 1011 
gyue you good aduewture, for me thynke ye be a 
chrysten man ' / ' f rend/ quod Huon, « god saue the. 
8 Me thynke by thy speche that thou werte borne in the Huon at on* 
good countre of Fraunce, by reason 2 thou spekest speaker to be a 
frenche, for I haue great ioy when I here that language d°o^ot 
spoken / and frynde I requyre the 4 shew me where he r £? vewb ° 

12 thou wert borne and what thou sekyste foT here?' 
'Syr,' quod Barnarde, 'syn 6 ye wyll knowe of my 
busynes, I shall shew you as he that is ryght sorowefull 
and heuy, and lytell shall ye wyn therby when ye do 

16 know it ; but syn 5 it is your pleasure, I shall shew you 

the trouthe. Syr, I was borne in the good citye of Barnard, at. 
Burdeaux / where as I haue left my howse and reut«t\he qaw ^ 
herytage / to seke for my good lorde, sumtyme lorde of journeying. 

20 the same citye / and he was callyd duke Huorc, who 
went fro Burdeaux to seke for some socours whylles the 
citye was besegyd / & so it is my lord Huon retournyd 
not, nor it can not be knowen where he is becom, and 

24 bycause the citye at his departynge was besegyd by the 
emperour of almayne, and the citye but yll furnysshyd 
with vitayle to mayntayne it longe ; and also it was so He recites the cui 

of Bordeaux. 

sore beten with engyns that y* emperour wan the 
28 citye parforce / & slew all those that my lorde Huon 
had lefte 0 there excepte .iiLc, the whiche were taken 
presoners by the emperoure and led into the citye 
of Magence, with the noble duchesse Esclaramonde, 
32 wyfe to 7 myMorde Huon, and she is kepte in a strayte 
prison, where as she vseth 9 her dayes myserably, wherof 

1 therein. * that. 3 neere. * to. 6 seeing. 
• Fol. cix. col. 1. 7 vnto. 8 good. 
9 spendeth. 
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my harte is in suche sorowe 1 tbat when I remembre 2 it 
my hart fayleth me' 2 / when Huon had well harde 8 
Haon reeognitM Bamarde he knewe hym wel : but he had no powre to 

Barnard, * * 

butaorrow speke any word to 4 hym, his harte was so full of 4 

overwhelms him 

•o that lie cannot sorowe 1 for that his cosyn Barnarde had shewyd hym, 

■peak to him. 

and y e chefe 6 sorowe was for the trowbyl of his wyfe 6 
Esclaramonde, who was in 7 parell of deth. Thus Huon 
was a great space and coude speke no word for sorow, 1 8 
and wyste not what to do. 8 Also he sawe hys cosy [n] 9 
Barnarde, who had taken great payne to serche for 
He weep* aa h« hym / wherby 10 he had suche petye that the terys fell 
iiamard'a faithful fro his eyen. U when Barnarde behelde 11 that the 12 

aervioe* 

knyght gaue hym none answere / & saw vnder the 
ventayle of his helme the terys of water fell downe fro 
his eyen, he was therof so 12 abasshid that he wyst not 
Barnard, stiii what to saye. Then he sayd, ' syr, me thyn[k]e 13 ye ar 16 

failing to reco*- 

nize Huon, ask* a chrysten man / and bycause I se and parseyue in you 
heard newa of hu that ye ar a man that hathe bene in many placys and 
* wi$ cuwtrees, therfore I desyre you to shewe me yf ye harde 

euer any maner of spekinge of my 14 lorde Huon duke of 20 
Burdeaux / whome I haue sought for in many cnntres, 
bothe by londe and by se, & I coud neuer here any 
sartayne tydynges of him, wherof I am ryght sorry / 
for yf I canne here no worde of hym by you I wyll 2 i 
neuer hope more to haue any knowlege of hym / for 15 
I thynke I shulde 16 haue some knowlege by you yf he 
be aliue / for yf I knowe no thynge by you I wyll 
neuer 17 seke hym further / but I wyll go into so?n 18 28 
deserte to 4 some solytary place, and there to do penaunce 
and to praye to 4 god for my good lorde Huon, and to 
pardon me of all my 19 offences / and I requyre you in 

1 and greefe. *-* them, it neere hand slayeth my heart 

3 and vnderstood. 4 vnto. 6 cheefest of his. 
6 the faire Lady. T great 8 and. 9 cosyd in text. 

10 whereof. 11 Baw. 12 dismayed and. 
13 thynde in text. 14 good. 16 omitted. 10 shall. 
17 Fol. cix. col. 2. 18 a. 19 sinnes and. 
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the name of our lorde 1 Iesu chryst 2 shew me what ye end whet ie hi* 
be, and where ye were borne, and fro whence ye come, and when« he 

came to Tauris. 

that hath brought in your shyppe so great rychesse / 
4 for I knowe sartaynly that in all Fraunce can not be He marrei* at the 
founde the value of so great a 3 ryches. Nor the .hip." ° Uon * 
pusaunte Charlemagne coude neuer assemble together 
suche a 8 ryches as ye haue in your shyppe.' when 
8 Huon harde Barnarde, he sayde / 'frend, I haue great 
maruayle of that I here you saye / for in my shyppe I 
know nother golde nor syluer nor none other thynge 
but my body and myne armure.' 1 Syr/ quod Barnarde, 

12 ' beware what ye saye / for y e riches that I see in your 
shyp, yf yo wyll selle it ye maye fylle agayne your 
shyppe with money ; if ye wyll byleue me the treasure 
and ryches that ye haue brought in your shyppe, the 

16 valur therof can not be estemyd' / when Huon harde 
that he had great maruayle, and was ryght ioyful / 
then he lokyd downe into the bo tome of the shyppe Boon had not 
and sawe the ryche stonys there lyynge amonge y e ^tib*^*? 

20 graueli, the whiche he neuer toke hede therof 4 before / hi»sMp C for lnt ° 
for when he dyd caste it in to hys shyp he thought all pTectourftonei? f 
had bene but graueli to balayse his shyp withal that it 
myght sayle the more suerlyer. Then Barnarde sayde, 

24 4 syr, I pray you hyde it not fro me / wher haue ye had Barnard 

anxiously fn- 

this great treasure, and in what countre ? all the stonys quire* the place 
that be there I knowe the vertue of them all / for syn Tbtai^ed!* 7 were 
I came out of my cuntre I was a hole yere with y e 

28 beste lapidary and knower of stones that was in all the 
5 world / and he taught me his scyens ; syr, suerly the 
place wheras ye had them in is of great dygnite.' 
Frend,' quod Huo;i, ' I shall shew you the trouth / 

32 fortune brought mo by the goulfe of Perse, where as I Haon reutee 
sufferyd moche payne & troubyll / but thankyd be wandering*, 
god / I scapyd fro that hard aduenture, the force of the 

1 and sauiour. 2 to. 3 omitted. 4 of. 
6 Fol. cix. bock, col. 1. 
CHARL. ROM. VIII. 0 O 



Digitized by 



450 huon of burdeux. [Ca. cxxiv. 

wynd that cam out of the Goulfe draue my shyppe out 
of the streme / to the lande / and when I sawe I was so 
nere the londe I went out of the ahyp, and toke a 
8copet & ther with 1 dyd cast in of the grauell 2 by the 4 
see syde to balayse ther-with 8 my shyppe / not knowinge 
that any presyous stony s had bene amonge the grauell ; 
and when I thought I had caste in suffycient I enteryd 
agayne into my shyppe, and so say lyd forthe more 8 
suerlyer then I dyd before / there I had these stonys 
that be in this shyp, the whiche ye say be of so great 
Barnard perceives value.' 'Syr/ quod Barnard, 'I pray you wherfore 

in the ibip the 

foot or a great serueth yonder fote of a great fowle or beast that I se 12 

beast, 

and ask* how it hang yonder in your shyp, I can not tel whether it be 
came ere. ^ ^ fowle or of a dragon / for it is a ferfull thynge to 
beholde.' ' Frynde,' quod Huon, ' anone I shall shewe 
you / but fyrste I praye you shewe me what vertue & 1 6 
bounte ar in these stonys the whiche ye haue so moche 
praysyd / and also to shewe me to 4 whome this noble 
And he citye partaynethe ? ' 'Syr/ quod Barnard, 'this citye 

replies to Hnon'i 

questions a« to is callyd Thauris, wherof is lorde a ryche admyrall, who 20 
government of the is lord of all Perce and of Mede, who when he shall 
^eyTarry. 111 be aduerteysyd of your comynge hether, he wyll haue of 
you trybute as he hathe of other marchauntis / and as 
for your stonys, two of them that I se yonder, and yf ye 24 
gyue them for your trybute he shall be well contente / 
and, syr, I shall ayde you in youre mai^chandyse to the 
best of my powre / the admyrall is a noble man in his 
lawe, and of great credence.' Trend,' quod Huon, 28 
' I thanke you for the curtesy that ye shew me / but, 
syr, I praye you shew me the stones that be of 6 moche 
vertue, I wold haue the best layde aparte fro the 
other.' when Barnard harde ho we Huon desyryd hym 32 
Barnard points to shewe the vertue of the stonys / then specyally 

oat to Haon the ... . ,11 • 

precious stones of he snewyd Huon .vi. stonys, and he drewe them out 

1 I. 2 that lay. 8 therwith after shyppe. 
4 vnto. 6 Fol. cix. back, col. 2. 6 so. 
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fro the reste and layd them vpon Huons shy Id, and so great** value in 

* r his ship. 

chase out .xxx. other / and shewyd them all to 1 Huon, 
and sayd, 'syr, these .xxx. stonys that I haue layd on 4 
4 your shyld ar of so great value that there is nother 
kynge nor emperoure that can paye the value of them, 
and specyally of .v. of them.' 8 when Huon harde that 
he was ioyfuL Then he wold no lenger hyde hymselfe After Barnard 

° had sorted the 

8 fro Barnarde, and also hycause of the great hete that he stones, Huon 
was in he dyd 4 of his helme / the whiche he kepte on helmet, 
all that season bycause he wold fyrst know of Barnarde himself, 
some tydyngys or he wold be knowen to 1 hym / for he 
12 knewe 5 Barnard well ynoughe at his fyrste comynge 
to 1 hym. 

% How Huon of Burdeaux and Barnarde his 
cosyne knowlegyd themselues eche to other 
16 & shewyd 6 theyr aduenture. Ca. C.xxv. 

Hen Barnarde sawe Huon do 4 of his Barnard recofr- 

nizet Huon when 

helme he becam as ruddy as a rose, he removes his 

helmet. 

and was so rauysshyd that be wiste 
not what to saye or thynke, and sayde, 
' syr, I can not say trewly what ye 
be / 7 but ye resemble so 8 lyke Huon, whem I seke for 
that I can not tel whether ye be he or not.' c Cosyn,' 
24 quod Huora, ' come hether to 1 me and embrace me, I 
am he whome ye do seke for, / so they embracyd eche 
other in suche wyse that of a longe space they coude 
not speke one to another / at laste Huon sayd, 1 my 
28 ryght dere cosyn, I praye you shewe 1 me all the newes Huon inquire! 

anxiously for 

that ye knowe of Burdeaux syn my departynge.' ' Syr/ news from 
quod Barnard, 1 1 shall shew you that I wolde fayne 
knowe my selfe, but fyrst, syr, I praye you shew 1 me Barnard t»jrs 
32 the aduentures that ye haue had syn my 9 departynge 

1 vnto. 2 vppon. 8 and. 4 put 6 his coozen. 
• the discourse of. 7 Fol. ex. col. 1. 8 much. 
• your, 
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Hoon'iad. fro Burdeaux.' ' Cosyn,' quod Huon, 'yf I wolde 1 

rentores In til* 

East, shewe you all the aduentures and fortunes that I haue 

had syn my departynge fro you, it ahulde 2 be oner 
long to shew 3 it / but breuely I shal declare it 4 / when 4 

rS^tb«m ht * was 111 5 tne 866 ft6 tempest rose vpon vs, the whiche 
enduryd 7 y e space of .x. dayes with out sease 8> / and 
then Huon shewed hym ho we he was in the Goulfe / 
and what perel he was in there, & how he spake withe 8 
Iudas; and howe he aryuyd at the castell of the 
Adamant, and how his company there dyed for 9 
famyne ; and howe he enteryd into the castell and 
slewe the serpen te, and shewyd hym of the beaute and 12 
aduentures that were in the castell / and howe he was 
borne to 10 a rocke by a gryffon / and how he slew the 
.v. yonge gryffons, and after 11 y* great gryffon whose 
fote was in the shyp, the whiche he shewyd to 10 syr 16 
Barnarde, and declaryd 12 of the fountayne and gardayne, 
and tree of youth ; and of the shyppe, the whiche they 
were in / and howe he founde it by the ryuer / and 
how by the voyce of the aungell he enteryd into the 20 
shyppe / and after 11 he shewyd what 6 payn and parell 
he sufferyd in passynge the 18 gulf e of Perse, and how 
he was parforce dreuyn a londe, 14 and there he cast in 
y* stonys, thynkynge it had bene but 15 grauell / and 24 
how he was as then come and aryued at the great citye 
of Tauris in Perce. 

II when Barnarde had well harde 16 Huon, he 

B«mard declare* enbracyd hym and sayd, 1 a ryght 17 vertuous knyght to 28 

his Joy at Huon's . 

•afety after ail whome in prowes and hardynes none can be comparyd / 



hit perils. 



of your comynge I ought to be ioyfull, & 18 thanke 19 god 
of the grace that he hathe sent you ' / ' cosyn, 20 ' quod 

1 should. 8 would. 8 rehearse. 4 vnto you 
6 vppon. • great 7 continued. 8 ceasing. 9 by. 
10 vnto. 11 afterward. 18 discoursyd. 
13 Fol. ex. col. 2. 14 shoare. 16 omitted. 
16 and vnderstood. 17 deare and. 18 I. 19 oure lord. 
20 syr. 
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Huon, 'I ought greatly to thanke our lorde Iesu 
Chryst, in that I se you in 1 helthe; and no we I praye 
you 2 shew me wat hathe fallen in the couutre of 

4 Burdeaux syn I departyd 3 thence.' Then Barnarde, all 
wepynge, shewyd hym euery thyng as it had fallen, and ^JJ^^au o f 
shewed to 4 Huon the maner how y* good citye of Bordeaux. 
Burdeaux was taken, and of the dethe of 5 Gerames 

8 and his company / and of the takynge of the 6 duches 7 
Esclaramond, 8 how the emperour held her in pryson 
in the cytye of Magence in great pouerty and 
mysery; and of his doughter Claryet, how he had 
12 brought her to 4 the abbey of Cluny, and set her in 
kepynge there with the abbot her cosyn. IT when 
Huon 9 vnderstode barnarde, he made great sorowe, 10 & Huon grieves 

' e ' over hit wife's 

sayd, yf god wold ayde 11 hym he wolde cause the disasters. 
16 emperour to dye an yll 12 dethe / 'syr,' quod Barnarde, 
i wyll you apease yourselfe ; yf ye haue trust in our 
lorde god, desyre his 18 ayde and socoure, and let the 
whele of fortune ryn / and yf ye do thus, and take it Bernard consoles 

J ' J J 9 him with smut- 

20 a 14 worth anythynce that is fallen vnto you ye shall that the 

J 6 Lord wlU help 

not fayle, but ye shall com to 4 your desyre, / thus with him. 
such wordys Barnard apaysyd Huon his cosyn / 8 thus 
15 they deuysyd together of dyuers thyngis / 'cosyn/ 
24 quod Huon, * I praye you shew me the vertue of thes 
presyous stonys that ye haue layde aparte 16 '/ 'syr/ 
quod Barnarde, 'the .v. that lyethe 17 by themself Barnard tells of 

^ 9 J J the virtues of the 

hathe great vertu / this stone is of suche 18 vertue that precious stones 

in the host, 

28 he that bereth it vpon hym can not be poysonyd / and how one 

renders its owner 

also it is of suche dygnyte 19 that who so euer do bere inYuinerabie. 
it may go & come thrughe fyre without felyng of any 
hete thoughe he were in a ^brennynge 20 ouen / also yf 

1 good. 2 to. 8 from. 4 vnto. 6 the old. 
fl noble. 7 the fairo. 8 and. 9 had well. 
10 in his heart 11 and helpe. 18 euilL 18 of him. 
l* in. 16 Fol. ex. back, col. 1. 16 aside from the other. 
17 there. 18 great. 19 and woorth. 
hot burning. 
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Thin one Huon 
takes for himself. 



Barnard, telle 
of the virtue of 
another that 
preserve* ita 
owner from all 
discomfort and 
from old age. 

The second atone 
Huon also takes. 



Barnard tells of 
the virtue of a 
third stone, 
possessing other 
marvellous 
powers, 



and of a fourth 
which has, among 
its many virtues, 
that of making 
him who holds It 
Invisible. 



a man fell in 1 the water hauynge this stone abought 
hym 2 caw not synke nor drowne / syr, this is y e vertue 
of this fyrst stone.' Then Huon toke it and kepte it 
for hym selfe. 8 Then Barnard tok9 vp a nother & 4 
sayde / * syr, here is a nother stone of suche vertue / 
that a man berynge it abought hym can haue no 4 
hunger / no 6 thruste / nor cold, nor shal not wax elder 
by semynge nother in body nor vysage / but he shal 8 
euer apere* of the age of .xxx. yerys, nor fastynge 
shall not enpayre hym ' / then Huon toke that stone 
and put it in 1 his bagge, and sayde 7 he wolde kepe y* 7 
stone for hymselfe / 'well/ quod Barnard, 'syr, here 12 
is another of suche bounte and vertue that he that 
bereth it can not be hurto in armys, nor vanquesshyd 
by his enemyes, and yf any of his kyn were blynde 
and touche 8 his eyen with this stone incontynente he 16 
shall se agayne / and yf the stone be shewyd to 9 a 
mans eyen he shall incoutynent be blynd, and yf a 
man be woundyd 10 tourne this stone in the wounde, 
and incontynent he shol be hole ' / when Huon hard 20 
that he was 11 ioyfull, and sayd that he wolde kepe wel 
that stone / * syr/ quod Barnarde, ' here is a nother, the 
whiche hathe so great vertue, that yf a man or woman be 
neuer so syke, shewe them 8 this stone, and inconty^nent 24 
they shall be hole of any maner of maladye / and 
also yf a man were closyd in pryson in chaynes and 
fetters, handys and fete, 10 touch them with this stone 
and the chaynis shal breke / and also yf a 18 man haue 28 
any cause to be pledyd in any court before any luge, 
be his mater ryghtful or wrongfull, he shal wyn his 
cause, whether it be for londis or goodys, and also yf a 
man haue this stone in his hande and close it, he shall 32 
be inuysyble, and may go wher as he lyst, and shal not 

1 to. 8 he. 8 and. 4 neither. 6 omitted. 
• aeeme to be. 7 that 8 but. 9 vnto. 10 doe bnt. 
" right. 



W Fol. ex. back, col 2. w any. 
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be sene. As ye shal se the profe ' / for as he had the To prove it* 

power, Barnard 

stone in his hande he closyd it, and incontynent he renders himself 

invisible to Huon. 

was inuysyble so that Huon coude not se hym, wherof 
4 he was not content, for he feryd lest 1 he had lost his Huon think* he 

has lost Barnard 

cosyn Barnard for euer, and sayd / ' a, good lord, thou for ever, 
hast geuyn me the grace to fynde my cosyn Barnarde / 
who shulde haue kept me company tyll 2 1 had retournyd 
8 into myne owne countre, and no we I se well 1 I haue 
lost hym ' / when Barnarde harde Huon, he laughed, 
and Huon who hard hym / gropyd all abought with 
his armes abrode / tyll 2 at laste he embrasyd hym, and 
12 helde hym fast / and when Barnard felte that he openyd 

his hand, and then Huon sawe hym agayne, wherof he bottoHuon'ejoy, 

i iii <■ i -i . . Barnard becomes 

was 3 loyfull / and blyssyd hym at the vertue of that visible once more, 
stone, and toke it and layd it vp amonge the other in the wonSwu 1- 

16 his bagge, and sayde how he wolde kepe that stone 4 for itone " 
specyallye. 4 Thus Barnarde dyd chose out the stonys 
one fro another / & there were so many good stonys There are so 
that the value of them coud not be estemyd / then he Sonw.'that 

20 tournyd vp the bo torn of the grauell to seke out the n!Tea^mauer k 
best /and 6 there 5 amonge other he dyd chose out a rightly? ih * m 
carbouncle / the whiche cast out suche a lyght as carbnnctetimV * 
thoughe two torches had bene lyght / Barnarde toke JS^f 

24 *it and delyueryd it to 7 Huon, and sayde / 'syr, be 8 SftJJ^ttto 
sure 9 who so euer bere this stone vpon hym / may go Htton * 
dry fotyd vpon the water as sure as thoughe he were in 
a vessell / and also yf a man go in the darke nyght he 

28 shall see as well as thoughe he had the lyght of. vi 
torches / and yf a man be in batayle, haugynge this 
stone on 10 hym, 11 can not be ouer come nor hurte, nor 
his horse, wery nor faynte, noT hurte, nor woundyd, / 

32 when Huon hard that he smylyd, and toke the stone 

> l that. 2 vntill. 3 right 
4-4 especially, because it was of such a woonderfull great 
vertue. 

6 -* omitted. • Fol. cxi. col. 1. * vnto. 8 you. 
• that. 10 about. " he. 
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Saracen msr- 
clianU come to 
them, 
and marvel 
greatly at their 
rich ahlp. 



They ask to he 
allowed to buy 
aome of the 
precious i tones, 

bnt Hnon wlU 
sell none till 
the next day. 



The news of the 
ship's arrival is 
spread through 
the city, 
and the admiral 
comes to 
lit. 



He salutes Huon 
and Barnard, 
and demands the 
customary 
tribute. 



and put it 1 amonge the other. Thus as they were 
deuysynge together there came to 2 them dyuers mar- 
chauntys, Sarasyns, who with great maruayle behelde 
this lytell shyp 3 they sawe it so fayre and rych, and so 4 
wel garnysshed with precyous stonys / that they thought 
al the marchaundyse that was there in the hauen was 
not 4 to the 4 half e 5 valewe* of that they saw there; 
then 7 they aprochyd to 2 the shyp and salutid Huon, and 8 
sayd / ' syrs, is it your pleasure to sell vs any of your 
stonys / we are here dyuers marchauntys that wyl be 
glad to bye of them 8 ' / ' syrs/ quod Huon, c as for me 
as this day I wyll sell none tyll 9 to morowe in the 12 
mornynge, 10 / therwith the marchauntys helde theyr 
peas and spake no more; but there cam so many 
Sarasyns and paynyms to beholde the shyppe, that 
maruayle it was to be hold them ; so that y* newes 16 
therof spred abrode in the citye / & the admyrall was 
aduertysed therof / who incontynente, accompanyed 
with his lordys, came to the porte syde wher as this 
shyppe laye at 4 an 4 ancre. 20 

IT when he 11 was come thether he behelde the 
shyppe, the whiche he thought fayre 12 and ryche ; and 
how that there was neuer kynge nor emperour that euer 
8a we 13 any such, and it shone so clere by reason of the 24 
stonys, that the Admyrall and all such as were with 
hym thought it had bene the sonne shynynge in the 
myddys of the day / then he aprochyd to 2 the shyp 
and founde there Huon and Barnarde : the admyrall 28 
salutyd them, and sayde / c syrs, it aperethe wel 14 ye be 
chrysten men / it is conuenyent,that ye paye me the 
trybute that is coustomyd to be payed in this citye ' / 

1 into his bagge amonge the other. * vnto. 3 and. 
4 — 4 omitted. 6 the. 6 and woorth. 
T then then in text. • if yee please. • vntill. 
10 and then if it plage yee, you shall haue of them. 
u the Admirall. " Fol. cxi. coL 2. " behelde. 
" that. 
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'syr/ quod Huon, 'it is 1 reason and ryght that we 

paye you as we ought to do / syr, here be 5 two stonys Hoon g\rm him 

tirooftha 

the whiche I gyue you, and I desyre you to take them 



4 a 3 worthe ' / the Admyrall toke the stonys and behelde 
them well, and sayd / 1 frynde, nowe ye maye go and 
come into this citye to make your marchaundise at 
your pleasure to your most profyght 4 / for the gyffce 
8 that ye haue geuen me is to me more agreable 5 then yf 
ye had geuen me y e value of .iiii. of the beste cityes of 6 
this countre 9 / ryght ioyf ull was the admyral for he Th« admtnd u 
knewe well the vertue of the stones : one was of suche aThe kn^Tthe 

12 valure 7 that the berer therof coude not be poysonyd SlSSIwhteh wn 
nor no 8 treason coude not be done nor purpensyd, 9 o^rrromnuny 
comynge in the presence of hym that berethe this stone heg^U th« 
but incontynente the doer shuld fall 10 dede / and the ^^"^ 

16 second 11 stone had that vertue and dygnyte that the th « cit y- 
berer therof coud neuer be perysshid by fyre nor 
water / nor dystroyed by Iron, for thoughe he were all a 
daye 12 in a brynnynge 12 furnays he shuld not lese one 

20 here of his hede / nor perysshe in the see. * frende/ 
quod the admyrall, ' the courtesye that ye haue done to 13 
me 14 shall be 15 rewardyd, I wyll 16 that throughe out Hepromi*a»to 
my realme, as well of Perse as of Mede, 17 ye shall 18 go 5a^n\«ahn n 

24 at your pleasure to sell your marchawdyse ; and no man " pe«uJnd ** 
shall lette nor trouble you / but one thynge I wolde Medi * , 
desyre of you to shewe me what aduenture hathe and a.i» what 
brought you hetber / and of whens ye be, and of what brought tim*"" 

28 countre / and in what place ye haue found thes stones 

wherof ya haue so great plente / howe be it I vnder- Th« admiral 

, , , , ^ , , » knowa their 

stonde your language, wherby I knowe 17 ye be frenche- language, 
men / longe agone I was in fraunce, and dwelte there, 

* good. 1 is. 3 in. 4 and gaine. 5 acceptable. 
6 in all. 7 bountie and dignitie. 8 no no in teat. 
9 purposed. 10 downe. 11 other, 
lt-is burning in a hot ouen or. 13 vnto. 14 this day. 
15 well. 18 and commaund. 17 that 
18 Fol. cxi. back, col. 1. 
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for he h« served and seruyd in the courte of kynge Charlemayne / & 

in Charlemagne's 

court, was neuer knowen / I 1 haue 2 maruayle where ye haue 

founde so many goodly stones / it is nere 3 a .C. yerys 
syn I was gyrte with a sworde ; but I neuer saw so 4 
ryche stones here before. 



As the admiral 
seemed to be a 
man of nobleness, 
truth, and 
freedom, Huon 
tells him at 
length all his 
adventures. 

He tells him his 

name and the" 
place of his 
birth, 

how he departed 
thence two years • 
back, and how 
since that time 
he has suffered 
much pain and 
poverty, 
and how he set 
out witli seven 
knights, his 
chaplain, and a 
clerk. 

Contrary winds 
came upon them 
in their journey- 
ing on the high 




% How the admerall of Perce dyd great 
honoure to 4 Huon of Burdeaux, and led 
hym into his palays, where as he was 8 
receyuyd withe great ioye and rayrth. 6 

Ca. Cxxvi. 

Hen Huon of Burdeaux 7 vnderstode 
the Admerall, he regardyd hym moch / 12 
by cause he was a fay re old man, and 
seniyd to be a noble man, x said, c syr, 
bycause I knowe and se aparaunte in 
you great noblenes, trouthe, and fredome, I shall shewe 1 6 
you at lengthe all myne aduentures without hydynge of 
ony thynge fro you. Syr, know for trouthe my name is 
Huon, and I am 8 borne of 9 the countre of Fraunce in a 
city namyd Burdeaux ; and I departed 10 thence abought 20 
two yerys past, synne the whiche tyme I haue sufferyd 
moche payne and pouerte. 1F when I departyd 10 thens, 
I hadde with me .vii. knyghtys and my chapelayne and 
a clarke to serue hym, and we toke our shyppe at 21 
Burdeaux, and we say lyd downe the ryuer tyll 11 we 
come in the mayne see / then the wynde rose 15 con- 
trarye to 12 vs, and so contynuyd a longe space, so that 
our patron knew not where he was / l so at the last we 28 
came to a porte, where 13 we founde many ahyppes of 
stran[ge] countres / and there we gote vs a newe 
patron \ and as shortely as we myghte, we wente forthe 



3 band. 4 vnto. 6 triumph. 



1 and. 8 great 
6 Fol. cxi. back, col. 2. 7 had well heard and. 
» in. 10 from. 11 vntill. u ~ 12 against 
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on our Iourney. But when we were comyn agayne 
into the hye see, a 1 tempest arose so great 2 that we 8 and * ttorm arose 
nere hand all perysshyd / this tempeste enduryd .x. day!"* f ° r *"* 
4 dayes, so that we were fayne to abandone oure shyppe 
to the wynde. And on 4 the .xi. daye; we aryuyd on 6 on the eleventh 

A , , _ day they arrived 

the perelous Gulfe, wher as we founde ludas, who in the penioue 

- . , i • . i Gulf, where they 

betrayed our lorde 0 Iesu christ : we were then in suche saw judai, 
8 fere that we lokid for nothynge but when we shulde toend'their* 
perysshe and end our lyfe. But god alwayes his hrM> 
seruauntis and suche at 7 byleuethe in [h]is 8 holy lawe 9 
wyll euer kepe and preserue them / he sent vs a wynde y* then God in his 

goodness sent a 

12 which 10 draue vs fro that perelous Goulfe, and brought iwr wind, which 
vs to 11 the castell of the Adamant 1 / and there he shewyd thence to the 
the admyrall at lenthe the beautye of that castell, and Adamant, 
ho we there aryuyd a shyppe with Sarasyns, who were S^e^draJraT 

16 robbers 12 of the see, and ho we they fought together, and of the 

also he shew[ed] hym all y 6 aduentures of the castell ^JJSSJjJ, 
that he had there, as well of his men that dyed for 13 ttatheandhis 

* men met there. 

famyn as of them that be lefte there, & also he shewyd 14 
20 how he came by vetayles. And also he shewed howe Then he teiu how 

he departed, and 

he departyd 16 thence, and was borne awaye by the was borne away 

by the grtffln 

Gryffon, and howe he strake of one of his 16 legges when to a rock, 

he fought with hym, 16 after the gryffon had set hym fighting with the 

24 on 4 the rocke, the whiche legge he shewyd to 11 the 52^" luiegs, 
admyradpl] wherof he had 17 great maruayle. 18 Then 
also he shewyd hym howe he fought with the .v. yong He"tlwn"uua how 
Gryffo/is, and slewe them / and also of the olde ^/^yJng 

28 Gryffon / and also of the fountayne wherin he baynyd gU l,and-tow 
himselfe, and of the fayre gardayn, and of the tree of J^ n ^ h ^ d th 
youth that stode by the fountayne : and of the vertu of wr garden. 

J and of the tree 

the frute therof / and howe he dyd gather therof , 19 and or youth by the 

' fountain. 

He, knowing its 

1 great 2 omitted. 8 were. 4 vppon. 4 at. virtue, gathered 
• and sauiour. 7 as. 8 gis in text. some of the fruit, 

9 and keepe his commaundements. 10 Fol. cxii. col. 1. 
11 vnto. u Pirats. 13 by. 14 discoursed. 
16 from. 16 her. 17 wonderful!. M and. 
w of the same. 
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bat wu forbidden 
to take more by 
an angel eent 
from God. 



However, what 
he had already 
eaten and drunk, 
healed the 
wounds given 
him by the 
griffin. 

The angel com- 
manded him to 
gather three of 
the applet, 
and ehowed him 
the way from the 
rock. 

In a fair river 
under the tide of 
the rock, he 
found the ship 
they were now in, 
and a wind drove 
hit ship (aster 
than a bird. 

He paased by the 
Persian Gulf, 
and suffered 
torments there 
for ten days, 
and was thence 
driven to the 
land where he 
found the 
precious stones. 
He did not then 
know their value, 
but took them 
to balance his 
•hip. 

The admiral 
marvels greatly 
at Huon's 
adventures ; 
he has never 
heard the like 
before. 



more wolde haue done but that he was defendyd 1 so 
to do by an aungell sent fro god / but before I was 
conimaundyd 2 the contrary, I dyd ete 8 both of the 
frute and dranke of ye water of the fountayne, wherby 4 
I was 4 incontynente 5 all 6 hole of 6 the great woundes 
that the Gryffon had geuen me. 7 And, syr,' quod 
Huon, ' knowe for trouthe that of this tree I gatheryd 
.iii. apples, by the commaundemente of the aungeU, and 8 
haue kept them suerly / then the aungell shewyd me 
the waye howe I shulde go fro that rocke, and vnder 
y e rocke syde I founde a 8 fayre ryuer, and there I 
founde this shyppe that we be nowe in, and entery d 1 2 
into it. Then there 9 came a wynde 10 and draue my 
shyppe so faste that a byrde coude not ouertake 11 it* 
Then he shewyd 13 vnto the Admyrall how he passyd 
by the goulfe of Perse, & what tourmentis he sufferyd 16 
there, and howe he was there .x. dayes, and how he was 
dreuen to the londe, 18 wher as he founde tnose precyous 
stones, 14 wenynge to hym it were 14 nothyng but grauell, 
and 16 he purposyd nothyng elles but to balays 18 therwith 20 
his shyppe, that y* shyp myyht sayle the more suerlyer / 
and he sayd, ' syr, god, on 17 horn I 18 byleue, so ay dyd 19 
me that I am scaped 20 thence in sauegarde.' 

1T when the admerall 21 vnderstode Huon / he 24 
^maruaylyd greatly, 22 for he neuer hard before of so 
great ^maruayles, 23 and was sore 24 abasshyd, and sayd, 
1 Frynde, I haue great maruayle of that I haue harde you 
say, for it is nere hand .vi. score yere syn I came fyrat 28 
in to this worlde / and I neuer harde that euer any man 



1 forbidden. 2 to. 8 ete after both. 4 whole. 
6 of. 6 omitted. 7 when I slewe them. 8 great. 

9 Fol. cxii. col. 2. 10 [quoth he]. 11 haue ouertaken. 
12 discoursed. u shoare. 
m-m and he thought it had bene, w that 
16 ther therwith in text. 17 vppon. 18 stedfastly. 
19 and socoured. 90 from. 91 had well heard and. 
2 *- a had great maruaile. 93-93 and wonderfull aduentures. 
24 dismayed and. 



Digitized by 



Ca. cxxvi.] op the admiral's conversion. 461 
scaped alyue out of the Goulfe of Perse / theribre ye Hnonu eec*pe 

proves his trust 

maye well saye that the god on 1 whowie ye do 2 byleue in God, and ood't 
hathe shewyd that he Iouis you well, when he hathe f ° r Wm " 
4 sauyd you out of that perelous Goulfe, your god is 
pusaunt, and louethe 8 moche them that byleuethe 
on hym, 8 he is false 4 that byleueth not on 5 his law / 6 
when he hath sauyd 7 you out of .ii. suche Gulfes, and 
8 also fro the castell of the Adamant, fro whense none 
can departe, nor neuer dyd, nor I thynke neuer shall : 
and aldo hathe sufferyd you to slee the Gryfifons / 
suerly ye ought to loue hym that hath geuen you that 

12 grace / & fro 8 the great maruayles that he hathe done inaweofthis 
to 9 you, I wyll be chrystenyd & receyuo your la we / aS'TteTewd 
but I fere me yf my lordis and men knewe therof they Emind^rfshee to 
wold sle me shortelye, for agay nste them all / 10 1 can not SI^m? ' 

lGresyste' / <syr,' quod Huon, 'to the entent that ye ^ d ^ y m h T m 
shuld haue the fermer byleue in our lorde "god 11 Iesu Huon^wT^^ 
chryste, I haue .iii. apples, the whiche hathe such htaoneondV* 
vertue in them that yf ye wyl byleue in our lorde tbl ?* *pp ,m » 

J J J J and if he eat* It 

20 11 god 11 Iesu chryste, I shall gyue you one of them, the J^J^^f 1 ^ 
whiche ye shall ete, and incontynent after ye haue J^'^*^* 11 
eten it, ye shal become yonge agayne of the age of .xxx. become youn* 
yerys, and ye shall be as f ayre & as lusty as ye were of thirty yea^T 

24 when ye were of that age / there is not so olde a man 
nor so crokyd, yf he ete of this frute 12 and byleue 
farmely 18 in our lorde Iesu chryst / but he shall 
become 14 as lusty as he was of .xxx. yens/ 15 1 Frewd/ 

28 quod the admyrall, * yf it be so that by the 12 etynge of 
this apple, I shal becom 16 yong agayne 16 as I was 
17 of y e age of 17 .xxx. yerys, 15 what so euer come of me 
1 vppon. 2 stedfastly. 

s - 3 all men that stedfastly and vnfainedly beleeue in his 
holy lawes, and keepe his commaundements and. 

4 and vntrue. 6 in. 0 but hee loueth you well. 

7 deliuered. 8 for. 9 vnto. 

10 Fol. cxii. back, col. 1. 11-11 and sauiour. 

12 omitted. 13 and vnfainedly. 14 yong and a». 

16 of age. le ~ 16 as yong and as lusty. 17-17 at. 
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HUON OP BDRDBUX. [Ca. CXXvi. 



The admiral 
consents, 
and hopes to 
persuade all his 
realm to believe 



To this end Huon 
bids him eat 
the apple in the 
presence of his 
lords and men. 



The admiral takes 
Hnon's advice, 
snd hand in hand 
they go oat of the 
ship. 



Barnard was left 
to keep the ship, 
which was visited 
by many people. 



The admiral led 
Huon to his 
palace. 
In their walk 
through the city 
they were 
regarded with 
great Interest by 
men of all 
nations. 
The admiral 
made a great 
feast in Huon's 
honour. 



I wyll be chrystenyd and byleue in y* law of Iesu 
chryst, the fere of dethe shall not let me to do it, for to 
longe I haue byleuyd in this false la we 1 and detestable 
of Macomet / for yf I had 2 sene nor harde no more 4 
then ye haue shewyd, 3 I ought yet 4 to byleue in your 
lawe / and I shall do so moche that I truste I shall 
cause all my realms to byleue in the same' / 'syr,' 
quod Huon, 1 and ye do as ye saye, ye shall be sauyd, 8 
and I shall geue you the apple / the whiche ye shal ete 
in the presence of al your lordis & men. And when 
they shall se you wax agayne yonge, 5 knowe for trouthe 
y e maruayle therof shall cause them to byleue of 6 Iesu 12 
chryst, and to renounce theyr false 7 macomettis 7 
lawe' 8 / 'frend/ quod the admyrall, 'I byleue well 
as 9 ye saye / and I shall vse my selfe after your 
aduyse' / then the admyrall toke Huon by the hande 16 
& wente together out of the shyp; and Huon lefte 
Barnard there to kepe it / moch 10 people was come 
thether to se the shyp, and 11 also for the great maruayles 
that they had harde fallen to 12 Huon; 18 they behelde 20 
Huon and had great maruayle of y e honour that y* 
admyrall made to 12 hym / for he led hym styll by 
the hand tyll 14 he came to his palays ; as they passed 
thrugh the citye they were greatly regarded of men of 24 
sondry nasyows / for Huon was so fayre 15 a knyght 16 
that none coude be founde as then that myght 17 com- 
pare with hym in beaute 17 ; when Huon was come to 
the palays 18 the admyrall made huon 19 great fest and 28 
chere, and the tables were set vp, & they sate downe to 

1 lawe after detestable. 2 neither. 8 vnto me. 
4 yet after byleue. 6 yonge before againe. 

8 in our Lord. 7 ~ 7 and detestable. 8 of Mahomet. 

9 that which. 10 many. 11 Fol. cxii. back, col. 2. 

u vnto. 13 and. 14 vntill. 
16 in his visage, and so valiaunt. 10 in stature. 
17—17 Dee compared vnto him. 
19 whereas hee was honourably receiued with great ioy. 
iy him. 
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diner; of theyr seruyse and metis I wyll make no 
longe rehersayle. 1 when diner was done, the admyrall 
coramauwdyd carpenters to make a great scaffold of carpenter* were 

commanded to 

4 tymber before y e palays / y e which was coueryd with make a acaffoid 
ryche clothes of gold and sylke, & thether was brought of the palace, 
a rych standarde of golde with other thyngys ; 2 then he "with doth*of 
commaundid throughout the citye that all hys 3 barons Sy a>mmand, 
8 of his realme that were come thether to 4 his f re feste, ^nte^iiuhe 
that they shulde all come to 4 hym at an owre apoitttyd, ^t^iJ^td 
the which they dyd; there cam so many straungers ^"othenT 8 *™ 
and other that there were mo assembelyd together then ba • id6 •• 
12 a .C. & .l.M. men. when they were all there together, 

thew y e admyrall, holdyng Huon by the ha?id, mounted Theadm^rai, 
vpon y e rych stage, & dyuers other great lordis witn by the hand, 

mounted upon 

hym; 2 when they were there the admyrall stode vp the stage, 

and tells the lords 

16 and sayde with a hye voyce to 4 the lordys and to and people in a 
the people / 'syrs, ye that be com hether by my l^ing^'stow** 
commaundement, know for trouth / the great loue that m^y conle to* y 
I haue had to 4 you and haue / moueth me to saye and ,t * rnal ,alVtttion » 

20 to shew you the waye how that I and all you may 
come to eternal saluacyon, for yf we dye in this case 
that we be in, we shall all 5 be dampnyd and loste by 
the false and detestable 6 way that you and I do hold / 

24 therfore I counsayle and praye you for the loue that ye by leaving the 

y r " " law of Mahomet 

haue longe borne vnto me, that ye wyl leue 7 the la we »nd believing in 

° Jesus Christ, 

of Macomyte and by leue in 8 our sauyour and redemer, whose worthiness 
Iesu chryst, who is worthy and holly, as ye maye se by proved by the 
28 the euydente myracles that he hathe shewyd for his worked for Huon. 
pouer knyght that ye se here by me.' then the admyral 
shewyd to 4 the people all the maruaylous aduentures The admiral 

J r r J then shows the 

that had fallen to 4 Huon / that is to saye, how he had p*opi« ail the 

' marvellous ad- 

32 bene at the castel of the Adamante, and how the ventures of Huon, 
Gryffon bare 9 hym 10 thence, whome he slewe, and 

1 but. 2 and. 3 Lordes and. 4 vnto. 
6 all after be. 6 Fol. cxiii. col. 1. 7 with me. 
8 the Law of. 9 did beare. 10 from. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. [Ca, CXXVU. 



and how 

such thing* could 
not hare been 
without the aid 
of Jesus Christ. 



He then telle how 
if he firmly 
believe in Christ, 
the apple of 
Huon'e gift will 
make him young 
again. 



The people 
aniiwer that if 
tliey see proof of 
this, they also 
will be christened, 



but that of such a 
miracle they had 
never heard. 



.v. of y* yonge Gryffons ; and also of the fountayne 
and gardayne, and of the freute of the tree of youthe, 
and ho we he had passyd the two Gulfes where as he 
had takon y e ryche stonys that he had broufgjht 1 4 
thether / the whiche thyngis coude not haue bene 
without the ayde 2 of our lorde 3 lesu chryste, and also 
he shall shewe before you euydente myracles that lesu 
chryst shall do for me yf I wyli take his la we / for he 8 
seyth to 4 me that if I wyll byleue on 5 his god, he wyll 
make me to ete of such a holy frute, by the which I 
shall become agayne but of the age of .xxx. yerys, and 
as lusty as I was then 6 / & therfore, syrs, yf lesu 12 
chryst wyll do this for me I wyll be ehrystenyd' / 
then all the people answeryd and sayd / ' syr, yf tbis 
that ye haue sayd come to profe, we 7 al be 8 content to 
be ehrystenyd, and to byleue on 9 y e la we of lesu 16 
chryst, and to leue the law that we haue long kept / 
but we ar hard of byleue that this shall be / for 
yf it be so, there was neuer harde of suche a 10 myracle.' 



Huon, right 
toyful to learn 
that all the lords 
and people were 
willing to believe 
in Jesus Christ, 



% How the emperour, by reason of the apple 20 
that Huon gaue hym 11 to eete, he became 
of the age of .xxx. yeris / wherby he and 
all the people of perce and Mede were 
ehrystenyd, and of the great honoure that 24 
the admyrall made to 4 Huon. Ca. C.xxvii. 

f Hen Huon u vnderstode y e lordis & 1S 
people how they were al 14 content to 
leue theyr law and to byleue of 9 lesu 28 
chryst, he was ryght ioyfull, & thankyd 
god with all his harte / then Huon 
1 brouhht in text. 2 and helpe. 3 and Sauiour. 




* vnto. 6 in 
8 all after be. 
** Fol. cxiii, col. 2. 



6 at that time. 



7 shall. 



vppon. 



10 wonderfull. 



12 hadde well heard and. 
14 omitted. 
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sayde to 1 the admyrall / 'syr, ete of the appyll that I teiis the admiral 
haue geuyn 1 you / and then y* people that be here toeat eapple * 
assenibelyd shall see what grace- our lord god shall 
4 send you.' The admyrall toke the apple and began to 
ete therof / and as he dyd ete he began to chaung a* he ate, Us 

white hair and 

coloure / his here and his berde, y* which were whyght, beard waxed 
began to chaunge and waxed yelowe / or 2 the apple was ^had'flnfshed! 11 
8 clene eten, he was clene chaungyd, & his beautye and and^ren^aa a 
strenthe as he was whew he was but of .xxx. yerys of ^J^ f tMrtJ 
age. Then generally all the oeople that were there Then au the 

people cried out 

with one voyce cryed & requyryd to be chrystenyd, that they wished 

, .... to be christened, 

12 wherof the admyrall and Huon were ryght loyfull, whereof the 
bycause they saw the good wyll of the people was to were right joyful, 
receyue chrystendome / when the admyrall felte hym- 
selfe agayne yonge 3 the ioye that he had at his harte 

16 can 4 not be declaryd, the people also were ryghte 
ioyfull / the admyrall, who was a goodly prynce, toke 
Huon by the hande and sayde / ' my ryght dere freynde, 
blyssyd be the owre that ye came hether for me and 

20 my people, ye haue brought vs into the way of 

saluasyon and delyueryd vs out of darkenes, therfore I The admiral 
wyl fro hensforth that in all my realme ye shall haue share of his 
your parte as wel as 6 my selfe, and I wyll 6 ye be so 

24 obeyed ' / then he enbracyd and kyssed Huon mo then and embraces him 

ten times. 

.x. tyrays, seyenge / * frynde, blessyd be the our that 
euer ye were borne, ^nd happy was that woman that 
bare you in her body 9 / the paynyms and Sarasyns that 
28 were there, seynge the great beaute that the admyrall 

was of / and also the 7 great myracle that they had Having seen the 

miracle, 

sene, sayde one to another, how they neuer had hard of 

suche a myracle, and how that fro thenceforth they the people declare 

J J that all who 

32 that wold byleue on 8 mahouml were acursyd & believe in 

Mahomet are 

vnhappy / for they sayde 9 his byleue / his lawe / l0 his accursed and 

1 vnto. * before. 3 and lusty. 4 could. 

6 Fol. cxiii. back, col. 1. 6 and comnmuud that. 

7 woonderfull. 8 vppon. 9 that. 10 and. 
CHARL. ROM. VIII. H II 
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unhappy, doctryno / was of no valour / then they cryed with a 

to embrace the hye voyce, ' O ryght noble and pusant admyrall / 

cuSundotn. desyre that noble man that is there with you, that he 

wyll cause vs to haue 1 chrystendome.' And as then in 4 

a bishop of the citye there was a bysshop of Grece who was come 

in the dty m thether in bassade 2 to the admyrall fro the emperour of 

constantine the 8 constantyne the noble, 8 who, herynge the wyll 4 of the 

SlJiten 3 u , i7 d 10 people, was ryght ioyfull / and he cam to 8 the admyrall 8 
admiral and his ^ jj uon ^ an( j j < g y r> ft 8 h a i \^ n0 Jaunger for 

you to be chrystenyd / for, syr, I am here redy to do 
Forty great it' Then incontynent there was brought forthe .xl 

vessels of clear - A 

water were great vessclles full of clere water / the bysshop dyd 1 2 

the buhop hai- halow them, and crystenyd the admyrall and gaue 6 

and^ptiiei the hy m Tfco name 7 Huon, bycause Huon was his godfather. 

J!a^e™h?m d Huon. Then after 8 all the lordis & people were chrystenyd and 

tSSZdiS^T receyuyd the law of our Horde 9 Iesu Chryste. when 16 

^th^tf^ ihe y were cnr y sten y J » tno admyrall with great 

HuOT^^edto tr y nuw 'P nel ° retournyd to 6 his palays ledyng Huon by 

his palace. the hande. 11 great ioye and feast 12 was made that day 

There was great J 

i^th dt^af * n ^ e C ^ e I an( * 8 P es 3 ra ^^y °^ ^ ne cnr y s ^e n marchauntis 20 
day. that were there, amonge the which there 18 was a 18 .xv. 

especially among 

the christian prestes, and they all aydy d the bys H snop to chrysten 

and fifteen priests the people / the nombre can 15 not be declaryd of the 

hadVe^tTie° uien, women and, chyldren that reseyuyd that daye 24 

the h p^>pie? hrUt€n chrystendome / the admyrall beynge in his palays 
makynge great ioy and fest 12 to 16 y e noble duke Huon 

The admiral wis of burdeaux, sayd to 5 hym / 1 frynde, well ye ought to 

Huon he ought to 

render t»»ank» to render thaukynges to our lorde Iesu chryste, syn 17 by 28 

chrut^th^ 9 ^ you these two realmes, that is to saye, Perce and Mede, 

Persh? and Media are reducyd and brought to 5 the chrysten fay the and 

broug^Tto the law, and I wyll 18 ye knowe that ye raaye well saye that 

Christian faith, 

1 receiue. 2 ambassage. s ~ s Constantinople. 

4 and desire. 6 vnto. 6 named. 7-7 omitted. 

8 afterward. Sauiour and Redeemer. 10 and ioy. 

11 and. 12 feasting. 1S — 13 were about 

14 Fol. cxiii. back, col. 2. 16 could. 16 with. 

17 seeing. 18 that. 
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in these two realmes ye maye comruaimdc 1 at your and that he may 

" demand aught 

pleasure without fyndynge any parsone to do or say to that he pleases ; 
y 6 contrary of your wyl and pleasure / and to the 
4 entent that ye shall suerly byleue what great loue 2 I to prove the 

•w iiiii great love he 

. bere vnto you, I wyl that myne all only doughter bears him, the 

ye shall haue to your wyfe, so that ye be not bound to 8 Hnon his 

none other; syr, know for trouthe the great desyre malSage?pro- 

8 that I haue to haue you tary styll here with me I^^Vwtfe. 01 

mouethe me thus to do / I haue none other eyre but The lady is the 

admiral's only 

my doughter / wherby after my deth ye shal be lord child, and on his 

death the mar- 

and hey re of the realmes 4 that I holde / and in the riage would make 

_ A _ - t #,i i. Huon lord of the 

12 meane season I wyll that the moyte of the reuenewe of realms; 
thes realmes 4 shall be yours, for your company pleaseth admiral offers' 
me so well 8 that I wolde neuer haue you to departe 6 «™ nues of ^ia 
hens/ klngdom - 

16 % Of the complayntis that Huon made to 8 
the adinerall of Perse on 7 the emperour of 
almayne / and of the socours that the 
admyrall promysyd to 3 Huon. Ca. Cxxviii. 

Hen Huon 8 vnderstode y 6 admyral, he Huon replies, that 

four years past 

sayd, ' syr. knowe for trouthe that it he was married 

J / J ' to a noble lady 

is .iiii. yerys past syn I was maryed of surpassing 

beauty, 

to 8 a noble lady who passeth in beaute that when he 

al other that be alyue in thes dayes, it is with great 

& when 9 1 remember her all my body and harte n^in^roubie *' 

trymbelethe for sorowe / when I thynke of the trowble / md P° vert y» 
dyspleasure / and pouerte that she is in / & therfore, 

28 syr, I thanke vou of the great honoure and curtesye and thanks the 

" admiral for the 

that of youre bountye ye do 10 offer me.' *I praye to 3 great honour ha 

offers him. 

god that he may rewarde you, Huon,' quod the 
admyrall; 'syn 11 it is so that ye haue a wyfe, I hold 

1 anything. 2 and affection. 3 vnto. 
4 and Dominions. 6 entirely. 6 from. 7 vppon. 
8 had well. 9 Fol. cxiiii. col. 1. 10 omitted. 
11 seeing. 

H H 2 
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HUON OP SUBDEUZ. [Ca, CZXYUL 



The admiral 
demands of Hnon 
why his wife is in 
purh dictreos, 
and what 
Christian prince 
is so bold as to 
trouble him. 
Huon tells how 
he lea his city of 
Bordeaux be- 
sieged by the 
Emperor of 
Germany, 
who had taken 
the city, 

and cast his wife 
Into prison. 



The admiral bids 
Hnon take 
comfort; 

he will come to 
his aid, and make 
war on the 
Emperor with all 
bis forces, 



and oblige him 
to make full 
restitution. 



But Hnon desires 
not to sited 
Christian blood, 



but to visit the 
holy sepulchre, 
and then, on 
returning to his 
own country, to 
rescue his wife 
from danger. 

His wife was the 
daughter of 
Gaudy*, the 
admiral of 
Babylon and 
Egypt. 



you well excusycL But I praye you shew 1 me for what 
cause youre wyfe is in suche case / or what chrysten 
prynce is so hardy 2 to troubyll you or 8 do you any 
dyspleasure 1 ' 4 Syr/ quod Huon, * when I came out of 4 
my countree I lefte my citye of Burdeaux besegyd by 
the emperour of Almayne / who hath taken my citye 
and slayne my men, and some 4 kepethe in saruage, and 
my wyfe set 5 in pryson, and there kept in great 8 
pouertye and mysery / the whiche when I remembre, 
sorowe 6 so 7 grypethe my harte, that all my membres 8 
trymbelythe for 9 dyspleasure' / 'Huon/ quod the 
admyral, 4 1 praye you* leue your sorowe and dys- 12 
pleasure and cast it fro you, and take Ioye and comforte / 
for by the holy lawe that I haue reseyuyd, I shall so 
ayde and socoure you, that the emperoure who hath 
done 1 you so many dyspleasures, I shall make hyru 16 
suche warre, that whether he wyl or not, 10 the damage 
and losse that ye haue had, 11 1 shall constrayne hym to 
make full restytucyon / for I shal lede with me in your 
company such nombre of people, that all the valeys and 20 
mountaynes shall be coueryd withe people.' 12 * Syr/ 
quod Huon, 4 of the curtesye & socours that ye offer me 
I humblye thanke you / but yf it please our lorde 13 
lesu Chryste, who hathe aydyd me out of many 24 
parelles / I hope he wyll so ayde me that I shall not 
nede to make 14 warre and 15 to dystroye 16 the chrysten 
blode / but, syr, fyrste I wyll 17 go to the holy sepulture/ 
& then I wyll retourne into my countre / and do what 28 
I can to get my wyfe out of dauwger and of 15 the 
payne that she is in / syr, the wyfe that I haue 
weddyd was doughter to the admyrall Gaudys who 
helde as the?* Babylon and all the realme of Egypte.' 32 
Then Huon shewyd hym all the mater howe he came 



1 vnto. 2 as. 3 to. 
fl and greefe. 7 sore. 
10 for. 11 and receiued. 



any. 



15 omitted. 16 Fol. cxiiii. col. 2. 



♦ hee. 6 put. 
8 and ioynts. 9 with. 
12 tbem. 18 and Sauiour. 

w shall. 
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by the fay re Esclaramonde / wherof the ad my rail was Huon relate* bow 
sore abasshydde for the great maruaylles that he 1 hard thY?™ 1 * 
Huon declare, and so were al other that harde it, fnd^wholtwmi 
4 and sayde one to another, that without that 2 Huon j^*™ 11 * 1 
had bene welbelouyd with 3 our lord Iesu chryst, he 
coud neuer haue scapyd the deth with one of the lefte ^ i 
aduentures that he had shewyd vnto the admerall. 
8 ' Syr/ quod Huon, ' the Emperoure of almayne hath 
taken my eitye and my wyfe, and destroied my men / 
and hathe taken in to his handys all my lordys and 
sygnoryes / but by the grace of god I shall do so 

12 moche to get them agayne / and yf I can not attayne ir Huon cannot 
therto, then I shall retourne agayne to 4 you to haue w^"ord»tnd 
your socoure and ayde.' 'Huon/ quod the admerall, b^theEn^^ro" 
4 put all melancoly fro you / for yf ye gyue me know- JJUJS Vi^r 

16 lege that ye canne not haue your wyl of thia Emperour / of admlral - 
I shall brynge you people innumerable / that all Then win the 

. , T « »dmiral make all 

chry8tendome shal trymble for fere of you / and I 2 Christendom 
shall render to 4 you your wyfe and all your londis, 5 0 f Huon ; he win 

20 and your men that be in pryson or in saruage, & biTiifl^nd 11 
I shall put the Emperour into your handis to do with JSft^SJ 
hym youre pleasure, elles I shall not leue in all his JS^^JJ? 
lande neyther citye nor towne standynge vpon the J^to^aund- 7 

24erthe.' 'Syr/ quod Huon, 'of this I thanke you jgiiiSrttand. 
hartely / but, syr, I muste worke another waye fyrste / 
for 6 when I scapyd fro the goulfe of Perce I promysyd Huon has 

i_ . r _ promised Qod 

to 4 god, that or 7 I went into m[y]ne 8 owne countre to before returning 
28 go and vyset the holy sepulture in Ierusalem, and to holy wpukh^ 

, 7 t j and to make war 

make warre vpon the sarasyns, or 7 I made any wane upon the 

vpon any chrysten men / but, syr, yf I may get of the Sarac6 ~- 

emperour by fayre speche my londe and my wyfe, He hopes to 

32 I shall serue hym with good 9 harte ; for as long as I and wife from the 

leue, I shall make no war against any chrysten man yf speech, 

i hadde. 8 omitted. 8 of. 4 vnto. 
6 and Signiories. 6 Fol. cxiiii. back, col 1. 7 before. 
8 mone in text. 9 all my. 
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for if right can be 
shown him he 
desires to make 
no wnr against 
Christian man. 
The admiral will 
go with Huon to 
the holy sepul- 
chre, and take 
with him 50,000 
men to make war 
on the Saracens. 



Haon tells the 
admiral how this 
good deed will 
cause him to be 
crowned in the 
empire of heaven. 



I may hauo ryght and reason shewyd to 1 me' / 'syr/ 
quod the admerall, 'of this that ye say I can 2 you 
good thanke / but by the grace of god I shall go with 
you the vyage to the holy sepulture, and take with me 4 
LM. men to make warre agaynst the paynyms and 
sarasyns suche as byleuethe not in god, and I shall put 
to my payne with all my powre to exalte and encrease 
the law of Iesu chryste.' ' Syr/ quod Huon, ' ye haue 8 
sayd nobeyle; yf ye do thus 5 great grace and glory 
parpetuall ye shall deserue / wherby ye shalbe crownyd 
aboue in the imperyall heueyn.' Now leue we to 
speke of this mater. 12 



The admiral 
sends orders 
through Fersia 
for the men of 
war to make 
ready, 

and appoints the 
day on which 
they are to 
embark for the 
Holy Land. 

All come at the 
time assigned. 
Meanwhile, Huon 
and Barnard 
oftentimes visit 
the city of Tauris, 



% How the admerall of Perse asserabelyd 
moche people, and he & Huon, with all his 
armye, toke the see and came to the port 
before the eitye of Angory, whereas they 16 
fouflde a great nombre of paynyms & 
sarasyns redy to defende the porte. 

Ca. Cxxix. 

Fter that the admerall and Huon had 20 
deuysid to gether of many thyngys / 
the admerall sent out his letters and 
brefes commaundynge thrugh 4 6 Perse, 
6 and made 6 men of warre to be redy ; 24 
and gaue them a day to be redy to 
go with hym, sertefyenge them that his nauy of 
shyppes shulde be redy for the transportynge of hym 
and of 7 them / the whiche was done, and euery man 28 
came at the day that was assyngnyd. in the mean 
season Huon and Barnard wente often tymys together 
and vysytyd the citye of Thauris, where as moche 




1 vnto. 



giue. 



8 thus do. 



4 out 



* Fol. cxiiii. back, col. 2. and Media. T omitted. 
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honoure was made to 1 them / wherof Huon and where much 

honour is showu 

Barnard oftentymys thankyd god of the good ad- -them, 
uenture that he had sente them. Thus as ye haue 
4 harde the adineral of Perce assembelyd 2 great nombre 
of people, and made hym redy & enteryd into his 
shyp, and all other in to dyuers shyppys, and shyppyd 

theyr armure and horeys; 3 Huow, who desyryd to pies Huon, to please 

8 the admyrall, toke hys owne lytell shyp and dys- charged his'own 

chargyd it, and toke all the presyous stonys & dyd put out of u aluhj 

them into another shyp, the whiche y e admyrall had JnTpuTthemlnto 

delyueryd to serue hym. 3 then he sayd to 1 the admyrall, wTih^hJiSmirai 

12 'syr, I know well 4 the lytell shyppe that I came in g * Tehim - 
hether is not to serue in the warre, & therfore, syr, as 

it is, I do gyue it 1 you* / wherof the admyraH had To the great joy 

great ioye, for in ai the worlde ther was none such Huon gives him 

16 of beautye nor of ryches. Then Huon gaue the TotheadmiraT*'" 

admyrall a busshell of the stones, and to 1 the lordys Hii^gVrwa 

together, and they thankyd Huon of his curtesye and p^tus ^llnei, 

larges / of all the stones he kepte to his owne vse but ^^Su' 1 * 

20 .iii.C., and gaue awaye all the resydewe. Then he S^J^J^J; 

enterid into the shyp that was apoyntyd for hym / and J** Bppolntod 

then euery man enteryd in to theyr shyppys, the ^ h *J2J r J[ ke " 
whiche were well furnysshyd and vytaylyd 5 / then y e 

24 admyrall toke 6 leue of his doughter, 7 & 7 8 weyed vp The admiral takes 

leave of his 

ancres and lyft 9 vp the saylys, and they had suche daughter; 

, , - A - . . the anchors are 

good wynde that a 10 none they were far fro the porte ; weighed, the sails 
a goodly syght it was to behold the nauy / for at theyr drives them 

28 departyng, they made such noyse with trompettys 11 and J^ kly fromUie 
tabours 11 & homes that all the see range" therof / 
great ioye 18 had Huon & Barnarde of the grace that god ROOdly 8ighi * 
hadde sent them / so longe they say lyd with 14 wynde 

32 and sayle, that they enteryd in to the great see oi 

1 vnto. 8 a. 8 and. 4 that. 5 for the ware. 
6 his. 7 ~ 7 who pitifully wept at her Father's departing. 
• then they. 9 hoysed. 10 Fol. cxv. col. 1. 
u - u Drummes. 18 did ring. 13 and gladnesse. 
14 good. 
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They enter the 
Caspian Sea, 
and tee afar off 
the city of 
Angora. 

Its admiral was 
powerful and 
rich, 

and, seeing from 
one of the towers 
of his palace, so 
vast a nary 
advancing, 
wondered greatly. 
He knew the 
Persian ships by 
their banners, 
but he saw in the 
forecastles 
banners of white 
with red 



He gives orders 
that every man 
In the city should 
arm and prevent 
the Christians 
from landing. 
The noise and 
confusion in the 
city was so great 
that the admiral 
of Persia and 
Huon, and all 
with them, could 
hear it. 

The admiral sees 

they will meet 
great resistance 
at their landing. 
Huon enquires 
what people 

■ the dty. 



Caspys, & then they saw a fare of a 1 cetye stondyng by 
the see syd, callyd the citye of Angore, wherin there 
was 2 an admyral ryght pusaunt and ryche / and the 
same tyme he was in one of the 3 towres of his palays, 4 
4 when he sawe 6 so 5 pusaunt a 6 nauey come saylynge 7 
towardis his citye / he had great maruayle / 8 for he 
knewe well the shyppis were of Perce by the penons 
and baners that he sawe wauynge in 9 the shyppys, and 8 
on 9 the other parte he saw in y e toppes and fore- 
castelles baners stondynge, all of whyght, and therin 
red crosses / then he sayd to 10 his lordis that were 
abought hym / 1 syrs, I am greatly 11 abasshyd what 12 
meanethe yonder great flete : syn 12 this citye was won 
by Keyngnalte of Mountaban / there came neuer 
chrysten man here / and I haue more maruayle to se the 
baners and arnie of Perce y e which thes chrysten men 16 
do bere in 9 theyr shyppis ' / then he 13 went downe aud 
puplysshyd in the citye that euery man shuld arme 
them and go to the port to defend 14 that the chrysten 
men shulde not londe there / then the crye and larum 20 
began in the citye so great and orryble, withe the 
noyse of 15 homes and busyns, trompettis and tabours 15 / 
so that the noyse of them range vpon the see, so that 
the Admyral of Perse, and Huon, and such as were on 9 24 
the see myght well here them / Then the admyrall sayd 
to 10 Huon / 'syr, I se 16 well 17 at 18 our londynge we 
shall haue great batayle and resystence ' / ' syr/ quod 
Huon, ' I pray you what people be they that haue that 28 
citye in gydynge, and who is lorde therofT 'Syr,' 
quod the admyrall, 'knowe for trouthe 17 this citye is 



i faire. 3 dwelt 8 his. « and. 
*— 6 and perceiued such a. 8 omitted. 7 so fast. 
8 and was sore dismayed and abashed. 9 vppon. 
10 vnto. 11 dismayed and. 18 seeing. 
18 the Admirall. 14 it 
16—15 Trumpets and Drummes, Hornea, and Basons. 
18 and peroeiue. 17 that 18 Fol. cxv. ooL 2. 
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great and well peopled / they byleue not in god / and ^^"^^ 
a 1 .xx. yens passyd, this citye was wonne by a lorde u great and 

* , , , inhabited by 

Fraunce callyd Reyngnalte of Mountaban, and he unbeliever*; 

4 made it to be chr[y]stenyd ; and then at 1 .viii. yeris iT^ukinby** 
after, it was wonne agayne vpon the 2 chrysten men by ^ made 
the admyrallis son : the which admyral was lord StlSgSt y«« 
therof when it was won. And nowe agayne they be all g^^, 1 ," 

8 paynyms and Sarasyns as ye* maye se vpon the see 
syde, they ar redy to abyde for vs and to defende theyr 
porte.' * Syr/ quod Huon, ' we ought greatly to thanke The admiral and 

r J 9 ^ ' Huon determine 

our lorde Iesu chryst of this fayre aduenture / when we to take the city 

. and use it at 

12 se before vs the enerayes of our chrysten fay the / & by their pleasure, 
the grace of 3 Iesu 4 this daye we shall do so moche that 
the citye and the inhabytauntis therin shal be in our 
handys to vse them at our pleasure ' / * syr,' quod the 

16 admyral / 5 ' god 6 gyue 7 grace that it may so be 8 / great 
grace our lorde god shall do to 9 vs, yf we maye wynne 
this citye.' Then the admyrall causyd his men to be The men are 

armed, 

armyd / 10 then they sawe halfe a lege fro the citye a and hair a league 
20 porte or hauyn / the which was not kept nor defendyd, Shaven 5 ^ 
bycause the admyral of Angory wold not Issue out undefanded * 
farof fro his citye, tyll 11 he sawe what couwtenaunce 
the chrysten men wolde make. Then the admyrall of 
24 Perce and Huon auaunsyd them selfe so forwarde, that 
they caste out they[r] ancres and launcyd out theyr 
botys well garnysshyd with men, archars and crosbowes, 
so that they londyd at this porte 12 without any daunger. Here they land 
28 Then the shyppys drewe to the londe & 13 vnshyppyd without d * nger » 
thevr armure and horses, & so euery man londyd leaving *ome to 

guard the ships. 

excepte suche as were sygned 14 to kepe the shyppes / They are arranged 
10 then euery man lept 15 on 16 theyr horses and ordaynyd itot!!?^ 
32 .iii. batayles / the fyrste was led by duke 2 Huon, and »j»om^; W,th 

1 about 2 omitted. 3 our Lord and Sauiour. 
4 Christ 6 I beseech almghtie. 6 to. 7 vs the. 
8 be so. • vnto. 10 and. 11 vntill. 
u in sauegard Sc. 13 Fol. cxv. back, col. 1. 14 assigned. 
15 mounted. 10 vpon. 
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the Moond by * 
great lord of 
Persia, marshal 
of the hoet; 
the third by the 
admiral of Persia 
himself, 
who rode from 
rank to rank, 
admonishing his 
men to do their 
duty valiantly. 



When the admiral 
of Angore saw 
that the 
Christians had 
lauded, 



he divided his 
men into four 
parties. 



The two hosts 
met together with 
such force that 
the bright sun 
waxed dark, 



and many a 
knight was killed 
under the hones' 



with hym. xx.M. men of hault and hye corage ; the 
second was led by a great lorde of Perce, who was 
marehall of the hoste / the thyrde, gydyd the admyrall 
of Perce / who rode fro rarcke to ranke, admonesshynge 4 
his men to do theyr deuours 1 valyauntly; then a soft 
pase they drew in batayle towardea the citye. 

% How the admerall & Huon toke the porte 
and fought with the admyrall of Angorie, 8 
and discomfytyd hym, and toke the citye / 
and how after 2 Huon went in to the 
desertys of Abillant to serche aduentures. 

Ca. C.xxx. 12 
f Hen the admyrall of Angore saw and 
parsayuyd that the chrysten men had 
taken londe, and were re 8 dy to geue 
bataile, and were comynge towardys 16 
the citye, he ordaynyd and rengyd 
his bataylis, & deuydyd them in 4 .iiii. partys, and set 
them to be led and gydid by such as he thought best ; 
then he auauwcyd forwarde and was to the nombre of 20 
I.M. men / when these .ii. hostis saw eche other, there 
was none of them but that feryd the dethe / the day 
was fayre & clere, & so they aprochyd, and al at a 
frusshe 5 of 0 both party es dasshed together in suche 24 
wyse, that by reason of the powder & dust that rose 7 
by theyr horses, the sonne that was fayre and bright 
waxed darke, and the shote of 6 bothe partyes flew so 
faste and as thicke as thoughe it had snowed / at theyr 28 
fyrste metynge, many sperys were broken, and many a 
knyght borne to the erthe, so that they coud neuer 
releue 8 after, but laye on the ground amonge the horse 
fete, and there dyed in doloure / there were manye 32 
1 endeauours. 2 afterward. 3 Fol. cxv. back, col. 2. 




4 to. 6 rush. 



7 did rise. 8 be releeued. 



Digitized by Google 



Ca. CXXX.] OP THE FIGHT BEFORE AND IN ANOORE. 475 

horses rynnynge abrode traylynge tbeyr brydels after 

them, and theyr maysters lyeng 1 in the blude & 2 my re / 

great slaughter there was made on 3 bothe partyes / and 

4 Huon, who went brekmge y* great presses, where as he 

slewe so many paynyms that euery man feryd hym, he 

sawe where the ad my call of Angpryes nephue was who 

had slayne a christen knyghte / 4 they ran eche at Other Huon encounters 

the nephew of the 

8 so freslye, 5 that the paynym brake his spere vpon admiral of 
Huon ; and Huon faylyd hym not, but gaue hym so An * ore ' 
marueylous 8 a stroke that his spere passed thrughe his »ud slays Mm. 
body, and so 7 fell 8 to the erth and dyed / then Huon 

12 ran at another and gaue hym suche a 9 stroke that 
10 he persyd 10 thrughe his shylde and body / and with 
drawynge out of the spere, he fell to the erth, and neuer 
relyuyd after / and 60 the .iii. and .iiii. 11 he sarayd in 

16 lyke maner, and 12 dyd so 13 that he slew .viii. or 14 his After Huon had 

J ' rf slain eight of the 

spere brake, 4 then he drewe out his good 15 sword / & paynims, Ms spear 

broke, 

therwith he dyd suche dedes that it was ferefull to but he did 
beholde hym / he cutte legges and armes, and rassyd of with his good 

20 helmes so that none of his enemyes durste aproche sword * t 
nere 16 hym / but they fledde before hync as y* byrde 
dothe before the hauke; he brake asonder the thyke 
presses ; he dyd so to be feryde that his enymyes left 

24 hym / for he neuer stroke 17 man with a full stroke but 

he 18 was slayne. Also with hym was Barnarde his Bernard followed 

Huon, and 

cosyn, who euer folowyd hym & dyd merueylous in worked marvel* 
armes, for he was a sharp and an eger knyght. 19 Also k^ 6 ** 111, 
28 the admyrall of Angory enforsyd hym selfe to do 
domage to 16 y* christen men / he sawe were the admyrall 
of perce was sleynge of his men / and came and ranne The admiral or 
at hym; and the admyrall of perce sawe hym & the admiral of 

Persia} 

1 dead vppon the erthe. 8 in the. 8 vppon. 4 and. 

8 so fiercely after ran. 0 and so great. 7 he. 
8 downe. 9 marnailous. l °— 10 it passed. u more. 
u Fol. cxvi. col. 1. 13 valiantly bebaue himselfe. 
14 before. 15 omitted. 18 vnto. 17 any. 
m that receiued it 13 And. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. cxxx. 



each bore the 
other to earth, 



but they were 
separated by their 



The force of the 
Saracens wan so 
great that the 
admiral of Persia 
could not re- 
mount, and was 
obliged to fight 
ou foot. 



He was rescued 
by Hnon and 
Barnard. 



Huon kills the 
admiral of 
Angore, 



encounteryd with hym by such force 1 that eche of 
them bare 2 Oder to the erlh / then q[u]ycly they 
releuyd them 8 with theyr swerdes in there handes, 
wyllynge eche 4 of them to slee 5 other / y e whiche had 4 
bene done in dede, & 6 there men had not come- and 
socouryd them / but theder came so many of 7 bothe 
partyes that the .ii. admyralles had no power on 8 them 
to towche 2 other ; weth great force came theder Paynyms 8 
and Sarasyns so that the cristen men coude not 
remount vp agayne the admyral of Perce / but was 
fayne to fyght a fote / and had bene in great iopardy 9 
and 6 Huon and Barnard e had not come and rescuyd 12 
hym ; they came theder hastely when they harde the 
showtynge and cryenge that was made aboute the 
admyral of Perce / and they brake a brode 10 the great 
prese of the paynyms. And when they sawe Huon 16 
aproche nere 11 them they were sore afrayde / 12 they 
knewe hym 18 well, and departyd, 14 and sperclyd 15 a 
brode, and durste not abyde / and Huon, seynge y* 
admyrall of Perce a fote amonge his enymyes with his 20 
swerde valyauntly defendynge hymselfe, whiche shulde 
but lytyl auaylyd yf he had not bene quyckly socowryd / 
12 when Huon sawe hym he sayd : 'O ryght pusaunte 
Admyral, haue no doute' / then Huon toke a spere out 24 
of the handes of a paynyme whome he had slayne / and 
there with he ranne at y* admyral of Angory, and gaue 16 
so horryble 17 a stroke that the spere passyd thorowe his 
body more then a fote / and so 18 fell downe dedde 28 
amonge his men / wher of y* Paynyms were sore 19 
abasshyde when they sawe theyr lorde lye dedde on 20 
the erth; 12 then Huon quyckly toke the admyralles 



1 and puissance. 2 the. 3 seines. 4 both. 
6 each. 6 if. 7 on. 8 one of. 9 and danger. 
10 asunder. 11 vnto. 12 and. 13 Fol. cxvi. col. 2. 
14 parted. 16 spread. 16 him. 17 and so vehement. 
18 hee. 19 dismayed and. 20 vppon. 
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horse by the rayne 1 and came to 2 the admyral of Perce, and monnt* the 

J admiral of Persia 

where as he was f yghtynge a fote / and sayd, 1 syr, on hu riderless 
8 lepe on 8 this horse, for the paynyms and Sarasyns ar 

4 desconfyed ' / « Syr/ quod the admyrall, ' blyssed be 
the oure that 4 ye were borne / for by your excellente 
prowes I am sawyde and all myn hoste, and haue 5 ouei 
come myn enemy es, / then the Admyrall mouwfyde on 6 

8 y e good horse, wherof he was ioyf ul ; and so he and 
Huon and Barnarde delte suche strokes among the 
Sarasyns / that they were constrayned to fle aud turne The Saracens 

were forced to 

there backes / 7 then they were chassyd by such force «••; 
12 tliat they enteryd in to the citye one with a noder / they re-entered 

J J J 1 the city with the 

then the christen men slewe the paynymes and Sarasyns, christians in 
men, women, and chyldrene, that 8 pyte it was to se and the Saracen 
them lye dedde on 6 heppes in y* stretes / so that the children were 

16 bloode of them that were slayne, ranne in the strettes to alrutuns!** 
tlie horse pastours ; fynally by the hey prowes of Huon 
and by the pusaunce of the admyrall of Perce, the 
paynyms and Sara 9 syns were discomfyted in the citye 

20 of Angory. when the sleynge was sessyd, and that the 
admyrall and Huon sawe how they had ouercome theyr 
enemy es / they sessyd sleynge of the pepyll / 7 they 
wente in to the temples, tours, & palysses, where in Those who had 

r ' ' , i hidden in the 

24 many paynyms & Sarasyns were withdrawen / they temples and 

'' palaces, Huon and 

were take to vertue, 10 promysynge to saue theyr lyues Barnard saved 
yf they wolde leue the 11 law of Macomyte and byleue toba^^um^ 
in 12 Iesu chryst / and so many were chrystenyd, and 
28 such as wold not were slayne / when the admyrall and but if they 

J ' J refused, they 

Huon sawe that the citye was become chrystenyd / weresiain. 
then th[e]y sette theyr offecyers, prouostis, and bay lyes The victors set 

, omcer»over 

to gouerne the citye, and with them ,n.M. persons to the city, and, 
32 kepe y e citye. Thus they taryed ther 18 .viii. dayes, there eight days, 

1 of the bridle. 2 vnto. 8-3 mount vppon. 4 euer. 
6 vanquished and. 0 vppon. 7 and. 8 great. 
8 Fol. cxvi. back, col. 1. 10 mercie. 
11 false and detestable. u our Sauiour and Redeemer. 
13 by the space of. 
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mad* randy to 1 then they made redy to depart, and tmssyd & newe 
d * P * rt ' wyttelyd theyr shyppes /. Hhen they enteryd in to 

theyr shyppes, 2 trompetes, and 3 busyns, & tabours 
made 4 noyes, 1 the mareners weyed vp theyr ancres and 4 
They set forth, hyssed vp theyr sayles, & sayled so longe that 5 they 
leave the Cwpian ^ ^ 6 great see of caspus, and enteryd in to the 
Euphrates Hrer, great floude of eufrates / the whiche dissendeth in to 
fnto thereat Vea, the great see / when they were passed the ryuer / they 8 
They coast the costydde the desertis of abylante / the sesone was 
Lw^inbright fuyr and clere, and the wynde freshe. Thus 7 they 
fr«sh h wiud. d * sayled by this great see, the ad my rail and Huon stode 
Huonandthe at the borde 6yde of theyr shyppe and deuiysed 8 of 12 
theh^'adventureT theyr aduontures, & laudyde 9 god of liis grace 10 that he 
fOT^etrwc^s. had done to 11 them. 'Huon/ quod the ad my rail, 
The admiral has 'great desyre I haue 12 to se the holy city e wher our 
thTHoiy city! "** lord god was crucifyede and layed in sepulture. ' ' syr/ 16 
Huon hopes to quod Huon, ' by y e grace of god we shall ryght well 18 
but the 'chief come theder, & I hope he shall do 11 vs 14 greater grace 15 
voyagsbtiw as to ayede vs to conquer* and to 10 dystroye them 17 in 
anbs^tn.° r<>n our way that byleueth not on our holy law / for that is 20 

the chef 18 en tent of our vyage.' Thus they deuysed 
The travellers togydder the space of .viii. dayes witAoute fyndynge of 
advenTurefor any aduenture ; l so on 19 an euewnynge Huon all alone 
eight days. 8 tode lenynge ouer the shyppe bord / beholding the 24 
see, y e which was playne and peasable, then he remem- 
brede y* duches Esclaramonde his wyfe / therewith the 
HuoiUaments the teres fel 20 downe his vysage, & sayd, 'a, ryght noble 
E^iaramonde. lady, when I reraembre in 21 what 28 danger I left you in, 28 
and in what pouerte & mysery ye be in, 23 I haue no 24 
meuibre but that trymblyth for the dysplesure that I 

1 and. 2 and the. 8 omitted. 4 great. 6 vntill. 
6 the. 7 as. 8 demysed in text. 9 praysed. 
10 for. 11 vnto. 12 I haue after ad my rail. 
18 and shortly. 14 farre. 16 yet 
16 Fol. cxvi. back, col. 2. 17 all those. 18 cheefest 
19 vppon. 20 ran tenderly. 21 omitted. 22 peril and. 
23 nowe. 24 ioynt nor. 
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am in, and for fere left y* false emperoure cause you to 
dye or 1 my retoure,' then he begane to make great 
sorwe 2 / then 3 Barnarde, who was not farre fro hym, 
4 sayd / 4 A, syr, ye know well that in all the fortunes Barnard console* 

him* 

and aduentures that hath come to 4 you god hathe 
ayeded you and sende 5 you fro the peryll of deth / 
therfore take 6 comfort to yourself, and laude and pryse 
8 god for that he sende th 4 you / and doute not yf ye 
liaue perfyte hope and trust in hym he wyll ayed and 
confort you / 7 he neuer forgeteth them that with good 
harte serueth hym.' Thus with suche wordes Barnard 
12conforted Huon / 7 then the admyral came and lent 
downe by Huon / and deuysede togyder of 8 dyuers 9 
thynges / the same tyme there rose vp a wynd and a 10 There suddenly 

rose up a great 

tempeste so great and so horryble that the sayles were tempe«t ; 

the kails and 

16 broke in dyuers places, & some mastes brake and He we mast* were 
ouer the bordes of the shyppe / the see begane to be Juk^ in diver " 
wode 11 and furyous / so that euery man though[t] to 
haue bene peresshyde : the fortune of this tempest was 

20 so horryble / 12 euery maw / deuoutly called vpon our 
lorde god to saue them fro that 13 perry ll. 14 * syr/ quod 
Huon, 4 1 pray 15 you she we me what countre is yonder Huon demands 

1 r J J J the name of the 

that I se before me, we were happy and 16 we myght country he see* 

before him. 

24 aryue there and cast our ancres vnder the rocke that I 
se ther ' / 4 syr/ quod y e Admyrall, ' we be aryued at an 
yll 17 port, for we be nere to the deserts of abylante: it i« an evn port, 

J r ' . inhabited by an 

on 18 yonder mountayne that ye se is conuersant an enemy who slay* 

, , , , , , „ and strangles all 

28 enemy, who hath causyd many a shyppe and vesseyll who approach, 
to be drowned in this see, wherby we be all in great 
aduenture 19 to be lost / for none can aproche to this 
rocke / but that he is siayne & stranglyd 20 by the 

1 ere. 2 and greefe. 3 but. * vnto. 6 saued. 
6 good. 7 and. 8 about. 9 and sundrie. 
10 omitted. 11 rough. u as. 13 the. 
14 and danger that they were in. 16 Fol. cxvii. col. 1. 
16 fortunate if. 17 euil. 

20 siayne after strangled. 
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Ererymanu enemy that ys there, / then euery man was in great 

much afraid. J J ' J ° 

and the admiral la fere, and the Admyrall sayd to 1 y' mareners / ' syrs, I 

anxious to * ' " 

withdraw from pray you if it may be let vs draw out of this quarter 9 / 
the place. t Huon, * me thynke ye are to sore 2 abasshyd / 4 

for by that lorde that made me to his semblaunce, 
I shall neuer haue ioye in 8 my harte tyll 4 I know why 
that enemy causethe them to perysshe 5 that pas 5 this 
Huon must have way e / I shall neuer rest tyll 4 I haue spoken with 8 

speech of this J ' J r 

enemy; hym, and yf he do any thynge contrary to my pleasure, 

if he displeases 

him he wiu strike I shall stryke of his hede.' ' Huon/ quod the admyral, 

off his head. _ _ _ . 

The admiral ' I haue great maruayle of that ye do saye / for yf there 
6oo uuons could were .v.C. suche as ye be / within an owre ye shulde 12 
not resist him. a ^ ^ e strangelyd.' 'Syr,' quod Huow, 

' dough t not 6 that / for thoughe I shuld dye in the 
Huon is quarrell, I wyll go se hym and know the cause why he 

visit him; letteth or troubelethe this passage / or 7 it be .iiL dayes 16 
to an ende I shall go and speke with hym 8 what 
soeuer fortune.' 8 ' Syr/ quod the admyrall, 'in you it 
is to do your owne wyll : 9 syn it pleseth you I must 
the admiral tries be cowtewt / but yf ye wold beleue me ye shuld not 20 

to dissuade him, J 

but in vain. take on 10 you that vyage.' 11 'Syr/ quod Huon, all 
smylynge, 'I haue my hope 12 in 13 god 14 and in y e vyrgyn 
Mary his mother, 14 who hathe 15 hether vnto 15 sauyd 
me, 16 and so I hope they 17 wyll do 18 yette / for it is a 24 
comune prouerbe sayde, 17 whome that 14 god wyll ayde w 
no man can hurte.' ' Syr/ quod the admyrall, 1 1 praye 
to 1 our lorde god to defende you fro all yll / and 20 
gyue you 21 grace to retourne agayne in sauegarde' / 28 
Barnard wishes to * syr/ quod Huon, 'I thanke you/ 22 Then Barnarde 
*° w u ° n ' rose vp & sayd, ' dere cosyn, I requyre you 20 let me go 

1 vnto. 2 dismayed and. 3 at. 4 vntill. 

6 — 6 bo fast. 6 you. 7 before. 
*— 8 what fortune soeuer commeth therof. 9 for. 
10 vppon. 11 and enterprize. 12 and trust. 

18 ttlmightie. 14-14 omitted. 16-16 heretofore. 
16 from death. 17 he. 18 Fol. cxvii. col. 2. 

19 and succour. 20 to. 21 the. 22 heartily. 
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with you* / 1 then the admyrall sayd / 'syr, I desyre the admiral win 

n also accompany 

you 2 be contente that I and Barnarde maye keep him with 400 
you company, and we shall haue with vs for y e more ***** 
4 sauegard of our parsones .CCCC. hardy knyghtys'/ 
' syr,' quod Huon, ' by goddys grace I wyll go alone, Bnt Hoon desires 

to go alone 2 

none shall go with me but my selfe and Iesu Chryste, 
and his blyssyd mother, in whose sauegard I com my t 
8 my selfe' / when Barnard hard that he had great Barnard and the 

admiral are much 

sorowe at his harte, and so had the admyrall, when griered. 
they sawe 3 they coude not tourne hym 4 fro his 6 
vyage. 6 Then Huon armyd hym 7 and toke leue of the Huon anna 
12 admyrall and of the other lordys, and of Barnard, who take* leare of hia 

comrade*, 

made great sorow for his cosyn Huon, who all alone and u *et ashore, 
wold go in to the desertes 8 ; when Huon had taken his 
leue, he was sette a londe, 9 and made the syngne of 

16 the 10 crosse on 11 his breste. Then he mountyd vpon the 

mountayne, but or 12 he was the halfe waye / a great when he was 
wynde arose on 11 the see / so that the tempeste was monm^astmn 
great and orryble / 18 so that 18 the cordys and cables forced the 

20 of the shyppys with the admyrall brast asonder / 1 so uie^d^ouicL* 
that 14 parforce they were fayne to take the see and sayle 
at aduenture as wynde and wether wolde serue them / 
15 so that parforce 15 they were cast out of that great The ships are 

oast about on the 

24 se, wherof the admyrall and Barnarde, and all the other great sea, and 
lordys had great fere, and greatly complayned for fear far* £ 
Huon, who alone without company was mountid on 11 
the moun 16 teyne; and as he was goynge he lokyd 

28 downe into the see / and saw the marueylous tempest Huon sees the 

' storm, and how 

that was in the see, so that of .CC. shyppes that he autheshipewere 
had lefte there with the admyral, he coude then se no 
more but .ii. together, for al the rest were separate one 
32 fro another in great peryll 17 / then he began 18 to wepe 

1 and. 2 to. 8 that 4 Huon, 6 dangerous. 
6 and enterprise. 7 self. 8 to seke aduentures. 
9 shoare. 10 a. u vppon. 12 ere. whereby. 

14 omitted. 16-15 whereuppon. 
18 Fol. cxvii. back, col. 1. 17 and danger. 18 pitifully. 
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HUON OF BUBDEUX. 



[O 



SL CXXX1. 



He began to weep 
for hi* wife 
EicUramonde, 
whom he thought 
never more to 



He preyed to God 
to aid him in hie 
need, 



to orate Bernard 
to reach e haven 
in safety, 
and to allow 
Huon to eee hie 
friends again. 



and complayne for his wyfe 1 Esclaramonde, whome he 
thought then neuer more 2 to se, bycause he was in that 
deserte, and saw the shyppes dreuyn fro the londe in 
great fere of lesyng. Then he knelyd downe and held 4 
vp his handys to 8 y e4 heuen, requyryng our lorde god 
of his petye and grace to ayde and to gyue hym 
comforte so 4 that he myght scape 6 thence alyue / and 
to saue the shyppes and to bringe them agayne in 8 
sauegard to the place fro whence they departy d. Then 
petuously 6 he complaynyd for his wyfe and doughter, 
& sayde, ' a, ryght noble lady Esclaramonde, when I 
remembre the paynes, and dolours, and pouerties, that 12 
by my cause ye suffer and haue sufferyd / all my body 
sweteth for 7 payne & doloure / Alas, I had thought in 
short space to haue ayded and socuryd you / but now I 
se well 8 our departynge is come for euermore / in yonder 16 
perelous see, I se my cosyn Barnard and dyuers other 
lordys, that by my cause are in the way of pardyssyon 
without god to 9 ayde 10 them, whom I humbly requyre 
to sende them that grace that they may aryue at 20 
some 11 porte, and that I may ones 12 see them agayne to 
the entente that I may fyght agaynste the paynyms 
and sarasyns in ezaltynge the law of Iesu chryst' 
Thus Huon of Burdeaux made his prayers to pur lorde 24 
Iesu chryste. 



u % How Huon wente so long in this deserte 
that he founde Cayine and spake with hym 
longe season, and howe he begylid 28 



Cayine and departid. 



Ca. cxxxi. 



1 the faire. 2 more after se. 8 vnto. 4 omitted. 
6 from. • greeuously. 7 by. 8 that 9 doe. 
10 and succour. u good . 12 once after them. 
13 Fol cxvii. back, col. 2. 
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Fter that Huon had thus made his 
prayers to 1 our lorde god, he rose vp 
& blyssyd him with y e syngne of y e 
crosse recommaundynge hym selfe 
to 1 our lorde god, & so 2 came to the 
heyght 8 of the mountayne; 4 when on reaching the 

top of the 

he was there al his body trymbelyd with traueyle, so mountain, Huon 
8 that he was 5 faynte, and feble. Then he lokyd all 6 Z fwTdown. 
abought, 7 and sawe in a fayre medow a clere fountayne, 
thether he went to refresshe and to reste hym / then he He refreshed 
layde hym down on 8 the gras to refresshe hym or 9 he tountLn'and,*" 
12 wolde drynke, he was so hote / and when he was well 
colyd he came to the fountayne and dranke 10 a lytyll 
and wasshyd his handys and fase / 11 then he went going further 

rf * ' into the forest, 

further into the foreste and coude fynde nother towne could And neither 

<■ t% hi 1*1 town, castle, 

16 nor castell, gardayne, nor trees with frute, wherof he gardens, neither 
was 12 8orowfull, 13 and so serchyd all day to fynde SOm nor women, 
man or woman, but all was in vayne / & when he saw 
that the sonne went to rest and coude fynd no creature, 

20 he was sore anoyed 14 / he chose out a tree & there 16 lay d He waa aore 

annoyed, 

hy[m] 16 downe & slepte; & in the mornyng when he and laid him 

down to sleep 

sa w the sonne ryse, and that his beamys spred abrode under a tree. 
on 8 the erthe / then 2 he arose and blessyd hym / and so At sunrise he 

arose and went 

24 wente forth in to the deserte and found nother man into the desert, 

/i i i i iti but met neither 

nor woman / beste nor byrde, wherwith 17 he was sore man nor woman, 

dysplesaunt 17 / deuoutly he callyd.vpow our lorde god He called on our 

18 Iesu chryst, and on his blessyd mother the vyrgyn S^a^r^n" 1 " 1 
28 Mary,! 8 pra yenge them" to haue in theyr 20 "tuissyon 22 

his body and sowle / and that he myght yet ones see chUd^* 
his wyfe 23 and ^chylde. 24 He went so long in this 



1 vnto. 2 omitted. 3 toppe. 4 but. 6 verie. 
8 round. 7 him. 8 vppon. 9 before. 10 thereof. 
11 and. 12 right 13 and sore displeased. 
14 discomforted. 16 vnder. 16 hyd in text. 
W— 17 being sorowfull and angrie. 18-18 omitted. 
12 him. 20 his. 3,1 Fol. exviii. col. I. 22 and keeping. 
23 the faire Escleremond. 2| — 24 Clariet his Daughter. 
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At but h« reached deserte that at last he cam to a playne of a 1 .iil bo we 
Mw^tMoV^k shote large, and in y* myddee therof he sawe a tonne 
which rolled made of the hart of oke, bound all abought with 
drouit of'^e bandys of Iron / and it euer 1 tonrnyd and rollyd in the 4 
pUin ' playne, and neuer paasyd out of the cyrcuyte of the 

and bwide it, playne / and besyde the tonne he saw where there lay 
gro™™affmt on 2 the grounde a great mall of Iron / great maruayle 
maiiet of iron. jj uon wnen he saw this tonne thus 4 rolle abought 8 
ai the tan passed without sease lyke a tempeste, and as it paasyd by 

by him, he heard 

a piteous voice . hym 6 he hard a petuous 6 woice within the tonne sore 

p»aininK° m complaynynge, and when he had hard it .iL or .iiL 

He approaches tymys he aprochyd nere to the tonne, and sayd, ' thou 12 

and asks who lies that art in this tonne / speke to 7 me & shew me what 

within it. ^ QU ^ ^ what tbyng thou nedyst 8 of, and why thou 
art put there ' / Then when he that was in this 9 tonne 

No answer comes harde Huon, 10 restyd styl & spake no word. 11 when 16 

forth. " w 

Huon sawe that it wold not speke, 10 sayd / € what so 
Hnon conjures euer thou art, I coniure y* by hym that creatyd all the 

the roice to reply n J J J J 

to him. worlde, and by his sone our lorde Iesu chryst, whom he 

sent downe to suffer dethe and passy[on] on the tre of 20 
the crosse to redeme his frendys, who by the synne of 
Adam and Eue were in lymbo, and by his gloryous 
resurreccyon, and by his aungels and archangels, 
Cherubyns and Seraphyns, and by all his holy sayntys, 24 
I coniuere thee to shewe me what thou arte, & why u 
thou art set here in this tonne ? ' when he that was 
within the tonne hard how sore he was coniuryd, 
he an8weryd and sayde / ' thou that "hast coniuryd me, 28 
thou doe8to great yll 13 to cause me to shew the y* 

He who is in the trouthe / knowe suerly that I haue to name Cayme, 

tan replies that _ _ 

Cain is there who and sone I was to 7 Adam & Eue, 14 and am he that 

slew my brother Abel by false and cursid enuy that I 32 

1 omitted. 2 vpon. 3 had after maruayle. 
4 thus after abought 6 Huon. 6 pitif ull. 7 vnto. 

8 haat neede. 9 the. 10 he. u and. 
12 and for what cause. 13 euill. 14 Fol. cxviii. col. 2. 
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had to 1 hym, bycause his oblacyons and dymes that he 
made to 1 god were exaltyd, and the fame therof went 
vpwarde to heuyn / and tho 2 that I made the fume 
4 wente downe warde / and when I sawe that, T slewe & 
mourderyd my brother Abell, wherfore, and for the 
great syn that I haue commyttyd, I am dampnyd to and is therefore 

m* i ♦ condemned to 

be and to suffer this merterdome with in this tonne suffer this 

r»i«T ill a martyrdom until 

8 whenn I am closyd brynnynge 3 and with serpentys, the day of 
and todys here within deuouryth 4 me, and yet I can Judgment ' 
not dye / and here I shall be vnto 5 the day of Iuge- 
niente, and then my payne shall be doubelyd / Novre 
12 haue I shewyd the thy demaund, wherfore I repute the 

but a fole / when thou art so hardy 6 to enter into this None depart from 

' this deaert alive, 

deserte where as neuer man enteryd and departyd 

without dethe / for knowe for trouthe 7 hether repayreth for it is inhabited 

16 .ii. enemyes, fewdys of hel, who shall sle the and here heii.whowiiuiay 
thy sowle into hell without thou wylt do as I shall S^ascSn h * 
shewe the ' / 1 frende/ quod Huon, 4 1 pray the shewe ,hows Mm * 
me what it is that thou spekest of, or what thynge 

20 thou wylte that I shulde do, and I shall 8 do it to the Huon win do 
entent that I may departe 9 hense / there is no thynge Mks^m.^f 1 ' 1 
in the worlde but I shall do it for the, so thou shewe £ how to * h ° w 
me the way how I maye departe 9 hens ' / ' frende/ quod dep,lrt lheDC0 ' 

24 Cayme, 'I shall shew the what thou shalt do: thou 

shalte take this malle of iron that thou seest there Cain teiis Hnon 
& stryke therwith so long vpon this tonne tyl 5 thou maiiet and strike 
broke 10 it, to the entent that I myght 11 issue out / & hebreakitl" 

28 when I am delyueryd I shall set y e in sauegard in Cain wiu then be 

delivered, 

Ierusalem or in fraunce, or in what contre 13 thou wylte and will set Huon 
wysshe / yf thou do this that I haue say d, & delyuer country he may 
me fro this tourment, I shal set y* whersoeuer thoxx wbh ' 
32 wylt be, in any lond u chrysten or hethen / and yf thou 

1 vnto. * those. s burning. 4 deuouring. 
* vntill. • as. 7 that. 8 will. » from. 
10 hast broken. 11 may. M soeuer. 
u Fol. cxviii. back, col. 1. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. cxxxi. 



Huon refuse* to 
set Cain free 
until he has told 
him the way 
hence; 

then he promises 
so to do. 



Cain tells Haon 
to descend 
the mountain, to 
enter a ship, and 
pretend to the 
one man he will 
find in it that he 
is Cain himself, 
ready to destroy 
Christian men; 



do not this that I haue sayd, or 1 it be nyght I shall 
cause the to dye with great tormentes, for anone thou 
shalt se come heder .ii deuyls of hell, fowyll and 
howdeous to behold, and they shall strangle the & here 4 
thy sowle into helL* 2 '0, verye god,' 2 quod Huow, 
' humbely I requyre 8 the to saue me fro this tourmente / 
Cayme/ quod Huon, 'thou spekyste 4 fayre and sayeste 
as thou lyste, but I wyll not delyuer the out of this 8 
tonne tyll 6 fyrst thou shewe me how I may departe 
hence ' / then Cayme sayd, ' yf thou wylt promyse me 
by thy faythe and by thy parte of paradyse to delyuer 
me out of this tonne / I shall shewe the the maner 12 
howe thou shalte scape fro hense.' 'Cayme,' quod 
Huon, 'haue no dought, and that I promyse the 
to kepe my faythe / so thou shew me the maner how I 
may depart out of this deserte, I shal delyuer the out 16 
of thy tourmente. , Then Cayme sayd / ' thou shalte go 
by this lytyll pathe that thou seest here by on 6 thy 
ryghte hande / the whiche shall brynge the strayte to 
the see syde, the whiche is not far 6 hense / 8 then go 20 
downe the mountayne where as thou shalt fynde a 
shyp, and therin but one man / but or thou 9 enter into 
the shyppe, blysse the thre tymys, for he that thou 
shalte fynde there is a fende of hell / and shewe 10 hym 24 
howe thou art Cayme scapyd out of the rollynge 
tonne, and byd hym to pas the ouer; and saye howe 11 
thou wylte go and dystroye 12 the chrysten men that be 
in the worlde & brynge theyr sowlys into hell / and 28 
when he hereth the say thus, he wyll pas the ouer in 
sauetye / for it is longe synne that he hathe taryed for 
me / by cause he thynkethe I shulde scape out of this 
tonne. But thou must take with the this mall 13 of 32 



1 before. 2-2 Ah, good Lorde. 3 and beseech. 
4 mee. 6 vntill. • from. 7 vppon. 8 and. 
9 doest. 10 vnto. 11 that. " slay all. 
13 Fol. cxviii. back, col. 2. 
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Iron on 1 thy necke to the entente that he shall the b« !• to fceten the 

iron mallet on his 

better byleue the.' 2 U * Cayme,' quod Huon, 'I pray neck, that the man 

■hall the better 

the is this of trouth that thou hast sayd V / ' trend, beiiere him. 

4 quod Cayme, ' I lye neuer a worde. Nowe I praye the if thia u true; 
synne 5 I haue shewed the maner howe thou mayst n^ 0 *** nem 
scape / take this mall of Iron and breke asonder this 
tonne that I am in / that I maye be delyueryd u / 

8 'Cayme/ quod Huon, 'I praye the 6 shewe me who is Huon enquire 

. who put Cain into 

he that dyd put the into this tonne, & what is his the tun, 

name V / * syr/ quod Cayme, ' knowe for trouth that 

god of heuen set me here bycause I had dyspleasyd and laanw thit 

God of Heaven 

12 hym for sleynge of my brother Abell, wherfore I haue him there, 
sufferyd so moche payne and sorowe that more I 
can not endure / and therfore yet agayne I praye the 6 
delyuer me 6 hense' / 'Cayme/ quod Huon, 'god Therefore Huon 

16 forbede that I shulye delyuer the syn 3 our lorde god him; 
haue set the there / know for trouth thou shalte neuer Cam shall not 

' depart thence 

departe 6 tbense without 7 it be by his commaunde- except bj the 



mente / for there shalte thou be euer for me / I had the Lord. 
20 rather be pariuryd then to fordo 8 that thynge that 0 
god wyll haue done to punysshe the for the ylles 10 that 
thou haste done / I knowe well as for the yll 11 that I Huon feel* rare 

/ he will be 

haue done as in brekinge of my promyse to the, pardoned for 

thai breaking 

24 god wyll lyghtly pardone me for it / abyde thou there hit promue. 
with thy cursyd synnes / for as 12 by me thou shalte 
haue none other ayde.' 

% How Huon departid fro Caym and passed 
28 the see in a veseyle gydyd by the deuyll, 
who byleuid it had bene Cayme / and 
Huon aryuyd at a citye callid Colanders, 
where as he found the admiral of perse 

1 vpoiL 1 and surely he will then passe the ouer. 
3 seeing. 4 out of this paine and torment. 6 to. 
• from. * excepte. 8 vndoe. 9 which. 10 euila. 
" euil. u sure. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[G 



a. cxxxii. 



Cain oalli Hnon 
traitor and liar. 



Hnon retorts; 



Cain haa well 
deserved hie 
Buffering, and 
shall shortly have 
more pain and 



Cain complains 
that Hnon has 
subtly <l 
him, 




but owns that had 
Huon delivered 
him, he would 
have strangled 
the knight. 



*and Barnarde his cosyn, who had layd 
sege to the citye. Ca. Cxxxii. 

j Hen Cayme 2 vnderstode Huon, he sayd, 
* A, thou false traytoure, by whome I 4 
am begylyd and mockyd / thou arte 
not worthy to be byleuyd in any 
thynge that thou sayeste, thou lyest 
worse than a dogge.' ' O thou false pariaryd traytoure, 8 
thou hast yll kept thy promys, thou art not worthy to 
be byleuyd, Cayme/ quod Huon, ' other good getteste 
thou none of me / for thou arte not worthy to be harde, 
when thou haste slayne thy dere brother by false enuy 12 
and cursyd treason wherof thou arte ful / go thy waye, 
traytoure, to moche yll 8 can not be done to 4 the / be 
contente with the tonne that thou arte in / thou 
nedyste not fere of any fresshynge nor of more 16 
fourtherynge for me, well hast thou deseruyd it, but 
within short tyme thou shalte haue worse payne and 
sorowe.' * A, traytoure/ quod Cayme, ' and false Iyer, 
thou hast loste thy parte of paradyse.' ' Thou lyeste/ 20 
quod Huon / * to 4 the, ought to be kepte nother fay the 
nor promys, bycause thou haste slayne Abell thy 
brother, wherfore thou arte nowe ponysshyd, and well 
hast thou deseruyd it 9 / ' A, false Iyer/ quod Cayme, 24 
'suptylly thou haste deseyuyd 5 me by thy false wordy s 
and subtyltyes / I see well thou shalte 0 go 7 hense and 
leue me styll in this payne^ ' sartaynely/ quod Huon, 
1 that I promysed the was but to begyle the / for as by 28 
me thou shalt not come out without he commaunde it 
that, set the here ' / ' well, Huon/ quod cayme, ' knowe 
for sertayne that in all thy lyfe thou were neuer better 
counseylyd, for yf thou haddest delyaerde me out in 32 
contynente I 8 wolde haue. strangled the/ ( A, false 



1 Fol. cxix. col. 1. * had well. 
6 and mocked. • wilt. 7 from. 



3 euill. 4 ▼nto. 
8 Fol. cxix. col. 2. 
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fende,' quod Huon, ' yet thou hast no repentaunce of Hn<m departed 
thyne yll 1 that thou hast done / I wyll go my waye, ahown wm^ 
and thou shalt abyde here sty 11 2 for euer in 8 payne & 

4 tormente* / there with Huon departyd and toke the 
mall on 4 his neke and enteryd in to the letyll waye 
that Cayme had shewyd 5 hym. 

U Now we wyll leue spekynge of Huoti and speke To return to 

8 of the admyrall of Perce and of his armye on 4 the see. Pereia, 

* the tempest 

On 4 the seconde day the tempest sessyd and the see 6 ceased on the 

calme and fayre / then the shyppes drew agayne SeTwp^irriJe? 

togyder as it pleysede god, and aryuyd at a noble citye, ooianderi? 11 " 1 
12 the whiche was as then in armanye called colanders, 
a great and a fayre citye / but after it was dystroyd 
by the noble duke ogyer y e danoyse, he went in to 

ynde / the admyrall 7 greatly compleyned for Huon The admiral 

. ' , , , , , , , , lamentetheloai 

16 whom they had so lost / they though neuer to se hym of Huon greatly : 

more, and Barnarde his cosyn made suche sorowe that 3 fear never to see 

py te it was to se hym ; y e Admyrall and all his lordes Um "** ln " 
wepte 8 sore 9 for Huon, they thought ne[u]er 10 to se hym 

20 agayne. But he that oure lorde Iesu chryste wyll haue 

sauyd can not peryse, for Huon the same tyme came But at that rery 

J _ time Huon waa 

downe the mountayne to come to 5 the porte where as coming down 
the vesseyll laye and the deuyll with in it / when Huon withthe^Sevu 

24 sawe the vesseyll and the fende with in it, who was so cain haTwamed 
howdeous and horryble to regarde 11 that it was maruayle theflend waa 
to se; he semyde well to be the deuyll of hell, his u ^£ lutolook 
hede was as great as an oxe hede / his eyne more 

28 redder then .ii. brynynge 12 coles, his tethe greate and "~ 
longe, and as rought as a beyre,.he caste fyre and — 
smoke oute of his gorge lyke a forneyse, 13 it was no 
meruayl though Huon doutyd hym / for when he saw Huon had great 

32 him so fowle, he had great fere / and so lent hymselfe 

1 euill. 9 for euer after tormente. 8 great. 
4 vppon. 6 vnto. 8 waxed. 7 and his companye. 
8 and pitifully complayned. 9 sore be/ore wepte. 
10 nener in text. 11 beholde. u burning. 
18 Fol. oxix. back, col. 1. 
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and made the sign 

of the ctom. 



The enemy did 
not perceive the 
■ign. 

Huon entreats 
God to oonnael 
him how to deal 
with the fiend; 



if he remains in 
the ship Huon 
will eure)/ be 



If Huon 
from thie ad 
venture, he will go 
to the Holy 
Sepulchre and 
make war on the 
Saracens. 

Then Huon takes 
heart, 



and calls on the 
fiend to give him 



The fiend refuses 
to let him go 
farther, and will 
certainly slay 
him and bear his 
soul to hell. 

Huon, in no way 
abashed, says he 
iaCainj 



to a roke the better to beholde hym / Hhen he blyssed 
hym with the synge of the crosse, recommaundynge 
hymselfe to the saue garde of our lord 2 Iesu chryst 2 / 
it fortuned so the same teme that y* enemy sawe hym 4 
not 'A, s very god,' 3 quod Huon, 'I praye and 
requyre the humbly to conseyl me in what maner 
I shuld trust in this fowle fende who is fereful to 
beholde, I haue merueyll how I myght be aquentyd 8 
vriih hym, wheder I myght trust to be in the shyppe 
with hym / sertaynly I haue great dought that he wyll 
cast me in to the see or elles alee me on the other syde 
of, y e se I wote not what to do / for I most be fayne to 12 
trust hym, or elles 4 retourne in to the deserte, where 
as I shall dey 6 for rage, 5 and neuer to 6 se wyfe nor 
chylde. But syn 7 it is thus I shal aduenture myselfe 
with hym / and yf I may escape fro this aduenture, 16 
I shall go to the holy sepulture wher as our lorde Iesu 
chryst was quycke and dedde / and then I shal make 
warre vpon the Sarasyns ' / then duke Huon toke on 8 
hym herte and corage, and with y e mal on 8 his neke he 20 
marchyd forth fersly / then he callyd the enemy and 
sayd / 1 0 thou that kepest this wessell and passage, 
passe me in contynente ouer this see and sette me 
a londe on 8 the other syde ' / when the deuyll sawe 24 
Huon with the mal on 8 his neke and spekynge so 
fersly, he sayd, ' what arte thou, wheder wylt thou go, 
or what dost thou seke for here, or how art thou so 
bolde to come heder, thou shalt neuer go ferther. But 28 
I shal cast the in the see or strangell the, and then 
bere thy soule in to hell.' 

9 1T when Huon hard hym, he began to trymble, but 
he was no thinge abasshyd / for yf he had fayntyd or 32 
taryed to haue made answere he had incontynent be 10 



1 and. «-» god, but. »-» good Lord. 4 to. 
'- 6 with famine. 6 more. 7 seeing. 8 vppon. 
• FoL cxix. back, col. 2. 10 beene. 
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dystroyed and slayne / but lyke a hardy knyght ful of 
great prowes, & ferme in the f ayth of Iesu chryst, sayd / 
' hold thy pease, thou fole / for I am Cayme for whome 
4 thou hast taryed here so longe / 1 came ryght 1 now out 
of the rollynge tonne vpon the mountayne : hast the the fiend mast 
and passe me ouer this arme of the see / for I shall and then win 

_ a Cain slay all 

fynd nother man nor woman / that byleueth on 2 Iesu christian*. 
8 chryst but I shall sle hym to the entent that hell maye 
be fyllyd with theyr sowles ' / when the fende harde 
Huon say so he had great ioye, and sayde / ' Cayme, 
whye haste thou made me tary here so longe as I haue 
12 done, I am ioyfull of thy comynge / for I coud neuer 
haue departyd out of this place without thou haddest 
bene delyuerid out of the tonne, therf ore, Cayme, come The fiend joyfully 

, . , . , _ . _ _ _ _ invites Cain to 

on thy waye, enter into this shyppe 3 / and I snal enter the ship: 
16 brynge the where as thou wylte be / gladly I wyll passe J^^ugiadiy 
the ouer the see to the entente that thou shuldest sle the sea. 
chrysten men and'Sarasyns / to haue theyr sowles into 
helT / Then Huon enteryd into the shyppe com- 
20 maundynge 4 hymselfe to our lorde Iesu chryste : and 

sayd, 'quyckly passe me ouer' / or 5 Huon thought Very quickiythe 
that he had bene cone but .ii. legys. he was ouer on the the land on the 

° ° _ , , other side of the 

other syde, wherof Huon had great maruayle that he sea, 

•» . A . . . and Huon thanks 

24 was so sone ouer, and thankyd our lorde god that he ood for his 
was out of that daunger: then he toke leue of the He takes leave of 
enemy, and sayd, 'farewell, I wyll retourne agayn pairing to 
3hortely, within these thre dayes thou shalte here Says™ 

28 tydynges of me' / 6 then the fende answeryd shortely 
and sayde, ' Cayme, go thy waye quyckely, & hast the 
7 to the entent that when thou retournyst into hell, thou 
shalte haue good chere of our maysters, who greatly 

32 desyreth thy comynge ' / then Huon departyd quyckely / Huon departed 

* quickly, and 

he thought euer the deuyl had folowed hym / 8 then approached the 

° * . city of Colanders, 

Huon 8 went so longe that he aprochyd to a citye 

1 euen. 2 in. 8 presently. 4 recommending. 
6 Before. 6 and. * Fol. oxx. col. 1. and he. 
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[Ca. cxxxiiL 



and in the even- callyd Colanders / glad was Huon when ho had loste 

with the mallei the syghte of the 1 spryghte 1 / and in the euynnynge he 

on hi* neck. enteryd into the citye of colanders with the mall on 2 

TheSaraceni his necke / the paynyms and Sarasyns 8 within the 4 

marrelled to tee ' 

him come aione citye had great maruayle when he cam alone afote 

on foot, end 

armed, clene armyd into the citye / and amonge other there 

and demanded of was one demaundid of hym what he was and why 

him who he wa*. " 

he wente so alone armyd / then Huon answeryd hym 8 
ferely to ahasshe hym therwith, and sayd, 'I am 
Cayme who hy myne ylnes slew Ahell my hrother, 
wherwttA god was angery with me / hut or 4 it he longe 
He u Cain, come tyrae I shall take suche vengauwce that as many men, 12 

to deetroy all who 

believe in the uw or women, or chyldren, as I fynd hyleuynge in the 
lawe of Iesu chryst, I shall dystroy them all in such 
wyse that the paynyms and Sarasyns shal haue no 
dought for any yll 8 that they shall do to* them / for I 16 
shall dystroye and sle them all, nother sparynge olde 
nor yong ' / when the paynyms harde that they were 
T^^jhuhe^ ^ioyfull / and that nyght saruyd well 8 Huon and made 
Haonand^ hym great feste, bycause they trustyd that he shulde 20 
joyfully, dystroye all chrystendome, and sayd amonge them 

becaoee the day selues that he was as then 9 welcom thether bycause the 

before the admiral 

of Pereia had uid citye was besegyd the day before by the ad my rail 

eie^e to the city, ' *' 

of Perce / thus Huon had great ioye & feaste made to 6 24 
hym ; and after supper he was broughte to 10 a 11 ryche 
chambre wherin he laye and slept u tyll 18 the nexte 
mornynge. 

% 14 How Huon 15 had great ioye when he sawe 28 
the admyrall of Perce before Colanders 
where he foughte with the Sarasyns. 

Ca. C.xxxiii. 

*-* euill Spirit. * vppon. 8 that were. 4 before. 
6 euill. 6 vnto. 7 right. 8 well after Huon. 
9 as then after that 10 into. 11 faire and. 
18 soundly. 13 vntill. 14 Fol. cxx. ool. 2. 
16 of Bourdeaux. 
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Fter that y e admyral of Perce had 
lefts Huon in the deserte of abylaunt 
& how he had a great storme on 1 y e 
see, & at y e2 last there shyppes 
assemblyd togyder & aryued at the The admiral of 

- , 1, \ , , Persia had ar- 

porte before the ceyte of colanders, rwed at the city 

ofCobuiden 

in the whiche cyete huon was 8 in / who was ryght where Huon was, 
8 ioyous when he knewe that y 6 admyrall was come 
theder to laye sege to the cete, and the admerall* was although the 

admiral and 

8orowfull bycause they had lost huon, and speseyally Barnard were 

lamenting tint 

barnard hys cosyn, for he though neuer to haue seen never again 
12 hym agayne. But he had shortly tydynges of hym as him!* Ul€J "** 
ye shal here after / when the admerall was aryuyd at 
y e porte, they armyd them 5 and ordeyned there men The admiral 

ii ,i #11 orders hie men 

as well as they myght to assay 11 the ceyte of colanders, to assault the 
16 They issuyd out of there shyppys & came marchyng ° Uj ' 
towardes the ceyte, and made a great assault / 6 then y e 
paynyms 7 armyd them on all sydes and went to the Thepaynims, 

r J fully armed, went 

defences / then the chatelyne 8 of y e toune came to to the defences, 
20 huon, and sayd, 'come on forth, cay me, it is tyme for and the captain 

calls on Huon to 

you to shewe what ye can do / for here witn out ar the 2 show what he can 
cristene men assaylynge the ceyte / 1 pray you spare 
them not, 0 we haue great trust in you ' / ' syrs/ quod 

24 huon, 'syn 10 I am in this ceyte ye nedde not to fere 
any parson, anone ye shall se what I can do ' / ' cayme,' 
quod the capetayne, ' I pray you go on before, and we Huon is to go 
shall folowe you ' / ' well,' quod huon, s \ri\h this mall mt w^oiiow ; 

28 I shall astone them all' / the paynymes had great ioy Se°enemy w7th° y 
of his wordes, wenynge surely it had bene cayme / hi * mall * t " 
then huon 11 armyd hym / and he hadde a good horse Huon, armed and 
brought to 12 hym, where vpon he mountyd / then he went out of tile 

32 and the paynyms Issuyd out of the citye and found as tvil^nouht 
then the admyrall of Perse and all his company redy ™g^ta°orde7of 

1 vppon. 2 omitted. 8 now. * and his com pan ie. 
6 themselues. 6 and. * and Sarazins. 8 Captaine. 
9 for. 10 seeing. 11 Fol. cxx. back, col. 1. 12 vnto. 
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HUON OP BURDEUX. 



a. cxxxiv. 



Haon takes no 
part in the fight, 
becftuie he had 
been to kindly 
welcomed in the 
city. 



He thank* God 
that once again 
he behold* the 
admiral and 
Barnard, 
and hope*, with 
the Lord's aid, 
to eee hie wife 
and child. 



rengyd 1 in batayle. And when he sawe that the 
Sarasyns were issuyd out, he set on 2 them fersly, and 
Huon, who was ioyf ull of the aduenture that was fallen 
to him, he stepte out aparte to behold the batayle, and 4 
wolde not medyll bycause he had bene so well reseyuyd 
and feastyd in the citye by them of the towne. And 
he well parsayuid that the assaultes were of the realnie 
of Perce, and how the admyrall & his cosyn Barnard 8 
were there / wherof he hadde suche ioye that he wepte 
for gladnes, and thankyd god of y e good fortune that he 
had sent hym, and sayd : 8< 0 very god, ye ought 8 
greatly to be laudyd, 4 for ye 6 neuer fayle 6 them at 12 
tyme of nede that serueth you 7 / now I may well saye 
that with your grasyous ayde yet I shall ones 8 se my 
wyfe & my chylde* / thus Huon sayd to himselfe 
beholdynge bothe batayles fyghtynge. 16 



The admiral tet 
on hi* enemies ; 
the slaughter on 
both aideawai 
great. 
The men of the 
city were 
worsted, and were 
forced to grant 
the victory to 
their enemies. 



% Howe the citye of Colanders was taken by 
the admyrall of perce after he had wonne 
the batayle, and of the great ioye that was 
made to 9 Huon when he was knoweii by 20 
the admeral of Perse and by his cosyn 
Barnarde. Ca. C.xxxiiii. 

Hen the admyrall of Perce sawe and 
parseuyuyd that they of the towne 24 
were issuyd out, he marched for the 
his batayles and set on 11 his enemyes / 
there was great slauter 12 on both 
partyes. But at the last they of the citye had the 28 
worse, for the chrysten men were of a greater nombre 
then the paynyms 13 that were issuyd out, wherfore 

1 arriued. 2 vppon. 3-3 Ah, good Lord, thou oughtest 
4 praysed. 6 thou. e faylest T thee. 8 more. 
9 vnto. 10 Fol. cxx. back, col. 2. 11 vpon. 
12 made. 13 and Sarazins. 
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they were constraynyd to graunt the vyctory to theyr 
enemy es / the paynymes 1 tourned theyr backes 1 and The pajnims fled 
fled towardes theyr citye / & the admyrall and Barnarde p^uedbj the 
4 with theyr company chasyd them 2 and slew them, 2 Barnard, who at 
that it was pety to se it / fynally the admyrall opressyd ent * r **** 
them so sore, that he enteryd in to the citye with 
them, and Barnarde & his company / and slewe and bet 
8 downe the Sarasyns, that maruayle it was to see / the 
blud that ran in 3 the stretys / when the admyrall sawe seeing he had the 
how 4 he had the vyctory / then he commaundyd to admiral orders 
sece the 2 sleynge / and that all suche as wold byleue £^ aughtort0 

12 5 8 on god lesu chryst, 6 theyr lyues shuld be sauyd and Ip^'aTwho wiu 
theyr goodes / and so all such as wold not be christenid baptiI6d ' 
shuld be slayn incontynent and none sparyd, the 
which was done / many 7 receynyd chrystendome, and Many accepted 

16 such 8 as wold not were 9 slayne / thus as this citye was thoee who would 

. _ . . . not were slain, 

taken; then Huon, who 10 entend into the citye with and thus was u» 
the admyralles men, came to the palaye, where as dtJ en * 
he sawe the admyrall and all the barons, & Barnarde 
20 his cosyn / Huon had styl his malle in 11 his necke / 

12 when he came into the hal he dyd 13 of his helme and Huon comes to 

" the palace, and 

salutyd the admyrall & all the other that were there ; salutes the 

J J w • admiral and all 

when the admyrall and his lordys sawe Huon, the 14 loye the othert; 

their great joy 

24 that they had no man 15 can teL '0 ryght w vertuous no man can 

describe* 

knyght/ quod the admyrall, 'your comynge doth so 

reioys me that I can not tell whether I dreme or not, The admiral 

J cannot tell if ft be 

ye ar moche bounde to 17 god that he hathe geuen you a dream or not; 
28 y e grace to saue you fro perell /, then the admyrall / 

enbracyd Huon : and ye may well knowe that Barnarde, *»• embracei 

* * Huon. 

his cosyn, had great ioye, & so had all the other / 

12 then the admyrall sayd to 17 Huon, 'syr, I pray you The admiral asks 

of Huon his 

32 shew me what aduentures ye have had syn ye departyd adventures. 

*-* retired. *-* omitted. 8 through. 4 that 
6 Fol. cxxi. col. 1. •-• in our Lorde God. 7 of them. 
8 as many. 9 receiue were all. 10 was. 11 vpon. 
12 and. 13 put. 14 great 16 tongue. 
18 deere and. 17 vnto 
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f ro Y8 * / then Huon shewyd them all as ye haue harde 
here before, and how he scapyd / when the admyrall 
which ht relates, and oth er vnderstode Huon they were neuer so 1 ahasshy d 

to their groat m J * 

wond«r. in all theyr lyfe / of that he was so scapyd fro the * 

handys of the deuyll, and sayd how 2 he was moche 
AU.tnd especially bounde to 8 god; they were al glad 4 of the comynge of 

Barnard, are glad " " 

of Huon** coming. Huon, and specyally Barnarde / then the capetayne of 

the citye, who had newly receyayd chrystendome, came 8 
The captain of th« to 8 Huon, and sayd / 'syr, I requyre you 5 desyTe the 

dty, who wae * * 

newly converted, admyrall to be my goode lorde 8 / for I promyse 7 
admiral to be hu faythefully to abyde here in this toune as his good and 
good lord. trew seruaunt, kepyng 8 fermely the chrysten faythe, 12 
the whiche I haue newly receyuyd ' / when Huon saw 
the capetayne who had receyuid hym in to his house at 
his fyrste comynge in to the citye, he wente to 8 the 
Huonaekethe admyrall, and sayd / 'syr, I requyre you to geue the 16 
the keeping of the kepynge of this citye to 8 this noble man & 9 to holde it 

citj to this noble 

man. as his owne, and to do homage to 8 you for it* / 'syr,' 

The admiral quod the admyral, ' al that ye wyll I am ajrreable vnto : 

grants thie for " " ° ' 

love of Huon. I graunt it hym for the loue of you ' / Then Huon 20 
thankyd the admyrall / the capetayne, seynge the great 
and ryche gyfte that the admyral had geuen 8 hym for 
the loue of Huon, he had great maruayle of y* great 
larges and courtesy that was done to 8 hym by meanes 24 

The captain 0 f Huon / 10 then he knelyd downe before them and 

thanked them, ' J 

to^admLraU* thankyd them, and dyd homage to 8 the admyrall in 
the presence of all the lordys, 11 and promysid trewly to 
The captain type the citye agaynst all men that wold do any 28 

promisee to guard 

the city against domage therunto, nor neuer to yeld it vp to 8 any 

all men, J 

parsone but alonly to the admyrall or to 8 hym that 
and thus was shall haue his comyssyon / thus 12 y e citye of Colanders 

Colanders taken. , , ' ' 4 

was taken. 32 

1 amazed and. a that. s vnto. 4 and right ioyfuH. 
6 to. • and Maister. 7 promised. 
8 Fol. cxxi. col. 2. • he. » and. 11 and barons. 
u as yee haue heard. 
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% How the admyral of Perce and Huon of 
Burdeaux, and all theyr hoste, passyd by 
Antyoche and by Damas & came to the 
citye of Ierusalem to the holy sepulture, 
& was nobly receyuid be the kynge of 
Ierusalem / and how the Soudans messenger 
came and defied the admyrall of perce. 

Ca. C.xxxv. 

Hen the admyrall and Huon sawe this 
citye thus 2 wonne and "brought vnder 
their obeyaaunce, and had stablysshed 
there a newe lorde and capetayne, and 
set prouostis, and haylyffes, and other 
officers / then they toke aduyse together and deter- The admiral and 

Haon determine 

mynyd, syn tliey were alonde, to send backe agayne to send back their 
16 theyr nauey of shyppes into Perce / & they to go by and to gob? land 
londe to the citye of Ierusalem / for they had fro through Antioch 
thence as they were but .x. 8 iouneys 8 vnto antyoche / *° d I) • ln *• cu •• 
and so to pas by that citye, and then to 4 Damas, 
20 & then 6 to Ierusalem, and there to do theyr offerynge ; 

and yf by aduenture they founde in theyr waye other They themselves 

were of sufficient 

kyngis or admyralhs that wolde let or trouble them in might to resist 

«... any kings or 

theyr passynge, they sayd 6 they were of pusans sufficient admirals who 
24 to resyste agaynste them / and then they sayde how 6 fro them in their 
Ierusalem the admyrall myght retourne by lond into ivom Jerusalem 
Perce / vnto the ryuer Eufrates / and there his nauey to retar^/ian?^ 
mete hym, & so to conuey hym to 4 his citye of Thauris / h*.™ 1 ^ 
28 & Huon to retourne to 4 Iaffe, and fro thence by water 

to retourne into f raunce : thus they concludyd to do / ^ tStu! 1 Wm 
the which aduyce was laudyd 7 of aU the lordys 8 of the J^S^Si 
hoste ; af 9 ter this conclusyon thus taken / the admyrall trom 



1 Fol. cxxi. back, col. 1. 2 omitted. *- 8 dayes tourney. 

4 vnto. 6 bo. 6 that. 7 and praised. 

8 and Barons. 9 Fol. cxxi. back, col. 2. 
CHARL. ROM. VIII. K K 
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The ship*, »(ur comraaundyd Lis shyppis to be dyschargyd of all 

MtUng uhore the 

thing* neceeeary thyngis necessary to be caried by londe / the whiche 
for the journey by wafi ^ one jyjygen^jyi J theyr horses were sette a londe, 

and theyr teutys and pauylyons trussyd vpon mulys, & 4 
Camelles, and Dromedary es / the which caryag semyd 
a great host, there were so many together / the noyse 
and brute that they made semyd to be a newe worlde / 
2 when al the shyppis were dyschargyd, the patrouns 8 
and maysters of the shyppis toke theyr leue of the 
and thtir raut«n admyrall, who commaundyd them expresly to abide 

commanded to J 

•wau the admiral for hym in the ryuer of Euf rates / and so they dyd. $ ' 
Euphrates. No we let vs leue spekyng of them and turne to 4 ou[r] 5 12 

fyrste 6 mater. U when these shyppis were departyd & 
The admiral euery thynge trussyd / then y* admyral commaundyd 
merohanU and thrughe 7 all the countre that all marchantis and other 
•end after hi* hoet able to do it shulde sende after his host brede, wyne, 16 
an5 P g^e°fhu >d ' and flesshe, and bysket to vytell his host / and the 
admiraJof 116 *** charge to se this done was geuyn to the newe admyrall 
colander.. Q f 8 Q 0 i an( i er8 j ^be w hi cne he dyd dylygently / when 

the admyrall of Perce saw 9 tyme to departe, he made it 20 
Every m«n was to be cryed 10 thrughe 1 the city by a trompet 11 euery 

to be ready in the 

morning to go man to 12 make hym redy to depart y* next mornyng to 

where it pleaeed . . 

the admiral, go whether it pleasid y e admyral ; this was done, so 

that 1 * an owre before the next day there was great 24 
and with great brute & noyse made in the remouynge : then y' admyrall 

noiee the admiral, J ° J J 

Huon. and ail the & Huon made them redy, & mountid on 14 theyr horsis 

host entered the . .. 

fields on their way & issued out of the citye and enterid into the feldis / 

toAntioch; . _ 

then the hole hoste toke y* way to ward is Antioche ; 28 
of theyr iourneys I make no rehersaile : they 16 did 15 
so that they passyd by low Armanye & by the hye 
they reached the 16 ermyne, and so on 14 a mondaye they came before 

eJty on a Monday, 

Antyoche / where as they logyd that nyghte a longe 17 32 

I Recording to his comniaundement s and. 

s accordingly. 4 vnto. 6 out in text. 6 former. 
7 oat. 8 the citie of. 9 his. 10 proclaimed. 

II that 12 should. 13 at 14 vppon. 
M-w road foorth. » Fol. exxii. col. 1. " by. 
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the ryuer 1 without that any parsone of the citye made and eucamped 
any semblaunt to trouble or to let them / but they supplied with 

i tx i . i /• i o by the men 

brought out of the citye into y° host brede, flesshe, 8 ofthedtj. 
4 and wyne, and othe[r] 3 thyngys necessary for theyr 
meny 4 / wherof the admyrall and Huon were ryghfc 
ioyous, 6 and coude 6 them great thanke / and for that in gratitude for 

. ,. _ , „ t , . thin, no man 

courtoyse the admyral wolde not suffer that any of his harmed any 
8 hoste shulde do any hurte or domage to 7 any parsone of P * r *°" of th0City * 
the citye / then the nexte daye when they had dynyd, The next day 

ii. . _ . they went to- 

they toke theyr waye toward the citye of Damas / and wards Damascus, 
as they wente thetherwarde they toke sartayne townes and on their way 

took poftsession 

12 and castelles, and brought them vnder theyr obey- of certain towns 

and castles* 

saunce / and such as were taken parforce and wolde not 
byleue in our 8 lorde god 8 Iesu chryste incontynent* 
were 10 slayne. 11 Thus wastynge and dystroyenge the 

16 countre in theyr waye, at laste they came before the 

citye of Damas ; when they came thether they logyd At Damascus 
abought the citye in the gardaines and subbarbes, and thT^rdenS and 
constraynyd them within the citye to brynge them «nd U obUged those 

20 vytayles / y* whiche they dyd for dought of the J^^* 
dystroyenge of theyr gardayns and frutys there ; they 
laye one nyght, and the nexte daye they toke the way The next day 

tM «J »«t out for 

to leru8alem, and had dyuers batayles by the waye / Jerasaiem, 

, - fighting many 

24 but they were of so great a pusaunce that none coude battles by the 
resyst 12 them; so longe rode this chrysten host that 3lS5 ^ir 
they came and logyd before Napelous, and there lefte Theyinext lodged 
theyr hoste, then the next mornynge the admyrall and Jn^u^tfoT 

2> Huon, and dyuers of the great lordys 13 of Perce, 14 ^t™^ 
departyd fro Napelous, to the nombre of foure thou- "{^^^i 
sande 16 knyghtis to accompany 10 them into the ci 17 tye J^ n * 0 ^ l J* next 
of Ierusalem / thether they came abought none, where **>'• 

1 side. 2 flesshe after wyne. 8 othem in text, 
4 com panic 6 ioyfull. 6 gaue. 7 veto. 
8 ~ 8 Sttuiour and Redeemer. 9 they. 10 all. 
u and brought to vtter mine and destroyed. 18 against. 
13 and barons. 14 accompanied with them. 15 valiant, 
*• guard. 11 Fol. oxxii. col. 2. 

K K 2 
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UUON OF BURDEUX. [Ca. CXXXV. 



They were 
Joyfully received 
by the king, end 
the patriarch, end 
the arch-prieet. 



They mede their 
offering* to the 
Holy Sepulchre, 



end when they 
had accomplished 
their holy pil- 
grimage, all were 
splendidly feasted 
at the palace. 



As they eat at 
dinner, a 8aracen 
entered; 



he was a 
messenger sent 
by the sultan 
to challenge the 
admiral to battle 
between 1 
aud Jaffa. 



as they were receyuyd with great ioy of kyng Thybault 
and of the patryarke & arche pryat, who as then were 
in 1 Iemsalem / whom y* emperour Constantyne had 
lef te there and orderyd for the kepynge of the citye ; 4 
when the admyrall of Perce, and duke Huon, & 
Barnard e, and other went and offeryd to the holy 
sepulture / then they went to the temple of Salamon 
and to 2 the holy temple of Symeon, where as they 8 
made theyr offerynges / and the next 8 day they dyd 
theyr other 8 pylgremages to 2 all the holy plases in the 
citye with great deuosyon and reuerence ; when they 
had acomplysshyd theyr holey pylgremages, they 12 
retournyd to the paleyse of the kynge of Iemsalem, 
where as they were greatly festyd and honorably 
receyuyd, of theyr seruyce I wyll make none acounte / 
but one thynge I dare well saye, that there was neuer 16 
admyrall 4 nor kynge better seruyd / and as they sate at 
dyner / there enteryd a sarasyn fowle and blacke, 
callyd Trampoyngnyfle, the whiche is as moch to say 
as Balaach. Then he sayd ahye before the table / ' the 20 
same god that made the fyrmament, and that downe to 
vs he 8 sent his holy profyt Mahomet to teche vs his 
holy law / he saue and kepe Saphadin y' 8 sowdan of 
Babylon and of Egypte, & may confound them that 24 
be his enemyes / to the admyrall of Perce & of Mede ; 
the sowdan sendethe the 8 worde by me / that wrong- 
fully and without cause thou, goest & dys troy est his 
countre & his people without 5 geuynge hym any 28 
knowlege why thou dost soo / & therfore by me he 
sendeth y* word 8 by me 8 that am his secrete messenger, 
tliat he wyl assynge to 2 y* day of batayle*, that is a 6 
thursday nexte comynge, 7 betwene Bame and Iaffe / 32 
wheras there is a playne countre / and he wyll 8 thou 

1 the Citie of. * vnto. 8 ~ 3 omitted. 
4 Admyrall after kynge. 6 not. 6 vpon» 
7 Fol. exxii. back, col. 1. • that. 
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knowyst for sartayne that yf he take the, thou shalte 
be hangyd & flayne all quycke, 1 and all other that I 
se here settynge at this table.' 




4 % Of the answere that the admyral of Perce 
made to 2 the sowdans messanger / and of 
the report that he made to* his mayst[er]. 

Ca. Cxxxvi. 

Hen the admyrall had well harde 8 the 
sowdans messenger, he begane to smyle, 
and sayd 4 to the messenger, 'go and 
say to 4 thy mayster that I sette no The admiral ku 

m ,i i r • ,i i no ralue on the 

12 ^^^^^v thynge by his thretenynge nor by no saltans threat*, 
thynge that he can do, nor I wyll not leue for all his £htVuhWm. 
sayenge to distroye, and to take his townes and castelles, 
and to sle all them that wyll not byleue in Iesu Chryst, 

16 and saye vnto hym fro me that I am not in mynd to 
recule 6 backe / but by the ayde of god my creature, I 
shall go 6 and mete with hym so that he shall not need 
to tary for me, and I shall fyght wtt^ hym my pusaunce 

20 agaynst his to she we 7 hym how they can do that 
bileueth in Iesu chryst / go thy waye & saye to 2 thy 
mayster that he shall not fynde me fleynge for any fere 
that I haue of any man byleuynge in the false & 

24 detestable fay the of mahomet' Then the admyrall The admiral gWct 
commaundyd to gyue to the messenger mete & drynke, fooVanTuSve 
and .xl. florencis; the messenger refusyd it not, but 
toke it, and thankyd the admyrall / & when he had 

28 dynyd he taryed not nyght nor day tyll 8 he came to the he returned to 

Gaza, where waa 

citye of Gasere, where as he founde the soudan & all the sultan with 
his army, the whiche was a great norobre, for they were 100,000 men * 
9 mo then 9 a .CM. men, and all they thretenyd the 

1 and neuer see faire day more. * vnto. 
8 and vnderstood. *— 4 Tell. 6 retire. 6 come. 
7 Fol. cxxii. back, col. 2. • vntill. •-• omitted. 
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HUON OF BURDETJX. [Ca, CXXXVU. 



The saltan was 
astonished at the 
admiral's reply, ' 



and swore ha 

would kill him 
quickly. 

Ha orders his 
host to mnrch 
towards Kscalon. 



deth of y* admyral of Perce / but it is a comune sayng 
that many thiwgis lackethe of folysshe thoughtis, & so 
dyd they / when y* messenger was ariuyd at Gasere, he 
came before the soudan & made his reporte what 4 
answere the admyral had made hym / & when the sou- 
dan 1 vnderstode the messenger, he had great maruayle 
of the great outrage that he thought to be in the 
admyral of Perce in that he durste abyde hym, & 8 
sware by his lawe that yf he myght haue the vper 
hand of the admyral that he wolde flee hym quicke. 
Then he com maundy d his hoste to dysloge & to take 
the way towardis Escalonne / y* whiche they dyn. 12 



How the admyrall of perce sent his men 
that laye at Napelous & causyd them to 
drawe 2 towardes Rames, and how they 
departyd fro Ierusalem ; and how he wente 16 
to fyght with his enemyes. 

Capitulum .C.xxxvii. 

Fter that Trampougnifle, the mes- 
sanger, was departyd fro Ierusalem 20 
and retournyd to his mayster the 
sowdan / then the admyrall of Perce 
and Huon of Burdeaux, who were in 
the palays with the kynge of Ieru- 24 
Bslem J thether they callyd all tlieyr counsayle; and 
when they were al assembelyd, the admyrall sayd / 
The admiral asks * syrs, I pray you couwsayle me what maner I shall vse 

myselfe to go and mete with the enemyes of the chrysten 28 




the king of 
Jerusalem to 

b^t°to meet h ° W faythe, the whiche are come agaynst vs, therfore 
the^hriltun" ° f I desyre eche 4 of you to shew me your opynyons 
miu what 5 is best to be done.' 



Then Thybaulte, kynge of 



1 had well beard and. * with drawe. 
8 Fol. cxxiii. col. I. 4 eueryone* 6 in this case. 
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Ierusalem, arose 1 and sayd, 'syr admyrall of Perce and Kim Thybauit 
Mede, we thy nke ye shuld not abyde them here / but go and meet the 
rather ye ought to departe and to go agaynst your * n * mj ' 
4 enemye8 / for yf ye abyde for them in this citye ye 
shal do great damage to this countre, for we haue truse «in<» he «*■ » 

Are yean* truce 

with the Sowdan for .v. yerys, the which with our with the saltan, 

and cannot In 

honour we can not broke / for yf we wolde haue made honour break it. 
8 warre agaynst hym, we coude not a 2 resystid agaynst 
hym / and also we ar far of fro Fraunce to seke 
for socoure & ayde there.' Then 8 the kyng spake no 
more. Then duke Huon of Burdeaux saydo / 'syr 

12 admyrall, y* kynge of Ierusalem hathe shewyd you the 
trouthe / for yf we shuld abyde here, it shulde be 
alwayes to our reproche 4 yf this holy citye shulde 
be lost, the which was wonne by two noble emperours 

16 as of Rome and of Grece, for the kynge that is here his 
honoure sauyd and the suertye of his countre, maye not 
breke the truse that he hath taken with the Sowdan of 
Babylon / and therfore myne aduyse it 5 that as sone as 

20 we may commaunde your men that be at Na e pelous Huon adrieee thai 

. the men left at 

hastely to dysloge and to mete wtt/t you at Barnes / Nabioos be com- 
and then when ye haue som what refresshyd your hoste, up their camp 
then set forwarde towardys your enemyes / as the Jum*,?* them 

24 kynge of Ierusalem hathe sayd / for it were folly ^thir^eet^aM 
to gyue them leyser to come to far forward / f yrst let ^emy! 
them know how the swordys and sperys of the Percyens 
and Medyens can stryke / who somtyme dyd maruayles 

28 in armes, wherfore it is reason that they folowe nowe 
theyr predecessours 1 / when Huon had fynysshyd his 
reason / the admyrall and all the 7 lordys that were 
there laudyd, 8 and helde that counsayle good that was 

32 purposyd by the kynge of Ierusalem and of Huon / 
and then they departyd and retournyd to theyr 9 

1 vp. * haue. 3 thus. * and shame. 6 is. 
e Fol. cxxiii. col. 2. T other. 8 praised. 
• Chambers and. 
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HUON OF BUBDBCX. [Ca, CXXXViL 



The admiral 
follows this 



takes leare of 

the king of 
Jerusalem; 
Hoon and 
Barnard do 
likawiaa. 



On arriving at 
Raroaa they found 
the host ready 
lodged, 

and the next day 
the boat eeU out 
for Eecalon, to 
the great joy of 
Hoon. 



The admiral 
arranged hie 
army thus : 
the first division 
under Hoon and 
Barnard; the 
second led by the 
marshal of 
Persia; and the 
third by the 



He exhorts all 

to do their doty 
raliantly, 
and specially pats 
his hope in the 
strength and 
prowess or Huon. 



logynge. Then the admyral commaundyd hastely his 
hoste to drawe towardes rames, where as he wolde tary 
for them / the whiche thynge was done dylygently / 
*the host restyd not tyll they came to 2 Eamys, where 4 
as they founde redy y* admyralles herbygers, who had 
redy s apoyntyd theyr logynges. Thus after that y e 
almyrall had wry ten to his marshalles of his hoste, he 
toke then 4 his leue of the kynge of Ierusalem, and in 8 
lyke wyse so dyd Huon and Barnarde his cosyn, with- 
out knowlegyng of hymself e to the kynge of Ierusalem. 
Then they departyd fro y* holy citye, and rode so longe 
that they came to the towne of Rames, whereas they 12 
founde theyr host redy 5 lodgyd. Then they restyd 
them there vnto 6 the nexte daye / 1 then the admyrall 
commaundyd 7 to dysloge and 8 thake the waye towardys 
Escaloune. A goodly e syght it was to se the hoste 16 
dysloge / Huon had therof great ioye / for he desyryd 
rather to alee the paynymes then to be in chaumbres 
with ladies & damosellis; 9 when they were all in the 
feldys the admyrall ordayned his batayles / the fyrst 20 
gydyd Huon of Burdeaux and Barnard his cosyn, he 
had with hym .xx. M. Persyans ferse and hardy / the 
seco?ide batayle led the marshall of Perce with .xx. M. 
men 5 of good men of warre / the thryd batayle led the 24 
admyrall of Perse and of Mede, and with him .xxx. M. 
men 6 of the most valyantys men of his hoste / 1 when 
euery thynge was ordayned as it aparteyned, he went 
and vysyted, 7 exortynge them to do well theyr 28 
deuoyre 10 / then he came to 2 Huon and sayde. ' 0, 
ryght 11 vertuous knyght, garnysshed and replete with 
all prowes / all my hope I put in your strenthe and 
vertue of your armis and body / therfore I desyre you 32 

1 and. * vnto. 8 alreadie. 4 then after haste. 

6 omitted. • vntill. 7 them. 
8 to make them ready to. 9 Fol. cxxiii. back, col. 1. 
10 and prayinge them to quit themselves valiantly. 
11 deare and. 
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tins day to shew out your great vertues wherof 1 ye 
be 2 garny8shed / for specyally for y* loue of you and 
for your bountye I haue taken & receyuyd the holy 

4 baptym, wherof I laud 3 our lord god of his grace that 
he hathe done to 4 me / therfore I desyre you this day 
to she we to 4 the sarasyns that your sworde is to be 
feryd ' / ' syr/ quod Huon, ' god gyue me grace to be 

8 such 5 one as ye saye, and to parfourme in me that 5 
lackethe / and, syr, I truste in me it shall not be let but Huon trusts the 

enemy shall hare 

that this daye our enemy es shall haue no cause to praise no cause to boast, 
nor to make 7 host: 8 therfore, syr, let vs ryde forth and ie anxious to 

ride forward. 

12 suerly / for by the grace of god I haue hope that this 
daye we shall gyue 9 our enemy es so moch a do that 
they shall haue scante 10 ll leyser to graunte 4 vs the 
vyctory* / and 12 as y e admyrall and Huon was 13 thus As they talked. 

they saw the son 

16 deuysyng together, they sawe before them a fare of the lose his clearness, 

and marvelled 

ayre waxe thy eke, and that the sonne lost his clerenes, moch; 
wherof they had great maruayle, by cause they sawe 14 
the sonne shyne so fayre & clere there ; as they were 

20 w anone they parseyuid that the darkenes rose by reason it was by reason 
of the dust rysynge of the horses of theyr enemies, who the home of their 
were hastely comynge toward es them to haue taken %nemi ** t 
them in theyr logynge, wherby they came all out who, trusting 

24 of order / trustynge all in theyr great nombre of men, numbers, were 

_ _ adrancing witu- 

for they were mo then a .CM. ; ferfull it was to se out any order. 
the?ra comynge / so faste they rode, that the one hoste 
myght well se the other / when Huon had well parseyuyd 

28 them and sawe theyr demenoure and dysorder, 16 sayde 
to 4 y* admyrall / 'syr, well ye ought to prayse our 
lord 17 Iesu chryst, 17 for this day he shal brynge your 
enemyes into your handis to sle them at your pleasure ; 

32 therfore, syr, I counsayle 18 that incontynente 19 in 

I wherwith. 2 are. 8 and praise. 4 vnto. 6 a. 
• which. 7 their. ■ and. • make. 10 scarce. 

II time and. 12 now. 13 were. 14 a little before. 
* Fol. exxiii. back, col. 2. » hee. "-17 god. 

18 you. 19 " 19 we hasten and. 
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Ruon adviaes 
an immedinte 
attack upon the 
enemy ; 



It it easy to 
discomfort them 
while they are In 
each confusion. 



The admiral girt* 
the word to 
advance. 



When the sultan 
sees the host of 
the Persians 
advancing, 



he desires to set 
his armies in 

order. 

Then steps forth 
the admiral of 
Dorbry*. great 
and horrible to 
behold. 

He rode a mare 
with a horn lu 
her forehead. 



The admiral 
seemed rather a 
fiend of hell, 
and all made way 
as he came to the 
sultan. 



The admiral 
advises to meet 
the enemy at 
once, 

he boasts he can 
■lay them all. 



haste 19 sette vpon them to the entente that they shal 
haue no 1 leyser to assemble together to brynge themselfe 
in good order / yf we do thus it is no dough t, but by 
the grace of god, we shall shortely dyscomfyte them or 2 4 
they be as8embelilL , ' Syr,' quod the admyrall, ' your 
opynyon is good and resonable / let it be done as 
ye haue deuysid 1 / then the admyrall commaundyd y* 
marshalles & capetayns of his hoste to marche forwarde 8 
his batayles agaynste his enemyes / 8 then trompettys 
and tabours 4 began to sown, that it was maruayle to 
here them / 8 then they set on towardis theyr enemyes / 
when the Sowdan and they of his hoste sawe the 12 
Persyans comyng agaynst them redy rengyd in batayle / 
then 6 he callyd to 6 hym his kyngis and admyrallya, 
who were .xv. in nombre, and said to 6 them / 'syrs, it 
were good that our men restyd sty 11 a season, that we 16 
myght order and renge our batayles / for yonder we 
maye se 7 our enemyes comynge* / Then stepte forthe 
the admyral of Dorbrye, who was orryble & great to 
behold, 8 he was .xv. fote of heyghte, and rode on 9 a 20 
goodly splayed mare, the most fayrest and greatest that 
euer was sene, she had a great home in her forhede / yf 
she were anythynge chafyd none durste aproche nere 6 
her but alonly her kepar / this admyral was fowle and 24 
great, he rather semyd a fende of hell then any humayne 
creature / 8 when he came to a the Sowdan euery man 
made hym way / then he said to 6 the Soudan, c syr, I 
haue great maruaile of the that thou art so affirayed for 28 
a small nombre of men / who are comynge towardys 
theyr dethe / syr, knowe for trouth that or 2 ye can 
order your men in 10 to good 10 araye, I shall dyscomfyte 
your enemyes and delyuer to 6 you the admyrall of 32 



1 time nor. * before. 8 and. 
4 Drummes. 6 omitted. 6 ?nto. T well. 
8 Fol. cxxilii. col. 1. 9 vppon. 
battaile. 
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Perce other quycke or dede* / when the Sowdan 1 
vnderstode the admyrall of Dorbrey, he sayd / 'syr 
admyrall, I put al the conducte of myne hoste into The whan 

j therefore puts the 

4 your handys / I haue great affyaunce in the vertue that conduct of Ms 
is in you, and in the strenthe of your armys / the hands of the 
whiche ar greatly to be feryd* / then the Sowdan ^Torye!* 
commaundyd all his host to set on 2 theyr enemyes, and 

8 sayd / ' syn 3 the admyrall of Dorbrey is with me I fere 
no man of Perse nor 4 Mede,' & so sporyd his horse 
without makyng of any good order. 

% Now speke we of the great batayle that 
12 was in the playnes of Raines betwene the 
Sowdon of Babilon and the admyrall of 
Perce / the whiche was discomfited by 
the prowes of Huon of Burdeaux. 
16 Ca. Cxxxviii. 

Hen Huon, who led the fyrst batayle of seeing the 
the Perseans, beheld and sawe how in disorder, 
the Sarasyns came on wit// out any 
good ordre or conducte, he sownyd his Huon sounds hi* 

trumpets, and 

trompettes, exortynge his men to do hastens forward, 
well, 6 and commaunded his constables and marshalles to 
hast 7 forward, and so dyd the Admyrall ; 8 his company 
24 and they ioyned nere one to a nother to the entente Joined by the 

, admiral's 

ecne of them to socoure other; when Huon saw his company, 
enemy es aproche, and that it was tyme to set on* / he 
commaundyd his archers and crousbowes to shote, 8 so Huon commands 
28 they dyd, that by reasone of y« shotynge of bothe 

perteyse it semyd lyke a clowde, so 10 that there by and inTso they do 
with" duste togyther it darked the lyght of y* sonne ; 2 IwtL 
8 then Huon couchyd his spere and ranne at hym that theIr 

1 had well heard and. 8 vpon. 8 seeing. 4 of. 
* Fcl. exxxiiii. col. 2. 8 and valiantly. * march. 
8 and. 9 vpon them. 10 omitted. 11 the. 
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Huon runt at the 
sultan's standard- 
bearsr with his 
spear, 

throws him, 



and kiHs so man y 
Saracens that 
they doubt if 
Huon be mortal. 



He slew fire kings 
and two admirals j 
and he and 
Barnard are so 
greatly feared 
that the Saracens 
hardly dare 
approach him, 



and so fierce is 
the battle that its 
like has not been 
seeu for 100 years. 

When the sultan 
saw his men so 
slain, he cursee 
the time that he 
put faith in the 
admiral of 
Dorbrye. 



huon of bubdeux. [Ca. cxxxviii. 

bare the soudans standder, who was comynge before all 
the other to cause his compayne to folowe the faster ; 
Huon gaue hym suche a stroke with his spere that 
he persyde hym 1 thorowe the body so that he fell fro 4 
his horse 2 with y e standard, wherof the Sarasyns were 
abasshyd and sore 8 dyspleasyd / then they aprochyd to 
reyse vp agayne theyr baner / but Huon and the 
Perseans encounteryd them fersly so 4 that many were S 
slayne on both parties / he that had sene Huon howe 
he slewe and bet downe the Sarasyns and paynymes, 5 
wolde haue sayde that he was no mortall man / but 
rather a man of the fayrey, for the great prowes and 12 
maruayles that he dyd / for he causyd the paynyms, 
whether they wolde or not, to recule backe and to 
forsake the baner *lyenge on 6 the erth / for or 7 he 
departyd 8 thense he slewe .v. kyngis & .ii. admyrallis / 16 
Huon was so feryd that there was none so hardy 9 durst 
aproche nere to hym / 10 also 11 Barnarde his cosy n u was 
greatly to be feryd, and he euer folowed Huon as nere 
as he coude / then there ioynyd y* batayles of the 20 
marshallys / and the admyrall of Perce set vpon the 
sowdans batayle / then 10 the batayle began so orryble 
and great 13 that a .C. yerys before was 18 sene none 
suche; u valyantly dyd the admyrall of Perce and 24 
suche as were in his company / when the Soudan sawe 
his men so slayne, he was 15 sorowfull, 16 & sayd to 17 the 
admyrall of Dorbrey, ( I may well curse the daye 
& tyme that I beleuyd you / for by you I haue lost my 28 
baner, and I se my men slayne / for and 18 I had 
orderyd my batayle before / this myschefe had not 
happyd / nor that 19 is aparant to fall / 10 then the 

1 cleane. 8 Fol. cxxiiii. back, col. 1. 
8 sore before abasshed. * so before feraly. 
* Paynyms and SarasynB. •—• that laye vpon. 7 before. 
8 from. 8 that. 10 and. his Cozen Barnard. 

18 great before horrible. 13 were. 14 bo. 15 right. 
16 and sore displeased. 17 vnto. 18 yf. 18 which. 
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Soudan couchyd his spere and strake therwith a knyght 
who was great mayster of the howse of Perce, in suche 
wyse that the sowdan ran hym clene thrughe, and so The saltan does 

" great damage, 

4 he seruyd the second, thyrde, and fourth, and when his 
spere was broken, he drewe out his sworde and dyd 
therwith great 1 damage: great cry and noyse was and when the 

, , , 7° . ° , . , _ . , arrnlee are joined, 

made when the batayles loynyd / there myght a 8 bene there is much 

noise, 

8 sene many horse rynnynge abrode in the felde traylynge 
theyr brydellis after them, and theyr maysters lyeng in and many perish 

under the horses' 

the felde a monge the horse fete, and 8 orryble thynge feet, 
it was to se and to here y* playntys 4 and cryes that the 

12 woundyd men made amonge y e horse fete, hauyng 
no power to releue themselfe, but there dyed and 
fynysshed theyr dayes myserably ; great cry made the 
sarasyns and Persyans that fought together, and 

16 specyally where as Huon fought & serchyd the rankes, 
and brake the great presys, he bet downo and con- 
found yd all that came before hym / so that none 
durste abyde before hym / for by that tym he had 

20 slayne vi of the kyngys and .v. admyrallis, besyde 
many other / so that the noyse and crye cam to the 
herynge of the admyrall of Dorbrey, who dyd great 
dystruccyon amonge the Persyans, so that it was an 

24 orryble thynge to se 5 / and when he harde how that The admirsi of 

J J ° ' Dorbrye, hearing 

there was a knyghte that dyd great damage, 0 and had ofHuon'spro- 

n gross, desires to 

slayne dyuers kyngis and adrayralles / he said to 7 a meet him, 
paynyme who had broughte 8 those 9 newes / ' go thy 
28 waye and she we me 10 hym 11 that hathe done vs so great 
damage* / 'syr/ quod the paynym, 4 1 shall she we 12 you 
hym 10 / but I wyll aproche to hym no nerer then I am 
nowe ; ye may se hym 10 yonder how he fyghtethe / and » ssracen 

* •> u v points him out to 

32 makethe our men to recule 18 backe, 14 for there is none so the admiral. 

1 Fol. cxxliii. back, col. 2. 1 haue. 8 a. 
4 complaints. 6 and behold. 6 and hurt among them. 
7 vnto. 8 vnto him.. 9 tidings and. 10 omitted. 
11 vnto me. 12 him vnto. 13 retire. 
14 from him. 
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when "the admiral hardy that dare aproche nere 1 hym ' / then the gyaunt 
•pan on hie mare, behelde Huon and saw how he made the paynymes to 
recule 2 backe / then he stroke his mare with the 8 
spory8. 4 Huon, who well parsayuyd 6 hym comynge, 4 
Huon doe« not feryd hym; howbeit, he refusyd hym not / but cam 

refuse to meet 

him. with his sword in his hand 6 7 agaynst 8 then the paynym, 

then 8 the sarasyn, who bare a great hache in 9 his 
necke, sawe Huon comynge / 4 stroke at hym, but as 8 
god wold, 10 he myst hym, for yf the stroke had lyght 

The admiral kills vpon hym he had bene elayne / the stroke lyght vpo/i 
the crope of his horse, so that the horse fell downe dede 
and Huon on 9 his backe ; and he was not so sone 12 

and lifts Huon releuyd but that the gyant toke hym by the harneys 11 

hjr his armour 

on to the neck & caste hym before his sadell as lyghtly as thoughe 

of his mare, 

and the admiral, it" had bene but a fether, and so he helde and caryed 
hTone n hand U ,° n Huon witA y e one hand and fought with the other 16 
flghu with the nan( j e j wnen Huon f elte hymselfe so taken he cryed 18 
£i^!£m vpon our lord god & prayed hym to haue petye" 
hlswife. PUy0n of Esclaramond his wyfe, for he saw well his lyfe was 

determyned / the gyaunte who was 15 ioyfull in that he 20 
had taken Huon who had done the sarasyns so moche 
The admiral damage / he desyryd to fynde the Sowdan to make 
Huon to the hym a present of Huon / so that with the hast that he 

made he stroke his mare, and she began to lepe and 24 
gaumbaulde, and began to rynne ; and, as fortune was, 
hut the mere, she ran amowge the broken sperys and dede men that 

running smong 

thespesrsand lay on the ground so that she stombelyd, 16 so that 

men that lay on 

the ground, she 18 knelyd to the erthe / and the gyante thought to 28 

stumbles, and the • . i * ±\ 

riant fails. haue releuyd her / but he coude not by reason of the 
weyghte that Jaye vpon her necke / 17 so that 17 she was 

1 vnto. 8 retire. 8 bis. * and. 
6 and Baw. 

8 then. 7 Fol. cxxv. col. 1. *-* the Sarazin, and the. 
• vppon. 10 haue it. 11 armour. 18 he. 
18 and called. 14 and compassion. 16 right. 

le— is an( j thereby. 
17 - 17 and by the great Bwiftnesse of her running. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ca. cxxxviii.J how huos slays the giant op dorbrye. 511 

fay ne to fal downe to the erthe / when Huon saw 1 that, 

he was lyght and quycke, and rose vp on his fete / and Huon quickly 

r ' rises to font, 

when he sawe the gyaunte fallen downe & began 
4 to releue / he hastyd hym and lyfte vp his sworde 
with bothe his handys and gaue the gyannt such a Wb the giant 

to the earth with 

stroke on 3 the helme that he claue his hede to the hu sword, 
brayne so 1 therwith he fel 4 dede to the erthe / and 
8 then Huon sesyd 2 the mare by the rayne 6 and lepte and leapt on hit 
vp 6 vp 7 on her and had great ioy, and so had the 
Persyans / and the admyrall had great ioye, for it had Great is the joy of 
bene shewyd hym how y e gyaunt had taken Huon / and 
12 was scapyd and had slayne the gyaunte / when Huon 

felt hymselfe on 2 the stronge mare, he dasshyd in On the strong 

mare Huon 

among the paynyms 8 and met with the kynge of dashw in among 
Olyfarne, whom he gaue suche a stroke that he claue and meeuand 
16 his hede asonder; then he ran at the admyral of oly *arne. king ° f 
Orcaney, who was brother germayn to 9 y* sowdan, he 
gaue hym suche a stroke on the sholder that he strake He fells the 

admiral of 

of his arm, so that it fell 4 to the erthe shylde and all ; 10 orcaney to the 

20 when the admyrall felte hymselfe hurte, 11 wolde haue ground * 
fled a waye / but Huon, syttynge on 2 the mare who 
was the swyftest 12 horse of 12 the world, ran after him, 

& whew Huon had ouertaken y* paynym, 13 he gaue As he tries to flee, 

24 hym suche a stroke on 2 the hede that he claue it to his and km* him. 
tethe, & so 14 fell downe dede to the erthe / wherby the 
paynyms 15 were so af rayed that after that they durst 

not assemble together ; this was shewyd to y* sowdan when the miun 

28 how the gyant was slayne and .v. other kyngis and ma knighuwere 

admyralles, and his brother also slayne / and all by the of^ne man, Ind^ 

handis of one knyght / and also he sawe his batayle b^ntofllt, 

sore broken and how they began to fle, wherfore he ^JSdU either 

32 saw well that yf he taryed there longe he shuld be 

1 and well perceiued. * vppon. 3 that. 4 downe. 
6 of the bridle. 6 omitted, 7 Fol. cxxv. col. 2. 
8 and Sarazins. 9 vnto. 10 and. 
n and wounded, he. **— 18 of pase in all. M Sarazin. 
J* hee. 16 and Sarazins. 



slain or taken. 
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The king of other slayn or taken / then the kyng of Antiopheney, 

Antiopheney.a , J 1 , , , \ 

ne«r reutire, who was nere parent to y e sowdan, came to 1 hym and 

counsels him to 

hm; sayd / 'syr, thynke 2 to saue thy lyfe, for yf thou tary 

longe here there is none can saue the / for yf the 4 
knyght that is with the admyrall of Perce hap to com 
hether thy lyfe is lost, therfore I counsayle the to 
departe and sane thy sclfe / elles thou art hut dede.' 

and the sultan, then the sowdan 8 with a 3 .xx. with hym departyd and 8 

with twenty men, 

departs toward* toke the waye by the se syde to go towardys 4 Acre, 

belongs to the the whiche as then partaynyd to 1 y 4 sarasyns, and 

Hoon, mounted Huon, who was mountyd on 5 the pusaunt mare, betyng 

mve^bratTdown downe his enemy es so that none durste abyde his 12 

ind^o^can strokys; and the admyrall of Perce folowynge him, 

abide hb strokes, pegajjyugg that \yj ye jjy e prowes of Huon his enemyes 

were confoundyd 6 , and sawe well ho we 7 there was no 
humayne body that had any powre to resyst agaynst 16 
hym 8 without deth / then he sayd to 1 his lordys and to 

, Barnarde / 1 syrs/ quod y e admyral, ' yonder before you 

ye may se maruayles and thyngis incredeble to be 
declaryd / for ye may se there is none so pusaunt 9 that 20 
can resyst agaynst my frende Huon / 10 wolde to god 7 

The admiral he were vnmaryed / then he shulde neuer departe fro 

wishes that Hoon 

could always stay me, for I wolde then gyue nym my doughter; 11 I shall 

be so 12 sore dyspleasyd 18 when he shall depart fro me ' / 24 
thus as ye haue herd the admyrall of Perce 14 sayd to 1 
his company, and so sleynge and betynge downe the 18 

The admiral and sarasyns that fled / the admyrall and Barnard f olowyd 

Barnard follow ' _ ' ... , , , « ft 

Huon, Huon, but by reason of his good hors he was so 28 

his good hone, he far before them that they coude not ouertake hym, for 
HTO?s^ h ireis he desyryd nothyng so moche as 18 to ouertake the 
sultan?* 116 Ul- sowdan, who was fleynge as fast as he myght towardys 

the citye of Acre / when the admyral sawe that he 32 

1 vnto. * how. *- 3 and about 
* Fol. cxxv. back, col. 1. 6 vppon. 6 and discomfited. 

I that 8 and escaped. 9 and strong. 10 I. 

II in mariage. 12 verie. 13 and discomforted. 
14 and Media. 16 Paynims and. 16 he did. 
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coude not ouertake Huon, then he and Barnard enteryd 
in amonge the sarasyns who were fleynge away; the 
admyrall and Barnarde slewe & het them downe that 1 The admiral and 

4 petye it was to se 2 / f or wttA the blode of y e dede fJ^gtwLm^ 
8 sarasyns theyr swordys were all 4 tayntyd red; yf I 
shuld shewe all the hye prowes 6 that was 5 done there 
that daye, it shuld 6 be ouer longe to reherse / but 

8 I dare well saye that by the great prowes of Huon the and, owing to the 

" great proweu of 

batayle was vawquesshyd and clene dyscomfytyd / the Huon, the enemy 

. it vanquished. 

7 Percyans chasyd the sarasyns and paynyms 8 and 
slew an[d] 9 10 bet them downe, the chase enduryd more 
12 then .iiii. legis / and the admyrall had great maruayle 
that he coud not ouertake nor here no 11 thyng of Huon / 
who chasyd styll the sowdan & folowid hym so longe 
that Huon found the sowdan 12 alone / for his men coud AtiaetHuon 

• — cornea up with the 

16 not folowe hym so fast for 13 theyr horses wer so wery euiun; 

that they coude 14 go no 15 further / y e sowdan rode on 16 men being* unable 
a pusaunt 17 horse / and Huon, who folowed hym on 1 * bJmT Pnpwith 
the pusaunt mare, anone ouertoke hym / 18 when he came 

20 nere to the sowdan / he sayd, ' 0 thon 19 sowdan, great 
shame 20 thou maiest haue when thou fleest thus 21 away 
all alone without 11 company, tourne thy shylde agaynst Huon challenges 

the eultan to 

me or elles I shall sle the fleynge.' when the sowdan 22 light. . 

24 harde Huon he had great 23 fere 28 / for he knew well it 
was he by whome he had 24 so great losse, 25 and by 
whome so 15 many kyngis & admyrallis had bene slayn, 
and thought to hymselfe yf he tournyd 26 not 27 he 

28 shulde be slayne, wherfore he toke corage to hymselfe, The euiun takee 
seynge that Huon was alone as well as he, and also he n^u^^ 8 

also. 

1 great 2 and behold them. 8 Paynims and. 
4 all after taynted. *- 6 and maruailous deedes that were. 
6 would. T Fol. cxxv. back, col. 2. 
s Paynims before Sarasyns. • add in text. 10 did. 
» any. w all. 13 because. 14 not u omitted. 
16 vppon. 17 and a goodly. 18 and. 19 traitorous. 
20 and reproach. 21 thus after away. a had well. 
**— 81 maruaile and was greatly feared. 24 received. 
24 and damage. 29 returned. 27 that. 
CHARL. ROM. Till. L L 
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thought that it shulde not be longe or 1 he were 
socourid with some of his men that folowyd hym, 
& therfore, lyke a hardy knyght, he toomyd his horse 
They nm fiercely hede towardis Huon / who fersly ran together 2 & gaue 4 

together, end bed " *~ 

not the suitan eche other great strokys, but it had bene 8 but a 4 small 

been rescued by 

bis men, be profyght 6 to the sowdan and 5 he had not bene rescued 
perished! by his men, for 6 Huon had elles 4 slayne hym / but 
thether came a 7 .xl. knyghtys sarasyns, and they al ran 8 
at Huon / who was sore 8 abasshyd when he saw hym 
selfe so enclosyd with his enemyes ; how beit he myght 
haue sauyd hymselfe welynowe yf he had lyst to 
Huon, sore haruel fled awaye / but for any fere of them he wolde 12 

abashed, will not , . 1ft , 

flee, and deals hie not ne, but 9 he delte suche strokys 10 amonge them that 

strokes am ong 

them ; there was none so hardy that durste aproche nere 11 hym, 

great slaughter so sore they feryd hym / for he strake none with a full 

stroke but that his hede was clouen to the bray ne 12 / 16 
when they sawe 18 they coude not take nor sle hym, 
they were 14 sorowful 15 ; then the sowdan cryed and 
sayd, ' syrs, on 4 vpon hym, great shame it is to 11 you all 
when by the body of one man ye are so put backe, and 20 
The suitan tens ye se wel 13 he hathe no socoure / go and sle the mare 

bis men to slay _ . . . , _ 

Huon'smare, that he rydethe on 19 with sperys and dartis / then he 
overcome. shall be sone ouercome / and ye know well 13 it is he 

by 4 whome I haue sufferyd al my great 17 damage / it is 24 
he that hathe slayne my men, and by hym I haue lost 
if they let Huon the batayle / yf he scape 18 you ye ought neuer to be sene 

escape them, 

never more ought m any pry n 068 court / when the paynyms 19 vnderstode 

they to be seen in „ , __ 

prince's court. theyr sowdan, they then 20 sore opressyd Huon, who 28 
dyd ai merueyles 22 , but his pusaunce and vertu shulde 23 

1 before. * one at another. 3 vnto the sowdan. 
4 omitted, *-* if. 6 if they had not come when they did. 
7 about 8 dismayed and. 9 and. 
10 Fol. exxvi. col. 1. n vnto. 
13 or to the teeth, so that they needed after no Surgeon. 
13 that 14 right u and angrie. 16 vppon. 
17 losse and. 18 from. 19 and Sarazins had well. 
20 then after they. u great 28 in armes. 
» but 
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lytell auayle 1 hym yf he had not bene shortely 2 Huon did 

marvels, bat his 

socoryd / and also by reason of the riche stonys and power would hart 
pedes that were on s hym / then the 4 Sarasyns, who of hi no^hee^*' 
4 .zL were lefte alyue but .xxviii., they saw well 6 they p^d^Trtonafh* 
coud not haue 6 Huon without fyrst 7 they slewe the h * d<mhlm * 
mare that he rode on 1 : therfore they cast at her dartys The saneens 

out their darte at 

& iauelyns in suche wyse that fynally they slew her Haon'a mare, 

and finally slew 

8 vnder hym, wherof Huon was 8 sorowfuP, and was her under him. 
10 then in 11 fere of his lyfe / then he callyd vpon our Huon, in fear of 

his life, calli on 

lorde lesu chryst to haue petye 12 of his sowle, for our Lord Jeeus 
he saw that his lyfe was at an ende, & sayd, 'dere pity on him, 
12 lord lesu chryst, I pray the by thy swete marcy to and reoommende 
haue 18 compassyon of my wyfe u who is in great parel Mttie daughter 

Claryet into God'a 

and pouertye for the loue of me without any deserte of safe keeping, 
her part, and also I recommende into thy sauegarde my 
16 lytell doughter Claryet.' After that Huon had made 
his prayer to 16 our lorde l6 god, he toke his shyld and 
his sworde in his hande afote, and he saw where there 
grewe a busshe, he went thether and set his backe Huoneetehie 

° ' back again* a 

20therto that the sarasyns 17 shuld not come behynde hueh,andeo 

stands at bay, - — 

hym, 18 so he stode at a baye lyke a wylde bore baytyd but not a paynim 

oan hurt hie flash. 

with houndis, there was not so hardy a paynyme 19 that 
curat assayle hym / they cast at hym sperys and dartis, 

24 but they coude neuer hurte his fiesahe, he coueryd 
hymselfe so well 20 with his shyld that nothynge coud 
touche 21 hym. The sowdan, seyng that no thynge 
coude hurte hym / he sayd to his men, ' a, ye false 18 

26 vntrewe cowardis, of mahomet be ye cursyd, when ye 

can not slee nor take one man alone* / 18 then the Then the tuitan 

himself 

sowdan approchyd 16 Huon and gaue hym a great stroke approached Huon, 

1 haue auailed. 2 aided 6c 9 vppon. 
4 Paynims and. * that 6 ouercome. 

T first after mare. 8 right. 9 and sore displeased. 
10 as. 11 great u and compassion. w pi tie and. 
14 Escleremond. 16 vnto. M Fol. cxxvi. col. 2. 
17 and Paynims. 18 and. 19 or Sarazin. 
80 and so surely. 21 pierce. 

L L 2 
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mndbrokthii so that he brake his sbyld in two peces, wherof Huon 

ehield Into two 

piocM. then was in 1 fere of dethe / then the sowdan drew 

backe and lokyd behynde hym into the playnes of 
Looking behind Karnes wheras the great batayle had bene / and then he 4 
££iiwMtfc| Un aawe comynge the admyrall of Perce with .xx. thou- 
wtlh»,<w^ U sande men, and they came to seke for Huon / 2 when 
coming to Huont ^ e 80W( j an that 8ocour8 were comynge to 5 Huon / 
the whiche he knew by reason of the great baner 8 
of Perce / then the sowdan sayd to 8 his men / ' syrs, 
The sniun then let vs leue this enemye, who by force of armys can not 
this enemy, who be 4 vanquesshid / let vs sane our lyues, for yonder I se 
a>^Vtore« comynge the admyral of Perce / for 2 yf we tary longe 12 
NeaTthemwaa here we 6 are all dede 6 & dystroyed.' Nere to 3 then* 
te^tSTjZak, was y € see syde abought a lege fro Iaffe, the way 
wsT* 7 ' towardis Surrey / there was redy a galey the which the 
SSoTwd 0111 bad sent thether fro the citye of Escaloune / 16 

thither rode the the sowdan rode thether: and his men lefte and 

saltan. ' 

Huon, right forsoke 6 Huon, who was ryght wery and coud not 

weary, could not ' "° " 

hare home up so longe haue enduryd, nor had not enduryd so longe but 

long save for the 

precious stones for the 7 vertue that was in the rych stones 8 that 20 

about him. 

were abought hym. The sowdan to saue his lyfe he 
The sultan and and his men dyd so moch that they came to the place 

his men enter the 

galley, and leave where as the galey was / and enteryd in to it in 2 great 
the eea shore. haste 10 for 11 sauegarde of theyr lyues, & u forsoke 6 24 
theyr horses on 18 the see syde. 



f How the admyral of Perce 14 fomid Huon, 
where as he hadde foughte with .xl. men 
sarasyns, and howe the sowdan fled to 28 
acre / and how the admyral of Perce 14 

1 great 2 and. 8 vnto. 4 oueroome nor. 

*-* shalbe all slaine. 6 did forsake. 
T Fol. cxxvi. back, col. 1. • and pearl es. • as. 
10 as they could by any meanes. n the. u they. 
13 vppon. 14 and Media. 
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besegid hym there; and of the 1 vysyon 
that Huon had in a 2 nyght. Ca, Cxxxix. 

Ftcr that the Sowdan was thus fled 
and departyd, the admyrall of Perce 8 The admiral of 
came to the place where as Huon where Huon is, 
was sore wery of trauayle, and saw 4 *° nyr9mrji 
abought hym 6 laye dede 5 a great the admiral 

marvels at the 

nombre of men slayne, wherof they number of men 
had 6 maruayle; the admyrall, seynge Huon alone, around!*** 
began 7 to wepe for petye and for ioy that he had, and Hewespeforjoj 

- , « , , it seeing Huon, 

sayd, 'O ryght noble 8 knyght, moste excellente of all and tin*, hi* 
12 other leuynge in this world, to whome in prowes and p^ * i * #,, 
valure none can compare 9 / ye are the myrour of all 
knyghtis / the temple of trouthe / the resort 10 of wedowea 
and of 6 orphelyns / to whome god hathe geuyn so 
16 great 11 grace that none can saye 12 the bountye that is 
in you / by whome the honure of the Percyans and 
Medyens this day is sauyd and kepte / I desyre 
you ryght cordeally, 18 my dere frynd, 14 shewe me yf ye then the admiral 
20 haue any hurt wherby ye shulde be in any parell' 1 * /. received any hurt, 
'syr/ quod Huon, 'it apartaynethe 16 not to 17 me to Huon disclaim* 

any merit in 

haue suche hye wordys or prayes to be geuen / I himself} 
ougbte to haue none other prayse but as one of your 
24 other knyghtis, wherof ye haue so many noble and 
valyaunte that they can not be noumberyd / but, syr, 
know for trouth, this grace and glory cometh of our the snooees came 

° from God alone. 

lord god, who hathe aydyd and socoryd you, reportynge 
28 how 18 ye haue in hym parfite affyaunce' / 19 then the 
admyrall alyghtyd, and came and embracyd Huon, 
and after 20 came Barnarde, sore wepynge for petye 21 

1 strange. 1 the. * and Media. 4 lying. 
*-* omitted. 6 great 1 •ore. 8 and valiant 

9 be compared. 10 comfort 11 vertue and. 
u report 13 hartely. 14 to. 16 or daunger. 
16 Fol. cxxvi. back, col. 2. 17 vnto. *» that. 
19 and. 20 hira. 21 compassion. 
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Barnard, weeping and 1 ioye that he had f ounde his cosyn Huon in 

for jo j, kisses his 

eouainuuon, sauegarde, and came and kyste hym 2 .x. tymes, and 

who ought to 

thank God and sayd / ' my ryght dere lorde, 8 well ye 4 ought to 4 thanke 
haringth^aaved 6 god e and the bleasyd vyrgyn Mary his mother 6 who 4 
hathe sauyd you fro so many parelloul 7 aduenturee, 
wherof I thanke our lorde Iesu chryst that hathe geuen 
Haon is tested you such grace ' / 8 then he was of all the barons greatly 
by ail the barons. £ egfc ^ an d they had 9 maruayle of the parelles and 8 

aduenture that Huon had soapyd, wherfore they sayd 
they ought greatly to lawde 10 god in that Huon was 
aryuyd in theyr countre, by whome they were reducyd 
11 to 11 the fayth of Iesu chryst. Thus deuysyd the 12 
lordis 12 amonge themselfe / and behelde the dede men 
that lay abought Huon / 8 when they had bene there 
a hone is 18 a season and sawe that y* sowdan was fled, then a 
w'h^moanST 1 ' horse ww brought to 14 Huon, and he mountyd 16 / then 16 
ttopLu* where* 0 they departyd 1 * thence and came to 14 y* place wher 
belnTSSht!* 88 y* hatayle had bene, wheras they founde .lxxiiii. 

thouaande men dede, 17 besyde them that were slayne in 
the fleynge in y e chase, wheras there were slayne 20 
.xii.M., 18 besyde the presonern great goodes 19 wan ther 19 
the Parsyans, 20 the whiche was departed 21 to such as it 
Toe Persians were apartained, so that they were all made ryche / then the 
made rich by the ^^y^ 82^^ Huon departed fro the playns of Barnes, 24 
Haon leave tu "then they went and logyd in the towne / and in the 



Md^od^m'the mornynge they determynyd to tary there thre dayes to 
detune to**" 7 refresshe them / and on 24 the fourthe daye they 
to^frsth 1 ** d * y> departed bycause it was shewed them how 25 y* sowdan 28 
themseivee. waa departed fro Sayre and gone by see with a small 

1 for. 8 more then. 8 and Maister. * may. 
8 onr lord. f - 8 for his goodnesse alwayes towardes you. 
7 and dangerous. * and. 9 al great 10 and praise, 
li—ii brought to beleeue In. u and Barons. 13 for. 
14 Tnto. 14 vppon him and. 16 from. 
17 vppon the earth. 18 men. 
w-it wan ther after Medians. 10 and Medians. 
** and diuided. 22 Fol. cxxvii. col 1. 13 and. 
84 rpon. 86 that 
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companye to the citye of Acre. Then the admyrall On the fourth day 

the admiral and 

and Huon drew theyr host towardis Napelous, and Huon draw their 

host towards 

there taryed two dayes / 1 fro thence they wente to Nabious, where 
4 Iene and so to the citye of Nasareth, and visyted that !£3£ tW ° 
holy place, whereas the aungell brought the salutacion j^^tiie city* 
angelyke to the vyrgyn mary. Then fro thence they ofNMartth - 
went to the castell of Iaffet and toke it with assaulte, They assaulted 

and took the 

8 and slewe all them that were within 2 excepte suche as caatieof Jaffet. 
wolde byleue in our lord Iesu chryst J Then fro 
thence they went and logyd within halfe a lege of They put up their 

tents and pa- 

Acre, & there pyght 8 vp theyr tentia and pauylyons / Yiuonahaira 
12 and when they were all logyd / ther foragers ran So^mbrou^t' 
abrode and brought to the hoste great plente of food to ^ h08t * 
vytayles / oftentymys they skyrmysshed before the They skirmish 

b#foro tho city j 

cete of acre / But they kowde neuer 4 fynde man nor but the Saracens 
16 woman that durst issu out to do any dede of armes; to venture out for 
there they lay .viii. dayes and no man dyd them any dewUofarnw * 
domag, for the 6 sarasyns wer so affray ed for the great 
los 6 that they had sufferyde, that they durste not 
20 stero 7 / And the sowdan, who was wtt&in, wrote letters The sultan wrote 

' . ' . , . „ . Utters to all his 

into al his countres, as wel in to Arrabey / Egypt / oountries, a* well 

and 8 Barbarye / & Europe, and 9 to al 10 hys frendys, Egy°p£ Bartary 

that they wolde come and socoure hym in 11 his nede; ^ Europe,for 

24 he sent dyuers messengers bothe by londe and by see, Messengers are 

sent by land and 

also he sent in to anthyoche & in to Damaa, & to sea, even to 
al other places where as he thought to haue any 12 Damascus!* 1 
socoure / and on 13 a day two foragers of the admirallis Two foragers of 

t the admiral And 

28 14 went forthe on 18 the see seid, and they found by the the sultan's 
way trampoignifle the sowdans messenger / they toke sea^deT' bJ 
and brought hym in 8 to the hoste 8 to the Admyrals ™e adm^'s* *° 
tent, and ther he was examynyde and hys letters taken t * nfc " 

32 fro hym, the which were sene and red befor the 

1 and. 8 it. 8 pitcht. 4 neither. 6 paynims and. 

6 and dam mage. 7 nor make any semblance. 
8 omitted. 9 aa. 10 other. 11 at 12 any ayd or. 
18 vpon. 14 Fol. oxxvii. col. 2. 
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a. cm ix. 



His letters are 
read, and that the 
admiral and Huon 
learn the saltan '• 
plana. 



They hang the 
meneenger on a 
gallows in sight 
of the sultan. 

The admiral 
summons the 
barons to hie 
tent, 

and bid them take 
counsel together 
ae to the manner 
of continuing the 
war. 



They are to gtre 
their answer on 
the morrow. 



At night all go to 
rest except those 
who have charge 
of the watch. 



Huon spent the 
night in the 
admiral's tent, 
and in his sleep 
a vision came to 
him. 

He thought he 
was at Msyence 
in person, end 
saw the Emperor 
of Germany take 
Eeclaramonde out 
of 



admyrall and huon / the whiche when they herde yt and 
the content therof, ther by they knew sumwhat of y* 
sowdans counsayle / then they toke the messanger and 
brought hyra before the citye of Acre, and made there 4 
a payre of galowea, and hangyd vp the messanger in 1 
the syght of the sowdan and of them 2 within the citye / 
the same day the admyrall assemblyd his* barons 
in his tente, & sayde to 4 them / * syrs, all ye that be 8 
here assemblyd, knowe that I haue great desyre to 
knowo what thynge is 6 to be done, and how we shall 
V8e our selfe in this wane that we haue begonne / ye 
knowe wel the victory that, by the grace of 8 god 8 and 12 
by the 7 prowes of Huon, that 8 we haue 9 obtayned and 
haue here our enemye enclosyd, who can not fie 
without 10 it be by the see / therfore I desvre you all 
that eche 11 of you wyll she we your aduyse what is to 16 
be done / and that to morowe at 15 this owre 13 to geue 
me an answere /, then al the lordis 14 aduysyd together, 
and so among them was dyuers opinyons and reasons, 
howbeit they departyd eueryman to his 15 owne logynge, 20 
bycause they had daye of answere; 16 the nexte day 
folowynge / thus y e daye passyd without any thynge 
done, and at nyght euery man wente to reste / excepte 
suche as had the charge of the wache that nyght / who 24 
went not to bed, as is the 17 custume of the warre. 
Huon taryed all that nyghte in the admyralles tente, 
and aboughte the owre of mydnyght Huon dremid 
in his slepe, & thought 18 that he was at Maience in 28 
presone, and saw the emperoure of Almayne take 
Eeclaramonde his wyfe out of presone / and she semyd 
to 4 hym pale and lene and yl coloryd / and how she 
was in her kyrtyl, and her heyx hangynge aboute her 32 

1 within. 1 there. s Lordes and. 4 vnto. 

6 best * our Lord Ieaus Christ 7 hye. 
• omitted. 9 now. 10 except 11 euerie one. 
11 about 13 time. 11 and Barons. ** their. 
w and. lT order and. M Fol. exxvii, back, ool. 1. 
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shulders / and .x. men ledynge her out of the towne to cause ten of Ma 

men to lead her 

be brente 1 / and he thought 2 she made petuous com- out of the town 

to be burnt } 

playntes for Huon her husbaynd and for claryet her 
4 doughter. 8 Also he thougth he saw passe thrugh y* 
stretes .ccc. gentyll men who had bene takyn at 
Burdeaux when the cytyewas takyn / and he thought 2 »ndagaiiow» 

prepared on which 

he sawe dyuers galowes made, and how the Emperoure to hang aoo 
8 had sworne to hange them all / so that he thought he aTferdeaux!**" 
was 4 sorowful 5 to so that company ledde to* the 7 
deth warde 8 / for in his slepe he thougth verely all this 
had bene trewe, and that he coude not helpe it. Thus 

12 as Huon was in this payne slepyng, he gaue an horryble Hnon awoke with 
crye / so that y* Admyrall and Barnarde awoke ther- the admiral and 
with in hast / thynkyng it had bene theyr enemyes 2 hastily, deeming 
had enteryd to haue slayno them / then they herde come?*"* 7 

16 Huon say, 4 0 good lord, I pray the 9 by thy pyte and They hear Hnon 

pray to the Lord 

grace to socoure & comforte my good wyfe / for sertenly to succour hit 

wife. 

I can not tell, but my harte Iuggyth 10 / that the false 
emperoure wyll cause her to dye and all y* other 
20 presoners.' Then the Admyrall and Barnard rose 

vp and came to 11 Huon, and had well harde his when they hear 

the cause of 

complaynte8, and sayd / 4 A, syr, dyscomfort not Huon'a distress, 

theT assure him 

your self nor gyue no fayth nor credence to dremes / thai it is but a 
24 for the emperoure wyll neuer do suche a velany as to no*credence 'must 
put to deth so noble a lady / it is nothynge but your b#gWen# 
thought and remembrance that ye haue dayly, the 
whiche in the nyght representyth before you slepynge '/ 
28 4 A, syr,' quod Huon, 4 1 can not beleue 12 but that my Huon is troubled, 
wyfe hath sumwhat to do / Alas, to longe 18 1 tary 13 only st an end 
here / but yf your warre were at an ende I wolde g^huway! 
gladly go my way / for I shall neuer haue ioye at my 
32 harte tyll 14 I maye knowe the trought.' Then they 

i burnt 2 that 8 And. 4 right 
6 and sore greeued in his mind. 8 towardes. 7 their. 
8 omitted. 9 euen for thy Sons sake and. 10 thlnketh. 
11 vnto. u Fol. cxxvii back, col. 2. 
»-» haue I taried. M vntill. 
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Th« coandl 
MMmbto In the 
admiral's tent. 



Tbt manhal 

annoanoat tbuy 
will nj not a 
word until Hnon 
•hall have givan 
bla opinion. 



Tha admiral bag* 
Hnon to show 
what ha thinks 
It beat to be dona. 



arose, for it was day, 1 and then eueryman arose / and 
the oure come that all the* counseyll assembled* 
togyther in the admyralles tente / And euery man sat 
downe on 4 benches well coueryd with cloth of golde 4 
and other ryche clothes of sylke / * when they were 
there assembled / the marshall rose vp,* he was a ryght 
sage and a 7 wyse man, and sayd / ' Syr Admyrall, we 
haue comonyd togyther and debatyd y* mater at lenth, 8 
and we haue had dyners opynyones, but we be all 
concludyd to say nothynge tyll 8 that Huon, who is 
therby you, hath fyrst 9 shewyd his opynyone what he 
thynkethe 10 to be done / for it is 11 resone that he be 12 
harde fyrst 18 to spoke* / 6 then the Admyrall beheld 
Huon, and sayd / 1 my dere f rende, ye here what my 
lordes 13 hath concludyd togyther / and how they all 
resteth vpon you iliat fyrst ye shall say your aduyce, 1$ 
wherfore I requyre you for the loue of 14 god / 16 shew 
me what I ought to do as ye thinke best.' 



Huon givea bla 
advice. 



% How Huon of Burdeaux counseylyd y 6 
admyrall of Perce to reyse vp his sege 20 
before acre, for dyuers resones, and to 
retorne in to Perce. Ca. C.xl. 

Hen Huon had well vnderstond the 
Admyrall, and that he had 16 hard the 24 
lordes 13 that theyr opynyons was that 
they wolde not speke tiU 8 he had 
fyrst shewyd his 17 opynyon, then he 
sayd 18 to 19 the Admyrall, 'syr, yf it be youre plesure 28 

1 owght not to be gyn fyrst, this reason for ye haue 

1 and the appointed houre was come before & enerie man. 

2 Lords of the. 8 should assemble. 4 vppon. 6 and. 
• for. T emitted, 8 vntill. 8 first after shewed. 

10 is best " good. 11 first after to speke. 
13 and Barons. 14 our Lord. 16 to. 18 well. 
17 aduise and. 18 Fol. cixviii. col. 1. 18 vnto. 
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tnany lordis can better speke in this matter then I, but 
syne 1 it is youre plesnre and theres, I shall she we 2 
yow shortly myn aduys, and as I wold do if I where 

4 as yowe be;' 8 then 4 Huon of Burdeaux sayd / 'syr 
admyrall of perce & of mede, it is a longe season sin ye since they have 
departed fro youre contre londys and syngnoryes, and fomPer^Md 7 
not wttAout great trauaile and great 6 payne, and that 

8 god haue done you that grace that with 6 an armeri 6 al 
ye haue passed, & taken castels, & haue slayne and here eofer been 

aucceaefiil, end 

dystroyed the cou[n]treys & men of the sowdans of 
babylone and 7 egyp / and haue bene at the holy cetye 

12 of Ierusalem, the whiche is in the myddes of his 
countre / and after that the sowdan hath fought with 
you with people innumerable, whom ye haue dys- 
counfyted, and slayn 8 all they that were with hyra. 

16 And also god hath gyuen you grace that ye ar sauely hare escaped with 
skapyd with lytyll losse 9 / and none ye haue in this 
cytye before vs besegyde and inclosyd in y e sowdan 
your enymy / who nyght and day doth emagen how he 

20 may recouer his losse, as ye may well knowe by his 
letters sent by his messyngers / y* whiche ye haue 
sene and red the contynue 10 of y* same. And, syr, ye 
may well thynke that he hathe sente dyuers other 

24 messengyrs as well by londe as by see to his frendys to 
seke for socoure and 11 ayeyd, in the entencyon to be 
reuengyde of you, wherfore I counseyll you, syn u ye 
be so farre of fro your countre, as shortly as ye can they had better 

_ _ , ' - ralae the eiege of 

28 to departe fro thence 13 and to reyse your sege and Acre, and return 

. x / v into their own 

retorne m to your owne countre / your men be wery country aa quickly 
and sore trauelyd / 14 the Sowdan is in his owne countre / The sultan can 
and 15 he wyll alwayes assemble 16 great nombre of S^mraanT' 
32 peopell / and alwayes he may haue socoure and vy teylles, food ' 

1 seeing that 1 vnto. s are. 4 Duke. 6 much, 
one armie. T of. 8 almost 9 or damraage. 



M contents. u for. 12 seeing. 13 hence. 
M and. 16 omitted. M Fol. cxxviii. col. 2. 
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the wliiche ye can not do nor haue / for here with 1 
great payne ye shall 2 fynde any 2 vyteyll / for the 
u» countre is sore f owllyd and opressyd / & ye can haue no 
80coure fro any parte, wherfore of necessyte ye most 4 
departe / the whiche ye may do without any losse. 
For ye may passe y* ryuer of eufrates or 8 his pepill he 
assemhled to do you any damage / & when the 
They am rtturn sprynynge 4 tyme of y* yere cometh, yf it he your 8 

In the spring 

if they with. plesure, ye may re tome with such nomhre of men as ye 
shall thynke best / for ye are of pusaunce so to do. 
Aa long u they Syr, this that I say is for nothyng that I wold forsak or 
peru.VuorTwiu leue you as longe as ye be in this parts; I had rather 12 

not forseke thetn t 

dye / thougth it be so as ye well knowe / that the 
though he greatly thynge that I ought most to desyre is to departe to go 

deeirea to return 

to France. in to 6 france, 8 where as I haue left my wyffe, my 

doughter, and my countre in great pouerte and danger 16 
of deth and dystruccyon.' 



% How the admyrall of Perce agreed well to 
the counseyll of Huon of Burdeaux, and 
pryesed his saynge ; & of y e fayr offer that 20 
y* admyrall of Perce mad to 6 Huon of 
Burdeaux. Ca. C.xli. 




Hen the Admyrall had 7 hard 6 Huon, he 
behelde his lordes, and all wepynge, 24 
sayd, ' syrs, all ye that be my men, ye 
haue 9 well herd Duke Huon, who hath 
shewyd his aduyce, 10 and therfore I 



11 commaunde and desyre you all to shew me what ye 28 
thinke by the sayenge of Huon 9 / then they all with 
one voyce sayd / 'syr, a more noble nor 12 profitable 

1 without *-* haue no. * before. * spring. 
6 — 6 my owne countre. 6 vnto. T well. 
8 and vnderetood. 9 all. 10 and opinion. 
" Fol. cxxviii. back, col. 1. " or. 
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counsayle can 1 no mortal man geue for your welth and 
suertye of your pareone and of vs all / there was neuer 
man spake better, & therfore all we pray and counsayle Th« lord* of 

m , i , , V , , P«i*tapraytha 

4 you to ypholde the counseyle that he hathe geuen admiral to follow 

Huon's adTtot j 

you* / then the admyrall, seynge 2 al his lordis agreed 
to the counseyle that Huon had geuyn hym / he sayd / 
' syrs, as for me, syn ye are agreed therto, I am redy to the admiral 

agraai to do to. 

8 byleue all good counsayle / there was neuer a heygher 
counsayle geuyn to 8 any kynge or prynce ' / 4 when the 
admyrall had sayd how 2 he wolde byleue the counsayle 
that Huon had geuen hym / he callyd then Huon to 8 

12 hym, and sayde / f syr Duke of Burdeaux, the pyller / 
shyld, and sworde of the chrysten faythe, and the 
defender of the Perseans / and Medyens / we 6 knowe 
well that by ryght I oughte not to kepe you / for 6 

16 reason is 7 that ye retourne thether where as ye were 
borne, and to ayde & com forte your trew spowse and 
wyfe / for whom ye be in great anoyaunce, 8 and not 
without cause /and therfore for y'goodnes and honoure 

20 that we haue f ounde in you, we offer to go with you in The admiral 
our owne proper parsone with al our armye, and mo to paniedbyhu 
the nombre inestymable, and to ayde to reuenge you of go w'thHoon, 
the false emperoure of almayne who hathe done you so rtr«ng» htm»eif 

24 moche yll and damage, or elles yf ye wyll retourne to 8 <mtb * Emparor * 
vs in to Perce at this nexte spryngynge 9 tyme we shall 
delyuer 8 you suche pusaunce, and my selfe to go with 
them in to almayne, so that y* valeyes and mountaynes 

28 shall be full of people / and we shall do so moche by 
the grace of our lorde god that we shall de 10 liuer the 
emperour in to your handis to do with hym 11 your 
pleasure/ when Huon 12 vnderstode the admyrall 13 who 

32 offeryd him so great an offer, 14 sayde / ' Syr, of the 

1 can after man. 2 that. 8 vnto. 4 and. 6 I. 
9 it is good. T omitted. 8 discomfort. 9 spring. 
» Fol. cxxviii. back, col. 2. " at. 
12 had well heard and. 13 Persia and of Media. 
" hee. 
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bat Ant intends 
to try peace Ail 
i with the 



Hoon tbtnka Um curtoyse that ye offer me I thanke you with J a good 1 

admiral for his 

harte : god f orbede that I shulde be the causer of 
dystruccyon of chrysten blode / fyrst I wyll assaye 
with all ewetenes and reasonable offers as moche as in 4 
me is possyble to do to present & offer 2 the emperour / 
to y* en tent that I myght 8 ateyne to his loue and to 
haue pease, the whych thyng I 4 desyre, and wyll 4 do 
irh«isufi- with all my harte; And yf it be so that he wyll not 8 

success fal, then 

Huon wm ask the inclyne nother to ryghte nor resone, then H. 6 will come 

admiral's aid and J *° 

that of aii his to you and to 2 all other that I knowe or thynke 6 to 

friends. 

be 7 my frendis, and then desyre you al of 8 ayed & 
comforted 12 



If there is need, 
the admiral will 
stand by the offer 
he has made. 



% howe 10 huon 11 toke 1 * leue of the admyral 
and of 13 the 14 lordys of Perce & wente and 
toke shyppynge at the porte of thesayre, 
and how he ariuyd at marsell without 16 
fyndyng of any strange aduewture. 

Ca. C.idii 

Hen the admyrall 16 vnderstode Huon, 
he sayde, ' my ryght dere 1T frend, I 20 
can 18 you 19 thanke of that you saye / 
ye maye be sure 80 yf ye haue any nede 
& that ye can make none apoynt- 
ment with y e emperoure, the offers that I haue made 2 24 
you, I shall vpholde and socoure you in myne owne 
parsone ' / ' syr,' quod Huon, ' I 21 thanke you, for I am 
moche bounde to 2 you, wherfore I am yours* / then 
the admyrall toke Huon by the hande, & sayde, ' syr, 28 
I se well we two muste departe, the which greuethe me 




all my. 2 vnto. 3 may. - - 

• thinke before knowe. T of. 

A 



• of your courtesies for. 
u of Bourdeaux. " his. 
» Fol. exxix. col. 1. 16 had well, 
is giue. 19 good. » that 



will and desire to. 



9 succour. 10 Duke. 
» all. 14 other. 
17 and wel-beloued. 
n most hartely. 
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sore / but synne it is thus I must suffer it, l I knowe 
well 2 ye thynke longe tyll 3 ye be gone / the seruys 
that ye haue done 4 me, I can not recompence it / for our 
4 two wayes ar contrary, yours is by water and myne is 
by lond : And, therfore, at y* porte of the sare 8 there is Huon win find at 

, i , i i • , , the port a rich 

a ryche shyp / the whiche was wonne vpon the sowdans ship won from the 

' . sultan; 

men, I gyue her to you, enter into her at your pleasure, this the admiral 
8 and therwith I gyue you .x. somers chargyd with ghr<§ to Hu ° n ' 
golde, & other chargyd with clothes of golde and 
sylke / and ye maye take with you all the Frensshe *nd he may take 

J ' J J J with him til the 

men that be in this host, such as folowed vs when we Frenchmen that 

are in the host* 

12 departyd fro Ierusalem / let them go with you in to 
theyr countre / and after that ye be 8 departyd I shall 
rayse my sego and retourne into Perce ' / ' syr,' quod 
Huon, ' of your gyfte and of your courtoysy I thanke Huon thanks the 

admiral for his 

16 you.' Then the ad my rail sente these somers to the gift, 
porte of the sare, 6 and there al that 7 rychesse was 8 put 
into the shyppe that was 8 geuen 4 Huon / 1 then he 
delyueryd vnto Huon to serue bym al the pylgremes 

20 that were there of Fraunce ; and the admyrall gaue The admiral jriTM 

the pilgrims of 

them ryche gyftys, wherof they were 9 ioyful 1 of the France rich gifts; 
fayre aduenture that was fallen to 4 them / for they 
hadde 10 more moneye at theyr departynge then they 
24 hadde when they came out of theyr ow[n]e countre, 

wherof they thankyd the admyrall / and promysyd to they thank the 

* . , '* admiral, 

do trew seruyce to 4 Huon, and not to leue hym tyll 8 and promise not 

, , , ™ „ , to leave Huon tiU 

he had achewed all his busynes / Then Huon made hehasaccom- 

_ _ _ , _ . , , , m . * pushed his desire. 

28 hym redy, & toke with hym the great Gryffons fote / Huon makes 
1 the admyrall, & his constables and marshallys, and tawi^fShim 
the other lordis of the hoste, lepte on 11 theyr horses and th * griffln " tMgm 
conuaied huon and his companye to the porte of the ah the Persians 

accompany Huon 

32 sare, 6 where as his shyppe was redy f urnysshyd with to the port, 
vyteyle and other thyngys parteynyng therto / then 

1 and. 8 that, 8 vntill. 4 vnto. 6 Thesayre. 
6 are. 7 the. 8 were, 9 right 
10 Fol. cxxix. col. 2. u vppon. 
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[Ca. cxlii. 



and there h* 
takes lemrt of th# 
admiral and tha 



Tha admiral left 
Acre, found hie 
fleet in the rirer 
Euphrates, and 
■ailed into hie 
own country. 

Hoon and 
Barnard, when 
aboard their ship, 
weighed anchor, 
and aailed 
without danger 
to Mareeillee. 



Then Hoon gave 
the ship to the 
master who had 
brought them 



They reet at 
Mareeillee for 
eight days. 



Huon, 1 wepyng, toke 2 leue of the admyrall and of the 
other 8 barouns / for whose departynge they were 4 
Borowfull, and so retoumyd to theyr hoste before Acre / 
deuysynge of the great valure, prowes, and courtoysye 4 
that was in Huon. Then the admyrall commaundyd 
preuely the nexte mornynge to dysloge and to 5 departe / 
the whiche was done. 

H Thus the admyrall departid fro the citye of 8 
Acre and toko his waye towardis Perce / and he founde 
on 6 the ryuer of Euf rates all his shyppis, and so with 
them he saylyd into his owne countre / And Huon and 
barnarde his cosyn, and dyuers 7 knyghtis and squyers 12 
of Fraunce, 8 when they were in theyr shyppe / they 
wayed vp theyr ancers and made sayle. Then they 
passyd the Goulfe of Sathale / and then passyd by the 
rodes and by sardayne / and so longe they say lid 16 
without daunger or let that they came and aryuyd at 
the porte of Marseyle / 8 there they 9 toke londe 9 with 
great ioye / and dischargyd the shyp, and then he 10 
gaue the shyp to the patron that had brought them 20 
thether, wherby y* patron was rych & thankyd Huon / 
whew they were al a lond, they 11 conueyed all theyr 
baggage in to theyr lodgynge in the towne, wheras they 
restyd an 12 .viiL dayes. Nowe let vb leue to speke of 24 
Huon and of them that were wttA hym, and let vs 
speke of the abbot of cluney. 



% How the 18 abbot of Cluny layde a busshe- 
ment of men of armys betwene Mascon 28 
and Tournous agaynste the Emperours 14 
nephue, who was there slayne, and all his 
men / wherof the emperoure was so sore 

i all. 9 his. 8 Lords and. « right 6 omitted. 
6 vppon. T other. 8 and. 9-8 went a shoare. 
10 Huon. u Fol. cxxix. back, col. 1. u about 
13 good. 14 of Almaines. 
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Hroubelyd that he toke the duches esclara- 
mond out of prison to haue brent 2 her, 
& the .iii.c. prysoners of Burdeaux to haue 
4 ha#gyd them all. Ca. Cxliii. 

e haue well harde in this hystory / how 
Barnarde departyd fro y e abbey of 
Cluny to go* serche for his nephue 
Huon / and the abbot, seynge that he The abbot of 

_ _ i _ n Cluny wu sore 

coude here no newes of Huon nor of grieved that he 

_ _ , . , _ „ _ . could hear no 

Barnarde his cosyn, who was gone to seke for hym / newt of Huon 
he was 4 sore 6 displeasyd that he coude haue none other cousin. ^ 
12 knowlege; but the thynge that causyd hym to pas y' The abbot'* grief 

.i i . rt1 , tT was easier to bear 

mater the more esyer, was by cause of Claryet, Huons since he kept with 

doughter, whome he kepte, and she was all his d^ughterciarietj 

comforte / she was so fayre and so swete that none was none waa nice her 

16 lyke her in beauty nor 3 in good vertues, and agayne virtue. 

when he rememberyd the duches her mother, Esclara- But the remem- 
brance of the 

frond, whome he knewe was in great pouerte and distress in which 

her mother waa 

mysery , he was therwith so sore dyspleasyd that al his troubled the 
20 membres trymbelid. So on 6 a day it was reportyd to 7 it was reported 
hym by a notable man that as he cam fro saynt lames ^impaw °* 
and by Burdeaux, howe that a nephue of the emperours Bordwulf to 0 ™ 
shoulde go fro Burdeaux to the citye of Mayence, to n^SbeTofttw * 
24 his vncle Tharry the emperoure of Almayne / & howe Srdea'iunu 
he shuld haue with hym a great nombre of the P ri,0lier »* 
burgesses of y e citye of Burdeaux as presoners, bycause 
on 6 a daye they spake of Huon theyr naturall lorde / 
28 and also how 8 he shuld cary with hym the trybute and and how he 

would carry with 

money of the rentys and reuenewes of the countre of him certain 

moneys. 

Burdeloys, and suche moneye as euery man was bounde 
to pay to 7 the emperour: when the good abbot of 
32 Cluney was aduerteysyd of the comynge of the 

1 vexed and. 3 burnt 3 and. 

4 right sorowfull and. 6 Fol. cxxix. back, col. 2. 

6 vppon. 7 vn to. 8 that. 

CHARL. KOM. VIII. M M 
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emperoure nephue, whom ho reputyd aa his enemy / he 
Thereupon the assembelid a great nombre of noble men, the most part 
numberTfmen! * parteynyng to 1 the duke of Burgoyne, who as then 
was father to Gyrard of Eousayllow, 2 who as then was 2 4 
but .iii. yere of age / 3 when y e abbot had assemblyd a 
and chooses the good 4 nombre of men / he chose the lorde of Vergier to 

lord of Vergier to » • <• • * i o * 1 

be captain. be capetayne and leder of that company / & then he 

sent out his spyes to knowe 6 the sartayne 6 which waye 8 
He learns through the emperoure nephue shulde come; 8 at 6 last he had 
the Emperor's sartayne knowlege that he was logid at mas 7 cou, and 
nephew wm take, ^ e nexte day e he shulde departe to Tournous / 

8 then the lorde of vergier and dyuers other by the 12 
and commands commaundement of the abbot of Cluny went and layd 

the lord of 

vergier to He in theyr busshement betwene mascou and Tournous, in a 

ambush* 

valey / so that by their spye, who laye on 9 a mountayne, 
10 saw the Almayns comynge, abought the nombre of 16 
ii. M. horses / and the lorde of vergier had in his 
company aboue .iii M. horses defensabiy aparaylyd / 
they were 11 ioyfull when they harde by theyr spye 
that theyr enemyes weie comynge ; then they aparelyd 20 
themselfe to abyde theyr enemyes / who were come so 
forwarde that they were past theyr fyrst enbusshement 
when the and were enteryd into the valey / when they of the 
lordof verger's * fyrst enbusshement and they of the seconde enbusshe- 24 
tw the ambush, ment sawe theyr tyme, they issuyd out & brake vpon 
and in a short theyr enemyes, and made a great crye, so that in 12 a 

space slay or take 

pruoner ail their shorte space theyr enemyes and the most parte of them 

were alayne, not one that scapyd, but other he was 28 
slayne or taken / they coude not saue themselfe by 
cause on 9 the one syde was the mountayne, & on 9 the 
other syde the ryuer of some, and before and behynde 
theyr enemyes were they them selfe / the same tyme 32 

1 vnto. *— 2 being at that time. 8 and. 4 great. 
*-* certainely. • the. T Fol. cixx. col. 1. 
8 omitted. 9 vppon. 10 they. 11 right. 
12 within. 
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the emperours nephue was 8lai?ie, who was a goodly The Emperor** 
knyghte / and y e emperour had before sent hym to mSSZ'^S^ 
Burdeaux to gouerne the londe and countre of Burdeloys, Win,elf ,lftin ' 

4 and had bene there the space of .iiii. yeris / of whose 
dethe the lorde of Vergier was sory, for he had rather 
l he had bene taken presoner / then they toke his body *nd buried in the 
and buryed hym in the chefe churche of Tournous, Tournola. 

8 where as they lay all nyght with theyr presoners, who 
were to y e nombre of .viii. c. ; they of Burdeaux that The men of 

Bordeaux that 

were taken as presoners were 2 Ioyfull, when 8 they were prison*™ 
were 4 scapyd the handy s of the almayns. have escaped the 

12 U After this discomfiture they retournid 6 Cluny, Germans, 
where as they were receyuid with great ioye of the ciun'j, 
abbot and of the couente / then the lorde of Vergier ^iTeTbj^ 17 
shewyd the 6 maner of the 6 dyscomfyture / and then 9bboL 

16 the botye was Mepartyd to 7 them that had wonne 

it 8 / then 9 all the men of warre departyd excepte au the men of 
a .M. men whome the abbot retaynyd sty 11 8 for the ^"^"TthOTsand 
sauegarde of the towne of Cluny / who made many Ihe*tow1i tf*""* 

20 scyrmy88his with the emperours men. 9 After this aun7, 

dyscomfyture the newes therof were 10 broughte to the The news of this 

* mi i defeat was 

citye of Magence to y* emperoure Therry, who was brought to the 
ryght sorowful for y e dethe of his nephue, who was his ItiS^™ 0 ™ 7 < 

24 systers sone / by reason of the sorowe & 11 dyspleysure wrrowrllffor his 
that he had,™ he was thre dayes after or 18 he wold nepUew '' deaUu 
come out 14 of his chambre / and on the fourthe day he 
sent for all his lordys and counsayle / & to the[m] 15 

28 he made his complayntis, how by the occasyon of duke 
Huon of Burdeaux, he had loste .iiii. of his nephues, 
& his bastarde sone / & sayd, ' I ought greatly to be 
anoyed 10 when I can not be reuewgyd of Huon / I 

32 thynke he shal neuer retourne agayne / but syn 17 it is 

1 that 8 right. 8 Fol. cxxx. col. 2. « thus. 
6 to the abbey of. •— • whole discourse of their, 
7 — 7 deuided amongst 8 omitted. 9 and. 
10 was presently. 11 great 12 for. 13 before. 
14 forth. 16 then in text. 19 greeued. 17 seeing. 

M M 2 
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[Ca, cxliiL 



As he could not 
be revenjred on 
Huon himself, 



the Emperor 
determines to 
burn Esclara- 
monde and hang 
the 300 prisoners 
brought from 
Bordeaux. 



Thorns were 
carried out of the 
city to burn the 
noble lady 
Esclaramonde, 
and four hangmen 
bring her and the 
prisoners out of 
the city, 

and beat them by 
the way. 



Weeping and 
lamenting, the 
lady calls on our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
to bring her soul 
Into Paradise. 



so that I can take of hym 1 no vengaunce, I shall take 
it vpon his wyfe Esclaramonde and vpon the .CCC. 
presoners that I brought out of Burdeaux / but by the 
same lorde that made and fourmyd me to his semblaunce, 4 
I shall neuer haue ioye in 2 my harte, nor drynke 3 nor 
ete tyll 4 I haue sene Esclaramonde brente 8 in a fyre, 
and y* .CCC. presoners hangyd and strangelyd, and I 
wyll that eche of you knowe that he that speketh 8 
to me fyrst to the contrary I shall hate hym euer 
after* / when the 6 lordis 7 harde the emperoure make 
that promyse, there was none so hardy that durst speke 
one worde / then the emperoure in hast 8 commaundid 12 
great plentye of thomes to be caryed out of the citye 
vnto a lytell mountayne there besyde / and therby 
to be rerid vp sartayne galous to hang theron .iiL 
C. presoners ; all this was done as he commaundyd / 16 
for mo then .x. lode of thornes were caryed out to 
brenne 9 the noble lady Esclaramonde / and she was 
sent for out of pryson by .iiii. hangmen, and the 
presoners with her were brought into y 9 citye, and all 20 
to 10 beten by the waye / when the noble lady sawe how 
she was delte with all, 11 petuously she complaynyd for 
her good husbande Huon, and for her doughter claryet, 
and sayd / 4 a, my ryght swete lorde & husband Huon / 2i 
at this tyme shal be the departure of vs two ' ; 12 then 
she callyd vpon our lorde god 13 Iesu chryst, prayenge 
hym by his grace and petye to brynge her sowle into 
paradyse / thus cryenge and complaynynge the noble 28 
lady was led thrughe the towne / 12 then ladyes, and 
burgesses, and maydens of the citye ran to theyr 
wyndowes and dorys / and behelde the dolorous and 
petuous 14 company ledynge towardes theyr dethes ; then 32 

* of hym after vengeance. 2 at 3 drinke after ete, 

. * vntill. 6 burnt 6 Fol. cxxx. back, col. 1. 
7 had well. 8 in hast after commaundid. 9 burne. 
10 bee. 11 sbee before petuogly. 12 and. 13 omitted. 
" pitiful. 
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they sayde ahyghe / 'A, Tyght noble lady, where is au who behold 

* '■' - : " j, er aak what has 

become the great beautye that ye were wonte to be of / become of her 
for now your vysage is pale and dyscolouryd that was gml b * auty * 
4 wonte to be so fay re, and now so lothely 1 and dis- 
fyguryd / where is become your fayre herys, that nowe 
be so blake and ruggyd for the great pouerty that 
ye haue enduryd / Alas, noble lady, great pety 2 we 
8 haue to se you in this estate yf we coud a mende it ' / 
thus as this lady was led thrughe y* towne she was 
bemonyd 3 of them that sawe her / the .iiL C. ientylmen 
also 4 were led forthe / and the emperour Thyrry and 

12 his lordis rode after them / for his desyre was to se the 
lady brente 5 & the 6 presoners hangid / he made haste 
• because of the sorowe that he had for y* dethe of his 
nephue and of his men, who were newly slayne by the 

16 purches 7 of the abbot of Cluney / when they were As the procession 

f ' " went but of the 

issued out of the citye of Magence / duke Hyldebert, a city, duke 

. / ' . Hildebert,a 

nere kynsman of the emperours, was comynge into the kinsman or the 

Emperor, was 

citye the same tyme that the lady was led fourth, and coming in, and 
20 sawe how rudely they delte with the lady / 8 when he roughly they 
sawe her he knew wel 9 it was 10 Esclaramond / 11 when ^laramonde, 
he sa we her at that poynt, the water was in his eyen, 
and 12 sayd to 13 them that ledde her / 'Syrs, go not he bid them 

, , desist till he had 

24 so faste tyll 14 I haue spoken with the emperoure 7 / the spoken with the 
whiche they dyd gladly ; when the noble lady Esclara- Emperor# 
monde 15 vnderstode the duke / she had a 16 lytell hope, 
she tournid her eyen towardis hym, and sayd / ' A, 

28 ryght noble prynce, haue petye and compassyon of me, Eaciaramonde 

begs Hlldcbcrt 

for I haue done no thynge wherby I shulde deserue to have pity on her. 
dye ' / when the duke 17 harde 17 her he had suche petye; 
that he coude speke no worde, his harte was so full of 
32 sorowe / 8 then-he rode as fast as he myght to mete witfc 

1 loathed. * and compassion. 8 Fol. cxxx. back, col. 2. 

4 were also. 6 burnt • other. T meanes. 
• and. • that. 10 the faire Ladie. 11 but. ** he. 
M vnto. 14 vntill. had well heard and. 

16 some. w-w had well vnderstood. 
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HUON OP BUR DEUX. 



[Ca. cxliiL 



He entreats the 
Emperor to 
racpite their llret 
till after Easter. 



Barely It !• 
sufficient to hare 
chased her from 
her country and 
signories, and to 
liave taken her 
revenues for 



but if all the men 
In hi* empire 
and all the priests 
preached to him 
for a year, the 
Emperor will not 
give way, neither 
will he eat nor 
drink till 
Esclarainonde be 
burnt, and the 
other persons 
hanged. 



y* emperoure, and passyd by the .CCC. presonere, and 

Lad great pety 1 of them / and so he came to 2 the 

emperour all wepyng, he 3 sayd / 'A, ryght noble 

emperoure, I requyre you in the honoure of the passyon 4 

of our lorde Iesu chryst, haue petye and compassyon of 

this dolorous company that ar lykely to dye this daye / 

remembre ho we 4 it is nowe in the holy tyme of lente, 

wherefore I requyre you 5 respyght theyr lyues vnto 6 it 8 

be past Ester / and, syr, humbely I requyre you for all 

the ser 7 uyce that I and myn haue done* you, grante 

me 8 this request for my rewarde, the whiche is 0 reson- 

able and iust / great wronge ye do to reuenge your 12 

iyre 10 vpon this noble lady / ye haue chasyd her out of 

her countre 11 and syngnoryes, the whiche you hold in 

your hawdes, and take the reuenuys & profyghtes 

therof / yf ye be not suffyced with this, I dought me 1 * 16 

that our lorde Iesu chryst wyll be sore dysplesyd with 

you' / when the emperoure had 13 herde the duke his 

cosyn, he stode styll and spake hastely, and sayd, 

'fayr cosyn, I haue well herde you, & therfore I 20 

answere you in breue wordys / how that yf al the men 

that' be in myn empere, and all the preestes and freers 

were here, and dyd preohe to 2 me an hole yere desy- 

rynge me to respyght this ladyes deth and the other 24 

that be with hyr, I wolde do nothyng for all them / 

and therefore speke to me 14 no more in that mater / for 

by the herd that hangeth at 16 my chynne, syn I can not 

haue Huon hyr husbande at my wyll, I shal neuer eete 28 

nor drynke tyll 6 I haue seen hyr brente 1 * and the other 

persones hangyde. For when I remembre the deth of 

myn nephues and of my dere sone, the whiche hath 

bene slayne by Huon, there is no membre in my body 32 

but that trymbleth for sorowe and dyspleasure. 

1 and compassion. 9 vnto. 8 and. that. 
6 to. 8 vntill. T Fol. cxxxi. col. 1. 8 but. 
• both. 10 anger. 11 landes. 18 omitted. 
u well. 14 to me after more. 15 vnder. 18 burnt. 
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11 when the good duke hyldeherte vnderstode the 
emperoure, he had great sorowe, 1 and departed without 
any worde spekynge and without any leue takyng. 
4 But retornyd fro thence 2 he came 8 full of iyre and 
dyspleasure / then the emperoure thyrry cryed with a Re commands 

the despatch of 

hye voyce, and sayd how 4 ho wolde shortly dispache u»bu*ina»«: 
the mater to se the lady brente, 6 and led to y* hyll 
8 where as the fyre was redy / when the lady peraeyued whenMieUdy 
y* place where as she 6 shulde dye in / she cast out a where «h« »ho«H 

die, she Implored 

great crye & made a petuose 7 complaynte to our oar Lord Jew 
lord lesu chryst, and sayd / 'A, ryght swete lorde pity on her soul, 

12 lesu chryst, thou knouest that for the loue of the 
I am chrystened to byleue in thy law, wherin I wyll 
lyue and £ye / I se well my dayes ar but shorte / and 
thou knowest well 4 there is no cause wherin that 

161 haue deseruyd deth / therfore I requyre the hombly 

to haue pyte 8 of my soule and 9 to kepe and preserue and to keep end 
my husbande Huon and my donghter claryet.' Thus htutxmd Huon 
as ye haue herd the noble duches Esclaramonde made Sarieu daugbtcr 

20 hyr complayntes, hyr handes fast 10 bound, and knelyng with her hands 

bound and kneel- 

on 11 hyr kneys before the stakes, abydynge y* our \ng before the 

stake Esclara- 

of hyr deth / Now 12 leue we 12 to speke of this noble monde await* the 
lady tyll 13 we retorne agayn, and speke of the noble 
24 kynge Oberone and 14 his compayne. 

% How 15 Oberon sent .ii. of his knyghtes 
of the fayery, that is to saye, Malabron 
and Gloryande, to delyuer the duches 
28 Esclaramo»d, who shulde haue bene brente, 6 
and w .ccc. presoners 17 who were 18 delyueryd 
by the sayd knyhhtes. Ca. C.xliiii. 

1 at his heart. 2 and. 8 became. 4 that 

6 burnt. 0 Fol. exxxi. col. 2. * pitiful). 
8 and compassion. • that thou wilt vouchsafe. 
10 omitted. « vppon. let us leaue. 15 vntill. 

" of. * King. m the. 
17 that should haue bene hanged. 18 all. 
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On the nine day 
as Esclaramonde 
should have been 
burnt, Oberon 
wmb holding a 
grrat court in 
his] 




The noble queen 
Morgan was 
there, with her 
niece and many 
other ladies and 
knights of fairy- 
land, making 
great joy. 



Otieron began to 
weep, 



and Gloryand, the 
good knight of 
Fairyland, asks 
him the cause of 
his grief. 



It is that 
Kbclnrnmonde, 
wife of Oberon's 
friend Huon, is 
to be burnt, and 
the prisoners 
hanged. 

Oberon may not 
succour them. 



0\v seweth the story 1 that y* same 
daye that the duches, y* fayre 
laramonde, shuld haue bene 
brent, 2 kynge Oberono of the fayery 4 
was in his pales of mummur, 
Vucfas ne nad iioiden a great courte and a sumptuous 
for his mother ; the lady of the pryue Isle was there / 
and also the noble quene Morgan 8 le faye / & the 8 
dameysell Transcelyne hyr nese, with dyuers otlier 
ladyes of the fayery, and dyuers knyghtes 4 of the 
Fame, makyng great ioye ; kynge Oberon was syttynge 
in a ryche trone garnyshed & borderyd with fyne 12 
golde and precyous stones / and as he satte he fell in a 
great study / and therwith the dropes of water fell out 
of his eyene, & 6 began to wepe 6 so sore as though he 
shulde haue drowned in 7 dropes of water / when these 16 
quenys, ladyes, and damysels sawe hym make suche 
sorowe, they had great merueyll / 8 there was Gloryande, 
the good knyght of the Fayery, and Malabron, who 
were ryght preuy and wel-belouyd with kyng Oberon / 20 
8 when they sawe the kynge make such sorowe they 
were 9 abasshed, and syr Gloryand sayd / * Syr, what 
man is lyuynge in this world that hathe dyspleased 
you or done any thynge agaynst you V / 1 Gloryand/ 24 
quod y e kyng / ' the dysplesure that I haue is for the 
fayre 10 Esclaramonde, wyffe to 11 Huon of Burdeaux / 
my 12 frende / she is as nowe led out of the cytye of 
Maience & brought to 13 a 14 fyre, wherin y* Emperoure 28 
therry wyll byrne her / & other .CCC. poore prisoners 
to be hanged / and I maye not 16 socoure them / and I 
am sory therof for the loue of Huon / who is as now 
passyd the see, and is in the wayo retournynge home- 32 

1 Historic 2 burnt. 8 Morgne. 
4 Fol. exxxi. back, col. 1. 6 he. 6 and complaine. 

I with. 8 and. 8 sore dismayed and. 10 Ladie. 

II vnto Duke. 12 verie good. 15 vnto. 14 great. 

15 ayd nor. 
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warde / and he hath had suche aduenturs that there is Huon, after 

enduring many 

no humayne hody coude suffre nor here the payns and paint, u return- 

tag to his own 

trauelle8 that he hath endeured, nor the meruelous land, 
4 aduentures that he hath home; 1 he hathe had so 
many hateylles that it were 2 meruyll 8 to here them 
rehersyd, and nowe where -as he thought to haue had 
rest & to haue founde his wyfe, the fayr 4 Esclara- 
8 monde a lyue, who shall now be brent 6 without 6 she *ndif he 

* ' finds Esclara- 

be shortly 7 socoured, 8 & then 8 I am sure 9 he shall 10 monde burnt will 

die of sorrow. 

dye for sorowe.' 11 when Glory and and malabrone 12 
herde 13 14 kynge Oberone / they kneled downe before 
12 this kynge and sayd / 'syr, we desyre you to socoure aioryandand 

Hftlabron aslc 

this noble lady for the loue of her good husbond, Oberon, for lore 

of Huon, to 

your 16 frend Huon ' / 1 Gloryand,' quod the noble kynge succour the nobit 

lady* 

Oberon / ' that wyll I not do, but I am well contente 
16 that hastely ye go and delyuer the good lady and the JJ^J M i ,r ^ a 
other prisoners that be with her /and saye on 18 my to go and deiwer 

her, 

behalfe to the Emperoure therry, that he be not soo 
hardy 17 to do any yll to the lady or to any of her 
20 compayne / but saye that I wyll 18 tliat he respyght to request the 

, A c * * ^ Emperor to 

theyr lyues tyll 13 the holy feeste of Eester be passyd / respite their iires 

till after Easter, 

and that the lady & all 8 y e other presoners he cause to 
be retorned agayne 18 to the citye of Maience, and that 
24 y* lady be set in a chambre at her lyberte and pleasure, to place the lady 

J J J r 9 In a chamber 

& let her be bayngned 20 and wesshyde and new arayed, with four noble 

, ladies, 

and let her haue .iiii. noble ladyes to serue and to serve her 
acompaynye her, & that she haue meet and drynk wscuyas^rshe 
28 as good & as plenteous 21 as thougth she were his owne d^htwT n 
propre doughter / in lyke wyse let 22 the other prisoners He is to do 
be seruyd / & saye that I wyll 23 he 24 do this vnto 24 the other prisoners. 

1 and. 2 great 3 and wonderful. 4 Ladie. 
6 burnt 6 except. 7 aided and. omitted. 
• that 10 will. 
11 and griefe that he will haue at his heart 13 had well. 
13 and vnderstode. 14 Fol. exxxi. back, col. 2. 16 deare. 
16 in. 17 as. 13 and commauud. 19 vntill. 

30 bathed. 31 plentifull. 33 all. 
33 and commaund that 34 ~ 34 doth thus vntill. 
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Then Qloryand 
and Malabron 
with themselves 
In the place where 
the lady was, 



and they come 
through the air 
with a noise as of 
thunder, bat 
Invisible to all but 
the lady, 

and cast into the 
fire the men who 
would have burnt 
the lady. 



The knights 
release the lady, 
tell her who they 
are, and bid her 
be of good 
comfort. 



It is not the 
first time Oberon 
has aided 
Esclaramonde 
and Huon. 



In a short time 
Esclaramonde 
shall see Huon 
again. 

Esclaramonde 
rejoices greatly 
at the good 
tidings. 



tyme that Eester he passyd / and shew him that he he 
not 800 hardy to hreke or trespas 1 my commaunde- 
ment ' / then Gloryand & Malabron toke leue of the 
Kyng and of all other that were there / 2 then they 4 
wysshyd them selfe in the place wher as the lady and 
the other presoners where; 8 the lady as then was on 4 
her kneys before the fyre sore wepynge, 5 ahydynge the 
oure of her deth / the which had bene nere to 6 her yf 8 
she had not shortly bene 7 socouryd for they were 
aboute to haue bounde her to the stake / when Gloryand 
& Malabron came braynge in the ayre lyke thonther / 
and they were not seyne of no person but alonely of the 12 
lady / 2 when they were come & saw y* fyre akyndlyng, 
8 they toke y* .x. rybawdis 9 that wold haue cast the 
lady in 10 y e fyre, they toke them & dyd u cast them all 
.x. in to y* flamyng fyer, wheras they wher shortly 16 
brent; 12 and besyde them there wher dyuers other 
brent, 12 whereof suche as were there had 18 greate feer 
that none durst a byd there / then y* .ii. knyghtls cam 
to the lady and lousid hyr, and sayd, * dame, 14 be 20 
of good comfort, we ar .iL knyghtis sent hether fro 
kinge oberon to socour and to brynge you out of the 15 
daunger that ye be in ' / ' syrs,' quod the lady, ' yt ys 
not the fyrste tyme that the noble kynge Oberon hathe 24 
socuryd ys, bothe me and my husbonde / god of hys 
grace rewarde hym* / 'dame,' 14 quod gloryand, 'be 
mery and make ioye, for your good husbonde Huon is 
come on this syde the se, whome ye shall see in 16 28 
shorte tyme 1 / when y e good lady 17 vnderstode gloriand 
she had suche ioye that of a great spase she coude 
speke no word, she was so rauysshyd; 18 at laste she 
sayde, 'syr, I ought greatly to loue you 19 to brynge 19 32 

1 against. * and. 8 where. 4 vpon. 
6 and complayning and. 6 vnto. 7 been shortly. 
8 Fol. cxxxii. col. 1. 9 villaines. 19 to. 11 omitted. 



12 burnt 13 so. 



14 Madame. 



w within. " had well. 18 but. 



16 perill and. 
19-w f or bringing. 
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me suche tydynges ' / 1 then they sayd to 2 hyr, 'Dame, 8 
rest you here a seson tyll 4 we haue delyueryd the other 
prysonera, whom we see yonder ledyng to 6 the dethe 

4 warde, 6 and shortely we shal retourne to 6 you.' there 
with they departyd fro the lady, and lefte hyr on 7 ✓ 
hyr knees holdynge vp hyr handys 2 to the 2 heuen, she derootiy 
1 deuoutely re[n]dering thankis to our lord Iesu chryste our Lord Jew 

8 of 8 the socoure and ayed that he had sent hyr. then Chrbt " 
gloryand and malahron came to y* galous, & there The knights 
lowsyd y e CCC. prysoners, and slew dyuers of them prisoners, 
that were se?it thether to do execucyon, wherof all * a *'* v 18 



12 they that were ther 9 , had great merueyl 10 when they 
saw there compeny slayn & coude not se them that dyd 
it / hut they thought there were a thousande knyghtes 
by reason of y el1 brute & noyse that 12 y e .ii. knyghtes 

16 of y* fayry made / wherof they had suche fere that aii the ■pecuton 
they fled away and ran to the emperoure, who was sore tEtng^re' 
18 abas8hed of that auenture / for it was also shewyd 2 Ihotutltdknighte, 
hym / that the lady was reskewyd, and they coude not £ n ftSoil! "* 

20 tell by whom ; But that they sayd they herde 14 great 
brute & tempest 16 / then also the emperoure saw how 
the people came rynnynge toward hym, fleynge fro the They see to the 
galous, and they shewyd 16 hym all that they had sene f n ™ Scribe to 

24 and hard, wherof y 6 emperoure & all his lordes had ukwTpuii** 
great fere & were sore abasshed. 'A, syr,' quod the 
duke of Austrych, ' it had bene better for you to haue It would here 
beleuyd duke Hyldbert, your cosyn / know suerly 17 ye the Emperor to 

28 haue greatly displeased our lord Iesu chryst syn 17 ye to HifdebwlT* 1 
wolde do suche cruell Iustyce in the holy tyme of nqmti ' 
lente 9 / thus after these .iL knyghtes of the fayry had 
reskewyd the good lady and y e other presoners, he 18 

32 toke them and the lady & brought them to 2 the 

1 and. * vnto. 8 Madame. 4 vntill. 
*-* toward their deaths. 6 again vnto. 1 vpon. 

8 for. 0 present 10 and did woonder thereat. 
11 great. 18 Fol. exxxii. col. 2. 13 dismayed and. 
M a. » novse. Itf to. 17 that. 18 they. 
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Then the two 
knight* brought 
tli« lady and 
prisoner* to the 
Emperor, 
and made them- 
selves visible to 
all. 

The Emperor, 
seeing only two 
knights armed 
on horseback, 
sets little account 
by them, 
and asks what 
they mean by 
such boldness, 



and declares he 
will hang them 



Oloryand repeats 
to the Emperor 
the things Oberon 
has commanded 
him to do. 



emperoure, and shewyd them selue* openly / 1 when 
they were in the presence of the emperoure, and y* 
presonera with them / 1 the emperoure saw that there 
were but .ii. knyghtes armyd on* horse back, he set 4 
ly tyll by them, and sayd / 1 how are you so bold and so 
hardy to delyuer and to take out of my mens handes 
they 8 that are condemned to dye by Iustyce, and 
beseyd, that ye haue slayne 4 of my men / and 5 brynge 8 
them in to my presence whome I haue condemned 
to dye / wherfore I wyll 8 ye 7 knowe that or 8 I eete or 
drynke you and all they shal be hanged, and the lady 
Esclaramonde brente, 9 nor I shall not departe 10 hence 12 
tyll 11 1 haue sene you all dye' 12 / then Gloryand and 
Malabrone lyft vp theyr wessera and shewyd theyr 
feces / and they semyd to 13 all them that sawe them 
that they neuer saw before .ii so 14 fayre knyghtis in all 16 
theyr lyues. Then Gloryand sayde to 18 the emperonr / 
' syr, of you nor of your thretenynges we make ther of 15 
lytell acounte. But, syr, know for trouthe / that the 
noble kynge Oberon commaundeth you by ts in as 20 
moche as ye fere your lyfe / that ye be not so hardy 
any f orther to do any yl or iniury nor commaunde to ba 
done to 13 this noble lady that is here present, nor to 
these other prysoners / vntyll Eester day be past 24 
And also kynge Oberon commaundeth you that ye 18 
kepe this lady in your house clothyd and apareyled 
and as well gouernyd, & to be acompanyed with ladyes 
and damoselles to serue her honorably as well as 17 she 28 
were your owne proper doughter, and that in lyke wyse 
these presoners to be newly aparelyd 18 and orderyd as 
well as other knyghtis of your house / &, syr, we 
warne 19 that in all 20 this that we haue sayd that ye do 33 

1 and. 8 vppon. 8 those. 4 many. 6 nowe. 
8 that 7 well. 8 before. 8 burned. 10 from. 

11 vntill. u the death. " vnto. 
M Fol. exxxii. back, col. 1. » but. * doe. * 7 If. 
18 arrayed. 19 and charge you. 80 omitted. 
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not the contrary for any thynge that maye fall / for yf 
ye do other wyse / there is no mortall man shal saue 
your lyfe : thus commaundeth you 1 to do the 2 noble 

4 kynge Oberon, who is souerayne lorde 3 of the fayry* / 
when the emperour Therry 4 harde these knyghtes of y - 
fayry thus speke to 5 hym / and saw how they were 
armyd with theyr swordis in theyr handys tayntyd 

8 with the blode of his almayns, he had great fere, The Emperor 

wee sore afraid, 

& beheld his barons, and sayde / ' syrs, I praye you end ask* bu 
gyue me som good counseyle in this 8 besynes / ye 7 him what to do. 
haue well hard moch spekyng of kynge Oberon and of 

12 his great actis and dedys, wherfore I fere hym moche / 
ye may se what .ii. of his knyghtis haue done / they 
haue rescued thewi that I had condempnyd to dye / 
and slayne dyuers of my men. Also ye here what 

1 6 worde he sendeth me by his two knyghtis, that I 
8 8hulde kepe this lady and the other presonere 
honorably / and that I shuld not be so hardy to put 
them to any daunger tyll 0 Eester were 10 passyd.' Then 

20 an aunsyent knyght sayd / * syr, knowe for trouthe ^Jjjjjjj Ibef 
that kyng Oberon is pusant and wyse / for there is oberon'e greet 
nothynge in the world but thai he knoweth it, and 
also as ofte;i as he lyst, he can be where as he wyll 

24 wysshe hym selfe, 11 with as great nombre of people as 
he lyste / 11 therfore, syr, byleue suerly yf ye do other- 
wyse then he hathe commaundyd you to do these two 
knyghtis of his that be here present hathe suffycyent 12 

28 pusaunce to dystroye you, and kynge Oberon to syt 

styl at home / therfore, syr, myn aduyse is that ye end edviiee the 

" Emperor to do ee 

answere these .iL knyghtes, that all that kynge Oberon the tm> fairy 

knighte 

hath commaunded you to do by them, that ye wyll do command. 
32 it suerly ' / 11 then all the other lordis gaue the emperour 

1 commaundeth you after Oberon. 2 right 
3 and Gouernor of all the Realme. * had well. 6 vnto. 
6 serious. 7 we. 8 Fol. cxxxii. back, col. 2. 
• vntill. 10 be. 11 and. u after puissance. 
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The other lords 
guv© the same 
counsel. 



The Emperor 
promixes to do 
what Oberon 
commands. 



Gloryand says 
Oberon will then 
take the Emperor 
for his friend, 
and to the inarrel 
of all, the two 
knights ranish. 



They return to 
Oberon, and 
relate what they 
have done. 



Oberon declares 
when Easter Is 
past, the Emperor 
will carry out his 
Intention of 
burning Esclara- 
monde, and of 
hanging the 
prisoners. 



Gloryand cannot 
believe the 
Emperor will 
dare to do it. 



His great hatred 
will force him 
so to do. 



the same counsayle / when the emperour had 1 hard 2 
his lordys 3 he retournyd* hym to 6 the .ii. knygtys of 
the fayry, and sayde / 'syra, ye shall salute me to 
kyng Oberon, and say that as for me I shall do euery 4 
thynge as he hathe commaunded me to do to the best 
of my power* / ( syr Emperour,' quod Gloryand, 'yf 
ye* do as ye saye the kynge wyl take you for his 
frende / and therupon we commaunde you to god ' / 8 
thus the .ii. knygtis departyd, so that the emperoure 
nor none other parson 7 coude tell 7 where they were 
become, wherof euery man hadde great maruayle and 
were sore abasshyd. 8 Thus -Gloryand and Malabron 12 
within a whyle came to 9 Mommure, where as they 
founde kynge Oberon, to whome they shewed all that 
they had done. ' wel/ quod kynge Oberon, ' as now 
the lady Esclaramonde and the other presoners ar 16 
at theyr ease and well seruyd / but or 10 a n moneth 
be passyd they shall derely abye the ease that they be 
in nowe / for the emperoure hateth them so sore 
by cause of the maleys that he berethe to 5 Huon 12 / he 20 
wyll set them all agayne into preson in great 13 mysery / 
and when Eester is past / he wyll brenne 14 the lady 15 
and hange vp 16 the presoners without they be rescued 1 17 / 
' syr/ quod Gloryand, ' I can not byleue that the 24 
emperour dare do it or thinke to do so.' 18 ' Gloryand,' 
quod the 19 kyng, ' know suerly that the great hate that 
is rooty d in the hart of the emperoure shal constreyn 20 
him thus to do/ now let vs leue spekynge of 21 kyng 28 
Oberon, and speke of the Emperoure. 22 



1 well. 2 and vnderstood. 3 and Barons, 
turned. & vnto. 6 will. 7 - T knew Dot 8 and. 
9 the City of. 10 before. 11 Fol. exxxiii. col. 1. 
u of Bourdeaux that. 13 pouertie and. 11 burne. 
16 Escleremond. 16 all. 17 againe. 18 so to doe. 
18 noble. 80 and vrge. M the noble. a Tirrey. 
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% Howe the emperoure 1 made the 2 lady 
esclaramonde to be well seruyd and apar- 
aylyd, and all the other presoners / but 
a 3 .iii. wekys after he made the noble lady 
& the sayd presoners to be put agayne hi 
to pryson, where as they were in great 
mysery. Ca. Cxlv. 

Ow sheweth the hystory that after 
these 4 .ii. knyghtis of y* fayry were 
departid and vanysshid away out of 
the presence of the emperoure, and 
that the emperoure was retourned into The Emperor 

returned to 

the citye of Magence with the lady Mayence with the 
Esclaramond and with the other presoners, wherof the n^nde^dUie 
burgesses, ladyes, and damosels of y* citye 6 were AU%joice°to^ 
16 ioyfull 8 of theyr good aduenture / 9 the emperoure had them * 
them into his palays and delyuerid to 7 them chambers 
well drest and hangyd, as it aparteynyd, 8 and the 9 lady 9 The lady ii 
had .iiii. ladyes to serue her / and she was baynyd 10 though she wis 
20 and stuyd, 11 and new aparaylyd as wel and* 2 rychely own daughter, 
as thoughe she had bene the empe 18 rours 14 proper 
doughter, so that within a shorte space she came agayne ao that she 

regained her 

to her beautye, 15 and in lyke wyse so dyd all the other beauty. 
24 presoners who were kepte 16 in 16 chambers and new The other 
aparayled, and had theyr ease 17 as other knyghtis of y* treated as knight* 
emperoure courte had / but as sone as thre wekys was * ^ 
passyd / the great hate that the emperour had to 7 At the end of 

three weeks the 

28 the 2 lady and to the 18 presoners constrayned hym to Emperor's hate 
take fro them theyr 4 ioy and ease that they were in, 

1 Tirrey. 2 noble. 8 about 4 the. 
*-* had great ioy. e and. 7 vnto. 8 thereunto. 
9 noble duches Kscleremond. 10 bathed. 11 washed. 

12 as. 13 Fol. cxxxiii. col. 2. 14 owne. 
16 and to be as faire and well fauoured as euer she was. 
16 ~ w also in faire and rich. 17 and pleasures. 
18 other. 
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and touruyd the same 1 to wepynges and sorowe. 1 
And the emperour sware that for all kynge Oberon or 
for any thynge that he coude do / he wolde neuer be 
in peas in his harte tyll 2 he had set all that 3 company 4 
and he *wore that agayne into pryson / and besyde that, he sware that 
lady should be Eester shulde no soner be past but that y* lady 
pl^nenVanRed. Esclaramond shuld be brent 4 and all the other presoners 
hawgyd / and on 5 them to take vengaunce in the spyte 8 
of Huon of Burdeaux, who had done hym so moch 
trouble that he coud not forget it / then he com- ^ 
Eeeiaramonde niaundyd to take agayne the duches Esclaramonde and 

and the othere " " . 

were again to put her and all the other presoners in to the preson 12 

imprisoned* 

agayne / y* which was done* / Then the duches 
Esclaramonde and al the other presoners were ryghte 
sorowful, and were in great fere, and sayd eche to 
other, 'Alas, now our dethe aprocheth.' and when 7 16 
the lady saw that she was set agayne in pryson, she 
The lady weeps began sore to wepe and complayne foi the duke Huon 

for her husband 

Huon. her husband, 8 and sayd / ' a, dere lorde and husbonde 8 / 

He tarries so to longe 9 ye tary, for I se none other owre 10 but that 20 
come iii time to my dethe aprocheth / for ye shall not come in tyme / 
•ave her. well may I curse the owre that 11 1 was borne / for in all 

my lyfe I haue had but sorow, and heuynes, and dolours 
12 in portables 12 / better it had beue for me to haue 24 
ben ded then 13 to vse 14 my lyfe in this derke presone 9 / 
ryght deuoutly she called on 6 our lord Iesu chryste 
to haue pyte 15 of her / thus was this noble duches set 
agayn in presone, and also the .CCC. presoners, where 28 
They suffer great as they 8ufForyd great fayme 16 and pouerte / for other 

hunger;^ 

thynge had they not to lyue by but barly bredo & 



1-1 into pitiful! weepinges and great lamentations. 
2 vn til I. 8 the. 4 burnt. 6 vppon. 
0 according to his commandement. 7 that 
8 ~ 8 omitted. 9 quoth she. 10 way. 11 euer. 
l*— w insupportable. 13 Foi. czxxiii. back, col 1. 
14 spend. 16 and compassion. 
16 famine. 
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clere water. Now we wyll leue to speke of them and their only food u 
speke of 1 Huon, who was aryued at Marcyll. 2 oiev^w^Irf 

% How Huon departed fro Marcyll 2 and 
came to his vncle, the 8 abbot of cluny, in 
habyte dysgysed / & to 4 hym dyscouered 
hymselfe, wherof the abbot had great ioy, 
& so had Claryte his doughter. Ca. Cxlvi. 

) S ye haue hardo here before, how Huon 
was at Marcyll, 2 and after that he 
had soiorned 5 .iiiL dayes, he made 
hym redy to departe, and brought 
mules and horse for hym 6 & for 
barnard, 7 and for his company / and 
then he chargyd his summers / and vpon one of them 
he trussyd the greffons fot, y* which was great and 
16 horryble, & coueryd it bycause euery man shulde not se 

it / when he was redy and euery thynge trussyd, he Huon i«t« 




departed fro Marcyll 2 / and rode so by his iornyes that ^Prolranand 
he passyd by Prouence and came to 4 Masconoys, and olTrh^rld^at 
20 on 8 a thursday at nyght, he aryuyd at the towne of tou^ST** 
Tornous. And when they had suppyd, he callyd 
Barnard his cosyn, and sayd / ' cosy[n], 9 I praye you AfUr ropptr, 
10 abyde me 10 here / for I wyll go 11 se myne vncle the 3 hu intention of 
24 abbot of Cluny and Claryet my doughter, whome itX cTuny* 
I sore de8yre to se, & shortely I shall retourne agayne ^t^!^^ 
to 4 you, I wyll go preuely dysgysed to y* entent that I di * atoe - , 
wyll not be knowen ' / ' syr/ quod Barnard, 1 syn u it 
28 is your plesure we must be content* / then they went 

to bed, & in the mornynge Huon rose vp and aparelyd in ti» morning 

Hoon droMod 

hymselfe lyke a pylgryme, with a stafe, and a bage hin»tifM» 

abought his necke / 13 with great botis on 8 his legis; and bag, gnu 

1 Duke. * Marsellia. 8 good. 4 vnto. 

6 ionrned there. 0 eelfe. 7 Fol. cxzxiil. back, col. 2. 

8 vppon. • cosyd in text. **- 10 to stay. u to. 

18 seeing that 18 and. 
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boots, a beard, 
and long hair. 



Barnard and hi* 
company laugh 
at the disguise t 

K 



Huon looks like 
a beggar indeed. 



Her 
Cluny, 
and demands 
entrance. 



This being 
granted, he asks 
to see the abbot. 



The porter gitee 
him leare to go 
into the house; 

the abbot is in bis 
hall, communing 
with his brethren. 



he had a great berd and long here, wherfore he semyd 
well a pylgrime 1 come 1 fro a far countre, & so he had 
done in dede / when Barnard & his company saw hym 
so aparaylyd, they laughed & said / ' syr, it apereth 4 
well by your maner that ye ar scapyd out of some 
good place / it semeth to ts / that yf ye wyll shake 
your stafe ye wyll make the money to a voyde out of 
mens purses, ye ar so bold a begger 9 / when Huon hard 8 
hym 8 he laughed, & toke leue of them and departid 
al alone with his bage aboute his necke / so a fote he 
went tyll 8 he came to 4 Cluny / 5 then he came to 4 the 
abbey gate & callyd y e porter, 6 & sayd / c frend, I pray 12 
you 7 let me enter.' 8 he openyd the weket & beheld 
Huon, who semyd to hym to be a tall & a goodly man, 
& sayd / ' pylgryme, enter when you plese ' / 9 Then 
Huon enterid in at the weket, and sayd to 4 y* porter / 16 
frend, 'I com strayt fro beyonde the great see, and 
haue kyssed the holy sepulture, & I 10 haue sufferyd 
moche payne and pouerte / and bycause or 11 this tyme 
I haue bene here with y* abbot of this place, therfore I 20 
thought 12 I wolde not pas by without spekynge with 
hym ; I pray you 7 shewe me that courtoyse that I may 
speke with hym / for he wyll sone know me.' ' Syr,' 
quod y* porter, ' it semeth 18 by your maner 12 ye seme to 24 
be a man of a good plase : therfore I gyue you leue 7 go 
into the house at youre pleasure / and ye shall fynde 
our good abbot in his halle, where as he is comonynge 
with his bretherne / serteynely I knowe well 12 ye shall 28 
be welcome to 4 hym yf he haue of you any knowlege, 
for a more noble man cortoyse and large 14 ye shal not 
fynd on 16 this syde 18 the see.' , 'Frend,* quod Huon, 
4 your curtoyse may auayle you.' Then Huon went 32 

*-* that came out 8 them. 8 vntill. * vnto. 
6 and. 8 vnto him. T to. 8 then. 
• Fol. cxxxiiii. col. 1. 10 omitted. " before. 
12 that 18 vnto me. 14 liberal!. 18 vppon. 
m of. 
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into the hall, wheras he found the abbot with his Huon found the 
bretherne / 1 then he saluted the abbot and all his uiut*i him, 
couente. 4 Fronde,' quod y* abbot, ' ye are welcome ; I 
4 pray you 2 shew me fro whence ye come?' / 'Syr/ 
quod Huon, 1 1 shall shewe you the trouthe / I come and in answer to 

J 'his inquiry Hoon 

now fro beyonde the see fro the holy citye of Ierusalem, describe, himself 

* " as a pilgr im from 

where as I haue kyssed y* holy sepulture 1 where as 8 Jerusalem, 
8 our lord 4 was quycke and dede ; I haue bene in those 
partyes more then these 8 .vii. yerys / and the cause 5 I 
am com hether to se you is this, I found there a who had met with 

a young knight 

yonge knyght of myne age namyd Huon of Burdeaux, named Huon of 

"" Bordeaux* 

12 and he 6 say the* he is your nephue / and when he saw 
that I wold depart 7 thence to come into this 8 countre, 
he humbly prayed me to recommaunde hym to 8 you / Huon prayed the 

pilgrim, since he 

and therfore, syr, 8 I am com to 9 you to do this 8 wm coming into 

16 message / for he and I haue bene together in 10 dyuers todeUmZ' 
bataylis / & great amyte 11 betwen vs ' / when the good abbot** * 
abbot 12 harde 18 the pylgryme, 14 great dropis 14 fell fro 
his eyen 15 when he harde his nephue Huon namyd / 

20 and sayd, ' frend, I pray you yf it be trewe as ye saye, 
to shew me the trouth yf ye haue sene my nephue 
Huon / for it is he that I loue best in all this worlde, and 
desyre moste to se hym / l I pray you shewe 9 me what 

24 is his raynd, other to retourne hether or elles to abyde 
styll 18 there; 17 wold to god 18 I were in det to pay a 
.M. marke of golde so that he were as nowe here in this 
hall/ ' Syr,' quod Huon, 1 of youre nephue whome ye 

28 desyre so moche to se, 19 or it be past a moneth 19 ^ 11 *JJJJ nth h Hnon 
he wyll 20 be here with you, and, syr, he shewyd me at 
my departyng fro hym that he hath a doughter whom ' 

1 and. 8 to. 8 omitted, 4 Iesus chryst 
8 why. *-* said that. 7 from. 8 hie. • vnto. 
10 Fol. cxxxiiii. col. 2. u haue bene. 11 had well. 
13 and vnderetood. 14—14 many tearea. 
15 and trickled downe his cheeks. 16 there stiil. 17 L 
18 that before a moneth be past 

88 (by the grace of Qod). 

N N 2 
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•ai abo w ye haue norysshed and "brought yp / and he charged me 

cbarfed tha 

pilgrim to *ae greatly that I ahuld desyre of yon to se her or 1 I 
curiat, far^ m> fepartyd fro you, he knoweth not whether she be a 



la alira of dand. 

lyue or dede / I wolde gladely se her yf it were your 4 
pleasure. 9 ' Frende,' quod the ahbotte, ' ryght gladly 
Tha abbot win ye shall se her. I shal cause her to come hether, and 

nmmoe Gariat 

tatotbahau. then ye maye se her at your ease / and I dare well saye 
to 2 you that in all the world ye shall not* fynd no 8 
fayrer nor a sweter creature, nor more wyser of her 
age nor better lernyd, & yet she is but .x. yerya 
of age. 

IT When Huon vnderstode the abbot, ye maye well 12 
Hum b moat know that he had great ioye at his harte peuely, 
joyftiL ^ thankyd our lord lean chryste. Then the abbot 

callyd to* hym a ryght notable knyght, namyd syr 
Tba abbot aanda a Emery, and commaundyd hym to go & feche thether 16 
Bmary, to fetch his nece Claryet. y* knyght went into the chaumbre 

Cmriat. 

wheras the fayre lady was with other .iiii. noble 
sir Bmary lady e8, who 4 had brought her vp / then Syr Emery 

— *— »— i harj 

saluted the lady and the other that were with her / 20 
when the yonge lady parseyued syr Emery, she rose vp 
i Ua and renderyd to hym his salutacyon, & ryght humbly 
ibia saing, 'syr knyght, I am ioyous 6 of your comynge, I 
pray you* shew 7 sum 8 of your newes' 8 / 'sertaynly, 24 
a pilgrim baa fayre lady,' quod y* knyght / 'hether is come a 



beyond tha am pylgryme, who is come fro beyond the see / and he 
HM^bar 1 * hath shewyd 8 the abbot your vncle tydynges of your 
Se'abbot daairaa father, duke Huon, therfore your vncle desyreth you to 28 
apaaklith'hi^ come and speke with hym.' when the lady harde 
spekynge of her father, wttA all her harte she desyred 
to know sum sertayne tydynges / 9 she and her damesels 
ciariet and her departed out of y* chambre and came in to the hall to 32 

. 1_ — p Hu 

the abbot her vncle, accompanyed with .ii. notable 

1 before. 8 vnto. 8 omitted, 
* Fol. cxxxiiii. back, col. 1. * ioyfull. 6 to. T mee. 
8 and tidioges. 9 and then. 
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knyghtes; when 1 she enteryd into the hall rychely 

aparalyd / no man coud dyscryue her beaute, 2 she was Her beauty u eo 

greet; netnre oen 

so well fonnyd that 8 god and 8 nature 4 coude not do no more; 

4 amende her / her skynne was as whyte as y* floure in 
the mede 6 / & colouryd lyke the red rose / her hanches r 
low and her pappys sumwhat resynge, her throte smoth 
and clere / her chyne vaunted / her mouth as vermeyl ~~ 

8 as a rose / her tethe small & well rengyde, and whyte / 
her face whyte and well colouryd, meddelyd 8 whyte & 
red / her eyene smylynge, her chere amerous to behold, 
her nose strethe / her forehed whyte / her here yelow / 
12 her eeres gentyll and close, I can not deuyse the 

.x. parte of her excellent beaute / none coude regarde eiiwhoeeeher 

preiee end lore 

her 7 but that praysed and louyd her / all her beaute her. 
and her swete demenor, and great humelyte that was 

16 in her / yf I shulde 8 dyscryue it / it shulde 9 be ouer 
long to rehers ; when Huon had 10 sene his doughter 11 , 
who was so fayre / he gladly beheld her with / 12 out 
makynge of any knowlage / then y* abbot toke his nese 

20 by the hande & led her to 13 Huon, and sayd / ' pylgryme, 

ho we say you by 3 this damysell / ye maye well parsayue The abbot telle 
by 8 her she ha the not bene sore trauelyd nor moche wl^tyend 
come in the sonne / 1 haue kept her a long space 14 / **** 

24 and yf she be garnysshed with beaute / in lyke wyse 
so she is withe wytte and bounte / she is daughter to 13 
15 Huon of Burdeaux / the man in the worlde that I 
moost loue / that 16 wold to god 17 I dyd se hym as I do 

28 you 18 / but yf god send me lyf 19 , this lady shall be 

rychely marred, I shall 20 gyue her 8 of my 8 goodes that end how he 

, , „ , \ , , , 1TT lutende to dower 

she shall be ryche and pusaunte. ' syr, quod Huon, her richly. 
'I pray to our lorde lesu chryst to gyue her good 

1 then. 2 for. 8 - 8 < 



1 then. 2 for. *-» omitted. 4 herself. 
8 meadow. 6 mingled. 7 nor looke ypon her. 

8 heere. • would. 10 well. n clariet. 
12 Fol. oxxxiiil back, col. 2. 18 vnto, 14 time. 
m Duke. » L 17 that. 18 nowe. M and helth. 
» will. 
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CUrirt uks ft* 
tidings of bar 



The pilgrim 
relates how he 
and Huon hare 
been companions 
for a long space, 



and the ad- 
Tentares they 
have had 
together. 



Hnon will return 
before two 
months are past. 

Clarlet hopes he 
will deliver her 
mother oat of 
prison. 



Hnon then 
declares who he 
really is, 

and that he is 
going to make 
war on the 
Emperor Thierry, 



huon or bukdeux. [Ca. cxlvi 

fortune / & that she may be bo maryed that her blod 
may therby be lyft vp and exalted ' / then the fayre 
lady Clary te sayd to 1 Huon / ' syr pylgryme, I pray 
you* shew me yf ye know any tydynges of my father, 4 
duke Huon of Burdeaux V / 4 fayre lady/ quod Huon, 
4 he and I togyther haue bene a longe space 8 beyonde 
the see / and companyons together / and we fought the 
sowdan of babylon that now is / it is not he that was 8 
set there by Huon after that he had slayn ye great 
Admyrall gaudes, it is a nother who syn that tyme 
conqueryd 4 y* cytye & y* couwtre of Egypt / many 
aduentures Huon and I 5 sufferyd, but at the end 12 
we dyscumfyted the sowdan and his men 6 slayne' 7 / 
• pylgrym/ quod 8 Claryte, 'I requyre you 2 shewe me 
yf ye know that 9 my dere father wyll re tome hether 
agayn 10 / the whiche is the thynge in the world that 1 16 
most desyre ' / ' fayre lady/ quod he, ' I answere you 
or 11 .ii. monethes be past ye shall se hym here in good 
helth' / 'I praye 12 to 12 god 18 it may be so/ quod the 
lady 18 / 'that he maye delyuer my mother out of 20 
prysone, where as she 14 is in great pouerte and mysery/ 
1T When Huon 16 harde 18 his doughter, he wold no 
lenger hyde hymselfe / but sayd, 'my ryght dere 
doughter, or 17 august be past I shall delyuer her or 24 
dye in y e payn, for I shall moue 18 suche warre agaynst 
y* emperoure Therry, tljat yet or 17 I dye I shall stryke 
of his hede 19 what so euer fall therof ' / when the lady 
harde Huon how he sayd that he was her father, she 28 
changed coloure and blussyd as rudy as a rose, and 
thought to herself by the wordes that he spake that he 
was her father, where of she was 20 ioyfull, & sayd / 



1 vnto. 
e 



are. 
• whether. 
M— M vnto our lord. 
M Fol. cxxxv. col. 1. 



W before. 



2 to. 8 time. 4 bothe. * haue. 
T and destroyed. 8 the faire Ladie. 
10 or no. 11 that before. 
w — 18 qouth the Ladie, it may be so. 
w had well. 18 and vnderetood. 



"make. » from his bodie. 



right. 
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1 A, syr, I praye you yf ye be duke Huon of Burdeaux, 
my father, 1 shewe me.' / ' my ryght dere doughter, 
byleue it suerly, for I wyll no lenger hyde it ' / when 
4 the lady hard that he was her father she cleppyd hym, curiet, right 

Joyful, ©tut - " 

and .xx. tymes kyssed hym. Then the abbote came her father, 
and embrassed hym, and sayd / 'my ryght dere 
nephew, the ioy that my harte desyreth 2 your comynge The abbot 
8 is to me so agreable 3 that I can not tell whether I at Haon'a return ; 
dreme or not that I se you' 4 / then agayn 6 enbrassed beu^eiftrue. 
hym, makynge the greatest ioy in the worlde. Also 
there was Claryet his doughter, who enbrassed and 
12 kyssed hym / then all that were in y* howse came aii in the home 

make a feast* 

thether to make 8 chere and feest 7 / 'fayre nephew,' 

quod the abbot, 4 1 am sore abasshed that ye be retorned The abbot can- 

1 . not understand 

with so small a company.' * fayr 8 vncle/ quod Huon / why Huon haa 
16 'it coude be none other wyse; I haue had suche company* 
fortunes on 9 the see that the moost parte of my men ar bat heiearmthat 
dede and peryshed, and sum by malady, and sum ar panions, some are 
retorned to theyr owne countrees / and specyaly they h^'ieturaedto 
20 that went with me ar abydynge at the rocke of the country. 
Adamant, and there al be dede for 10 fayme, and they 
that were my gydes to haue brought me to 11 enphame 
ar in lyke wyse dede there* / then 18 18 Huon began to Huon relates ail 

the adventures 

24 shewe 11 the abbot all the aduentures that he had syn he he has had since 
departed fro the noble cytye of Burdeaux / there were 
sum that hard it that toke it for a mock, & al ye he Some think he is 
shewyd of so many great meruaylles / they thoughe 14 the ******** 

28 moost part of them were lyes / 18 one sayd to an nother, v 
' great auantage hath these vacaboundes to lye, bycause 
they fynde no man to say tnem naye / & yf any man 
say nay, theyr answere is rudy to saye go and se ' / 

32 then the abbote sayd, ' fayre nephew, yf I were of y* 



1 to. 1 hathe of. 8 acceptable. 4 heere and. 
8 hee. 6 great T feasting. 8 good. • vppon. 
w by. u Tnto. u Duke. 18 Foi. cxxxv. col. 2. 
" that. " and. 
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if tha abbot wm age to bere harneys, 1 gladly I wold go with you 2 to 

yoonger, g\m4\j 

would t» go with destroy this Emperoure who hath done you so myche 

Hoon to d— troy 

u>« Emperor, yll ; I shall sende for suche a nombre of men of warre 
with his ownT 7 and pay them with my tresoure, the whiche I haue 4 
^ewiw a number ^ on ^ e ^ me gg^j^jy^ togyther, and shal ayed you 
whodMUiia ^ ma ] ce gr^ch warre that it shall 8 be euer 8 had in 
remembraunce / or elles I wyll dye in the payno, and 
all they that shulde go with me / and to cause hym to 8 
make you amewdes of al the ylles and damages that he 
hath done to* you / yet sum what I haue done all 
redy / for it is not long 5 that one of the Emperours 
nephewes was slayn by my men, and all they that 12 
were with hym slayn or taken J for, nephew, I haue 
gatheryd togyther as 6 great treasoure that I may ther- 
wttft wel 7 entertayn a .C. M. mew for .ii yere without 
sellynge or laynge to plegge any fote of londe pertenynge 16 
to my churche / but as nowe I am so olde that I can 
a* th« abbot is not ryde out, for I am a .C. & xiiii. yere of age / and 

on* hundred and . e 

fourteen years tnerfore syn 8 I can not go with you / I shal abandone 
abandon"!*! bis to 4 you all my treasure ; 9 take therof as moche as 20 
who*can takeaa"' it shall please you ' / ' syr/ quod Huon, ' ye make me 



much aa ha 



so great an offere that ones or I dye I truste to rendere 
to* you the doble 10 by the grace of god.' 

% 11 How duke Huoa of Burdeaux shewyd to 24 
his vncle, the abbote of Cluny, all the 
aduentures that he had syn he departed 
fro the" cytye of Burdeaux / & how he 
gaue y e abbot y* appyll of yought, wherby 28 
y* good abbot became agayn to his beaute 
that he had when he was of .xxx. yere of 
age. Ca. C.xlvii. 

1 armour. * to ayde yoa. *— 1 alwayes be. 4 vnto. 
* since. 6 a. 1 omitted. 8 seeing that 9 and. 
io value. 11 Fol. cxxxv. back, coL 1. ** noble. 
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bhen 1 Huon of Burdeaux* vnderstod 
the 8 abbot his vncle, and sawe the 
fayr offere and seruyce that he had 
offeryde 4 hym, & 5 sayd / ' syr, of your 
curtesie and largesse, and all the good 
that ye haue done to 4 me and to my doughter claryet, 
god rewarde you for it / trewe it is after that I had fought 
8 with the gryffons ; I came to 4 a fayr fountayn, & there 
by was a tree, growynge charged full of fayr fruyte, the 
tree was called the tre of yought, of y e which I gaderyd Huon teiit how 

he gathered ihe 

.iiL appyls, wherof ye shall haue one and shall eete it, fruit of the tree of 

12 and as sone as ye haue eten thereof wherby ye shal Cdosen one of 

become as yonge, and as stronge and lusty as ye were Sbo^tn^rd^* 

when ye were of the age of .xxx. yere.' Then there th * thcmay 
was a monke in the howse callyd dan Johan salmet, 6 

16 who began to laugh, and hasted hym to speke, & Thereupon a 

. monk, Johan 

sayd / 4 A, syr, what is it that ye saye / thys .ii.M. yere saimet, laughs 

and criee that the 

there was neuer man at the tree of yought, therfore this tale ie <aUe. 
tale is not to be byleuyd' / 7 when Huon harde the 

20 monke he waxyde rede for angre, & lyft vp his staffe Huon waxee 
and wolde haue stryken therwith the monke, and 8 
he had not skept backe, and sayd / 1 A, thou false 
monke, thou lyest falsly / I haue bene there, and that 

24 thou shalt se the profe there 9 of whether I say trewe or 
not* / then the abbot came bytwene them and stoppyd 
the stroke / and sayd to 4 Huon / i A, my ryght dere 
nephew, apayse yourself' / and then he sayd to the 

28 monke / * A, thou 10 gloutone, 10 by the faythe that I owe 
to 4 my lorde saynt bennet, u thy wordes "shall 13 be 
sore punysshyd 9 I then he causyd the monke to be set «nd the abbot 

aende the monk 

in presone / and then the abbote sayd to 4 Huon / 'syr, topriaon. 
32 I pray you be no lenger dyspleasyd ' / then Huon toke 

1 Duke. 2 had well. 8 good. 4 vnto. * he. 
8 Saliuet 7 and. 8 if. 8 Fol. exxxv. back, col. 2. 
w-io mde groome. u for. 
u-ii thou shalt. 
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huon of burdeux. [Ca. cxlvii. 



Huon tells how 
the Admiral of 
Persia ate one of 
the apple*, 
and straightway 
became fair and 
strong as a man 
of thirty years, 
and how, on 
account of this 
miracle, all the 
men of his realm 
became Chris- 



Then the abbot, 
making the sign 
of the cross, took 
the apple and 
ate it, 

and at once 
became as a man 
of thirty 



In great Joy he 
embraces Boon* 



one of his appyls and toke 1 it to his 2 vncle the abbote, 
and sayd / ' syr, take this appyll, y* whiche I gadeiyd 
of the tree of y ought ; I gaderyd 3 .iiL, and one I gaue 
to the admyrall of Perce, and a nother I kept for 4 
myself, the which I gyue you / 4 1 wolde haue gaderyd 
mo but I was defended 5 by an aungell sent fro our 
lorde lesu chryst / &, syr, knowe for trought that the 
admyrall of perce or 6 I gaue hym y e appyll he was of 8 
the age of .vi. score yere & more / but aa soone as he 
had eeten therof / he became as fayr and as stronge as 
when he was .xxx. yere of age, & he is as no we one of 
the fay rest pryncys of 7 the worlde; By the whiche 12 
myracle he and all his people of his realme forsoke 8 
the* law of macomete and toke on 10 them the byleue of 
our lorde lesu chryst, and were chrystenyd / & they 
that wold not were he wen al to peses / and after that for 16 
the loue that he bare 11 me, he passed the see with me 
wttA great pusaunce, and we enteryd in to y* sowdans 
land / where as we dyscumfyted hym in playne batayll 1 / 
when the 2 abbote 12 harde 18 his nephew he had great 20 
ioy, and toke the appyll / & made therof 14 the synge 
of y* crosse, and dyd eete it vp euery dele, 16 wherby 
incontynent in 16 syght of all them that were there 
present, he became in to his fyrst youth as he was 24 
when he was 17 but of y* age of .xxx. yeres, his whyte 
herd fell away & a new herd come / his iowes thai 
were lene & pale, y* flesse grew again new quycke fiesse, 
so that he became a fayre 18 man & wel fornyshyd of 28 
body and membres / a farer man can 19 no man se, nor 
lyghter, nor lustyer / wherof he had suche ioyo at his 
harte that he ran and enbrasyd Huon, and kyssed hym 



gaue. 



1 good. 



• before. 



8 therof. 4 and. 
r in. * did forsake. 
10 vpon. u yd to mee. 
" and vnderatood. 14 thereon. M whit. M the. 
17 Fol. oxxxvi. col. 1. 18 young. w could 



* forbidden. 

• false and detestable, 
u had well. 
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more then x. tymes / when they that were 1 present 
saw the 2 great merueyll, they were greatly abasshed, & 
sayd one to a nother / that Huon was worthy to be 
4 byleued / for out of suche a prynces mouthe 8 neuer 
Issuyd a ley / there was moche ioy made / the tabels 
were set & they went to dyner / there sat the abbote They dine, and 

are well feasted. 

and Huon, and claryet his doughter / of there seruyce 
8 and meetes I wyll make no rehersall, for they were 
rychely seruyd : after 2 they had dyned & grace sayd / After dinner, the 

„ _ m , 0 , , , , monkiofthe 

all y* monkes of the couent came & knelyd downe convent humbly 

ask Huon to 

before Huon, and humbly requyred hym of pardone for pardon John 
12 dan Johan salmet, 4 who was to hasty to speke, & all 
was but 5 throghe nyclygence of yought and yll 
aduysed / when Huon saw all the monkes before hym 
on* theyr kneys desyryng hym to pardon the monke of 
16 his folly. He sayd to 7 them, 4 syrs, I am content to Huon grant* their 
fulfyll your desyers / for I am not come hether to wqaert * 
troble any man' / when the 8 abbote 9 harde Huon 10 
pardon his monke, he thanked hym, and sayd / ' syr, the abbot thank* 

bin. 

20 by saynte bennet, yf ye had not pardonyd hym, he 
shuld not haue come out of presone this yere ' / then 
the monkes went to the pryson, and they shewyd 7 the They ehow the 

monk what 

monke that was in prysone what meruaylles was done marvel* have 
24 in his absence / and how theyr abbote, who was a luencel* 08 hl " 
•C. and .xiiii yere of age, was 11 become of the age of 
.xxx. yeres / 'syrs,' quod he, 'I am glad of my 
delyuerance. but I can 12 not byleue it be so as ye say, He wiu not 

J 9 m m believe them untU 

28 nor I wyll not byleue it tyll 18 1 se it ' / then he went in he see* them, 
to the hall whereas the abbote and Huon was 14 togyther / 
and when he sawe the abbote yonge agayne / then he but when he wt 

J ° ° , ' the abbot young 

knelyd downe and cryed Huon mercy / and requryd again, he crie* 

* ' _ \ Huon mercy, and 

32 hym of pardon / y* whiche Huon granted. Then there a*k« hie pardon, 

1 there. 2 that 8 (quoth they). 
* Saliuet 6 omitted. • vppon. * vnto. 8 good. 
• had well. 10 his Nephew. 11 now. 
" Fol. cxxxvi. col. 2. » vntUl. 14 were. 
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HUON OF BURDBUX. 



[Ca. cxlviii 



wi^ch Haoa W as great ioy / then the abbote sayd / 1 nephew, send 
for men of wane on all sydes / & I shall pay theyr 
Huon it to ••nd wages to the nombre of .xx.M. men / for I haue golde 

for 80,000 mm of ' 

war, to fight the & seiner lnooght / and let vs send for all oar f rendes, 4 
and we shall be a great nombre of men able to fyght with 
y e Emperoure, who hath wrongfully, 1 without cause, 
dysheryte you, & kepyth your wyfe in prysone, wherof 
my hart is so sorowf ull that I can no longer endure it ' / 8 

Huon desires to « gyr ' quod Huon, ' yf I may fynde any other way to 

lead the Emperor . , , , \ 

by peaceful come to passe with the Emperoure / then by spere 

means to yield 

him his land* and and sheylde and no man slayne / then 2 1 wold thynke 8 
Mignories, ^ had well spede / for yf I myght do so moch with the 12 

Emperoure that he wolde render to 4 me my londes 
and Huon would and synnorye8, & my wyf & men / and that therby I 

©Ton boooim his 

liege man. myght become his lege man / 1 5 thynge I had made 

then 6 an honorable ende / for I haue done him great 16 
damage' / 'fayr nephew,' quod the abbote, 'I wolde 
fayne knowe by what maner ye coude bringe this 

That night would mater aboute ' / ' vncle,' quod Huon. ' this nyght I wyl 

Huon etudy tut ' ' ^ ' J O J 

study on* y* mater, y e which I trust to 8 our lord 20 
god 9 to brynge to a good 10 end.' 

% How Huon of Burdeaux departed fro 
Cluny & went to y* noble cytye of Maience 
vpon a fryday, & how he came nere to 4 the 24 
Emperoures oratory. Ca, C.xl.viiL 

>fter that Huon and the 12 abbot had 
•1 uysed togyther of dyuers thynges / 
Huon wrote a aP^I Huon wrote a letter to 4 his men 28 

letter summoning L-PvVwfl MC^H 

hu men lying at pAwm^I 1 1 T n g e a ^ tornus, that they shulde 

Tournous to { 

come to the abbey /^SmMi^Jw 316 kym *° th e *hey of Cluny; 
Ctcimi * J he gent a gentylman of the abey to 

1 and. 1 then after thinke. 8 that 4 vnto. 
* would then. 6 then be/ore thinke. ' vppon. 
8 in. 9 Iesu chryst. 10 and prosperous. 
11 Fol. cxxxvi. back, col. 1. li good. 
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ftche them / 1 when he was come to tornus and had 
delyueryd his letters to 2 Barnarde / they made them 
redy, and trussyd theyr sumners and departed 8 thence / 
4 and they rode so longe that they came in at the gates Led by Barnard, 

... . . * they reach the 

of the abey of Cluny / y* same tyme Huon and the abbey, with ail 

abbot were lenynge out at a wyndowe / the abbot sawe horse** 1 **** 

.xv. summers chargyd, & .vii. mules and mulettes / tt^iromT* 

8 wherof he had great merueyll of whence they were, marteb'to^hom 

and sayd to Huon, 'fayre nephew, can ye tell to 2 th v flBnWon *- 
whom parteneth 4 thes summers, or what be they that 
bryngeth themf' / 'syr,' quod Huon, 'know for 

12 trout he 5 I haue conqueryd them and they ar myn, Huonhaa 

' *' conquered them j 

and yonder is Barnarde that doth conducte them / who they are hie, and 
hathe had moche payne and trouble or 6 he coude fynde conducting them, 
me'/' f ayre nephew,' quod y e abbot, ' great ioy I haue 

16 at my harte that he hathe soughe you so longe to fynde 
you at 7 last / nor I coude not haue sent a more noble 
man / ye ougth greatly to loue hym / and also he 
is our kynsman / and alwayes he hath bene to 2 you 

20 good 8 and trewe' 9 / 'syr,' 8 quod Huon 8 'in hym 

I haue founde all that ye say / and, syr, the great The biggest 
summer that ye se yonder with the .ii great coffers tearat^o °™en 
well bandyd / they be full of presyous stones and stones anosmia. 

24 iowelles, more worthe then .iiii. good cytyes ; I wyll 

leue them here with you to kepe for the maryage of my Huon leares them 
doughter,' and with those wordes he kyst her / 'dere keeping for his 
nephewe/ quod the 10 abbot / ' and besyde that ye wyll d * ughUr,,dowr ** 

28 gyue her I shall departe with her large n ly of my 
treasure ' / therwith 12 thether came 12 Barnarde and all 
the other of his company / 1 whe» ye abbot perseyuyd 
Barnard he came to 2 hym 18 with his armes abrode and 

32 cleppyd and kyssed hym / and made 2 hym great feest 

1 and. 2 vn to. 8 from. 4 appertaine. 
6 that 6 before. * the. •-• omitted. 
• and faithfulL 10 good. u Fol. cxxxvi. back, col. 2. 
after Barnarde. u right ioyfuUy. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. [Ca. cxlviil. 



The abbot made ft 
great feaat in 
Barnard's honour. 

The sumpter- 
horaea are die- 
charged, and all 
the coffers opened. 

The abbot thinka 
Huon has richea 
enough to buy the 
whole realm of 
France. 



Huon gives 
Clariet a rich 
necklace of gold 
and precious 



She humbly 
thanks her father. 



Huon apparels 
himself aa a 
prince of high 
degree, and was 
fair to look upon. 



On the ninth day 
Huon secretly 
departs, i 
paniedby 
Barnard. 



Only the abbot 
knows of their 



and chere l to hym 1 and to all his company / then 
duke Huon and y* 2 abbot 8 and 4 Clary te his doughter 
went in to theyr chambre and dyscharged the summera 
and openyd euery coffer / when the abbot had sene the 4 
ryches that was in them / he was neuer so abasshed, 
and sayd / ' A, Huon, fayr nephew, I thynke ye haue 
broughe hether ryches to bye therwith the hole realme 
of f ranee /, then 6 Huon toke a color of golde full of 8 
precyous stones, that the clerenes of them illumyned all 
the howse / 6 Huon dyd put the coler abought his 
doughters neke, & kyst her J in the 1 mouth, & sayd / 
'my dere 7 doughter, I gyue you this ryche 1 coler, 12 
I neuer gaue you any thyng before / it is so rych that 
the stones therin ar worth a realme or a duchy' / 
when the lady eawe the rych coler, she was 8 ioyfull, 
and knelyd downe before her father and thanked hym 16 
humbly* / then Huon shewed all his treasure to 10 his 2 
vncle the abbot / 8 when all had bene sene and aweuyd, 
y e abbot dyd put them in to coffers / then Huon 
aparalyd hymselfe with a 1 rych aparyll / then 8 he 20 
semyd 11 to be a prynce of hye degre, he was so fayre to 
behold that all such as sawe hym had 12 pleasur to 
behold hym / there he made good chere 18 the space of 
.viii. dayes / & on 14 the .ix. daye in the mornyng 24 
ho departed thence pryuely, and toke Barnard with 
hym, w/tftout 15 knowlage of any parson except the 
abbot, to 10 whom he sayd / ' 18 vncle, I and Barnarde 
wyll departe, and I requyre you 17 lat no man lyuynge 28 
know of my departynge as long as ye can kepe 18 it 
secrete tyll 19 ye here fro me sum newes ' 20 / 'syr, it 
shall be done,' quod the abbot / ' and I commend yon 



*— 1 omitted. 2 good. 8 his vncle. 4 the faire Ladie. 
6 Duke. 6 and. 7 and louing. 8 right. 
• humbly before thanked. 10 vnto. then. 
12 great 13 and feasting for. M vppon. ** the. 
18 Faire. 17 to. 18 Fol. oxxxvit coL I. 18 vntill. 
28 tidings. 
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to the sauegard of our lorde Iesu cliryet n / then Huon Hoonand 

* Barnard lake 

and Barnarde departed or 2 any man were resyn / and their way to 
they toke theyr waye 8 to 3 Maience & restyd not tyll 4 *Yree?not tui 
4 they came to Coloyne, & the nexte mornynge they cdo^ne?** 0 
rode tyll 4 they came within a lege of 6 Maience / 6 then when within 

a league of 

they enteryd in to a wode, & there they lyghted / then Mayence, Hum 
Huon aparaled hyms[el]fe lyke a pylgrym in habyte, aaTpUgrim™** 1 ' 
8 hose & shoes / and he toke an herbe and rubbed ther- and ataina hie 

face brown* 

with his vysage, so 7 that he semyde that he had bene 
in the sonne .x. yere, so that ho was vnknowyn, 6 so 
that 8 Barnard that was with hym coude not knowe Barnard benny 

knew htm, 

12 hym by the face / 6 then Barnarde lawghyde / then he 
toke hys stafe and skryp, and sayd to 8 Barnarde. ' syr, 
go ye 9 your waye before in to the cete with our Barnard !• to go 

and lodge In the 

horses, and take none aquentance of me thoughe ye se city, bat to take 
16 me, and take vp sum smal loggyng' / so Barnarde Huon. 0 * 
wente / on before / and Huon fayre & easly went 
after, 10 and so enteryd in to the cytye ; And he had 
with hym the .xxx. ryche stones in his bosume / when Huon, with thirty 

^ precloua atonea in 

20 he was enterid in to the cytye, he restyd not tyll 4 he hu boeom, comee 

to the Emperor's 

came to the palyes / and as he went vp the stayres, palace. 

he mette the stewarde of the £mperou[r]s howse, to 8 He meat* there 

the atewardj 

whom he sayd / ' syr, I praye you in y e honoure of our 
24 lorde Iesu chryst, 9 and of the blessed vyrgyn mary 

his mother, 9 to gyue me sum meet, for I am soo hungry and aaka him for 

food. 

that I can skant 11 go on 12 my leges, nor I haue no 

mony to bye me a morsell of brede 1 / when the 

28 steward 13 hard 14 the pylgrym e, he behelde hym well 

and saw how he stafe shakyd in his hande / the which 

he thought had bene for 15 feblenes and pouerte / and 

had of hym great pyte, 16 and demaunded 17 fro whens 

1 and I beseech him humbly that you may haue peace with 
the Emperour Tirrey. 

* before. *- 8 towards the Citie of. 4 mtill. 

8 the Citie of. 6 and. 7 in such sort. 8 vnto. 

9 omitted. 10 him. u scarce. 12 vppon. 
" had well. 14 and vnderstood. u with. 

is and compassion. 17 of him. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



560 huon of burdsuz. [Ca. cxlviii 

he came / ' syr,' J quod Huon, 'I come streght fro the 
holy sepulture, and I haue enduryd moch pouerte ' 2 / 
The Stewart bide ' frende,' quod the stewarde, 'I pray you 8 tary 4 me 

Hnon terry until 

he h«« carried here a lytell seasone / tyll 6 I haue bene in y* presone 4 
ducheu Eaclara- to bere 8 meet to 7 y* duches Esclaramond and to 8 other 
c^erprtwnen. presoners, who cryeth out 9 for fayme 9 that they ben 
in / for yf they be longe in this cayse that they be in, 10 
they can not long 11 endure 12 / for the Emperoure hath 8 
takynge suche an inwarde hate to 18 her and to 18 them 
that be 14 in presone with her / that he hathe made 
They are to be promyse that as soone as Ester be 16 past, the lady 

killed fire days 

hence, shall be brente 16 and the other 17 al hangyd / and 12 

this day is sher 18 thursdaye, so 19 they haue to lyue but 
.v. dayes / and I am ryght sory for y* noble lady that 
our Emperoure wyll put her to dethe without 20 cause * / 
when Huon 21 hard that / he had no membre 22 but that 16 

Hnon tor«iy trymbelyd, and he cast downe his vysage and began 

weeps at this bad ° 

news, sore 23 to wepe, & sufferyd the stewarde to passe and 

and returns into spake no worde 24 / but retorned in to the towne and 

the town, where ' 

he u well lodged went & logyd in y* towne ryght heuy and sorowfull ; 20 

by a notable 

burgees. how be it he was ryght ioyfull / 26 that his wyfe was 

alyue, for he 26 feryd 19 she had bene dede ; he logyd in a 
notable burgesse howse, who receyued hym well for the 
loue of god, but what so euer he had there he coude 24 
nother eete nor drynke for sorowe 27 that he had at his 

To-morrow is hart / then he sayd to 7 his host, 'syr, to morowe 

Good Friday, # 

andj^on aeks is good fryday, the which day I thynk the Emperoure 
Emperor does not wyll gyue great almys* / 'frende,' quod his hoost / 28 

giTe alms on that 

day. 'ye may suerly byleue that the Emperoure wyl gyue as 

to morowe great almes, he wyll gyue of his goodes so 

1 Fol. cxxxvii. col. 2. 9 and miserie. 8 to. 4 for. 
6 vntill. 6 carie. T vnto. 8 the. 
9_Q through famine and rage. 10 now. u omittrd. 
" it. " against 14 are. w ia. 18 burnt. 
17 Prisoners. 18 Shroue. 18 that. 80 a iust. 
81 had well. M nor ioynt 88 pitifully. 84 vnto him. 
85 in. 89 greatly. 87 and greefe. 
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largely to 1 al poure men that 2 commeth to 2 hym that The Emperor win 
day 3 shall he 4 satysfyed / ye shall not fynde a prynce giveUllKely ' 
6 of 5 greater almes / & of one thyng I aduertyse you / 
4 the Emperoure hathe 6 one coustume, that the fyrst and to the first 

* pilgrim that 

poucr pylgryme that comethe to 1 hym to morowe shall comethtohim 
be happy / for there is no thynge in y* world, be nothing that he 

de mands . 

yt neuer so dere, 7 yf he demaurad it of the emperoure 
8 it shall not be denyed hym : it must be at the same 
owre that the emperour goeth to 1 his chapel to say his 
orysons 1 / when Huon 8 vnderstode his hoste / he began 
to reioyce, and thought in 9 hymselfe 10 yf he coude 
12 in any wyse he wolde be the fyrst that shulde demaund Huon determines 

" to be the first, 

almes 11 / but that shulde be nother golde nor syluer, it and demand his 

. wife and the 

shulde be his wyfe and his men that he hathe in prisoners, 
pryson; and also yf he may he wyll axe therwith 

16 his londe 12 / Then the hoste went to his reste / & 

Huon abode in his chambre alone and slepte not of al Haon passed a 
the nyght, but thought how he myght delyuer his considering how 
wyfe / and the presoners that be 13 with her; and all aliiwwswife. 

20 nyghte he was in 14 his prayers 15 desyrynge 16 god to 
cunsayle and ayde hym to recouer his wyfe. 17 Erly 
in the mornynge he rose and made hym redy, and inthemoming 

J ° J J he goes straight 

toke his scrippe and stafe and wente strayte to the to the Emperor's 
24 palays, and sat on 18 y e greses wheras the emperour 
shuld pas / at whiche tyme the emperour was 19 rysen 
vp / 20 there were many other pylgrymes that were there »nd finds there 

many other 

abydynge for y* emperours comynge, and euery man pilgrims who 
28 couetyd to haue the fyrste gyfte / but Huo?i dyd so gio. 
moch by liis subtylte that he was the fyrste that Huon, by his 

y * y subtlety, entered 

enteryd into the chapell, and none other parseyuyd the chapel first, 
hym / and he dyd hyde hymselfe 21 in a corner nere to 1 

1 vnto. *— 1 if they come vnto. 8 they. 4 all. 
6 ~* that doth giue. 6 Fol. cxxxvii. back, col. 1. 7 but. 
8 had well. 9 within. 10 that. 11 of the Emperour. 
12 and Signiore8. 18 were. 14 at. 15 humbly. 
16 our Lord. 17 Escleremond. 18 upon. 19 newe, 
10 and. 81 closely. 

CHARU ROM. VIII. 0 0 
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HUON 07 BURDECJX. 



[Co. czlix. 



»nd in * comtr the emperour8 oratory, and there he sate sty He without 
any worde spekynge, abydyng 1 the comynge of the 



Emperor's 
coming. 



emperour. 



Tb« Emperor 

came into the 

chapel, 

and made hie 

prayers before the 

altar. 



When be wu 
ready to go into 
the oratory, Huon 
drew out a rich 
•tone of such 
virtue, that its 
owner could not 
be overcome by 
his enemy, or 
drowned, or 
burnt. 



The stone cast 
such a brightness 
in the chapel that 




*% How Huon dyd so moche with the em- 4 
perour Therry, that he had peas 3 / & his 
wyfe renderyd to 4 hym and all his londys 5 / 
and howe the emperour brought hym to 4 
the Abbey of Cluny, where as they foimd 8 
the good abbotte in harnays, 6 not know- 
ynge 7 of the peas that was made. 

Ca. C.xlix. 

ow shewethe the story 8 that anone 12 
after that Huon was enteryd into the 
chapell / the emperoure came in and 
knelyd downe before the aulter and 
made his prayers; 9 many pouer men 16 
were there abydynge y* ende of his 
prayers, and no man sawe Huon wheras he was hedyn 10 
in a corner harde by the emperours oratory / when y* 
emperour had made his prayers, he rose and tornyd him 20 
to have gone into his oratory / and Huon who had great 
desyre to be the fyrst <fe 11 to haue the fyrst gyf te of the 
emperoure ; he drewe out of his bage a rych stone / y e 
whiche was of suche vertue that who so euer dyd bere 24 
it hym coude not be ouer come with his enemye, nor 
coud not be drownyd nor brent 12 ; the stone 13 was so 
vertuous 18 that none coud esteme the valure therof. And 
besyde that, it cast such a 14 clerenes in the chapell that 28 
the emperoure was abashid therof, 15 nor he knew not 

1 there for. 2 Fol. oxxxvii. back, col. 2. 3 with him. 
4 vnto. 6 and Signories. 6 armour. 7 any thing. 
8 Historic. • and. 10 closely. u Fol. exxxviii. col. 1. 
12 burnt. 1S ~ 1S had such great virtue. 14 omitted, 
» therat. 
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fro whence that lyght shulde come / then he behelde the Emperor 

. knew not whence 

Huon and Huon helde 1 the stone in his hande, and the light came, 
shewyd it to 2 the emperour / and when the emperoure Huon •howed the 

' Emperor the 

4 saw the riche stone he greatly 3 dyd couet 8 it / and stone, 
auaurasyd hymselfe and toke it 4 of the pylgrymes 
hande / who presentyd it to 2 hym / when the emperour 
had the stone in his hand, he had great ioy at his hart, »nd the Emperor, 

. . , . _ who wa» cunning 

8 for he was cunnynge in the discryuyng of stones, and in precious 

ii. 7 i i 1,1 i »tones, desires to 

sware to hymselfe that the pylgryme shulde neuer haue buy it of the 
it agayne for any thynge that he coude do / but he anfiiwer' g ° ld 
thought 5 if he wold sell it, he wolde gyue hym as 
12 moche golde & syluer as he coud resonably demauwde / 

or elles be thought to kepe it sty 11 what so euer fell or even u> keep it 

happen what 

therof / 6 then the emperoure sayd to 2 Huon, 'pyl- might; 
gryme, I pray the 7 shewe 2 me where 8 hast thou get 8 heaakaHuon 

16 this ryche 9 stone* / ' syr/ quod Huon, * I haue brought by it. 
it fro beyonde y* see* / ' frond,' quod the emperour, 
* wylt thou sel it, and I shall gyue the for it what so euer 
thou wylt haue ; and to be in 10 suertye to bere awaye 

20 my gyfte that I wyll gyue thee for it, I shall cause the 
to be conductyd into thyne owne countre wheresoeuer 
it be ' / 1 syr, 1 quod Huon, ' I wyll gyue it 2 you with a Huon win give 

, iiii the atone to the 

good hart : so it be trew that myne host hathe shewed 2 Emperor ir, 
24 me this daye / for he hathe shewed 2 me that your cuatoS^L^iu 
costume is that y* fyret parsone pylgryme that comethe p^x^Ly™' 
to 2 11 you on 12 this day, 18 good friday, should haue of £g? hemty 
you a gyfte such as he wolde demauwd after that ye haue 
28 made your praiers to our lorde god ' / ' pylgryme,' quod 
the emperoure, 1 he that shewed the that said 14 trouth 14 
and therefore what so euer thou demaundeste other 
boroughe towne or citye, or what thynge so euer it Thia the Emperor 

agrees to do. 

32 be / I promyse to gyue the who so euer be dyspleasyd 

1 did holde. * vnto. *-* desired to haue. 4 out. 

* within himself that. 6 and. 7 to. 
•— 8 thou hast gotten. 9 and bountifull. 10 the more. 
11 Fol. czxzviii. col. 2. 12 vppon. 18 being. 
14 — 14 that which is true. 
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therwith I graunt it 1 the / therfore demaund what* 
thou wylt' / 'syr,' quod Huon, 'of your grace and 
fayre gyfte I s thanke you / therfore, syr, with a good 
hart, I do 4 gyue you that stone that I delyuerid to 5 4 
you 9 right* now in the recompence of the courtoysy and 
Huon wanu gyfte that ye haue grauntid 5 me, the whiche shall be 

neither gold nor J 

•iiTer. nother golde nor syluer, and, syr, by cause I know sar- 

taynly that the renome is ouer al the world that ye be 7 8 
a iust and a trewe noble man, and that 8 ye promyse ye 
wyll vpholde and 9 neuer swarue fro your promys / and 
by cause 10 1 knowe suerly that the promys that ye haue 
made 5 me, ye wyll vpholde of what so euer gyfte 1 12 

whatever it be, desyre to have ' / 1 frende,' quod the emperour, • I wyll 10 

the Emperor will ...... , . . 

hold bj hie you 11 know that yf ye demaund .iui. of my best cityes, 
promiee. ^ sball gyue you them syn 12 1 haue made 10 promys, and 13 

god be pleasyd I shal not go fro u my promyse / for I 16 
had rather 10 one of my handys were cut of then I shulde 
be found false of my wordys / & therfore demaunde 
and suerly ye shall haue your demaund withe out any 
refuse.' 15 'syr,' quod Huon, 'I 16 thanke you* /and 20 
wolde haue kyssyd his f eete / but the emperour wolde not 
Boon then suffer hyni, but toke hym vp / ' syr/ quod Huon, ' fyrste, 

demands pardon 

for the treepaseee before all other thynges, I desyre of you pardon / of all 
he or hie men the yll dedis and trespasses that I or my men haue 24 
the Em£?ror7 in,t done agaynst you ; and yf ye haue in your preson other 

and that all men . , « #> it * 

and women men or women partaynynge to 5 me or of 17 my lynage 
Sudeuvired that ye wyll delyuer them aU to 5 me; and also yf ye 
thataii hie towns, ^ aue tnvn g e of myne other towne 18 / borowe / or 28 
c^wrtaube o^^U / I requyTe you by y e promyse that ye haue 
rendered him. made 8 me to render them to 5 me quyte / syr, any 
other thynge I demaunde not' / ' pylgrym,' qwod the 
emperour, ' make no dought to haue that 8 I haue 32 

1 to. * so euer. 3 most hartely. 4 omitted. 
6 vnto. •-• but euen. * are. 8 which. 
• kepe and. 10 that. 11 well. w seeing. " if. 
14 for in text. 15 deniall. w hartely. 
17 Fol. exxxviii. back, col. 1. 18 or Citie. 
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promysyd 1 / therfore I graunt al your desyre / but I The Emperor 
requyre you humbly 8 shew 8 me what man ye be, & of man this pilgrim 
what countre, and of what lynage, syn 4 ye haue desyred 
4 of me suche a gyfte ' / ' syr,' quod Huon, ' I am he that The pilgrim is 

none other than 

sumtyme was duke of Burdeaux, whome ye haue so the Duke of 

v Bordeaux^ 

moche hated, I come nowe fro beyonde the se, wheras 

I haue endurid moche payne and pouerte. I thanke who thanks onr 

0 Lord that he will 

o our lorde Iesu Chryst that I haue done so moch that I hare again his 
am nowe agreyd with you, and I shall haue agayne the ami his tawta^ 
duches Esclaramonde, my 5 wyfe and my men and 0 
landes 7 yf ye wyll 8 holde 8 your promyse' / when the 
12 Emperoure 9 vnderstode Huon / all his blode began to 
change and 10 was a great space or 11 he spake any worde, 
he was so 12 abasshed, 13 at 14 laste he sayde, 'A, Huon, The Emperor is 

abashed, and 

ar you he by whowie I haue sufferyd so many yllys and 
16 domages, and haue slayne so many of my nephues and 

other of my men / I wolde not haue thought that ye wonders at 

- - , - ' , , , f , . Haon '• boldness 

wolde haue ben so hardy to haue shewed your selfe in thna coming 

into his jr — ~~ 

before me, nor to haue com into my presence, ye haue 
20 well ouercome me and enchaunted me ; I had rather 
haue lost .iiiL of my best cityes, ye and all my countre 
brent 16 and destroyed / ye 16 and my selfe banysshyd out 
of myn owne countre for .iii yere rather than ye shuld 
24 haue thus come to my presence / but syn 4 it is thus 
knowe for trouthe that 17 I haue promysyd 3 you I shall Thei 
vpholde 18 / and fro hence forthe in the honoure of the abide by his 
passyon of 19 our lorde Iesu Chryst, and of this good WOrd * 
28 daye on the whiche he was crucyfyed & put to dethe, 
I pardon you all myne yll wyll and good wyll, I shall 
not be pariurid. your wyfe and your londis, 7 & your win render 

r J J * 'J Hnon those who 

men; I shall render them into your handes / speke belong to him. 

1 vntq you. 8 to. 3 vnto. * seeing. * louing. 
8 my. 7 and Signiories. 
8 ~* be as good as your word and vpholcL 
• had well heard and. 10 hee. n before. 13 sore. 
13 but 14 the. burnt » omitted. 17 whioh. 

18 and keepe. 19 Fol cxxxviii. back, col. 2. 
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HUON OF BURDEUX. 



[Ca. cxlix. 



Hoon thanks 
hhn, and detirtt 
to be forgirtn. 



Tha Emperor 
ktesed Huon 
in token of 



The Emperor 
•hall hare a 
double reward. 

Re asks of Hoon 
his adventures. 



Huon will relate 
them after the 
dirine service has 
been read. 



The Emperor 
led Huon with 
him into the 
oratory, 



and all the lords 
marvel who the 
pilgrim ean be 
to whom the 
Emperor does so 
much honour. 



The Emperor and 
Huon dine 
together, 



and afterwards 
Huon relates bis 
adventures : 

how he had 
spoken with 
Judas; 



therof who lyste / otherwyse shall it not be, nor I wyl 
neuer do the contrary' / then Huon knelyd downe 
before the emperour and 1 thanked hym, and desyred 
hym to forgeue hym all his trespasses / ' Huon,' quod 4 
the emperoure, ' god forgeue you, 2 and as for me, with a 
good harte, I do pardon you ' / then the emperoure toke 
Huon by the hande and toke hym vp and kyste hym 
8 on the mouth* in token of good peas and amyte / 1 syr,' 8 
quod Houn, 'great grace haue I found in you synne 4 
ye kepe 5 your promyse / but, syr, if it maye please our 
lorde god / your guerdon shall be double' / 'Huon,' 
quod y* emperour, 'I requyre you 6 shewe me of your 12 
newes and aduentures that ye haue had ' 7 / 1 syT,' quod 
Huon with a good wyll, ' after that your deuyne ser- 
uyce be 8 done, and the passyon of our lorde Iesu 
Chryste red' / 'Huon,' quod the emperour, 'I 9 can 16 
you thanke 9 for that you saye ' / then the emperour / 
toke Huon by the hand and led hym into his oratory 
with him / wheras they harde the deuyne seruyce 
wherof many lordes and knyghtes 10 were sore abasshed, 20 
and hade 11 maruayle what pylgreme it was that y 9 
emperoure dyd so moche honoure vnto. After that the 
deuine seruyce was done, the emperour retourned into 
his paleis holdynge Huon by the hande / the dyner 24 
was made red y, 12 they wasshed theyr handes and sate 
downe to dyner / and when dyner was done and the 
tables taken up, then in the emperoure presence and 
in 18 all the 14 lordes there, Huon shewed all his 28 
18 aduentures. 

1T Fyrste he shewed howe he had passed the Goulfe 
and spoken with Iudas / and after 16 howe by fortune 



1 right humbly. 

4 



* thee. 8 — 8 verie kindly, 
seeing. * and vpholde. 6 to. 
T since you departed from the Citie of Bordeaux. 8 is. 

9 giue jou good thanks. 10 and Lordes. u great 
u and. 13 of. 14 other. 16 Fol. cxxxix. col. 1. 
18 afterward. 
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of the se he aryued at the castell of the Adamante, how he had 
and howe his company dyed there for 1 famyne: and and beautiful 
shewed 2 of the heaute of that* castell and of the great Adamant; 
4 ryches therin / and after 4 how he was borne 5 thence 
hy a gryflfon to a great rocke, and howe he slewe .v. how he had slain 

the griffin*, 

yonge Gryffons and the olde Gryflfon that brought hym 

thether, wherof he hathe left at Cluny the fote of the and brought to 

a ijiii ij>i» i«i Clunj the foot 

8 same / then he shewed of the fountayne and of the ofthe old griffin; 
tree of youth, and how he gathered therof three fayre how he gathered 
apples, and more he wolde naue gathered but that our XTtreTof youth; 
lord god cowmaunded hym by his aungel that he shuld 

12 not be so hardy 6 to gather any more, and after that he 

shewed how 7 he had passed the Goulfe of perse in howhepaeaed 
great parell 8 / and sayd, furthermore, ' syr, when I was ^d^Sered 
passed that Goulfe I gathered many precious stones; predouTt tones; 

16 that 9 I haue geuen you was one of them, the whiche 
stone is of great vertue / 10 then I came to the great 
city of Thauris in Perse, whereas I founde a noble 
ad my rail, an olde auncyent knyght ; and he shewed 11 

20 me great courtoyses, and I gaue him one of myne apples how the admiral 
to ete ; and as sone as he had eten therof he became 18 yo ung again by 
as yong as he was when he was but of .xxx. yere of age / J^piee? 6 ° f 
and I thynke 7 fro thens hether can not be founde a 

24 fayrer prynce ; and he was before of a 18 .vi. score and 
.viL yeres of age / and, syr, because I desyre withe all 
my harte to haue youre good grace, and that good peas 
and ferme maye be had betwene you and me, I wyll Huon win give 

* the third apple 

28 gyue you the tbyrde apple y* which 14 1 kepte for my to the Emperor, 
selfe, by the whiche yf ye do ete it ye shall become 
agayn as yong and as lusty 15 as ye were when ye were 16 
of the age of .xxx. yerys.' The emperoure when he 
harde that the apple that Huon wolde geue hym to eate 

1 by. * declared. 8 the. 4 afterward. 
6 caried from. 6 as. 7 that. 8 and dauoger. 
8 which. 10 and. 11 to. 12 to he. 13 omitted. 
14 Fol. cxxxix. col. 2. M and aa stronge. 
18 but. 
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The Emperor is shulde cause hym to retourne to his yonge age agayne / 
th^Mbe^riii he was so ioyful that he neuer made suche chere before 

bejoungonce ^ ^ ftn y man ^ fa <jyd fli^ ^1 JJuon / 

and sayde howa 2 he wolde be his frend for euer, and 4 
neuer fayle hym, and sayd, 1 frend, I abandon my body 
and offert Huon and my 3 goodes at your pleasure / and I geue you two 

two good cities , <* ■ 

and eo.ooo men to good cityes to encrese your syngnorye / and besyde that 
w "' I promyse you if ye haue any busynes to do, I shall 8 
socoure you with .lx. 4 thousande men, and shall ayde 
you as y* father shulde do the sone. Therwith Huon 
wolde haue kneled downe to haue thanked the emperour, 
but he wolde not suffer hym : 6 then Huon toke the apple 12 
out of his bage and delyuered it to 1 the emperoure, the 
emperoure who was sore desyrous to knowe yf he shuld 
waxe yorg agayne by reason of etinge of the apple ; he 
callyd to 1 hym his lordes* to the entent 8 they shulde 16 
se that maruayle / 6 when the emperour had the apple 

The Emperor in his hand he put it 7 to his mouthe and dyd eat it 

eatt the apple, 

euery dele, 8 and as he was etynge therof his age 
chaunged in to youthe, and by that tyme he had eten 20 
and becomes at all the apple / his whyght berde fell of and the skynne 

once as rnddj and rr / jo j 

strong as a man chaungyd lyke a man of .xxx. yeres of age / and also 
y years. ^ £ ace an( j ^ pody that before was all ryuyled* 

and rugged and pale, became then as whyght and 10 24 
ruddy, and felte hymselfe as lyght and fresshe & ag 
quycke to do any thynge, and as stronge as he was 

aii present when he was of the age of .xxx. yeres / wherof all that 

marvel greatly, 

were 11 present had 12 great maruayle and were 18 ioyful of 28 
that aduenture that was fallen to 1 the emperoure whom 
and teii the they louyd / then they sayd, ' a, 8 syr, suche a gyf te was 

Emperor he 

should praise God, neuer geuen to any emperoure or kyngo / well ye ought 

that he ever was . <i-.ii , r- 1 1 ,. , „ ~ 

acquainted with to praise our lord god, what so euer losse y[e] 14 haue 32 
had / that euer ye were aquaynted with duke Huon.' 

1 vnto. 8 that 8 omitted. 4 fortie. 6 and. 
• and Barons. 7 in. 8 whit • wrinkled. 10 as. 11 there. 
12 Fol. cxxxix. back, col. 1. right. 14 yt in text. 
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% How the emperour made good cher to 1 
2 Huo» of Burdeaux. Ca. C.xl[= cl] 

~ Hen the emperour saw hymselfe waxe 
yonge agayne, he was so ioyfull that he 
wyste not what to do ; then he clyppyd in great joy, 
and kyssed huon more then .x. tymes, embrace? Huon, 
sayenge, 'my ryghte dere frende, I 
8 praye you 8 forgeue me all the ylles 4 that I haue done 1 and asks Mm to 
you, and for the sorowo and payne 5 that I haue caused behu done Lim. 
your noble wyfe and men to suffer ' / then the emperoure 
called to 1 hym two of his lordes, and sayd / 'syrs, I 
12 wyll that all the pouer people that be in my chapell aii the poor are 

' to be clothed and 

this day be newly -aparay led, and to haue mete and fed by the 
drynke suffycyent, for the loue of the passyon of our bounty^" 
lorde Iesu chryst, who this day hath done me that grace 
16 that I am retourned fro age to youthe.' 'syr,' quod they, 

'your commaundemente shall be done' / 6 they went Two lords 

* execute the 

& executed his pleasure. Then Duke Huon aprochyd command. 
to 1 the emperoure, and sayd, 'syr, I desyre humbly Huon humbly 

n _ desires that liie 

20 your grace to delyuer my wyfe 7 and my men out of wife and men be 

, , deUTered out of 

preson/ 1 syr/ quod the emperoure, 1 it is good reason prison. - 
that I do it ' / then he sente for the gayler who had the 
lady and the other presonerS in his kepynge, and corn- 
24 maunded hym that the lady Esclaramo/wl & the other 
presoners shuld be brought into the hall / the gayler 
went to the pre 8 son, & Huon with hym / 9 when they Huon goes with 

the gaoler to the 

came thether / Huon wente to the dore & cryed out prison door, 
28 aloude, and sayd, 1 A, my ryght swete syster, I byleue ™& a*** 

J ' ' * "° * i j his fear that the 

ye 10 haue bene here 11 but yl loged : I haue great fere that i*dy cannot 

• m , , , endoreher 

by reason of y e paynes that ye haue endund ye can not suiierings much 
long contynue / sartaynely yf ye dye I shal neuer haue kmger ' 

1 vnto. 2 Duke. 3 to. 4 and dammagea. 
6 paine before eorowe. 8 then. 7 Escleremond. 
8 Fol. cxxxix. back, col. 2. 9 and. 10 that 
n here after lodged. 
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ioy.' 1 when the lady 2 Esclaramond 8 hard the voice of 
hym that spake at the dore / she stode styl and studyed 
The lady emIwa- what voyce it myght be: for she thought 4 she had 
■he iwd h«ard hard that voyce before 6 / & when she had mused a 4 
Mdwhe^she 0 *"' lytell/ she thought it shulde be the voyce of Huon her 
ITmllm^ she husbond : wherof she had suche ioy & myrth at her 
frtnted for Ttry nar ^ (fa^ 0 f a season she coude not speke, but fell 
when she rerived in a swoune in the preson : & when she reuyued & 8 

■lie cried out that 

•lie had been eo came agayne to herselfe, she cryed out & said, ' a, my 7 
pain Imd miMry. dere lorde and husband, long haue you lefte me in 
nayne & mysery all a lone in this stynkynge & horrible 
preson, in the handes of them that loue you nothynge / 12 
and haue sufferyd moche payne* colde, and hunger; 
and 8 great pouerte and in great fere of dethe/ 9 
1T when Huon 10 harde 11 his dere wyfe 12 speke 12 so pe- 
Hnon'a sorrow tuously / so row 13 so closid his hart that he had no power 16 

at hearing these 

words was so to speke one word, and the teres fell 14 in his eyen 15 
could only weep, for 18 petye that he had of his 17 wyfe 18 / also y e gayler 
for very petye 19 was constrayned to wepe / and so went 
The gaoler downe into y e preson & brought the lady vp / and 20 

brought up 

Eseiaramonda. then Huon and she beheld eche other, and coude speke 
Huon and site no worde of a great season : 20 but ran and enbraced and 
other, kyssed eche other / & so fell downe 21 bothe in a traunce / 

andwi down in a ^22 foyQ tyll 23 other knyghtes came thether 24 & 24 
ferid 24 that they had bene ded ; there was none but that 
wepte for petye / then the emperour cam thether hym- 
selfe, and sore wepte and repented hym self e of the ylles 
the lords revire that he had 26 caused 26 the lady 27 to suffer: ^then 28 
the 29 lordes reuyued them / then they clyppyd & kyssyd 

1 at my heart. 2 Duchesse. 8 had well. 
4 within herself that 8 that time. • while. 7 right 
8 haue endured. 9 and desperation. 10 had well. 
u and vnderstood. 12 who spake. 13 and greefe. 
14 from. 16 and trickled downe his cheekes. 18 the. 

17 louing. 18 Escleremond and. 19 that he had. 
20 space. 21 to the ground. n they. 28 vntill. 
**-** fearing. 88 FoL clx. (xl.) col. 1. 28 done to. 
27 and made her. 28 aud. 29 knightes and. 
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together / and Huon sayd / ' fayre lady, I requyre you 1 and Huon asks 
pardon me 2 that I haue taryed so longe fro you, & for having tarried 

10 long prom her. 

haue lefte you in suche pouerte / payne / & parell 8 of 
4 deth. I 4 haue scapyd, 5 the which I 6 thanke 7 god 
of his grace 1 / ' syr,' quod she, ' we ought greatly to 
thanke 8 god, when he hathe sente vs that grace to se 
eche other & to come together* / and that y* haue 
8 peas with y e emperour ' / then the gayler went to all y* The gaoler 

releases all 

presons, and toke out al Huons men, and brought them Huon's men, 
to 10 hym, who had great ioye when they saw theyr g^uy tosee 
lorde and mayster in sauegarde, and thankyd our lord hUn " 

12 god, and humblye saluted Huon, and sayd / 'a, 11 syr, 
blessed be the oure of your comynge, wherby we ar 
delyuered fro the paynes, trauayles / and pouertes / 
that we haue bene in.' ( My ryght dere frendes,' quod 

16 Huon / ' thus goeth the worlde ; you and I ar bound to «- 
thanke 7 god of that he sendeth to 10 vs' / then the em- 
perour toke Huon by the one hande and Esclaramond 
by the other, and led them into his palays, where as 

20 the tables were sette / and there sate downe to gether The Emperor sit* 
the emperour and Huon and the duches / and al the with Huon and 
presoners at another table / and were all rychly seruyd / the priwncii are 
of theyr inetys and seruyces & ioye that they made, I m&di aw rSaSj 

24 wyll make therof but small rehersayle. And when Mnr * d# 
they had al dyned, the emperour ordayned ladyes & 
damoyselles to serue the duches Esclaramond, and 
ordayned chaumbers for y* dake and for 11 her, & for all chambers are^ 

28 the other / they were 12 sarued of all thynges that they ail, 
desyred / and they had newe aparayle acordynge to theyr 
desgres / anone y* newes 18 was knowen in the citye of and the news of 

the peace between 

the peas 14 betwene Huon and the emperour, & how 18 he the Emperor and 

Huon Is spread 

32 had his wyfe 18 renderyd to 10 hym, & his men delyuered through the city. 

1 to. 8 in. 3 daunger. 4 and. 6 for. 
6 humbly. 7 our Lord. 8 almightie. 9 againe. 
10 vnto. u omitted. 18 there. 18 and tidinges. 
" made. J6 Fol. clx. (xl). col. 2. 
18 the Duchess Escleremond. 
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out of preson / wherof Barnard, as he was in y* towne 
Barnard hasUns harkenynge for newes, was ryght ioyf ull / & wente in 
hast to 1 the palays, wheras he found Huon in his 
chamhre, with his wyfe y* fayre Esclaramond / 2 as sone 4 
as he saw the duches, the water fell fro his eyen for ioy ; 
The udy knew then he saluted Huon and the duches / 2 y e lady knew 

him at once. ' J J 

she own wrn^ hym incontynent, and sayde / ' a, syr Barnard, wel I 
haseooghtner ought to loue and to cherysshe you / that ye haue so 8 

lord and brought 

him hither. sought for my'lorde and husbonde as 3 to bryng 3 hym 
nether.' 1 Madame/ quod he, ' I haue done no thynge 
Barnard telle of but that 4 I was bounde 5 to do / 6 great payne & 

trauayle 7 my lorde hath suffered* / 2 then he shewed 12 
suche newes as he knewe, wherof many great lordes 
and knyghtes had great ioy to here hym for the mer- 
At the end of uaylles that he shewed 8 / Thus,* when they had bene 
Emperofln^* there the space of .viii dayes, and that theyr men were 16 
"ntentiou 1 ©* well refreshed / then 10 the emperour assewibelyd 11 his 
HMn a Md g the Jk * lordes, and sayd / ' syrs, it is my wyll to lede and con- 
^rdeto^toeet ctocte duke Huon & the duches to Burdeaux, to set 
^To^thST" - " them in possessyon of theyr londes and sygnoryes. 2 1 20 
Ten d thoiiaand wv * haue .x. M. men to go with me and them, and to 
brynge me agayne hether to Magence: acordynge to 
his com maund ement the men were made redy / & when 
the emperour had ordeyned for Huons estate as it 24- 
aparteyned for hym & his wyfe & his men, & when 
euery thynge was redy, they 11 mounted on 12 theyr horses, 
& the duches had a ryche lytter / then 18 they departed 
They depart from fro 14 Magence / & secyd not tyll they came within .ii. 28 

If ayence, and 

reach ciuny. leges of the abbey of Cluny / the good abbot, who knew 
The ahbot, haring nothynge of the agrement betwene the emperour & Huon, 

heard no newt of 

Huon, had had gathered together of men of warre a 18 .xx. M., & 
1 vnto. 2 and. 

*-* that dow at last through your tedious trauaile you haue 
found him, and brought. 

4 what. 8 in duty. 8 I am sory for the. 7 that. 

8 discoursed vnto them. 9 Then. 10 omitted. 

« all. w vi>on. " so. " the Citie of. u about 



men ere to 
accompany him. 
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they were logyd in Uhe toune of Cluny ; and the abbot gathered w.ooo 

. men of war, who 

was aduertysed of the emperours comynge into those are lodged in the 
partyes, and he hard no newes of Huon, wherof he ^^^k^*' 
i was 2 sorowfull 8 / & thought that the emperoure had when he saw the 

Emperor coming, 

taken Huon presoner : then he issued out of the towne, the abbot ranged 
and renged his men in good order of batayle without of battle, and 
the town in a fayre playne, there abydynge for y* Emperor. 
8 emperoure, whome ho sawe comynge. 

«f How the emperour aryuyde at Cluny, and 
how the abbot set on 4 hym / and of y* 
pease that was ther made, and how the 

12 emperour conueyed Huon to Burdeaux, & 
rewderyd to hym al his londys, and of the 
partitfge of 5 the emperour, and how Huon 
made his prouysion to go to kyng oberon. 

16 Ca. cli. 

Hen the emperour saw the town of The Emperor 
Cluny, he demaunded of Huon 9 to towhombeionga' 
whome partayned that towne /'syr/ S^y™ 0 ' 
quod he, * it 7 is belonginge 7 to an itbeiongeto 

Huon's uncle, 

yncle of myne, who is abbot there, 8 who i» abbot 
& we must pas that waye, and also I must nedes speke 
with hym or 9 I go to Burdeaux 9 / the same tyme the 
24 abbot, who was 10 on a pusaunte 11 courser well armed at The abbot saw 

' _ the Emperor 

all peces, 12 sawe the emperoure comynge towardes coming, 
Cluny / 13 then he sayd to his men, 'syrs, thynke this and exhoru his 

y ' men to do well. 

day to do wel M / for yonder before vs we may se y* 
28 emperoure our enemye comynge, wherfore we cannot 
scape without batayle ; I am sure he hath taken Huon 

i Fol. clx. (xl.) back, col. 1. 8 right. 

8 and sore displeased. 4 vpon. 6 them and. 
• if he could tell him. 7-7 belongeth. 8 of. 

9 before. 10 then mounted. 11 and strong. 

12 points. 13 and. 14 and valiantly. 
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my nephue, but by the faythe that I owe to my lord 1 
9 saynte Benet, my patron / that takynge shalbe derely 
bought. 9 then they couched theyr speres and sporyd 
theyr horses, & com rynnynge towardes the emperour ; 4 
and when the emperour saw them, he called Huon, 
The Emperor and sayd / 1 syr, yonder ye maye se men of warre 
the meaning of all armed come rynnyng agaynst vs / I wote not what 
theee^m^m^wer. they thynke 8 to do / but they seme to be oure enemyes 8 

as far as I can parseyue / 4 they be a great nombre, 5 
Hnon explains they are to be doughted and feryd ' / ' syr/ quod Huon, 

that the abbot ... 1111 » ~, 111 

doee not know of it is myne Yiicle the abbot of Cluny, who hath reysed 
the Kmjew and* vp his men to so co u re me / for he is not aduerteysed of 12 
Hoon. ^ e peas made betwene you and me, 6 he thynkethe 7 

Tiie abbot daehei ye haue taken roe presoner.' Hherwith the abbot 

in among the . 

Emperor*i men, dasshed in among the emperours company, and the 
o7^e*GCTm1m*. fyret that he mette he ran hym clene thrughe with his 16 
spere / and so he seruid the second, thyrde, and 
fourth / and when his spere was broken, he drewe out 
his sworde / wherwith he bet downe the Almaynes, 
that it was maruayle to behold hym / and then came in 20 
his men / and they dyd suche dedys of armes that 
parforce the almayns were fayne to recule, 8 & many 
The Emperor, in were slayne 9 and cast 10 to the erthe. when y* emperour 
blamed ^oii for saw that he was in a 11 great rage, and sayd to 13 Huon / 24 
theee ill deeds. t g ^ ^ are greatly to blame to suffer your vncles men 
Hoon le sorry, to sle myne ' / 1 syr/ quod Huon, * I am ryght sory 

and ready to 

make amende. of 13 that they haue done / I am redy to make you 

araendes in what 14 wyse u it shall please you' : ther- 28 
Huonrideetothe with duke Huon rode to 12 the 16 abbot his vncle / and 
great displeasure, in great dyspleasure sayd, ' vncle, ye haue done 10 ryght 
ylL' 16 when the abbot 17 parseyued Huon, he was ryght 
ioyous 18 / and he enbrasid hym and sayd / ' fayre 32 

1 and to. 9 Fol. clx. (xl.) back, col. 2. 9 meane. 
* and. * and therfore. 6 surely. T that. 
8 retire backe. 9 and destroyed. 10 downe. 
11 omitted. 19 vnto. 13 for. ,4 - M so euer. 
16 good. 18-16 great euill and 17 saw 8t. 18 ioyfulL 
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nephue, I thought 1 the emperour had taken you The abbot 

thought the 

presoner, & wold haue put you to deth / I knew not Emperor had 
that ye had peas with 2 hym.' then he made his men prisoner, and 
4 to retraye 8 backe fro the almayns ; 4 then he and Huon ^ffiS ff m ***** 
together come to 6 the emperour; then 4 the abbot d^^wi^n] 
saluted hym, and sayde / < syr, I pray you* pardon me ^SuSZ 
in that I haue thus come agaynst you / for sartaynly I ^awlotaeka 
8 had thought ye wolde haue hanged & slayne my JJjJ^JJj^ to 
nephue, duke Huo?» of Burdeaux, nor I knew not that 
there was any peas betwene you / therfore, syr, I 
requyre you pardon me / and I offer my self e to make 

12 to you a mendes at the deuyce 7 of your cunsayle* / 

syr/ quod the emperour, ' I pardon you for the loue of 8 *»d for love of 
iuke Huon, 9 whom I take as 10 my 11 specyall frende.' Emperor dots *>. 
Thus as ye haue hard the peas was made betwene the 

16 emperoure and the abbot of Cluny / Then they rode 

together tyl 12 they came to 6 Cluny, where y* emperour The abbot 

' receiTed the 

was receyuyd with great ioye / when the good abbot Emperor with 
had receyuyd the emperour and logyd hym in the ciwiy? 07 ** 
20 abbey, then he came to 5 y* duches Esclaramond, 

and enbracid and kyssed her, and sayd, 'my ryght andweicomea 

* iilIl • 14. 4, nioetjoyfWIy 

dere nese, your comynge 18 hether is 14 to me greatly theducheea 
agreable, 14 well I am pleasid to se you hole and in good 

24 poynt, 15 & I am sore dyspleased for the great y lies 16 and 
pouertyes that ye haue endured, yf I myght a mended 
it / but syn it is the wyll and pleasure of our lorde Iesu 
chryst, bothe you and we all ought to be content, 

28 blessed be his name ' / 1 fayre 17 vncle,' quod the duches / 

* greatly we ought to thanke and to cherysshe you / for 
ye haue bene father and refuge of my doughter Claryet, 
whorae I desyre greatly to se ' / then y* 17 abbot led the Theducheea 

greatly deeirei to 

32 duches 18 into the chambre wheras her doughter Claryet see her daughter, 

1 that. 8 Fol. clxi. (xli.) col. 1. 5 retire. * and. 
5 vnto. 0 to. 7 aduice. 8 that I beare vnto. 
9 of Bourdeaux. 10 for. 11 faithful! and. 12 vntill. 
13 vnto me. 14 - 14 greatly acceptable. 16 health. 
18 euils. 17 good. 18 Escleremond. 
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andUlndMd 
Joytal to find b 
•o beaatlM an 
good. 



They dint all 
togothor; 

the docheti 
cannot taka her 
ejet off Clariet. 



Huon telle the 
ducheee the 
Emperor detlree 
to tee Clariet. 



The Emperor 
embrace* her, 
and praise* hex 
beauty. 



was, who came and knelyd led 1 downe before her 
mother / 8 when y e duches 8 saw her / it was no 
maruayle thoughe she was ioyfull at her harte, for 
when 4 she sawe her so fayre and so well endroctryned 5 / 4 
ye may well thynke that her ioy excedyd all other / 
she enhraced and kyssid her more then .xx. tymis, and 
said, ' my dere doughter, synne I saw yon laste, I haue 
endured great 6 mysery / but thankes be geuen to our 8 
lorde Iesu cbryst and to his swete mother / your father 
and I ar come together, 7 and haue peas withe the 
emperour 1 / then they went into the chambre wheras 
there dyner was aparayled 8 redy for them, and there 12 
dyned together with great consolacyon, and all that 
dyner tyme the duches coude not cast her eyen fro y e 
regardynge of her doughter Claryet / for the great 
beautye that she saw 9 in her / and when they had 16 
dyned, the lordes and knyghtes and squyers cam to se 
the ladyes as they were acustomed to do ; and as they 
were there deuysynge, 10 Huon enteryd into the chambre, 
and 11 his vncle the abbot n with hym, and they said to 12 20 
the duches, 13 ' lady, ye muste come to 12 the emperoure 
and brynge your doughter w/tA you, for he desyrethe 
greatly to se her.' then the lady, who was redy to do 
her husbondes commaundement, whente into y e hall, 24 
and her doughter with her, where as they founde 
the emperour, who receyuyd them with great ioye / and 
toke the young lady Claryet in his armes & kyssed her 
swetely, and sayd / c my ryght dere doughter, your 28 
comyng hether is to me ryght agreable 14 / god parforme 
in you that 16 fayleth ; 18 as for beaulte ye fayle 18 not' / 
1 Huon/ quod the emperoure, 'great graces 17 ye ought 



1 to in text. 3 and. 9 her mother. 
* Fol. clxi. (xli.) col. 2. 6 educated. • pouertie and. 

7 in sauegard. 8 prepared. 9 and percoiued. 
10 together. 11-11 the good abbot his vncle. 18 vnto. 
13 Faire. 14 acceptable. 16-16 which wanteth. 
16 want. 17 thanks. 
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to render to 1 our lorde lesu chryst, that he is so The Emperor teiis 

Huon that he 

fryndely to 1 you as to sende you such a chyld as ought to render 
this lady is here before me, for I thynke that of beauty our^orTjesos 

4 this day there is no lady nor damosel 2 leuing in this goodneae to him. 
world that may 3 compare with your 4 doughter* / ' syr/ 
quod Huon, 'I pray to 5 god to parfourme 6 that 7 
she wantethe* / great pleasure had the emperoure to 

8 regarde 8 the damoysell, and so had all other 9 that were 
there present / thus as ye haue hard, the emperoure was 
reseyued at Cluny / & was greatly feasted by y* abbote 
there, for as sone as the emperoure was come thether, 
12 the 10 abbot sente ouer all the cuntre for ladyes and The abbot eenda 

all over the 

damosels to feste the emperoure / 11 there they were a 12 country for ladtee 
.iii dayes with great iustis and sportes / 11 when they enter^"the U> 
departed there was nother lady nor damoysel but that For* ton» day* 

16 the emperoure gaue her some gyfte / the fourthe daye t^I^u^ 1 * 
after that the emperour had hard mas,* 3 and his 1 * 
caryage redy, then he and duke Huon, and the duches ScMady »1 
Esclaramonde and Claryet her doughter, departed fro gjf;^ foarth ^ 

20 Cluny, & with them the good abbot who brought then* 2^ m |X" ,d 
to 15 Burdeaux / for he louyd so moche 16 Huon and the mon< ? e Wld h f 

' * daughter, and the 

Duches and Claryet whome he had brought vp,that he good abbot aet out 

for Bordeaux. 

wolde not abandon them so sone ; Huon sent barnard Huon sends 

a j «t» » mi. Barnard on first 

24 before to 1 "Burdeaux, syngnyfyenge 1 thern of the city to warn the city 
of the emperours commyng and his, and of the peas ofthelroo,n, " g - 
made betwene the emperour and hym / Barnard 
departed and was wel receyuyd at Burdeaux ; then he He u well 

28 assembelyd together all the burgesses of the citye, and when he has toij 

1 1 i . " _ his news to the 

shewed 1 them of y* emperours comynge thether, and burgesses, 
withe hym duke Huon and the duches Esclaramond 
and claryet theyr doughter, and of the peas that 

1 vnto. * that is. 8 is able to. 

4 FoL clxi. (xli.) back, col. 1. 6 vnto our Lord. 

* in her. 7 which. 8 behold. 

8 Lords, Ladies, and Damsels. 10 good. 11 and. 

u omitted. 13 Seruice. 14 baggage and. 
16 vnto the Citie of. 18 well. 17 the citie of. 
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they send 
immediately to 
Blare and 
Geronell, and over 
all the country of 
Burdeloys ; 
all the noblemen 
and burgesses 
hasten to 
Bordeaux to 
receive their 
Duke. 

They ride out on 
horseback to meet 



they salute the 
Emperor, 



who delivers to 
them their 
rightful lord, 
quit of fealties 
and homages. 

They praise the 
Emperor for his 
Justice to them 
while they were 
under him. 

The Emperor is 
Joyful to be so 
praised before 
Huon. 



They all ride in 
state through the 
streets to the 



The streets are 
well adorned, 
and in the 
windows are 
ladies and 
maidens singing 
melodiously. 



was made betwene the emperour and 1 Huon / tlies 
newea were sent incontynent to Blaye and Geronyll- 
and oner all the countre of Burdeloys / 2 then all noble, 
men as well as burgesses came hastely to 8 Burdeaux for 4 
to receyue theyr ryghtfull lorde, duke Huon. 2 when 
they were there assembelid, they mun 4 ted on 5 theyr 
horses and rode forthe to mete the emperour and duke 
Huon theyr naturall lorde / they were together a* .vi. 8 
thousande horses / when they aproched nere to s the 
emperoure, they saluted hym, to 8 whome the emperour 
sayd openly / ' al ye syrs, noble men & burgesses that 
hathe before this time made to 8 me feaulte and 12 
homage / I delyuer you quyte in to the handes of your 
ryght naturall lorde, as ye haue bene before tyme / 
and I quyte clerely your homages & feaulties done to 8 
mo ' / then they all thanked the emperour of his good 1 6 
iustyce and reason that haue alwayes done to 8 them in 
the seson whyles they were vnder hym / the emperour 
was 7 ioyfull that they so praysed him before duke 
Huon ; 2 then they cam to 8 duke Huon and to the 20 
duches 8 and to Claryet, 9 <fe dyd to 8 them theyr 
reuerence acordyng; thus they cam to 8 the citye of 
Burdeaux, wheras they were ioyfully receyued, & a 
clothe of estate was borne ouer 10 the emperour, vnder 24 
the which ho rode, styl holdynge Huon by the hand, 
tyll 11 they came to 8 the paleys / the stretes were 
strawed with grene herbes and russhes, and hangyd 
rychely / the wyndowes garnysshed with ladyes and 28 
damoysek, burgesses / and maydens, melodyously 
syngynge / wherof the emperoure was 7 ioyfull / the 
children rynnynge in the stretes 2 cryenge nowell 12 
for 18 ioye 14 that they had of the comynge of theyr 32 

1 Duke. * aod. 8 vnto. 
4 Fol. clxi. (xli.) back, col. 2. 6 vpport. 6 about 
7 right 8 Escleremond his wife. • their Daughter. 
10 before. 11 vntill. 12 noel, noel. 18 the great 
14 and mirth. 
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lorde & lady; when they were come to 1 the palays / On reaching tie 

* palace they go to 

they alyghted and wen te to theyr chaumbers redy the chambera 

apoynted for them / yf I wolde reherse y e ioyes and mdjforthBIB » 
4 sportes and solempnytes that was made at 2 Burdeaux 
it shuldo be noyfull 3 and ouer longe to declare it / for 

the feaste 4 was suche that no man as then leuynge had and for eight daye 

there it inch 

sene any suche, the 6 which endured 6 .viiL dayes / rejoicing aa no 
Sduringe the whiche tyme the emperoure declared to 1 i^ierabetore. 
them of that countre the peas that was made betwene 
hym and duke Huon, and howe he wolde delyuer 
all his londes 7 in to his handes, and clerely aquyte 

12 euery man of theyr feaulte & hommage to hym made, 

whereof euery man was ioyfull / & on 8 the .ix. daye On the ninth day 
that the emperour shuld depart, he called duke Huon ukea^aveof 
to 1 hym, and sayd, 'my ryght dere trend, he that Huon * 

161 loue best in this worlde, if any warre or busynes and promiaea to 
hap to fal to 1 you / let me haue knowlege therof / with men of arms 
and I shall send you .xLM. men of armes and myselfe neeTwm? 011 th * a 
in parson to come and 9 ayde 10 you ' / ' syr/ quod Huon, 

20 'of y* courtoyse that ye offer me, I 11 thanke you, and Huon thanks 
alwayes I shal repute myselfe as your trewe seruant e^erb^hiTtrue 
& feythfull frend.' Then the emperour went to the uthmi friend. 
duches 12 and toke his leue of her, and of 18 Claryet her The Emperor 

24 dough ter, and 14 kyssed them at his departynge, and so duchess and her 
he dyd all 15 other ladys and damoysellis, and gaue gives them rich 
eche 16 of them some gyfte; he gaue ryche gyftes to 1 toeachofthe 
the duches and to her doughter / 17 the?* he toke his gwesiome*gm. 

28 leue and mounted on 8 his horse, and so issued out of 

the towne 18 / duke Huon & the 19 abbot of Cluny Duke Huon and 

the abbot accom- 

conueyed hym a 20 .ii. leges, then they toke ther leue 21 panyhimfortwo 

1 vnto. 2 the noble Citie of. 8 too tedious. 
4 and cheere. 6 Fol. cxliii. {should be cxlii.) col. 1. 
8 for the space of. 7 and Signiories. 8 vppon. 9 to. 
10 and succour. 11 hartely. 12 Escleremond. 
18 the faire Ladie. 14 embraced and. 16 the. 
: 16 euerie one. 17 and. 18 citie of Bourdeaux and. 
19 good. 20 about. 
81 of the Emperour aud of his Lords and Knightes. 

P P 2. 
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leagues, and then 

return to 
Bordeaux. 
When lie had 
sojourned there 
eight days, Huon 
visited all hi* 
towns and castle* ; 
he returned to 
Bordeaux, and 
remained there a 
month. 



Huon reminds his 
wife how Oberon 
has given him 
all the realm of 
Fairyland, and 
made him promise 
after four years 
had passed to ro 
to him, to be put 
in possession of 
the realm. 

If Huon fail to 
go Oberon will 
utterly destroy 
him, and now, 
therefore, it is 
necessary for 
Huon to go. 
He leaves his 
wife in Barnard's 
care, 

and his daughter 
In that of the 
abbot. 

Huon leaves with 
the abbot his 
riches and 
precious stones 
as dowry for hie 
daughter. 



and retorned to 1 Burdeaux / then after that duke* 
Huon had soiorned there an 8 .viii. dayes, he rode to 1 
Geronyl and to Blames, and to 1 all other townes and 
castelles, where he was receyuyd with great ioy, 4 and 4 
set offycers in them / then he retourned agayne to 6 
Burdeaux to the duches 6 his wyfe / & after that he 
taryed there 8 a monethe / duke Huon deuysed with his 
wyfe in the presence of the 7 abbot his vncle, & of 8 
Bernarde, 8 & sayd, 'my ryght dere wyfe, he that 
rememberethe not the goodnes 9 done to 1 hym, may be 
reputed as vncourtoys ; 10 I say it by cause ye know well 
that kyng Oberon hath done 1 vs great good, & hath 12 
delyueryd vs out of many great parelles of deth, and as 
ye sawe but late by the .ii. knyghtes that rescued you 
fro the dethe and fro the parell 11 that ye were in / and 
ye knowe well 12 the last tyme that kynge Oberon 16 
went 13 fro Burdeaux, he gaue me all his realme of the 
Fayry / & the pusaunce that he hath there / and he 
made me to promyse 14 that after that .iiii. yeres were 
passed that I shulde come to 1 hym, and that he wolde 20 
then put me in pocessyon of his realme / and he sayd 
that yf I fayled my day he wolde vterly dystroy me / 
ye know 15 what hath fallen to 1 me or 16 this by brekyng 
of his commaundement / and therfore, dere lady and 24 
wyf, it is necessary that I go to 1 hym; 17 1 shall leue 
you with Barnarde, who shall haue the kepynge of my 
londes & of you / and as for my doughter, I wyl leue 
her with the abbot here, myn vncle, / who I desyre 28 
here before you / that he wyll kepe & gouerne my 
doughter Claryte / and with hym I wyll leue all my 
ryches and precyous stones that I brough with me / to 
the entent to mary her so 12 it be to a man of great 32 

I vnto. * omitted. 8 about. 4 and mirth. 
6 vnto the Citie of. • Escleremond. 7 good. 

8 his Coozen. • Fol. cxliii[ii]. ool. 2. 10 vngratefull. 

II dauDger. 12 that; 13 departed. 14 hym. 

» well. » before. « »nd. 
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valure / but I wyll not that she be maried to 1 any she is not to 
parsone for riches, but a paraone that is worthy 2 I S«*^tMat°for 
wolde shuld haue her / for she hath and shall haue ^ wort,lineM ' 

4 ryches ynoughe for her selfe and for a man of great 
auctoryte* / 'fayre nephue,' quod y e abbot, 'your 
goynge shal be to 3 me dyspiesant 4 yf I myght amende 
it / yf god wyll no man leuynge shall haue your 

8 doughter my nece in maryage, without 6 he be a man of 
hye parentage and garnysshed with vertues and good The abbot has 

enough treasure 

maners; and as for your ryches 6 she shall not nede to himself to dower 
ha 7 ue any therof, for I haue treasure 8 ynoughe to mary an^doesm*' 

, n , , . * therefore need 

12 her nODlye. Huon's riches. 

% How Duke Huon deuysed with the duches 
his wyfe of his departynge / and how she 
sayd she wold go with hym, and how he 
16 lefte his doughter and lond 9 in the kepyng 
of his vncle, the 10 abbot of Cluny, & of 
Barnarde his cosyn. Ca. C.lii. 

Ken the duches 11 hard her husbonde 
the duke make his deuyses to go to 1 
kynge Oberon, ye maye well byleue 12 
she had great dolour 13 at her hart, and The ducheas was 
then all wepynge she kneled downe ™inko*Huon% 
24 before her husbonde, and sayd, ' my ryght dere lorde, and begs him to 
and 14 god wyll ye shall not go one fote but that I wyll h!m. herwith 
go with you / yf ye take any yll or anoyaunce I wyll she win share 

. with him both 

haue 15 my part / 16 yf ye haue any good aduenture I fair adventure 

and ill fortune. 

28 wyll 17 part with you \ 18 for without me ye shall not 

1 vnto. 2 and valiant. 8 vnto after displeasing. 
4 displeasing. 6 except. 6 pearles and Ieweles. 
7 Fol. cxliii[u]. back, col. 1. 8 and ryches. 
• and Signiories. 10 good. u Escleremond had well. 

M that « and greefe. " if. 
15 Fol. cxliii[ii]. back, col. 2. » and. w haue my. 
"-w omitted. 
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The voyage will 
be a hard one, 



bat the daoheae 
would rather 
endure anything 
than abide with- 
out Uuon. 



Aa ahe la ao 

determined, Huon 
allows her to 
acoompany hira. 



The abbot and 
Barnard are 
displeased, 
and try to di»- 
euade him from 
this, but in rain. 



Huonr 
mends his 
daughter and 
lands into the 
keeping of his 
uncle and of 
Barnard. 



departs 18 / for your longe absence hathe ben ryght harde 
for me to endure.' 'fayer lady/ quod Huon, 'I pray 
you 1 for bere your goynge, and abyde here with your 
doughter, for y* vyage shal be sore for you to do ; here 4 
I shal leue Barnard 2 and myn vncle, the 8 abbot, and 
they shal be to 4 you as faders.' 'syr,' quod she, 'I 
shall haue meny ylles 6 to abyde here without you / 1 
had rather to indure what so euer god do 6 send vs to 8 
gether then to abyde here without you.' 7 thus, as 8 ye 
haue hard, 9 for eny excusasyon 10 or shewynge 11 that 
Huon kowde shew to 4 the duches, 12 he kowde not torne 
her fro hyr opynyon, But that she wold in eny wyse 12 
go with him. when Huon sawe that, he sayde, ' my 
ryghte dere lady, syn it 13 plese you 13 to go with me and 
to be contente what so euer god do sende vs, other good 
or yll, 14 your company e plesythe me, 15 and I am ryghte 16 
ioyous 16 therof ' / when the good abbot and Barnard 17 
hard 18 the wyll 19 of 20 Huon and of the duches Esclara- 
monde his wyfe, they were sore displeasyd therwith, yf 
they coude in any wyse haue let it 21 / but they coude 20 
not turne hym for any thynge 22 they coude do / Then 
Huon sayd to 4 the 8 Abbot, 'syr, 28 I leue with you my 
londes 24 and my doughter tyll 25 I retourne agayne / 
the which shall be as shortely as I maye / But of force 24 
no we I am dreuen to go to 26 take possessyon of the 
realme that kynge Oberon hathe geuen 1 me / therfore, 
fayre vncle & cosyn Barnarde, to 4 you I recommende 
my doughter, whom I loue enterly, and all my londis 28 
and syngnoryes, I leue all in your kepynge tyll 26 my 
retourne / and with you, myne vncle, I leue 27 my trea- 

1 to. 8 my Coozen. 8 good. 4 vnto. 
6 sorowes. 0 shall 7 your oompany. 8 omitted. 



9 heere before that 



excuse. 



w his wyfe. your pleasure. 14 euill. 18 well. 

16 ioyfuli. 17 had well. 18 and vnderetood. 
19 and pleasure. 80 Duke. 81 them. 88 that 
83 Faire vncle. 84 Signiories. 88 vntill. 86 and. 
87 all. 
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sure 1 and precious stones for the maryage 2 of my 
doughter, whome I leue in youre kepynge' / 'fayre 
nephue,' quod the 3 abbot, 'syn 4 it is your pleasure, I 
4 shall kepe her as well as thoughe she were myne owne 
chylde.' ' Fayre 3 vncle,' quod Huon, ' I pray you that Huon requests 

J J ' ^ the abbot to send 

the Gryffons fote that I brought with me, 5 send it fro the griinvs foot 
me to 6 y* yonge kynge Loys of Fraunce, and salute Louis of France 
8 hym fro me and present it to 6 hym to do therwith his M * pr "* uk - 
pleasure ' / ' syr/ quod the 3 abbot, ' or 7 Ester be come 
your message shall be done ' / and 8 y* whiche was 8 done, This was done. 

and the young 

and 9 the yonge kynge was ioyfull therof / and caused king, much 

delighted at the 

12 it to be hawged in his paleys : and after 10 by kynge gift, hung it up 
Phelyp it was hanged in the holy chappell, where as it King Siupafter 
is 11 as yette. 11 Now let vs leue spekynge of the Gryffons h^ng1n\hehoiy 
fote and retourne to our 12 mater. u ta 

16 How Huon toke leue of his doughter and 
of the 8 Abbot his vncle, and of Barnard his 
cosyn, and enteryd into the ryuer of geroune, 
and the duches with hym, and of the strange 
20 fortunes that they hade. Ca. Cliii. 

Ken the 3 abbot and Barnard had well The abbot and 

Barnard promise 

vnderstonde Huon and had hard his to take good car* 
wyll 13 / they answered, that as for his and daughter, 
londes 14 and for his doughter he shulde 
not nede to care / but they sayd it but are sorry that 

he must under- 

greatly dyspleased them, the vyage that they were in ukethu royage. 
mynd to do / but syn it was his pleasure so to do it 
28 was reason that they shuld be content / 15 then Huon 16 Huon ordered 

J ' Barnard to pre- 

ordevned that Barnarde shulde make redy a lytel pareaiittieboat 

to take them 

shyppe, aparayled and gamysshed with vytayles and down the rim 

Garonne, 

1 treasure after precious stones. 3 Fol. cxliii. col. 1. 
3 good. 4 seeing. 6-6 may be sent vnto. 6 vnto. 
* before. 8 8 that being. • omitted. 10 afterwards, 
vntill this day. 12 former. 13 and pleasure. 
li aud Signiories. 15 and. 16 he. 
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wdi great iihip^ otlier thynges neces^ry, and that another great shyp 
mouth. shuld 2 be made redy at the mouthe of the see to enter 8 

it whew they were out of the ryuer of Geroune / the 
Huon tak<» with whiche thynge was done / then he toke .vi. knyghtes 4 

him six knight* A3* 

and adosen of his owne 4 and a dozen saruauntes / and when Huon 

serrants. 

sawe euery thynge redy and had shewed his enterpryse 
to 6 his noble 6 men and to the men of his countre, and 
He and Ewiara- that euery thynge was redy, 7 then he toke his doughter 8 

monde embrace ... 

ciariet, in his armes and kyssed her more then .x. tymes, and 

in lyke wyse so dyd Esclaramond her mother, and her 
and can speak no hart was so closed with sorowe 8 that she coude speke 

word, so Kreat is 

their grief at no word / for the departyng fro her doughter / ye may 12 
well thynke that great was the sorowe there at theyr 
departynge, for he that had bene there and sene the 

mak!» pitiUxT ^oloure an( * petefull complayntes that the lady Claryet 

complaint. made for the departynge of her father and mother wit/* 16 
whome she had not bene no longe season, there is not 
so harde a harte but that nedys 9 must haue taken parte 
of her sorowe / for there was neuer sene so heuy a 
departynge. Then Huow, all wepynge, enbrased y* 10 20 

The abbot give* abbot, his vncle / who gaue Huon at his departynge a 

Huon a hallowed , , , . , - , , , _ 

stool for a parting halowed stoole, the which after dyd good saruyce to 6 

gift. 

Huon and to Esclaramond. Also Huon toke leue of 
Barnard 11 / then y* duches sayd to 5 the abbot & to 24 
Barnarde / 'syrs, to 6 you two I do recommende my 
doughter' / thus Huon departed / 12 they went to the 
posterne, and there they founde redy theyr lytell shyp 
They sail down and entered into it / & so made sayle downe alonge the 28 

the Garonne in ' J ° 

the little boat, ryuer of Gerund, and when they came to the mouthe 

and at the mouth 

embark in the big of y* see they toke theyr great shyppe and so made 
sayle and had good wynd, so that shortely they were 
far of fro any lond, & were in the hye se 13 the space of 32 

1 Fol. cxliii. col. 2. * to. 3 into. 
4 of his owne after seruaunte. 6 vnto. 6 omitted. 
7 fournished. 8 and greefe. • he. 10 good. 
11 hia Coozen. 12 and. « for. 
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.vL dayes, 1 and on 2 the .viL daye a wynde arose with with a fair wind 
suche an orryble tempest that they were dreuen into !uy* **" 
the great spanysshe see, and were bo far fro any »^t!!fora h 

4 londe that they wyst not where they were / and euer S£spw Lh 1^ 
the tenipeste encreasyd in such wyse that there was fom^d?thJy 
neuer none suche sene nor hard 8 before / the waues £jj f ^jf wher * 
were lyke mountaynes, and lyke to a swalowed in 4 the 

8 shyp / so that som tyme there entered into the shyppe 
a tonne of water at ones. 

% How Huon lost all his men, and the shyp 
braste, 6 and howe he & the duches sauyd 
12 themselfe on 2 a borde, and came 6 and 
aryued at the castel of the monkes. 

Ca. Cliiii. 

Hen 7 Huon 8 and the duches 9 his wyfe 
sawe 10 thi8 tourment so great & so 
horryble, 10 they were in great fere of Huon and hit wife 

are in (treat fear 

dethe / 11 they complayned greatly 12 of death: 
theyr doughter Claryet whom they 
20 had lefte at Burdeaux. Then Huon, who had with 
hym in his bag .ix. of his good 18 precyous stones, he 
drewe out two of them, and knewe the vertue and 
bounte of them, u he toke 14 his wyfe one of them 
24 and sayde, 'my dere 16 wyfe, holde this stone in your but the knight 

remembers that 

hand and haue no fere / for the vertue of the stone wyl the virtue of the 
not let you perysshe, nor me nother' / he that had hard hiThanV^iu 8 " ,n 
the cry and lamentacyons that the maryners made pr8 * erve em * 
28 wolde haue had petye 16 of them, for they sawe well 
17 they must be perysshed 17 / Huon and Esclaramonde 

1 Fol. cxliii. back, col. 1. * vppon. 8 of. 4 vp. 
6 brake. 6 rame in text. 7 Duke. 8 of Bourdeaux. 
9 Escleremond. 10 - 10 these great and suddaine tempests. 
11 and. 12 for. u deere. 14-14 and gaue. 
15 and louing. 10 and compassion. 
17—17 that they should all perish and. 
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were on 1 ther knees sore wepynge, holdyng ech other 
2 by the hand, hurabley prayynge to our lorde Iesu 
cryst to haue pete and compassyon of them, and to 
brynge them to 3 sum port in saue garde of ther lyues. 4 
great & horryble was the tempest, & long enduryde / 
Th« ihip'a ddet so that the helme, mast, and saylles 4 all to brast 4 / 

bunt Mid th# 

wave« enter. and when the shyp was without a sterne to gyd yt, the 
great vaues enteryd in 5 so that the shype was full of 8 
water, wherby it was constrayned to synke into the 

xiure drowned see, so 0 that it was all couered with water, & all that 

but Huon and . . 

E«ciaramonde. were within 7 drowned and perysshed excepte Huon 

and Esclaramonde, who sate together on 1 a table 12 
flotynge vpon the see / so that by the grace of 8 god 
and 9 bounte 10 of the presyous stones that was 7 on 1 
them they were saued / and when they sawe theyr 

They float safely shyp all to peces and theyr men drowned, 11 and them 16 
selfe flotynge on 1 the see / wherof Huon had suche 
sorowe 12 that 18 petye it was to se hym, and sayde / ' a, 

Huon grieret ibr 14 very god 14 why was I euer borne into this world / 

tbeloMofhle ' 

oompaniona. when I am so enfortunat that I can haue no man 20 
to serue me but at last they ende theyT lyues in my 
seruyce myserably. A, 15 good lorde, 15 why doste thou 
suffer me so longe to leue 9 / then the duches conforted 
hym as moche as she coude, and sayde / 'a syr, leue 24 
your sorowe / and pray 16 to god and to y* vyrgyn Mary 
his mother 16 that we myght aryue at some good porte ' / 
thus the 17 duches 18 comforted 19 Huon her husbond ; 
how be it she was in as great fere, & not without 20 28 
cause / 21 thus they floted on 1 y* see greatly bewaylynge 

I vpon. 1 Fol. cxliii. back, col. 2. 8 vnto. 

4 — 4 burst all to pieces. 6 to it 6 in such sort. 

7 were. 8 our Lord. • by the great. 10 and vertue. 

II and perished. u and greefe at his heart. 
13 jrreat. 14 ~ 14 good Lord. my God. 

is—is vn to our Lord God for his mercie and his grace, and 
to haue pittie and compassion of vs. 

17 noble. 18 Escleremond. 19 Duke. 80 a. 
a and. 
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the dethe of theyr men whome they saw perysshe before 
theyr eyen. Then Huon, as fare of as he myght se, he 
sawe a castell stondynge on 1 a rocke, the which seniyd HeseesafurofTa 

J ° ' J darkandblack 

4 darke & blacke; 2 then he lauded 8 god, prayenge hym castle on a rock. 
deuoutly 4 to brynge hym 5 thether in saue 6 gard. 
then the see was peasyble / and the tempest sessed / 
and the wynd fresshe, the whiche draue them in a 
8 short space to 7 y e porte vnder the rocke : and when 
they were nere to the londe Huon and the duches h# and hit wife 
waded to 7 the londe, holdynge eche other by the remchla,,d » 
hand : when they were on 1 the drye londe they knelyd 

12 downe and lyfte vp theyr eyen to 7 the 8 heuen, and and thank Christ 
made theyr deuout prayers to 7 our lord Iesu chryst, uon. * r presenr *" 
desyrynge hym to haue petye and compassion of the 
sowles of his 9 men that he 10 sawe drowned 11 / then they 

16 rose vp & sawe a lytell pathe 12 to the castell warde 12 / 
they entered into 18 the way e 18 / 2 when they came nere 7 
the castell they sawe a great ryuer goynge 14 rounde The csstie is ?ery 

J ° o «/ o beautiful: agroat 

a bought 13 the castel 18 / and saw 18 the castel 16 of a 8 rirergoaa round 

about it : 

20 manieylous 17 beautye, thynkynge 16 they neuer sawe no 

suche before / the towres were couered with gleterynge the towers are 

>ii li-i i o covered with 

golde, shynynge so brygnte as thoughe the sonne 18 had guttering row. 
shone 18 theron: also they sawe an auncyent church a church u hard 

J J by, bells ring out 

24 ioynyng to the castell with a goodly steple full of from the steeple, 
belles / the whiche began to sowne, wherof Huon had 
great maruayle / for he saw nother man nor woman 
comynge nor goynge / and when he had well regarded 

28 y* castell he came to 7 the gate and saw how 15 there were 

.iii. breges to pas or 19 he coude enter : when Huon sawe Three bridges are 

to be pasted 

that he sayd, 1 0 20 very god, 20 in all my lyfe I neuer before the castle 
sawe so fayre a castell, he that is lorde therof semeth to 

1 vpon. 8 and. 8 and praised our Lord. 
4 humbly. 6 them. 8 Fol. cxliiii. col. 1. T vnto. 
8 omitted. 9 their. >• they. 11 and perished. 
u - 12 way lying straight towardes the castle and. l8 — 18 it 
14 running. 16 that. 18 was. 17 great. 
is-18 did shine. w before. »-» good Lord. 
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Hnon thinks it 
most be the castle 
of Moraur, 
belonging to ' 
Oberou. 



Esclsraraonds 
doubts this. 



Three monks in 
white apparel 
salute Huon by 



They own the 



and inrite him to 
enter. 



be a great 1 mm / for yf there were within it 2 .xL men 
to kepe it and garnysshed with vytailes, it wold neuer 
be wonne for any man leuynge' / so long Huon behelde 
this castell that he forgate 3 his sorow, the castell 4 
pleasyd hym so well / and sayd to 4 the duches 5 / 
* dame, 6 I byleue suerly this is the castell of Momur 
partaynynge to 4 kynge Oberon, we maye well 7 thanke 8 
god that he hath brought vs hether / we shall 8 
se hym ; ye knowe well 9 he hathe promysed to geue 
me his realme and all his dyngnyte ' / ' syr/ quod the 
duches, 1 1 haue hard saye or 10 this that Momure is a 
great and 11 noble citye, & full of people of all sortes / 12 
wherfore ye may well parsayue that this is not that 
citye, it may well be that this castell is his ' / ' Dame,' 12 
quod Huon, 'the kynge hath that pusaunce that he 
may make citye or castell at his pleasure ' / ' syr/ quod 16 
she, 1 1 byleue it well 1 / then Huon toke his way to y e 
gate / and as he wente deuysynge with 13 Esclaramonde 
his wyfe, he sawe before hym .iiii. monkes in whyghte 
aparell / & when they came to 4 hym they sayd / 20 
' Syr duke of Burdeaux, of your comynge we are ryght 
ioyf ull, for a more noble man came not here of a long 
season, god bles you and y e duches your wyfe ' / ' syrs/ 
quod Huon, 1 god saue you ; I pray you 14 shewe me 24 
what ye be and howe 16 hathe shewed you my name, 
and who is lorde and gouernour of this castell ' / c syr/ 
quod one of the monkes, ' this castell is ours, and here 
is no gouernour but I and my bretherne / we make 28 
none answere to 4 any lorde leuynge / therfore, yf it 
please you to enter, we shall make you as good 16 chere 
as we can, 17 and 17 yf it please you to tary 17 here a 17 viil 
or xv. dayes, ye shalbe welcome, & when ye departe we 32 

1 and a noble. 2 but. 8 bad forgotten. 4 vnto. 
6 his Wife. 6 Madame. ' Fol. cxliiii. col. 2. 
8 our Lord. 9 well. 10 before. 11 a, u Madame. 
13 the Duchesse. 14 to. w who. 16 feast and. 
"-17 omitted. 
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shal gyue you to cary with you mete and drynke suffy- 
cyent to serue you and your wyfe for xv dayes, & ye 
shall haue nede therof or 1 ye fynd out kynge Oberon ' / 
4'syrs,' quod 2 Huon, 'of your eourtoysy I 3 thanke 
you ' / then Huon entered into the castell with thewi, 
and came into a great hall well garnysshed 4 with ryche Huon and his wire 

are led into a hall 

pyllers of wyghte marble vauted aboue, and rychly of wondrous 
8 paynted with 6 golde and asure, and set full of rych grandeur * 
precyous stones, y 6 which cast a great lyght, for by 
reason of the 0 stonis at mydnyght it was as bryght as 
at none dayes / Huon and Esclaramond thought 7 they 

12 neuer sawe so ryche a thynge / 'dame/ 8 quod Huon, 
' this place is delectable ' / then they were brought into 
a rych chaumbre wheras the tables were set, 9 garnysshed 
withe any 10 thynge that a man wold u wysshe for. 

16 Then came in many seruauntes, some brought in the Servants wait ©n 

* , them with baslus 

basyns of golde garnysshed 12 wim precyous stones, and of gold, 
some brought in 13 to well and water / and they gaue the 
water to 14 Huon and to 15 Esclaramowde to wasshe theyr 
20 handes : then they sate downe at the table, and dyd eate a rich banquet is 

served : 

& drynke at theyr pleasure / for they had there mete 
and drynke at theyr wysshe / when they had eten 16 and 
the clothes taken vp, then there was spyces broughte / 9 
24 Huon dyd eate therof, but Esclaramond wold not 17 

taste therof ; then they were brought in to a gardayne afterwards Huon 

ii /ftt n ii ii ,i i • ff and Esclaramonde 

to sporte them / 9 when they were there they thoughte 7 are brought into a 
they had bene in paradyse, for the swetnes of the beautifal b*** 6 * 1 * 

28 flowers and frutes vpon euery tre / and they harde 
dyuers 18 byrdes synge melodyously / 'syrs/ quod Huow 
to 14 the monkys, 'well ye ought to thanke oure lorde 
Iesu chryst that he hathe geuen you suche a place to 

32 serue hym in / and, syrs, I praye you when it is 

1 before. 2 Duke. 3 most hartely. 4 and adorned. 
6 Fol. cxliiii. back, col. 1. 6 precious. 7 that. 
8 Madame. 9 and. 10 euerie. u coulde. 
12 adorned. 13 the. 14 vnto. 16 omitted. 
16 at their pleasure. 17 so much as. 18 kind of. 
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mydnyght awake me, to the entent that I may ryse to 
go & here your mataynes 1 when ye synge 2 it' / ' syr,' 
quod one of them, ' 1 shall awake you when 3 tyme is 
that ye may come and here vs. 1 .'syr,' quod Huon, 4 
a rich chamber u ' therin shall ye do me great pleasure ' / then 4 Huon 

prepared lor them. 

and Esclaramond were brought 6 to a ryche chaumbre 
well aparayled 6 with clothes of golde & sylke, wherin 
was a rych 7 bed, wherin Huon & 8 9 his wyfe laye in 10 8 
together : the chaumbre was 11 ryche, for all the nyghte 
it was as clere as thoughe the chaumbre had ben full of 
torches, by reason of 8 shynynge of the precyous stones / 
aii the furniture for there was no banke 12 nor poste but that were set ful 12 
predoai itone, of ryche stones / the ryches of that chaumbre can 18 not 
•hining ukt the ^ dyscryued / and therin was paynted with gold and 
asure all the batayles of Troye / 14 In this ryche chaumbre 
and bed they slepte tyll 16 the oure of mydnyght was 16 
come, 14 then all the monkes rose, and the bellis 16 range 
At midnight to matens ; 16 then there came a monke to 17 Huon and 

Huon end hie wile 

attend matine. waked hym, and said / ' syr, it is 18 tyme that ye ryse, 

19 it is past mydnyght, make you redy to come and 20 
here 20 matens' 20 / then Huon rose and called vp 21 his 
wyfe / 22 she arose, & thus they made them redy, and 
The church ie wente to 17 the churche, the whiche was paued with a 
marble and amber whight marble powdered with flowre delyses of golde 24 
audcrj»tai. entermedelyd with red roses / and the vault was 
checkered with Ambre and Chrystall, & at euery poynt 
a ryche stone / wherby there was such clerenes that 
there neded no candelight; when 4 Huon and 8 Esclara- 28 
monde 23 saw the 23 beautye and ryches of the churche 
they were sore abasshed, and made the syngne of the 

1 Seruice. 2 doe. 3 the. 4 Duke. 6 in. 
0 fouruished. 7 and sumptuous. 8 the Duchesse. 
9 Fol. cxliiii. back, col. 2. 10 omitted. 11 faire and. 

12 bench. 13 coulde. 14 and. u vntill. 
16-16 began to ringe to Seruice. 17 vnto. M no we. 
19 for. 20 -*° our Seruice. 
21 the Duchesse Escleremond. M then. 
»-23 had we n geene and beheld the great. 
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crosse on 1 theyr forhed for the marueyles that they saw 
there / 2 they entered into the quere and kneled downe 
before the hye aulter and made theyr prayers to 8 god, Huon and e*c1r. 

ramonde pray to 

4 desyrynge hym to be theyr sauegarde and to brynge 4 Ooa to be their 

safeguard, and 

them 5 in suertye to 5 kynge Oberon / then the abbot bring them to 
began 6 y* matens, 6 and red the fyrst lesson ; and when 0b * ron * 
he was in the halfe therof he helde his peas, and 
8 departed clene ont of the churche / then the pryour 
began another lesson, and in lyke wyse lefte it in the 
myddes and departed ont of y e churche / thus 7 dyd 8 
euery monke one after another, and there were .xxxii. Thirty-two monkt 

, , . , , „ , Uke part in the 

12 monkes, and in y e myddes of euery lesson and salme aenriee: each 

reads a lesson, 

they departed out of the churche one after another, and departs with 
when Huon sawe and hard that he was sore 9 abasshed, unsaSE" 11 * hM 
and s ware that or 10 the last monke departed he wold 

16 knowe the cause why they dyd so / 11 then he went to 12 
the last monke, who wolde haue gone out of the 
churche / and Huon toke the halo wed stole that he 
had in his bosum, & dyd cast it aboute the monkes 

20 necke, & helde it fast with bothe his handes / when Huon stops the 
the monke saw how he was holden he was so row full the church, and 
and angery, and dyd what he coude to haue scaped, tbTtftonhL* 1 
but he coude not / 11 when he saw that he coude not Uft 

24 scape, he enbraced Huon, and prayed hym humbly 
to let hym go after his bretherne: *sartaynely,' quod 
Huon, 'out of my handes ye shall not scape tyll 13 
ye haue shewed me why ye synge your 6 matens 6 after 

28 the maner that ye do, & euer to leue the one half 
vnsonge, and why the abbot and the other monkes do 
departe one after a nother without any word spekynge 
to 12 me, and without 14 ye shew me the truth, with my 

32 sworde I shall stryke your 15 hede to y* braynes ' / then 

1 vpon. 8 then. 8 vnto our Lord. 4 conduct 
*- 6 surely vnto. •-• Seruice. T Fol. cxlv. col. 1. 
8 did after monke. 9 dismayed and. 10 before. 
11 and. 18 vnto. 18 vntill. 
14 except. 15 thy. 
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sympely the monke fayned to wepe, and prayed Huon 
The monk refuses to suffer hym to departe, and sayde, ' syr, I am he that 
Huon threaten* ycstemyght brought you to your chaumbre, and made 
to **** your bed ' / then Huon, who had his sword in the one 4 

hande and the stole in the other hande, sayde, ' without 
l y § show 1 me my demaunde, shortely I shal stryke of 
thy hede ' / when the monke hard that he was in great 
fere / and stode styll as thoughe he wold gene none 8 
answere ; 2 when Huon sawe that, he lyfte vp his sword 
in fc*r, the monk to haue stryken hym / but then incontynente the 
jieWi^o Huon* mon k 0 i ovne( ][ han s des and cryed for marcy, 

and promysed hym to shewe hym the trouthe of his 12 
demaunde. 



% How 4 Huon made semblant to haue slayne 
the monke, holdynge hym faste with the 
stole, to the entente he shulde shewe to 6 16 
hym the trouthe. Ca. C.lv. 

Hen Huon put vp his sworde, and the 
monke began to speke, and sayde / 
* syr, know for trouthe that al we that 20 
be here ar of the yll* aungelles that 
were chasyd out of paradyse with 
lucyfer, who by his pryde wolde con- 
pare to 7 god / he made vs beleue that we shuld be as 24 
good as god, 8 & we byleued him / but as for vs that be 
here in this howse god was with vs displeasyd, and 
therby we were condempned to be conuersante abrode 
in the worlde amonge men and women when we lyste / 28 
and some be in lykenes of beres : * some lyke ware- 
wolfes, and thus we shall be vnto 9 the day of iudg- 
ment, and some other ther be that be tempters of men 
& women, desyryng to brynge them to dampiiacyon / 32 



AU the monks are 
evil angels chased 
with Lucifer from 
paradise. 




God has con- 
demned them to 
Tarious shapes 
and hateful 



l — 1 thou 8hewest vnto. 8 and. 8 Fol. cxlv. coL 2. 
• Duke. 6 vnto. • euill. * with. 
8 hiimelfe. 9 vntill. 
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& som ther be in the ayre and foloweth the thowder- 
ynges and tempestes / and some be on 1 the se and 
drowne many a man and perysahe the shyppes wherof, 
4 but late ye were in iopardye / for yf it had not bene Huon and hit wire 
for the great vertue 2 that is in the precyous stones that fongeHfr^theu 
ye and your wyfe bereth vpon 3 you both ye & your Sl^^ttones 
wyfe had bene perished for euer / and other ther be preMnred t,,em * 
8 that ar 4 in the botome of hell, wheras they tourment 
the pouer sowles, and there is Lucifer and they that be 
most yll 5 with hym, and thoughe they were ones fay re 
now they be fowle and 6 yll fygured, 6 and they shall 

12 neuer departe 7 thense / but we that be here yet we hope 
to come to 8 saluacyon. 9 Thus we shall be as longe as 
it please god ' / then Huon demaunded the cause why 
they began the lessons in theyr matens 10 and to leue it 

16 in the myddes, and euery monke to depart 11 one after 
another, ' Syr/ quod y* monke, ' our lorde Iesu chryst 
hathe not as yet geuen vs that dyngnyte nor power to 
make an ende of our deuyne seruyce / but we haue They §tm poeeeu 

20 that grace in this world that we haue all our desyres, !^ei°-workin ff 
and to be conuersant amonge the people, & 12 as well as powar *° ne *' 
they of the fayrey / there is nothynge but by wyssh- 
ynge we can haue it incontynent / 13 when we wyll it 

24 is in oure power to make towne or castell set vpon hye 
rockes closyd with ryuers berynge shyppes / and we 
haue mynsterels, halles, and chaumbers garnysshed and 
ordeyned as ye haue sene herewith-in. Also we haue 

28 wyne and vytayle, and fysshe and flesshe at our plea- 
sure; this castell that ye se and church 14 was yester- Thecastieaud 
nyght made by the fayrey / but one owre before 15 ye they now stand, 
came hether / before 12 here was nother towre nor wall hoar on ti.e" *" 

32 nor water nor rocke, and nothynge but a fayre grene w preTloa8 daj " 

1 vpon. 1 and bounte. » about 
. 4 Fol. cxlv. back, ool. 1. 6 euill. *-* miafigured. 
7 from. 8 vnto. • bat. 10 sendee. 11 bo. 
u omitted, 13 and. 14 and church after castell. 
u that. i fl great 
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medow, the whiche ye shall sone parseyue / and, syr, 
we be tho that hathe the conducte of al the fayrey of 1 
the world. Now, syr, I haue shewed 9 you that we be 
and all oure secretes the whiche was neuer shewed be- 4 
The monk a*™ fore to 2 any mortall man / wherby I shal suffer of our 
punuh him for abbot socbe ponysshement that there was neuer so yll 
to Hoon!* 110 * aduenture that fell to* me before / therfor, syr, now I 
ha*ue shewed* you euery thyng, suffer me to departe 8 
to* my company.* 4 Monke/ quod Huon, 'I wyl not 
Hoonukatho let the go tyll 4 thou hast shewed vnto me by what 
land. " " maner of way I may go tyll 4 I haue founde kynge 

Oberon;' thus Huon and the monke talked together 12 
tyll 4 it was fayre daylyght / then Huon loked abought 
when dayUffht hym and sawe nother castell nor churche, rocke nor 
church hare ryuer, but he sawe 5 they were in a fayre medow, 
m^wM^uif 1 * wherof Huon and Escalaramonde were sore abasshed 16 

jCaclaramopdo. 

and blesshed them, hauynge great maruayle of that 
they had sene ; then the monke desyred Huon to let 
hym go, ' monke/ quod Huon, 4 to drawe or to strogell 
can not auayle the / for thou shalte not scape out of SO 
my handes tyll 4 thou hast shewed me y* citye of 
Momure, wheras kynge Oberon is ' / 4 Huon/ quod the 
monke, ' I am content to do it, but fyrst 1 pray the take 
fro my necke the stole. 9 4 Monke/ quod Huon, 4 thy 24 
resonynge can not awayle the / for thou shalte not 
scape fro me tyll 4 thou hast set bo the me and my wyfe 
nere to 2 the citye of Momure, for thou, shalt go with vs 
fote by fote' / 4 well,' quod y g monke, 4 syn it is thus, 28 
The monk will I am content to fulfyll your pleasure / but one thynge 

•how thorn tho 

road to Momur, I say to* you, ye neuer dyd a wyser dede then that ye 

toaa^froflT 1 " wolde not let me go awaye / for yf the stole were not 

thom. wherwith ye do holde me and the presious stones that 32 

ye haue on 6 you / elles 7 ye shuld neuer haue departed 

fro hence / I thoughte to haue begyled you so that ye 

1 in. * vnto. * Fol. cxlv. back, col. 2. 4 vntill. 
6 that. 6 about. T omitted. 
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myghte haue let me gone my waves whether I wolcle 
go.' 'Monke,' quod Huon, 'yf I can ye shall not 
departe fro me tyll 1 ye haue fyrste set me & my wyfe 

4 within the citye of Momure ' / ' syr,' quod the monke, 
'that wyll I not do, nor I can not do it thoughe I 
wolde, but I shall set you both on 2 y* mount of 
yrcany, 8 4 and fro thence ye may well se B the citye of 

8 Momure and all the countre of the fayrey, and then I 
wyll retourne to 6 my company, who by this tyme are 
passe the great see of Tartary ' / ' monke/ quod Huon, 
' I am contente so 0 thou 7 set me 8 in that plase, wheras 
12 I 9 may se the citye of Momure. 

% How the monke bare Huon and Esclara- 
mond ouer hylles & valeyes in the ayer 
tyl 1 he came in to the countrye of kyng 
16 Oberon. Ca. C.lvi 

/Hen the monke toke Huon 10 on his 10 one th« monk uk M 
arme and Esclaramond on 2 the other, mmondeinhu 
but al wayes Huon helde styll the stole them uTahS" 
20 XMM^ a hoa 8 hi the monkes necke to y« entente Um>ugh ** 
that the monke shuld not begyle hym, 11 
thus by the fayrey and enchauntement the monke 
bare huon & Esclaramonde to 5 a hye rocke to rest 
24 them, and fro thence he bare them as fast as y* byrde ^- 
flyethe in the ayre / at last they alighted in a fayre 
medowe / then the morake sayd / 'syr, in yll 12 oure I 
mette with you, for ye shall cause me to suffer great 
28 payne / and now, syr, I can go no further for ye be 13 

nowe in the londe of kynge Oberon, wheras we haue They reach tu 
no pusaunce / but fyrst I wyll brynge you to 6 your oS^on," 11 * 
logyng, wheras ye shall reste 9 / then before them they 

1 vntill. 2 vppon. 8 Hircania. 4 Fol. cxlvi. col. 1. 
6 vnto. • that T wilt. 8 vs. 9 we. 
w- 10 vppon the. 11 and. 18 euill. 18 are. 

Q Q 2 
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and enter a rich sawe a castell newly made, the whiche was so fayre 

castle* 

and 1 ryche and stronge that yf I shnlde dyscryne it 
to the vtter most it were ouer longe to reherse / then 
the monke toke 2 lene of huon 8 and lefte hym 4 in the 4 
castell that he had made / Huon sufferid hym to go and 
The monk thanked hym of his 6 courtoysye, the monke sodeynely 

vftniihee. 

vanisshed awaye they wyst not whether / 6 then huon 
and his 7 wyfe entered into the castel and came into a 8 
ryche chaumbre wel apareiled, 8 and there they founde 
a table set with dyuers metes and drynkes, but there 
No man it in the was no man to speke vnto / then they sate downe at 

castle : after they 

have refreshed the table and dyd ete and drynke at theyr pleasure / 12 

themselree in it, . 

it disappears. 6 then they went 9 thens, and when they were 10 a lytell 
paste 11 they loked behynde them and saw nother towne 
nor castel. wherof they were 12 abasshed & recommaunded 
themselfe to 13 our lorde 14 Iesu chryste, 14 then they went 16 
forth in 16 y° medowe and coude se nother towne nor 
castell. house nor village / nor man to demaunde the 

Haon and his wife way of : 6 they went so longe that they came to the fote 

wander to the foot _ . . _ - _ _ 

or a mountain. of a mountayne, wheron they mounted with great payn 20 
and ascend it. trauayle ; 6 when they were on 16 y* heyght 17 of the 

hyll they rested them / and then within a lytell season 
a great dtj lies huon sawe before hym apere a great citye, and on 16 the 

on the other side, " ~ * 

and a rich palace, one syde thereof a fayre and a 1 ryche palleys / the 24 
walles and towers of the citye & paleys were 18 of 
whyghte marble polysshed, the whiche stone 19 so bryght 
agaynst the sonne as thoughe it had bene al of christall / 
then Huon sayde to 13 his wyfe, ' dame, 20 yonder, before 28 
vs, we may se the 21 citye of Momure, wheras kyngo 
Oberon is ' / ' syr,' quod Esclaramond, ' our lorde god 
hath done 13 vs a great grace 22 that he hathe brought 

1 omitted, 8 his. 
3 and of the Duchesse Escleremond his wyfe. 4 them. 
• Fol. cxlvi. col. 2. • and. T louing. 8 (burnished. 
9 from. 10 gone. 11 way. u sore. 13 vnto. 
h-m god. u to. 16 vppon. 17 toppe. 18 all. 
10 did shine. 90 Madame. 21 noble. 83 in. 
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vs hether in sauegarde of our parsons / then they went 
forth tyll 1 they cam nere to 2 the city of Momure / and 
before the citye they sawe a marueylous great ryuer a marvellous 

J J river runs before 

4 and 3 depe, and two bo we shote in largnes, and 4 was the entrance to 

the city; 

maruaylous plesant to behold / & when they cam to 

thee ryuer syde they founde there a man with a ly tell bat * little boat 

awalta them and 

wessel] awaytynge vpon all them 8 that wold come to 2 they croat orer. 
8 the citye to pas them oner / then Huon and 6 his wyfe 
entered into the lytel shyppe and saluted the gyder 
therof, but he wold gene 7 none answere / but merueyl- 
ously behelde them, & when they wer oner / the pas- 
12 Sanger, 8 who was named Clarimodes, and he was sone The boatman wu 
to a damoysell of the fayrey / then he demaunded of ofaflurydamaeL 
Huon what he and his wyfe were / and sayde, 'Me He **« hood 

who he la. 

thynke ye be none of the fayrey / wherfore I am not 
16 contente that I haue passed you oner* / then Huon 
gaue hym none answere, but went forthe and entered 
into the citye, and as they passid they were greatly The people of the 

. . town wonder to 

regardid of them within y* citye, and sayde one to a tee Huon and 

Esolaramonde 

20 nother it is 9 maruayle to se these two parsones to 10 walk through the 
enter into this citye / for kynge Oberon, who lyethe itr * tU# 
seke in his bed, gaue great charge to 2 Clarimodes that oberon i» ah*, 
no strauwger shuld pas the reuer to enter in to this 

24 citye / Huon harde them and was therof ryght sorow- 
full when he harde that the kynge laye syke in his 
bed / so he passed forth and came to 2 the paleys / euery 
man there beheld hym and his wyfe and had great 

28 marueyle to se any mortal parsons to enter into that They enter the 

royal pala oe . 

palays, 11 they were therof abasshed & wyste not what to 
thynke, and 12 the same season Malabron and Gloryand 
were walkynge together in y* hal they behelde 18 Huon 
32 and Esclaramonde enterynge into the hal and incon- 

1 vntill. 2 vnto. 3 verie. * it. 
6 Fol. cxlvi. back, col. 1. 6 Escleremond. T them. 
3 Maniuer. 3 great 10 omitted. 11 and. 13 at 
13 saw. 
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If alabron and 
Gloriand recog- 
nize them. 



Oberon hears of 
their arrival, 



and rises from bis 
bed. 



He welcome* 
Huon and Becla- 
ramonde warmly. 



He will make 
Huon king of 
fairyland and 
Ssclaramonde 
queen. 



4 



Oberon takes 
bow and thootf 
an arrow. 



At once the 
palace it filled 
with fairy knight* 
and ladies. 



Oberon is borne 
on a couch into 
the great hall. 



tynent they knew them / and came to 1 them and 
enbraced them / and sayde, ' A, noble duke Huon and 
duches Esclaramonde, ye ar welcome of your comynge, 
we are ryght ioyfull ' / then Malabron wente fro them 4 
and wente into the chaumbre, wheras y* kynge laye 
seke and said / ' ryght dere syr, your good frend Huon 
& Esclaramond his wyfe are come into your hall ' / when 
2 the kynge harde that Huon and Esclaramonde were 8 
come, for the great ioye that he had, he quyckely rose 
out of his bed. Therwith Gloryand / Huon and Esclara- 
mond entered into the chaumbre where kynge Oberon 
was. 8 when kynge Oberon saw them he came to 1 12 
them, and sayd, ' My ryght dere frend Huon, and you, 
my dere louer Esclaramond, of your comyng I am 
ryght ioyfull ' / then he enbraced & kyssed them bothe 
more then .x. tymes, and sayd, 'Huon, my 4 dere frend, 16 
for the great trouthe & noblenes that I fynde in you I 
shall make you kyng of all the fayrey, and your wyfe 
Esclaramonde shall be lady and quene of the same, and 
besyde that I wyll geue 1 you 5 my dyngnyte/ 20 

1T when the kynge had well saluted them then he 
sate downe on 6 a couche & made huon and Esclaramond 
to sytte downe before hym, 8 then he commaunded 
Gloryand that incontynent he shulde feche to 1 hym 24 
his bowe, and when he had it in his hand he toke an 
arow and shot therwith / then incontynente it semed 
that al the world had aryued in the towne and palays / 
ther came thetherward 7 so many knyghtes and ladyes 28 
of the fayrey that all the towne and paleys was full / 
when they were all assembeled together in the paleys 
kynge Oberon commaunded to cary hym into the great 
hall in his rych couche / then he commaunded scylence 32 
to be kepte among them all, and then he sayde / 'lordes 
and ladyes who be here assembeled all, ye knowe 

1 vnto. 8 Fol. cxlvi. back, col. 2. 8 and. 4 right. 
6 all. 6 vppon. * thether. 
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that euery mortall thynge cannot alwayea 1 endure / I *""" 
epeke it for my owne selfe 2 who 2 am sone to a mortall 
man, and was engendered on 8 the ladye of the preuye 

4 De who can 4 neuer dye, bycause she is one of the fairy 
engendered of a man of the fayrey and doughter to a 
woman of the fayrey, and where 5 it was 6 so that Iulius 
Seser was a mortall man, therfore it hehouethe me to 

8 pas out of this worlde by the cowmandement of our He annonnoM his 

approaching 

lorde god, who hathe ordeined that it shulde so be. death j 
And bycause 6 duryng the tyme that I haue bene here 
conuersaunt with you, / therfore I wyll not leue you 
1 2 without a lorde / but fyrst in my lyf e dayes I wyll puruey 

you of one, who shall be duke Huon, whome I loue Haon win mooetd 

him on his 

well and derely, & also I wyll that his wife, the duches throne. 
Esclaramond, shall abyde with hym / for in no wyse I 

16 wyll separate them asonder: therfore I ordeyne that 
Huon who is here presente be your kynge and lorde, 
& Esclaramond 7 quene and lady / and fro hensforthe I 
put my realme and dyngnyte into his handes / and I 

20 wyll he vee it as I haue done in my lyfe tyme / howe 

be it kynge Arthur hath sore pressed on 3 me to haue King Arthur hae 

' ° pressed Oberon 

my dignyte 8 & realme. but I wyll that none shal haue in rain to bestow 

the kingdom on 

it but alonly Huon of Burdeaux, who is here present* him. 
24 whom I wyl crowne kynge in all your presences. 



% How 9 kynge Oberon crowned Huon and 
Esclaramonde and gaue them his realme 
and dyngnite that he had in the 10 fayrey, 
28 and made the peas betwene Huon & king 
Arthur. Ca. Clvi[a]. 

1 long. *-* because I. 8 vppon. 
* Fol. cxlvii. col. 1. *-* as it is. 8 of my loue. 
7 your. 8 after realme. 9 the noble. 
" laud of the. 
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The subjects of 
Oberon sorrow- 
fully a 



Oberon places 
crowns on the 
heads of Huon 
and Esclara- 
roomie, and 
delivers to Huon 
hit horn, napkin, 
cup, and armours. 



On a mountain 
hard by a great 
number of men 
and tents is seen. 



King Arthur and 
his men are there : 
they have come 
too late to receive 
Oberon'* king- 
dom. 




Hen all 1 the people of the fayrey, 
2 knyghtes and ladyes, had well harde 
and vnderstonde kyng Oberon, they 
were right syrowfull 8 that he 4 shulde 4 
leue them, and sayde / 'syr, syn it 
is your pleasure and that it is your wyll / of reason we 
must be content to receyue Huon of Burdeaux for oure 
kynge, and dame 6 Esclaramonde his wyfe for oure 8 
quene' / when the kynge vnderstode hys lordes and 
people, then he caused to be brought thether .iL 
crownes / y* one was set on 6 Huons hede and the 
other on 6 Esclaramondes hede / then Oberon sent for 12 
his home / his 1 napkyn and cup / and the good 
harnays: 7 he delyuered them to 8 Huon to do with 
them his pleasure / great ioye and feast 9 was made in 
the palays of 10 the knyghtes and ladyes of the fayry ; 16 
then kyng Huon loked out at a wyndowe and sawe on 8 
a mountayne that he past ouer at his comynge thether, 
11 great nombre of tentes and pauy lions, then 12 he sayd 
to 8 kynge Oberon, 'syr, on 6 yonder mountayne I se u 20 
great nombre of men assemblyd, and many tentes and 
pauylyons pyghte vp ' / * Huon,' quod kynge Oberon, 
' know for trouthe 18 it is kyng Arthur, who wenethe to 
haue my realme and dyngnyte, but he comethe to late / 24 
for the promyse that ye made 8 me ye haue kept> 
therfore he faylethe and comethe to late / for yf ye had 
not com I had geuen hym my realme and dyngnyte / 
I knowe well 13 he wyll be here sone to se me / 12 he wyll 28 
be sorowfull and angery of your comynge hether / but 
yf I canne I shall do so moche that ye shall be bothe 
in peas and reste, for 14 reason 15 is that he do obey you.» 
Therwith kynge Arthure and all his cheualrey entered 32 



1 omitted, 8 both. 
6 Madame. 8 vpon 
• feasting. 10 by. 



8 in. 4 Fol. cxlvii. col. 2. 

7 Armour and. 8 vnto. 
" a. 18 and. " that 
" good. 15 it 
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in to 1 Momure, & cam & alyghted at y° palays, and King Arthur 

coin 0s to Oberon's 

with hyin his syster, quene Morgan le feye, and Tran- pai»» with ail his 



selyne theyr nese / they came and saluted kynge 
4 Oberon, who receyued them with great Ioye, and 
sayde / ' syr 3 kynge Arthure ye 8 ar welcome, and Qberon weicomee 
Morgan your syster, and Transelyne your nese / and 
syr, I praye you 4 shewe me what fayre chylde is that 
8 I se there before your syster Morgan' / 'syr,' quod Merlin u with 

_ , _ _ _ _ . the new-coinert : 

Arthur, 'he is called Marlyn, & is sone to Ogyer heieeonorogier 
y 6 dane / who hath wedded my syster Morgan, and I Arthu^eSi 
haue lefte hym in my countre to rule it tyli 5 I u<asuu 

12 retourne ' / ' syr,' quod kynge Oberon / * y* chyld shall 
haue good fortune, he shalbe in his tyme feryd & 
doughted / for Ogyer his father is a good and a 
valyant knyght : And syr 6 kynge Arthur, ye ar 

16 welcome, & of your comynge I am 7 ioyous 7 / I haue 
sent for you to shew you the pleasure of our lorde 
8 Iesu Chryst 8 that I shall departe out of this worlde, 
and to the entente that ye shulde be contente with 9 

20 that I haue geuen you 10 in the fayry so moche dygnyte 
and pusaunce, wherwith I desyre you to be content / 
syr 11 beholde here duke Huon of Burdeaux and his 
wyte y° duches Esclaramonde, to 12 whome I haue geuen oberon telle 

24 my realme and my dingnyte, to vse it as I haue done realm ha* been 
10 here before : 10 and therf ore I praye and commaunde bertowed * 
you that ye wyl obey hym as kynge and souerayne of 
al the fayry, and you to loue u together with good loue 

28 and peas' / when kynge Arthur hard kynge Oberci , 
he answered fersly, and sayd / ' syr, I haue well hard 
you ; and ye knowe well that your realme & dyngnyte 
ye 14 haue geuen 14 me after your deces, and now I se is Arthur ie angry 

at Huon's future. 

32 ye haue geuen it to duke Huon / syr, let hym go into his 

1 the Citie ot 2 great. 8 Fol. oxlvii. back, col. 1. 
4 to. 6 vntill. • noble. right ioyfalL 

*-* God. 9 in. 10 heretofore. 11 for. u vnto. 
» Uue. 14 ~ 14 gaue. 16 well. 
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owne countre and 1 to the 1 citye of Burdeaux wheraa 
he hathe lefte his doughter Claryet, and let hym go 
and marry her, for as here he hath no thynge to do ; 
I had rather he clene ezyled for euer and chased out of 4 
h« will not ot»y my realme / then I shulde obeye hym or do 2 hym 8 
the mw ftiry h oma g e j f or h e B haU h aue no Hhynge to clo oner me 

without he wyn it with the poynte of the sworde ' / 
when duke 5 Huon* harde kyng Arthur of Bretayne, 8 
he answered ferely and said / 'kyng Arthur, knowe for 
trouthe for all your wordes and thretenynges, I wyll not 
Hoon toils Arthur spare to say to 2 you that whether ye wyl or not 

that he will force .* . , , , , , , , <■ A 

obedience from it must behoue you to obey and to be vnder me, syn it 12 
is the pleasure of my lorde, kynge Oberon, here present, 
or elles ye may departe and go and dwell in your 
countre of Bretayne* / then kynge Oberon, seynge 
apparence of great warre to be moued betwene these 16 
two kynges, he spake and sayd 7 he wolde haue theyr 
yll 8 wyll layd downe & neuer to haue warre betwene 
oberon keep. them ; fl then he 9 aayd to 2 kynge Arthur / ' syr, I wyll T 
them: if Arthur ye holde your peas, for if ye speke one worde more 20 
dient, he thaii be agaynst Huon the souerayne kyng of the fayry, that he 
• wmwoS*' 1 1040 wolde condempne hym parpetually to be a warwolfe in 
10 the se, 10 and there to end his dayes in payne and 
my8ery / but yf he wyll beleue hym he wolde agre 24 
them together' / then kynge Arthur stode styll and 
wolde speke no word / then Morgan and Transelyne 
fell down on theyr knees and desyred kynge Oberon to 
haue petye of kynge Arthure, and to pardon hym 11 his 28 
yll wyll : 8 after that Morgan had spoken, then kynge 
Arthur yieide to Arthur kneled downe, and sayd, ' ryght dere syr, I pray 

Oberont end begs 

forgiveness. you pardon me in that I haue spoken so moche agaynst 

your pleasure' J •Arthur,' quod 6 Oberon, 'I wyll well 32 



i- 1 vnto his. 2 vnlo. 8 any, 
« Fol. cxlvii. back, ooL 2. * Kinge. • had weH. 
* that 8 euill. ^ and. ia ~ 18 those parta. 
« of all. 
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that ye know 1 yf it were not for the loue of your 
syster who hath desyred me to pardon you / elles 2 
I wold haue shewed you the power that I haue in the 
4 fayry / the whiche fro hens forthe I do geue to 3 duke 
Huon of Burdeaux, & all the dygnyte & pusaunce that 
I haue vsed 4 all my lyfe.' Then duke Huon ryght 
8 humblye 6 thankid kynge Oberon of his curtoysye. 




8f Of the ordynaunces that 7 kyng Oberon 
made before he dyed. Ca. C.lvii. 

I Hen 8 Oberon had deposed hymselfe of 
his real me and dyngnyte, and that he 
had put al his pusaunce into the 
handes of Huon, then he sayde to 3 
kynge Arthure / ' syr, bycause I desyre 
with all my heart that after my dysces Huon and you 
1 6 shulde leue together in good peas and loue, I geue you oberon promises 
all my realme of Boulquant and all the realme that Mt^d©f hur 
Syble holdethe of me, to do therwith at your pleasure, B<mlqnant » 
and of all the fayryes that be in the playne of Tartare / and ail the iairiee 

' of Tartary are to 

20 and I wyll 9 ye haue as moche pusaunce there as Huon be under hie 
hath here. Prouyded that here before me ye make 
homage to 3 hym & 2 to 2 that good peas and loue maye 
be betwene you' / then Arthur, Morgan, and Tran- 

24 selyne, and all 10 other lordes 11 tJiat were there thanked 
kyng Oberon, and sayd how they neuer hard nor saw 
so rych a gyfbe geuen before as that kynge Oberon had 
geuen to 12 Arthur. Then kynge Arthure, in the 

28 presence of 8 Oberon, came and made homage & kyssed Arthur makee 

peace with Hoon. 

duke Huon 2 on the mouth / 2 then 8 Oberon and all 
other had therof great ioye bycause of the peas made 
betwene thos two kynges, 18 great feaste 14 and ioye was 

1 well after ye. 2 omitted. 8 vnto. * in. 
* Fol. exlviii. col. 1. 6 ryght humblye after Oberon. 
* the noble. 8 King. • that 10 the. 
11 and Ladies. 12 vnto kynge. 13 and. 14 feasting. 
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Oberon'e end 
approaches. 



He calla Huon, 
Arthur, Gloryand, 
and Malabron 
before him. 



He tells Huon 
how all his 
powers devolve 
ou him, 



and bids him 
establish a new 
abbey where he 
himself shall be 
buried. 



Huon thanks 
Oberon humbly. 



made in the paleys, for all the moste noble lordes and 
ladyes of the fayry were there assembelyd, there was 
great solempnyte made / Thus as they were in this 
great ioye kynge Oberon, felynge that 1 his last ende 4 
aproched, 2 he knewe y* oure and day 3 / then seynge 
that in his lefe dayes 4 he had prouyded a kyng for his 
realme, he 6 thankyd our lorde 6 Iesu chryst 6 of the 
graces that he had getien hym in this worlde / then 8 
he callid before hym Huon of Burdeaux, and kynge 
Arthur, & Gloryand, and Malabron, and sayd / ' syrs, I 
aduertyse that longe I shall not abyde among you / 
therfore Huon, for your bountye and noblenes wher- 12 
with alwayes 7 ye haue bene endowed, I haue chosen 
you amonge other to haue the kepynge and syngnary / 
and the mynystracyon of al y e fayrey as well of 
the countre of the 8 warwolfes as of other thynges 16 
secrete, reserued 9 to be shewed to any 10 men / and also 
I haue geuen you my dyngnyte and pusaunce to do u 
as I haue done in my tyme ; & 12 therfore, syn 12 I haue 
thus chosyn you / therfore I wyl that 18 I depart out of 20 
this world / that ye do make a newe abbey of monkes, 
the which I wyll be set here in this 14 medow 15 before 
this citye, bycause al my dayes I haue loued this citye / 
and I wyll that in the church of the same abbey ye do 24 
bury my body as rychly as ye shall thynke conuenyent / 
and I recommaunde to 16 you all suche as hathe well 
serued me, and I wyll 17 ye retayne them into your 
seruyce 1 / when 18 Oberon had said as moch as plesed 28 
hym, Huon answerid and sayd / ' dere syr, of the great 
goodne8 and honours that ye haue done to 16 me, I 
thanke you / and all that ye haue ordeyned or wyll do 
by the grace of 6 our lorde Iesu chryst 8 it shal be done 32 

1 Fol. cxlviii. col. 2. * for. 8 day be/ore houre. 
4 tyme. , 6 humbly. 6 god. 7 always after bene. 

8 omitted. 9 and not 10 mortall. 11 therewith. 
12 — 12 because. 13 when. 14 the. 16 heere. 
w vnto. w that. 18 King. 
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in suche wyse that my sowle shal bere no charge for it 
at the day of Iugment.' when the lordes and ladyes 
that were there assembeled hard the wordes of kynge 

4 Oberon / and sawe 1 clerely how 1 his last ende aproched 
2 nere / y 6 cryes and clamours that was 3 there made 
was 4 maniel to here, and spesyally ther was suche 
wepynge and cryeng 6 in the cete that 4 pete it was 

8 to here, 6 for they wer aduerteysid how 7 king Obero» 
drewe faste 8 to his laste end, who lay in a ryche Oberon dies, 
cowche in the myddes of his palayes makyng his 
prayers to 9 our lorde 10 lesu cryste, 10 and holdynge Huon 
12 by the hande, and at 11 laste 12 sayde, ' my 13 dere frende 
Huon, pray for me ' / & then he made the synge of y e 
cros 14 recommendyng his sowle to 9 god, the which hi* soul u born© 

. once to par*- 

incontynent was borne in to paradyce by a greate di»e by a great 

16 multytude of angelles sent fro 10 our lord lesu chryst, 10 angeie. 
who at ther depertynge made such shynynge and 
clerenes in y* palays that ther was neuer none suche 
sene before / and there with there was so swete a smell 

20 that euery man thought 7 they had bene rauysshed in 
to paradysc, wherby they knewe suerly that kynge 
Oberons sowle was saued / when kynge Huon, & kyng 
Arthur, & quene Esclaramonde / Morgan le faye and, 

24 Transelyne / and kynge Carahew / Gloryand and 
Malabron / and all other knyghtes and ladyes, 15 when 
they 15 knewe that kynge Oberon was dede / there is aii in the palace 
no humayne tonge can tell the cryes, wepynges, and ^i** 1 "** 11, 

28 complayntes that was 8 made there for the dethe of 
kynge Oberon / then his body was taken and borne to 
the plase where his sepulture was deuysed / the whiche oberon ie barfed 

In the new abbey 

kynge Huon caused to be made ryght rychely / & a* he willed 
32 founde there an abbey as kyng Oberon had deuysed. 

l — 1 well that. 8 Fol. cxlviii. back, col. 1. 8 were. 
4 great 6 lamentations. 6 it 7 thai. 
8 neere vnto. • vnto. , w - 10 god. 11 the. * 2 hee. 
" right. m and. »-» omitted. 
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At the Arnanl 
banquet are three 
crowned kings, 
and two beaatlftil 



At length klnge 
Arthur and 
Carahew take 
their leave, 



and king Hnon 
and qoeen 
Eedaramonde 
rule over fairy- 
land. 



After the buryall / they retourned to y* palaya, wher as 
the tables were set, and there sate .iii crowned kynges 
& two excellent quenes ful of great beauty; at the 
hede 1 of the table sate kynge Huon, and nexte* hym 4 
kynge Arthure, and then 3 kynge Carahew and the two 
quenes / & the other ladyes departid and went and 
dyned in ther chambers / 4 they were all serued of 
euery thynge that was nessessary. And after dyner 8 
and grace sayd / kynge Arthure and kynge Carahew 
toke theyr leue of kynge Huon and of quene Eeclara- 
monde / and so departid euery man in to his owne 
countre / and Morgan and Transelyne taryed a sertayne 12 
space with quene Esclaramond in great ioy and solas. 
Now let vs leue spekynge of kynge Huon and of quene 
Esclaramonde, who taryed sty 11 in the fayrey, and shal 
do vnto 6 the day of Iugemente / and let vb retourn to 16 
our 6 mater and speke of y g fayre Claryet, doughter to 1 
kynge Huon, who was at the 7 citye of Burdeaux. 



/•V/f\7*N/tx^N/fN/»\^»v/*\^w\/a%^i^ 



% Howe the kynge of Hongary & the kynge 
of Engelond and Florence, sone to* the 20 
kynge of Aragon, desyred to haue in 
maryage the fayre lady Claryet / and how 
she was betrayed by Broharte / and how 
syr Barnarde was drowned, & of the ylles 8 24 
that the traytoure Brohart dyd to 2 the 9 
lady Claryet / and how he dyed at the 
laste. Ca. C.lviii. 



1 vpper end. 1 vnto. 
4 and. • vntill. 6 former. 

• faire. 



Fol. cxlviii. back, col. 2. 
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E haue harde here before how kynge 
Huon & quene Esclaramonde, when 
they departid fro 1 Burdeaux they lefte CUriet wu left at 

- , . M , , _ , _ Bordeaux in the 

theyr doughter in the kepyng of the care of the abbot 
good abbot of Cluny, her vncle / who ofclw,J ' 
grew and dayly amended in suche a wyse 2 that when she 
came to the 8 age of .xv. yere, for her excellente beauty when she waa 
8 her renome was so great in euery countre that there the hade*t™y 
was nother kynge nor duke but 4 that 4 desyred to haue Ear^for to'* 
her in maryage / so that the abbot and Barnard her Baitor " 
cosyn had great busines to giue eche of them theyr 
12 answere to be contente / one was the kynge of There were the 
Englond, another the kynge of Hungarye, and the and Hungary, 
thyrd 5 was Florence, sone to 8 the kynge of Aragon / of the king of 
But specyally the kynge of Hungarye wold haue had ^Jwig of 
16 her / the 7 abbot answered the kynge of hungeryes "J^^™ 
enbassadours and 8 to all the other, that vntyll he had TTab^nt. 
harde some worde 9 fro 10 duke huon her father, he coud ^efe»hil° n ' 
not agre to no 11 manage for her / but yf they wolde SJJjJJ^ 1 ^ 
20 retourne agayne by the feast of saynt Iohwn nexte g^j^T®^ 11 
folowinge, then he wolde be contente to holde a daye 
of communycacyon of maryage in the towne of Blaye / 
wherto the kynge of Hungarye was contente, and 
24 so were all the other enbassadours / and when the day 

came the good abbot toke his way to 6 Blaye to be Heinritesthe 

suitors to Blaye 

there agaynst the comynge of the kynges of Englond to hear his 

decision. 

4 and of 4 hungarye / and Florence, sone to the kynge of 
28 Aragon / the 7 abbot lefte the lady Claryet in the 
kepynge of Barnarde her cosyn, who enterely 12 loued 
her / 18 when the abbot was come to 8 Blaye, 14 the abbot 14 
made the towne to be hanged rychely for the comynge 
32 of the sayd kynges. And y* .iii. daye after the abbot 

1 the Citie of. 8 sort. 
8 Fol. cxlviii. col. 1 {should be xlix.). *-* omitted. 
6 other. 0 vnto. 7 good. 8 so. 9 newes. 
10 for in text. 11 any. 12 entirely after loued her. 

is and. 14 " 14 hee. 
CHARL. ROM. IX. R R 
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The king of came thether / fyrst came to the towne the kynge of 

England comes _ , 

flr»t, end goes Engelonge, who anone after that he was alyghted and 

•way hunting: go mew h a t re8 te ( j j ne lepte on 1 his horse agayne and 

next arrirea the wente a huntynge into the laundes / then after came the 4 * 

king of Hungary: J ° ' 

kyng of hungarye in goodly araye ; he alyghted at the 
paleys, whereas the abbot receyued hym with great 
and lastly i 0 ye / then after* s entered Florence with a noble 

Florenoe. ' 

company. The abbot did salute them all one after 8 
another, sayenge howe 4 he and the hole towne were at 
theyr commaundemente, & they thanked hym. There 
a traitor of was a false traytoure borne in Bordeaux, who had 

Bordeaux, named 

Brohart, knew harde all the conclusyon that the abbot had taken with 12 

that the abbot 

had decided that these prynces / and that was that they shulde se the 
chooM a husband lady / and he that pleased her best shulde haue her in 
foi herseit maryage / this traytoure that harde that conclusyon 

thought in 5 hymselfe that he wolde let that mater yf he 16 
Brohart wants coude, and haue her hymselfe / this traytours name was 

Clarietfor 7 J I J 

himself, Brohart / he departed fro Blaye sore desyryng to 

and returns from ' . 1 J 

BUyeto atayne to his false enterpryse; he toke a lytell shyp 

Bordeaux. * * 

and say led incontynent to 6 Burdeaux / then in haste 20 
he 7 toke londe 7 and fayned hymselfe as thoughe he 
had great busynes to do; so he came to the paleys 
wheras he founde 8 Barnarde 9 and y* lady 9 lenynge in 
a wyndow deuysynge together. Then Broharte saluted 24 
the lady 10 and Barnarde al smyling. * Brohart,' quod 
Barnard, 'the mater must be good that I se you come 
smylynge / I praye you 11 she we 12 vs 13 how dothe the 14 
abbot of Cluny, and how hath he receyued the prynces 28 
that be come to Blay ' / * Barnarde,' quod the traytour, 
' know for trouthe that in all your lyfe ye neuer saw 
suche noblenes as is nowe in y e towne of blay, and 
therfore, syr, hastely or 16 the mater goeth any further, 32 

1 vpon. 8 afterward. 8 Fol. cxlviii[ix], ool. 2. 
4 that 6 within. • vnto. 7 — 7 went on shoare. 
8 the faire ladie clariet. 9—9 omitted, 
10 after Barnard. 11 to. 18 vnto. 13 mee. 
14 good. u before. 
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the 1 abbot of Cluny, who is vncle to my lady here He teiis Barnard, 
presente / he 2 sendethe you worde by me that inconty- ciarie^u^t she 
newt as sone as nyght comethe that preuely my lady toBifyediaguiaed 
4 Claryet be made redy and apareyled and dysgysed lyke *" * man ' 
a man / and you & I to brynge her to 8 bley to her 
vncle the abbot of Cluny / and that tomorowe by 4 wrfthather 

J ' J maid* are to 

none ye ordeyne damoyselles to come 6 after and to follow the next 

day with all her 

8 brynge with them all her ryche robes and aparayle apparel, 
to aray her therin when tyme shall be, and that we 
take with vs one 6 of her apareyles to put on her whew 
she come there tyll 7 all her other aparayle comethe / 
12 and the cause why that her vncle sendeth for her now 

so preuely is that she shulde se all them that desyreth she is secretly to 

. see her suitors at 

her in maryage, for out of y* chauwbre wheras she shal Biaye. 
be in she shal se them all one after another 8 thrughe a 
16 lateyse 8 wyndowe' / when Barnarde hard the vnhappy 
traytoure / wenynge 9 he had sayd 10 trouth, 10 by cause he 
was a man of credews, therfore he byleued his wordes. Barnard believes 

Brohart, 

Alas, why dyd he so, for a more 11 traytoure ther was not 
20 fro thense to Borne, his father and his bretherne were — 
so all / but Barnarde byleued hym bycause he wente 
•with the abbot / then Barnarde sayde to 8 Claryet / 
'lady, ye must make you redy to departe as sone and bids ciariet 

fr " depart. 

24 as nyght comethe / and ye muste be apareyled as 
Broharte hathe shewed, to the entente that ye be not 
parseyued tyll 7 ye come to Blaye to your vncle the 
abbot* / 'Barnarde,' quod the lady, 'syn it is the 

28 pleasure of myne vncle and of you it is reason that I do 

it ' / then she went into her chaumbre and aparayled curiet is 

' disguised. 

her with her preuy demoyselles, & they laughed at her 
when they sawe her in a mans apareyle / and the yl 12 
32 traytoure dyd so moch that he gote a lytell shyppe and 

1 good. 2 omitted. 8 veto. 4 about. 
8 Fol. cxlviii.[ix.] back, col. 1. 8 some. 7 vntill. 
*— 8 out at a secret 9 that all that, 
lo—io been true. u vild. 12 cruell. 
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With Barnard 
and Brohart aha 
an ton a ship. 



Brohart deceive* 
Barnard. 



They paee down 
the Garonne. 



brought it redy to the posterne of y* paleys, and he had 
goto redy a great stone and tyed therto a corde / then 
he came to 1 Barnarde and sayd / 'syr, it is 1 tyme to 
departe, that we maye be at blaye or 8 it be mydnyght ' / 4 
then Barnarde came to the lady, whome he founde 
redy to departe, and sayd, all smylynge, « fayre lady, ye 
resemble well to be a gentyll squyre ' / bar*narde put 
his sworde aboute hym, and toke the lady by the arme 8 
& sayde / ' come on companyon, it is tyme we go ' / 
Brohart wente on before, and barnarde and the 
damoysell 6 went after arme in arme, and so went* 
to the posterne so preuely that no man parseyued them / 12 
then Brohart entered in 7 fyrste and toke Clary et by 
the hand and led her to the ende of the shyp, 8 then 
Barnarde entered / broharte softely let the stone slyp 
into the water and held the cord styll in his hande, and 16 
sayd to 1 Barnard, 'syr, I do this by cause the shyp 
shall not go to faste tyll 9 we be paste the medyll of the 
streriie' / and sayd to 1 Barnard, *syr, holde you this 
cord in your hande tyll we be paste the heye streme / 20 
and then we shall drawe it vp agayne.' Barnarde, who 
thought none yll, dyd as the traytour sayd / then they 
toke the helme in theyr handes, and so departed along 
the ryuer of Gerounde. 24 



% Howe the traytoure Broharte drowned 

Barnarde, and of theyr aduentures / and 

howe Broharte was slayne. Ca. Clix. 

^Hen Brohart sawe that they were fare 28 
of fro y e towne, & that y* nyght was 
darke, he came to 1 Barnarde & sayde, 
4 syr, quyckely drawe vp y* stone by 
the corde out of the water' / then 32 




1 vnto. 8 full. 8 before. 
* Fol. cxlviii[x]. back, col. 2. 6 Ladie. 

7 to the shippe. 8 and. 9 vntill. 
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Barnard stowpyd downe lowe to drawe it vp / then 

Brohart toke barnard by Hhe lege or 1 he was ware, Brohart, by a 

and with all his strengthe he tombelyd 2 Barnarde 8 oner thrown Barnard 

4 the 4 bourde into the water, wheras he was drowned, the and he u drowned, 
whiche was great petye / for a more trewer knyght 
coude not be founde / when the 6 lady Claryet saw that 
Brohart had cast barnarde oner the 5 bourde she gaue ciariet cries out, 

8 a great crye, and she came to 6 Brohart and drew hym Brohart** hair, 
by the here / when 7 the traytour saw that y e lady tare 
his here, he toke her by the armes so fersly that he Brohart ttnge 

7 * J her to the ship's 

caste her to y e 8 shyp botom, 8 & dyd 9 all to 9 bete her, 10 bottom, and beau 
12 & sayde that her cryes and wepynges coude not ayde 
her, for whether she wold or not he wolde haue his 
pleasure of her / when j* lady harde the false traytour 
she was in great fere, & began sore to trymble, making 
16 her praiers to our lord u Iesu christ 11 9 and to the vyrgyn 
mary 9 to defende her fro dyshonour and to brynge her 
out of the handes of that false traytour her enemy / 
then the vnhappy traytour came to 6 her and sayde / 
20 that it were better for her to fulfyll his pleasure wt'tA He win by force 
good wyll and loue rather then by force, or elles to 12 or drown her/ 
caste her into the ryuer of Geroune / * 0 false traytour,' 
quod she, 'as longe as thou leueste thou shalte neuer ciariet mist*, 

. i 0 lit/I i»i and Brohart beat* 

24 haue loye nor pleasure of my body / then the false her tni she is 
morderer dyd bete the lady, that pety it was to se ; 13 so Dearly dCad " 
he lefte her lyewge 14 in a maner ded ; when he sawe 7 it 
wold be no better he was wery, and so fell on 15 slepe / The traitor then 

28 the shyp wente forthe by force of the streme, and lkUsMleep, 
by that tyme it was fayre daye / so fare the shyp went 
that nyght that they were nere to the ende of the 
ryuer of Geroune / and y e lady sore wepynge behelde ciariet revWesj 

32 the traytour how he slepte, and sawe 16 by hym a lofe of 

1-1 one of his legges before. 8 Fol. cxlv[l]. col. 1. 
8 him. 4 ship. 6 faire. • vnto. 7 that. 
8-3 bottom of the shippe. 9 ~ 9 omitted. 10 cruelly, 
n-ii god. w he would. 13 and. 
M lying after maner. 16 a. w lying. 
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•he se«« him brede / the famyne that she was in constrayned her to 

sleeping with a 

loaf of bread at take and to eat it, for she had suche famyne that 
ahesundain she coude here 1 it no lenger / then she made her 
IhTweep* prayers al *wepynge to our lorde god, requyrynge hym 4 
In^pra/ttoGod to kepe and defende her virgynyte and to preserue her 
for aid. fro that false tyrant who had betrayed her / so fare 

The ship enters wente the shyp that it enterid into the see / the wynde 
ie sea, was great, and they had nother helme nor sayle to ayde 8 

them selues with all / then the wynd toke them and 
and is carried to draue them to a lytell port vnder a hye rocke in a 
Brohart awakes, lytell Isle / then Brohart awoke and was glad when he 

saw they were aryued nere to the londe / for he knew 12 
ryght well the countre ; 8 then he sayde to the ladye / 
and entreats * thou seest well 4 thou haste no pu8aunce to go agaynste 

Clariet to yield to v 

him. my wyll / the whiche thou must nedes fulfyll / for thou 

canste not haue any socoure of any man or woman 16 
leuynge, nor al thy defence cannot auayle the, thou 
seest well wa be in an Isle wheras the see goeth 
rounde abought it / wherfore I haue great dought that 
we shall neuer depart 5 hens : therfore dysmay you not, 20 
for as nowe I wyll do the no hurte.' This thefe, when 

But he corse. God he saw that he was in this Isle, he began to curse god 

when he perceives _ _ . , _ _ 

that they have 6 and his mother, 6 and the owre that euer he sawe 
readied a deserted j f or tne traytour saw well that he muste 24 

dye there 7 for hunger 7 and rage / for there was no shyp 
to enter into the see, therfore he had then no wyl to do 
any yll to the lady / the which was by the grace 
of god, who wold not that the lady shuld be dys- 28 
honored / 8 when she sawe that they were so nere the 
ciariet leaves the londe, sore wepynge she issued out of the bote, and ran 

boat, 

•nd runs up the vp the rocke. Now god defende her, 8 the same tyme 

six thieves Ue hid there was on 8 the mountayne . vi. theues who laye 32 

thew. ^ ^ e marchauntes / and they had a lytell galey 



1 forbeare. 8 Fol. cxlvfj]. col. 2. 8 and. * that. 
6 from. B- 6 omitted, * by famine. 8 for. 
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tyynge in a lytell comer of the rocke nere to them, and 
had couered it with boues and grene leues; when 
Brohart saw the 1 damoysell ryn awaye he eryed as 
4 loude as he coude, and said, ' by god, dame, 2 your Brohart threaten* 

her firom the boat, 

fleynge shall not awayle, 8 for whether thou wylte or not 
this nyght I wyll haue my wyll 4 of the' / the .vi. 
theues who were on 6 the mountayne etynge of ther 
8 mete, whew they harde Broharte cryenge after the and w« voice 
dam oy sell, they were sore abasshed, and were in great 
fere that they had bene spied. Then the damoysell, 
who ran vpon the mountayne, when she sawe them she ciariet un them, 

and begs them to 

12 sayd, 'A, syrs, I pray you haue petye of me and ayde have pity on her. 
and soconre me agaynst this false traytoure, this nyght 
passyd he stole 6 me awaye out of the cetye of Burdeaux, 
7 1 am doughter to noble duke Huon* / when these 

16 theues harde the damoysell they rose vp all and thought 
8 it had bene some feyned mater to haue begyled them, 
but when they sawe Broharte folowe after the lady / 
then the mayster of the theues stepte forth and said, 

20 'how is it that thou arte so hardy to come vpon vs / They stop Brohart 

in hia purioit of 

thou arte come hether to spye vs, but we shall neuer be ciariet. 
acused by y* / thou arte but yll come to this brydale ' / 
when the traytour broharte sawe the .vi. theues he was 
24 sore abasshed, and sawe well how 8 he shulde be fayne 

to defend hym selfe / then he drew out his sworde and Brohart drawn his 

sword, and kills 

strake the mayster thefe 9 so on 9 the hed that he claue the master thief, 
hym to the tethe / 7 when the other .v. theues sawe 
28 theyr maister slayne they were 10 sorowful. 11 then they The other thieres 

y attack the traitor, 

assembeled 12 Brohart on all sydes / and he defended but before they 

_ _ .. i«i i iii ,i struck him down, 

hymselfe so well that or 13 he was stryken to the erthe he killed four of 
he slewe .iiii. of them, and in the meane tyme whyles ih#m in *"* 
32 they fought / the lady Claryet came to the place 

1 Fol. cxlv[l]. back, col. 1. 2 madame. 8 you. 
* pleasure. 6 vppon. 8 did steale. T and. 8 that. 
9 such a blow vppon. 10 right. 11 and angrie. 
18 assailed. 13 before. 
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owlet finds wheras the theues bad bene, & there she founde mete 

food and drink in 

the thieve*' piece, and drynke plente / 1 when she sawe the mete she was 2 
drink*. ioyfull, and thankyd god therof, & dyd eate 8 and 

drynke at her pleasure / and she saw how the theues 4 
had cast Brohart to the erth, wherof she was ioyful, 
howbeit she knewe not what company she was com 4 to 
no[r] 5 in whose handes she was aryued in; when the 
The thieves make theues had cast Brohart to the erth / they made hym 8 
hueviiinten- to shew where he had taken y* damoysell / and he 
tions. shewed them all the mater, and howe he had taken her 

to the entente to haue dyshonored her & to haue had 
her to his wyfe, and to haue caryed her into some 12 
straunge place vnknowen / when y* theues hard what 
Brohart had sayde / they sayde, ' O thou vntrewe and 
false traytoure, there is no tourmente in the worlde so 
crewel but that thou haste deserued a worse payne, and 16 
Then they hind therfore by vs thy deserte shalbe rewarded ' / then they 
hang^himby toke and bounde fast his fete, and hanged hym vp by 
undeTnUhMd*' the fete on 6 a tre / then they made a fyer, and vnder 
Md tiiw he end* h* 8 ne de they made a great smoke, & so made hym to 20 
Ms life, ^ d 0 i oure 7 J thus ended the traytoure 

Broharte myserably his dayes / then the two theues 
came to the place wheras Claryet was, and they de- 
•nie two thieves maunded of her estate / and she shewed them all the 24 
learn from ciariet maner, and how she was taken by y* traytour Broharte, 
aii her story. ^ e shewed 8 them what she was / then the theues 

caused her to put of her clothes that she was in, and 
They give ciariet dyd 9 on her other ryche aparayle / 1 when they saw her 28 

rich apparel, * A 

and admire her so aparayled they though te 10 no lady nor damoysell in 
beauty. ^ e W Q r [(jQ coude pas her in beaute, for she was come 

agayne to her beaute, for 1 she thonghte herselfe well 
assured bycause she was delyuerered fro 11 Brohart / 32 
when one of these two theues sawe the great beaute 

* and. 1 right 8 Fol. cxlv[l]. back, col. 2. * in. 
6 not in text, • vppon. 7 and paine. 8 vnto. 
0 to put 10 that. 11 the false Traitour. 
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of this danioysel, he sayd to 1 his felawe / ' this nyght I On« of them longs 
wyl haue my pleasure of her' / the other sayd 2 s he ^eMureo" her: 
wolde not suffer that / and sayd howe he was y e fyrste „^ Siow^hltTw 
4 that ouerthrue Brohart who had stollen her awaye; kuTBrotaiJ'** 10 
then y # other drewe out his dager and strake his felawe They fight, end 

J ^ both ere slain. 

into the body to the ha[r]te 4 / & when he felte 
hymselfe streken to the dethe / he toke corage on hym 
8 and drew his sworde and stroke the other on the hed to 
the braynes, and so he fell downe dede / and the other 
that was wounded to the deth fel downe in lyke wyse 
by his felaw ded, and so therby the 6 mayde 6 Claryet was 
12 8 there all alone / when she sawe herselfe so all alone in cienet, finding 

, ' „ , , , _ _ herself ell alone, 

the Isle wheras was 7 non nabytacyon / she began then prays to ood to 
petuously to 8 cowiplayne, sayeng, ' O 9 very god, 9 1 pray * 
the by thy grace to haue of me pety, 10 and I requyre 

16 the humbely where so euer I go to saue and defende my 
vyrgynyte & ayde me 11 to 11 come to sauegard.' Kowe 
let vs leue spekynge of the fayre Claryet & retourne to 
speke of the kynges & prynces that were at blaye 

20 abydynge the corny nge thether of the 12 lady Claryet. 



% Of the great sorowe that was made at 
Blaye by the abbot of Cluny and by the 
prynces of the noble citye of Burdeaux for 

24 the fayre 18 Claryet that was stollen away, 
& of the sorow that was made when thev 
sawe Barnarde brought in dede by .vi. 
men. And of y 6 ponysshement that was 

28 done to y* lynage of 14 Broharte. Ca. C.lx. 

1 vnto. * that 8 Fol. cli. col. 1. 4 hafte in text. 

*— 6 faire Ladie. • left 7 no after habytacyon. 
8 weepe and. 9 ~ 9 good Lord. 10> of me after pety. 
u-u that I may. " faire. 13 Ladie. 
14 the Traytour. 
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The abbot of 
Clany and 
Clariet's royal 
suitors at Blaye 
resolve to eend 
for her from 
Bordeaux. 



The abbot admiree 
the king*, and 
especially 
Florence. 



The maids and 

knights whom 
Broharthad 
bidden follow 
Clariet to Blaye, 
arrive there. 



The abbot thinks 
Clariet is with 
them; 



but when he 
learns their 
story, how 
Brohart took 
Clariet from 
them, he swoons. 




Hen these kynges and prynces were 
aryued at Blaye, & had spoken with 
the 1 ahbot of Cluny / they concludyd 
hetwene them .iii. that the lady should 4 
he sent for, & he that she wold frely 
chose shulde he her husband / for eche of them thought 
themselfe moste fay re / & thought 8 'there coude not 
be founde .iii goodlyer yonge princes then they were / 8 
but specyally Florence, sone to the kynge of Aragon, 
was most fayrest. And y* same tyme that they were 
determynyd to sende to y* citye of Burdeaux for the 
lady Clary et, 4 came thether the knyghtes, squyers / 12 
ladyes and damoyselles apoynted oy Broharte, thynk- 
ynge to haue found there y* fayre Claryet, and they 
brought her robes and iowelles to aparaile her withal, 
as Brohart had deuysed / they cam and lyghted at the 16 
palays. the abbot of Cluny beynge at the gate, & 
seynge ladyes and damoyselles comynge, thoughte* 
it had bene his nece, the fayre 6 Claryet; he wente 
incontynent to 6 them / and demaunded where his nece 20 
Claryet was / ' syr,' quod the knyghtes / ' we thynke to 
fynd her here with you / for yesternyghte late the lady 
departed fro the citye of Burdeaux to come to you / 
and Brohart came for her, who with syr Barnarde 24 
wente with her, and they commaunded vs that we 
shulde not fayle to be here with you at this oure ' / 
then they shewed all the maner how Brohart came 
and 7 had sayde to 6 them / and when the 1 abbot of 28 
Cluny hard them / he fell sodaynely to the erth in a 
swoune, so that all that were there present thought 2 he 
had bene dede / then at last he reuyued and cast vp 8 a 
great crye, and sayd, ' A, my ryght dere nese, I ought 32 
to be sorowful thus to lese you in suche 8 maner, Mat 10 



1 good. 8 that 
6 Ladie. 0 vnto. 
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wold to our lorde 1 Iesu chryst 1 that I were vnder the 
erth, for I wolde lyue no lenger in this world / a, thou 
false traytour Brohart, thy kyn 2 dyd neuer good / 

4 O Barnarde, wher is becom your noblenes, yet I can not 
byleue that ye be anything culpable ' / anon thes newes 
were knowen i[n] 8 the town, so that all the kynges & 
princes were aduerteysed of the 4 mater / 6 they came 

8 hastely to the paleys wheras they founde the abbot in 
sore wepynces. whome they had slayne & tf it had not The king* are 

_ * , - , , . wrathfUl with the 

bene for y e good renowne that they knewe to be in abbot, 
hym / therfore they forbare hym / then euery man 
12 mouwted on 7 theyr horses & rode toward 8 Burdeaux, Aiirideto 

Bordeaux, where 

wheras they founde the burgesses and the comon people the people are 
in great cryes and wepynges, bewaylyng for 9 duke loaeofHuon, 
Huon & the duches Esclaramonde, 10 and 11 Claryet uAaSSt^ 

16 theyr dough ter, who was lost and betraied by Brohart / 
when the abbot of Cluny and all 12 the other prynces 
were entered in to Bordeaux and sawe suche sorowe 
made there that 12 they all fell to wepynge / & as they 

20 were in this sorow there came thether .vi men bryng- Barnard's dead 
yng with them syr Barnarde dede, whom they had ttoaaronnl!" 
found drownid in the ryuer of Geroune / if y* sorowe thedty. htint ° 
was great before, then it was renewed when they sawe 

24 Barnarde dede ; if I shulde reherse the sorow that was 
made that daye in the citye of Burdeaux as well of the 
prynces as of the abbot and comon people, it shuld be 
ouer^longe to reherse / then the kynges and prynces, 

28 well aduerteysed of the lyngnage and parentes issued of Broharfs kindred 
y* blode of Brohart, and how alwayes they haue bene f^orTreMwT 11 

and they are ail 

full of treason, they were serchid out in euery plase m *>ught out, 

. -11111 men » women, 

the citye, as well men as women and chyldren there and children, to 
32 were found out to the nombre of .lxx. persons / they thinumberof 

1 god. 1 kindred. s iy in text, 
* Pol. oli. back, col. 1. 6 and. • if. 7 vppon. 
8 the Citie. 9 the noble. 10 his wife. u for. 
12 omitted. 13 too. 
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70, and cast Into 
the Garonne. 



The raitors than 
leave Bordeaux, 



and the abbot 
causes Barnard 
to be buried. 



were all taken and caste in to the reuer of Geroune, to 
the en tent that none shulde be lefte alyue of the 1 
kynrede, and nener 2 to be had in rememberaunce / 
after this 8 done y* kynges and prynces departed out of 4 
the citye & rode in to theyr 4 countrees ryght sorowfall 
and sore dyspleased for the lesynge of the lady Claryet ; 
and the abbot abode styll at BurMeaux and buryed 
Barnarde, who was* sore complayned 7 of all 8 the 8 
people. Now let vs leue spekyng of them and 
retourne to y* 9 lady Claryet who was all alone on 10 the 
mountayne. 

% How the lady Claryet all alone cam to the 12 
see syde, wheras aryued the kyng of Granad 
in a ship, who toke awaye claryet / and of 
other maters. Ca. C.lxi. 

Ow sheweth the story 11 that after y* 16 
theues were slayne & Brohart dede, 
the lady Clariet abode alone vpon 
the mountayne with the dede men ; 
she wept petyously, & sayd, 'O 20 
12 very god, 12 in what owre was I borne in / alas what 15 
hap & desteny haue I / it had bene better for me 
neuer to haue bene borne, for I se wel here I must dye / 
alas, I wote not whether to go, for in this Isle is nother 24 
man nor woman to whome I maye go for any refuse.' 
thus sore complaynynge y* lady went downe the 
mountayne, and by that tyme the shyppe that she came 
in was noted awaye / and as she loked into the see she 28 
a great ship saw a great shyppe comynge toward es that 16 porte for 
anS^iOoyfai. fresshe water and for wode / 16 when she sawe that she 
was ioyful, & thanked our lorde Iesu chryst ; lc she 

3 WAS. * 




Clariet fears the 
moat die on the 
deserted island. 



1 that 2 more. 3 was. • owne. 
6 Fol. cli. back, col. 2. • were. 7 for. 8 omitted. 
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thoughte they had bene chrysten men / but they were 
Sarasyns and paynymes / & with them was a kynge it beion*. to the 
who was theyr lorde & souerayne, he was kynge of Snuu^whota 
4 Granade, and was retournynge into his countre, but he °° b °* wL 
had suche fortune on 1 the see that he was constraynid 
to come thether ; then they cast theyr ancre and toke 
lond, and the kynge, when he saw the damoysell 2 on 1 He mm curiet, 
8 y* see syde, he demaunded of her what she was and name and 
of what countre / ' syr/ quod she, ' syn ye wyll knowe 00U,U,7 • 
of myne estate I shall shew you ' / then y* yonge 8 lady 
shewed before all them that were there present how she 

12 was doughter to duke Huon 4 of Burdeaux, and shewed 
all the aduenture that was fallen to 5 her / when the 
kynge Sarasyn 6 harde that he was 7 ioyfull, and sayd / 
'fayre damoysell, 8 it is happy for you that I haue 

16 founde you, for I haue no wyfe, ye shall be my wyfe Heodereto 
and lye withe me this nyghte / but fyrste ye muste orSew lier'arat 
renewe 8 your law and byleue in 1 y* lawe of Mahomet, jLhomadan. 
on 1 whome I do byleue' / when the 9 lady harde the 

20 paynyme kyng she sayd, ' god forbede that I shuld leue 
the lawe of Iesu Chryste to byleue 10 on 10 Mahomet, 
I had rather haue all my members drawen one pece fro ciariet dtebm 

she will never be 

another w* th wylde horses then to be wyfe to suche a the king's wife. 
24 man as ye be ' / when the kynge harde -y e damoysel 
that she set so lytel a pryce 8 by hym he had great 
dyspleasure therat, & lyf te vp his hand and gaue her The king in anger 

strlkM her on the 

on 1 the cheke u suche a bio we that y e blode ran out of cheek. 

28 her mouthe & nose, so that she fel to the erth, wherof 
he was sore blamed of his men / and he said to 6 them, 
'whye, syrs, 12 hard you not 12 how she dyspysed our 
lawe and set no more by me then yf I were 13 a boy ' ; 

32 then he commaunded that they shuld take & cast her 

1 vppon. 2 Ladie. 8 omitted. 4 Huon, duke. 
6 vnto. 0 Sarazin kinge. T right 8 deny. 
• faire. «>- 10 in the law of. u Fol. clii. col. 2. 



did you not hear. 



13 had been but 
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He bids hii mm into the see / and he departed fro her in gieat dis- 
«*t her e pi ea8ure 8 h e aa8 wered hym so rudely / then the 
bat they ceny sarasyns came & toke the lady rudely and caried her 

her on board ship. 

into the shyp, and so saued her, that 1 the kyng knew 4 
not therof / then when the kynge cam agayne to 
the shyp they hoysed 2 in 8 theyr ancres and made 4 
when the ihtp sayle, & had good wynd ; then as the kynge walked vp 
kingwSheron & downe in the shyp he sawe the damoysell within the 8 
threatens to hare shyp, wherof he was 8 abasshed, for he 8 had 6 thought 
his pleasure of ^ a fc jjjg men drownid her / then he regarded 7 her 
and thoughte that he neuer sawe so fayre a damoysell, 8 
& so he desired her with all his hart, and sayde to 9 12 
her, 'fayre damoysell, 8 now ye be here your denyall 
shall not auayle you, for this nyght ye shall lye with 
me 6 al nakyd' 6 / whem 10 Claryet harde the paynyme 
kynge / deuoutly she called on 11 our lorde 12 Iesu chryst, 18 1 6 
& humbely requyryng hym to preserue her vtrgynyte 
& to brynge her out of the handes of y* sarasyns / 
she kneels before 18 then she kneled downe before y* kynge, humbely 

him and begs for 

mercy. desyryng hym to haue marcy 14 of her, & said how she 20 

was content to folowe his pleasure as sone as he came 
into his owne contre / 'weV quod the kyng, 4 whether 
ye wyl or not ye must suffer my pleasure / for I wyl 
not depart fro ye tyl 15 ye 16 haue lyen with me 17 one 24 
nyght / and that I may holde you in myne armes 9 / 
18 when she vnderstoode hym she began sore to wepe, 
she prays to the desyry Dge 18 the vyrgyn Mary 12 to socoure and ayde 18 her 
virgin, ^ ^ afc tyjuQ j f or otherwyse she saw 18 well she was but 28 

and a great storm lost / therwith there 20 rose vp 20 so great a wynde and 

rises to aid her. ' J 

so horryble that the see that was calme and peasable 
began to ryse 8 and swell 6 so maruaylously that the 

1 but 8 drew. 8 vp. 4 horsed vp. * sore. 
8-6 omitted. T looked vppon. 8 Ladie. • vnto. 
10 the faire Ladie. 11 vppon. u - u god. u and. 
" pittie. 18 vntill. 18 I. 17 you. 
18 aide be/ore succour. 18 Fol. clii. back, col. 1. 
so- 80 arose. 
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wawes were as hye as mountaynes, and the wynde 1 so - 
great that whether the sarasyns wolde or not it behoued 
them to abandon theyr shyp to y e wynde 2 and 
4 wether, 2 wherof they were in suche fere that the The king and au 

J his men think 

kynge and all other had great doute of the 3 dethe; they wW die. 
4 theyr sayle was all to torne with y e wynd, & nere 
hande the shyp perysshed, they cryed 6 vp on theyr god 
8 Mahomet for socour and ayde ; the kynge was in such The king it eon 

afraid. 

fere that he had 6 no lyste to desyre the fayre 7 Claryet 
of her loue, who was sore afrayde & pale for fere / this 
tourmente and tempeste endured all the nyghte / & 
12 they were dreuen the same nyght be yonde valence y* 

great / and in the mornynge they sawe y e towne of The next day the 

J ° * * wind drive* them 

Tours, to the whiche porte the wynde draue them / to the town of 
8 when the paynyms saw that they were aryued there 
16 they were 9 sorowfull, for they knew well 10 the towne 
was christened / they saw no maner how to eschew it, 
but they had rather to be as sclaues all theyr lyues 
then to be drownyd in the see / the same tyme ther was where a brare 

, * , , , , , * , knight, Sir Peter 

20 aryued at the same porte a noble knyght namyd syr of Arragon.had 
Peter of Aragon; 8 when he saw the other shyp Ja * larriT * L 
comynge to the porte by constraynte of the wynde, and 
sawe well without it were socoured the shyp shuld be 

24 perysshed agaynst the rocke, wherby they within and The Saracens' 
all the ryches shulde be perysshed and drowned / then wre^ed^when 
he cryed to the Galeyes that laye in the porte to hll gidieya tTher 
go and socoure the straung shyp / 8 then the marynera re * cue " 

28 wente to the see and came to the shyppe. 

u 1T when the Sarasyns sawe that they were in fere TheSaraoena 

fear the Christiana 

to be slayne, then there came two paynyms to the win »i«y them, 
damoysell to haue taken her and to haue cast her into ding ciartet 
32 the see. Then she toke the mast of the shyppe in her *heciing>tothe 
armes and helde it so faste that they coude not drawe bTmoved. 0 * 1 "** 

1 was. 2 ~ 2 omitted. 8 their. 4 for. 
6 and called. 0 now. 7 Ladie. 8 and. 9 right. 
io that 11 Fol. clii. back, col. 2, 
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The Arragonese 
enter the ahfp 
and see her 
struggling with 
the men. 

Peter asks the 
Saracens how ehe 
came there. 



In anger at their 
cruelty, he and 
hit sailor* slay 
all the Saracens 
except the king. 



The king tells 
Peter how he 
found Clariet. 



Peter replies that 
he must accept 
Christ or die. 

The king refuses 
to abandon 
Mahomet* 



her fro it / then the Aragonyse began to aproche to the 
shyppe, and cast their hokes to ioyne to gether. The 
lady in the shyppe had great fere / the whiche was no 
maruayle / howbeit she "was ioyfull when she knew 1 4 
they that came were chrystened / then the Aragonoys 
by the cordes and ropes enterid into the shyppe / 
2 when Peter of Aragon & his company were entered 
into the shyp he sawe the damoysel 8 sore wepynge / 8 
then he demaunded of the Sarasyns where they had 
get 4 that prynces / 'ryghte nowe 5 1 sawe howe ye wold 
haue taken & cast her into the see and 6 I had not 
come hastely ' / then one of them sayd / 4 syr, we be of 12 
Granade, and fortune of y* see hath dreuyn vs hether, 
we be redy to be your sclaues or els to pay raunsome 
at your pleasure.' 'Paynyms,' quod peter, 'all the 
golde' in y e worlde shall not saue your lyucs / none of 16 
you shal scape 1 / then he commaunded that they 
ahulde all be slayne, and that none shulde 7 scape alyue, 
the which was done incontynente / all were slayne 
excepte the kynge, of whome Peter of Aragone de- 20 
maunded whye he wolde haue drowned that noble 
damoysell, and where they 8 founde her / 'syr/ quod 
y e kyng, 4 we knowe her not / nor what she is, for we 
founde her all alone vpon a rocke in an Isle within the 24 
see. And when I sawe the great beaute and bountye 
that was in her I couetyd her, and caused her to be put 
into my shyppe, thynkynge to ha[ue] hadde my pleasure 
of her, but she wolde 9 in no wyse suffer me / wherfore 28 
I was displeasyd withe her ' / 4 well,' quod Peter, * ye 
shall be slayne and go after your men with out ye wyl 
byleue in Iesu chryst and renounce the lawe of 
Mahomet ' / 4 syr/ quod the paynyme, 4 1 had rather 10 be 32 
slayne all quycke then to leue my holy law and to take 

1 that. 8 and. 8 Ladie. 4 gotten 
. 6 (quoth hee). 8 if. * shall. 8 had. 
8 Fol. cliii. col. 1. 10 to. 
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that byleue that ye ar of ' / when Peter hard hym saye 
so he gaue hym with his sworde suche a stroke on 1 the and Peter kw» 
hede that he claue it to the tethe, and the kynge 
4 fel downe dede, wherof y* lady Claryet was 2 ioyfulL 
Then Peter came to 8 her and demaunded what she was 
and where the paynyms 4 founde her / 4 syr/ quod the 
damoysell, 5 4 1 was borne in a parte of frauwce in a ciariet una Peter 
8 towne named Nauntes, in bretayne. 6 My father was of her m Jfortunes. 
Lisbon, and he had great desyre to se his frendes, so he 
entered into a shyp and two of my bretherne and my 
selfe & dyuers other marchanntes together, & when we 

12 had thought to haue entered into y e hauen at Lysbone, 
a great horryble wynde toke vs so that we were fayne 
to abandon our shyp and to let it go by the grace 
of god and at the wyl of the wynde and wether / then 

16 we passed the stray tes of Marocke, and then our shyppe 
ran agaynste a rocke & brast 7 all to peces, so that my 
father and all that were in the shyppe were drowned / 
and by the grace of god I sate on 8 a sacke of wolle and 

20 helde me faste, & then the waues brought me to the 
lond syde, wherof I thanke god / and within an owre 
after this hethen kynge aryued there wtt/t his company 
by fortune of the se, and so they toke me into theyr 

24 shyppe / and the kynge sore 9 enforced hymselfe to 
haue had his pleasure of me / and then by fortune 
of another tempest we aryued here, wheras ye haue 
slayne hym and all his.' 10 u 'fayre damoysell, ' quod 

28 Peter of Aragon, 4 ye maye thanke god that ye be come 
into myne handes ' / 4 syr,' quod she, 4 1 knowe well 12 y f 
ye had not bene I had bene loste for euer / & therfore, she offers to 
syr, as longe as god 18 bath geuen 18 me lyfe I wyll be has saved her, 

32 gladde to serue you as the moste lowest chaumberer 14 in hoZSbMi!* hl> 

1 ypon. 1 right 8 vnto. 4 had. 6 Ladie. 
• and. T bunt. 8 vppon. • omitted. 10 men. 
" Fol. oliii col. 2. u that shall giue. 
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your house, and put my body and honeste into goddes 
hawdcs and youers' / ' fayre damoyseU,' quod Peter, 
peter promiMt to c as long as I leue ye shall not lacke / for by the grace 
protect ^ your body and youre honoure shall be well 4 

saued / and peraduenture 1 maye 1 haue such a husband 
that ye shall thynke your self e 2 happy / our lorde* 
dyd 4 you a great grace when ye fell into my handes.' 
Then Peter of Aragon toke the damoysell by the 8 
He Mile with her hande and commaundyd to hoyse vp the sayles, and to 

to Tarragona, 

where the king or retoume to 4 Taragon, a citye betwene Barselone and 
Arrajonwae Valence the great / wheras then was the kyng of 

Aragon / 5 so longe they sayled nyghte and daye that at 12 
the laste they sawe the towers of Taragone, wherof they 
thanked god / and as they aproched *vnto 6 the citye 
the kynge of Aragon was in his palais lokynge out at a 
wyndowe / then he sawe comynge in the see .vi. galeys 16 
and a great shyppe, wherof he was abasshed, and 
maruayled what it myght be / for he knewe them not 
bycause of the great shyppe / then they that knew 
them came to the kynge and sayde how it was his 20 
The king learnt cosyn, Peter of Aragon, 7 the whiche 7 is comen home in 
Peter^« TO approach, sauetye, thanked be god. Then the kynge and his 
•hor«to*meet** lordes with hym wente downe and wente to the see 
him. syde, where as they founde the noble man, Peter of 24 

Aragon his cosyn, and all his companye with hym. 
Then the kyng en braced hym and sayd, ' cosyn, ye are 
ryght hartely welcom, I am ioyfull 8 of your good 
aduenture. I pray you, cosynne, shewe me where 28 
haue ye get this great shyppe that semeth to be so 
Peter relates hit ryche ' / then peter shewed 4 hym all the aduenture, 

adveuturee. * 

and how he rescued the damoysel out of the handes of 
the Sarasyns / and he shewed her to 4 the kynge, and 32 
sayde / 'syr, I byleue in this world there is not a 

1-1 you shall. 8 right. 8 god. 4 vnto. 
6 and. 6-0 neere to. 7-7 who. 
8 Fol. cliii. back, coL 1. 
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fayrer, swetter, nor more gracious, 1 nor none that 
semeth more to be extraute of a hye lynage* / the 
kynge behelde the damoysell, and she kneled downe 
4 before hym / ' fayre damoysell/ quod the kynge, ( I Tiie king asks of 

Clariet her lineage 

praye you shewe me what ye be and of what lynage / and country, 
and fro whence ye come 9 / the damoysell, 2 who was in 
great fere to name herselfe trewly / for fere lest she 
8 shulde be in yll handes / 3 then she 3 caste downe her 
hede 4 and began to wepe so that the teres fell fro her 
even, and sayde / 'syr, I requyre you desyre no suche ciariet hesitates 

. . m T - , to tell, for she 

thynge of me at this tyme, for I know not who is my does not know 

12 parente nor of what lynage I am of ' / when the kynge friend or foe. 

vnderstode the damoysel and sawe how she wepte 

he had great petye of her, and comforted her as moch 

as he myght 6 / then Peter shewed 6 the kynge al that Peter telle the 

16 the damoysell had shewed hym / before, a[n]d 7 ho we 3 onferf h * kn ° W * 

' she was f ounde by the sarasyns, 8 whome I haue slayne, 

she was happy that she fell in 9 my handes / for by the 

grace of god I shall se her well maryed and set forthe ' / 

20 then the kynge and Peter wente fro the shyppes into y e 

towne, & causid the damoysell to be brought after she is taken to 

them with two Ientylmew in to Peters logynge, and as ** Ua '* lodglng * 

she passed thrughe the towne she was regarded with 

24 lady es and damoyselles, and they al praysed her ah the towns- 
people admire her 

beautye, sayeng one to another that there was neuer a beauty, 

fayrer 2 borne / nor more lykely to become of a noble 

blode. 10 Great feast 11 was made in the citye for y e and there is great 

6 feasting made* 

28 comynge home of Peter of Aragon, and of the damoy- 
sell that he had brought wit/* hym; the same tyme 
Florence y e / kynges sone had bene on 12 hontynge, Florence, the 
& cam home, and when he was in the towne and saw turns from hunt- 

32 the stretes hanged and the ladyes & damoysels & other wfndmLttne 
makynge so great ioye and feast 11 / he was abasshed, merry * makin8, 

1 creature. 2 Ladie. *— • omitted. 4 presently. 

6 could. 6 vn to. T ayd in text. 8 (quoth he). 
• to. 10 Fol. cliil back, coL 2. » feasting. " a. 
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and demaunded of a burges yf there were any newe 
weddynge / and 1 what they were 1 that the people made 
so great ioye and feast 4 / * syr,' quod the barges, ' the 
feast that is made nowe and the ioye is for the comyng 4 
home of Peter of Aragon, who hathe bene so longe out, 
h« la told of for that god hath sent hym good aduenture, for he hath 
^swi^m^jp. wonne and conquered the great shyppe of Malyke * 
wherin was y* kynge of Granade, great ryches he hath 8 
wonne, and he hath alayne all the sarasyns that were 
in the shyppe/ Then Florence restid not tyl he came 
HegoMtoPttar'a to his cosyn, Peter of Aragons logynge, & made hym 
lodging and Mea chere, and said, 'cosyn, ye are welcome home, 12 

and I am ryght ioyous 8 of youre good aduenture' / 
'syr/ quod Peter, 'I thanke god I haue had good 
hap 4 / &, syr, I shall shewe you one thynge that I 
haue wonne wherof I am moste ioyfulL' then he 16 
shewed hym the damoysell who was sober and sad, 
and shewed hym how he wanne her / when Florence 
Florence la atroek sawe the damoysell his harte sprange for ioye / and y* 
by her bwatj, m0Te fa beheld her the more fayrer she semyd. And 20 

the damoysell behelde hym ryght humbely / & she 
and curiet ad- thoughte 6 she neuer saw 6 so fayer a 6 yonge man before, 
mirea Ma beauty. jitter made nor formed of all his membres. 

Florence that 7 behelde the damoysel, by reason wherof 24 
the darte of loue strake hym to the harte / wherof the 
wounde coude not lyghtely be helyd / I 8 maye well 
saye that in all the worlde in that tyme coude not be 
founde agayne such two 9 parsones, for the great beaute 28 
wherwith they were garnysshed coude not be dyscryued / 
for god & nature had no thynge 10 for goten in fourmynge 
They fail deeply of them / swetely they regarded ech other / at that 
a^rirT lth 0U * tyme yf Florence had knowen that she had bene the 32 
fayre Clariet of Burdeaux he wolde haue. maryed her 

i- 1 wherefore it wag. * Maliga. * ioyfulL 
4 fortune. 6 that. •-• a fairer. T so. 
• Fol. oliiii. col. 1. 9 such. 10 nothing after forgotten. 
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incontynent ; she was greatly taken in the loue of 
Florence, and so was he with her, then he desyred 
with all his harte to knowe what she was / for his 
4 hart gaue hym that she shulde be come of some noble 
blode, and sayd to 1 hym self e that he desyred moche to 
know it, and that in all the world ther was no thynge 
he loued so well, & thought that without her loue 
8 he coude not longe endure / thynkynge to desyre her to 
take hym for her loner, and that yf she refuse hym 
that shorte shulde be his lyfe / but he 8 thought to be 
so bold as to speke to her. Thus Florence, taken with 

12 y e fyre of loue, toke the fayre damoysell by the lylly - 
whyght hande & caused her to sit downe by hym / 
then he drewe her a lytel aparte to the entent that 
none shulde here hym / 3 then he sayd, 'fayre damoy- 

16 sell, ye be welcome into these partyes / I pray you Florence asks of 
4 ahewe me what ye be, and of what lyngnage* / 'syr,' 
quod the damoysell, ' lytell shal you wynne when ye 
know the sartayne what I am / but synne it pleaseth 

20 you to knowe it 2 I shall shewe you / syr, know for she falsely teiis 

J * 1 * him she is a pool 

trouthe I am doughter to a pouer honest man of the man's daughter, 



with the duches Esclaramond of Burdeaux ; And, syr, 
24 by great treason I was stollen awaye / wherby syn 
I haue suffered moche pouertye, so that yf god & this 
noble 5 man, Peter of Aragon, had not rescued me I had 
bene loste for euer / & therfore, syr, synne I am pouer 
28 and desolate / I requyre you in the honoure of our 
lorde 6 that ye wyll not requyre me of any velany of my 
body and honeste nother in dede nor worde / and, syr, 
I byieue suerly no more ye thynke to do / for I had 
32 rather be hewen ai to peces then any creature shulde 
haue pleasure of my body without I were maryed ' / 
1 fayre damoysell,' quod he, * I swere by god that me 




1 Tnto. 



>. * omitted. 
6 Fol. dun. col. 2. 
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Florence promites created that of me nor of any other leuyne man ve shal 

to protect her * J o j 

from aii die- not be desyred agaynst your honoure / for I knowe no 

honoar. 

man leuynge that wolde requyre you of any dyshonour 
or saye any thynge that shulde not be agreable to yon, 4 
but I shall make hym to dye of an yll dethe / and I 
wyll that ye know 1 fro hensforth I wyll be your trew 
loner / and none shall make departure of vs two / and 
if his father were yf it were so that my father were dede I wold nener 8 

dead he would * 

marry her. haue other wyfe but you / c syr,' quod the damoysell, 2 
ciariet begs him 1 I pray you f orbere spekynge of any such wordes / for 

to dismiss such a . 

thought. it were not mete for the sone of a Kyng so to lowe* 

hymselfe as to set his loue vpon so pouer a mayd 12 
as I am / *ye set your harte 6 in to lowe a place 5 / for yf 
y e kynge your father parseyue any thinge tliaX ye shuld 
set your loue on* me, he wolde sone put me to dethe ' / 
therwith she caste downe her hede and sayd to her selfe / 16 
' O 7 very God, 7 yf this yong prynce knew suerly what I 
were, yt myght well be that he wolde haue me in 
she secretly maryage / as yet in all my lyfe I neuer set my loue 
Florence does not vpon any parson but this yonge man whome I neuer 20 
rank! saw before, 8 maketh me to thynke that 9 I neuer 

thought before / so 10 that it maketh my blode and all 
my membres to trymble / 1 am in worse case for his 
11 loue then he is for me' / therwith she began sore to 24 
wepe / when Florence sawe her he was ryght sorowf ull, 
Florence begs her & sayd, ' f ayre damoysell, I requyre you to take me 
her servant, and for your trewe and faythfull seruaunte / otherwyse 

confesses his love, j ^ ^ j ^^^12 l eue l on ge » j « Syr/ quod 28 

she, ' I am wel content to graunt you my loue / for M 
that your dede and thought be vpon goodnes and 
honour / for yf I may parseyue in any maner that your 
thoughte be otherwyse ye haue loste my loue for euer.' 32 

1 that. * Ladie. 8 debase. 4 beware how. 
*-* to loue. 6 vppon. 7 ~ 7 good Lord. 8 it 

• which. 10 omitted. u Fol. oliiii. back, col. 1 
u shall. " so. 
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' Fayre louer,' quod Florence, ' haue no doughte therof 
that euer I shall haue any thoughte of velany agaynste 
you.' Thus as ye haue harde was the fyrste aquaynt- 
4 aunce betwene these two louers, that is to saye, the 
fayre Claryet doughter to duke Huon of Burdeaux, 
& of Florence son to y e kyng of Aragon. 

% Howe the kynge defended 1 his sone Flor- 
8 ence that. he shuld not be so hardy 2 to 
fal aquaynted withe the fayre damoysel 3 
Claryet / and how Florence promysed the 
kyng, his father, to delyuer into his handes 
12 the kyng of Nauerne 4 presoner, in case 6 he 
wyl fl be content at his retourne that he 
may 7 haue the new found damoysel / the 
which thing the kyng promysed / but he 
16 dyd it not, for he made the damoysel to 
be taken, and had drowned her if Peter 
of Aragon had not bene, who rescued 8 
her. 9 Ca. C.lxii. 

Hen Florence had long deuysed with 
the damoysell / he toke 11 leue of her 
and of Peter of Aragon his cosyn, 
and then he retourned to the kynge 
his father, and the nexte day he wente The next day 
agayne to the damoyselles lodgynge / so ofte he ciariet a^ain, 
resorted thether that 12 brute ran in the palays and also that an said 
in y e towne how that Florence was amorous of the Jjjj^^? 
28 damoysell that Peter of Aragon had brought thether / 
13 y e mater at the last was shewed to kyng Garyn his 
father / wherwith he was so sorowf ull that he was all 

1 forbad. 8 as. 8 Ladie. 4 Nauarre. 6 that. 
• would. 7 might. 8 and sailed. 9 from the death. 
10 Fol. cliiii. back, col. 2. 11 his. 12 great. 13 and. 
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TTbekinRhii^ in a rage, and sayde to 1 hymselfe / 'a, good lord, this 
rumour, «nd new founde damoysell shall 2 wynne my sone yf she 

angrily swears to 

siajciarietifit can and get hym fro me; I knowe well by reason 
ta Sras of the great beautye that is in her my sone shall 2 be 4 

enamoryd of her, but by the lorde 3 I belene on 4 yf I se 
that my son other go or come to 5 her, as it is sayd he 
dothe, that aquayntauns shall be derely sold© 6 / for 
with myne owne 7 handes I shall sle her' / ryght sory 8 
& angery was kynge Guaryn with his son Florence and 
with the damoysell / 8 he sente for his sone / & when 
he was before hym, the kynge demaunded hym fersly 
Florence confesses for whense he came / 'syr/ quod Florence, 'I haue 12 

bis visits to 9 

ciariet to the bene a sportynge in my cosyn, Peter of Aragons house / 
and haue passed the tyme there with the newe come 
damoysel / the moste fayreste that euer was borne, 
and 9 the moste ientylest and best taught, ryghte fayre 16 
and swete ar her deuyses.' ' Florence/ quod the kynge, 

The king warns 'I charge the in as moche as thou fereste my dys- 

avoidhe? pleasure, that thou come no more at her, beware that 

thou fallest not 10 in amours with 10 her / yf thou do 20 
thou werte neuer so yll aquainted with any loue, nor 
there neuer came so yll aduenture to the damoysell 
yf she draw the to loue her / for yf I may knowe that 
thou goest thether any more I shall set her in suche 24 
a pryson wheras I shall cause her to ende her dayes 
myserably ' / 1 father,' quod Florence, ' me thynke ye do 
great wronge to let 11 vs to playe & 12 to deuyse 12 together 
in all goodnes & honour, god forbede 13 that I shuld 28 
entende any wayes to 14 haue her and 14 disceyue her; 

Florence pleads dere father, remember 15 ye haue bene yong, therfore 

that it is the part ■»* , . * , 

of youth to lore, suffer that youthe may pas the 10 tyme in goodnes and 

honoure with vs as it hathe done with you / now ye 32 

1 within. 2 wyll * god that 4 vppon. 
6 Yn to. • bought T Fol. civ. col. 1. 8 then. 
• and and in text. l °— 10 enamoured of. u forbid, 

sport u defend. omitted. ** that 

w their. 
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are a 1 .iiiL score yere or more ye ought to thinke of no e*»u did mm 

hftTe done when 

thynge but to serue god, and eat, & drinke, and slepe ; joung. 
it ought not to trouble you thoughe our youthe pas the 
4 tyme in good warkes / ye ought to be content that we 
loue by amours as ye haue done or 2 this / for to the 
damoysell I here all honoure, 3 1 wyll loue her how so He low curiet 

* honourably, 

euer y t be taken fayre or f owle / ther is no man leuynge 
8 shall let me as longe as lyfe is 4 in my body / she is 
fayre and ientyll / and it is sayd how 5 I am fayre, and 
•how 6 that it were a mete copyll of 7 vs twayne 8 to be 
ioyned together in maryage, 8 therfore, father, I praye jndbegehie 
12 you blame no more me nor the damoysel, for in all their anion, 
that I can 9 I am 10 hers 10 and she is myne.' 

U when the kynge 11 vnderstode his sone, in great The king it very 

angTj el hie 

yre and displeasure he sayd, 1 0 thou ungarcyous lad, 12 worde. 

16 lytell thou praysest or honourest me in that thou wylte 
do thus agaynst my wyll ; knowe for sartayne yf I may 
lyue 18 tyll tomorowe in y* mornynge I shall make a 
departure of your two loues * / when Florence hard his 

20 father, he sayde / 'my dere lord and father, and 14 god 

wyll ye shall not do as ye haue sayd / for yf ye do if aught heppen 
with myne owne handes I shall slee my selfe, for I Florence wiu eiaj 
wyll not lyue one day after* / when the kyng hard 

24 that he was 16 sorowfull for fere of lesyng of his sone / 
& studyed in 18 hymselfe what to do / then he sayde, 
'fayre sone, take thyne armure and go and seke The king lores 
aduentures as I haue done in my tyme, then I shall put hie ure in 

28 mary the to some wyfe, suche one as thou canste finde Mm^goabrofd 
in any countre, thoughe she be neuer so great or noble turaeT* 
I shall cause the to haue her / yf thou wylte leue 17 
& forsake this newe founde damoysel / for by her no 

32 welthe nor honoure can come to 18 the / it shulde be a 

1 about. 1 before. 3 and. 4 Fol. olv. col. 2. 

* that. omitted. 7 for. 8 two. 9 doe. 

lo-w her Louer. " had welL u Son. " but. 

* 4 it u right 10 within. 17 leue after forsake. 
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The king of 
Nararre threat- 
ens Arragon; 



Florence shall 
flght against him. 



fiat Florence will 
have no wife bat 
ClarieL 



The king of 
Arrngon warns 
Peter that if 
Florence con- 
tinue to visit 
Clarlet at his 
lodging, that she 
shall sorely die. 



A messenger 
brings news that 
the king of 
Navarre has 
ravaged Arragon, 



great yl 1 to 2 me 8 / that after my dayes it shuld be 
said that a new found damoysell shuld be lady & 
quene of my realme / thou knoweste well howe thyne 
vncle, the kynge of Nauerne, 4 maketh me great warre / 4 
for a debate that is lately fallen betwene hym and me / 
I know wel now at this moneth of Apryl he wyll come 
& inuade my realme / 5 therefore, fay re 7 sone, seke for 
some other wyfe and let thys foley pas ; then I shall 8 
make thee a knyght, and then helpe to ayde & defend 
my realme agaynst the kynge of Nauerne 4 thyne vncle / 
thou arte byg and stronge ynoughe to defend my 
londe.' 7 'Father,' quod Florence, 'speke no more to 2 12 
me, for I wyl neuer haue 8 other wyfe but this fayre 
damoysell, whome I loue enterely ' / ' sone,' quod the 
kynge / ' thou abaseste thy selfe ouer lowe, nor there is 
no frende nor kynne 9 that thou haste that wyll kepe 16 
any company with thee, but they wyll clene fle fro the ; 
therfore, fayre 7 sone, put away fro the this foly / 
beware in as moche as thou thynkest to haue my realme 
after my disceas, and on 10 the payne to be banysshed u 20 
take not her agaynst my wyll/ 

THen the kyng called to 2 hym his cosyn, Peter of 
Aragon, and charged hym that yf Florence his 
sone came any more to - his logynge that he shulde 24 
incontynent 12 she we it hym 12 / ' for I promyse 13 by the 
fay the that I owe to 2 our lorde 14 Iesu chryst, 14 yf he 
come thether any more I shal cause the damoysell that 
is in your howse to be slayne.' Florence was ryght 28 
sorowf ull when he hard the pleasure of the kynge his 
father ; thus as the kynge rebuked his sone there came 
in a knyght and kneled downe and sayd : ' syr, I haue 
brought you yl tydinges, for the kynge of Nauerne 4 32 



1 euill. 2 vnto. s thee. 
6 Fol. civ. back, col. 1. 7 good. 
10 vppon. 11 out of my Countrey. 

13 (quoth hee). 



4 Nauarre. 6 and. 
* no. • kindred. 
n-u tell him of it. 
god. 
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is entered into your realme, and settethe all your countre 
in flambe and fyre, and nere to your citye they be 
to the nombre mo then .xxx.M. men, besyde the great 
4batayle that cometh after, wherin ther is a 1 .lx.M. 
men / they exyle your countre, 2 they sle men, women «nd i» »i»ying 

with 80,000 men 

and chyldren; they spare nother yonge 3 nor olde, it is siithe 
4 nede that ye make haste & to brynge your men Arrag0M- ^ 
8 together to resyste your enemyes ' / when kyng Gauryn 
hard the messanger he was 6 sorowful ; then he called 
to* hym his cosyn, Peter of Aragon, who was his chefe 
constable, and sayde, 'syrs, make redy our men to 

12 resyste our enemyes ' / then he called to c hym Florence 

his sone, & sayd / 1 fayre sone, take thyne harnays 7 and I j£ r J™J* b ,, hi 
she we thy vertue agaynst thyne enemyes who wasteth ^ther to lemd the 
my realme. 2 Take on 8 the chefe charg and lede myne enemy; 

16 host / for I haue no pusaunce nor strenth to do it, for 9 
the great age that I am of ; I haue leued so longe that 
I can no more ryde / therfore defende thou the londe 
that thou 8halte holde after me, and then doest thou 

20 10 wysely ' 10 / ' father,' quod Florence, 11 ' not and god hot he will not go 

unless he is per- 

wyll I shall put my harnayes 11 on my backe to defende muted to many 
your lond without 12 ye wyll geue me in maryage 
y e fayre damoysei 13 in my cosyn, Peter of Aragons 

24 house / yf ye wyll do me that courtoysye and promyse 
. me to do it / I shall delyuer into your handes your 
enemye as presoner to do with hym your pleasure, 
otherwyse loke not that I shall do anythyng.' when 

28 the kynge saw that his sone wold none otherwyse do 14 / 

then he commaunded all his other men, euery man, to The king orders 

y \ his men to set out 

arrae him 15 & go and resyste his enemyes / the which under peter of 

Arrsgon. 

they dyd incontynent; 2 they issued out into the feldes 
32 mo then .x.M. men, & 16 Peter of Aragon had the ledynge 

1 about 2 and. 2 Fol. civ. back, col. 2. 1 great 
6 right • vnto. T armour. 8 vppon. 
2 because of. 10 — 10 as a wise man should doe. 
• w— M by the grace of god I will put no armour. 12 except 
u that is. u do after wold. 16 self. » Sir. 
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of them, and they were not out of the towne two leges 
They meet the but they encountered theyr enemyes / there were many 

army of Navarre, ' 

speres broken and many a knyght beten to the erth 
& slayne, 1 theyr bodyes lyenge without sowles amonge 4 
andaithooghthej the horse fete / ryght valyauntly 2 bare hymselfe that 

fight bravely ere ' J ° J * * 

forced to retire, day 2 Peter of Aragon. 8 But he [h]ad 4 not strenthe 5 
suffycyent, but 6 7 his enemyes encreasid, wherfore he 
was constrayned to recule 8 backe towardes y e city / 8 
howbeit or 9 he entered he dyd great 10 domage to 11 his 
enemyes / when the Nauernoys saw the Aragonoys 
The men & reculed 8 into the citye, then they pyght vp theyr tentes 
their tenuouteide and pauylyons aboute the towne / 1 when kynge Gauryn 12 

Tarragona* 

sawe his men retournyd, then he called his sone Flor- 
Fiorenee is ad- ence and sayde / ' sone, take thyne harnays 12 & go ayde 

vised egain to lead . 

the armj : and on and 18 defend' the londe, the which partayneth to the after 
un*i»u^u requeet my dysses 1 / ' syr/ quod Florence, ' that shall 14 I neuer 16 
king^leiy yleida do without fyrst ye prpmyse me to geue me the fayre 
to him. damoysel in maryage, by that couenant that I shall 

delyuer into youre handes as presoner myne vncle 
the kyng of Nauerne ' / when the kynge 15 hard hym he 20 
mused a lytell, and sayd / 16 1 sone, I graunt the thyne 
desyre so that thou wylte delyuer me thyne vncle the 
kyng of Nauerne to do with hym at my pleasure / 
therfore take thyne armure & make the redy, thyne 24 
armure is good and thy sworde is with the best, and yf 
thou canst do as thou sayste thou shalt haue y* fayre 
damoysell ' / howbeit he sayd to hymselfe preuely that 
he had rather 18 lese one of his handes / then a straunger 28 
The king intenda shuld be quene after hym, for as sone as my son 17 shall 

to drown Clariet . . _ , , , 

while Fiorenoe u be issued out of the citye I shall cause the damoysell 
^ ^ drowned in the see / for I wyll not suffer her to 
lyue though 1 shuld be disherited for it. Then Flor- 32 

1 and. *— * did Sir. 8 behaue himselfe that day. 
4 gad in text, 6 ynough. 8 for. 
T Fol. clL[lvi.J col. 1. 8 retire. 8 before. 
10 loose and. 11 vnto. 11 Armour. 13 to. 14 will. 
u his father. 18 My. w (quoth hee). 
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ence, herynge his father promysynge hym to haue the 
damoysell, he was ryght ioyfull. But he knew not the 
inward yll wyll of his father, then he sayd / 1 syr, then 
41 requyre you 1 sende for my louer hether / to the But for the pre- 

, _ , ' eent Clarlet ia 

entent that she may gyrde about me 2 my sworde, ■ummonedtogird 
wherby I shall be the more bolde & hardy when I i^L 10 ™^* 
come into the batayle* / y 6 kyng s dyd as his sone 
8 requyred, but the sone knewe not the fathers thought ; 
y* kynge sente two knyghtes for the damoysell / 
4 when she came there she was greatly regarded of all The beauty 
them that were there / for they had neuer sene a f ayrer, excite* general 

12 nor one that semed to be extraucte of a hye generacyon / th^ungm^th 
when Florence saw her in the palays his harte rose vp, Mdcuriet™ 00 * 
and 5 ran 6 and clypped 7 and kyssed her, and the embr * oe * 
damoysell 8 suffered hym with 9 good wyll / wherwith 

16 the kynge had at his hart suche sorow that he had 
nere 10 ronne vpon them, but he forbare it bycause 
he sawe his sone redy to go agaynst his enemyes / 
11 he then ayded 11 to arme his sone rychely, and in 

20 lykewyse so dyd the 12 damoysel / when kyng gauryn 
had made his sone redy the damoysell 13 gyrte 14 aboute 
hym 14 his sworde / then the kynge drewe it out of the TheWngknighta 
shethe and therwitA- made hym knyght / 4 then his hors awordthatciariet 

24 was brought to 16 hym / and he lepte lightly vpon hym / h * dgirdddoa# 
16 his spere in his hand and helme on 17 his hede, and 
shyld aboute his necke. Then Florence sayd to 15 the 
kyng his father / 'syr, I leue with you my louer 18 

28 whome I loue best in all this worlde. I leue her 
in your kepynge, for if our lord god geue me that 19 
grace that I maye retourne, I shall brynge to 15 you myne Florence promieee 
vncle, the kynge of Nauerne, as a presoner.' The Wi^NaTarre, 

32 kynge graunted to 15 his sone all that he wolde desyre / 

1 to. 1 about me after gword. 8 Fol. cli. [lvi.] col. 2. 
4 and. 6 he. 6 vnto her. T embraced. 8 Ladi 

• a. » hand. then he helped. " faire. 

u did. **-M after gworde. w vnto. M with. 
17 vppon. w Loue. 18 the. 
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but he shewed 1 not the inwarde intencyon that he was 
His fkther order* purposed to do. Then the kyng commaunded .x. of 
ciariet all honour hia knyghtes to se the gydynge of the damoysell and 
oatofSwdS. 1 * *° honoure her as moche as they myghte / tyll 2 his sone 4 
dinner.*™ *° were out of the cetye / and then to drowne her in the 

see, to the entente that neuermore tydynges shulde be 

harde of her. 

s f How florence wente to fyghte with his 8 
enemyes / and howe 4 Peter of Aragon re- 
tourned towardes the towne to brynge 
thether presoners, and how he rescued the 
6 damoysell Claryet fro drownyng, and how 12 
after 6 kynge gauryn made 7 the damoysell 
to be closed up in 8 prison, Ca. Clxiii 

, Hen Florence was armed and mounted 
lie toke vp his horse fresly before y* 16 
damoysell and blessed hym and toke 9 
leue of the kyng and of his louer 10 / 
and so departed and rode to the gate, 
and all that euer 11 saw hym sayd how they neuer sawe 20 
so goodly a knyghte, nor more semynge to be fered / 
Florence imtm then he issued out of the gate and yode 12 towardes the 
thmn M !o,o(» hmore tentes of his enemyes with .x.M. good knyghtes and 
kalghl *' hardy : the ladyes and damoysell es went to the walles 24 

of the citye to beholde the newe 13 knyghte / when the 
Fifteen thousand Nauernoys sawe hym comynge / ther cam agaynst hym 
toon set upon mo then .xv. M. men : & they came downe in a valey 

by couerte : to haue cut hym the waye betwene the 28 
hoste and the towne / but the valyaunt knyght, 4 Peter 
of Aragon, who was with Florence / spyed them / and 
so made haste to be afore them : and when he sawe 9 

i knewe. 8 vntill. 8 Fol. cli. [lvi] back, ooL 1. 

4 Sir. 6 faire. • afterward. T caused. 8 a. 
• his. 10 Loue. u omitted. u roade. 18 young. 
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tyme to set on 1 his enemyes. Florence, who was sore 
desyrous to fulfyll his promyse to the kynge his father, 
toke his spere and incouwteryd with a knyght with ^^ flghu 
4 suche vertue that he ran hym clene thrughe, and 
2 with drawynge out of his spere the Nauernous fell 
downe dede / then Florence sayd / 1 god hath geuen me 
a good begynnynge* / then he drewe 3 his sworde and 
8 strake another on 1 y e helme that he claue his hede to 
the tethe / and the thyrd & fourth he made doulour- 
ously to dye, 4 he neuer sessed tyll 5 he had slayne .x. He kills ten of 
of his enemyes / thus under y e medowes of Courtoys eenemy * 

12 was on 6 horyble batayle betwene y® Kauernois & Ara- 
gonoys / where there was on 1 both partyes suche slauter 
that it was 7 marueyle to behold it / anone Florence 
sworde was well knowen, for by the forse of his armes 

16 he brake the great presses, for on 1 whowie so euer his None whom he 

meets escapes hie 

stroke light he was other slayne or cast to the erth, sword, 
euery man fered hym so 8 that none dyrst abyde nor 
aproche 9 to 10 hym / the same tyme that Florence was 

20 in the batayle doyng of marueylys the fayre damoysell ciariet watches 
Claryet was on 1 the walles of the citye with other wails of the city, 
ladies and damoyselles / regardynge the hye prowes 
that Florence dyd in the felde, & the ioye that she 

24 had therof was sone retourned 11 vnto sorowe a[n]d 12 
wepynges / for kynge Gauryn who coude not for gette 
the mortall hate that he had to the damoysell. 13 he 18 
called to 10 hym .x. knyghtes of them that were secrete The king of 

28 with hym, and sayd, ' syrs, this new founde damoy- knlghTto1wmf n 
sell withe whome my sone Florence is in hote amours / 
she dysploasethe me so moche that I can not fynde in 
my harte to loke on 1 her. My sone thynkethe to haue 

32 her in maryage at his retourne / but as long as he 
leuethe he shall neuer se her more what soeuer fal 

1 vppon. 2 Fol. cli. [Ivi.] back, col. 2. 8 out. * and. 

6 vntill. 6 a. * great. 8 much. 9 neere. 
10 vnto. 11 turned. 12 ayd in text. omitted. 
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md bid. them therof / therfore go your wave and take and cast her 

cart her in the ' , 

M&. into the see amonge the greatest wawes that ye can 

fynde ' / when these knyghtes vnderstode the kyng, who 
The knighta, with commaunded them to do 1 this murder, they were ryght 4 

he»ry heart, rUit ' J J ° 

ciariet. sorowfull at theyr hertes / but they durste not saye naye, 

nor do agaynat his wyl, for yf they had they knew 
well 2 they shulde dye, for 8 they knewe well 8 there 
was nother marcy nor pytye in hym / therfore they 8 
durste make no semblant to the contrary / they fered 
so sore 4 to dysplese hym / then they wente and toke 
the damoysell wheras she was / 'syrs,' quod she, 

she demands c what wyll ye 6 "with me, wherfore 6 take ye 6 me, let 12 

their will. 

me go ; yf ye wyll 7 any thynge with me, shew me ' / 
They ten her the they sayd, ' damoysell, speke no more / for your ende 

must die, and 

hind her hande. is come, ye shall neuer se fayre day more : ' 8 when she 

saw that she was so taken with .z. men, who went 16 
thretenynge to sle her, she then cast out a great crye, 
& desired god 8 and our lady 8 to ayde and socoure her / 
then they bounde the damoyselles handes with a cord, 
in suche wyse 9 that her whyght tender skynne braste 10 20 
& they bounde her so sore that the blode droppyd out 
she begi them to at her nayles / 'syrs,' quod she, 'I crye you marcy / 
her, but they are ly tell shall ye wynne to sle me, ye shall do great synne, 

deaf to her * 

entreaty. syn 11 I haue not deserued it:' 'dame,' 12 quod they, 24 
' your wordes can not auayle you / the kynge wyll not 
that ye shall make anaunte to haue his sone in maryage / 
for ye shal be drowned in y* see whether ye wyll or 
not, your wepynge shall not ayde you* / then .iiii 28 

she it taken to rebaudes toke and bounde her, and drewe her by the 

the seaside by v 

four men. fayre 8 here of her hede, & led her towardes y* se syde 
to haue drowned her / but often tymes it is sayde that 11 
'~ god wyll haue sauyd can not be perysshed. This 14 same 32 

1 Fol. clvii. col 1. * that 8 and. • much. 

6 doe. fl -* doe you take. T haue. 8 — 8 omitted 

9 manner. 10 buret 11 seeing. u Madame. 
13 which. m The. 
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season Florence was in the batayle, wheras he fought 
with his enemyes, and 1 Peter of Aragon had take[n] 2 
many presoners, and he came to 3 Florence and sayde / 
4 4 a, syr, I requyre you let vs retourne to the citye / Meanwhile, Peter 
and be content 4 with that ye haue done this day : for riw££ °u> re?ur» 
yonder ye may se comynge all the hole hoste of the the^hav/done* 
Nauernoyse agaynste whome it is not possible for vs to JJJJ ^ntmy for 
8 endure / for they are mo then .lx. thousand men, and reTnforwmtents 
they all hateth vs to the dethe / ye haue done ynoughe, JE^ 1 * 
ye 5 ought to be content / yf they take you none can 
saue your lyfe ' / 4 cosyn/ quod Florence, * I pray you Florence be** for 

12 or 6 I departe, let me iuste ones with myne vncle the unciMhe^fng or 
kynge of Nauerne, whome I haue promysed to yelde as 
presoner to 8 the kyng my father / & therby I shad 
haue in maryage the fayre damoysel, my louer, 7 and 

16 for the loue of that fayre damoysell I shall make many 
a Nauernoys to lese theyr lyues.' 4 Syr,' quod Peter, 
4 syn ye desyre your owne dethe / so moche I am sory 
therof / but I wyl no longer tary here, for it is not Peter win not 

20 possyble for vs to tary here without we wyl be slayne toVea^his'prieon^ 
wylfully / & I haue here many presoners, I will go dty*™* 10 
lede them in to the citye and then I shall retourne 
agayne to 3 you / to the entente that yf other you or I 

24 be taken presoner by them we maye be redemed agayne.' 
Then Peter wente to the citye with all his presoners ; 5 
when he was come into the citye / he hard a great 
noyse abought the market place, wherof he had great 

28 maruayle, and wente thether / and then he sawe there He meet* curiet 

being dragged to 

.iiii. fowle glotons 8 drawynge the fayre damoysell the *» tide. 

Claryet towardes the see syde to drowne her / when 

he saw that he was neuer so sorowful in all his lyfe „ , A 

J He let* go hie 

32 before / and incontynente 9 let go his presoners and prisoner* atuck- 

' v ing those who hud 

drew out his sword and cryed to 8 thern that led the curiet; 

1 Sir. 2 takey in text. 8 vnto. 
* Fol. cvlii. col. 2. 6 and. 6 before. T Loua 
8 villaines. 9 did. 
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damoysell: 'a, ye 1 fowle horson 1 theuee, let that 
damoysel go whom I brought for beyond y* Be; ye 
hekiiiiauuM dyd neuer such foly in 2 your lyues/ and therwtt& he 
strak so 8 y* fyrst with his sword 4 that his hede flew 4 
6 fro the body, and the seconde he claue to the teth / 
and the .iii. and .iiii he slew / when the * damoysell 6 
saw the erle Peter, ryght petuously 7 she began to crye, 
curietbegthit and sayd / 'syr, I requyre you haue petye of me, & 8 
protection. heipe & a yj e me ^ y e h aue & one or 8 this tyme, other* 

lord nor mayster I haue none but you / syr, for god 
sake vnbynde me and put me out of this payne that I 
He cuu the cords am in ' I then Peter wente to the damoysell and cut 12 

about her. 

y* cordes a sonder, wherwith she was bounde : and for 
the sorow that she was in she fell downe in a swoune : 
then Peter toke her vp and sayde / ' fayre damoyselle, 
10 take comforte in you, 10 I shal ayde 11 to sane you;' 16' 
curiet weepe bit- the damoysel 12 wept petuously and sayde to herselfe / 

terly in feex. 

' a, Huon of Burdeaux, my dere father, the great painea 
and pouertes that ye were wonte to suffer ye haue left 
me, now enheryter to the same / alas, I knowe not 20 
where you nor my mother is, I byleue I shall neuer se 
you more ' / then Peter of Aragon toke the damoysell 
Peter ie»ds her by the hande and led her to his logynge in the towne / 

to his lodging, _ 0 . 

end visits the then he wente to the palaya, wneras he found kyng 24 

Guaryn, to 13 whom he sayd / l o, thou olde dotynge 
He asks him why f ole, wherf ore or for what cause wolde you haue alayne 

he would slay 

curiet, and bids the damoy sell, and she is none of yours / she is myne, 
on her, for she I wan her vpon the see and saued her lyfe, ye can 28 
u hA make no clayme to her.' Thus as Peter spake to the 

kynge there entered into the palais two knyghtes, and 
they sayde to the kynge / ' syr, before you is the erle 
Peter, your cosyn, who hathe delyuered and rescued y* 32 

i- 1 false. • all. • omitted. « in each sort, 
* Fol. clvii. back, col. 1. *-« fair© Ladie. T pitifully. 
8 before. 9 neither. 10 - 10 be of good oheere, for. 
u helpe. u faire Ladie. 13 vnto. 
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newe founde damoysell, & bathe slayne the .iiiL men 
that shulde haue drowned her in the see* / when kyng 
Guaryn saw the erle before hym / 1 sayd, 2 'how arte 2 
4 thou bo hardy 8 to 4 haue alayne 4 my men for doynge of 
my commaundemente * / then he 5 cryed to his men and 
sayd / ' syrs, I charge you take this velayne here who The king orders 

Peter to bo 

bath done me this offence, for I shall neuer haue ioye arrested and slain. 
8 at my harte tyll 6 I see hym hanged a hye on 7 yonder 8 
rocke ' / then 9 men stepte forthe to haue taken the erle 
Peter / & when he saw that they aproched nere to 10 
hym, he drewe his sworde and claue the hede of the Bat the knight 

drew* his sword, 

12 fyrst to the tethe, and he slew the seconde, thyrde, and slays au who 

would lay twn^ 

and fourthe / he bette downe 11 to the erthe / then the on him. 
other fled awaye so that there was none that durst 
aproche nere to 10 hym / for they were vnarmed and he 
16 clene 12 armed / then he cam to the kynge and sayde / 

*a u false olde dottarde, full of syn and outrage / how He bitterly w 

proaches the king, 

dare ye thynke to do such an outrage, ye are not 
worthy to bere a crowne ; your sone Florence ought to 
20 haue it / for a traytour ought to holde no realme ; full 
derely ye shall abye the yll wyll of the damoysell ' / 
and the more to make hym abasshed he made sem- and pretends as if 

J he would kUl him. 

blaunte to ryn vpon the kyng with his sworde / who 
24 for fere of hym ran into his chaumbre and shote fast The king rushes 

" from Peter to his 

the dore after hym / and the erle Peter stondynge chamber, and 

" ' shuts the door. 

without, sore thretened the kynge / then the kynge Peter threatens 

the old men from 

sayde, ' cosyn Peter, I crye you marcy, yf I haue done without, and the 
28 yll 14 / I am redy to make a mendes at your pleasure, I do n b^wu3, i8e, 10 
was sore dyspleasyd with my sone, and th erf ore I 
thought to be reuenged on 7 her that hathe caused all 
this / I shal make amend es / but by the grace of 15 our 
32 lorde Iesu chryst 16 my son shal neuer haue her in 

1 he. *— 2 why wert. 8 as. 4-4 slay. 
4 Fol. clyii back, col. 2. 6 vntill. 7 vppon. * a. 
• his. xo vnto. 11 more. 11 well. » thou. 
m eulU. god. 
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although he wiu inaryage to dye, therfore I wyll neuer consent that a 

not consent to 

ciariet'B union newe found damoysell should he herytes of suche a 
realme 1 as is 2 the realme of Aragon.' Then syr Peter 
answered and sayde / ' syr, beware, blame her no more, 4 
be contente with that ye haue done all redy / it may 
be that this 8 damoysell 4 is of as hye a lyngnage as is 5 
your sone, wherfore such tyme myght 6 come that ye 
shulde 6 derely be rewardyd / paraduenture, the damoy- 8 
sell was stollen away by some yll tyraunte / she hathe 
bene yll loged 7 with you, when ye wolde so crewelly 
haue slayne her ' / ' cosyn,' quod the kyng, ' the mater 

He pardons Peter is yl come to pas, for her sake ye haue slayne 8 of my 12 

the murder of hie . 

men. men / the whiche I pardon you / but as for the damoy- 

He wiu keep sell I wyll set her in pryson in a towre / out of the 
eM^unorence whiche she shall not departe, and I wyll shewe my sone 
as^soon aTnor-* that she is drowned in the see / and I wyll kepe her in 16 
heror married"*" pryson tyll my sone haue forgoten her, or elles haue 9 
uS^h^SS^ teken a nother wyfe / then I wyll delyuer her & sende 
country!'* 0 **er ^ n ^° 8ome other countre, where as she shall be 

better entreated ' 7 / when the erle Peter harde the 20 
Peter agrees to kynge saye so, he agreed to his sayenge, and thoughts 
the king s plan. aduyse to be good / & was content with that he 

had sauyd her lyfe / then the kyng opened his 8 chaum- 
bre dore & so came into the palays / then he sente for 24 
ciariet is im- the damoysell / and then she was set in pryson in a 
p^ned, but well ^ wrQ j ftn( j ^ kyng commaundid to a secrete saruaunt 

that he shuld se that the damoysel shuld lacke 10 no 
thynge for her leuynge, and charged hym on 11 payne of 28 
his lyfe to kepe the mater secrete / and he charged all 
Florence is to tho that knewe therof in any wyse to shewe Florence, 
her whe^eabouui. his sone, no thynge of her / then he closed vp the dore 

with stone to the entent that she shulde not issue out, 32 
& lefte no thynge open / but a lytell wyndow towardes 

1 Kingdome. 1 is after Aragon. 8 the. 
4 Fol. clviii. col. 1. 6 omitted, 6 may. T entertained. 
8 mauy. 9 hath. 10 wauU u ?pon. 
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the towne of courtoys, wherein her mete was put in 1 / 
other wyndowes there were openyng vpon the feldis, 
the whiche gaue great lyght into the house. Thus the 
4 fayre* Claryet was closed vp in to the towre / where as 
she had good 8 leyser to wepe and wayle. Now let vs 
leue spekynge of the damoysell and speke of Florence, 
who was in the batayle. 

8 % How Florence dyscomfyted his enemyes, & 
toke the kynge of Nauerne & led hym into 
the towne, & delyuered hym to the kyng 
his father / and how florence delyuered 
12 hym agane quyte bycause 4 his father 
shewed 5 hym that the 6 damoysel was 
drowned. Ca. C.lxiiii. 

E haue well harde here before how the 
erle, Peter of Aragon, departed fro 
Florence and retourned into the citye, 
for he coude not cause Florence to 
leue the batayle, wheras he dyd mar- Florence does 

marvels on the 

20 uayles for the loue of the fayre 2 Claryet, whome he batue-fieid. 
trusted to wed : he slew so many of his enemyes that 
the feldes were couered with the dede bodyes / when 
the kynge of Nauerne, his vncle, 7 [s]awe that, he was 8 

24 sorowfull to se his men so slayne / then he came 
agaynste Florence his nephue, and sayd / 'a, thou 
vnkynd nephue, cursed be thou, 9 I shall neuer haue The king of 

* —«,.,- Navarre chal- 

ioye at my harte as longe as I se the alyue / thou hast lenges him to 
28 done me this day great domage, I had rather dye an yll 
deth 10 with out I were 10 reuenged vpon 11 the / wherfore 
I requyre the to iuste with me / I chalewge thy londe, 
the whiche shall be myne / thou shalte neuer be lorde 

i omitted. 2 Ladie. 8 Fol. clviii. col. 2. * that 
6 vnto. 8 faire. 7 Fol. clviii. back, col. J. 8 right. 
• you. 10 - 10 then not to be. 11 of. 
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therof.' Florence answered and sayd, 'I shall not 
refuse the Iustes ' / then he put vp his sworde, & toke 
a great spere / and so ran agaynste the kynge his 
vncle / and y* kynge came agaynst hym / 1 they met 4 
together so rudely that the kynges spere brake all to 
Florence toon peces / but Florence spere was byge, wherwith he 

strikes the king to _ ' , 

wth, where he strake the kynge so rudely that he fell to the erthe 

Uee in e trance* . * . 

with his fete vpward, & he fell so rudely 2 that he laye 8 
in a traunce, 8 so that or he coude releue 8 Florence toke 
hym by y* ventayle of his helme, and sayd, ' Nauer- 
The youth teiu noyse, or I slepe I shall render 4 you presoner into the 
wiugiTehimM handes of a fayre damoysell, whomc I loue enterely / 5 12 
prfeonw to • ikir ^ ^ ^ e worlde there is none lyke her in beautye, 
yf ye refuse thus to do, with my sword I shall inconty- 
The king yieide, nent stryke of your hede fro the shulders ' / the kynge 

end ride* before I J~t> 

Florence into the sayd he was content to fulfyll his pleasure, & to yelde 16 
hymselfe prysoner / then Florence toke his sworde fro 
hym, and made hym to mounte on 6 his horse / and 
made hym to [r]yde 7 before hym toward es the towne, 
and delyuered hym to the kepynge of .x. knyghtes / 20 
and Florence rode after with his sworde in his hande al 
blody / y - crye and noyse began to be great among the 

The men of Nauernoys / they enforsyd them on all partyes to haue 

Nayarre do not % 

rise up in time to rescued theyr kyng, but they coud not come in tyme / 24 

reeoue their king. 

for by that 8 tyme Florence was within the gates of the 
citye, wheras he was well 9 receyued. 

1T when the Nauernoys saw how they loste theyr 
payne, 10 and how theyr kynge was entered into the 28 
citye they were 11 sorowf ull, and came before the barryers 
& skyrmys8hed, and wan but lytell, and so retourned 
with small profyghte and sorowf ull for the losse ls they 
had receyued that daye, for the feldes were couered 32 

1 and. 1 sodenly. 
*— » and before he could be recouered. 4 deliuer. • for. 
6 vppon. 7 dyde in text. 8 Fol. olviii back. col. 2. 
• right ioyfully. 10 labour. " right. " that 
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witA dede men / thus they retourned to tbeyr tentes The army of 

' * Navarre retires to 

and pauylyons, and the Aragonoys entered into the its tents, and the 

« . ! . . army of Arragon 

citye of courtoys with great loye / J when they were in enters the city. 

4 the citye, then Florence toke the kyng of Nauerne, his 
vncle, by the hande, and ledde hym to the palays, and 2 
alyghted & wente into the hall, wheras he f ounde kyng 
Guaryn his father, who had great ioye of his comynge / 

8 when he sawe his sone Florence bryngynge his enemye 
presoner / he enbrased his sone, and sayd, ' My ryght The king of 

Arragon warmly 

dere sone, I am ryght ioyous 8 of your comynge' / welcome* Fior- 
' father,' quod Florence, 'I haue done so moch by the the palace with . 

his prisoners* 

12 ayde of our lord Iesu chryst that I haue taken your 
enemye prysoner, whome I render into your handis to 
do with hym at your pleasure. Now I wyll ye kepe 
your promyse with me syn I haue quyt myne / nowe it 

16 is tyme that ye delyuer to 4 me the damoysell, whome Florence demands 
I shall make quene and lady after your dysces ' / when 
the kynge vnderstode his sone he was al in a rage, and 
sayd / 'fayre son, leue thy folly & take suche a wyfe His father bids 

a/v i . .m , . a - - . him have done 

20 acordyng to thyne estate, & thynke no more of that with such foiiy, 
new foundelyng, for knowe for trouthe I haue caused curiet is 
her to be caste in 5 y* see, wheras she is drowned / drowned# 
Thou arte a fole to thynke that I wyll 6 suffer after my 

24dyBses that a poore caytyfe, newe founde, shulde be 
lady and quene crowned of such a realme / beware in 
as moche as thou thynkest to dysplease me / that tho' 
be not so hardy 7 to speke or to 8 remembre eny mor 

28 the newe founde damoyseT / when Florence harde y 
kyng his father saye how the damoysell was drowned 
in the see, his blod mounted into his face / and Florence is orer- 

come at the 

his harte was so opressed and so heuy that he had no words. 
32 power to speke / & suche a marueylous colde swete 
toke hym that there was no vayne nor membre in 

1 and. 1 there. 8 ioyfull. * vnto. 
* to. 6 Fol. clix. col. 1. T as. 
8 omitted. 
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curses hie father. 



He will go to the 
place where she 
was drowned, 
and share her 
sepulture. 



He Invitee the 
king of Navarre 
and his prisoners 
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on hie father. 



HUON OF BURDEUX [Ca. clxiv. 

his body but trymbelyd for sorowe 1 and anger that was 
in hym / so that he had no power to sustayne hymselfe, 
but fell downe to y* erthe in a great traunce / 2 so 2 
that euery man there wente 8 he had bene dede, and 4 
euery man complayned for hym / 4 specyally y e kynge 
his father was 5 sorowfull, and wold as then that he had 
neuer begonne that mater / when Florence cam agayne 
to hymselfe, he sayd / ' 0 6 very god, 6 the erthe ought 8 
to be cursed whew it sustayneth such a 7 kyng 8 tray- 
toure 8 that hathe done suche a case 9 / great pareyle it 
is to be conuersaunt witft hym ' / then Florence loked 
vpon the knyghtes aboute hym, and sayde / 'syrs, 12 
I requyre you for all the loue that 8 ye ought of reason 
to bere me / bryng me to y e sam place where as she 
whome I loue parfectely was perysshed and drowned / 
for other sepulture I desyre none / but the same that 1 6 
she hathe : for the loue of her it shall please me well 
to be vnder couerte vnder the wawes of the se where as 
my louer 10 is, to the entente that of me there be harde 
neuer more remembraunce ' / Then he behelde the kynge 20 
of Kauerne his vncle, whom he had taken presoner, & 
sayd, ' syr kynge of Nauerne, thou arte 11 my presoner / 
but yf thou wylte ayde me to be reuenged of this 
treason that my father hathe done, I shall 18 let the 24 
go agayne franke 13 and quyte' / 'fayre nephue/ quod 
he, 'leue that foly and speke no more therof / for 
it touchethe moche your honoure / and ye shall be 
blamed of all them that here spekynge therof. 1 ' Syr/ 28 
quod Florence / ' what is that ye saye, ye know wel ye 
are my presoner, and that it lyethe in me whether 
ye shall lyue or dye.' 'Fayre nephue,' quod the 
kynge, ' I wyll well agree to your wordes / but yf ye 32 



1 Borow after anger. 8—1 in such sort. 
* and. 6 right. good Lord. 



1 omitted. 



9 deede. 
" then. 



10 Loue. 
» free. 



8 thought 
T trayteroua. 
11 Fol. clix. ool. 2. 



Digitized by 



Ca. clxiv.] HOW THE KING OP NAVARRE IS SET FREE. 



647 



wyll beleue me / byleue the kynge youre father, & leue The king, his 

, - _ •» -rtt uncle, counsel* 

to do after your owne wyll / 1 what, quod Florence, him to obey hi* 

' ye know wel that in me it lyethe to stryke of your <kUle^ ' , wflL 

4 hede without ye wyll agre vnto my wyl and pleasure, 

the whiche thynge I wyll do without 1 incontynente ye Florence threat- 
ens his life : 

swere the dethe of kyng Guaryn my father / and that unless he swears 
neuer to take peas with hym tyll 2 ye haue brought hym £ng ofAr^n 
8 to the dethe / on 8 this condycyon I shall set you mu^dJe!" 4 "* 
in sauegarde / for the traytoure hathe dysceued me of 
the thynge that I loue best in this world.' Then y - 
kynge of Nauerne sayd / 4 fayre 4 nephue, ye ar as yet 
12 yonge, I can not tell whether youre wordis and promyses The royal prisoner 

\ i , * i * i i , » . fi««thst Florence 

are stable and f erme or not / for the youth that I se in wiu deceive him. 
you and also for the great dyspleasure that ye be in 6 as 6 
no we / 6 therfore, fayre nephue, I haue great fere that 
16 ye shulde begyle me.' 'Syr/ quod Florence, 'god 
forbede that I shulde be so dysceyuable of my promyse 
to promyse you any thyng and fulfyll it not, what so 
euer shulde fall therof.' At this tyme there were but There were tew 

people about the 

20 fewe parsons in the palays with the kynge / for all the palace, 
lordes and knyghtes were gone in to the towne to theyr 
logynges to refresshe 6 & to rest 5 them of theyr trauayle 
& 7 werynes / therfore the kynge was in his palays with 

24 a small company / y* which Florence had well espyed / 
6 there 8 were a 8 sartayne of Florence knyghtes aboute 
hym, to 9 whom he sayd, all wepyng / 'syrs, inconty- Florence orders 
nent go and get me my horse, and also the kynge and the king or 

28 of Nauerne his hors redy at the gate ' / the which was NaTarr- * 
done ; when they were come then Florence sayde to* 
the kynge of Nauerne his vncle / 10 c if ther be eny 
corage in you to be saue and out of damage 11 take this He gives s sword 

32 sword in your hande, and let vs leue this vnhappy Snd N^him*' 
kynge to vse his dayes in sorowe / and come on and 



1 except * vntill. 5 vpon. 4 Deere. 
*-* omitted. 6 aud. 7 Fol. clix. back, col. 1. 
8-« waa. 9 vnto. 10 good vncle. 11 seruage. 
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Outside the town, 
Florence again 
exacts a promise 
from the king of 
Navarre to slay 
his 



Then the king 
joins his army, 



and summons all 
the men of bis 
realm to attack 
the king of 
Arragon. 



folowe me' / 'fayre nephue/ quod the kynge of 
Nauerne / 1 1 haue great fere that ye wyll begyle me ' / 
' syr,' quod Florence, 1 thynke it not, but come on 1 after 
me & ye shall se what I wyll do ' / then Florence 4 
departed and the kynge of nauerne with hym; they 
lepte on 2 theyr horses / when they were on* theyr 
good horses ther was no man at that tyme in the towne 
abrode to let Florence of his enterpryse / but thus they 8 
passed bothe tyll 8 they were without the towne / then 
Florence sayd to the kynge his vncle / 1 syr, nowe ye 
knowe well that I haue broughte you out of this 
towne, and therfore I requyre you agayn that ye neuer 12 
take peas with the kyng my father, tyll 8 ye haue 
slayne him' / ' fayre nephue/ quod the kyng, 'that 4 ye 
requyre me to do I shall fulfyll it, and thus I recom- 
mende you to god : ' when the kyng saw hym selfe 16 
so well delyuered he was ioyfull / & so rode tyll s he 
came to his hoste, wheras his men receiued hym with 
great ioy, & they demaunded how he was scaped out of 
the handes of Florence / then the kyng shewed all the 20 
maner howe Florence deliuered hym, wherof they had 
great maruayle, and had great ioy of his comyng; 6 and 
to acomplysse his promyse to Florence his nephue / he 
sente to all his real me of Nauerne, to all his frendes 24 
and alyes 6 to come and ayde hym. Now we shall leue 
spekyng of the kyng of Nauerne, and speke of Florence 
his nephue. 



% How kyng Guaryn put Floren[ce] his sone 28 
in 7 a towre in preson / and howe the da- 
moysel scapyd out of the towre and spake 
with Florence, her louer, at an arche vpon 
the gardayne syd, and how they were 32 

1 omitted. 3 vppon. 8 vntill. * which. 
6 Fol. olix, back, col. 2. 6 other. * to. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Ca. clxv.] of Florence's strife with his father. 



649 




spyed / and how she thought to haue 
drowned herselfe. Ca. clxv. 

Hen Florence had delyuered the kyng 
of Nauerne his vncle, whom he had 
taken before in the batayle / then he 
returned agayne into y e citye and so 
rode tyll he came to the palayes, wheras 
8 he fonnde the kynge his father, *and sayde, as a man Florence returns 

to hla father and 

almoste out of his mynde 2 / ' O, thou false tray tour, reproaches him. 
thou hast done so moch thrughe thyne ylues, that I 
had rather desyre the 8 dethe then the 3 lefe* / Then he 
12 sayd to the knyghtes that were there presente / 'syrs, 

I praye you brynge me to the see and caste me therin He orders his m«»i 

. , , , , a to cast him in the 

in the same place, wheras my louer* was cast, for I tea, in the same 

place where 

wyll not lyue one owre longer / yf ye do not this I ciariet was 
16 shall sle myself e withe myne owne handes' / when 
kynge Guaryn harde his sone saye so, he was ryght 
sorowfull / and spake fersly to 6 his sone, & com- 
maunded to take hym and to sette hym in pryson in the Florence is 

«/\ . i ii i » ordered to prison 

20 towre, in suche wyse that he may be sure of hym / and by the king, 
sayd, 'well I oughte to be angery in my harte when this 
boy, myne owne sone, thus delethe withe me : but by 
the faythe that I owe 6 to my 6 lorde, 7 saynt lames 7 / 

24 the dyspleasure that he hathe done to 6 me he shall 
derely abye it / for as longe as he leueth he shall haue 
no fote of my londe 1 / * syr/ quod Florence, ' by you 
nor by your londe, nor by any thynge that ye can do, 

28 I set not therby a boton, for I had rather dye then • 
lyue.' There was no man presente but that wepte 
petuously 8 for petye / *when Florence sawe them 
wepe, he said to 6 them / 4 syrs, com to 5 me, tak of my 

32 harnays 10 & put me into the handes of the kynge my 

* Fol. clx. col. 1. 1 wits. 8 thy. * Loue. 
* Tnto. vnto our. 7-7 god 8 greuously. 

9 and. 10 armour. 
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father, for I wyll not that any of you shuld haue any 
displeasure for my sake / lette me bere the blame my 
selfe syn 1 1 haue lost the thynge that I loue best* / 
His armour is then the knyghtes came to 2 Florence and vnarmed hym 4 

removed, and his 

father takes him and delyuered hym to y* kyng his father / then the 
roughly by the j^gg hym by the hand and led hym forth rudely, 
and sayd howe he wolde set hym in suche a place out 
of the which he shuld not com of a longe space. The 8 
erle Peter of Ara 3 gon had great sorow, but he durst 
He leads his son speke no word / the kynge hymself e led hym to the 

to the great 

tower. great towre, and there lefte hym sore wepynge and 

makynge great sorow for his louer 4 that 5 he had lost / 12 
he made such sorowe that petye it was to here / & 
when the nyghte came and that he remembered the 

Florence oom- damoysell his sorowes began to renewe. And as wel 

plains of his hard 

fortune, and as he made sorow for his louer 4 / y* 6 damoysel Claryet, 16 

Clarlet overhears . 

him, for she was who was in the same towre muryed 7 vp in pryson, she 
same^wer. harde the complayntes that Florence made / and so 
long she herkenid that at the last she thought 8 she 
knew y* voyce, and sayd / 1 0, 9 very god, 9 what may 20 
this be, who is this that I here thus complayne ; me 
thynke I haue hard or 10 this tyme 11 that voice, 11 12 me 
thynke it shuld be he that loued me so wel : I wyll 
not leue serchiwg tyll 13 I maye knowe the trouthe.' 24 
Then y e noble 14 damoysel came to the dore that was 
newly muryd 7 vp / wherby the morter was not fully 
she *cr*pes away dry e, and she scraped with her fyngers and with a 
wan with her lytell knyfe that she had, so that at 15 laste she scraped 28 
kni^and enters 6 out a stone. Then she assayed to pull out mo / so 
round ft ahoutthe ia moche she dyd with her fyngers and 15 knyfe that she 
fcwef. made a great hole in the newe wall / so that she creped 

out and went in to the gardayne, the which isyued to 32 



1 seeing. * vnto. 8 Fol. clx. col. 2. * Loue, 

6 whom. 6 faire. 7 immured. 8 that, 
9 ffood Lord. 10 before. n ~ u before this tvme. 
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the towre / and then she felte by her a rosyer, vnder 
the which she sate her downe / the mone shone bryght, 
wherby the gardayne was as lyght as thoughe it had 
4 bene clere daye. Then she toke a fayre iose in her she take* a row 

in her hand, and 

nande, the which smelled swetely, & sayd / 1 • O, very declare* that she 

_ _ . will And her lorer, 

God, 1 1 wolde 2 it were your 3 pleasure that my loner whose voice she 

were here by 4 me, I thynke he be not far 6 hence / I 

8 wysshe with hym this swete rose, so that he knewe 2 it 

came fro me / I wyll not leue serchynge tyll 6 I naue 

found hym / yf I can not 7 fynde hym in doloure & 

mysery I must ende my dayes 9 / the same tyme that the 

12 damoysell complayned thus in the gardayne, Florence 

who was in the towre / and harde the 8 damoysell in 

the gardayne, he knew her well by the voyce, and sayd, Florence recog- 
nises her. 

'0, very 9 god, what is it that I here, yonder in the 
1 6 gardayne : ' dere louer,' quod the damoysell, 10 ' it is she 
whome ye do loue so well / I am issued out of the 
towre, wher in I haue bene in great mysery / 11 1 can 
not tell what wyll fall therof / comforte me or elles I 
20 shall dye here in great sorowe : ' when Florence harde 
the voyce of his louer 12 / he had suche ioye at his harte 
that he forgate all his dolour / when he saw that she 
was not dede / then he sayd to 13 her : ' a, my ryght 
24 swete louer 12 whether wyll ye go / for yf the kynge, my He fears that his 

father will slay 

father, know that ye be scaped out of the towre incon- her when he finds 
tynent, he wyll sle you, he wyl haue no petye of you, es^p^d. 11 " 
and I can not ayde 14 you. 18 Fayre louer, 15 I praye 
28 you gather me some flowers, and caste them in at this He begs her to 

J ° gather flowers for 

wyndowe / I shall pas my dolours the better when I him. 
haue in my handes any thynge that comethe out of 
yours ' / then the damoysell gathered roses and Flowers, 
32 & dyd cast them into her louer : wher of Florence had 

i- 1 Ah, good Lord. 2 that 3 thy. « with. 
* from. 6 vntill. 7 Fol. clx. back, col. 1. 8 faire. 
9 good. 10 faire Ladie. u and. 12 Loue. 
13 vnto. 14 succour. w — 16 Sweet loue. 
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great ioye / when he had receyued them fro her, and 
kyst them often tymes : then he came to the wyndowe 
thynkynge to haue taken his loner 1 by the hande, but 
Th«w^iof ma he coude not, 2 for 2 the wall was to thycke, wherof they 4 

prison Is too thick 

to silo* him to were bothe sory / the same tyme whyles they were 

take Ciariet by 

thshsnd. thus deuysynge together, the wache men came abought, 
whome the kyng had sent thether to spye and knowe 
if Peter of Aragon dyd sende to 8 those prisoners any 8 
comforte or ayde / 4 when he came thether he 6 harkened 

One of the w*t«h- and harde the voyces of thos 6 two persons, and harde 

men discovers 

them uiidng to well theyT wordes, and wepte for 7 petye of them : then 

each other, and n-ioi o i * i t n 

warns them to swetely the wache man called to 8 them, & sayd, 'hold 12 
your peas, for yf ye be spyed ye can not scape the 
dethe ; I haue great petye of you both : I pray to 8 god 
preserue you, for I canne not 2 ayde nor 2 comforte 
you ' / Then they held theyr peas and so wente a 16 
Bonder to the entent 9 they shuld not be harde nor 

More watchmen sene / then 10 thether came two other wache men, sente 

follow and find 

the hole in the thether by y e kyng to se yf any body came to the towre 

wall, through 

which ciariet to ayde or comfort the two presoners / when they were 20 

made her way, 

come nere to y° towre they saw the newe made wall 
and declare that broken / then they sayde eche to other, suerly the 
6 * W * J * damoysell is fled and hathe broken 11 pry son / then 

they cryed out and made a 12 scrye, 12 and said the 24 
damoysel is fled out of the towre / when the damoysell, 
beyng in the gardayne, harde the noyse that the spyes 
made she was in great fere and doubte, the which was 
no maruayle, then incontynent as preuely as she coude 28 
in despair ciariet she wente fro the towre and wente to the ende of the 

leaves the garden 

of the tower and gardayne / wheras there was a hye rocke, & vnder the 

^s^*twnking rocke a great water and depe, she clame 18 vp 2 vpon the 

rocke and sayde : ' A, Florence, my dere louer, this day 32 

shall be the departynge of vs two / it must behoue me 

1 Loue. 8-2 omitted. 8 vnto. 4 and. 8 they. 

fl Fol. clx. back, col. 2. 7 meere. 8 to after god. 

9 tliat. 10 ther came. 11 out of. great crye, 

13 did clime. 



to drown herself. 
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to dye for your sake ' / she saw in the gardaine a great she mm men 

* • ' ° with torches seek* 

nombre of torches lyght and men sekynge all abought inguruum, 
for her, wherof she was af rayed and not without a 
4 cause / for she knew wel 1 yf she were taken she were 
lost for ener / ryght swetely she called on 2 our lord god »nd pr»y» to the 

' ;o ^ ° Virgin for aid. 

and on the 8 vyrgyn Mary 8 for ayde and comforte, & 
sayd: 'alas, yf I be taken I can not scape fro the 
8 marterdome of dethe, but synne it is thus that we must 
nedifl depart for euer, I had rather be drowned then bo 
ta 4 ken;' therwith she made the syngne of y* crosse, 
recommendynge herself e to oure lorde 6 Iesu chryst, 6 
12 and therwith tombeled downe the rocke to haue fallen she throws hemif 

from the rock, 

down into the water / but as she fell she fell 6 in a but <uu upon 
great busshe by the waye / wherby she was prycked in toeeted, her 
dyuers places on her face and handis so that the blode ewoon? **** 
16 Mowed, wherby she felte such payne that she swouned / 
then the noyse ran thrughe 7 the paleys how 1 the 
damoysell was scapyd out of the towre / so 8 that the 
kynge was aduertised therof, 9 wherof he 9 was sorowful, The king leame 

news of her 

20 & made promyse that erle Peter of Aragon shulde lese e*e«pe, and blames 

Sir Peter. 

all his londes & goodes, as he thoughte that by his 
meanes she 10 scaped the pry son. 

% How the fyrst wacheman found out the 
24 damoysel, and led her into a great wode 
therby / and after 11 the same wacheman 
delyuered out of pryson Florence, 1 * and 
shewed hym the place wher the damoysel 
28 was, and howe florence and claryet entered 
into the see / & how the kyng went after 
his sone, & the wachemaa taken. Ca. clxvi. 

1 that 8 rppon. ^ holy Ghost 
« Fol. dxi. coL 1. god. • lighted. » out 

* in such sort who. 10 was. u af tewarxL 

11 Florence after deliuered. 
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f^^Hus as the brute was in y* palays for 1 
0jT scapynge of the damoysell / the fyrst 
wache man that fyrst had spyed y* .ii. 
louers together / he 2 went all aboughte 4 
Ntf in the gardayne to seke 3 yf he coude 
fynde the damoysell : he sought so moche that he 
founde the damoysell, where as she laye in the busshe 
in great parayle to be drowned / this wacheman 4 was a 8 
wyse man, and as preuely as he coude he issued out of 
the gardayne and went downe to the water syde, and 
there he founde a lytell bote & entered into it / and so 
passed the vyne gardayne as preuely as he coude, so 12 
that none harde nor sawe hym : and when he was 
agaynst the busshe wheras the damoysell was / then 2 
he spoke to her sof tely, and sayd, 5 ' damoysell, be not 
abasshed, for yf I may in any maner of wyse, I shall 0 16 
He promises to ayde you / come downe and enter into this bote, and I 

take her to » 

fomt, and there shall set you in the foreste, and tary there tyll 7 I 
bring Florence to ^^gQ ^ y 0U Florence, your louer / the whiche I shall 

, do by the grace of Iesu, for yf I can by any maner of 20 
menes / I shall brynge hym out of 1 daunger that he is 
in / bycause I haue alwayes loued hym, and for the 
goodnes that he hathe done to me I shall nowe rewarde 
it ' / when the damoysell harde the wacheman / for 24 
ioye therof she forgate all her sorowe, and incontynente 
as well as she myght she issued out of the busshe and 
she enters the went downe the ryuer syde. Then she entered into 
watchman has the bote, & the wacheman set her ouer & lei te her in y* 28 
disembark i at the forest, y* which ioyned to the water syde / then he 
waterside! 116 toke his leue of her, and sayd / 6 1 damoysell, tary here 
tyll 7 I retourne agayne to you.' Trend,' quod the 
damoysell, ' I praye to 8 our lord 8 ye may so spede as 32 
to brynge hether my louer, and to set hym out of 
daunger ; ' and so he departed and entered agayne into 

1 the. * omitted. 3 see. 4 Fol. clxi. col. 2. 
6 Faire. 4 will. 7 vntill. *-* god that. 
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the gardayne, harkenyng towardes the palays, where as 
there was great brute made for the scapynge of the 
damoysell ; but there was no dought made of Florence, 

4 by cause the tower that he was in was 1 so 1 stronge and 
thycke. Also the chambre that he was in was not 
towarde the palays, but it laye open agaynst the gar- 
2 den ; then the sayd wacheman came to y e wall syde, 

8 where as there was a stray te lope 8 into Florence chaum- 
bre, and he had two gotes fete in his hawdes / then he 
callyd Florence, and sayd / ' syr, yf ye wyll be with 
your louer 4 who taryeth for you in the forest, wheras I 
12 haue lefte her in sa[ue] garde / helpe yourself e that ye 

were out of this towre / take here this gotes fote and Th« umi 

watchman ihowi 

do you so moche there within to enlarge the lope that Fiorenc* how he 

may ••cap*. 

ye myghte 5 issue out / and here without I shall make 
16 the hole wyder* / when Florence vnderstode y* wache- 
man he was neuer so ioyful in al ,his lyfe / when he 
hard the man say that his louer 4 was in sauegarde / 
then they laborid so sore that they made the lope so 
20 large that Florence issued out / 6 then the wacheman Florence Imom 

' forth from th« 

brought Florence to the stable, wheras some of the tower: he ia 

, , . . , - , „ brought by the 

kynges horses stode / specyally there was one 7 there 7 watchman to the 
coude 8 be founde *no suche 1 / this wacheman, who had ki,,ff,itaW * , » 
24 great affecyon and desyre to do seruyse to this yonge 
lorde, dyd so moche that he brought to 9 Florence his 
harnais, 10 his shylde and his helme, and his sworde and 
a good spere / and so Florence armyd hym and lepte u armed and 

mounted on the 

vpon the good horse / then the wacheman shewed hym beet hone, 
the place in the forest, wheras he had left the damoy- 
sell / and then he toke his leue of Florence, who 
sayde, ' f rynde, the seruyce that ye haue done me shall 
32 be well rewarded in tyme to come: 9 then he rode lie reaches the 

forest, and finds 

forth and lefte not tyll 11 he came there, 13 as his louer 4 curia*. 

»-* omitted. 1 Fol. olxi. back, col. 1. 8 hole. 
4 Loue. 6 may. • and. 7 - T whose lyke. 8 not 
9 vnto. 10 armour. u vntilL 11 whpw 
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was; 1 when he saw her his ioye was renewed, then he 
alyghted and kyssed his louer, 2 & when he sawe that 
she was so blody he had great petye of her, and sayd / 
'dere louer, 2 it is nedefull that we departe or 8 the 4 
daye como / therfore make you redy and lepe vp 
she moanu the behynle me' / Hhen Florence mounHed and she lepte 

horM beside her ' r 

lover, and they up behynde hym and so departed as sone as they 
myghfc / when they were in the feldes the damoyseU 8 
lokyd hacke to 5 the citye ft ward 6 / and she saw 7 great 
m in nomber of men issued 8 out / then she said to 9 Florence / 
1 syr, I se wel 10 we he loste, for I se moche people issued 8 
out of the citye, it is not possyhle for us to he sauid, 12 
but that we shall be taken, and specially I can not 
scape ; I se well that nowe our loue shall depart / your 
father is fell and crewell, I knowe well 10 he wyll ale 
me : 9 then the wacheman came rynnynge after Florence 16 
for fere that he had of the kynge / but he coude not 
ouertake Florence / who fled with his louer 2 behynde 
Thty coast along hym as fast as he myghte costynge 11 the see syde / for 

the seaside of the 

foreet, Florence knew well the preuy wayes, for 12 he had often 20 

tymes vsed the wayes when he was wonte to go a 
and come to a hawkynge or huntynge, so long he rode that he came 

little port, where 

a ehip it ready to to a lytel porte, where ther was a shyppe redy to 

depart / then Florence alyghted and his louer 2 with 24 
hym, & tyed his hors to a tree, 1 then he toke the 
damoysell by y e hand and came to the mayster of y* 

The matter takes shyp and agreed so with hym that he and his louer 2 

them on board. 

entered iuto the shyppe / then they hoysed vp theyr 28 
The watchman sayles and so went 13 fro the lond / the wacheman came 

arrives on the 

■hore when they to the see syde trustynge to haue founde Florence 

have left, and 

Borrows much, there / 1 he was ryght sorowfull when he saw them so 
of hu life. far in 14 y e see : he was in great fere of 15 his lyfe. Then 32 

1 and. 8 Loue. s before. 4 FoL clxi. back, ooL 2. 
6 towardes. 8 omitted. 7 a. 8 issuing. 
8 vnto. 10 that. 11 toward. u because, 
18 sayled. 14 on. 18 loosing. 
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kynge Guaryn came thether with a great nomber, and 

when he sawe the shyp so farre in the see, he sayde / The king of 

Arragon eeee Die 

4 a, good lorde, now haue I loste my sone / for I knowe »hi P , and ie*n.> 

. . iii 11 .., that hie eon with 

4 well he is gone in yonder shyp and the damoysell with ciariet u on 
hym / by the faythe that I owe to 1 our lorde Iesu 
Chryste the 2 wacheman shall lese his hede' / then the Heordenthe 

watchman to loee 

wache 8 man was taken and fast bounde, so that the niehead. 
8 blode came out at his fyngers endes, and sayd all 
wepynge, 'a, 4 very god, 4 in an yll oure I was oc- 
quaynted with Florence and his louer*: also for the 
goodnes that I haue done I shall haue a small rewarde, 
12 this day I am lyke to lese my lyfe for loue of mj lorde.' 

% Of the great debate that was in the palays 
for the wachemans sake, whomme the kynge 
wolde haue had to be hanged / and how 
16 the kyng of Nauerne took the citye of 
courtoyse / and how he departed* thence. 

Ca. C.lxvii. 

Hen the erle, Peter of Aragon, sawe the 
wache man taken by whome Florence 
and his louer 5 wer saued / he was sir Peter pitiea 

the watchman. 

sory to se the man so sore be 7 ten and 
entreated 8 / then he wente in hast to 
24 the kynge, and sayd / 'syr, ye shewe well by your Hepieadefr him 

with the kinga 

workys that ye haue but small reason to suffer thus 
this poore man to be beten, and that ye wolde put hym 
to deth / for the goodnes that he hath done to your 
28 soue therin 9 he hath done but as he shulde do, and 
lyke a trewe seruaunte; ye ought the better to loue 
hym, ye shall do yll to put hym to deth / I wyl 10 ye 
knowe 10 yf ye put hym to dethe I wyll neuer 11 serue 

i vnto. * this. 8 Fol. clxii. col. 1. 4 4 good Lord. 
4 Loue. 6 from. 7 Fol. clxii. col. 2. 8 threatened. 
9 therein after done. 10 that 11 not. 

U U 2 
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If he is slain, 81r 
Pet«r will Join 
the king of 
Nararre. 



The king of 
▲rragon U 
obdaraU. 



Die watchman's 
kindred knaal 
before the king, 
and implore him 
to hare mercy. 



8 r Peter declares 
the man shall not 
die nnleat by 
Judgment ot the 
lords and council. 

The watchman is 
sent to prUon, 
and the king goes 
to his palace, 
followed by Sir 
Peter and the 
knights, who 
loved him. 



The king orders a 
scaffold to be 
erected. 



Sir Peter orders 
the watchman's 
friends to go to a 
tower and arm 
themselves with 
the armour they 
shall find there. 



yon one daye lenger; But I wyll rather go to the 
kynge of Nauerne, and 1 to mayntayne his warre 
agaynste you 1 / when the kyng hard hym so to threte 
hym, he sware by god he shulde repeat it, and how 4 
there shuld no man saue the wachemans lyfe : then the 
poore man enbrased the kynges leg & cryed for marcy / 
but the kynge sware and made promyse howe he shuld 
be hanged without marcy / when the erle Peter harde 8 
that he was* sorowfull / the poore man wepte & 
behelde the people that were there assembeled / and 
desyred them to praye for his sowle / sayenge howe he 
shuld dye for sauynge of his lorde / there were many 12 
of y* pore mans kyn, 8 they knelyd all downe before the 
kynge desyrynge hym to pardon hym / the kyng 
answered that he wold not / when the erle Peter harde 
that he sayd to the kyng, 1 syr, suorly he shall not dye 16 
without it be by iugemente as your lordes and conn- 
say le shal ordayne : ' when the kynge hard that he was - 
sore dysplesyd, and so entered in to the citye and set 
the wacheman in pryson / then he wente to his palays, 20 
and Peter folowed hym, & acorn panyed with many 
other knyghtes such as loued hym, and in lyke wyse so 
dyd the poore mannes kyn 3 / when the kyng was in his 
palays he commaunded 4 a scaffolde to be made, wheron 24 
he wolde haue the wacheman to lese his hede / when 
his kynsmen harde that they cryed for marcy / but the 
kyng wold do no thynge at theyr desyre / when 6 erle 
Peter sawe the yll wyll of the kyng he made a token 28 
to the wachemannes frendes, who were in nombre 6 a 
.C. and .1., that they shuld go to such a towre, where 7 
was great plente of harnaya, 8 and to breke it vp and to 
arme them, and so they dyd, and came agayne to the 32 
palais; and when the kyng sawe them comynge 



1 helpe. 
* Fol. clxii. back, col. 1. 



1 verie. 

* the. 
8 Armour. 



8 kindred. 
8 about a. 



7 there. 
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armyd / he cryed to his men that they shuld arme 
them and to take them that were so bolde to come in 1 
his presence all armed ; and when euery man was 
4 armed they came agayne to the palays to haue taken 
the wachman and all his kynred / hut then 2 the wache- They return to 

the palace and set 

man and his frendes, who were redy in armure, set upon the king's 
ypon the kyngis men : & also Peter of Aragon and his 
8 company ayded them / so that there was great, so great sir Peter aids the 

J former. 

a skyrmysshe in the palays that it was petye to se it, 
they cut of armes, legges & hedis, eche of other / 
fynally the kynge and his men were so sore constrayned 

12 that of force they abandoned the palays and fled awaye / The king is driven 
and the kynge fled into his chaumbre for sauegarde. from r * 1 
Anone the newes ran in the towne that the kynge was 
sore assembelyd 8 in the palays and 4 iopardy of his 

16 lyfe / then all the comunalte wente & armed them / ah the dty is in 
and sowned the larom bell, there was suche a noyse and 
brute as thoughe all the world had bene lost / then a 
spye went out and shewed the kynge of Nauerne ho we Hews of the riot 

Is taken to the 

20 kynge Guaryn was asse?nbeled in his palays within the king of Navarre, 
citye by cause of a wacheman whome 6 y* kyng wolde 
put to dethe by cause 6 he had delyuered out of preson 
Florence and the dVmoysell his louer : 8 then the kyng 

24 of Nauerne, ryght ioyous 9 of those newes, commaunded 

hastely his men to be redy in harnays 10 / for he sayde 6 He orders bis 



it was tyme then or elles neuer to assayle the citye / city. ™ """" th * 
1 great desyre I haue 11 to be reuewged of this kinge who 
28 had wedded my syster / whome he hathe alayne, I shall 
neuer haue ioye at my harte / tyll 12 I be reuenged ' / 
then euery man armed them / and so assembelyd 
together with baners dysplayed, and so came in good 
32 order towardes the citye to assayle it / but when they 
within the towne hard the crye and noyse without* 



* to. * omitted. » assaulted. * i 
• in that. 1 Fol. clxii. back, col. 2. 

• ioyfull. M armour. 11 (quoth he). 



in. * that. 
9 Loue. 
" yntUl. 
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At the approach 
of the men of 
Navarre the strife 
in the palace 
ceases. 
The king of 
Arragon and his 
lords came forth 
to give battle to 
Navarre. 

Bnt the men of 
Navarre defeat 
the men of 
Arragon, and 
enter the city. 



The king of 
Arragon takes 
refuge In a church, 
but he is never- 
theless taken 
prisoner. 



He reproaches his 
enemy with sacri- 
lege in seizing him 
in the churoh. 



The king of 
Navarre admits 
the sin, and pro- 
mises to release 
him if he will 
pardon the watch- 



& sawe theyr enemyes comynge toward es them / they 
wente and shewed it at y* palays, wherhy the stryfe 
there seased / & then the kynge and all his lordes, with 
all his people, issued out in batayle / then there began 4 
a sore batayle, and many a man slayne and maynid / 
but there were so many Kauernoys, that whether kyng 
Guaryn wold or not, parforce they were fayne to 
abandon the vyctory to theyr enemyes / and were fayne 8 
to flee into the towne: but theyr enemyes folowed 
them so nere that the kynge of Kauerne and his men 
entered in with them / then the kynge of Kauerne 
commaunded 1 none to 2 be slayne without they were 12 
found in defence / for he sayd he caryd not so he 
myght be reuenged of the kynge. Then the Kauernoys 
spred abrode in the citye takynge presoners / then kyng 
Gauryn fled to the mynster churche / then he stode in 16 
the churche dore to make defence / but it coude not 
auayle hym, there was so many of his enemyes that he 
fled to the hye aulter for sauegard / but y* kyng of 
Kauerne, who was entered into the churche, com- 20 
maunded his men to take Guaryn / y* whiche they 
dyd / 'syrs/ 8 quod kynge Guaryn, 'ye do me great 
wronge to take me in this holy place, whereas euery 
man shulde be sauyd / aboue all thynges y e house of 24 
god ought to be refuge for euery man ' / then y* kyng 
of Kauerne, who was holden for a good holy man / 
heryng what kynge Guaryn sayd, he knew well 1 he 
sayd 4 trouthe, and repentyd hymselfe, and sayd / 28 
' fayre brother, 5 for the offence that I haue committed 
agaynst our lorde god 6 Iesu chryste, 6 I shall amend it 
to the doble / so that ye do pardon the wacheman that 
hathe delyuered my nephue Florence out of your 32 
preson / I shall then shew you this courtoysye ; for the 
offence that I haue made I and all my men shall issue 

1 that * should. » Fol. olxiii. col 1. * the. 
* Nephewe. omitted. 
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out of this citye without takynge of any presoner or 
any maner of goodes / for the loue of my nephue 
Florence, whome I loue enterely, and for the goodnes 

4 of the people I shall go to my tentes without, and 
I wyll graunte you a truse to endure for a moneth / and There shall then 
I promyse you the monethe ones expyryd / I shall truce, after which 
aproche agayne so nere to this citye / that as long as begin again. 

8 lyfe is in my body I shall not departe tyll 1 I haue 
taken this citye and you, whome I take for myne 
enemye / to haue you as my presoner / for I shall neuer 
haue ioye at my harte tyll 1 1 haue reuengyd the deth 
12 of my syster, your wyfe ' / then kynge Guaryn sayde / 
' syr 2 kynge of Nauerne / of the courtoysye and bouwtye 
that ye shewe 8 me I thanke you / and as for the wache The king of 

Arragon pardons 

man, I do pardon hym all myne yll wyll / and wheras the watchman. 

16 ye saye that ye wyll come so nere my citye to wyn it / 
when that cometh, by the grace of god & by the helpe 
of my trew subiectes I shall do y* best I can to defende 
my selfe and my citye ' / then the kyng of Nauerne 

20 issued out of 4 the church, & lepte on 6 his horse and 

rode to the gate and taryed there tyll 1 all his men were The men of 
clene auoyded out of the citye, to y e entent that none from the dty, 
presoners nor goodes shulde not 2 be had 6 out of the 

24 citye, wherof his men were angery, & specially they 
that were poore / the other caryd not greatly by cause 
y* .iL kynges had bene so long frendes together / wher- 
fore y* warre dyspleasid them, and 7 were sory that it 

28 enduryd so longe / when the kynge of Nauerne saw 
that all his men were issued out of the citye / then he 
withdrew hym into his tent / then he closyd in the and close the city 

. , , , ' , , o in a siege till the 

citye with a sege abydynge tyl 1 the truse were 8 ex- truce should be 
32 pyrycL Nowe let vs leue to speke of this warre explre<L 
betwene these two kynges, & speke of Florence, who 
sayled vpon the see with his louer Claryet. 

1 vntill. 8 omitted. 8 Tnto. * Fol. clxiii. ool. 2. 
8 vppon. • oaried. 7 they. 8 was. 
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% How the shyp wherin Florence his 
louer was in 1 was taken by the sarasyns, 
and all theyr company taken and slayne, 
and led to the castel of Anfalerne. 4 

Ca. C.lxviii. 

He story 2 sheweth that after that Flor- 
ence was departed out of his countre 
with his louer 3 Claryet ; how he it he 8 
knew not what she was / so it was 
that the* mayster of the shyp that he 
The master of the was in was of Marcyl 4 / when he 

•hip In which « - 

Florence had knew that Florence was sone to kynge Guaryn of 12 
learnt hi* Aragon, & that he had put his truste in hym, then he 

hutory, came to 6 Florence & sayd / 'syr, the goodnes and 

honoure that I se in you causeth me to say to 6 you 
that 6 I wolde not do to another; I wel perseyue hy 16 
you that ye are in great donght of y* kynge your father, 
leste he shulde folowe you to get you agayne / 7 syr, to 
the entente that ye 8 shall he well assured of me and of 
he pnu himself my maryners, I put in to your handes my selfe, my 20 
undeVriownce's 8hyppe, and all my maryners / and I wyl 9 they oheye 
may go wiiere hL you as they haue done me, and that ye he maister ouer 
And him? 7 *L And, syr, neuer thynke that the kynge of 

Aragon, your father, shall trouble you / we be 10 fane 24 
ynoughe fro hym: by y e grace of god we shall so 
conducte you that we shall brynge you to the holy 
T^emaeter offe™ sepulture, & after brynge you u to marcyll 4 / and then 
Marseilles. fro thence ye maye go whether as it plese you ' / ' syr,' 28 
quod Florence, 'of the honour and great courtoysye 
that ye offer me, I thanke you ' / then all they that were 
within the shyppe sayde, 'syr, refuse not to be oure 
mayster / for yf the wynde had not bene agaynst vs we 32 

l — 1 was and his Loue. 1 History. 3 Lone. 
4 Mareellis. * vnto. • which. * but 
« Fol. clxiii. back, col. 1. • that » are. u bothe. 
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had bene farre of by thys tyme / syr, haue no doubte 
we shall all obeye you and do as ye commaunde vs, syn 
it is our maysters pleasure ' / ' syrs/ quod Florence, ' I 
4 thanke you of your offer, god suffer me to deserue it ' / 
Florence was ioyf ull of the good aduenture that god had 
sent hym. 1 Thus he and his louer 2 sayled ioy fully in They sail in the 

tea of Africa, 

the see of Aufrike. So longe they sayled that they 
8 paste the Isles of Corse, and Sardayne, & Cesyll, and 
on a wednysdaye betymes they aryued nere to y* Isle of «n™ there 

on the island of 

Candy / there ther 8 arose vpon them a maruaylous c&ndia. 
great wynd and tempest, so that parforce they were 
1 2 dreuen to the coste of Barbary : the tempeste was Then a storm 

* drives them to 

so great that euery man was in fere of drownynge / the the coast of 
wawes were great & ferfull / the damoysell was in 
great doubte when she saw the maryners in suche fere : 
16 1 8he called deuoutly vpon our lorde Iesu chryste, desyr- 
ynge hym to haue petye of her and to brynge them to 
a good porte / when Florence p^eyued his louer 2 and The wind alarms 

ii i • a . . . _ t . _ . _ all the sailors and 

all his 4 maryners 5 in suche fere as they were 3 in 8 curiet. 

20 he comforted them the best he myght 6 / but it auayled 
not, for the wynde draue them whether they wold 
or not towardes Bongy, nere to a citye namyd as then 
Aufalerne, where as they were fayne to caste theyr 

24 ancre in great fere of lesynge of theyr lyues / then ther 

fel on them a galey wherin were a .C. sarasyns / & another a large galley and 

i .... ■ ship come 

great shyp wherin were mo then .1111. C. men, & they towards them, 
all fell vpon Florence shyp / when Florence sawe bothe 

28 the shyppe and galey to set vpon his shyp / the 
mayster of the shyp and the maryners began to wepo, 
and sayd to 7 Florence, 8 'syr, you & we all ar lost, we 
shall be all sclaues with y* sarasyns : yonder galey and They are Saracen 

32 shyp ar full of sarasyns, and they are redy comynge to 
set vpon vs ' / when Florence hard that, he sayd, ' syr, 

1 and. 1 Lone. 8 omitted. * the. 
8 Fol. olxiii. back. col. 2. • could. 
1 vnto. 8 Ah. 
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Florence implore be not abasshed / 1 whom god wyll ayde 2 can not be 

all to place their 

tnut in God. perysshed / no mortal man can hurt hym, let vs put our 
trust in hym, and take suche grace as he wyll sende 
vs / the great nombre of people can not hurt vs yf god 4 
wyll ayde vs / let vs shewe our selfe lyke men, they be 
wfthout lawe and without fayth / and we byleue in 
god ; 3 let vs araie our selues and shew our selues lyke 
men to defende our lyues ' / when the mayster and the 8 
maryners harde Florence, they sayd / 'syr, 4 in the 
sauegard of our lorde Iesu chryst, and vnto 4 you we 
commyt our selues ' / then they all armed them / and 
euery man stode at theyr defence / then Florence sayde / 12 

He bid* them 1 syrs, let vs all thynke that ve no we do fyght for our 

fight rigorously 

for their Uvea. lyues, and therfore let vs not be abasshed, euery man 
thynke to do his beste that he can / I loue by amours / 
beholde her here 5 by me 5 by whome I am so moued to 16 
do well / and to defende bothe her & me ' / ' syr/ quod 
they, 1 shame haue he that 6 fayntethe ' / then the shyp 
and the galey came nere to Florence shyppe ; then the 

The battle begins shotte of both partyes fie we so thycke as though it had 20 

sharply* 

bene snow : there was a great bataile betwene them, 
great hurte was done with castynge downe 7 of barres 
8 out of 8 the toppes / two tymes Floren[ce] entered into 
Florence works the shyppe of his enemyes, wheras he dyd maruellous, 24 

marvels. 

and slewe so many sarasyns that the water was red with 
the blode of them that were slayne of bothe partyes / 
But many of his there was an orryble batayle / many of Florence men 

men, with the , 

master of his were slayne / the good maister was slayne and the 28 
ship, are siam. parte of his men. Also fro the lond there were 

Bombs are hurled shot bombardis and connes at Florence shyppe, so that 

on Florence's ship m ° Jrr ^ 

from the shore, therby, and with the great barres of Iron the shyp was 

sore enpayryd, for it was stryken thrughe in a .C. 32 
places, so 9 that the see enteryd with great abundaunce / 

1 hee. f saue. 8 by whome we trust to be sailed. 
*-* to. *-* omitted. • Fol. elxiiii. col. 1. * out 
*- 8 from. 9 in such sort 
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when the damoysell sawe that mortall dyscomfyture, The-ehipie nearly 

shattered : only 

how there company were slayne and theyr shyp nye full eix with Florence 
of water, & sawe no mo parsones lefte alyue with 
4 Florence but .vi. parsons, 1 she was then in great fere / ciarietieYery 

, . n , , , . . , fearful, and think- 

and she thought she had rather enter into the sarasyns ing the ship .he 
shyppe then to be drowned in the see / she sawe the U in wlU 
galeye, the whiche laye ioynynge to the shyppe, she 
8 lepte into the shyppe to saue her lyfe ; when Florence leape into the 

8aracen'a galley* 

sawe his louer 2 in the galey he was nere out of his 
mynde 8 for sorowe, and he sawe well 4 yf he taryed styl 
in his owne shyppe he shulde be drowned / then he 
12 lepte in to the galey whereas his louer 2 was / and there Florence follow* 

r ° J ' her In great 

he slewe many a sarasyn, but there were so moche alarm, and he ie 

*' taken prieoner* 

people that with force of dartes and speres he was 
borne downe / then they toke and bounde his handes 

16 so sore that the blode ran out at his nayles. Thus 
Flo*rence was taken and all his men slayne and 
drowned excepte some that were taken / then Florence 
wept for petye of them, and sayd / ' a, my father, how 

20 falsely haue you wrought agaynst me / thus by your 
foly I am in great daunger / I shall neuer retourne in 
to my countre without god helpe me ' / often tymes he 
beheld his louer 2 / whome the sarasyns dyd sore bet ciariet la beaten 

and maltreated. 

24 and yll entrete 6 / wherof Florence had suche dys- 
pleasure that he was nere hande out of his wyttes. 
'Alas,' quod Florence, 7 'I oughte greatly 1 to be sorow- 
full to so her that I loue best so sore beten and 

28 tormented before my face / 0 cursed dethe, why Florence pray* 

for death. 

eufferest thou me to lyue to see this 8 that my louer 2 
shulde be thus delte with, and yet I can not helpe nor 
socoure her/ therwith he wepte, and sodaynely fell in andjkiu down in 
32 a swoune amonge the handes of the sarasyns / when the 
damoysell sawe her louer fallen in a traunce, and sawe 



1 omitted. f Loue. 8 wits. 4 that. 
6 FoL clxiiii. ool. 2. 6 threaten. 
7 he. 8 day. 
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ciarut come* to hym so pale of colour / she came to 1 hym / and she 

him, and thinks ' 

him dead. wente 2 suerly that he had bene dede, and also the 
sarasyns sayde the same. Then she cryed out, and 
shsiamenuher said, ' 0 8 very god, 8 why do you consente the dethe of 4 

cruel Cats, 

my louer, seynge that we must thus depart for euer, it 
is no thynge the payne and yll that I suffer / but my 
sorowe is for the dethe of my louer here before me / 
I ought to be sorowfull when the moste fayrest* &• 8 
swete8t 6 / & most 5 ientylest creature of all y* worlde 
is thus dede and loste for euer, and the most valyauntest 
and fails down knyght that euer was borne,' 7 therwith she fell downe 

In a trance beside J * ' 

her lover, in a traunce by her louer / 7 All that sawe them thought 12 
suerly that they had bene both dede without any 
recouer, and had great petye and compassyon of them / 

Barbara, the cap. then he that was the capetayne of the towne & castall, 

tain of the town 

and castle on the who was named Sorbare, cam 8 into the shyp, and sawe 16 

ehore, enters the * r 

gaiiey, and pities where Florence & his louer 9 laye one by another as 

the lovers, for ht 

was a secret Chris- dede, he had great petye of them, for he was a good 
chry8ten man / but he durste not be 10 knowed 10 therof 
for fere of sleynge / he loued well god, and dyd after" 20 
good seruyce in chrystendome / for by hym the sayd 
two louers were saued fro the dethe, as ye shall here 
after 12 / when these .ii. louers were come agayne to 
Sarte^de- themselues / the sarasyns then delyuered them bo the 24 
Uvered into his into the capetayns handes / 7 when Florence saw his 

hands, and he r J 1 

takes them to the swete louer* by hym, he enbracid and kyssed her 
swetely / the capetayne sorbare, when he sawe the 
youthe of these two louers, he had great petye of them / 28 
but he made therof no semblaunt 18 / he toke them 
The other prison- bothe into the castell with hym, and the other presoners 
various towns, suche as had taken them, brought them into dyuers 

and cmellj 111* 



towers, wheras they were kepte in great mysery / for 32 

1 vnto. 8 thought 8-8 good Lord. * faire. 
* omitted. fl sweet 7 and. 
8 Fol. olxiiil back, col. 1. » Lone. *>- w to knowe. 
11 afterward. 11 heareafter. 18 semblance. 
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the sarasyns had no pety of them bycause they were 
chrystened. 



% Howe Sorbare the capetayne comforted 



4 Florence and Claryet / and howe there 
aryued .iiii. shyppes with chrysten men by 
fortune of the see, and how Florence was 
knowen by them. Ca. clxix. 




fortune hath brought you hether, syn 2 ye be 8 yonge; condition of the 
4 howe is it that ye wolde aduenture vpon the see wherin ftlglu ™» 
are so many perelles / yf ye shewe me the trouthe ye 
16 shall lese nothynge therby / for yf I canne I shall set and promise 

them all aMiat- 

you in suche a pla[c]e 6 wheras yo shall be in sauegarde '/ anct. 

'syr,' quod Florence, 'I shall shewe you all myne 

aduenture what so euer fall therof. Syr, knowe for FUwnot uiu hie 

20 trouth 6 I am sone to kynge Guaryn kynge of Aragon, 
and I am departed fro hym in dyspleasure. 9 Thus 
Florence shewed Sorbare all his hole aduenture / and 
how he was taken by his father, and howe he scaped 

24 and his louer 1 also / then he sayd, ' syr, I haue shewed 
you the trouthe, I commy t my body and my louers 7 
here into your handes / 8 In you lyethe our lyfe and 
dethe; ye maye do with vs at your pleasure* / and 

28 therwith he kneled downe / then Sorbare toke hem vp 
and sayd / * fayre sone, be not abasshed, for I haue bene 
or 9 this tyme in as great aduenture / haue no doubte I 
shall so order the matter that ye shall be out of all 

1 Loue. 1 seeing. 3 so. 
* Fol. olxiiii. back, col. 2. 4 plate in text. • that 
1 Louea. 8 for. 9 before. 




668 



HUON OF BURDBUX. 



[Ca. clxix. 



parayle / but kepe euery thynge secret to your selfe n / 
then Sorbare called to 2 him .iiii. of his seruauntes and 
The captain hide sayde / ' I commaunde you to 3 do no rudenes to 8 this 

hl» MrrauU ofltr ' * 

no hurt loth* presoner 4 nor to 4 this damoysel / but 4 lette them haue 4 
brede, fleshe & wyne at theyr pleasure / as I had when 
I was presoner at Terascon / fayre sone/ quod Sorbare 
to Florence, ' knowe for trouthe* I was ones kynge of 
Belmaryn / & ones I fought with Aymery of Narbone, 8 
and I was taken by the handes of Eeynalt of Beau- 

and toils Fioreno* lande / then I was brought to 6 the citye of Burdeaux, 

how be one* ' ° J 9 

vuitod Duk« wheras I sawe a noble prynce namyd duke Huon, who 

Huon, and uw 

his lair daughter, had wedded a noble lady called Esclaramonde, doughter 12 
to the admyrall Gaudes / 4 they had a doughter wel- 
beloued with 7 8 them / she was the fayreste damoysell 9 
that euer I sawe, 10 she passed 11 not 12 at that tyme vi 
yere of age / and as I harde say syn there came to 16 
Burdeaux dyuers kynges and great prynces for to haue 
had her in maryage / then I cam preuely to myne 
vncle who gaue me this castell to kepe when he sawe 
that I had loste all myne owne realme / and bycause 20 
I was well entretyd 13 amonge y e chrysten men I wyll 
that these presoners be well delte withal ' / * syr/ quod 
his seruauwtes, 'syn 14 it is your pleasure we shall ac- 
Florenoe and complysshe the same.' then they toke Florence and the 24 
S*ieplrato PUoed damoysell and dyd set them in a towre eche of them 
chamber.. & c haumbre apart, wherof they were 15 sorowfull / 

when the fayre damoysell sawe that she was put fro 
her louer she was ryght sory / she began then 16 to com- 28 
ciarfet laments playne and said / ' a, my ryght dere father 17 and dere 
and!rampUdntof mother Esclaramonde, I maye well hate the acquaynt- 
ghwhu reaimto aunce that ye haue had with kynge Oberon / for by 
her »%a hym I haue lost you both, ye haue forgoten me in this 32 

1 selues. 1 vnto. *-* vse well. 4-4 and. 
* that • to to in text. * of. 
8 Fol. clvii [dxv]. col. 1. • Ladie. 10 did see 
11 was. u aboue. 18 entertained. 14 seeing. 

16 right. w then after sory. w Duke Huon. 
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woride when ye leue me in this pryson / a, kynge 
Oberon, thou hast done me great yll & domage when 
thou dydest geue 1 to 1 my father thy realme, whereas is 
4 the citye of Momure, 2 wheras nowe is the duke my 
father and y* duches my mother: I haue lost the 
flowre of all my kyn, 8 I am sure 4 I muste 6 dye in this 
towre for 6 sorowe. A, false deth, thou dydest me great 
8 yll that thou tokest not me when I was yonge and 
lytelL I yeld myself e to god 2 and to his dere mother 1 
whom I requyre to haue petye of me / and wolde to 
god that I were in company with my louer Florence / 

12 the capetayne hathe done yll thus to seperate vs a 
sonder, for yf I were with hym I shuld the better pas 
the tyme / yf 7 his father knewe of what lynage I am 
of and whose doughter I am he wolde not haue refused 

16 to haue geuen me his sone in maryage / but he shall 
not know it 1 for me what so euer payne I suffer.' 
Florence, who was 8 in the chaumbre nexte aboue 9 the 
chaumbre where as the fayre damoysell Claryet was / 

20 who had well harde the complayntes that she had made Florence ov«r- 

heara bar com* 

before, and ynderstode euery worde that she had puint, 
spoken, wherof he was the ioyfullest man at his hart 
lyuynge / for yf he loued her wel before then he loued 
24 her moche better / 2 then he loked out at a wyndow 
wheras he saw Sorbare walkyng vp and downe in the 
courte of the castell. Then Florence requyred hym to and appeait to 

Sorbare to permit 

haue petye and compassyon of the damoysell beynge him to rejoin bar. 
28 in the towre alone / ' f rend/ quod Sorbare, 1 suffer a 
season. 10 I shall sette you bothe in suche a place or 11 
it be nyght that ye shall be bothe ioyfull / be not 
abasshed / for the loue of you I shall leue the lawe of Sorbare nam 

bit promise to 

32 Mahomet, and byleue on 12 our lord Iesu chryst / 13 when mi them both, 
it is nyght and euery man a 12 bed / we shall enter into chri*ua£ t0tarn 

1 ~ 1 omitted. 1 and. * kindred and. * that 
* shall. • with. * Fol. clvii [clxv], col. 2. 8 aboue. 
8 vnto. 18 for a time. » before. 18 in. 18 for. 
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a galeye that lyeth here by : but as for your other men 
that be presoners abrode in the towne / it wolde be 
hard for me to get them out of preson.' * Then I pray 
to 1 our lorde Iesu chryste,' 1 quod Florence, 'to ayd & 4 
socoure them in theyr great nede.' Great pitye had 
Sorbare when he harde Florence so peteously pray for 
the sauegarde of his men whome he muste leue behind 
him yf god socour hym not : then Sorbare sawe com- 8 
Foorgmtihipi ynge to 2 the port warde 8 .iiii. great shyppes wherein 

conveying tooo 

pilgrims to Jem- there were a 4 two thousande pylgremes who were com- 
uu>m come in y n g 6 5 f ro Ierusalem a warde 3 fro the holy sepulture / 

but by fortune of the see & force of y* wynd they were 12 
cowstrayned 6 to aryue there / then the capetayne wente 
vp into the towre to se Florence whome he toke by tho 
hande and sayd / ' frend, yonder ye maye se .iiii. great 
shyppes full of people com ynge hether by force of the 16 
wynde / let vs go downe and se what they be and who 
is theyr capetayne ' / ' syr/ quod Florence, ' I am redy 
to folowe your pleasure / my body & my loner 7 I com- 
myt to your sauegarde 1 / then the capetayne sente for 20 
the damoysell, & when Florence sawe her he was 
ryghte ioyfull and sayd, 'dere louer, 8 be no thynge 
afrayed / the capetayne and I wyll go downe to the see 
syde to knowe what people be yonder that comethe in 24 
yonder shyppes / and anone we wyll retourne agayne 
to 9 you* / 'syr/ quod the damoysell, 'god be youre 
Florence and gyde 1 / Sorbare and Florence went downe to the hauen 
tomakeinqdrii syde / 10 when the shyppes aryued they saw wel 11 there 28 
of them. moche 12 people, and parseyued well ho we n they 

were chrysten men. Then Sorbare saluted them and 
sayde / ' syrs, ye be wellcome. I praye you 13 shewe me 
fro whence ye come, & what ye seke for in these 32 

1—1 god. 1 towards. 8 omitted. * more then. 

*- 6 at Ierusalem after sepulture. 
• Fol. clvii [olxv]. back, col. 1. T Louee. • Loue. 

» to. 



^Digitized by_ 



Google 



Ca. clxix.] HOW SORBARE RECEIVES PILGRIMS FROM FRANCE. 671 



partyes, & what ye be.' Then the chefe mayster of 

them answered and sayde / ' syr, we be of the realme The captain teiu 

Sorbare they oomc 

of fraunce, and we come nowe fro Ierusalem fro the from France. 

4 pylgrymage of the holy sepulture : and the force of the 
wynd hathe caused vs to aryue here. 1 yf we ought to 
paye anythynge for comynge hether we are redy to pay 
it 'syrs/ quod Sorbare, ' syn 2 this is your aduenture 

8 ye ar hether 8 welcome to me / syn ye be here aryued sorbare bi<uthem 

Welcome. 

it is reason that I be comfortid and ayded by you. *I 
say vnto you that I byleue vpon 4 our lorde god 4 Iesu 
chryst / but as yet I was neuer chrystened / I shall 

12 shew you, syrs, what ye shall do. yf ye wyl byleue me 
ye neuer came to 6 so fayre aduenture / ye shall go with 
me into the castell here aboue / in which place I shall 
fornysshe you all with horse & harnays 6 / then 1 ye 

16 shall abyde in the castell and make no noyse nor shewe 
youre self e 7 / then 1 I wyll go to the hauen and 
garnysshe a galey with all thynges necessary / in this He tone them of 

I A , . ^ - , , th« French prison- 

tO WTO there are many presoners 8 of 4 frensshe men who en in the town, 

20 were take?* but late in this hauen, and many were 

slayn, & such as be taken as 9 presoners in this towne / 

and erly in the mornyng we wyl issue out of the castell end how they may 

? . - , , . , help him to »et 

into the towne and set tyre in dyuers places / then the them free. 

24 sarasyns wyll haue great busynes to rescue and stanche 
the fyre / Uhen we wyll enter into theyr howses & take 
all theyr gooddes and all the presoners and all the ryches 
that we can fynde in the towne we shal put it in to our 

28 shyp : and yf the sarasyns come to asayle our shyppe 
with botes and barges / then lette vs defende our selfe T 
as well as we can / and fyrst of all let vs go and take 
all the shyppes that be in the hauen ' / when the cape. 

32 tayne of y* .iiii. shyppes hard Sorbare they praysed 
his aduyse and good counsayle : and they all with one 

1 and. 1 seeing that 8 after welcome. 
4 - 4 omitted. 6 Fol. clvii [clxv]. back, col. 2. 
• armour. 7 selues. 8 presoners after men. 9 are. 
CHARL. ROM. IX. X X 
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acord concluded to do his pleasure / 1 syr,' quod Sor- 
bare, ( to y e entent that ye shall byleue me and to haue 
of me no maner of suspecte / yf ye wyl haue knowlege 
what I am this yong man that ye se here be me can i 
enforme you* / 'syr, quod the patron, 'by your vysage 
it apereth well that all trouthe is in you, & how 1 that 
ye be 2 a noble man. therfore, syr, 8 all we put our 
Th«c*puinofth« selfe in 8 your conducte and grace / but, syr, yf it 8 
w^nownoe maye be your pleasure to shew vs what yonge Ientyl- 
man is that we se there by you. 4 syr, ye shulde do me 
a great pleasure, for me thynke I shulde haue sene hym 
or 5 this ' / 4 patron/ quod 6 Sorbare, * syn ye wyll knowe 12 
it gladly I shall shewe you / syn 7 he hath dyscouered 
Sortare t«Ui him. hym selfe to me / knowe for trouthe 8 he is sone to 
kynge Guaryn of Aragon / who by fortune of the see 
aryued here 1 there as ye be 1 / and here parforce he was 16 
taken and his men most parte slayn / and with hym 
was taken a noble damoysell who is aboue in my 
castell ' / when the patron and they that were with hym 
vnderstode that it was Florence sone to 9 kynge Guariit 1 20 
Thtcaputn of Aragon they were therof ryght ioyfull, for they were 
•ncoLe^thi all of the realme of Aragon, and sent forthe by the 
^"sw^to^im. kynge to serche for Florence / they thanked 10 our lorde 

Iesu chry8t 10 of the 11 aduenture that he had sent them 24 
to fynde Florence there : whome they were sente to 
serche for / then they came to Florence and knelyd 
downe before them 12 and sayd / 'a, syr, ye ought to 
thanke god that we haue founde you. we haue mar- 28 
uayle why ye hyde your name fro vs / for we be all 
sente fro kynge Guaryn youre father to serche for you / 
for yf god had not sente you this good fortune we 
shulde neuer haue hard any tydynges of you / nor haue 32 



1 omitted. * are. 3 ~ 3 we all commit ouraetaes t* 
4 truely. 6 ere. • Fol. clxvi. col. 1. T seeing. 
* that. • the. 10 - l ° god. " their good. 
" him. 
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shewed the kynge your father any thyng to his 
pleasure/ 

% Howe Sorbare and Florence & theyr com- 
4 pany went in 1 the towne and robbed and 
spoyled it / and so toke the se with great 
ioy 2 and the damoysell 8 Claryet with them, 
and toke theyr cource to sayle to 4 the 
8 realme of Aragon. Ca. Clxx. 

j Hen the patron & his company knewe 
and sawe Florence the ioy that they 
made can not he recounted, nor the 
chere that they made to Florence when 
they were entered into the castell / 
wherof sorhare had great ioy : the same season whyles 
they made this great ioye and feste 6 there was in Sor- a grata in 8or- 

«i i bara'i company 

16 hare's company a sarasyn who vnderstode the language overturn tt* plan 

to reacot the 

of frenche 7 / and had well hard the enterpryse that Franco pHaonaw. 
the chrysten men were determyned to do / and also he 
saw well how sorhare was ioyned to theyr company / 

20 then he preuely departed, and hastely he went into the 
towne and shewed the burgesses and comons of the 
enterpryce that the chrysten men had concluded to do, 
& how that Sorhare was become chrysten / when the 

24 paynyni8 8 vnderstode that / incontynent they went and Thatowniuwn 

rise np and attack 

armyd them and came to the castell thynkynge to haue sorbara's cmUc, 
wonne it / but they founde there suche defence and n°p»T><*«- 
resystence that 9 they dyd there ly tell 10 to theyr pro- 
28 fyght / yet the assaulte endu 11 ryd tyll 12 the nexte daye / 
and at last 13 were constrayned to withdrawe fro the 
castel a great space. Florence, who was within, cryed 

1 to. 8 and triumph. 8 faire Ladie. 4 (owardes. 
* Fol. clxvi. col. 2. 6 feasting. 7 French longuage. 
8 Sarasyns. 9 that which. 10 was small. 
11 Fol clxvi. back, col. 1. 18 vntill. 13 they. 
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to them and sayd / ' a, ye false velaynes, ye haue slayne 
my men / but yf god suffer me to lyue theyr deth shal 
be derely sold 1 ' / whew the paynyms saw that they 
coude not atayne to the castel / then they blew the 4 
retrayte ; and euery man retourned to theyr owne house. 
AsMonisth* Then Sorbare sayde to Florence and his company / 
s^rbarvn^isM ' syrs, I aduyse you all to lepe on youre horses / for now 
men £ith*him to the paynyms are returned to theyr logynye wery of 8 
attack tlbwaf theyr trawayle, and many of them sore hurte, and they 
are in great fere; I knowe theyr condycyons well 
ynoughe / and bycause that after trauayle and laboure 
a man is febelyd & full of fere / and nowe euery man 12 
is in his owne house and vnarmed to be at theyr ease / 
therfore I counsayle that incontynent 8 Issue out and 
set vpon the towne.' Then Florence and all the other 
seyd / ' syr, as ye haue deuysed we ar redy to do it / 16 
for a more noble counsaile was neuer geuen ' / then euery 
man made hym redy and 8 so 8 issued out of the castell, 
and Florence and Sorbare went before them and 
sessyd 4 not tyll 6 they were entered into the towne, 20 
for ther enter 6 coude not be defended, for 7 the castell 
ioyned to a corner of the towne : then they made a 
The town is lired, great crye and spred abrode in the towne and put in 

and many Sara- ° J r r 

ceiwiiiain in the fyre in dyuers places / and slewe downe the paynyms 24 
in the stretes and market places / fynally, they dyd so 
moche by force of armes that they brought the towne 
vnder theyr subieccyon / and the enhabytauntes therof 8 

rwc P ed 8 ° nmar8 ^y 116 ' 8none spared, 8 and all the chrysten presoners 23 
rescued, who had great ioy when they saw Florence, 
theyr lord, whom they thought 9 had bene dede / great 
ryches thai day was wonne in that towne, the which 
was geuen and departed to 10 them that had deserued it / 32 
& Florence gaue to the chrysten presoners great ryches / 

1 bought. 1 we. s - s omitted. * rested. 
6 vntill. c entring. * because. 8 alL 
• Fol. clxvi. back, col 2. 10 mto. 
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thus when the towne was wonne and the ryches there 
of put into theyr shyppes / then 1 they all departed and 
set fyre on al the citye / then they went into the castel, 
4 wheras the damoysel Claryet was, who bad great ioy 
when she sawe Florence her louer / 2 then Sorbare, who Florence etitngth 

r^oine CUrlttt 

had great desyre to departe 8 thence, toke all the treasure 
and ryches & had it into theyr shyppes, and vytayled 
8 them with all thynges necessary / then when it was 
daye in the mornynge they departed fro the castell & 
wente to theyr shyppes with great ioye / Florence and preparation! 

tor their return 

holdynge his louer 4 by the hande / sayde vnto her / to Arragon ere 

12 'dere louer, 4 kynge Guaryn, my father, hath sente to 
seke for me all aboute bothe by londe and by water / 
and these that be come here with these shyppes were 
sent forthe by the kynge, my father, to serche for me ' / 

16 when the damoysell hard how Florence wold brynge 
her agayne to his father she had great fere, and said, 
'syr, ye knowe ryghte well the great hate and dys- JJ^^JJJ^ 
pleasure that your father hathe to you and to 1 me / for 

20 god sake, syr, let vs go some other waye : ' ' dere 
louer/ 4 quod florence, 'haue no fere of my father; for 
yf ye 5 wolde haue 5 shewed youre name & what ye be 
or 6 this tyme / it had eaaid vs of moche payne.' 'A, 

24 syr,' quod she, 'it is not as ye wene it were' / ' well/ 
quod Florence, ' it is suffycyent to me as it is ' / then 
they hoysed vp theyr sayles & so sayled tyll 7 they were 
fare of fro that londe. 2 Sorbare was ryght ioyful in 

28 that he had saued y* chrysten men / and for the loue 
of Florence he forsoke his owne lawe and his countre / 
then 8 he sayde to 9 Florence / 'syr, my body and 
goodes I abandon to you in suche wyse that I shall sorure promieee 

' nerer to abandon* 

32 neuer leue you for lyfe nor deth 1 / ' syr,' quod Florence, Florence. 
' of the goodnes and trouthe that ye haue shewed me, 



*-* had. 



1 omitted. 



8 before. 



1 and. 



* vntill. 

• vnto. 



1 from. 
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The trace be- 
tween the king of 
Navarre end King 
Guaryn Is within 
two day* of 



A myaterions 
voice rises from 
the earth end 
addreaeea Uie 
eombetente. 



I thanke you, and I shall neuer haue peny worthe, but 
the halfe shalbe yours.' 

Nowe let vs leue spekynge of them saylynge ioy- 
fully on the see towardes Aragon / and let vs speke 4 
of kynge Guaryn, who was besegid within y* citye of 
Courtoys by his brother in la we, the kynge of Nauerne. 

How kyng Huon, kynge of the fayrey, sente 
two of his knyghtes to the two kynges / and 8 
howe he apered betwene them with a great 
no/wbre / and of the peas that he made 
betwene them. Ca. ClxxL 

£11 haue ye harde before howe that after 12 
e kyng of Nauerne had taken kynge 
uaryn presoner, and that truse was 
ken for a sartayne space / and then 
eche of them to shewe theyT powers / 16 
so it fell that two dayes before the brekynge vp of y a 
trewse, and that theyr aydes and pursaunces were assem- 
belyd together: the one partye within the citye and 
the other without with the kyng of Nauerne, who sore 20 
thretened kynge Guaryn / bycause he had banysshed 
awaye his sone Florence, his nephue / and sayd he had 
rather dye then such an yll kyng 1 shulde not be 
punysshed / this kynge of Nauerne had assembelyd 24 
•uche a norabre of people that the valayes and hylees 
were couered with men of wane / & y* nyght before 
the truse brake vp there was hard in the ay re a ferfull 
voyse / the whiche when it began to speke / the erth 28 
trymbelyd and thondered and lyghtened so that all 
they that were there assembelyd / as well they within 
as without had suche fere that they were lykely to 
haue ryn awaye / then the voyse began to speke / 39 

» Fol. cUvii. col. 2. 
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and sayde / ' syrs, ye that be here in the felde redy to 
fyght of bothe partyes make no haste to ioyne together 
in batayle, for suche ayde and socoure shall be sent to it promi** ■ 

speedy and a 

4 you bothe that ye shall be all ioyfull ' / therwith the peaceftii settie- 
voyce passed awaye & was hard no more, wherby both p «te between 
partyes wer abasshed, and all the nyght they were in 1 them * 
theyr prayers / besechyng 2 our lord Iesu chryste 2 to 

8 ayde and socoure them / kyng Guaryn was sore abasshid 
when he hard the voyce, and sayde / 'O, 8 very god, 8 
if this 4 people that is 5 assembelyd be slayne by my 
meanes and for me / my sowle shall be lost for euer / 
12 Alas, my sone Florence, I was yll counsailed when I KingGoaryn 

feels remorse for 

chasyd you awaye fro me, I dyd great syn when I having banished 
dyd 6 put you in pryson, I am very 7 of my lyfe / it "° n ' 
8 skyllethe not of my dethe 8 / I am more sory for you, 

16 my dere sone, whome I haue betrayed and dreuyn away 
with out 9 cause / Alas, by my meanes this realme shall 
be wasted & dystroyed, y* whiche ye ought to haue 
after me ' / therwith he swouned amonge his lordes, so 10 

20 they all thoughte he had bene dede, wherof they sore 
complayned / 11 at last the kyng came agayne to hym- 
selfe / then his lordes comforted hym / and so had 12 hym 
to here mas, 18 and after mas 18 there apered sodaynely Two goodly young 

24 "before hym two goodly yonge knyghtes / the one was Jjpfo^h wm. nly 
Gloryand and the other Malabron / they were two m^cho^ 
knyghtes of the fayrey / then they all smylynge saluted £j p^wthe 
the kynge, and sayde / ' syr, 16 kynge Huon of Burdeaux Klng Huon '* 

28 salutethe the by vs, he is kynge of all the fayrey, 11 he 
wyll come to ayd the and to defende thy lond : and 16 he 
wyll that thou knowest / how 10 he is father to y* f ayre 
damoysel Claryet, whom thou namest the newe founde 

32 damoysel, and by cause thou hast banisshed fro the 

* at 2-2 God. 3 — 8 good Lord. 4 these. 6 are. 
9 omitted. 7 wearie. 
is no matter though I die, and. • a. 10 that 
a and. 11 bad. 13 Seruioe. 
i* Fol. olxvii. back, col. 1. ™ Royall. 16 also. 
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They ten of the 
mexriege he will 



Florence and 
OmrlH. 



The two lhlriee 
return to Haoa 



and remind htm 
of the peril of 
Florence end 
Clerlet on the tee. 
Huon promieee to 
gotoCoartole 
with e mighty 
armj. 



Huon telle 



thy sone Florence / he wyl come to the to make the 
peas betwene the and thy brother in lawe the kynge of 
nauerne / & he wyl make the maryage betwene thy 
sone Florence and Claryet his doughter* / when kynge. 4 
Guaryn harde the knyght of the fayrey he had such 
ioy at his hart that his wyst not what to do nor 1 
saye /* he came to the knyght and enbraced hym, all 
wepynge, and sayde / ' syrs, knowe for trouthe, my 8 
body, my lyfe, and all that I hane I submytte it into 
the handes of y* good kynge Huon to do therwith at 
his pleasure' / with those wordes the .iL knyghtea 
▼any ashed awaye, no man wyst how nor whether, so 8 12 
euery man had great maruayle / kynge Guaryn and his 
lordes lyfte vp theyr handes to the heuen, makynge 
the syngne of the crosse, recommaundyng themself e to 
4 our lorde 4 Iesu chryste / and y* two knyghtes restyd 16 
not tyll 5 they cam to the citye of Momure to kynge 
Huon, and shewed hym what they had done & sayd to 
kyng Guaryn / and shewed Huon of the daye of batayle 
that was taken betwene the two kynges, and sayde / 20 
'syr, haue petye of Florence and of Claryet, your 
doughter, who are as nowe on the see in a great tem- 
pest ' / then Huon sayd / ' surely they and I shal be 
shortely before 6 the citye of Courtoys with suche 4 a 24 
nombre of people that the erthe shall be coueryd with 
them / to the entent that yf any 7 of these 8 kynges 
wyll 4 do contrary to my wyll I shall dystroye hym for 
euer / for shortely I wyll that my doughter Claryet 28 
shal be duches of Burdeloys / *she is so fayre that 
there is none lyke her, & I shall 9 shew the great lone 
that I haue 10 to her ' / then Huon called to hym Esclara- 
monde, and sayde: 'lady, ye shall se this daye the 32 
thynge that ye 11 desyre 4 sore 4 to se, that is your 



* or. 1 and. 8 that. 

• Fol. clxvii. back, col. 2. 

• wil. 10 beare. 11 much. 



*-* omitted. 6 vntilL 
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doughter Claryet / to whome I gyue her in 1 gyfte, that howeheehaii 

' soon mo their 

she shall be byloued of euery man, and I wyll that fro daughter ciariet. 
hense forthe she shall gyue largely gyftes & rewardes 
4 to ladyes, damoyselles, knyghtes, and squyers ; for I 
wyll that fro henseforth she haue her pleasure with out 
sufFerynge of any more yll or parell, for she hath suf- 
fered ynoughe* / this daye was fayre and clere, and 
8 with in y* citye of courtoyse there was moche 2 people 
assembelyd / and they were in great deuocyon / some 
made masses 3 to be song, and some were confessed and 
ordered them selues towardes the batayle. Then kyng King Guaryn with 

12 Guaryn commaunded euery man to lepe on 4 theyr horses forth from the 
redy armyd / then 5 the kynge hym selfe mounted e and ofCourtoU « 
so 6 issued out of the citye / and commaunded his con- 
stable and marshalles to ordayne iii. batayles in the 

16 name of god 7 and saynt Gorge. 7 Kynge Guaryn had 
assembelyd a great nonibre of men, he had mo then 
•LM. men / there ye myght haue sene ladyes & 
damoyselles and burgesses / that wepte for fere of theyr 

20 frendes, 7 husbondes / fathers, and bre theme, 7 whome 
they sawe goynge to 8 the batayle warde 7 / 5 they went 
all to y e walles / 7 and the 7 colleges & churches 9 with 
theyr crosses and baners went 10 on processyon praying 9 

24 for the good spede of theyr kynge and of theyr frendes. 
Now let vs leue spekynge of these two kynges, who 
were redy in the feldes rengyd in order of batayle, the 
one agaynste the other / and let vs speke of kynge 

28 Huon / who called before hym all his lordes of the Huon c&iii ail hia 
fayrey / there was the fayre esclaramonde, and Gloryand, £ l0nU ***** 
and Malabron, and many other knyghtes of the fayrey / 
then kyng Huon sayde / ' syrs, ye all know well that 

32 by the wyll of god / kynge Oberon whyles he leued 
gaue me all his realme / and syngnory and pusance 

1 the. 1 many. 1 Seruice. 4 vppon. * and. 
6-4 then they. 7 omitted. 8 towards, 

to pray to God. 10 Fol. clxvui. col. 1. 




680 



HUON OP BUBDEUX. 



[Ca. clxxL 



He bids them 
prepare for war. 



He orders a won* 
drone tent for 



Suddenly the 
fklry band, with 
Huon at lte 
head, ie trans- 
ported to the 
scene of the war- 
fare between King 
Guaryn and the 
king of Navarre. 



that he had ouer all the fayrey of the worlde / therby 
then I may haue all my commaundementes fulfyllyd / 
then syn god hath geuen me this gyfte / I wyll not 
suffer the manslauter and murder that is lyke to be 4 
betwene the two kynges of Aragon and Nauerne / 
therfore I wysshe myselfe with two .CM. men wel 
armyd and rychely besene 1 and all mounted on good 
horses / and also I wysshe to haue as many on fote* / 8 
f urny8shed with bowes and crosbowes. Also I wysshe 
a .CM. to be aparayled in gownes of cloth of gold and 
sylke / and also I wysshe for my doughter Claryet, 
whome I haue lefte a longe tyme in payne and mysery, 12 
wherof I repente me / for myne entencyon is to mary 
her to Florence, son to kynge Guaryn of Aragon, the 
whiche Florence is so fay re : so hardy and so humble 
and curtoyse that in all the worlde there is none lyke 16 
hym / 1 wysshe hym & al his company and Sorbare 
with him to be at the hauen of courtoyse. Also I 
wysshe my tente in the medow betwene the hostes of 
the two kynges, and I wyl that my tent be suche that 20 
there be none lyke it in all the worlde, and on 8 the top 
4 therof I wyll there be pyght a dragon of fyne golde* / 
kynge Huon had no soner made his wysshe but he and 
all his company were there as he had deuysed. when 24 
the kynge of Nauerne sawe so moch 5 people and so 
many tentes and pauylyons so nere hym / and that he 
sawe the ryche and pusaunt pauylyon of kynge Huons 
-with the flambynge dragon / he was greatly maruayled. 6 28 
Then he called his lordes and knyghtes and sayd / ' syrs, 
behold what people are yonder before us logyng, me 
thynke I neuer sawe so many together in all my lyfe / 
1 wote not what it maye 7 be, I am in doubte* / then he 32 
called to 8 hym two knyghtes, and said / 'syrs, go 



1 by seeming. * on fote after crosbowes. * vppon. 
4 FoL clxviii. col. 2. 6 many. 6 dismayed. 
7 should. 8 vnto. 
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thether and knowe what people they be & what they 
meane : or 1 whether they be frendes or enemyes, and 
who is chefe ouer them.' ' Syr/ quod y* two knyghtes, The king of 

J ^ J , , Navarre's knights 

4 e we wyll not go thether, for we knowe not whether fear to approach 

w , the new-comers. 

they be oure enemyes or not* / wheu the kynge of 
Nauerne vnderstode that those knyghtes nor none other 
wolde go thether he was sorowful / as the kyng was 
8 thus deuysynge / thether came the two knyghtes of the Qioriand and 
fayrey, Gloryand and Malabron / then Glory and sayd / to Mm, 

and bring com* 

'syr, 2 kyng of Nauerne, kynge Huon of Burdeaux hath mands from Huon 
sent vs to you, and commaundeth you that ye make peas with Kh^* 0 " 

12 betwene you & kynge Guaryn, for he wyll gyue his Gu * ryiu 
doughter Claryet to your nephue Florence, who is the 
fayrest lady of y* world ' / when the kynge of Nauerne 
vnderstode the 8 two messangers sente fro kynge Huon, 

16 he was ryght ioyful / and commaunded all his lordes to 
go with hym to kynge Huon / they obeyed his com- 
maundement and rode with hym tyll 4 he came before with an his lords 

ha goes to Huon'e 

the ryche pauylyon of kynges Huons / wheras they tent, 

20 alyghted and were wel re 6 ceyued ; then the kynge of 
Nauerne saluted kynge Huon / who sayde, ' syr, ye be 
welcome' / Hhen y* kynge of Nauerne knelyd downe 
before kynge Huon & sayde, 'syr, I am redy to ful- and ode™ to do 

24 fyll your pleasure : ' then Gloryand toke the kyng of hl§ pUa * ar *' 
Nauerne by the arme and reysyd hym vp / and set hym 
downe by kynge Huon and Esclaramonde : then kynge Huon sends for 
Huon sente for kynge Guaryn / who incontynent came KlnffQumi7,u 

28 to hym accompanyed with a .M. knyghtes / 1 when he 
was come he saluted kyng Huon and sayde, ' syr, ye 
be 6 welcome into my countre of Aragon, the whiche I 
offer to you to do therwith at your pleasure / and, syr, 

32 all that ye haue commaunded me to do by your two Guaryn also pro- 

mites to submit 

knyghtes I am redy to acomplysshe/ and there he to Huon, and 
shewed 7 all wepynge 7 to kynge Huon / the occasyon causes or the war. 

1 and. * omitted. 3 these. 4 vntill. 
• Fol. clxviii. back, col. 1. fl are. l-i after Huon. 
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Huon tells him 
how Clariet is 
his daughter, 
and will marry 
Florence. 



Ottaryn 
his gnat Joy, 



Queen Eeclara- 
monde longs to 
see her daughter. 



of the wane, and of his sone Florence, who for the loue 
of a new found damoysell was put in pryson, wherof 
he repented him, for he said 1 * there was not a fayrer 
damoysell in the worlde, & for the loue of her 4 
Florence, my son, is departed fro me, & I thynke 
I shall neuer se hym more.' 'Syr 2 kynge Guaryn/ 
quod Huon, 'know for trouth 1 shortely ye shall se 
them both come hether to me / for I wyli mary them & 
together: the damoysell is my doughter, and 8 hathe 
to 3 name 4 Claryet / and I wyll ye knowe she is 
noble and issued of a royall lynage / 6 none more noble 
in this countre / she hathe bought her desteny ryght 12 
derely' / when kynge Guaryn knew that the noble 
damoysel was doughter to kynge Huon, and that he 
wolde make a maryage betwene her and his sone 
Florence, and that they shulde come thether shortely / 16 
he was neuer so ioyfull in all his lyfe before : then he 
knelyd downe before kynge Huon, and cryed hym 
marcy, 6 and sayde / i a, syr, howe maye it be that in 
myne old dayes suche a grace may come to me, as to 20 
haue againe my dere sone / & that the noble damoysel 
whome I haue done so moche yll vnto shall be his 
wyfe.* Then kyng Huon rose vp and sayd / 'syr 7 
kynge, h&ue no doubte but that ye shall haue your sone / 24 
for I canne not so sone wysshe for hym / but they shall 
be 8 with me 8 where soeuer they be in the world ' / wher 
of all they that were presente had great maruayle / 
' syr,' quod the quene Esclaramonde, * when shal the 28 
owre come that I myght* se my dere* doughter 
Claryet / 10 syr, ye knowe well 1 1 11 am come 11 hether 
with you for none other cause : ' 'dame,' 12 quod Huon, 
1 ye shall se her shortely.' 32 



1 that. 2 omitted. «-» her. 4 is. • there is. 
• Fol. elxviii. back, col. 2. t noble. *-* both here. 
8 may. 10 and. u ~ u came. 12 madame. 
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% How Florence and Claryet aryued & 1 theyr 
company, and came to kynge Huon, and of 
the great ioye that was made at theyr com- 
ynge / and there 2 they were wedded together 
and the peas confermyd betwene y e two 
kynges. Ca. C.lxxii. 

• Hen kynge Huon sawe the q[ue]nne 
his wyf e wepe his harte tendered and Huon is touched 
sayde / ' a, my dere doughtcr Claryet, grief for the ab- 
great petye I haue of you and of •" M * ofcUritfc » 
Florence the hardy. I wysshe you and expreeeee his 
12bothe and all your company here at the porte on the and Florence 

richly apparelled 

see-syde / as rychely aparayled as euer was quene or in bis preoenee. 
prynces departynge out of theyr house to be maryed / 
& that with you there be ladyes and damoyselles 
16 rychely aparayled : and of the fayrest that be in my 
realme of the fayrey ' : he had no soner made his wysshe 
but that shyppes and galeys aryued at the porte: & straightway they 

_ i arrive In ships, 

anone Florence and Claryet were in the medow rychely amid melodious 
20 acompanyed with trompettys : tabours : 4 harpes : 
vyalles : and lutes and all other instruments, the 
which sowned so melodyously that it semyd to all the 
herers that they were rauysshed into paradyse, & also 
24 there were ladyes and damoyselles & knyghtes of the 
fayrey syngynge ryght swetely / the herers semyd 6 to 
be aungelles of paradyse / and they were aparayled 
richely, 6 garnisshed with precyous stones, so that with 
28 y* sonne strykynge 7 on 8 them : they shynyd 9 in such 
wyse that who souer had sene them wold haue thought 
that god and all the court of paradyse had bene there 
assembelyd / thus Florence came with .iii. M. men sooo men hear 

Florence oom« 

32 makynge great ioye. After 10 came rydynge y* fayre pany, and curiet 

1 there with. 2 how. 3 Fol. clxix. col. 1. 
4 omitted. 6 thought them. 6 and. T shining. 
• rpon. 9 glittered. 10 him. 
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toMowtridfngon Claryet on 1 a ryche palfrey ambelynge, so fresshely 

a rich palfrey, 

harnaysyd 2 and rychely aparayled that in all the worlde 
there was none suche : the harnays 3 hangynge full of 
4 belles of syluer 4 / makynge so swete a noyse that 4 
mamayle it was to here them : yf I shulde dyscryue 
the beautye & ryches that was on her palfrey, it shulde 
with two fltfry be to longe to reherse / this lady Claryet *was acorn- 

ladlee, Morgan 

and Oriand. panyed with .ii. notable ladyes of the fayrey / tbe one was 8 

Morgan, and the other Oryand* / who came syngynge 
AfUr these oome after Claryet. Then after came the lady Transelyne 

Traneelyne and 

many dameeb of with many daraoysels of ye fayrey / great loye there 

fairy *land> 

was made: 7 then kynge Huon sayd to Esclaramonde 12 
his wyfe / ' dame, 8 it is tyme that ye depart, for I se 
yonder comynge to 9 vs 10 warde !0 my doughter Claryet 
and Florence 1 / wben Esclaramonde harde tiiat she was 
ryghte ioyfull for the great desyre that she had to se 16 
Huon and Eeciara- her doughter : the quene went forth hyely 11 acorn- 

inonde go to meet . , 

Florence and panyed / then kynge Huon & the other .ii kynges with 
&tMgk all theyr companyes, with baners dysplayed with great 

ioye & treumphe wente to mete Florence and Claryet : 20 
ye may well thynke that kynge Guaryn had great ioye 
of the comynge of his sone, and sawe suche an assemble 
mete there together to receiue him. he deuoutly thanked 
our lord 12 Iesu christ. 12 Thus these kynges & prynces 24 
wente to mete these .ii. yonge parsons rychely acom- 
panyed / so 7 great ioy had Claryet when she saw the 
quene her mother before her that 7 she wepte for in- 
warde ioye that she had / & when the quene sawe her 28 
Huon and hie doughter she enbrased and kissed her often tymes, and 
dan^hur. 1 **^ of a great season none of them coud speke to other, 
10 theyr hartes were so ouer come 10 for ioye / then kynge 
Huon came & toke his doughter out of the quenes 32 
armes / and kyssed her mo then .xx. tymes / Then 

1 vpon. 8 garnished. 8 armour. 4 — 4 siluer bels. 
6 Fol. clxix. col. 2. 8 Glorianda. 7 and. 8 Madame. 
8 towarde. 10 - 10 omitted. 11 nobly. u - u god. 
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kynge Guaryn came to 1 Florence & sayd, ' dere sone, I KingOnarynaaka 

pardon of his son 

haue sore 2 trespassed agaynst you / in that wrongfully Florence 
I put you into my presone / 8 1 complayne greatly to 

4 you of your vncle the kynge of Nauerne who hath 
wasted your countre ' / ' syr/ quod Florence, ' I requyre 
you 4 pardon my vncle / 5 reason is 6 that I shulde be 
content that peas 7 be made betwen you / and, syr, I 

8 requyre 8 you 4 gyue me this damoysel in maryage.' 
'son/ quod kynge 6 Guaryn: be in suerte 9 ye shall Go*ryn promiMt 

, . , , / ,,,, . Umt 1m Bhall 

haue her & none other / for a more noble lady can not many ciariat. 
be founde in this 6 .x. realmes ' / ' syr/ quod Florence, 

12 1 1 thank e you' / 8 thus these .ii companyes ioyned to- 
gether / and the kynge of Nauerne came to his nephue The king of 
Florence, and enbrasyd hym and sayd / 'fayre nephue, eoma« a P and «n- 
of your retourne I am ryghte ioyous ,10 / ' syr/ quod he, hTl^e|^lnr! nC, * 

16 1 1 am well plesed witA the peas that is made betwene 
my father and you ' / Thus they rode tyll 11 they came 
to the tentes & there alyghtyd / then kynge Huon 
called the other two kynges and sayde / ' syrs, howe 

20 saye you, wyll ye abyde by myne aduyce and put into 
myne handes the dyscorde that hathe bene betwene 
you 1 ' / they answeryd* they were content to do as he 
wold haue them. Then kyng Huon sayd / * syrs, then 

24 my wyll is that peas and acorde be betwene you and all 

yours ' / and they lyberally agreed therto, wherof kyng Tbatwojdngi 
Huon was ioyfull. Then kynge Huon desyred Florence 
to shewe his aduenture, and how he was rescued by 

28 sorbare. Then Florence shewed ai his aduentures : 8 y* Fiownotwdttt 

hit idTtntnm. 

other kynges were ryght ioyfull to here it, and all other 
that harde it, and 12 greatly praysed 18 Sorbare for his 
dede : and 14 honorid hym greatly 6 and made hym great Bortaratofmtiy 

J ° J J ° honouradandla 

32 feaste 16 and chere / and caused hym to be chrystened. bapttiad. 

1 vnto. 8 much. • and. 4 to. 8 it is. 

6 omitted. 7 Fol. olxix. back, col. 1. 8 desire. 

• that. w ioyfull. 11 vntill. 18 dyd. u praise. 
M moch. 15 feasting. 
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Then kyng Huon sayd to the .ii. kynges, 1 Syrs, I wyll 
that presently echo of yon do pardon other 1 all yll 
wyll.' 'Syr/ quod they, 'we are redy to do it,' & so 
echo of them enhrasyd other / wherof kyng Huon had 4 
great ioye, and so had all other lordys and knyghtes 
that were there assembelyd / 2< syr 2 kynge Guaryn,' 
quod Huon / 'incontynent I wyll that your sone 
Hwm girt* Florence haue 8 my doughter in maryage / and I geue 8 

Flore no Mid * w , '* 

curirt thrM them the citye of Burdeaux / Blames / & Geronyl, and 

citi— . 

all the apendantes therto belongynge' / when kinge 
Guaryn hard the offer that kynge Huon 4 made to his 
sone Florence he thankyd hym *with good harte, 6 and 12 
so dyd all the other lordes / who alowed greatly that 
maryage. 6 Kynge Guaryn, 2 when he 2 saw the honour, 
loue, and courtoysye that 7 Huon dyd to Florence his 
sone, he knelyd downe and sayde / 'syr, my chylde 16 
and yours I comytte into your handes / vse them at 
your pleasure ' / then by consente of bothe fathers they 
were fyaunsed 8 and spowsed together all in one daye / 
Th«BuuTtag«u the fest and solempnyte of this maryage endured 20 

■oltrantxed with ... , . , , , _ _ t 

mocfa fctutitj. .viii. dayes / the kynge of Nauerne gaue to* Florence 
his realme of Nauerne to possede 10 and enioye after his 
discease : of the fe3tes and iustes and tournays that was 
made that .viii. dayes I make no mencyon therof, for it 24 
were ouer longe to reherse / then kynge Huon gaue his 
doughter 2 Claryet 2 .xxx. somers charged with gold & 
great ryches / wherby the ioye encressyd of all partyes / 
then the lordes and the other people of Aragon came to 28 
kynge Huon, and all wepynge they desyryd hym to 
haue petye and compassyon of them / and that he myght 
fynd some meanes that they myght haue some re- 
compense for y* great hurtes & damages that they had 32 
receyuyd by reason of the warre betwene these .ii. 

» of. a ~* omitted. 3 Fol. olxix. back, col. 2. 4 had. 
*-* hartely. 8 When. T Kinge. 8 wedded. 
8 vnto. 10 poaaeHS. 
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kynges, wherby they were nere dystroyed by the 
Nauernoys / whew queue Esclaramond hard y* people 
complayn / she enbrased her husband and sayd / ' syr, 
i I requyre 1 you for y* loue of our 2 chyldren / to haue 
petye of this people who requyrethe for ayde / for in 
you is all theyr trust ' / ' dame/ 3 quod Huon, * I shall 
incontynent shew what grace 4 1 shal 8 do for the loue of 
8 you.' then kyng Huon commaunded all the peopei to 
knele downe, 6 then he sayd / 4 syrs, all ye that be here 
assembelyd, to y* entent that ye shall not thinke that 
the thynge that I wyll do shuld be any wychecrafte or 

12 yllusyon / but that it is by y* wyll of our lorde Iesu 
chryst / the gyfte that kynge Oberon gaue me or 7 he 
dyed, the which was all the pusaunce & dyngnyte that 
he had in all the fayrey of the worlde / therfore knowe 

16 that by the pusaunce and dyngnyte that our lorde 8 Iesu 
chryst 8 made kynge Oberon my predyssessor to gyue 
me / I will that this realme of Aragon, wheras it hath Huon mimcu- 

lously restore* all 

had domage by reason of the warre, so that the realme the damage that 

'"* \Xi% war haa 

20 is sore brent 9 and wastyd, 6 1 wyll that it be agayne in wrought in 
the same case as it was before any warre began, and Amgaa * 
that all castelles and houses brente 9 or beten donne be 
better .iii tymes then they were before / and I wyll 

24 that fro hensforthe euery man serue god & thanke hym 
of this grace that he hathe sente you ' / then he lyfte 
vp his hande and blessyd all the people with the syngne Hebieeees ail the 

people. 

of the crosse / 6 as gone as he had done his blessynge 
28 euery thynge was as he had deuysed thrughe 10 all the 
realme. Thus was y* wyll of 11 our lorde 11 Iesu chryste 
at the instaunce and prayer of 12 noble kynge Huon. 

% Howe kynge Huon and quene Esclaramond 
32 departed, and howe he gaue great 18 gyftea 

1 desire. * your. 8 Madame. 4 Fol. olxx. ool. 1. 

* will. • and. » before. »~ 8 god. 9 burnt. 

» out omitted. u the. u rieh. 
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to 1 the two kyuges, and to al other lordis 
and ladyes, & damoyselles / and of the 
sorowe that was betwene the mother and 
the doughter at theyr departynge. 4 

Ca. C.lxxiii. 

, Hen kenge Huon had made his prayers 
to our lorde 8 Iesu chryBt, 8 and that his 
bone 4 was graunted, he thankyd god / 8 
suche festes, instys and tournays as 
was made there duryenge the fest / 
was neuer sene nor harde of in no 5 cronycle here 
Huon pr«i»m to before / then kynge Huon made hym redy to depart© / 12 

return to fairy- 

land. 8 he gaue gyftes or 7 he departed to them that were 

there, & specyally to Sorbare, to whome he recom- 
maunded his doughter Claryet, and desyred hym not to 
leue her / ' syr/ quod Sorbare, ' the great loue that 116 
haue to you constraynethe me neuer to forsake her nor 
them that shall come of her, as long as lyfe is in my 
body' / when que[ne] Esclaramond vnderstode the 
departynge of her lorde Huon / & sawe that she must 20 
leue her doughter, she had great sorowe at her harte, 
and so all wepyng she came to her doughter, and 
sayde / 'ryghte dere doughter, ye ought greatly to 
thanke our lorde god 8 Iesu chryst 8 in that he hathe 24 
cast you out of so many parayles, & nowe to haue great 
honoure, & to be exalted lyke a rych & a 8 pusant lady / 
shegivwciariet therfore, always set your harte on god, & serue* & loue 

him ; be lyberall to them that be poore / nor mocke no 28 
parsone 10 / nor be no iangeler agaynst your husbond / 
nor harken to non yl sayers, 11 fle fro flaterers / loue 
your husbond, kepe youreselfe alwayes trewe / to the 
entente thai none yll reporte be made of you. Marke 32 

1 vnto. 8 Fol. clxx. col. 2. *—* god. 4 request. 
6 any. • and. 7 before. 8 omitted. 
9 feare. 10 body. u lyera. 



Efldanmonde 
weepe at leaving 
her daughter. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ca. clxxiii.] op huon's return to pairt land. 



689 



wel this doctryne / for I can not tell yf euer I shall se 
you agayne or not.' when the fayre Claryet hard her 
mother, sodaynely she began to wepe, and sayd / 

I 1 0 my ryght dere lady and mother, y* departyng 
of you & of the kyng my father fro me oughte sore to 
greue me, syn we haue ben together so lytel 1 a seson* / 
for your 8 departynge is to me so greuable that yt 

8 ys great payne to me to here it ' / then the mother and 
the doughter clyppyde and kyssyd ech other mo then 
.xx. tymes, and oftener wold haue don & 4 kyng Huon 
had not bene / for then he toke his doughter Claryet Hoon tendtriy 

takes 1**t8 of his 

12 in his armes and kyssyd her often tymes, tenderly daughter, 
wepynge, By cause he knewe well he shulde neuer 
se her after 6 ; then he lyfte vp his hande and gaue her 
and her husbonde his blyssyng, and shewyd them 

16 many fayre ensamples and doctrynes. Then the noble 
quene Esclaramonde knelyd downe & prayed kyng 
Huon, hyr husband, that he wold counsell and aduer- 
tyse them what they shuld do. ' dam/ 6 quod Huon, 

20 ' ryse vp, for suche petye I haue of them and of you 
that nere hand my harte faylethe me / 7 1 tary here 
oner 8 longe / 9 1 muste nedys departe ; come hether my 10 
doughter and kysse me / and sone Florence, with you I 

24 leue my doughter / kepe her well as longe as god wyll 
suffer her to be with you ' / then kyng Huon toke leue 
of the two kynges, who were ryght sorowfull of his 
departynge / and he desyeryd then alwayes to be good 

28 louers together / and so toke his leue, and sayde, * I 

wysshe myself e and 11 my quene, and all my company, He »uh«t himeeif 

and his oompany 

to be in my palays of Momure' / he had no soner in his p*u« of 
spoken the word but that he was there / and sodaynly *dd^*^kT 
32 he u vanysshed fro the two kynges, wherof they and all * W * J * 
other were greatly abasshyd, so that they wyst not 

1 small. * time. * Fol. olxx. back, ool. 1. 4 if. 
6 againe. 6 Madame. 7 and. 8 too. 9 for. 
w deere. 11 omitted. 
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Oa*ryn dies. 



and Florence U 
crowned king. 



Clariet becomes 
the mother of a 
fidr daughter. 



what to saye, ^they had thought it had bene but a 
dreme, but by the 2 reason of the great giftes and richea 
that he had lefte behynd him amonge them. Then 
after al these thynges done the kynge of Nauerne toke 4 
leue of kynge Guaryn, and departed ; and his nephue 
Florence rode with hym .iiii 8 leges, and then retourned 
to courtoyse, to Claryet his wyfe, and there they 
taryed two monethes in great ioy and solas. Then after 8 
a sartayne space kyng Guaryn, who was *sore agyd 4 
and auncyente, toke a sykenes, wherby he passyd out 
of this world / for whose dethe Florence his sone, and 
Claryet^ wept many a salt tere. Then he was buryed 12 
with great solemnyte / Hhen by all the lordes and peers 
of the realme Florence was chosen & crowned kynge, 
and Claryet quene / great solempnyte and ioy was 
made at theyr coronacyon. Thus with great ioye 16 
& gladnes Florence and Claryet were together, so that 
at the laste Claryet was great witA chylde / wherof 
Florence and all the noblemen and comons of the 
realme were ioyfull, & thankyd our lord 8 Iesu chryste. 5 20 
and when the tyme came the quene was brought 
a bedde of a fayre doughter, wherof bo the father and 
mother were 6 ioyfull / the whiche ioye withiw a whyle 
after tornyd to sore wepynge & great heuynes, as ye 24 
shall here after/ 7 

% How quene Claryet was brought a bed 
of a doughter / at which delyueraunce the 
quene dyed / and howe when the yonge 28 
damoysell cam to the age of .xv. yere, 
the king her father wolde haue had her 
in maryage, wher with al his lordes were 
sore trowbelyd. Ca. C.lxxiiii. 32 

1 and. 1 omitted. » Fol. clxx. back, col. 2. 
*- 4 rerie old. god. 6 right. T hereafter. 
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Hen kyng Florence was aduertysyd that 
his quene was delyuered of a doughter, 
he thankyd god / the chyld was borne 
to the christenynge in to the chefe 
church, and was namyd yde ; the ioy Tm child is 
of the comyng of this chyld cost derely to the quene 
her mother, for by reason of the payne that she enduryd 
8 she departed out of this lyfe, and so dyed / y e chylde ciariet die* at her 
was brought to kynge Florence ; 2 when he sawe her he Wrth * 
was ioyfull,and demaundyd how her mother dyd / and 
they thought that the mater coude not be hyden 
12 nor kepte secrete, they sayd / ' syr, your quene is 
departed to god* / when the kynge harde that he 
fell downe in a swoune, so that euery man fered he had 
bene dede / 2 when he came to hymselfe he sayd / 'a, Fioreno* gr\%™ 

much for her. 

16 my ryghte dere louer, 8 in an yll oure ye were borne ; 
for your sake I had forgoten all payne, and thought to 
haue lined in rest with you / me thynke ye be rauysshed 
& stollen awaye fro me / a, false deth, thou arte hardy 

20 to take fro me that thynge that 4 I 6 louyd best / the 
most fayrest, most trewest, and most 6 swetest creature 
leuynge 9 J then his lordes came and comforted hym ; 
the cryes, complayntes, and wepynges rose thrughe 7 

24 the citye, all ladyes, and damoyselles, & 6 burgesses, and 
maydens, and all the comons made great lamentacyons ; 
that nyght the quene was wachyd, & the nexte moro- 
ynge, with great cryes & wepynges, the quene was 

28 borne into y e chefe churche ; her obsequy was done 

notably, and so layd in a rych sepulture / y* sorow that curi«tubarud. 
the kynge made was neuer none such sene / the kyng 
was vysyted by y* lordes of his realme, but they coude 

32 not cause hym to take any solas, but alonly to go now 
and then to se his dere doughter, y* lady yde / and 
euer when he sawe her his sorowe renewyd / 2 she was 

1 Fol. clxxi. col. 1. 2 and. 8 Loue. 4 which. 
6 Fol. clxxi. col. 2. • omitted. 7 throughout. 
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i<w u brought up wel noryashed and broughte vp, and when she came to 
in much luxury. ^ ^ 0 £ xv y ere she was beautyfull / wyse, and 

sage, for she was brought vp with .iiii. noble ladyes, 
and ordered as it apartayned to a kynges chylde / x her 4 
father, kynge Florence, louyd her so well that he coud 
nener be satysfyed with lokyng vpon her / oftentymes 
he kyssed her holdynge her in his amies, he wolde 
neuer mary agayne for lone of her / so moche grew and 8 
encreased this noble lady 2 yde, that she came to the age 
At fifuen y«ar« of of .xv. yere complete / the fresshe beautey & bounte 
*^ niroeau^^ ^ras in her, yf I shulde dyscryue it, it shuld* be 

oner long to reherse, but I dare wel say that in beauty 12 
as then she passyd all other women of y* worlde / for 
god & nature had employed al theyr study to forme 
her / ther was neuer 4 man that saw her but that 9 
h«t father fail, tn louyd her, & so dyd her father ; so that on a day the 16 
iorewtthh«r. ^jqq had his lordes aboute hym / 'the one of them 
was Sorbaro, 6 whome the kyng louyd derely / l the 
kynge, seyng his °doughter yde growe and encrese 
H«propoM«to in all vertues / he sayde to his lordes / 'syrs, it were 20 
•h«iid marry b * good that there were some wyfe found out for me / 
* gmin * whome I wyll mary yf any suche can be found in all 

condycyons lyke to her that I had before 9 / when 
his lordes harde the kynge they were ioyful in that the 24 
kyng wolde mary agayne / Alas, they knewe not the 
kynges inward entencyon / but shortely after they 1 
knew it, wherby moche yll and myschefe came after, 8 
and many a man slaine, and many a churche brente 28 
B* eaiu an hit as ye shall here after 10 / Then the kynge wrote and 

lords to him In 

council. sente to all hys lordys and knyghtes of his realme 

to com to his court at a daye assyngnyd ; 1 when they 
were al com to the palays ther they founde the kynge, 32 

1 and. % omitted. 8 would. 4 any. 
*-* and Sorbare was amonge them. 
6 Fol. clxxi. back, col. 1. 7 the kynge. 1 afterward. 
9 burnt. 10 hereafter. 
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who humbley reseyuid them, and made them great 
fest, 1 & had them to dynei withe hym / when the 
dyner was done / the kyng and all his lordys went 

4 in to a gardeyne, were as y* kynge wolde kepe hys 
counseyU ; * when they were all there and the kynge 
set in his sete, he sayde / ' syrs, ye know well I haue 
no mo children but a doughter, who hathe bene desyred 

8 in maryage by dyuers kynges and prynces / but I 
wolde not consent to mary her / nor I thought not to 
niary myselfe for 8 loue of her mother, whome I so 
derely louyd / but now I am 4 in wyl to be maryed 4 
12 and to take a wyfe / so 6 she be semblable to her that is 
departed / and therfore I haue sente for you to shewe 
you my wyll and pleasure. ' when his lordes hard hym 
they wer ioyfull, & sayd / 'syr, knowe for trouthe The lord* approve 

bit proposal to 

16 there is no woman leuynge in chrystendome that 6 yf ye many a second 
wyll haue her, ye shal, yf she be neuer so fayre or so Um *' 
bye 7 a parage 7 / & therfore, syr, thynke in your selfe 
whether ye wyll that we shall go to get you a wyfe.' 

20 8 'Syrs,' quod the kynge, 'in this matere ye shall 
not nede to take *great payne 9 / for y # wyfe that I wyl 
haue is not far 10 hence ; it lyethe in me to haue her yf 
I lyst' / 'syr,' quod the lordes, 'wyl it please you 

24 to name her that shal be so happy' / 'syrs,' quod 

y* kyng, ' it is my doughter yde whome I wyl take to He announce! hi* 
my wyfe, for the great loue that I had to her mother 9 / wedding id*, 
when the lordes hard that they regardyd 11 eche other / 

28 blessyng them selues of the orryble and detestable The lords are 

horror-stricken, 

wordes of the kyng, and beheld 12 him maruaylously. 

Then Sorbare, who was of the kynges preuy counsaile, and sorbar* 

reproach ei him 

began to speke, and sayde / ' a, syr, god f orbede that for meditating eo 

unnatural • crime. 

32 suche a shame shulde come to you / for it is worse then 

1 feasting. 8 and. 8 the. 4 ~ 4 minded to marie. 

6 that 6 but. 7 ~ 7 of Lyneage. 
8 Fol. clxxi. back, col. 2. 9-8 any paiuee. 10 from. 
u beheld. 18 looked on. 
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bogery 1 to hym that wyll polute his owne proper 
blode 8 by hymselfe engendered / ye shulde not be 
worthy to syt in a chayre royall / 8 ye ought to be the 
myrrour & ensample to other men how they shulde 4 
lyue / wyll you then breke the law that god hath genen 
V8 / put fro you that crewelte, ye shall fynde no man 
wyll prayse you in your so doynge or thynkynge' / 
when the kyng hard sorbare he beheld hym sore, 4 and 8 
sayd / ' sorbare, knowe for trouthe but that I fynde* 
myselfe moche bounde to 6 you, I wolde stryke of thy 7 
hede / and there is no man that speketh to the con- 
trary / but I shal put hym to dethe.' Then all the 12 
lordes ^together sayde to the kynge / ' syr, do as ye 
lyst 8 / Sorbare hathe sayd as a noble man ought to do, 
for yf ye do otherwyse ye ar not worthy to bere a 
crowne ' / & so helde theyr peas ; they durst speke no 16 
more for fere of him, & also bycause they thought 
suerly 8 the deuyl was within hym to moeyon 10 such 
a 11 mater / when y* kynge hard the wyl of his lordes / 
id« is rammon«d hastely 18 he sent for his doughter / who came with 20 
a smy^lynge countenaunce, not knowynge 14 the vn- 
reasonable wyll of the kynge her father / 8 when she 
came before hym she knelyd downe / the kynge toke 
her vp & set her bytwene his armes, and kyssed her 24 
more then .xx. tymes / the lady knewe no thynge 
15 y* kynge8 16 entencyon none other wyse but that she 
thought he dyd it but as a father ought to do with his 
chylde. the lordes then 16 sayd softely one to another / 28 
' A, vnhappy kynge, his thoughtes be farre vnlyke to 
his doughters / for yf she were here alone he wolde dys- 
honest 17 her, althoughe he 18 be her 18 owne father 80 ' / 

1 heathen. * Daughter. 5 and. 4 angerly. 
6 hold. 8 vnto. 7 your. s please. 9 that 
10 any. 11 omitted. M hastely after Daughter. 
» Fol. clrxii. col. 1. 14 of. her father's. 

16 then after chyld. 1T dishonour. 18 she. 
19 his. 10 doughter. 
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y* kynge, seynge his doughter yde so excellent fayre, he 
sayde to hymselfe 1 without he hadde his doughter in 
maryage he shulde dye for 2 rage / 8 the kynge behelde 

4 her, and made her to syt downe hy hym, and sayde, 
'my dere doughter, ye are as an orpheline on the 
mothers syde / wherfore I haue great petye of you that 
ye haue lost her / and ye resemble so moche your 

8 mother / that I thyncke when I se you in the face that 
I se her before me, wherfore 4 I loue you the better, 
and therfore 5 it is my wyll to take you to my wyfe, Re uiu h«r hia 
•for other then you I wyll none wed.' 6 

12 % Of the great sorow that the damoysel 7 yde 
made when she harde her father how he 
wolde haue her in maryage / and howe by * 
the meanes of a noble lady and Sorbare, 

16 she departed at midnyght, & went at the 
aduenture that god wolde sende her. 

Ca. C.lxxv. 

Pen y* damoysel 7 hard her father her 
fresshe red couloure *in her face* 
became pale & wan, 8 she cast downe i<w growt p*]« at 
her loke to the erthe, & sayd, ' a, my 
ryght dere fader, take hede what ye 
24 say, f or yf ye be hard of them that be here presente / 
ye shall be greatly blamed. 1 Then the damoysel 7 wold 
haue resen vp to haue gone fro her father, but the 
kyng toke her by the hand, and sayd, 1 My doughter, 
28 make no daunger nor refuse to folowe my wyll / for ye 

sle me for the loue that I bere you' / then all the n» lords kind 

btfort Flortnot, 

lordys knelyd downe before the kyng, and helde vp 

1 that 8 with. 3 and. 4 and therefore. 

* for this cause, 
for I will haue none other in manage. 7 Damsell. 
• Fol. olxxii. col. 2. omitted. 
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to hare pity on 
himaalf and on 
hia daughter. 



Bat Florae* i« 
obduraW. 



Ida rwolraa to 
•soap* from bar 
fatter. 



theyr handes / and desyred the kynge for hia owne 
welthe and honour that he wolde haue petye of hym- 
aelfe & of hia doughter, and that he wold neuer thynke 
to do suche a dede / for yf he dyd he ahulde neuer be 4 
set by after: when the kynge harde his lordes how 
they reeoned with hym to haue tourned his mynde / he 
answered as a man full of felony 1 2 and Ire, and aayd, 
that in the dyspyte of them all, whether they wolde or 8 
not, he wolde haue her to his wyf e / and that yf there 
were any so hardy 8 to speke to hym to the contrary, he 
wolde cause them to dye a shamefull dethe / and he 
sore rebukyd them / when the dam oy sell hard her 12 
father so speke to 4 his lordes and knyghtes / then she 
saw well y* dysordynate* loue of her father / then 9 she 
began to wepe, and sayde, '0 very 7 god, I shall be 
ehamyd & lost for euer yf he take me to his wyfe / for 16 
both of vs cannot scape without dampnacyon ' / then 
she thought in 8 herself e that yf she coude in any wyse 
scape she wyll 9 fie a waye so farre of that there shuld 
neuer 10 tydynges be harde of her. Then the kynge 20 
sente her into her chambre wttA her maydens, who 
were sorowfull and dyscomforted when they harde of 
that mater / for the kynge had commaunded them to 
kepe her well / and to ordayne a bayenge 11 for her, 24 
bycause y* next day he wold mary her / when the 
damoysel yde was in her chaumbre she callyd to her 
an auncyent lady, who had bene her mastres, 1 * then she 
voyded all other out of her chaumbre, and made 28 
semblaunte to slepe / and when she sawe that all other 
were gone she knelyd downe and held vp both her 
handys before the lady, and all wepynge aayd / ' a, my 
ryght dere lady and mastres, 18 I com to you as a poore 32 

1 villany. f Fol. clxxii. back, col. 1. 8 as. 



9 would. 10 any. 11 rich bed. u mbtresse and. 



4 vnto. 



6 inordinate. 



6 and. 



r good. 



8 within. 



13 Mistresse. 
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orphelyn without father or mother / my mother is ded she taint cooumi 

with U» old 

as ye knowe well / but he that shulde be my father mutn»* ofh«r 
wold be my husbond / y # whiche is a thyng that the 
4 erthe oughte not to bere nor sustayne them that wolde 
lyue in suche maner, and therfore, dere mastres, 1 coun- 
sayle and ayde this poore dyscomforted orphelyne, and 
helpe me that I myghte be out of j* syghte of hym 
8 that * ought to be my father / for I had rather go into 
a* farre countre and 4 to lyue in pouerte / then to ends 
my dayes withe hym in doynge of such a dede, and at 
the end to be dampnyd and loste.' when the olde 

12 lady, who was ryght noble & sage, harde the petuous* 
complaint of the damoysel yde, whom she had norysshed 
& brought vp, she answeryd and sayde / ' my ryghte 
dere doughter, for the great loue that I bere you I 

16 shall ayde and counsayle you and brynge you out of 
this doughte / as somtyme dyd my brother, Peter 
of Aragon, to the lady Claryet your mother / he rescued 
her out of the handes of the sarasyns wheras 6 she was 

90 in ioperdy of her lyfe / for all your father I shal not let 
to ayde you.' when the damoysell yde hard the good 
wyll of the lady how she wold ayde her / all wepynge she 
kyst her 7 mouth and eyen, 7 and sayde / 'a, my ryght 

84 dere mother / y* goodnes that ye do to me god rewarde 
you 1 / for it lyeth not in me' / then the old lady 
issued out of her chaumbre and lefte the lady yde sore 9 
pensyue, and went into Sorbares chaumbre / who was n* old dun* 

28 as then in the palays, for he was of the kynges preuy chamfer, 
counsayle / 10 when he came to his chaumbre & found 
the lady there, he demaundyd what aduenture had 
brought her thether / y* lady drew hym apart and 

'32 shewyd hym the request and prayer of the damoysell artttu^Maor 
yde / wherof Sorbare, for the great petye 7 that 7 he had 

1 Mistrasse. * Fol. clxxii. back, col. 2. 3 some. 
* there. 6 pitiful!. • when. 7 ~ 7 omitted. 
• for it. • verie. 10 and. 
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of her he 1 began to wepe, and anoyded his chaumbre / 
the better to speke with the lady at his ease / then 2 
they deuysed together of dyuers thynges, and at last* 



concludyd / for the saluacyon 4 of the damoyseUes 4 
He offer* her body, that this auncyente lady shulde here to her the 

man's apparel, to 

that ide may aparaile of a man. and that at the oure of mydnyght 

disffiiiM hereelf 

therewith and she shulde aray e 6 her therwith / and then shew her 2 let 

run airay. 

her go out of the palays and come to the stable, were 8 



as she shall fynd me redy with the best horse that her 
father hath redy for her to lepe on. 6 

IT when the aunsyent lady vnderstode Sorbare, she 
was ryght ioyfull, and bought his counsayle good / 12 
2 then she departyd and made redy al the aparayll 
belongynge to a man / then she came to the damoysell 
ydes chambre, and shewed her the conclosyon that was 
taken betwene her and Sorbare / when the damoysell 16 
harde that she had great ioy at her hart, 2 she clypped 
and kyssed her / y* lady was glad when she sawe her 



The old dame somewhat recomforted, 7 and sayd / ' fayre lady, y # 

makee all arrange- 

menu, and ahowe kynge your father hathe ordayned for yon 8 a bayne • 20 



therfore go thether & bayne 9 with other damoyseUes, 

to the entent that the kyng do not suspects any thyng / 

and when ye haue bayned 10 yon a sartayne space lette 

your bed be made redy / and when ye are in your 24 

chaumbre go to youre bed / and then commaund me 

and all the damoyseUes to go and bayne 9 vb / and I 

shall kepe them there so longe a space that they shaU 

haue good lyst to slepe / and I shaU leue here by youre 28 

beddes syde all your mannes aparayle / 2 aray you 

therin, and then gyrte this sworde abought you / & put 

on your sporres / & when ye are out of the palays go to 

the stables, where ye shall fynd a hors redy for you.' 32 

Then they went in to the bayenge 11 chaumbre 12 in her 

1 omitted. 1 and. 8 they. 4 sauegard. 
6 Pol. clxxiii. col. 1. • vppon. T comforted. 
8 for you after bath. • bath. *° bathed. 11 bathing. 
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smoke redy to go into the bayenge 1 / 'all the other H«r mattm* 
damoyselles were ioyfull when they sawe her come bathing, 
thether / for they went 8 she had been gone to slepe 
i for 4 the dyspleasure that she had at her hart; then 
they 5 sayd one to another / 4 it seme the that our lady 
is well apaysed of her sorowe, me thy nke to morowe 
she shall be lady and quene ; 9 she shal be wyfe and 
8 doughter to y* kynge her father, the which is a thyng 
vnresonable' / then they came to her and bayned 6 her, 
and festyd her as moche as they myght / when the 
lady yde thought it was tyme to departe, she sayde to 

12 her mastres 7 and to the other damoyselles / howe she 

had bayned 8 her ynoughe, and that she wolde go into Bat »h« toon 
her chaumbre to slope / and bad all the other to go & £r ©nambor?* 
bayne 8 them / and that there shulde no mo go with her 

16 but two of them to bryng 9 her to bed, & she sayd 
to her mastres 7 that she shuld go and brynge her with 
the other 10 damoyselles / the whiche thynge they dyd 
gladly 11 / the damoysell departed and went into her 

20 chaumbre wrapped in a mantell of scarlet / when 
y' two damoyselles had brought her a 12 bed they toke 
leue of her, & departed and closed the dore after them, 
and then they went and bayned 6 them with other / 

24 and when the damoysell yde felte herself e all drye / 

she rose and arayed her in the mannes aparayle as well id. wh«n utt 
as she coude / and toke the sworde and gyrte it ap^i^and^rti 
abought her / & dyd on her sporres / 8 then she wente iJT.° rd * th * r 

28 to a great lowe wyndowe on y* gardayne syde, and 

there she lepte out into y* gardayne as preuely as she Sht Imp from tht 

window into tbt 

coud, and so wente 18 all alone 18 by the wall syde tyll 14 lardon, and go* 

tothoatabU, 

she came to the posterne / then she wente out towardes 
32 the stabyl / 8 when she came there she founds redy 16 

1 bathing. f and. 8 thought. 4 because of. 
8 FoL elxxili. col. 2. « bathed. 7 Mistreue. 8 bath. 
• haue. 10 omitted. u ioyfully. 18 to. 
along. " vntffl. " redy after hone. 
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whmibomu there 1 a hors in Sorbares hande / and at the arson 9 of 

nuuto rwwly tor 

lMrbysoriMra. the sadyll a bag full of brede and fleeshe, and two 
botelles of good wyne / then the damoysell toke tha 
horse, & without any worde spekynge she lepte vp 4 
quyckely; then Sorbare, all wepynge, sayde, 'My 
•dere doughter, god be thy gyde and bryng the to 
sauegarde / go thy waye and kepe the way on 4 thy 
lyfte hande / 5 folowe the see syde' / 'Syr/ quod she, 8 
'the goodnes that 1 ye hane shewed me god reward* 
you, in to whose sauegarde I commende you ' / thus 
departed this noble lady yde to eschewe and flee fro the 

sh« mak« for th« yll dyshordenate* wyll of her father / 'she entered in 12 

Jbrwt. 

to the forest, kepynge no hye waye / and so she rode 
.iii dayes alonge the wode tyll 7 she thought well that 
she was farre fro her countre. Nowe let vs leue 
spekynge of her tyll 7 8 tyme be* to retourne to her 16 
agayne, and let vs spoke of kyng fiorence her father. 

% How kyng Florence was sorowfull when he 
was aduerteysed of his doughters depart- 
ynge, who was aparayled lyke a man, and 20 
how shee came into almayne, and how she 
found sartayne theues in a forest, and how 
she came to Rome to the emperour lyke a 
squyre. Ca. Clxxvi. 24 

haue harde here before in this hystory 
howe kynge fiorence of Aragon wold 
haue his owne doughter, the damoy- 
sell yde in maryage agaynst the wyll 28 
of all his lordes and people ; after that 
he had spoken with her and commaundyd the bayne 10 

* omitted. « pommell. 8 Fol. clxxiii. back, ool. 1. 
4 vpon. 6 and. e dishonorable. T Tntill. 
»-* we hane occasion. 9 Fol. clxxiii. back, col. 2. 
w bath. 
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to be oideryd for her to the entente 1 the nexte daye to 
take 2 her in maryage / the nyght aprochyd, and after 
aupper the kynge wente to his bed / 'then the nexte 

4 mornynge betimes tidynges was brought to y - kyng 
how the kyng of Nauerne was come to se hym / the The king of 
kynge wente to mete with 4 him, and made hym great rttwormcT ° 
cbere, and so came together to the palays / and then 

8 incontynent it was shewed the kyng how his donghter Fioranet it toid <* 
was fled away, wherof y* kyng was so sorowfoll and 2££! ,Mrllt * r ^ 
angery that no man darste speke a worde to hym, *he 
went in to his dooghters chanmbre : there he found the 
12 lady es and damoyselles that had y* kepynge of her; 

y* kynge wolde haue ryn vpon them and* the kynge of in hi* wrath u 

would h&ra itoto 

Nauerne had not bene, who letted hym and blamed hym w maidens, h»4 
moche when he knewe the cause of her departynge / vi^^H^ 

16 and what y* kynge wolde haue done / then came the 
horse keper to the kynge, and sayde / how his good 
horse was stollen awaye the same nyght Then the 
kynge as a man desperate commaunded on all sydes 

20 men to ryde after, 6 and who soeuer coude brynge his 
doughter agayne or elles sure tydynges of her he 
promysed to gyue hym a .M. florences of gold / there 
were many that for loue of that mony rode f orthe, to h« ■ 

24 the nombre of .iiLC. ; they rode dyuers wayes, but 8m * 
there was none of them that coude brynge any newes 7 
of her / and so retorned to y* kyng, who was sorowfull 
when *he coude here no thyng of her / great wepynges 9 

28 there was 10 in y* city for 11 goynge awaye of the damoy- 
sel / for 12 fere that she had of her father, & rode vpon 
the good horse / in the daytyme she wolde rest her in 
the wodes, and in the nyght she wold ryde forthe. 

32 Thus she passyd all the prouynces of Aragon / 8 then 

» thai 1 have. 8 and. « omitted. « it 
• her. T tidings. 8 Fol. chtxiiii. ool. 1. 
• lamentations. 10 made. u the. 
u because of the. 
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she passed into Lombardy. of her iorneys and ad- 
uentures I wyll make no mencyon, because she founde 
no thynge by the waye to let her ; she rode so longe 
that she aprochyd to y e countre of almayne / When 4 
she came there her mony fayled her, wherby she was 
cowstrayned to selle her hors for money to lyue with 
all, and so wente afote / and at y* last came to the 
citye of Basyle, and ther she taryed a season, and ther 8 
dyspendyd her money / so longe she laye there that she 
harde howe the emperour of Rome sent for men all 
abought to ayde and socoure hym agaynst the kynge of 
castell, who made him great warre / when she sawe 12 
that many noble men were goynge to Rome to socour 
the emperour she was ioyfull, and sayd to her host that 
yf she had horse and harnays 2 she wolde go with 
other into the warre / and thought in 8 her selfe that 16 
she wold gladly be aquaynted with the emperour© 
of Rome, who was named Othow / 1 she thought yf she 
myght she wolde take counsayle of hym / 1 she dyd so 
moche that she fell in a quayntaunce witA some of the 20 
almayns / so that they were glad to se her / she semid 
to them to be so fayre 1 a yonge squyre / then an 
Almayne that was there sayd to 4 her / ' frende, come 
hether to me and shewe me what thou art ' / ' syr/ 24 
quod she, ' I am to hym that my seruyce may please / 
for I desyre nothynge but to serue some noble man / 
but 6 late I was in Aragon, and there I seruyd 6 a lord 
that is dcde / wherfore I am come hether for the 28 
dyspleasura that I haue of his dethe / 1 I can well 
serue a genttelman / and kepe his horse, and yf nede 
be to dryue his sompterhors / & if I come in batayle or 
in scyrmysshe with my mayster, I thynke he shall 32 
haue worse then I in his company 1 / the Almayne, 
herynge her so 7 speke, sayde, 'fayre sone, that thou 

• ol 



1 and. * armour. 3 within. 

• Fol. clxxiiii. ool. 2. 
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sayst procedethe of a good corage / therfore good must 
come to the yet, I pray the shewe me thy name ' / ' syr/ 
quod she, 'I am called yde' / 'brother,' quod the 

4 Almayne, ' I retayne 1 y* to 2 my seruyse, take hede of 
my horse ' / ' syr/ quod she, ' I am redy to do you the 
best seruyce that I can * / 8 y* Almayne had her to his 
loging. Thus she then serued 4 and she 4 was wonte to 

8 be serued, for she fered yf it shulde be parseyued that 
she were a woman it shulde 5 be to her trobyl / therfore 
she kepte hereelfe close and secrete: 6 she was 7 .iii. 
dayes with her mayster after that the other company 
12 were gone 8 to romeward, 8 9 her mayster myght not 
departe so sone as the other dyd, for his busynes was 
not redy / 8 then thre days after they departed to go to "^J^ 
Rome / and she was harnaysed 10 after the coustume and id« goes with 

him. 

16 of the countre. she serued so wel her mayster that he 
praysed her, and 11 so long they rode that they came and 
aproched nere to the countre of rome, so that on a daye 
they entered into a great darke forest / wherin laye in 

20 a bus8hement a 12 .vii. score spaynardys, lyenge there to 
abyde theyr aduewture ; they lay in a darke valey, and 
when they saw the Almaynes 18 them escryed 18 them to on the journey 
the dethe, and ran vpon they. Then yde, who rode ambu»h attack 

them* 

24 before her mayster, couchyd her spere and strake a 
spanyarde there 14 clene thrughe the body, and with the 
drawynge out of 16 her spere the spanyarde fell downe 
dede, of the whiche course her mayster praysed her / 

28 then y* spanyardes ran iu amonge the almayns, who 

ryght valyawtly defended them, 18 but theyr defence ,de l nnd Jj^ 0 ^ 
coud not auayle them / for fynally 17 they were all them.eive.vau- 

* ' antiy, but all the 

alayne, so that none scapyd alyue / but alonly yde, Germans bat her- 
32 who dyd bere her so valyauntly that she slewe .iiiL of 

* entertain. ' 8 into. 8 bo. that 8 wold. 

• and. T continued. 8-8 towardes Rome. 9 but 
10 armed. 11 omitted. 12 about u — 18 they despised. 

l * therwith. 16 Fol. clxxiiii. back, col. 1. 18 selues. 
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the spanyardes, but when she sawe that her mayster 
and all his company were slayne / with her sworde 
in her hande all blody she fled awaye, and rode out of 
the way and toke a lytell pathe, the whiche brought 4 
her to a rocke, and there she alyghted, and taryed in 
the wode all 1 nyghte tyll 2 the nexte momynge / she 
had so great hunger and thyrste, 3 for she had rydden 
she rida« on all 4 day without mete or drynke / then 6 in the mornyng 8 

alone, and falU In * J l J ~© 

with a g«ng of she loked all abought 6 and saw in an herber 7 a 8 .xxx. 

thieve*. 

theues syttynge at a table etynge and drynkynge at 
theyr pleasure; 5 when the damoysell sawe them, for 
the great rage of hunger that she suffered co?istrayned 12 
her in s\ich wyse that she forgate all fere and went to 9 
them / when the theues sawe her one of them sayd to 
his felaws, 'I se yonder corny nge a 10 yonge 10 squyre 
mounted on 11 a good horse / the which shal be ours' / 16 
6 when yde aprochyd to them she humbely saluted the 
she beg* meat ai.d company, and sayd, ' Syrs, yf it may please you to let 

drink of them. 111 .,1 _ 

me eat and drynke with you I wyll pay for my scot 12 / 
'frende/ quod one of them, 'is there any man that 20 
hath bene your gyde in this forest ? ' ' syrs/ quod yde, 
' god hathe bene my conduct, and none other ' / then 
one of the theues stepte forthe and toke her horse by 
They attack her. the brydell, and sayd to his company, ' syrs, laye on, 24 
stryke hym downe, he shall neuer eate nor drynke 
more; 10 as for 10 his horse shall not scape me' / when 
she 13 sawe 14 that she was so 10 taken she was in gTeat 
fere, 5 she durst make no countenaunce to defende her 28 
selfe / there were so manye theues vpon her / she 
thought to humble herselfe, which should be more 
profyt, & sayd, ' Syrs, why make ye that haste to sle 
me / lytel shal ye wynne therby nor lese, 15 hold here 32 

1 that * vntilt. 3 that she was neere hand famished. 
* the. 6 and. 6 her. T arbour. 8 about. 
9 vnto. 10 - l ° omitted. 11 vpon. u shotte. 
» the Damsel!. u Fol. olxxiiii. back, col. 2. » looae, 
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my sword, I yelde me 1 into your handes, and I praye shtyteidato 

* them, 

you in the honoure of 2 our lorde 2 Iesu chryst 8 gyue me 
some mete and drynke / for I 4 haue suche hunger 4 that 

4 I am 6 nere dede for famyne ,ft / then the mayster thefe 
sayde, ' squyre, haue no fere to be stryken, thou shalte 
haue no more hurte then myselfe, but thou shalt haue 
all that thou lackest; go thy waye & sytte downe 

8 and eat and drynke at thy pleasure ' / * syr,' quod «nd they ofler her 

' meat and drink. 

yde, ' I thanke you 9 / then the damoysell sate downe 
with them, & dyd eate and drynke at her 6 pleasure / 
7 when they had all eten and were resyn vp, then the 

12 theues began to stryue amonge themselfe, sayenge to 
theyr chefe mayster how he had done yll, that he 
wolde not suffer them to sle the squyre / then another 
answered, & sayd how there shuld no hurte be done to 8 

16 hym, bycause he was so fay re a yonge man and so 
courtoys / and sayd 9 it shuld be great damage to 
sle hym / 10 better it were 10 to kepe hym styll with Many of the 

' thievea wleh to 

them, and to lerne hym to stele and to mourder men / make ide a mw>- 
20 and yf he wyll not do so u it were 12 reason to sle hym. 
IT when yde vnderstode the theues she was in great 

fere, and callyd vpon oure lorde 18 Iesu chryste, 18 pray- 

enge hym humbly in her great nede to succour and 
24 aide 14 her / then the chefe mayster demaunded what The chief of them 

was her name / then she answered in great fere to be and'hiltory?" 

alayne, and sayd, ' syr, my 16 name is yde, & I am of the 

realme of Fraunce ; and we were in company whan we 
28 departed out of our countre a 18 forty gentyl men / we 

were goinge to haue serued the emperour of Rome, who she telle how ehe 

- i» on her way to 

hath now warre with the kynge of spayne / and we eenre the emperor 
found in our way a 16 seuen score spayniardes in a 

1 myselfe. *-* omitted. 8 to. *— 4 am so hungry. 
*- 6 almost famished. 0 their. T and. 8 vnto. 
• that 10 - 10 and that it were better. u then. 
18 good. 15-13 god. 14 aide be/ore succour. 
18 Fol. clxxv. col. 1. M about 
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bus8hement lyeng in 1 the botom of 1 a valey / *lhey 
set on* vs and slewe all my company, none scaped bat 
myselfe / and therfore, syrs, I pray you let me haue 
agayne my horse and my sworde, and shew me y* way 4 
to Rome / it shall 4 be a great almes dede to she we me 
that courtoyse.' ' Nay,' quod the mayster thefe, ' that 
The chief bid* h«r wyll we not do / but thou slial te tary with vs, and 
imm them. to be a thefe and a murdrer ; 5 yf thou wylte not 8 

thus do / with my swerde I shall stryke of thy heed.* 
' Syrs,' quod yde / ' ye wolde haue me to a thynge that 
I was neuer accustomed to do, nor none of my lynage / 
si* refuses nor I haue none intencyon to do any suche workes / 12 

stoutly. J * ' 

therfore I pray you let me haue my horse and my 
swerde, than ye do me great curtoyse / and whan I am 
mounted on 3 my horse / yf one of you wyll defye me, 
and yf I defende not my selfe from hym / than stryke 16 
of my heed / I haue boughte my mete and drinke very 
dere if I shuld lose my horse ' / than the mayster thefe 
The chief insists said, * bycause I so thou arte so hardy I wyll wrastell 

on wrestling with , orw 

her; if he throw* with the /on 8 the 0 couenaunt that yf thou cast me <4u 
her'horseandaii thou shalt be one of vs 7 / & yf thou be cast to the 
her clothes. j ^an I wyll haue thy horse and thy swerde / 

and dyspoyle the of all thy clothes' / Than yde sayd, 
ide demands that 'I am content thus to do / so that ye withdrawe 1 backe 1 24 

her horse shall be . . , , , , 

set beside her, your men fro me / and set my horse by me, and 
thier^Tihlluid my swerde tyed to my sadle bowe / for it is 1 sayd in 1 
^raw aside. ft comen prouerbe / that a man is taken for a f oole that 

putteth his trust in a thefe ' / whan the 8 theues herd 28 
that they coulde not forbare laughynge / and they had 
great desyre to se this wrastelyDge betwyxt them / 
than they withdrewe abacke / and set his hors ther by 
hym / than the noble damsell yde quyckely toke the 32 
thefe / who thoughte to haue borne her to the erth / 
but she drewe hym so sore to her that he coulde scant 

>- 1 omitted. * so. 8 vpon. 4 wooW. * and. 
• this. 1 our com pan ie. • Fol. clxxt*. col. 2. 
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haue any breth / and therwith she cast hym soo rudely Ida throws the 

thief In the tussle, 

to the erth against a stone that he was therwith in sndhe&iisso 
a swone / and with the fall all his teth brast 1 in his th^^s^ns?"* 
4 mouth. 

1T Whan yde sawe the thefe in that daunger quyckly 
she wente to her horse and mounted vp / than she "amount* her 

' hone, and bids 

drewe out her swerde. and said, 4 A, ye horson 2 thefes / tha thieves look 

to their chiet 

8 youre treason shall not auayle you / for ye haue 
all thought vyolence and treason agaynst me / go & 
helpe your maister who lyeth yonder / I thinke he 
shall euer remembre this wrastlynge bytwene vs. 8 1 
12 haue now no dout of you all / tho ye were a hondred 
mo / for yf I may 4 I shall make you all be hanged 
& strangled ' / than the quyckest and 6 lyghtest thefe £ ri l ^ f l JJ^5J i ,,er 
amonge them slept forth and toke hym by the brydell strikes oir hit 

hand with her 

16 of his hors / 8 whan she saw that / she lyfte vp her sword, 
swerde & strake the thefe on 6 the hande / so that the 
hande flew fro his body and hanged styll vpon her 
brydle / than he ranne awaye thinkynge to dye for 7 

20 payne of his hande / • than she dasht in amonge the she drives her 

horse among 

thefes / they had no wepen aboute them to defende them, 
them withal / but they were there to their foly, 
nor they had no fere of that / that 8 fell / nor they 
24 byleued not that suche a yonge squier shulde haue 

had suche hardinesse 9 & force; 10 she fought fyersly andosssher 

sword vigorously 

amonge them, and cut of armes and shuldera, & claue upon them, 
some to the brayne / she dyd so 11 that she slew fyue 12 of After slaying five 
28 the thefes or 18 she departed / and whan she. sawe time 

to departe / she sporred her hors / for by that tyme the she spurs on her 

horse and escapes. 

resydue of the theues had gette 14 weapons / and they 
folowed her to haue slayn her or her hors / than 
32 she departed with the sporres / her hors was good / 

1 buret 8 yilde. 8 and. • can. 6 the. 
• vpon. 



10 then. 



8 yilde. 8 and. 4 can. 6 the. 
7 with the. 8 which, 9 hardness. 
11 much. 18 Fol. clxxv. back, col. 1. 
13 before. 14 gotten. 
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therfore anone she was ferre fro them / than the theuea 
saw they lost but there payn 1 to folow any farther, 
therfore they let her goo / whan yde sawe that she was 
scaped their handes / humbly she thanked our lorde 4 
*Iesu chryst> 2 desyrynge him to ayde and conducte her 
into some sauegarde / 8 she rode so long that she issued 
out of the great forest / of her iourneys and lodgyng I 4 
make no mencyon / but she spedde so in her Iourney 8 
that she ariued at the noble cite of Rome, and she toke 
vp her lodgyng nere to the palayes / wheare as the 
emperour was deuysynge with his lordes of the feates 
of the 6 warre / than yde wente thyther / & kneled 12 
downe and saluted themperoure and all his lordes. 
When the emperoure and the Romaynes that were 
there saw the goodly yonge man who so humbly 
had 6 saluted them / they gretly 6 regarded him 6 for the 1 6 
beaute that they saw in him. Than the emperour said 
to 7 hym / 'fay re son, shewe me what ye be and 
fro whense ye come, thai thus cometh hyther to me.' 
' Syr,' quod yde / 4 1 am a squier that came now strayte 20 
fro Almayne / wheare as I haue serued a certayne 
tyme / and lytell there I haue wonne, whear of I am 
sory / and but late 8 I was in a 6 place / wheare diuers 
Spanyardes and other were in company, and they al 6 24 
had great desyre to make warre / and they wente to the 
kynge of Spayne, your enemy / but or 9 they hadde 
ferre gone / they that were in my company met with 
them / and there we foughte 10 togyther and slewe 28 
y 6 moost parte of them, and there I was a lytell hurte / 
and now, syr, I am come to you to serue your grace / if 
my small seruyce may please you / & in the best wyse 
that I can I shall serue you trewly.' 32 

1 labours. *-* god. 3 and. * wyll. • omitted, 
6 muoh. * vnto. 8 lately. • before. 
10 Fol. clxxv. baok, eol. 2. 
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% How the darasell yde was retained 1 with 
the emperour of rome / and how the lady 
Oliue, his doughter, was in 2 araours with 2 
yde, wenynge she had ben a ma» / & how 
the kynge of Spaine came before the cite 
of Rome, and how the noble damsell yde 
tooke the kyng of Spaine in batayle and 
dyscomfyted him. Ca. C.lxxvii. 

f Han themperour herde yde speake / he 
well 3 behelde her, and saw how she 
was byg and great / and thought that The emperor 

_ . . _ , . . _ _ . admire* her 

he neuer saw 4 in 8 his lyfe before fairness, 
so fay re a yongo man / and as the 
emperoure was talkynge with yde / theare came to 
them Olyue the emperours doughter. Than all the 
1G lordes rose vp at her comynge / than 0 she sate downe 

by her father / & beheld greatly the yonge squier / and on™ his daugh- 

ifi • i * o • * i behold* Ide, 

greatly 7 she praised her 8 in her corage, by cause of the and praises her 
meruaylous great beaute that was in her / wenynge proweM " 

20 9 to her 9 that 10 she had bene a man / this Olyue was so oiive, like au who 
fayre, so swete, and so meke, that for her bounte and dotbu that she is 
humylyte she was 9 wel 9 byloued of euery man / then 
the emperour demaundyd of yde what was her name & 

24 fro whence she came. ' Syr/ quod she, ' my name is 

yde, and 11 was borne at Terasco?*, 6 I am kyn to duke ide feigns her 
Nayms of Bauyer, & to Aymery of Narbon, and to eurXyhi8ior7 ' 
Gyllerme the scotte / but by the kynsmen of Ganelon 

28 I was chasyd and banysshed out of my couwtre, and syn 
I haue endured moche payne and pouerte.' Then the 
emperour sayd / 1 fiend, thou art of a good kynryd / I The emperor 

i * _ takes her into his 

retayne 12 the in my courte / for the bounte that I service, 

1 entertained. 2—2 enamoured of. 
2 were after beheld her. 4 he neuer saw after lyfe. / 
* all. 6 and. 1 much. 8 him. omitted. 
10 Fol. clxxvi. col. 1. « I. » 2 entertaine. 
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thynke 1 be in the, and also for thy good lynage.' 
'Syr,' quod yde, 'god geue me grace that I maye 
do you suche seruyce that it maye be to youre plea- 
sure ' / * doughter Olyue,' quod the emperour, ' for y* 4 
loue of you I haue reteyned* this squyer to serue you ' / 
* father,' quod Olyue, ' I thanke you / for he 3 semethe 
that he is come out of a good house 4 / and I had 
no seruaunt of 6 a longe 6 season, that better contentethe 8 
me* / then the emperour sayd to 7 yde / 'my frend, 
serue me well, behold here my doughter, whome I loue 
andUdahtr enterely, 8 to whome I delyuer you to serue her: I 

Attend hit daogh- 

urouve. haue no mo chyldren but she, & therfore serue her 12 
trewly as a mm ought to do that is come of suche 
a lynage as ye 9 be come of 9 / yf ye serue her wel and 
trewly, ye had neuer in all your lyfe before so good 
aduenture ' / 'syr,' quod yde, ' I shall do so moche that 16 
by the grace of Iesu 10 that 6 you & she shal be wel 
content / and, syr, there is no thynge but u lyghtly 
I can do it to serue a noble man, and in the warre 
I shal defende my selfe I trust as well a nother, and 20 
also I can serue at a table before a kynge or a 5 quene.' 
' frende/ quod the empe^ur, ' yf ye can do thus as ye 
saye ye are well come hether, and ye shall fayre y* 
better / and I am ioyfull of youre comynge to serue me, 24 
ye shall neuer haue nede to go out of my seruyce ' / 
when yde harde y* emperoure humbly 13 she thankyd 
hym / 8 thu8 was yde retaynyd* with the emperour / 
whereas she dyd so moche by her good sendee that the 28 
aii at tht court of emperour and his doughter, & all they of the courto 
rrail^MdlLe louyd and praysed her, and the damoysell Olyue ofte?* 
tymes gladly regardyd yde, and began in her harte sore 
to loue her / and yde, who parseiued her, prayed 32 

1 to. 1 entertained. 8 it. 4 stocke. 
6 omitted. • great T vnto. • and. are. 
10 god. M but after lightly. " Fol. clxxvi. col. 2. 
13 humbly after she. 
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to 1 our lorde *Iesu chryste* that he myght 3 so dele that 
she be not acused nother of man or 4 woman / she gaue 
almes often tymes to pore men, and she visyted gladly* 
4 holy churche ; she demenyd herselfe in suche wyse that 
of euery man she was byloued and praysed / often 
tymes she prayed to 2 our lord Iesu chryst 2 for kynge 8h« pmj« for her 

* wicked fhther. 

Florence her father, tor all that she was chasyd & fled 
8 out of her countre by his occasyon and cause / yette she 5 
prayed euer 1 to god that she myght be agreed with 
hym. Thus this damoysel yde was in this daunger 
seruynge the emperour and his doughter Olyue the 

12 space of two monethes / & on a day she was in 
the palays with the emperoure / and thether came 
in great hast a messanger, and came and saluted the 
emperour, and sayde / 'syr, knowe for trouth / 7 y* Neweie brought 

16 kynge of Spayne, with great pusaunce, is entered into th«^roMh°or 
youre em pyre of Rome, and wasteth all before hym with * great and 
with fyre and sworde / 8 many a Romayne he hathe Tktori04U 
slayne / and he hath sworne by his lawe that or* 

20 a moneth be passed he wyll be with in your citye 
of Rome with all his pusaunce, and he saythe that he 
wyl haue his pleasure of your doughter, & to make you The inreder 
to 10 dye of 1 a shameful deth by cause ye haue refused have hla pleasure 

OJ , , , . , of OUt», end will 

24 to gyue 11 your doughter in maryage / syr, it were" eiay her &ther. 
better for you that he had wedded 18 youre doughter, 
then so many men shulde haue been slayne, and so 
many townes brente 14 & destroyed / & castelles be ten 

28 downe / syr, go quyckly agaynst hym and defende 
youre countre, or elles ye shall se hym shortely pyght 
vp his tentes & pauylyons before this citye ' / when the 
emperour hard the messanger he studyed a great 

32 season, and loked vpow yde, and sayde / ' frende, 

1 omitted. god. 3 would. 4 nor. 6 the. 

fl alwayes. 7 that * and. • before. 
w Fol. olxxvi. back, col. 1. 11 him. « had been. 
15 married. 14 burnt. 
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Th« emperor counsayle me, for I thought ful lytell that these men 

bikes rounael 

with ide. of war wold haue come vpon me, and nowe they waste 

and dystroye my lonaV * Syr/ quod yde, 1 trowble not 
your selfe for it ; com forte youre selfe and reioyse your 4 

ide nek* for fljrht- lordes & saruauntes, and let me haue men to fyght with 

inff men, and 

promisee to lead them, and I wyll loke vpon them or 1 they come any 
•nemy. nerer / and by the grace of god I shall cause them to 

bye derely the dystruccyon that they haue made in 8 
youre countre yf god saue my lyfe and my 2 good* 
sword * 8 / when y e emperour hard the valyant corage of 
yde, he praysed hyr moche in his harte, and sayd / 
'frend, your reason pleaseth me well / and therfore I 12 
shal do you that honour as to make you a knyght, 
wherby your prowes and hardynes shall encreas' / 
c syr/ quod yde, ' of the honour that ye wyll do to me 
I am ryght ioyful / and thanke you therof ' / then the 16 
emperoure came to 4 yde and gyrte aboute hym a good 
eworde & a ryche / it was so good that there was none 
lyke it in goodnes, nor 5 sharper, nor harder / 6 then y* 

fwkn^thood" em P eroure S* 116 ner tne nec ^ e stroke of knyghthood, 20 
on ide. and sayde / ' yde, remembre this order, the whiche ye 

haue receyued this daye / and I praye 8 to 2 god 7 it 
maybe to the encreas of your honour, and euer 8 beware 
that your thoughtes be not lyght nor vauerynge, but 24 
be 9 sage and dyscrete, and a temperate, and be hardy in 
bay tell, and cast away fro you all fere 2 and drede 2 / and 
when ye haue wonne any goodes or ryches / kepe them 
not locked in your cofers / but 10 depart with 10 them to 28 
poore knyghtes, the whiche shall encrease and exalte 
your honoure / and alwayes loue 11 holy church ; yf ye 
do thus ye can not fayle to come to great honour, & 
euer shew youre vertue ageynst your enemyes ' / ' syT,' 32 
quod yde, 'by the grace of 12 our lord Iesu chryst 12 

1 before. 2 omitted. 8 bold. 4 vnto. 6 neither. 
• and. 7 that. 8 Fol olxxvi. back, ool. 2. 
• rather. »°- 10 distribute. " the. god. 
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I shall so do that ther is no spaynyarde But that shall 
wysse themselfe 1 to be on the other syde of the see ' / 
then eueryman arayed them in the paleys & in the 

4 citye / 2 then trompettes and tabors and homes began 
to sowne in the citye, so that all the cheualry and 
comunalte of the citye were redy armyd / then they 
came all before the palays and presentyd themselfe 

8 to the emperour / who dyd commaunde them that daye He bids his 

_ _ _ , m , , soldiers obey all 

to folowe & obeye the commaundement of yde, whom ide's commands, 
he commytted that day to 3 be as chefe capetayne, and 
sayde, ' syrs, loke ye do as moche for hym as ye wolde 

12 do for me, 2 ye knowe well 4 I am old and feble, and can 
bere armure no lenger / nor I am not able to ryde as I 
myghte haue done or 6 this tyme / wherfore I desyre 
yon, & also commaunde you all on payne of youre 

16 lyues to do euery thynge 6 that he commaundethe in the 
stede of me as well as thoughe I dyd commaunde you 7 
myne own parson e, for he that dothe the contrary, 
he shall lose his hede without any other redempcyon.' 

20 Then they all sayde they wold so do syn it was 
his pleasure. Then the noble emperoure causyd yde to 
be rychely armyde, and then delyueryd 8 hym his owne He gives idehis 

_ own horse. 

hors, who was so good that his lyke coude not be 
24 founde in no 9 couwtre / 10 yde mounted vp quyckely 
with helme and shyld and a great spere / then 2 yde 
toke leue of the emperour and of the lady Olyue, and ide takes leave of 

• the emperor and 

so rode thrughe the citye of Rome with all his host; ofoiwe. 

28 and when they were without the citye yde ordeyned 

.iii. batayles / y* two fyrst batayles were led by two she puts the men 
great lordes / and the thyrde yde dyd gyde it, 11 and thus * ° y ' 
with baners dysplayed 12 auaunsed forthe towardes theyr 

32 enemyes / y* spanyardes thought suerly all had bene 
theyrs / bycause they sawe of all the waye that they 

1 himself. 8 and. 3 doe and. 4 that 6 before. 
• as. 7 in. 8 Fol. clxxvii. col. 1. 9 any. 
10 then. 11 omitted. 12 they. 
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had come no maner of defence made agaynst them / but 
it is an olde sayenge / that many thynges remayneth of 
such folysshe thoughtes / as it dyd with the span- 
yardes / for they thought suerly 1 the citye of Borne was 4 
won ; but yf god ayde and socoure the damoysell yde 
and her cheualry, she shuld take fro them or it were 
nyght theyr hope to haue any vyctory / she rode by her 
bataylles and encoraged her men, and mouyd them to 8 
do valyauntly, 2 thus they aprochyd towardes theyr 
and they meet ti» ewemyes : great crye 8 and noyse there was when the 
fej^i^j A.* batayles encounteryd together / the shot flewe so 
" thycke of both partyes that it semed to be snowe and 1 2 

hayle / yde encountered with a knyght, nephue to the 
kynge of Spayne / he receyued suche a stroke, that for 
all his armure ydes spere wente clene thrughe his body / 
ide kiiu th« so that the knyght fell to the erthe with his fete 16 
king of sp«in. vpwarde, and so dyed myserably amonge the horse fete / 
then yde sayde, ' of god be thou cursyd ; in an y 11 owre 
thou camste h ether to recey[ue] suche an offerynge. I 
chalengo fro you all the empyre of Rome ' / then she 20 
sayde to herself e, 'good lord god, humbly 4 I re^uyre 
the this day 6 ayde and socoure me this 7 poore fugy- 
tyue* / therwith she sporred her horse 8 with the 
sporres 8 / and with the same spere she slewe another 24 
great baron of Spayne, and so slewe with the same 
spere dyuers other / and when the spere was broken / 
8 then 8 she drew out her 8 good 8 sworde, the whiche the 
she wieida her emperoure had geuen her / then she came to a notable 28 
thickest parts of duke of Spayne, vncle to the kynge, to whome she gaue 
d^iy^oree? 1 suche a stroke with her good sworde that she claue his 
hede to the tethe, and so 0 fell downe dede / then she 
dasshed into the thyckest presse / and euer dyd chese 32 
out of the greatest parsonages, and slew many of them, 

1 that. 8 and. 8 ioy. 4 humbly after require. 
6 Fol. clxxvii. col. 2. 8 to. * a. 
8-8 omitted. 9 he. 
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for she thought the mo that were slayne of the great 
men, the more shuldo her eneroyes be afrayed, therfore 
she chese out suche one after another / and also the 
4 Romaynes fought valiantly / so that by the hyge 
prowes of yde and of the good cheualry Komayne 1 that 
was with her / made the Spanyardes abasshed, and 
caused them to flo awaye / and had neuer retoumed The Spaniard* 
8 agayne and 2 the duke of Argonne, with .thre.M. before hen* 
knyghtes in his company, had not bene, who made 
them that fled to retourne agayne / then there began 
agayne a ferae batayle, and many a man slayne / 

12 the Romayn8 dyd valyauntly by the ayde and comforte 
of theyr capytayne ; she rode into the thyckeste of the 
prese & bet downe the Spanyardes on al sydes, that 
petye it was to se / Great was the noyse, petuously 

16 cryed out the hurt men lyeng among the horse fete, 

which were beten downe to the erthe / then the kyng but the king of 
of Spayne came in to the batayle with his sworde STbaSe 16 " int 
in his hande, and encounteryd with a great lorde 

20 of Rome, whiche was cosyn to y* emperour / y* kynge 

gaue 3 hym suche a stroke on 4 the helme that he daue endskyethe 

emperor** cotiai 

his hede in to y e braynes / and then the kynge slewe 
another / then yde, who saw that, was sorowful, and 

24 sayd, ' I ought lytell to be praysed / without I reuenge 
the deth of this .ii. lordes slayne by y* kynge of 
Spayne' / 5 she rode to the kynge and gaue hym suche jderideanp to 
a stroke on 4 the helme / that all the sercles with stones hm!ud mhs 

28 and perlys flew downe to the erth, and strok a waye a ground. 1 ** 
part of his coyfe and 6 here and skynne, and yf the 
kyng had not tornid his hede 7 elles his hed 7 had bene 
clouen to the tethe, and the sworde glente 8 & lyght on 4 

32 the horse necke and strake it clene asonder, and so the 
hors fell downe dede, & the kynge to the erthe, wherof 

1 of the Romanes. * if. 
3 Fol. clxxvii. back, coL 1. 4 vpon. 5 then. 
• omitted. 7 ~ 7 it. * glaunced. 
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His f^uard/ flee, 



and Id* makes 

him prisoner 
while he Ilea in a 
trance. 



The king la taken 
before the 
emperor by two 
lords. 



Ida's prowess 
wins the battle. 



Olive lores Ide 
for her courage. 



She had loved 
none before* 



the spanyardes where sore afrayed, 1 thynkynge theyr 
kynge had bene ded 2 / so they fled awaye & lefte him 
there lyeng on the erth in a traunce, so 8 that he coude 
nother se, nor 4 here, nor speke one word ; then the 4 
damoysell yde toke hym and delyuered him to two 
noble lordes of the emperours courte, and when he 
reuyued he was made to swere and promise to be a trew 
presoner / those two lordes wente with the kynge 8 
of spayne into the citye of Kome, and presentyd hym 
to 6 the emperour fro yde / wherof the emperour thankyd 
god that he sente yde thether to serue hym / then 
the kyng was set in a strong towre, and yde was 12 
without 6 doynge maruayles in armes, so that euery man 
was abasshed therof / 7 so that 7 y* spanyardes made 
hym 8 way / fynally, by y* hye prowes of the damoysell 
yde, the kynge of Spayne was taken, and all his 16 
men dyscomfyted ; happy was he that myght scape to 
saue his lyfe / long endured y* chase, 9 wherin many 
were slayne and taken / then yde and her company 
retorned to the 10 tentis and pa 11 uylyons, and there they 20 
founde great ryches, the whiche was broughte out 
of Spayne / 7 the whiche 7 was geuen and departed 13 
to them that had deserued it / great ioye was made in 
the 13 citye of Rome / for the batayle was well sene 24 
ouer the walles, and specyally the lady Olyue had well 
regarded the hye prowesse of yde / wherby she louyd 
her so in her hart that she smyled for ioye, and sayde 
to herselfe, 14 ' yonder yonge knyght I do gyue my 28 
loue / the whiche I neuer before grauntyd to any man 
leuynge / but it is good ryght and reason that I graunt 
my loue to yde' / suche 15 wordes Olyue sayde to 
herself. 32 



1 abasshed. 2 slaine. 8 in such sort. 4 omitted. 
6 vnto. 6 still. 7 — 7 and. 8 her. 
9 the chase after endured. 10 their. 
« Fol. clxxvii. baok, col. 2. 18 distributed. 18 noble, 
i* to. »• like. 
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% How y° einperoure of Rome receyuid hyely 
the noble damoysell yde, and of y° honour 
that was made to 1 her / & how the em- 
perour made her constable of his empyre / 
and how the kyng of Spayne was delyuered 
out of pryson, and made homage to 1 the 
emperour. Ca. Clxxviii. 

>Fter //wit the bataile was done and 
fynysshed, and the botye departed 3 / 
yde with great triumphe, acompanyed 
with lordes and knyghtes, enteryd 
into y* citye of Rome / 4 the emperour 
was enfornied of the comynge of yde 
and of her valyauwt dedis, by whom the batayle was 
wonne, 6 and howe that none coude endure agaynst her, 
16 wherof y* emperour had suche ioye at his harte that he 
wyst not what to do; 4 he thanked our lorde 6 Iesu 
chryst* that the mater wente so to hys honoure and 
glory / therwith yde came to the palays, wheras she The«nj*ror 
20 was receyued with great ioye with all the coleges of y e great joy. 
citye / and when the emperoure sawe her he rose and 
enbrasyd her, and sayde / *niy trewe frende yde / 
of your comyng I am ryght ioyous, 7 for this day ye 
24 haue done suche honoure to our empyre tliat y* ought 
to be honoured for euer, and bycause ye haue done vs 
suche seruyce we wyll 8 ye shall be the myrour for 
al other knyghtes to encorage them to do wel / we 
28 therfore make you our fyrst chaumberlayne and hye He make, id* his 

flret chamberlain 

constable of all our empyre Komayne, and all my and high 
londes and syngnoryes I abandon to be at your com- 
maundement in all thynges that ye thynke resonable to 
32 be done / for I wyll and commaund that all my lordes 

1 riito. * Pol. clxxviii. col. 1. * distributed. 
• and. • obtained. god. T ioyfull. • that 
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do obeye you.' 'Syr/ quod yde, 'of this honour 
I thanke you / god gyue me the grace that I may 
all wayes pareeuer to do that thynge that shall be to 
you agreable and profitable to your countres and 4 
syngnoryes ' / then the emperour seute for the kyng of 
8payne out of pryson / 1 when he was come he knelyd 
downe and sayde / i syr, I requyre you haue petye of 
me ' / the emperour answered fersly, and sayd / ' kynge 8 
of Spay 2 ne / for what cause are you come out of your 
countre of spayne thus to dystroy and waste myne 
empyre; ye haue slayne many of my lordes and . 
knyghtes, who neuer dyd you any dyspleasure; and 12 
besyde that, ye haue brente 3 many of my townes, and 
be ten downe my castelles, wherof I am sory, seyug 
that nother I nor none of myne dyd you neuer 4 dys- 
pleasure / and by cause that all yll 5 oughte to be 16 
punysshed, and all good dedys rewarded / or 6 euer I 
dry like any wyne I shall cause your hede to be streken 
of, for any mans spekynge to the contrary I shall not 
f ayle to do it ' / when the kynge harde that he was in 20 
great fere / & prayed humbly 7 that he wold 7 haue 
petye of hym, and sayde how he was redy to make 
amendys of all his trespasses / and to repayre agayne 
al the yll damages done by hym and 8 caused to be 24 
done within the empyre, and therwith to do homage 
and feaulte to 9 hym, and to holde the realme of spayne 
of hym, promysynge also yf any war were made 
agaynst the emperour / he to 10 come and socoure hym 28 
with .xx. M. men at his owne proper costys and dys- 
pence, 11 and to be with hym agaynst all men that wolde 
troble hym / then the emperoure sayde / ' syr 12 kynge of 
Spayne, knowe for trouthe that for all youre promyse 32 
and wordes I wyll do but lytell for it, for ye shall not 

1 and. 2 Fol. clxxviii. col. 2. 2 burnt 4 any. 
• euill. 6 before. T ~ 7 him to. • or. • vnto. 
10 would. 11 charges. 12 omitted. 




Ca. clxxviii] how ide pleads for her foe. 



719 



scape 1 me' / then the damoysell yde stept forth and 
sayde to the emperoure / ' syr, I haue often tymes hard 
say that he that humbleth hymselfe and cryethe for 
4 marcy / reason then 2 requereth that he shulde haue 
marcy graunted hym, and therfore, syr, I requyre yon ide pieada for 

, . . . , , , . his life with the 

to receyue this kynge to your grace, and pardon his eraperor . 
trespas, seynge the offers that he hathe offeryd to do / 
8 3 he shal 4 become your lege 5 man, and holde his lond 
of you / and amende the damages that ye haue suffered / 
he that reason offereth ought to haue reason / well 6 ye 
ought to thanke god syn suche a man as he is puttethe 
12 hymselfe into your handes ' / when the emperoure 
vnderstode yde, he sayde / 'frende yde, your wytte 
and courtoysye is to be slowed / and by cause I knowe 
that the counseall that ye gyue me is resonable, I wyl The emperor 

agrees to spare 

16 do as ye wyl haue me / take 7 him, and by you he shall the king's life, 
be delyuered ' / ' syr,' quod yde, ' I thank you ' / when 
the kyng of spayn sawe that he shuld haue grace, and 
that with a mendis makyng he shuld be quyte de- 

20 lytiered, he thankyd god / & dyd homage to the He does homage 

_ * , ^ . to the emperor, 

Emperoure, and delyuered hym 8 plegys suffycyent 9 to 
make restytucyon as he had promysyd / then the 
emperour gaue hym a sauecoundyte tyl 10 he 11 was re- and is liberated. 

24 tourned 11 into his owne countre, & all the other presoners 
were delyuered, such as were taken in the batayle by 
the Eomayns / then the kynge of Spayne was ioyfull, 
and of tentymes thankyd the damoysell yde by whose He thanks Me 

28 meanes that 1 * bounte and courtoyse was shewed hym / m * ny 
then he toke 13 leue of the emperour and of yde, and of 
all other lordes and knyghtes that were there present / 
and so he retourned into his countre of Spayne / where 

32 as he was receyued with sore wepynges for y* great 



1 from. f then befvre reason. 8 that. 4 will. 

* Fol. clxxviii. back, col. 1. 8 and. 7 you. 

8 omitted. 9 sufficient before pledges. 10 vntill. 
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losse that they 1 had receyued. Now we shall leue 
spekynge of hym and retourne to our mater. 

% Howe the emperoure gaue his doughter 
Olyue in maryage to the damoysel yde / 4 
knowynge none other but that she had 
bene a man, 2 and howe she was apeched 
by a verlette, that harde theyr deuyses 
whyles they were a 8 bed together, wherby 8 
the emperour wold haue brent 4 the damoy- 
sel yde. Ca. Clxxix. 

>Fter that the kynge of Spayne was 
departed fro Home, the emperour 12 
honoryd and praysed moch yde for 
v' food seruyce that she had done / 
ide does ti» ^BM&^Af euer ^tter & better parseuered 
Mi??w[ muc in good seruyce doynge, for she dyd 16 

>i.e Mttie* aii the so moche by her wyt that all dyscordes and debates 

dispute* of his 

lords. that were in the empyre betwene lordes or neybours, 

she set them in peas and acorde, wherfore the emperour 
louyd her in such wyse that without her he dyd 20 
om-e fails more notbynge / and the emperoure doughter Olyue loued 
with her. her in suche wyse that she coude not lyue one day 
without y e syght of her, she was so taken with loue, 
thynkynge that she neuer sawe so goodlye a 5 yonge 24 
man / and so on a day the emperour assembelyd his 
lordes and his preuy counsayle / to whome he shewed 
and sayde that he had but one doughter, the which as 
then was of lawful age / wherfore he wolde that she 28 
shulde be jnaryed, to the entente that she myght haue 
hayers to enioye his londes after his dyscese / & sayd, 
i 8yre, I thynke yf all y* world shuld be serchyd there 

1 he. 8 Fol. clxxviii. back, col. 2. 3 in. 4 burnt. 
6 Fol. clxxix. col. 1. 
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coude not be founde a man so worthy to haue my The emperor 

declares that he 

doughter Olyue m maryage as our wel beloued constable, can bestow iter 
the valyaunt yde, by whom so noble seruyce hath bene as on Ide, 

4 done to vs and to our hole empyre / for I wolde or 1 1 wMtabie? 
dye that she shulde be maryed / and I thynke I can 
not better bestow her / for in ai the worlde there is not 
a more valyauwt knyght thew yde is, nor that is better 2 

8 worthy to gouerne an empyre or a great realme ' / when 
the lordes vnderstode y* emperoure / they al alowed his 
mynde, and counsailed hym to do the same ; then the 
good emperoure called to hym yde, and sayd, * My dere 
12 8 and cordyall 8 frende, for y e great seruyce that ye haue 
done / I wyll rewarde you as by reason I am bound to 
do, and I can not gyue you a more rycher thinge, nor The emperor 

°* J * ° 9 informs Ide of 

that I loue better, then Olyue my dere doughter / »t» purpose. 

16 whom I wyll gyue you in maryage, and I wyll that ye 
take her to your wyfe, to the entente that after my 
dayes ye niaye gouerne myne empyre / for nowe I fele 
my selfe agyd and feble / wherfore I shal be content 

20 that fro hensforthe ye haue the gouernynge therof / and 
now I delyuer to you my londe in kepynge to gouerne 
it as your owne ' / ' A, sir/ quod yde, • what is that He deprecates 

* ' * thenoUonof 

ye saye / ye knowe well I am but a poore gentylman marriage who 
24 banysshed out of my countre / and 4 am worthe noth- she is'a poor 
ynge / great 6 damage it shulde be so noble a damoysell banished out of 

, jx* a t/t her own country, 

to be assyngned to °so poore a 0 man as I am / syr, I cry unworthy of 
you marcy, humbly requyrynge you to take aduyce that 8UCh h °" our ' 

28 your doughter, who is so fayre, maye be maryed to 
some hye prynce and pusaunte, to the entent that yf ye 
shulde haue any busynes that he myght be of power to 
ayd and to socour you / 7 1 am poore, & ought alwayes 

32 to trauayle and to take payne to get honour for me, and 

to encrese my lynage ' / ' what.' quod y* emperour, ' are The emperor is 

° ' ^ J r 9 wrathful at his 

you so hardy 8 to refuse my doughter, by whom great officer's rejection 

1 before. 2 more. 3-3 omitted. 4 I. 
* Fol. clxxix. col. 2. 6-6 such a poore. 7 for. 8 as. 
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or his daughter's welth and goodiies maye come to you* / 'syr,' quod 
yde, ' syn it is so that it plese you to shewe me this 

•nd id« in for honoure I wyll not refuse it / but, syr, I saye it to the 
entente that ye shulde take good aduyce therin / & syn 1 4 
ye be 2 content that I shulde thus do, and that it is your 
pleasure, I am content, and* humbly thanke your grace 
of the honour that ye bere me 9 / then the emperour 
sente for his doughter, who cam to 4 hym with a glad 8 
hart, for she had ben aduerteysed of the mater why that 
her father sent for her / 6 then the emperoure sayd, 
* doughter, ye muste promyse me to do as I shall shewe 
you' / 'syr,' 6 quod she, 'it is not in me, nor I wyll 12 
not refuse any thynge that is your pleasure ' / ' doughter,' 
quod the emperoure, ' ye do well so to answere me / <& 
bycause I haue no mo but you that ought to haue my 
real me after me, therfore I wyll ye take a husbonde, to 16 
the entent that your londes and syngnoryes maye 

Theempsror be defended by hym, & therfore I wyl 7 ye take to your 

to ohts. ™ U * T husband our capetayne, the valyaunte yde, whome 

I loue enterely / this is my pleasure and agremente of 20 
all my lordes / yf it be your pleasure to haue hym, he 
shall be kynge and you quene after my disces.' * syr,' 

she is Tery quod 8 the lady, * I am redy to fulfyli your wyll, 9 and 

to obeye your commaundementes, and I thanke god of 24 
this fayre aduenture that is fallen to me this day / for 
I shall haue hym that 1 10 haue loued 10 beste; I haue 
not now lost my tyme, when I shall haue at my wyl 
hym whom I 11 most desyre in 11 the worlde' / "she 28 
knelyd downe before her father & thankyd hym of his 
gyfte / 6 then she rose and kyste her father, and sayde, 

su desires to be 1 ryght dere father, I requyre you haste 13 that this be 

married quickly. 

done ; let us go to the churche to be wedded, for me 32 

1 fleeing. * are. 3 L 4 vnto. 6 and. 
• Deere father. 1 that. 8 Fol. clxxix. back, col. 1. 
• pleasure. loue. loue best in all. 

12 then. IS to hasten. 
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thynke we ought so to do ; 9 when the lordes hard the 
lady they laughed at her haste / 1 then the emperour 
said, 'doughter, come forth and fyaunce your hus- 
4 bond, and you, yde, aproche nere ; and nowe, after my The emperor 

promises to 

dethe, I gyue you all 2 my realme, 2 and I gyue you my bequeath his 
dere doughter in recompence of the good seruyce that diSwi uidL- 
ye haue done me ' / when yde vnderatode the emperour / lnAtw ' 
8 all her blode chaunged, she wyste not what to do, all Me is sorely 
her body trymbelid ; for fere she callyd vpon our lorde and prays to 
god ryght petuously to herself e, and prayed god 8 to 
haue petye of her, and to counsayle her what was best 

12 for her to do / for she sawe that parforce the emperoure 
wold mary her to his doughter, and sayde, 'a, my 
father Florence, by you and by your dyshordynat shecwsesher^ 
rage I am nowe brought to this case, when ye made me ness. 

16 to departe by case ye wolde haue had me to your wyfe, 
but or 4 I wold haue consentyd therto I had rather 6 
haue bene brent 9 / therfore I fled awaye to eschewe that 
shame, wherby I haue bene syn in many parelles / for 7 

20 the which, by the wyll of god, I haue scapyd, wherof I 
ought to thanke hym / and I thought to kepe my selfe 
with in Home secrete, and that no man shulde know 
that 8 1 am a woman, but I shall be acusyd by the 

24 emperours doughter, whose loue is so sore 9 set on me 
that I haue no powre to escape without I stele preuely 
away fro them all ; and yf I shewe them what I am, I sue r«M» uim 

when her illngaise 

maye then sone haue some velany and 10 acuse me and is discovered *i>e 

_ will be sent back 

28 send me to 10 y* kyng my father, or els to send hym to Florence her 
word where I am, and then in great haste he shall 11 
sende for me / or elles, yf I wyll scape, I must fle awaye 
ouer the see / howbeit, I speke but lyke a fole / syn 12 

32 this fortune is fallen to 13 me to haue y* emperoura 

1 and. *— 8 mine Empire. 3 him. 4 before. 
6 to. 6 burnt. 7 from. * Fol. clxxix. back, col. 2. 
9 much. 10-10 bee accused and rent vnto. 11 will. 
18 seeing. 13 vnto. 
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Ide and Olive 
are formally 
affianced. 



They are aoon 
afterwards 

nutrricd. 



A great to tat 
follows. 



Olive and Me go 
to the wedding 
chamber; 



but Ide main- 
tains her disguise. 



dough ter in maryage and his rcalme 1 / I shall wed 
her & do as god wyl gyue me grace to do ' / All this the 
damoysell yde spoke to herselfe. Then she sayde to 
the emperour / ' syr, syn it is your pleasure to geue me 4 
your dough ter in maryage, I am redy to take her/ 
Then they were led to the mynster churche / and there 
they were fyaunced, wherof great ioye was made in 
rome / then the day of maryage came / then 8 the fayre 8 
Olyue was led to the churche hetwene .ii. kynges / and 
yde went afore all 3 sadly / and so 4 they 4 cam to the 
church, and there 5 were wedded. Then great was the 
triumphe and ioye 4 that was 4 in the citye of Home; 12 
many a ryche garment of golde and sylke was worne 
that daye / s euery man ran to se the new brydes / then 
they went to the palays, and so to dyner. Of the 
festes and 4 sportes and ryche metys that was 6 there 16 
that day, yf I shulde shew it the tyme shulde be ouer 
longe to reherse yt / but syn Rome was fyrste founded 
y t was not knowen that ther had ben such a fest as this 
maryage 7 / for no man 8 thought but that yde had ben 20 
a man / and after supper, °and that 9 it was tyme to go 
to rest / the brydes were brought in to ther chaumber / 
then the lady 10 Olyue went to her bedde / than came 
yde and the chambre auoyded / 11 than yde 11 locked fast 24 
the dore, to the entent that none shulde here them / 
than he 12 cam to the 4 bed, and layde hym 1 * downe on 
the bed syde / & said to Olyue / * my ryght swete loue, 
god gyue you good nyght / for as for me, I can gyue 28 
you no good / for 14 I fele suche a dissease, the which 
greueth me sore 1 / and therwith she kyst Olyue, who 
answered and said / ' my swete louer, ye ar the thing 
in the world e that I moost desyre / for the bounte and 32 



Empire. 2 and. 3 verie. * omitted. 6 they. 
6 were. 7 wedding. 8 bodie. • when. 

10 Fol. clxxx. col. 1. u ~ u and shee. M shee. 
13 her. 14 because. 
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swetnes that I know in you, ye 1 do with me as it shall 
please you / & to the entent that ye shall not thynke 
that I haue so great desyre that ye shulde do y* thynge, 
4 the whiche of right ought to he done bytwene man and 
woman 2 / I am content to forbere it this 8 .xv. daies / 
& by cause that dyuers folkes are here aboute to herken 4 
V8 / 1 am contente to gyue you trewes / for we shall 
8 haue space ynoughe hereafter to sporte vs / for 6 I 
knowe such noblenes in you that I am sure ye wyll 
take none other wyfe / nor touche none other / but that 
ye wyll kepe your fayth & trouth to me / for I am 
2 chast, & so ye shall fynde me / it suffyseth me to 
3 clyppe and 3 kysse you / and as for y* preuy loue, I am 
content for this tyme, syn it is your pleasure, to forbere 
iV Than yde answered / ' fayre lady, I wyll not refuse 

16 youre wyll.' thus they passed that nyght with clyp- 
pynge and kyssynge. Than in the mornynge they 
arose and made them redy, & cam in to the palais / 
themperour beheld Oliue his doughter / to se if she 

20 were any thinge chaunged 3 or altered 8 / and said, 
'doughter / how is it with your h^8bond? , 'Syr,' 
quod she, ' euyn as I desyre / for I loue yde my hus- 
bonde better than I doo 6 you / all though ye be 7 my 

24 father' / at that 8 worde the emperoure and all his 

lordes laughed / so great ioy and feast 9 was ther made, The w**<\\r\* 

' festivilie* 

10 the whiche 10 endured eyght dayes. Than euery man continue for 

i , * # tight days. 

toke leaue and wento whyther as they list / than 6 after 
28 the fyftene daies were past 11 that yde had lyen with 
Oliue / yde touched her not but with 8 clippyng and 8 
kyssyng / whearof Oliue was sorowfull, and said to 
herselfe, ' 0, good lorde, I was engendred in an euyll 
32 hour whan I haue maried the goodlyest person of the 
worlde / and the moost worthyest and hardiest that 

1 then. 3 wife. 3 omitted. 4 heare. 6 and. 
6 loue. 7 are. 8 Fol. clxxx. ool. 2. 9 feasting, 
ifr-io that it. 11 expired. 




726 



HUON OF BUBDBTTX. [Ca. clxxix. 



hie in forced to 
weal the truth 
to Olire, 



who declares that 
she will keep the 
secret. 



A page overhears 

1 tie'* confession, 



end bears itews 

of it to the 
emperor. 



euer was gyrde with 1 swerde and 2 rode on ho rs / 
he maketh noo 8 maner of s semblaunce to do that 
thynge that 4 I so sore haue desyred* / than she drew 
nere to yde and touched him 6 / than yde, who knewe 4 
3 ryght 8 well what her desyre was / he 8 turned 6 to 
herward 6 and wolde hyde himselfe no lenger fro her / 
but all wepynge cryed her mercy, and shewed her fro 
the begynnynge to the endynge the maner of all her 8 
aduenture / and how that she was a woman and was 
fledde awaye bycause her father wolde haue maried her 
himselfe. And whan Oliue vnderstode yde / she was 
right sorowfull / howbeit, she comforted yde, and said / 12 
' my right swete louer, diecomforte not yourselfe / for ye 
shall not be 7 bewrayed for 7 me nother to no man nor 
woman lyuynge / we are wedded togyther, 8 1 wyl 
be good and trewe to you syn ye haue kept youre selfe 16 
so trewly / with you I wyll vse my tyme and passe my 
destany syn it is thus, for I se wel it is the pleasure of 
our lord godde.* Thus as Olyue and yde were deuy- 
synge togyther of their secretes / a page, beynge in a 20 
chaumbre that ioyned 9 fast vnto 9 their chaumbre, 
herde well all their secrete wordes and communycacion 
what eche of them had sayd vnto 10 y e other, 11 than he in 
all hast went to the emperour and shewed hym all that 24 
he had herde betwene y* two louera / whan themperour 
herde that he was ryght sorowfull, and saide, ' f elowe, 
beware what thou sayest / looke that thy reporte be 
trewe / for yf I fynde it contrary thou shalt dye of 3 28 
an yll deth* / 'syr/ 8 quod he 8 / 'if it be not as I haue 
sayd, and that yde be not a woman, whom ye take for 
a man, stryke of my head.' Than themperour made 
hym to be taken & kept, to the entent to proue the 32 
trouthe / for he thought the matter straunge to byleue / 



omitted. 



4 which. 4 her. 
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than he called to hym the lordes of his preuy counsell / The emperor 

calls his lords 

and he shewed them the mater / whearof they had together, 
great 1 marueyle, seynge the great vertue / and hye Hdrioe!" ***** 
4 prowes that was in yde / 2 they greatly complayned 8 the 
mater, and were sorowfull / than the emperour, who was 
right pensyfe, sware and made promyse / that if he He swears that if 

m ° , , . , . , , , , . Idebeaworoan, 

- found the mater in that case / he wolde cause both nts she and ouve 

_ «>i^i 5e burnt* 

8 doughter and yde to be brent/ bycause of hydynge 
of that straunge cas, and sayd, ' if yde had dyscouered 
the matter to me be tymes / my doughter sholde neuer 
haue wedded 6 her, and the matter 6 kepte close fro me / 

121 shal neuer haue ioy at my herte tyll 7 I knowe the 

trouth* / than he commau?ided a bayne 8 to be made Abath^setoot 
redy in his owne chambre, whearin he wolde haue yde chamber, 
to be bayned, 9 to the entent that he myght know the 

16 trouth or 10 she scaped away, for he sayd he wold not 
suffre suche boggery 11 to be vsed / the baynge 12 was 
made redy, and yde was sent for / who knewe no- 
thynge of that matter / than themperour sayd to him, 18 

20 'yde, do of your clothes, for ye shal bayne 8 you with and the emperor 
me' / whan yde herd the emperour, she was sore in hu presence, 
abasshed, and sayd, ' Syr, I pray you forbere it for this we protests, 
time, for 14 1, haue not ben accustomed to be 16 bayned.' 9 aTuu^kneee? P,Mg 

24 Than the emperoure sayde / ' I wyll not bere 18 it / for I 
wyll so you naked / for yf I fynde it trewe that 17 hathe 
ben shewed me / bothe you and my doughter shall be 
brent.' 4 Whan yde herd that she sawe well she was 

28 betrayed and loste / than she kneled downe before the 
emperour and cryed hym mercy / and requyred hym to 
haue pyte of her / than 2 the emperour in great hast 
sent for his lordes, who were in the hall / talkynge 

32 togyther, & were sorowfull for yde, whom they loued 

I much. 2 and. 8 of. 4 burnt 6 married. 

• now. * vntill. 8 bath. • bathed. 10 before. 

II falsehood. 18 bathing. 18 her. 14 because. 

16 Fol. clxxx. back, col. 2. 19 forbeare. 
17 which. 
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The Emperor 
will have no 
merry on her, 



and the Are is 
prepared to barn 
her. 



Ide pray* to the 
Virgin. 



entyrely / so they cam to y* emperour, and founde yde 
before hym on her knees sore wepyng / so 1 that for pety 
of her they wept all / than themperour shewed them 
all the dede / whearfore he 2 must nedes se lusty ce to 4 
be done vpon yde / who than by the peers & lordes 
of Rome was iudged to be brent 8 Than it was 
commauuded the fyre to be made redy to bryn 4 her, the 
whiche was done / and yde before the emperour abyd- 8 
ynge her iudgmcwt, with her handes ioyned lyft vp 
towardes the heuen / makynge pyteous 6 praiers to our 
lorde god and to the 6 vyrgyn Mary his moder, 6 praienge 
them to haue pety of her soule, and to receyue it in to 12 
the holy paradyse / for she saw wel y* ende 7 was come 7 
of her lyfe. 

% Howe oure lorde god made great myracles 
for yde / for god made hym 8 to chaunge 16 
from the nature of a woman and to become 
a parfite man / whearof the emperour & his 
doughter Oliue 9 had great ioy / and so yde 
and olyue lay togyther and engendered a 20 
fayre sonne named after Croysant And of 
the deth of the emperoure. Ca. CQ].xxx. 

The same houre that yde was in her prayers / 
sodenly there appered in the chambre a great clere 24 
light / and therwith a meruelous swete odoure / that it 
semed all y* chambre to be full of ensence and spyces 
Amarveiiont aromatyke / then anone 10 after they herd an angel yke 

▼oice from heaven 

in heard while ide voyce sent f rom oure lorde god & sayd / ' thou em- 28 

iiprajing. perour of Rome, oure lorde god commaundeth the by 

it bide the me / that thou be not so hardye 11 to touche yde to 

nThurt!! ° * do her any hurte / for oure lorde god hath done her y* 

1 in such sort 2 ye. 8 burnt 4 burn. 
8 pitiful!. •-• hooly ghost 7 ~ 7 after lyfe. 8 her. 
• Fol. clxxxi. col. 1. 10 presently. 11 as. 
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grace for the goodnes that is in her / he doth consent 

and wyll by his dyuyne puyssaunce / that she be Her «w it to u 

chaunged in nature, and 1 become a parfeyght man as all 

4 other be with out any difference / & also god coto- 
mauwdeth that the page whom thou hast in pryson that 
thou 2 let hym go quyt 2 / for that 3 he sheweth the was 
of trough / this mornynge yde was a woman, and 4 now 

8 he 6 is a man / Also god commaundeth the to make 
thyself redye, for thoM shalt lyue here in this world but The emperor win 

J J J die within eight 

.viii. dayes longer / therfor fro henceforth let yde and dny§. 
Olyue thy doughter hauo gouernynge of thy realme, 6 

12 who or 7 this yere be passed shall haue betwene them a 
sonne who shal be named Croisant, who shall do mer- 
uelles whan he cometh to age. many aduentures and 
pouertyes he shall suffer in his youth, but afterward he 

16 shall haue ioy and welth ynough' / & with those 
wordes the angell wanysshed away / and left them- 
perour and his lordes and al the people of Home in 
great ioy for y* euident 8 myracle that our lord god had 

20 sent by the prayer of yde / who and 9 Olyue his wyfe 
had great ioy and thanked our lord 10 Iesu Chryst 10 / 
than the feest and tryumphe began agayne at Rome. 
the 11 day past and the nyght came, and yde and Olyue 

24 went to bed togyther, and toke there sport in suche aii the w<mi» 
wyse that the same nyght was gotten & engenderyd 00,06 tru *' 
the fayre Croysant, whearby y e ioy dobled in the cite of 
Rome / the next daye yde came to the palayes with 

28 other lordes. And themperour was in his chambre 
makynge of his testament / for he had not forgotten the 
wordes of the aungell. so he lyued .viii. dayes longer, 
and on the .ix. day he dyed / and he was borne into The emperor .He*, 

32 the great churche of saynt Peter, wheare his absequy st. Peter's 
was done solemply, and layde in his tombe, the whiche ehurch * 

1 to. 2-2 setteet him at libertie. 5 which. 4 but. 
6 she. • Empire. 7 before. 8 Fol. clxxxi. col. 2. 
• with. iO- 10 god. 11 that. 
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was ordeyned for hym as it apartayned. his sone in 
law and his doughter morned accordynge to the custome 
than vsed / and 1 after .viii. dayes was 2 passed all the 
noble lordes of the countrye came to the courto and 4 
crowned yde emperoure & Olyue his wyfe empivsse / 
greate 8 feest and ioy 8 was made at theyr coronacion. 
oiire u delivered And whan Olyue thempresse approched her time / she 

of a fair son, 

was delyuered of a fayre sonne / and whan he was 8 
who it named cristened he was named Croysant / that is to say, grow- 

CroJetant. 

yng, because the mone the same tyme was Tncreasynge / 

of the chere that yde and his lordes made at the byrth 

of this chyde nede not to be rehersed / for ye may well 12 

thynke it was as great as euer was any done before / 

than the tyme came that thempresse was chyrched, 

wherof gret ioy was made, this chylde was well 

norysshed, 4 two notable ladyes had the kepynge of hym 16 

• 6 tyll 5 .vii. yeres 6 were past* / then a noble knyght and 

an aunseant was set aboute hym, and a wyse and a 

great clerke to teche hym co 7 nynge> for comonly it is 

said that a kyng without letter 8 or conynge is compared 20 

to an asse crowned / often tymes the father & the 

mother wolde visytte theyr chylde / he was kept to 

scole tyll 9 he was .xv. yeres of age, and he was so good 

a clerke that ther was none in the cite of Rome / but 24 

that he coude well dispute with hym and assayle his 

questions / yf his beawte / greatnes / force / humylyte / 

and good vertues whearwith he was indewed / yf I 

shulde discriue / 10 or report 10 them it shulde 11 be ouer 28 

longe to reherse / whearof yde and his mother olyue 

hadde such ioye that they wyst not what to do, but 

alonely to thanke god of his grace / for this 12 chylde 

grew so in bygnes and strength that euery man was 32 

therof abasshed in such wyse that at that tyme there 

1 then. 2 were. 3 ioy and feasting. 4 and. 

& — 6 vntill he was. 6 of age. 

7 Fol. clxxxi. back, col. 1. 8 learning. 9 vntill. 
10-10 omitted. « would. " their. 



He It carefolly 
trained in youth. 



He is kept at 
achool till he Is 
fifteen. 
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coude not be founde in y* cite of Rome of his age none Hit ttratgth 
so great / nor so 1 bygge of strength 1 / whearof his father ou»rmtn. 
& his mother and all the noble lordes & knyghtes were 
4 ryght ioyfull. 

% Howe Kyng Florence sent two knyghtes to 
Rome to themperour his sonne, desiringe 
hyra to come and se him, & to leue thempyre 
8 of Rome to his son croisant / & to set noble 
men aboute him to gyde him / and also 2 
bringe with him thempresse / the faire 
Oliue. Capitulo .Clxxxi. 

12 fe a. He emperour and thempresse, seynge 



themperour and thempresse helde estate royall at there 
palayes for y* solempnyte of that day 4 / there was many 

20 diuera 5 kynges / barons / dukes / erles / duchesses and 
ladyes / & whyles they were in the myddes of theyr 
dyner / there arryued two notable aunciaunt knyghte* / Me*Mng«n from 
4 whan they were entered into the palayes they came come to ide. 0 * 

24 before themperour & kneled downe and sayd / 4 god 
that hath vs created saue & kepe the noble kynge 
Florence of Aragon and of Nauerne and duke of Bur- 
deaux / and the same god saue y* ryght noble and ryght 

28 excellent emperour °Romayne, her 0 dere sonne, and his 
fayre doughter thempresse Olyue ' / whan themperour 
yde herd spekynge of his father / he was feerfull in his 
hert bycause of y* shamfull thynge not faysable 7 the 

32 whiche he wolde haue done agaynst hym / ryght in- 

*— 1 hye of stature. 2 to. 3 Fol. clxxxi. back, col. 2. 
4 and. 6 omitted. of Rome his. 7 faileable. 



16 




theyr sonne to growe & amende euery 
day in all good warkea, they thanked 
god, prayenge hym to gyue hym the 
grace from bet 3 ter to better to par- 
seyuer / so it fell that on a witsonday 
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ide inquiiw after tentiuely he behelde the two knyghtes, and demaunded 

his fltfher. £ 

howe the kynge his father dyd / euer syn he departed 
from hym / than one of the knyghtes answered and 
sayd / 4 ryght dere syr, yf the doloure / the 1 displeasure / ± 
& the great rage whearin your father was for your de- 
partynge / if I shulde shewe it / ouer 2 longe it shulde 
be to reherse / but shortely I shall shew you the sub- 
staunce of the matter / the same mornynge after your 8 
departure 3 tydynges was brought to the kyng your 
father how that the kynge of Nauern, your vncle, was 
come to se hym. than your father went and met hym, 
and brought hym in to the cite of courtoyse with great 12 
ioye & myrth / than 4 they alyghted at y* palayes, and 
there tydynges was brought to the kinge your father 
The messenger* how ye were fled away, whearby suche so row and 
Urath blawsTof doloure & displeasure toke hym at the herte / that there 16 
idesflight» none durst loke hym in the face / 6 for he 

loked lyke a speryt for 6 the folysshe loue that he had 
on you / he ranne about in the palayes as a disparate 
man / so that for fere of hym there was nother ladye 20 
nor damesell that durst abyde hym for the great furour 7 
and displeasure that he was in / so that by reason 
and how he fell of his great yre he fell in a greuowse malady, whearin 

he thought 8 to 8 haue dyed / and so was confessed 24 
& made hym redy to receyue the holy 9 sacrament 9 / 
than the kynge of Nauerne, & Sorbare, and dyuers other 
prynces came too vysyt hym, and desyred hym to put 
that folye out of his mynde and to crey 10 god 11 mercy / 28 
many notable clerkes 12 were there / and they shewed 
hym many good reasons and ensamples, and sayde 
without he wolde leue and forsake his folye he shulde 
be dampned 18 bodye and soule / 4 when the king your 32 



1 omitted. 8 too. 
* PoL clxxxii. ooL 1. 
«-«, that he should. 9 
12 doctors. 



8 departing. 1 and. 

6 because. 7 furie. 
ghost 10 to. U for. 
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father saw hym selfe in that doubte, knowynge that he 
had done yll to cause you to fle awaye / and that no 
tydynges coude be herde of you / suche a contrisyon and ra induced 

to repent of the 

4 and a repentaunce toke hym that greate haboundaunce tin he had 
of droppes fell frome his eyen / so 1 that all his face was 
wet / and he had 2 so great 2 doloure and contrysion 5 in 
hymaelfe that euery man that sawe hym wepte for 
8 petye / and the kynge of Nauern had so great petye of 
hym that he was so sorowfull that a greuous syknes 
toke him, so that the fourth daye he dyed, wherof y* 
kynge your father was ryght sorowfull / at last his 
12 syknes determyned, and 4 was recoured and in good 

helth a certeyne space / but by reason of the dolour Forioveoride, 

Florence is still 

that he had for you he coude not be ceased / 8 he fel eoreeick. 
agayne sore syke, and so he contynueth, and hathe no 

16 power to ayde nor 0 releue hymselfe / but he eteth and 
drynketh ynough. And after nowe of late it hathe ben 
shewed hym / all your lyfe, and how by y e grace of 
7 our lord 7 8 god it is fallen to you / whearby suche ioye 

20 is come to his herte that there was neuer suche ioye 
before 7 in no mans herte, and yet he sayth that be shall 
neuer haue parfeyght ioye at his herte tyll 9 he may se 
you / and therfore he hath sent vs heder to you / and 

24 he desyreth and commaundethe as moche as the father 

can commaund his chylde / that both you and them- The messengers 

entreat Ide and 

presse your wyfe leue this your countrye in y* gydynge oitve to risit 
of your sonne, and to leue notable persons aboute hym and to leave 

28 to kepe and to conducte hym ; for it shalbe to you more Cro,M * ,,t ng9nU 
profeyghtable & better to vse your lyfe in pease in the 
realmes of Aragon and Nauerne with the duchye of 
Burdeaux / the whiche to you parteyneth by iust en- 

32 heritaunce / and he hathe gyuen vs in charge not too 
departe hense tyll 9 y 6 haue shewed me your wyll, to the 
entent that we may brynge hym sum good newes. 

1 in such sort *- 8 such. 8 greefe. 4 he. 6 but 
• and. 7-7 omitted. 8 Fol. clxxxii. col. 2. 8 vntill. 
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Ide Is •onry 
for hit fetor's 
■ickiMts, 



and promiM* to 
yUU him. 



Olive does not 
wish to leave her 
« ountry and her 
•on. 




% Howe the emperoure yde and thempresse 
Olyue gaue good instructions to there sonne 
whan they departed from Rome, and how 
they arryued at Courtoyse and cam to 4 
Florence, who with great ioy receyued them 
as his chydren. Capitulo .clxxxii 

, Han themperour yde had herde this 
knyght reporte these newes of the 8 
kyng his father / the water fell frome 
his eyen for petye and ioy that he had, 
and answered and saycL ' Syre, I wyll 
that ye knowe well that of your comynge and good 12 
newes I am ryght ioy full / but I am sory for the 2 sik- 
nes that my father is in / whearfor to recomfort hym 
and 3 make hy?n ioy full, I wyll 4 ye retourne to hym 
and say howe that humblye I recommaunde me to his 16 
good grace, and that at mydsomer nexte I and my wyfe 
shal 5 be with hym.' the messengers, herynge that 
answere, were ryght ioy full. Than after dyner they 
toke theyr leue of themperour and of thempresse / who 20 
gaue them many ryche gyftes for the honour of kynge 
Florence theyr father / and so the messengers departed / 
Whan thempresse Olyue vnderstode the wyll of her 
lorde / she was ryght sorowfull for to leue her countree 24 
wheareas she was borne and norysshed, and specially to 
leue her sonne Croisant whom she loued. But syn it 
was the pleasure of her lorde so to do she contented 
herselfe / for she loued her husbonde so well that she 28 
wolde in no wyse saye agaynst his pleasure nor lette 
hym to do his wyll / ryght sorowfull were the prynces 
and lordes of that countree and all the people of Home. 
But the best wyse they coude they comforted them- 32 



1 Fol. clxxxii. back, col. 1. * great. 
« that * will. 
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selues by cause of the yonge prynce Croysant, who 
shulde tary and abyde with them, 1 whom themperour 
delyuered to 2 them to be kept / and than he spake to 
4 his son, and shewed him many 3 fay re and 8 notable 4 ide instruct* 
reasons s and doctrynes;* he commaunde hym to be Sl^Saof* 11 
swete 5 and courtoyse to his 6 people 8 and to his lordes, 8 emperor » 
and that he shulde not be lyght of credence / and that 
8 in any wyse he 7 shulde not 8 leen 8 his eares to here 
flatterers, nor the venym 9 that cometh from them that 
wyll lye and flatter to please hym with al to the entent 
to come to theyr entensyon / whearby many a prynce 

12 hath ben distroyed / and brought into 10 hell, whearas 11 
they and theyr londe also for beleuynge of them haue 
ben dampned perpetually / ' son, loke thou be so rued and Rives him 
with gentylmen, suche as are come of them that hathe KOOd " dTle *' 

16 been of good renome / loue 12 holy churche / gyue almes 
to the poore for loue of 8 our lorde 8 Iesu cryst / let thy 
cofers 18 be open to thy good knyghtes, beware 14 bee noo 
nygarde, and beware 14 be not ouercome with wyne / lede 

20 an honest lyfe / haunt and kepe companye with the 
aunsyent sages, 16 and laude and prayse them yf they be 
worthye / flee flatterers and mockers, and beware therof 
thy selfe / for thou canst not do worse / for 16 it shall 17 

24 abate thyne honour.' Thus themperour yde sayd to 
his sonne Croysant, and shewed hym manye notable 
saynge8 and goodly 18 instructions, than he called his 
lordes and sayd. ' Syre, the moost parte of you know- 

28 eth my wyll, the whiche is that I and my wyfe wyl go 

into Aragone to the kyng my father / therfore I desyre Me take* leave 
you all and commaunde you / that ye wyll haue my ° f hi * 
sonne as recommended 19 / 1 haue left hym great treasure, 

32 to the entent that yf any warre or any other besines 

1 and. 8 vnto. 8-3 omitted. 4 examples and. 
6 gentle. 6 Lordes and. T Fol. clxxxii. back, col. 2. 
listen with. • filth. 10 to. 11 whereby. 
12 the. 13 chests. 14 thou. 16 noblemen. 
16 because. 17 will. 18 fayre. 18 to you. 
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fall to hym / that be shall haue rychesse sufficyent to 
withstonde them that wolde do hym 1 any domage 1 or 
his countree / and also the realme of Aiagone is not so 
farre* hence / but 8 anone I may haue newes from hym.' 4 

H Whan the lordes vnderstode themperoure, and 
how he had taken on hym this vyage, they knew well 
they coude not let nor etope hym of his pleasure. 
Than they all answered in general! / and said that as 8 
4 nere as they coude they wolde acomplyssb his com- 
They promiM to maundement, and so 5 serue trewly his sonne Croysant, 

■enr« hit son • _ _ _ . . 

croimnt. and to ayde / kepe, and defende his countre agaynst all 

men that wolde anoye hym. ' Syrs, quod themperoure, 12 
'I thanke you.' Thus after that the emperour had 
spoken with his sonne and with his lordes, and shewed 
them his wyl and pleasure / than 6 he made redye for 
his iorney, and toke with hym a certeyne 7 of notable 7 16 
knygbtes to accompanye hym & Olyue thempresse his 
wyfe. 8 he apareled 8 two great shyppes, and caused 
them to be charged with vytayles and artelrye, as it 
apartayned for y* defence of theyr bodyes and lyues, 20 
& toke with hym great richesse and 6 aparell & iewelles / 
than he toke his leue of the pope and of all his lordes, 
and of all them of the cite, who made great sorow for 
ide «nd hit theyr departynge / than they entred in to tho ryuer of 24 
w^^ifTibtr, Tybre, accompayned with a 9 .v. C. knyghtes / at theyr 
departynge they toke leue of theyr sonne Croysaunt, 
and kyssed hym often tymes / whan thempresse sawe 
her sonne whome she must departe fro she began to 28 
wepe / but themperoure comforted her as moche as he 
myght 10 / than they toke theyr shyppes, & so departed 
and say led so longe in the streme 11 of Tybre that they 
came in to the bye see, wheare as they sayled nyght 32 
and day with good wynde, that without dauwger they 

*— 1 after country. 8 from. 8 that 
* Fol. clxxxiil col. 1. * to. 6 omitted. 
T ~ 7 number of. 8 and he foumysshed. • about, 

10 could. 11 Riuer. 
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anyued at the cite of Courtoyse, wheaie as they were andarriwat 
receyued with great ioy. 1 so they came to y* palayes 
2 and there 2 founde kynge Florence lyenge on a couche, 

i who whan he was aduertesed of there comynge he had 
greate ioy / than themperour and thempresse entered 
in to the palayes and came wheare as the kynge laye / 
than they both kneled downe before hym / and whan 

8 the kynge sawe them he had suche ioy that he coude 
3 speke no worde / but made a token that they shulde 
aproche nere to hym. and so they dyd / he enbrased & Flow** wannij 

welooiMa Ida and 

kyssed them often tymes / and whan he myght speke oht«. 

12 he sayd, 'my ryght dere chyldren, of your comynge I 
am ryght ioyous, 4 and of the grace that god hath sent 
to you ' 1 then agayne he kyssed often tymes thempresse 
Olyue, & sayd howe she was welcome in to the realme 

16 of Aragone / of 6 great ioy 6 and feest and 6 gyftes & 
presentes that were gyuen and done at theyr welcom- 
ynge, yf I shulde shew it at lenght it shulde be ouer 
longe to reherce / and therfore I passe it ouer. Nowe 

20 let vs leue spekynge of the kynge and of the emperour 

and empresse his wyfe, who toke suche pleasure to Th«yr«main 
abyde with kynge Florence that neuer after they re- kingdom, * 
tourned too Home / but they reygned togither al theyr and than hi. 

ruW. 

24 lyues in peace and good 7 loue / & they had no 8 mo 

chyldren 8 / but Croisant whom they had left at Home, 9 crouaant ak>n« 

' . „ , _ A rataa at Ronw. 

of whom we shall speke nowe after. 10 

% Howe Croysant was so large 11 and sc 
28 liberall that be gaue away all the treasure 
that hys father had left hyin / so that at last 
he had no more to gyue / and so was con- 
strained to go seke his aduenture, he & a 
32 verlot alonely. Ca. c.lxxxiii. 

1 and. *-* wherea* they. * Fol. olxxxiii. ooL 2. 
* ioyfull. 6 the. feasting. 1 good before peace. 

8 ~ 8 child but. • and. 10 heereafter. 11 bountifull. 
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Croissant dellf hts 
In sports, 



and In firing rldi 
gifts. 




He enriched the 



mid gave kwwy 
all hit fintlier't 
treasure. 



Rat when he 
grew poor all 
former friendt 
aroided him, 



and refused him 
loans of money. 



Fter 1 themperour yde and y* empresse 
Olyue were departed from 2 Koine, 
Croysant theyr son grew and amend- 
ed in all thynge*. he delyghted to 4 
take his pleasure in all sportes 8 / he 
made to be cryed 4 Iustes 5 and 
tournoyse, and gaue large gyftes to ladyes and to 
knyghtes. none went from hym without sum gyft 8 
he toke great pleasure to gyue gyftes / so that he was 
praysed of euery man / howbeit dyuers aunsyent and 
wyse men sayd, ' yf Croysant, oure yonge prynce, dele 
thus longe* with y* treasure that his father left hym / 12 
it wyll be sore 7 wasted, and suche as now foloweth 
hym wyll forsake hym whan they se that he hath no 
more to gyue ' / as they dyd in dede / as ye shall here 
after / for he gaue to them that were pore, whearby 1 6 
they were made rych, who after wolde not gyue hym 
one morsell of breade / he was so lyberall & so great a 
dispender 8 that all the treasure that his father had left 
hym he gaue it awaye / so that many compleyned 20 
greatly 9 his bountye & largea, 10 he gaue awaye so moche 
that he was forsed to mynyshe 11 his estate, and was 
forsaken of all them that were wont to serue hym, by- 
cause he had no more to gyue them, so that whan they 24 
met hym they wolde tourn to another way / & whan he 
knew that he had so great shame that he determyned 
to departe pryuely out of the countre, and 12 goo seke 
his aduentures / for he sawe well 1 he had gyuen awaye 28 
ls 8o moche 18 and lent that he coude not than fynde one 
man that wolde lene u hym a 18 peny / than with that 
that 16 was left he bought two good horses, and monted 
on the one and 17 the other a verlot, and a male behynde 32 

1 that. 2 the Citie of. 3 and. 4 proclaimed. 
6 Fol. clxxxiii. back, col. 1. • omitted. 7 much. 
8 spender. • of. 10 for. 11 diminish. 12 to. 
after lent. 14 lend. 15 one. 14 which. 
17 vppon. 
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hym, and therin a gowne and his shertes and 1 hose and 
shoes, and he had in his purse no more but one c. fl. 
for his dispence. 2 Than 3 in a mornynge he departed He fleet ttom 

4 from Home, to thentent he shulde not be perseyued, 
and rode so long by his iorneys that he was far of from 
the cyte of Rome more than .iiiL dayes iornay. Now 
let V8 leue spekyng of hym tyll tyme shal be to retonrne 

8 to hym agayne. 

How they of Rome sent to the kinge 
Guymart of Puylle, to the entent that he 
shulde come and gouerne that countre, and 

12 to be theyr lorde, bicause that Croisant 
was a chylde, and had gyuen and wasted 
all that he had, and howe Guymart came 
theder and was receyued as lorde. 

16 Ca. Clxxxiiii. 

Fter that the barons and senatours of 
Home were aduertesede that theyr 
yonge lorde Croysaunt was departed The iord», And- 
20 from 'the cite, and that he had all without « ruler, 

wasted and spended the treasure that 
he had / than they assembled at the 
capetale / than 5 ther was one sayd / 'cursed is that 
24 londe whearof y* lorde is a chyde, as ye may well — 
parseyue by our yonge lorde Croysant, who hathe 
all dispended 6 and gyuen all 7 y* great treasure that his 
father had left hym / yll 8 shulde he gouerne his londe 
28 and countre whan he can not kepe it 1 that 9 is closed 

fast in his cofers / and therfore, myne aduyse is that we reeowe to invite 

King Gtaymert of 

eende to kynge Guymart of Puylle / who is all redye of Puyiie to take 

the throne* 

the mynde to come and besege vs, bycause he knoweth 

1 omitted, 2 expenses. * and. 
4 Fol. clxxxiii. back, col. 2. 6 and. • spent all 
7 away. 8 Yurie badly. • which. 
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well that we be without a lorde / and therfore myne 
aduyse is that we sende to 1 hym a notable enbassed' 
desyTynge hym to come to this cite of Borne / and how 8 
that this cite shall do to hym obeysaunce / better it is 4 
to sende by tymes than to late / to thentent that 4 
he nor none of his do no 6 domage to the londes of 
Rome ' / all they that were there agreed to his sayenge / 
& so they sent to hym, who e receyued the enbassetoors 7 8 
Guymart aoccpu ryght honorably / and so he came to Rome, wheare as 

the invitation, 

and becomes he was receyued for theyr lorde peacesablye. But or 8 
emperor. ne en tred in to Rome they went and met hym, and 

with great tryumphe 0 brought hym in to the cite with 12 
trompette* and tabours 10 blowynge before hym tyll u he 
cam to the churche of saynt Peter, and there he offered 
and kyst the relykes / whearof he made his oth, suche 
as emperours 13 accustomed to make / he to defend 16 
& kepe Rome & y° empyre. Than he went to the 
palayes, wheare as he was receyued of the noble men 
and of the people / 18 he gouerned Rome in peace and 
good 14 Iustice. Nowe let vs leaue spekynge of hym 20 
and retourne to Croysant. 



% Howe Croysaunt arryued at Nyse in pro- 
uaunce, and came to the erle Remon, who 
was beseged by the sarazyns / & of the 24 
honour that the erle Remon dyd to Croi- 
sant / and how he gaue hym his baner 
to bere, & made him knyght / and of the 
great enmye that the erles son had at 28 
Croysant Ca. Clxxxv. 

1 vnto. s Ambaaaage. 8 say. 4 neither. 6 any. 

6 Fol. clxxxiiii. col. 1. 7 Arabassadoure. § before 
• ioy. w Drummea. 11 vntill. 12 are. 13 then. 
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Fter that Croysant was departed from 
Rome he* and his verlet, 8 and had 
well sene how 4 in all Rome they set 
no thynge by hym bycause he hadde 



AsjmM/j&Jlf n <> more good 5 to gyue. 9 Than he 
rode throw Romayne and Lombar- 
dye / and passed Pyemont / and than he 2 came in to croissant ride. 

_ . , . into Provence. 

8 Daulpheney ; and when he came in to the towne 
of Grenoble it was shewed hym that in Prouaunce 
there was a notable 7 prynce named erle Remon, of Esxi Remon or 
saynt Giles, who was beseged by londe and by water in besieged in Nice 

12 y* towne of Nyse by the kynge Grenade and the kyng Grena^aSof 
of Belmaryne / who day and nyght made great assaultes B * lm * 17n *' 
to the cite / and they had sworne and made promyse 
that they wyll 8 neuer departe 9 thense tyll 10 they haue 11 

16 wonne the towne / and slayne the erle Remon / whan 
Croysant herde those newes, the hardye prowes wheare 
with he was garnysshed and replete set him in to 
so hye a wyll / that he thought the sarazyns fie we in u 

20 the Eyer, and that he wolde reyse theyr sege or 13 it be 
nyght / and for the bryngynge 14 desyre that he had he 
thought to goo theder to proue his vertue agaynst the 
paynyms / so whan he had rested his horse he and his 

24 squyer monted and rested not tyll he came to Nyse ; croissant arrives 
in an euynnynge late he 16 aryued without perseyuynge 
of them of the lege / for as then they were all in theyr 
tentes / for 16 a lytell before there had bene at the gate 

28 a great skyrmysh / whearfor the sarazyns were wery of 
theyr trauayle / & also on that parte that Croysant 
aryued there were no sarazins lodged / than he came to 
y* gate and prayed y e porter to let hym enter / & whan 

32 the porter saw there were no mo but .ii. persons, & that 

1 Fol. clxxxiiii. col. 2. 8 omitted. 3 with him. 
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and «nttr« u. he was crystened, 1 he suflfred him to enter without any 
refuse / & whan Croysant sawe that he was in wttAout* 
daunger he was ioyfull, 8 4 he came to one of the beet 
lodgynges in the towne, and there he alyghted and 4 
souped with his host / Bycause it was late to go that 
nyght to the court ; there he taryed all that nyght tyll* 

Nut day b* go* y* next mornynge / than he went to the palayes, 

thcKaiTaamoo. wheare as he fou?id the erle Remon deuysynge with his 8 
lordes and knyghtes of the dedes of y** warre ; than 
Croysant saluted the erle and all his lordes. whan the 
erle sawe the yonge man he greatly behelde hyni / and 
thought that in all his lyfe he had neuer sene so 12 
goodlye a person, and thought that he was com of sum 
noble lynage. Than he toke Croysant by the hande 
and demaunded what was 7 his name. 'Syr/ quod he, 

The mh welcome* ( my name is Croysant ' / ' Croysant/ quod the erle, 'ye 16 

hiin kindlj. 

are welcome / ye are come well at a point both for you 
and for me / for I haue great nede to haue men with 
me to ayde me / and me thynke by your personage 
that ye shulde acheue a great interpryses / for of your 20 
age I haue not sene in my dayes a yong man more 
lykely to be fered of his enemyes / & bycause I se by 
your apparell that ye be 8 no knyght, I shall make you 
a knyght to thentent that to morow your prowes 24 
& hardynes may be proued / for ye maye se here 
without this towne two kynges, enemyes to oure 
crysten fayth, and by the 9 pleasure of our lorde Iesu 
a battle wiu take cryst I haue intensyon 9 to morow to gyue them batayle, 28 
morrow. I loke this nyght for my brother, the duke of Calaber, 

brother! the who bryngeth with hym a* ,xxx.M. men of warre / 
S^x^SJwTS • and a« .xx.M. I haue all redye with in the towne / and 
urge army. considerynge your hye corage to come hether to serue 32 
me, I shall do you more honour ; after I haue made you 

1 a Christian. 2 any. 3 then. 
4 Fol. clxxxiiii. back, col. 1. 6 vntill. • omitted. 
7 was after name. 8 are. grace of god I intend. 
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knyght I shall gyue you my baner to bere / and y£ ye 
do as me thynke ye shulde do your payne shal not be 
lost.' ' Syr,* quod Croysant, ' god gyue me the grace 

4 that to 1 morowe to hym and to you I may do such 
sendees that it may be welth to all crystendome, and 
that god may perfourme in me that 2 wanteth / for yf 
ye make me knyght al the dayes of my lyfe after 

8 I shalbe yours 9 / than the erle incontynent sent for a 
son of his, who as than was no knyght, and dyuers 
other, whom he made knyghtes with Croysant / than The «ri knights 

. , . ~ k i t> it - i i Croissant with 

he sayde to Croysant, 'frend, I pray to our lord 8 Iesu other younf men. 

12 cryst 8 to gyue you suche fortune to-morow that ye may 
wanquysshe the batayle.' 'Syr,' quod he, 'god gyue 
me the grace to render to you thankes for the honour 
that nowe ye do to me / for as for me, by the grace of 

16 god that 4 to morowe I shall so do that your enemyes 
shall curse the hour that they are come hether to 
assay le you' / whyles thai Croysant was thus made 
knyght with the erles son and other, the same tyme 

20 thether came y* duke of Calaber, and he came to The duke of 

Calaber arrive*. 

the palayes / of the great 4 chere that he had made hym 
by his brother, the erle Kemon, I wyll make no 
mensyon / therof / but he came at y* same poynt 6 that 
24 these new knyghto were made, and that 6 quynteyne The quintain is 

set up* 

was set vp to proue them selfe. Than y* duke of 
- Calaber and the erle Eemon his brother went theder 7 
desyreous to se who dyd best / than y* duke demaunded 

28 of the erle what yong knyght it was that rode by his 
neuew, for he thought 8 he neuer saw 9 a goodlyer 9 
person nor more puyssant of his age. Than the erle 
sayd how he was come thether to seke for honour. 

32 But what he was nor of what lynage he knew not 
Thus they talked togyther of this yonge knyght Croy- 

1 Fol. clxxxiiii. back, col. 2. » which. god. 
4 omitted. 6 Reason. • a. 7 verie. 8 that. 
*— 9 so goodly a yong. 
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Croissant alone if 
able to strike it 
and throw it 
down. 



The ladies praise 
Croissant. 



The earl's son is 
jealous of 
Croissant. 



The earl asks of 

whnt family 
Croissant is. 



Re tells of his 



sant / 1 whan they came to y* place wheareas the 
quyntayne was dressed vp / the erles son ranne and 
bracke his spere all to peces, and than other assayed 
themselfe / sum bracke theyr speres, and sum fell too 4 
the erthe parforce 2 8 of there stroke / but there was none 
that coude remoue the quyntayne / whan Croisant sawe 
that all had assayed themselues to throw 4 the quyn- 
teyne, he had a greate spere, and ran so fyeraly that he 8 
strake the quyntayne and ouerthrew it to the ground, 
whearof euery man had great meruayle ; the duke sayd 
to y* erle that he neuer sawe so goodlye a stroke, 
and sayd howe he is greatly to be doubted that gyue 12 
such strokes ; he was greatly praysed of the ladyes and 
dameselles that were there present, & specially of the 
erles doughter, who was a fayre dameseL But who 
soeuer was ioyfull, y' erles sonne was displeased / 16 
he toke agaynst hym a mortall hate and an yll enuye, 
so that yf he had durst he wolde haue ryn vpon 
Croisant to haue distroyed him, and concluded in his 
corage that yf he myght lyue longe he wolde make 20 
Croysante* lyfe to departe from his bodye / and so he 
had done and 5 god had not ayded Croysant / whan 
Croysant had ryn his course he rode to the erle, who 
sayd to hym ryght swetly / ' Croysant, god encrease 24 
your bountye 6 and 7 gyue you grace to perceyuer 8 your 
goodnes / and I pray you humblye to shewe me the 
trouthe what ye be and of what lynage, for I am sure 9 
ye 10 be come 10 of sum hye lynage,' ' Syr/ quod Croy- 28 
sant, 4 syn ye wold know it I shall shew you y* trouthe. 
Syr, knowe for trouthe I am sonne to the noble 
emperour of Rome, and I am departed out of 11 countre 
for certen causes, the" whiche I coude 18 not suffer / 32 
and therf ore I went too serche myne aduentures such as 



1 and. 8 by force. 8 Fol. clxxxv. col. 1. 
4 ouerthrow. 6 if. 6 honour. T god. 8 in. 
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god wold sende me ' / whan the erle herde hym speke 
he was ryght ioyoase, 1 and thanked god, & sayd, ' fayre 
sonne, ye be welcom, I am ioyfull of your cominge, for 
4 the goodnes that I see in you apparent ; I haue a 
dough ter ryght fayre, whome I wyll gyue you in Thetarioflert 

Croltuuit hie 

8 maryage, and as moche of my goodes and of my londes daughter in 

and seygnoryes that ye shal neuer be pore.' 'Syr/ m * rrUge " 
8 quod Croysant, 'your fayre offer that ye make me 

I wyll not refuse, and I thanke you. But or 8 4 euer 4 crotiMntwm 
I take a wyfe my wyll is to do so moche tiiat myne huf*** 

honour may be exalted, and that re now lie maye rynne prow cm. 

12 vpon me as it hathe done of my predecessours, and that 
I may conquyre londes and seygnoryes.' Than the 

erles sonne, herynge his father make Croysant suche an The eari'i eon 

offer as to gyue him his sister in maryage and a great ofl^and" 

16 parte of his londe / he was therwith sore troubled in his 

hert ; 5 he toke agaynst hym a cordyall hate, and made growing more 

...... „ . , tnTkme, resolve 

promyse in hym selfe that if he may 0 retourne from the on the death or 
batayle he wyll 7 cause Croysant to dye an yll deth / * n,w * oomer ' 

20 thynkynge not to be disenheryted by hym / after those 
wordes the duke of Calaber and the erle Eemon toke 
betwene them y* yonge knyght Croysant & led him by 
the hande to the palayes, wheare as he was receyued 

24 with great ioye / and after dyner they came in to the 
hall wheare as all the lordes were. Than Croysant, 
who greatly desyred 8 to be in suche a place wheare as 
he myght shew his prowes, spake on hye, and sayd to 9 

28 erle Eemon, ' Syr, ye knowe well that y e enemyes 
of oure lorde god & yours hath beseged you in your 
towne / the whiche is a thynge not to be suffred, 4 and 
vnreasonable, 4 so long without doynge 10 tbem any 

32 anoyaunce / and therfore, syr, I counsell 11 that or 3 they 
knowe moche of your estate or 4 of your 4 puyssaunce, 

1 ioyfull. * Fol. clxxxv. ool. 2. 8 before. 
*-* omitted. 6 as. • myght. 7 would. 8 delighted. 
• the. 10 of. 11 you. 
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sortie. 



Tlie earl's forces 
prepare to march 
against the 
enemy, 

who Is besieging 
them in Nios. 



croissant advisee or what people ye haue, it were best ye went to aasayle 

an immediate 

them 1 without any lenger taryenge / orden your hede* a 
and your capeteyns to gyde your people, to the entent 
that whan ye were 3 issued out of the towne 4 and than 4 
that 4 euery man may knowe what ye are purposed 
to do / 6 and than sende to your enemyes a messenger 
and gyue your enemyes knowledge of your comynge, 
and we shall folowe so fast that they shall haue no 8 
leaser to arme them* / whan the duke of Calaber & y* 
erle Remon vnderstode the noble Croysant they praysed 
moche his counsell and aduyse. Than they ordeyned 
theyr batayles and theyr capeteyns / and than they 12 
issued out of the towne with all theyr companye. 

% Howe Croisant dyd meruayles in the batayle, 
by whose prowes the sarazins were discom- 
fited and slayne, whearof the erle Remon 16 
and the duke of Calaber were ryght ioyfull. 

Ca. clxxxvi. 

, Han the erle Eemone was without the 
towne / he ordeyned thre batayles. 20 
The fyrst Croysant had the leadynge 
tlierof, & the erle sayd to him, 
'frunde, I praye you this day shew 
from whense ye come, and how that ye be of the lynage 24 
mperyall, and of the good lyne of the duke of Bur- 
deaux / for I haue suche trust in god and in the vertue 
of your armes / that me thynke now* myne enemyes do 
flee awaye before me.' 1 Syr/ quod Croisant, ' I shall 28 
do so much by y* grace of god that our enemyes shall 
haue no leaser to graunt vs the victorye. The seconde 
batayle led 7 the erle Remons sonne, and his father sayd 

1 therefore. 2 Battailes. 3 are. 4-4 omitted, 
6 Fol. clxxxv. back, col. 1. 6 now after do. 
7 led after sonne. 



Croissant leads 

one detachment. 




The earl's son 
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to hym that he shulde that day 1 shew forth his vertue 

and prowes. The thyrde batayle the erle Remone and Tb« eari bimMir 

the duke of Calaber had the gydynge therof, 8 they set c*u!»J ilad'th* 

4 in euery batayle .xv. M. men / than the erle Remon thl " 1, 
went before euery bataile sterynge and mouynge them 
to do well / 2 than the erle sent a messenger to the host Ths christians 
of the sarazyns to shew them of the coming of the approach to tha 

8 cry8ten men / 2 they were before theyr tentes in .▼. 8m * n * n * m7 ' 
batayles / they were in nombre a 8 .C. M. sarazyns, 
whearof there were .ii. kinges and four© Admyralles. 
This messenger dyd his message / and whan he had 
12 done / he retourned to the erle Remon & shewed 
hym all that he had herde & sene. Than Croysant 
sayd to the erle. ' Syr. I requyre 4 you 6 shew me what croUaant long* to 

attack th« two 

armes the .ii. sarazyn kynges doth beare, to the entent sancsn Unga. 

16 that I maye knowe them / for the sonner that the great 
men be slayne the sonner y* other wyll fle / for 6 that 
shall 7 abasshe them and the sooner to be discomfyted, 
for men without a lorde are / as shepe without a — 

20 8heparde.' Then y* erle shewed hym theyr armes and 
bages. ' Syr,' quod Croysant, 'syn I am hereof aduer- 
tesed I shall neuer rest tyll 8 I haue incountred them yf 
god wyll saue myne armes and good sworde * / than the 

24 paynyms who saw well y* crysten men comynge / they 9 
cast vp a great crey & so meruelous that there was none 
so hardy / but that 9 was abasshed therof / for it semed 
that all y* worlde there aryued / whan Croysant sawe 

28 the sarazyns approche he auaunsed ids batayle / and croissant 
whan they ioyned / he couched his spere and strake afid'kmTtha 
therewith the sonne 10 of 11 kynge of Belmaryne / so that ^li^rjnaf 111 ^ 
the spere hede passed thorowe his bodye more than a • ndnunyothir ^ 

32 good 9 fote / and so with drawynge out of his spere the 
sarazyn fell downe deed amonge the horse feet, 12 whearof 

1 Fol. clxxxv. back, col. 2. 2 and. 3 about. * pray. 

* to. 6 Itecauae. 7 will. • to till. 9 omitted. 
10 sodec a/'er Belamyne. 11 the. 12 Fol. clxxxri. col. 1. 
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The Saracens flee 
^ before him. 



The king of 
Belmaryne ie 
made desperate 
by the loea of 
his son. 



The Earl Remon 
flghta valiantly, 



and nearly kills 
the king of 
Grenade. 



the paynyma had great dolour whan Croysant had 
slayne the sonne 1 of y* kyng of Belmaryn / there cam 
before hym the neuew of the kynge of Grenade / 
8 Croy8aunt bare hym to the erthe so rudely e so 3 that 4 
in the fallynge he brocke his necke / than he ranne at 
the thyrde and at 8 y e .iiii. and slew them / and as longe 
as his spere helde 4 ceased not to sle and to bet downe y* 
sarazyns / and whan his spere was broken he tooke his 8 
8Worde, whearwith he claue the sarazyns to the brayne, 
and cut of armes and handes / he made amonge them 
such slawghter that there was not so hardye a sarazyn 
that durst abyde his full strok, but they fled from hym 12 
as the shepe doth before the wolfo / anone the tydinges 
was brought to the kynge of Belmaryn howe his sonne 
was slayne by a yonge knyght who dyd meruaylles in 
the batayle / 8 whan the kynge knew that his sonne was 16 
slayn he wepte for sorow, and made promyse that he 
had rather dye than the deth of his son shulde be 
vnreuenged / and therwith he preased into the batayle, 
and met at his comynge the dukes seneschall 5 of Ca- 20 
laber, 6 and strake hym with his spere in suche wyse 
that he ranne hym clene thorow, and so he fell downe 
deed / than y* batayle began fyersly, and they of Pro- 
uaunce and of Calaber dyd valyauntly / than y* erle 24 
Remon came in to the batayle, and met with the Ad- 
myrall of Cordes and gaue hym with his sworde *suche 
a stroke* on y* helme that he claue his hede to the 
brayne, and so he fell downe deed / than he sawe the 28 
kynge of Grenade, who slew many a crystenman ; than 
the erle Remon toke a spere & ranne at the kynge, and 
strake hym so on y e vyser of his helme that he fell to 
y* erth with his fete vpwarde amonge his owne men, 32 
and had ben there slayne and his men had not 7 socoured 



1 sonne after Belamyne. 1 and. * omitted. * he. 
*— 6 be/ore seneschall. 6—8 be/ore with his sworde. 
T Fol. clxxxvi. col. 2. 
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hym / in another place was Croisant, and he saw before 
hym the kynge of Belmaryn, who rode aboute sekynge 
for Croysant to be reuenged vpon 1 hym for y 6 deth of 
4 his sonne / 2 whan the kynge sawe Croysant betynge 
downe horse and men, and that none coude resyst 
agaynst hym / he had greate desyre to be reuenged, and 
sayd to Croysant. '0 thou false tray tour that hath The kin* of 

o-i _ , Belmaryne 

o slayne my sonne, I ought greatly to laude and prayse challenges 
Mahounde yf I may be reuenged vpon the ' / than he CroiMaut * 
couched his spere and strake Croysaunt in the myddes 
of his shylde, so that his spere flew all to peces / but for 

12 all y* stroke Croysant remoued no more / than tho he ^ 
had stryken a stone walle / & Croysant, sore displeased 
that the kynge had gyuen hym suche a stroke / lete go 
the brydell of his horse, & lyft vp his sworde with 

16 bothe his handes / and strake the kynge as he past by 
on the corner of his helme in suche wyse that he strake 
it clene asondre. 8 yf the stroke had not gleynted 8 he 
had clouen his hede to the gyrdell / but the sworde 

20 tourned & alyght on 4 the hors necke, so that he strake and is stricken to 
y* necke clene asondre / so 6 that of force y* kynge youth** 1 bJ 
tombled to the erth 6 astoned of the stroke that he had 
receyued / and if he hadde not ben quykely rescowed 

24 Croysant had striken of his hede / than the sarazyns 

remounted agayne theyr kynge, & ran at Croysant, and croissant is hard 
cast at hym dartes 7 and iauelyns to haue slayne hym / Saracens, 
but they durst not aproche nere hym so moche they 

28 fered hym / howbeit they hurte hym in dyuers places. 

he helde his sworde in his handes, whearwith he strake but kin. many 

of them. 

no man with a full stroke / but that he claue his hede 
to the brayne / than he saw -f great admyrall of Spayn, 
32 & he gaue hym suche a stroke that his hed was clouen including the 

great admiral 

to y* chyn, & so fell down deed, great 8 sorow made of Spain 

1 of. * and. 8 glaunoed. * yppon. 
6 in such sort. 6 sore. 7 dartes after cast. 
8 Fol. clxxxvi. back, col. 1. 
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and the king of 
Grauad*. 



Croiasant also 



the sarasyns, and specially y* kynge of Grenade / 1 whan 
Croysant sawe hym he knew hym well by his armes, 
wherof he was ioyfull / 1 Croysant aproched to hym and 
gaue hym on the helme suche a stroke that his hede 4 
was clouen to y* brain, and so the kyng fell down deed / 
than Croysant ranne at hym that bare the sarazyns 
baner, whearin 2 was paynted the Image of Mahounde* / 
he strake hym that bare it with a reuerse stroke betwene 8 
the necke and the shulders / that the hede with the 
helme flew in the felde / and he 4 layd* so in y* thy eke 
prease that anone he made way / the sarazyns wolde? 
haue reased vp agayne theyr baner / but they 12 
coude not 

IT Whan the sarazyns saw theyr ki/?ge deed and 
theyr banner lyenge on y e ground, theyr corage began to 
fayle them / than they bray led and opened theyr array 16 
and began to lese 7 place / and Croysant, who toke hede 
of nothynge / but to sley the great capeteyns, at last 
he 4 saw before hym the kynge of Belmarne, who had 
slayne many a cristenmaw that daye / Croysant strake 8 20 
hym suche a stroke on the ryght shulder that arme and 
shylde fell to the erth, 9 and by reason of the great 
doloure that the kinge felt / he fell in sowne amonge 
the hors fete, wheareas he dyed myserable / the duke 24 
of Calaber & the erle Remon regardinge the hye dedes 
of armes done and acheued by Croysant had great 
meruayle of his force and puissaunce / x they blyssed 
the houre that he was borne in / thankynge god of his 28 
comynge theder / they rested and behelde hym howe 
he made theyr enemyes to fle awaye, for none was so 
hardy to abyde hym / fynally if I shulde reherse y* hye 
dedes that Croysant dyd that day it shulde be oner 32 
longe to declare / for by hym & by his great hardines 

1 and. 2 wheron. 8 Mahomet 4 omitted. 
5 on. 6 fayne. 7 loose. • gane. 
9 etrth in test. 
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the paynyms and earazyns were vtfterly discomfyted / He utterly 

" ** defeate the 

for he was happye that coude saue hymselfe / thus they sarmcen*. 
fled on all sydes 2 towardes y e see syde, 3 there were mo 

4 slayne in tbe fleynge than were in y e playn batayle / 
for from thense to the see syde the wayes were couered 
with deed men / such as myght saue them selues in y e 
shyppes were happy, but there were but 4 few that 

8 scaped / after y e chace 5 done they of Prouaunce and of 6 
Calaber came to the boutey, y e whiche was 7 great / 3 the 
whiche 8 the erle Remon 8 departed and gaue in suche 
wyse 8 that euery man was 9 content with him : 9 for there 
12 was suche rychesse in the tentes of the sarazyns that it 
coude not be estemyd 10 / wherby all suche as 11 had 
ben 11 at y' batayle were riche euer after, both they & 
theyr frendes. 



1 6 ^| Of the great honour that erle Remon dyd 
to Croisant, & howe he wolde haue gyuen 
hym hys doughter in mariage / whearof the 
erles sonne was sore enuyous, and thought 

20 the same nyght to haue mordered 12 in his 
bed 12 the noble Croisant / but he failed, for 
the noble Croisant slew hym & after fled 
awaye as fast as he myght. 

24 Capitulo. C.lxxxvii. 

Fter that the batayle was fynysshed, 
and that the sarazyns were deed, the 
erle Remon with great reuerence Emri Remon 
came to 18 Croysant, and toke hym by great honour, 
the hande, and ledde hym in to the 
towne betwene the duke of Calaber 
1 Fol. olxxxvi. back, coL 2. 2 partes. 3 and. 




vene. 



6 was. 6 omitted. 



exceeding. 



8-8 distributed so liberally tberof. wel contented. 

10 valued. n ~ n were. 12 ~ 12 after Croisant. 18 vnto. 
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and hym selfe / and they dyd hym as greate honour as 
they coude deuyse, & so entered in to the towne, and 
with great 1 Ioy & solempnite thei were receyued / 
2 they came to the palaies & dysarmed 8 them / & whan 4 
they were refresshed / than 4 y* duke of Calabre & y* 
erle Remon came to Croysant / than 8 the erle said. * O 
right noble knight, replete with all vertues and hyghe 
prowes, to whom no man is comperable / y* stronge 8 
arme / shelde / and resorte* of the countree of Prouence 
and Languedoc / by thy hye verta* this day 7 hast saued 
one of the quarters of cristendone, whearby the fayth 
of Iesu 4 chryst is exalted / the whiche yf thou haddest 12 
no ben / had ben abated and staunched / it is not in 
me to say nor recompt the goodes 8 that ye haue done 
vs this day / nor it lyeth not in me to rewarde it / but 
if it were thy pleasure to abase thy selfe so lowe / as 16 
to take my doughter in manage / y* whiche I wold 
gladly se / 2 1 wyll gyue the / the one halfe of all that 
euer I haue / for a fayrer iewel nor a richer I can not 
giue than my dere doughter whome I lou? entyrly. 20 
She is the fayrest 9 / the swetest 10 / and the 11 moost 
humble 11 damsell that is now lyuynge.' Whan Croysant 
had well vnderstande the erle Remon he said. ' Syr, 
of your curtoyse and ryche gyfte that ye offre me / 1 24 
cn»i«««uit not-epts wyll not refuse it / but thanke you hertly therfore 12 / & 

th* offer. J ' «. 

as for your doughter whome ye offre to gyue to 4 me / 
I trust 18 I shall do her that honour that on 14 her heed 
I shall set a crowne of golde and make her Empresse 28 
of Home / wheare she shall be serued and honoured / as 
lady of 15 all the countree. ' Whan the erle herde the 
answere of Croysant / he was right 16 ioyfull / but his 
sone who was there present / 17 had nye raged for 17 dys- 32 



The earl again 
oilers Croiuant 
his daughter in 
mnrriage, 
and one half of 
hie property. 



* and. 



8 vnarmrd. 



1 Fol. cixxxvii. col. 1. 
4 omitted. 6 refuge. 6 prowess*. 7 thou. 
* goodnew»e. 9 most faire. 10 sweet 11-11 humblest. 
12 therof. 13 that. 14 vpon. 16 ouer. w verie. 
17—17 W(W neere hand in a raife with the. 
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pleasure, 1 and sayd 2 to hym. ' By god, Croysant / syn The earl's «m 
thus by you I shalbe disherited / and that my father ratwwwith 
wyll giue you that 3 of right apartayneth to me / or 4 6 1 CrolMa,lt * 

4 graunt therto, I shall make you to dye of an euil 6 deth / 
though I do it by treason / nor thou shalte neuer haue 
my syster in maryage ' / thus thought the erles sone to 
worke against Croysant, who knewe nothynge therof / 

8 7 thu8 without god helpe him / he was lykely to 8 be 8 
slayne petyously. Than there began great Ioye in the 
palaies / the erle Remon wente to se his doughter, and 
sayd to her / 'my dere doughter / knowe for trouth I The earl informs 

J 1 J O / hie daughter of 

12 haue gyuen you in manage / to the moost fayre / and croieeant'e 

proraiee to marry 

hardiest knight thai euer was gyrde with 9 swerde: her. 
that is Croysant whom ye se here, by whom we 10 all 
delyuered and brought out of seruage into fredom / for 

16 we had ben all lost if his bye prowes had not ben, by 
whom all the paynims are discomfyted' / whan the 
damsell herde her father she was right ioyous 11 / and 
thanked god and said. ' Syr, syn it is your pleasure to 

20 gyue me to this noble knight / I shall not refuse hym / 

but I am agreed 12 to fulfyl your pleasure/ whearof sbewmingiy 
Croysant was ioyf ul, for she was so fayre that euery 
man had meruayle therof. Than the damsell saluted 

24 Croysant and said. ' Syr, of your comynge and socours 
we ought to be ioyous 11 / for by you we are restored to 
ioye : y* which was lost ' / * lady, quod Croysant / so 
goeth the workes of our lorde god / 13 men maketh ~- 

28 batayles / and god gyueth y e victory ' / thus deuysynge 
they entred into y* chambre wheare as the bourdes 
were redy sprede / but Iacars the erles sonne wolde iyacare,the 

.... . • earl's ton ( 

not come there / but he wente into the towne m to a summons ten or 
32 secrete place / and thyther he sent for ten of his affinite / hl " reUUTe *' 

1 that he had. * inragedly. 8 which. 4 before. 
6 Fol. clxxxvii. col. 2. 6 euill. 7 and. 
* haue bene. 9 a. 10 were. 11 ioyfull. 
12 content. 13 for. 
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in whom he had parfite affiaunce / than he shewed to 
nitd piotn to them all his intencion, and determined that whan Croy- 
whiie wieep. sant was a 1 bedde and a slepe / than thei to mnrdie 
him in his bed 8 and his sqnier also. Whan these .x. 4 
traytours vnderstode their maister / they answered and 
said how they were all redy to do his commaundement 
what soeuer com therof / thus they taried y* home to 
accomplysshe their vngracions enterpryse / as they were 8 
in their communicacion / there was in a chambre there 
a yoong sqnire besyde / a yonge sqnier who had wel herde their enter- 
traUora,™ tl e pryce & what thei were determined to doo / than he 

said to himself e that surely he wold aduertyse Croysant 12 
of their malicious enterprice / to the entent that he 
shuld not be surprised / s he departed as praiely as he 
and reveal* the coud & 4 cam to Croisant / & shewed him how the 
plot to croissant. ^ meQ were determined to murdre him 1 6 

the 6 same night in his bed slepynge / & how that echo 
of them had a sharps knyfe / &* said, 4 syr, be 7 gar- 
nysshed 7 to defende your lyfe / for thei all haue sworne 
your deth ' / Whan Croysant vnderstode y* sqnier he 20 
croissant win nut waxed as reed as a brenninge coole / & sayd, 4 1 can 
treachery. not byleue that suche a treason shuld be in the corage 
of a noble man / as to murdre hym that neuer dyd him 
trespas ' / 4 sir, quod the squier / 4 ye may do as ye 24 
please / but without ye fynde remedy / ye are but lost* 
Whan Croysant herde that he trembled for 8 displesure 
that he was in / & he thought in 9 him selfe that he 
wold not shew the matter to no 10 person lyuynge / but 28 
he sware that if any came to do him displeaser that 11 
with his swerd he wold cleue his heed to y* brayne / 
thus the matter rested tyl 12 it was night / & so he went 
croissant snps in to y e hal amowge 8 other lordes, & there he fouitde y* 32 

with Earl Remon, . , i #*« « 1 

erle / who made hym great chere / the 18 souper was redy, 

1 in. 2 Fol. clxxxvii. back, ool. 1. 8 then. * so. 
* very. 6 he. T -7 readie armed. 8 the. • within, 
w any. » omitted. » vnUll. 18 and. 
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and 1 than they sate downe : of their seruyce I make 
no rehersall / after they had souped diuers sportes were 
shewed in y* hall, & whan 2 houre reqnisyt came euery 
4 man went to bed / 3 y e erle Hemon had pre 4 pared for 
Croysant a fayre chambre with a riche bed for him / & 
a couche bed for his squier / than Croisant toke leue of and afterwards 
y e erle & of the damsell with whom he was 5 in hit squire to a 
8 amours 6 / than he went to his chambre wel accompanied rich ch * mber * 
with knightes and squiers / than 8 with in a sesow 6 thei 
toke leue of him / & than he was alone 7 saue with 7 
his squier / whom he made to lye in the coueh bed 1 / 

12 & shewed him nothynge of that he thought to do / 

than Croysant armed hi?n at all peces / his helme on croissant puts on 
his heed / his shelde about his necke & his swerde * trong armour - 
about him / and so layde him downe in his bed & 

16 hyd him with clothes that his armure shuld not be sene 
by them that shuld 8 come thyder / 9 there he lay as 
preuely as he coude / & than about mydnight the erles The earl's son 
son entred in to the chambre all vnarmed with his * aUn9 

20 swerde in his hande & his .x. companyons with him / 
eche of them with a sharpe weapon in their handes / 
than thei approched to Croysantes bed, than 8 the erles 
sone lyfte vp his swerde & strake Croysant on the and strikes 

Croissant on the 

24 helme suche a stroke that the swerde swerued in his helm, but doe* 
hande, whearby he parceyued that he was armed & himiu>bart ' 
that he had warnyng of their corayng, whearof he was 
right sorowfull / than he recouered againe another 

28 stroke, thynkynge to haue slaine Croysant / but he 

coulde not / his helme was so good / than the other .x. The other traitors 
strake at Croysant / but they coulde do hym no hurt, 
his harneys 10 was so good / than Croisant 11 as a hardi 

32 knight 11 rose vp quyckly with his swerde in his hande / croissant rises, 
whan the erles sonne sawe that / he was neuer so 

1 omitted. 2 the. 3 and. 
4 Fol. clxxxvii. back, col. 2. 5-6 enamoured and. 
6 while. 7-7 Railing onely. 8 would. 
9 so. 10 armour. 11-11 after quickly. 
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and strikes tlie 
earl'» von dead. 



But the others 
kill CroiM&Dt's 
squire. 



Croksant slajs 
live of them. 



afrayde in all his lyfe / & thought to haue fled away / 
but Croysant was before him / & gaue him suche a 
stroke on y* heed with his swerde that he claue 1 his 
heed 1 to y* chyn, & so he fel downe deed / & the other 4 
had slayne Croysantes 2 squier, whearof he was sory / 
than he ran at them lyke a man dysperate, and dyd 
so moche that within a shorte space he had slayne fyue 
of them / & the other fled away into a nother chambre 8 
and durste 8 speake no 4 worde. 



% Howe Croysant departed from Nyse with 
his swerde in his ha/ide, and howe the erle 
Remon was sorowful for the deth of his 12 
sone, and chased after Croisant, but he 
coud not be fou^d. Ca. C.lxxxviii. 



Croissant is in 
fear because he 
has •lain the 
earl's son. 



He finds the 
fttebles barred 




Han Croysant saw himself e so enter- 16 
priced, and that he had slayne the 
eries sone, he was in great feare / for 
he knew well 6 yf he were taken he 
shiilde be in daunger of his lyfe / 20 
and determines to therfore hastly he departed out of the palais, and whan 
ne# ' he came to the stable wheare his hors stode / he founde 

a greate yron chayne before the dore, to the entent that 
y e hors shulde not be taken out in the nyght tyme / 24 
6 whan he saw that he was sore discomforted, and said, 
* 0 very god, now by thy grace ayde me, I ought well 
to be sory whan I must leue my hors. Alas, now 
I can not tell how to beare myn armure / certaynely 28 
without 7 god ayde 8 me now I se no way how I may 9 
scape aliue. Alas, I thought to haue ben maried to y e 
erles doughter / but now I am ferre fro it syn I haue 
slayne her brother / I was 10 not in mynde so soone 10 32 



>-» it. 
6 tlmt. 



2 Fol. clxxxviii. col. 1. 
" and. 7 except. 



• can. 10 * 10 minded, 



3 not. 4 one. 
8 succour. 
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to haue retourned into my countre / tyl 1 1 hadde con- 
quered some honoure and londes, whearby I might 
haue ben receyued honourably of them that dyd set 

4 nothynge by me 1 / than he began sore to wepe / 2 he 
went through 8 the towne 4 as preuely 4 as he mighte / Hegoeeaii 
he coulde not trauayle longe in his armure / 6 he behelde th?to™!° u * h 
in a corner of a strete 6 a voyde house, 6 thyder he empty touw. 1 

8 went 7 & vnarmed him of all his armure except his He doffs hi* 

armour, 

swerde, and so he was in a wyght iacked, and than he 

rested not tyll 1 he came to the gate, and called the and go* to the 

gate of the city* 

porter and desyred him to open the gate, saynge ho we 8 
12 he had busynes to do a lytell without the towne / the 
porter answered chorlysshely, 9 and sayd / 'there re- 
quyreth no hast, he might well abyde ' / for he sayd he 
wolde not open no gate tyll 1 it was fayre day. ' Fronde/ The porter 
16 quod Croysant, ' I praye the shewe me this curtoyse' / the gate. 0 ° P * n 
the porter answered fyeraly, & said / ' thou doest but 
lose thy payne 10 for the gate shall not be opened the 4 w 
tyl 1 the sonne ryse.' Whan Ooysant sawe that 4 for no 
20 fayre wordes 4 y e porter wolde 11 open the gate 12 / he set 

his hande vpon 13 his swerd, and sayd / 'thou false croieeant dmwe 

hie sword, 

traytour, without 14 incontynent 16 thou 16 open the gate 
with my swerde I shal alee the.' whan the porter sawe 

24 that Croysant held a naked swerde in his hande 
to 17 haue stryken 17 him, he had great feare / 18 he came 
forth in hast with the keyes in his hande, and said, 
' syr, I shall open y e gate with a good wyl ; ' how be it P 0 ** 

28 he was so afrayde that all his body trembled for feare / 
than he came to the gate & opened the wycket / 18 than 
Groi8ant issued out vnarmed, and had on but a cloke 
ouer his doubled, 19 and his swerde about him, and 

1 vntill. 2 so. 8 Fol. clxxxviii. col. 2. 4-4 omitted. 
6 but 8-8 before of. 7 and he went before thyder. 
8 that. 8 stubbornly. 10 labour. 11 not. 
u by fayre meanes. 13 to. 14 except 
16 incontyuent after gate. 18 dost 17 ~ 17 strike. 
18 and. 19 cloake. 
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Croissant escapes 

tor 



The trmitoroui 
companions of 
tlte earl's son 
who bad escaped 
alive tell the 
earl of Crois- 
sant's deed. 



The earl swoons 
on seeing bis dead 



a lytell purse by 1 his gyrdell, and therin twenty shyl- 
lynges in money, and no more / thus as ye haue herde 
Groisant issued out of y* towne of Nyse in Prouance, 
and he 2 toke the way to 8 Borne, but or 4 he had gone 4 
two leeges / the fyue traytours that fledde fro him and 
were hydden in a chambre / whan they thought that 
Croisant was departed, for thei thought 6 he wolde not 
tary by cause he had slayne the erles sone / than they 8 
went out of the chambre makynge great bruyt and 
great 2 noyse / soo that euery man rose in the palayes / 
and the erle him selfe rose and came in to y* hall with 
his swerde in his hande, & there he founde the fyue 12 
traytours / who shewed hym that for certayne wordes 
betwene Croysant and his sone there was a fray be- 
twene them / whearby your sone is slayne by the 
handes of Croisant / the whiche he dyde wylfully, to 16 
the entent to haue all youre londes after youre dyssease, 
bycause ye haue gyuen him youre doughter in manage / 
and or 4 we coulde come he was fledde / but or 4 he 
departed out of the chambre he slewe fyue men besyde 20 
your sone, for they were not armed / & 6 Croysant was 
armed / 7 he semed rather a spirite than any 8 mortall 
man / and whan we aawe that we coulde not approche 
to him bycause he was armed / we slew his squier. 24 
Whan the erle herde them it was no meruayle thought 
he was sorowfull; 7 than he went in to the chambre 
wheare as his sone lay dede / whan he came thyder* for 
great distres that he had at his herte he fell downe 28 
vpon his sone in a swone / 7 whan he came to himself e 
he cryed, and sayd, ' A, Croysant, your acqueyntaunce 
is to me very herde / than he commaunded his men to 
arme them and incontynent to go after Croysant, who 32 
so petyously hath slayne his sone / and said, ' if 1 maye 



1 at 8 omitted. 3 towarde*. 4 before. 
* Fol. clxxxviii. back, col. 1. 6 but * ft „d. 
• there. 
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take him he shall neuer scape my Landes without He vowe crob- 
deth' / than in the palais and in the towne euery and orden Me 
ma[n] 1 armed them, and the erle himselfe armed him 

4 & mounted on his hors and issued out at 2 y e gate with 
moche 3 people / and than thei rode abrode in the Hewithm*» y 
countree serchynge / and demaundynge if any man met punuecr"u**nt, 
with Croi 4 sant, but he coude here no certayn newes of buttouopurpoM ' 

8 him except of one man, that said howe he met hym a 
fyue leeges fro thens / and how 6 that he went a great 
pace. 



Han the erle herde that / he saw wel it 
was but a payn 6 lost to folowe any 
forther / than he returned to y* towne 
right sorowful and sore displeased for 
the deth of his sone / and yet againe 
16 he greatly complainned for Croisant for 7 that ad- 
uenture, and said 8 a more valiaunt knight can 9 not be 
founde / nor 10 more curtoyse / nor more 11 sage 11 , wold 
to god that bytwene him and me 12 there were 12 a good 
20 accorde, 13 so that he hadde my doughter in manage / 
so 14 that after my dissease he might haue my londe / 
than diuers of his men said / Sir, lete him go, he seme 15 
rather a dyuell than a man / he is fiers and cruell / he 
24 setteth 16 no more to alee men 17 than some do to drinke 
the 6 good wine / let him goo / he was borne 7 an 
yll houre / than the erle entred in to the towne right The pursuer* 
sorowfull and sore displeased for the deth of his sone / 
28 & also for Croisantes aduenture / 14 than he caused 
his sone to be buried as it apartained / 14 great sorowe 
was made by the erle, and by y e duke of Calabre and 
other knightes that were there / but thei knew not the 

1 may in text. 2 of. 8 many. 
* Fol. clxxxviii. back, col. 2. 6 omitted. 6 labour. 
7 in. 8 that 8 could. » neither, 
n-ii w i 8e> & # u—ia before bytwene. 13 amitie. 
14 and. 16 gemeth to be. 16 makes. 17 a man. 
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«ndnoMorth«m trouth of the matter / who so euer made aorow / 

knows the troth. 

the erles doughter was sorowfull / both for her brother 
and also for y e noble Croisant whom she had thought 
to maty. Now let vs leaue spekyng of them, and 4 
returne to Croisant. 

l % Howe Croisant ariued in the subburbes of a 
lytel towne called Florencolle, and lodged 
amonge ruffians and vyleyns / and howe 8 
thei fell at stryfe / and how Croisant slewe 
them and fledde, and was in great dauwger. 
And howe he came in to the cyte of Rome, 
whereas there was noo man that wolde 12 
gyue hym one morsel of brede / and how 
he wente and lay in an olde palayes on* 
a burden of strawe. Capitulo .Clxxxix. 

Han Croissant saw that he was departed 16 
fro y* towne of Nyse, and that he was 
alone afote / he made his coroplayntes 
to our lord god, requyeynge him 
humbly to haue pety on 8 him / than 20 
Croissant he went forth, and so trauailed thre dayes & thre 

Journeys on, 

but finds little to nightes without mete or drinke / but a lytel brede and 

eat or drink. 

water / he had such hungre aud thurst that he coud 
scant 4 susteyne himself e on his fete / so at last a lytell 24 
before the sonne was sette he came to a lytel towne 
called Florencolle, whearof the gates were shytte whan 5 
he came thyder / than in y* subburbes he saw a house 
lyke a tauerne, & he sware though he shulde be slayne 28 
he wolde go to that house to ete & drinke / and to pay 
well for his scot 6 / it had ben better for him to haue 
passed by / for there he was in great peryll of his lyfe, 

1 Fol. clxxxix. col. 1. 2 vpjioii. 3 of. 4 scarce. 
6 before. 6 shot. 




He approaches 
Florencolle. 
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as ye shall here / thus he approched to y 6 house and He enter* a 
herde how the cokes were busy in the kytchyn / than where cook, are 

buaj, 

he 8awe a great fyre in a chambre / & wheare there was and ruffians 

. i , m. a i . > .it*. / Pl«y*n* wi th dice. 

4 1 the greatest ruffyans / & plaies at dyse in all y* towne / 
& they had prepared flesshe and fysshe for their 
souper. Whan Croysant saw y e preperacion that was 
made there for the syxe ruffians / he entred in to the 

8 house and saluted the boost, & demaunded if he might Croieeant a»k 8 the 

- _ , it, no,t tor lodging, 

be lodged there / y* hoost said y9 / & how he shulde and is weii 
be there well serued bothe of wyne and of meate / suche 
as he wolde demaunde / than Croisant entred 2 in / 

12 8 the ruffians met with 4 him and said how he was 
welcome, and eche of them pynched other & wynked 
with y e one eye, and said softly to the maister of 
them / this great stradiot 5 is come well at a poynte / 

16 for or 6 he departe he shall pay for our scot 7 & expence / — 
and anone we shal 8 put y e dyse in to his handes / 
whearby he shall leaue gowne / cap / and money if he 
haue any. Croysant dyd not vnderstande them by 

20 cause they spake Iaragon 9 / than Croisant said / ' syrs, He asks perm;*- 
if I eate with you, paynge my scot, 7 shall it turne you Jh?raffl^sT Uh 
to any displeasure.' 'frende,' quod the maister of 
them / * it pleaseth me well that ye eate with vs ' / than 

24 they wasshed 10 and sate downe at the table nere by 11 
the fyre, Hhei were wel serue of euery thyng. Whan 
Croisant was set he began sore 4 to fede / u for the He makes a good 

ratal. 

hunger that he had 12 / for in thre dayes before he hadde 
28 eaten nothyng but brede & water / whearfore 13 ho 

had the better appetyte, and also he founde there good 

wyne and fresshe, & he drank therof at his pleasure. 

whan thei had wel eaten & dronken, & were wel chafed 
32 by reason of the good wyne / the hoost rose vp and 

1 Fol. clxxxix. col. 2. 8 went. 8 and. 4 omitted. 
6 Trauailer. 6 before. 7 shot. 8 wil. 
0 whisperingly. 10 all together. 11 to. 
12-12 we \] f (jjj 8 } IU nger was so great). 
13 St therfore. 
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The host brings 
the reckoning, 



but the chief of 
the ruffians 
Insist* that they 
should all plsj 
with dice, 
«ud that the loser 
should pay alL 



Croissant offers to 
pay the whole 



One of the 
ruffians calls for 
a uew bottle of 



and the chief of 
them agsln pro- 
poses to cast with 
the dice to decide 
who should pay 
for It 

Croissant refuses 
to play with dice, 
and declares that 
he has already 
paid enough. 



said, ' syrs / it is tyine to make reckenynge, and that 
euery man paye his parte ' / than the maister ruffian 
said, 'syr, make ye y* accompt / *ye can better do it / 
than we / * she we vs what we shall pay euery man 4 
lyke* / 'syrs/ quod the hoost, 'as nere 8 as I can 
recken ye must paye in all .xiL sh., & loke euery man 
pay his parte 9 / than the maister ruffian began to 
swere bloode & woundes that thei shulde plei at the 8 
dyse to se who shulde pay for all / than he said to 
Croisant / 'frende, ye must come playe with vs; 
beholde here .iii. dyse, good and square, we must do so 
that 1 one shall 4 pay the hole expence whan 5 we 12 
departe 9 / ' Syrs,' quod Croisant, ' we shall not nede to 
play at dyse to know who shall pay for the scot, 6 I 
wyll paye it all togyder without ony stryfe ' / than thei 
said thei were well content ther with, & thanked him / 16 
than one of them, the falsest vyleyne amonge them, 
wylfully caste downe a potte of wyne vpon y* table, 
wherof his felowes blamed him ; than he answere[d] & 
said / ' syrs, ye nede not to be angry therwith / for 20 
there is none of you wyll drynke therof / it is better to 
haue a fresshe potte of wyne of a new vessel ' / thei 
said, well that is trew, so be it / than their hoost 
brought them a new pot ful of wyne, & said, * syrs, this 24 
pot of wyne is not of the fyret rekenynge, this is 
a potte of a newe accompt ' / than the maister ruffian 
said to Croysant / ' Syr, take and cast the dyse, for the 
first cast shal be yours/ Croysant beheld them fiersly, 28 
& said / 'nay, syrs, I shall kepe me therfro 7 / for 
I neuer played at y* 8 dyse in al my lyfe / be content 
with the .xii. s. that I shall pay for our scot 6 / for by 
reason of the longe vyage that I haue made I am not 32 
wel furnysshed of money / for I haue but xiii. s. in my 
purse * I than y* maister said / ' thou art better arayed 

1 for. 2 and, 3 Fol. clxxxix back, col. 1. 4 nitwt. 
* before. • shot. 7 from that. • omitted. 
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than we / 1 thou must vse thy wordes 2 other wyse / for Bat one of the 



thou shalt not thus scape / thou shalt leue thy gowne that he is 
to pay for our scot 2 to morow in y* morning.' than they, and moat 
4 another ruffian said / * & I wyll haue his hose & his JJi^ e,r *"* 
shoes 3 to bye fyssh for our dyner* / whan Croysant 
herde the 4 vylayne he began to chaunge colour, & was 
sore displeased, and said right fyersly / ' Syre, leue your croissant grows 
8 clatterynge, yet I haue .xiii s. in my purse, the whiche but often to gire 
I wyl gyue you rather than ye shuld be displesed / me money he has 
thynke thw ought to suffyce you / for, 1 syrs, I am M ' 
a noble man, & lately I was made knight, for if I were he says he is a 

12 ones agayne in my countree T wold neuer come 5 thens 
to seke for such aduentures / ye ought to beare me 6 
honor syn I 7 say to 7 you that I am a knight* / y* 
ruffian said / howe his wordes nor his prechyng shuld 

16 not auayle him / but that he must leue his gowne / The radiant 
iacked / hosen & shoes / than Croisant, replete with yre, clothes, 
dyd of his surcot, the whiche was furred with armyns, croissant in 

, wrath gires them 

& cast it to them / & said, 4 syrs, nowe ye ought to be his suiwat, 
20 content with me / & I ought to be quyt 1 / whan 

y e ruffians vnderstode him thei cried all at ones that he but they demand 

Mb liOflc shoos 

shulde put of his hosen & his shoen / & his gyrdle / & girdle, purse, and 
purse / & gowne / & bad him quyckly delyuer it to him, after he has 

24 them / and than to auoyde y* house / for thei said there 
was no lodgyng for him / 1 the hoost to plese the 
vylaynes said howe thei said trouth / than Croisant, ful 
of yre & dyspleasure, turned his visage to y e benche 

28 where as 8 his good swerd lay / wherof he was ioyous 9 
that thei had not taken it away / than he stept thyder 
& toke it in his handes & drewe it out, & came to the croissant draws 

his sword, 

vylaynes, & thei arose against him with their swerdes 
32 in their handes / & he strake y* maister ruffian so »nd strikes the 

chief of the 

meruaylous a stroke / that he claue his hed to y* teth / ruffians dead. 

1 and. * tongue. 8 tomorrow. 
* Fol. clxxxix. back, col. 2. 6 from. 6 my. 
7 -* shew. 8 omitted. 9 ioyfull. 
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Thw othm he so he fell downe deed before y 6 chymney / & fro 

kill*. 

another he strake his heed / & than he alewe y* thirde / 
& the 1 fourth / & the other two had so great feare that 
The hoet raiees thei fled away / than the hoost began to crye / a thefe / 4 

the cry of murder, • ' . * 

a murdrer; but Croiaant wold do him no hurt, he 
issued out of y* house with 9 his swerd in his hande, 
but CroietMt & ran as fast as 3 he coulde tyll 4 he was without y* 

rushes from the 

house end from subburbes / than he ran in the feld oner hedges & 8 
dykes, 5 to thentent thai none shuld folow him ; than 
he herkened towards y e towne, where he herd great 
crynge / & noyse of y* hoost of the house thai he cam 
fro / wherby all his neyghbours / tailers / cordinera 6 / 12 
drapers / & men of all craftes / came to y c house, and 
there was such 7 noyse made in y* subburbes / that the 
towne gates were opened, & y e burgesses issued out & 
came to the house where as the noyse was / & whan y* 16 

The rulers of the rulers 8 of y e towne came thyder & sawe the men lye 

town oome to the 

tawn, deed / they demaunded of y 6 hoost who had done that 

murdre / 'Syr/ quod y e hoost / l( that hatli done 1 
a great 1 vacabond 9 / who is bygge & mighty / for 20 
I neuer sawe with myn eyen a man better made ne 10 
fourmed / & he is fled away with his swerde in his 
handes 11 yonder hie way / but, syr, for goddes sake 
com not to nere him / for he semeth no man whan he 24 
is angry / but he is lyke a man out of his wytte with- 

and order the out 12 feare or la doubte ' / than y* ruler 8 commaunded 

men to pursue 

Croissant. to folowe him bothe on horsbacke & a fote, & they ran 

al to harnes, 14 though y e captayne were not greatly 28 

afrayde / yet he wolde not be y e first shulde go forth / 

he loued better that another shuld take that aduauntage / 

thus on all sydes a 11 horsbacke & a fote / they folowed 

Croisant, who helde 15 not y e hye way / & it was farre in 32 

the night, & also there were many that wolde not chafe 

1 omitted. 2 in in text. 5 Fol. clxxxx. col. 1. 

4 vntill. 6 dicbea. • Shoemakers. 7 a. 
8 Magistrates. 9 hath done it 10 nor. 11 on. 

12 all. 18 and. M armour. 14 kept. 
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theraselfe ouer sore to seke for him / for thei wolde 
make no prease to receyue his oftryng / for 1 they fered 
to fynde him / 2 whan thei had sought a longe space in 
4 y e feldes & in the 3 wayes, & coulde not fynde him / 
4 than 4 thei all returned to their towne / & Croisant went Croissant escapes 

' m them, 

euer fro y* towne warde with his swerde 5 in his hande 
4 all naked 4 / 3 whan he saw that he was wel two leeges 
8 of them, 4 he entred into y* hye waye, & praysed god 
that he was so scaped with 6 out dauwger / but he was 
sore displeased in that he had neuer a peny in his purse, out he has no 

money, end the 

& nothyng but his swerde & 4 his cote / & a rich purse weather u very 

v ~ oold. 

12 at his gyrdle, & also he sawe 7 it was wynter, & frost & 
snowe / also he felt y e cold wynde, y e whiche dyd him 
moch yll / thus he went forth al night / & the next 
day tyll 8 it was nere night / than he ariued at a He comet to a 

village, and sells 

16 vyllage / a ther he was fayne to sel his swerd for lacke us sword and 

parse. 

of money to pay for his scot 9 / he came to a lodge 
where he was well serued of euerythynge that he wolde 
haue, than in the mornynge whan he departed he solde 

20 his purs for as moch as he coud gete / than 2 he 

trauayled forth so long that he approched to Rome / He reaches Rome, 
& than 4 he cam to a lodgynge without the gate, & there 
he lodged that night / than 2 in the mornyng he de- 

24 maunded of his hoost to whome the towne partained, 
& who was lord therof, & what is 4 his name 10 that 
gouerneth the towne / the hoost said, ' frend, he that 
now is lord here is named Guimart of Puile, but or 11 he and ie«ms how 

Gnymart of Pulle 

28 came hider we had a yong lord, the most 4 fayrest yong rules there, 
gentylman that euer was sene / & he was sone to y e 
noble emperour yde / ye somwhat resemble him / but 
he was of so yll rule & so ful of folies 4 and youth 4 / 

32 that all the riches that his father had left him / he 
dispended, 12 & gaue away 4 his riches 4 to euery man 

1 because. 8 and. 3 high. 4-4 omitted. 
6 naked. 6 Fol. clxxxx. col. 2. 7 that. 8 vntill. 
9 shot 10 was. 11 before. 12 spent. 
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that wold 1 haue it, & so he gaue so moche to euery 
man that 1 he left himself nothyng to lyue by. And 
after I herde say that he had in himselfe snche shame 
that he departed priuely with a squier & went to seke 4 
his aduenture8 / but no man knoweth where he is / nor 
whyder 2 that euer 2 he wyll 8 come agayne or not / and 
y* comoners 4 of the cyte made lytell therof / for after 
he was departed they sente for Guymart of Puile, 8 
whom they haue made emperour.' 5 Whan Croysant 
vnderstode his hoost / 6 right pytnously 6 he com- 
playned 7 to him selfe, & said, ' Alas, caytine that I am, 
what shall I do that thus hath loste all myn enherit- 12 
auwce without recouer / & besyde that, I haue nothynge 
to spende / nor I haue no crafte 8 to lyue by / it muste 
behoue me to dye for 9 hungre & colde, I haue no more 
He iiv M at Rome but .zxv. 8., for the which I soldo my purse.' Thus as 16 
in retirement, we j M ^ e C0U( j ^ntynued tyll lent / than the season 

began to waxe somwhat hotter / 10 euery day in the 
mornynge he wolde here masse 11 / euery man that sawe 
him / behelde him sore 12 for the great beaute that he 20 
and none of hie was of / 10 there were dyuers that knewe him / but they 
have eught to do wolde make no semblaunt 13 therof / to the entente that 
they wolde gyue to him nothynge / 10 whan they sawe 
him thei wolde eschewe 14 the way, bycause he shuld not 24 
knowe them / there were many of them that he had 
done them moche good, 15 and gyuen them in suche wyse 
that they were become riche & he pore / & ther was 
none of them that wolde offre him one morsel of brede / 28 
wherof he was sorowfull / for than he sawe wel his 
money was gone, so that he had neuer a peny 16 / than 
he thought to sel his gowne rather than to dye for 

1 - 1 craue anything of him bo that in the end. *— 1 omitted. 
3 euer. 4 communaltie. 6 of this Empire. 
6-6 after compleyned. 7 Fol. olxxxx. back, col 1. 
8 trade. 9 through. 10 and. 11 seruioe and. 
12 greatly. u semblannoe. 14 shun, 
w vnto. w left 
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hungre, & so he dyd / he solde it for xxviii s., & than Hehastoeeiihia 
he taryed in his lodgyng as long as his money endured / B ° Wn ' 
so 1 he contynued 2 tyll 8 Easter / by that tyme all his bat»tu»tanhi» 
4 money was done. 4 Than he thought 5 he wold go in 6 mo °* y 
the stretes to se yf he myght spye any burgesses to 
whom he had done in tymes past some good vnto / & 
to demaunde of him some courtoyse / & so he issued out 
8 of his lodgyng & walked into the stretes & parceyued 7 
a ryche burges / who was lenyng out at a wyndowe in 
his house / Croysant knewe him well / for it was 
he that made him ryche / 8 for afore 8 he was but pore / 

12 than he thought to knowlege him self to that burges / 
than Croysant came 9 and saluted 10 him right humbly, 
and sayd / 1 syr, 11 remembraunce of a pore caytyue to Crouwant appeals 
whom fortune is contrary / who in tyme past dyd you burgess whom 

16 moche good whan ye serued him / yf ye be a good man, pott time had 
as I byleue ye be 12 / of that goodnes 13 ye haue 13 mad6rich * 
remembraunce / & it may so be / yf ye do so ye shall 
fare the better' / whan the burges herde Croysant 

20 he behelde him fyersly / J he knew him anone 14 / & 
without makyng 16 any maner of answere, he called his 
page, and commaunded him to brynge him a pan full 
of water to y* wyndowe / and he dyd as his maister had 

24 commaunded him / than y* burges toke y e panne fall of 
water / than 1 he behelde Croiaant who stode vnder the 
wyndow / and dyd cast the water vpon his heed / soo But the barge* 
that his fayre heere, cote & shyrte, were, all wete / ofwa^atwm?" 

28 Croisant without any worde spekyngo made him selfe 
clene / and after 16 sayd to y e burges that yf he lyued 
longe the offence that he hadde done him 17 shulde 
derely 18 be bought / 18 the burges, who was proud & 

32 disdaynfull, set but lytell by his wordes / Croisant, 

1 and. 2 there. 8 vntill. 4 gone. 6 that. 
6 to. 7 saw. •— 8 and before. 9 went. 
10 Fol. clxxxx. back, ool. 2. 11 haue. u are. 
18 haue you. 14 presently. 16 of. M afterward, 
u he. 18—18 buy it but. 
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and sleep* there 
on straw. 



The bargees goee 
to Guy mart, 



end warns him 
of Croissant's 



who was right sorowfull, toke his way towardes the 
palayes, before y e whiche there was an olde palais, 
where as no man had dwelled in of a long space, 
croissant goes to 1 he entred in at the gate, the whiche was great, and 4 
mi old pmiaoe, gfo&Q 0 p en j there he sawe a great pyller, where as 
there laye two bundles 3 of strawe / than he layd him 
downe & slept right sore, 8 angry with the barges that 
had so wete him with water / y* whiche burges, after 8 
4 that 4 he had cast this water vpon Croysant, he went 
to the palayes to the emperonr Guymart to flatter and 
to please him f 1 he founde the emperoure lenynge in a 
wyndowe, and he sainted him, and said / 4 syr, I brynge 12 
certayne tydynges of Croisant / sone to themperour yde, 
who of right onght to be enheritour of this empyre, 
wherof ye be 5 as now em^perour ; he is come into this 7 
towne in his donble without hose or shoes / he is 16 
arayed lyke a vacabande / or a ruffian comyng fro the 
tauerne, 1 he is so great and so wel made in all his 
membre8 that he semeth more lyke a ohampyon redy to 
fyght than euer I sawe man in 8 my lyfe / yf ye wyll 20 
byleue 9 my counsell, stryke of his heed or cast him in 10 
a pytte, 4 to thentent 4 that of him there be neuer had 11 
memory / for if he lyue longe he may do you damage 
& put you out of this empyre, the 4 whiche ye holde / 24 
the whiche shulde partayne to him. 9 whan themperour 
Guymart vnderstode the burges, he behelde hym fyersly, 
Guymart reproree & said / 'speke no more to me of this matter / for Viou 

the burgees for hii 

ingrautude, doeet lyke a traytoure ; thou knowest well that by him 28 
and by 4 his dede thou and dyuers 4 other are 13 made 
riche / 1 thou arte lyke him that betrayed our lorde 
Iesu chryste / therfore I commaunde the fro hensforth 
come not in my syght / for I wyll haue none acoueynt- 32 
aunce nor conuersacyon with a tray tour ; if it be so that 

1 and. 1 burdens. 1 sorowfull &. *-* omitted. 
• are. • Fol. clxxxxi. col. 1. * the. • all 
• follow. w to. u any more. u bee. 
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Croiaant be pore, it is pety & damage 1 and great syn to 



4 cause, wherof I thiwke my selfe gretly culpable against 5 
god for the syn that I haue done 6 whan 6 I holde the 
honour & sygnory that of reason ought to partayne to 
him / this daye is Easter day, on 7 y* whiche day euery 

8 good crysten man ought to humble himselfe to 8 our 
lorde 8 / cryinge him mercy and pardon of 2 all their 
synnes / it is reason that I make pease with god, and 
do so that he may be with me content.' 9 

12 f Howe themperour Guymart spake & re- 
buked the burges that spake yll of Croy- 
sant, and howe 10 themperour bare meate 
& drinke to the place where as Croisant 

16 slept / and of the meruaylous tresure that 
he founde in a chambre in the sayd olde 
palayes / and of that 11 was shewed him 
by two knyghtes whom he fouwde there. 

20 Capitulo .C.lxxxx. 



and lefte themperour alone in a wyndowe right sore 
pensyue, and said to himselfe, '0 very god, the 
28 pouerte that Croysant is in is by my cause / for I haue 
all that ought to be his / 12 1 kepe it from him perforce; 
yf I kepe it styll I may wel say that my soule shal 

1 lamentable. 2 for. *-* after whan. * a. 
6 the almighty. •-• him, in that T vpon. 
*-* god. 9 be/ore with me. 10 Fol. clxxxxi. col. 2. 




24 




Han the burge* ynderstode themperour 
he was in great feare, & soo departed 
ryght sore abajshed / & thought he 
had ben to hasty to reporte suche 
newes / & so right sorowfull departed 



11 which. 



« and. 
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Cfoymart walks 
down to the old 
palace fall of 
remorse, 



and sees Croissant 
sleeping on the 
straw. 



HUON OF BURDBUX. 



[Ca. CXC, 



He fetches wine 



and sets them 
down by Crois- 
sant, who still 
sleeps. 

He sees an iron 
door standing 
open, 



and looking 
beyond it per- 
ceives all 
of treasure. 



neuer come in 1 paradyse, but shal be dampned for 
euer.' Thus tbemperour Guymart compleyned to bim 
self, and so went downe in to his palaies / and so 
walked vp and downe by him selfe before y* olde 4 
palayes, the whiche was nere to his palays / 8 he loked 
in at a gate and sawe a man lye slepynge on a burden 
of strawe, 8 he thought incontynent 8 it shulde be Croy- 
sant by the reporte of the burgee. Whan the emperour 3 
saw him / he had so 4 great pety of him that he wepte / 
8 than he wente in to his palayes and commaunded one 
to brynge to 5 him a towell with brede and flesshe / & 
a bottel of wyne / y* which thyng was done; than 12 
themperour toke a mantel furred mth gryse, & dyd it 
about him selfe, & toke the wyne & mete, & com- 
maunded his men 8 6 none to 7 folow him / 8 he went 
downe y e greses & came to the palais where as Croisant 16 
slept, 2 themperour set the mete and wyne nere by 
Croisant, and a woke him not, than he couered him 
with the mantell and than 9 departed / & as y* emperour 
was departynge he loked on his right hande & sawe 20 
a dore open all of yren, 10 sore bonded with barres of 
yren, 10 & he sawe a clerenes within / in such wyse as 
though there had ben within .C. torches brennyng 11 / 
he went thyder & entred into the chambre / y e which 24 
was great & large, & he sawe all about y* chambre 
great coffers, y* which stode open, & thei were full of 
golde / & other coffers full of Iewelles & riche stones / 
y 6 whiche shone 18 with suche lyght that themperour 28 
was 18 maruayled / also he sawe great peces of plate & 
money lyinge on y* erth, & besyde he sawe 14 vessel / 
u cuppes / & pottes of golde & syluor, & great peces of 
golde bordred with precious stones. Also he sawe 32 

1 to. 8 and. 8 that 4 Bach. 6 vnto. 
• FoL clxxxxi. back, col. 1. 7 should. 8 then. • he. 
lo—io £ banded verie strongly with yron barres. 
11 burning and. M did shine. 18 greatly. 
» 4 a great » ot 
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riche gownes hangynge on perches of clothe of golde & 
syluer, 1 in so great nombre that the emperour was sore 
abasshed / & said who so euer left this treasure here / 

4 might wel be called a great lord / for he thought 2 al y 6 
golde in y 6 worlde / & all the riche iewelles were 
brought togyder 8 might not be compared to y* treasure 
that he saw there / & said he was happy to come 

8 thyder / than he passed forth where he saw an ymage He passe* through 

it, and finds an 

of fyne golde, & it was as byg as a chylde of two yere image or fine gow, 
of age / & wheare as the eyen shulde stonde there were ua. 
two gret carbuckles / y* whiche cast so great clerenes 

12 that all y* chambre was lyght therwith / whan them- 
perour sawe tliat ymage he thought to haue taken it & 
to haue borne it into his palais / but he had moche ado 
to lyfte it / than he loked towardes a lytell dore, out of 

16 y e whiche he saw comynge two knightes well armed at But two knights 
al peces with their swerdes in 4 their handes, 5 they came and ud him lay 
to them perour & said / * beware, frende / be not so 0 f u» treasure is 
hardi to here any thyng fro hens / for y e treser that is 

20 here is not yours / nor it belongeth you 6 not to haue 
it / therfore set downe agayne that ymage / without ye 
do it shortly / ye shall by it derely' 7 / y* emperour, 
seynge the two knightes thretenyng him / he was in 

24 great feare / 6 he set downe the ymage & beheld y* 
knightes, & said / * Syrs, ye speke fyersly to me / for 
the treasure / the which ye warne me that I shulde not 
take any parte therof, by all right ought to be myn, 

28 and none others / syn I haue founde it / Hherfor 
I coniure you by y 6 puyssaunce of god / & of his 
aungelles & archangelles, & all saintes / that y* shewe The emperor asks 

to whom it 

me y e trouth to whom this treasure 8 do parteyne 8 / ye belongs. 
32 ought to knowe it / syn ye haue y* kepynge therof / 
than y e .il knyghtes answered & said / 4 syr, this 

1 gylke. 1 if. 3 they. 4 Fol. clxxxzi. back, col. 2. 
6 and. • you after to. 7 derely before by it 
8-8 doth belong. 
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They teii him it treasure that ye here se / ought to partayne to Croisant, 

is Croissant's 

property, sone to yde themperour, who alone lyeth on a burden 
of 8trawe here by not ferre fro this chambre / he lyeth 
right porely & naked / the which treasure was iudged 4 
to him .v.C. yere past / 1 neuer syn 2 there hath ben 
taken fro it y* value of a 8 peny / nor neuer syn it was 
layde here there neuer entred any erthely man but 
onely you ; Croysant who slepeth without is a valiaunt 8 
knight, & ful of 4 all 4 trouth / wherfore, yf ye wyll know 
to whom this treasure parteyneth / 1 shall shewe you 
y e maner how ye may know it / beholde yonder hepe of 

and bid him t»ke golde / go & take therof .iii. besantes / & put them in 12 

three besants of . 

gold and proclaim to your purse / than returne into your palais & 5 make 
2at°h?wSrSw a crye through 6 rome that si pore men com to your 

every poor man a CQVa ^ £ fa ^ Q f fc nem y e shall 6 gyue a floryn 7 of 

golde. Whan Croisant shall here that he shal 6 not be 16 
behynde / but he wyl come amonge other to take that 
almes / & than y e thre besantes that shal be in your 
purse, take & cast 8 them on the erth / one in one 
place / & a[no] 9 ther in another place / wheare as y* 20 
pefople] must pas to com to receyue your [almes], than 
Croissant, they Croisant shall come the same [way] & fynde the thre 
oomelo the palace, besantes, the whic[h by] reason of his noblenes & 

bounte he will come & brynge them to you a[gain], 24 
end he wm learn therby ye shall know that y* treasu[re that] is here 
belongs to the assembled 10 parteyneth to hi[m, and] ought to be his / 
than gyue him your [faire] doughter in manage / & 
than 4 bryn[ge him] hyther / & than 4 ye shal se that he 28 
ma[y take] of this treasure at his pleasure / fo[r it is] 
all his / no man shall say the contra[rie, and] doynge 
thus as we haue sayd / ye s[hall] haue parte of this 
treasure.' 

1 and. * that time. 8 one. 4-4 omitted. 
*— * cause to be proclaimed throughout • will* 
7 Florent. 8 Fol. clxxxxii. col. 1. 
• leaf torn [] from 1601 ed. 10 before you. 
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% Howe the two knightes th[at] kept this 
treasure spake with the emperour Guyinart, 
& shewed him the maner howe he shulde 
4 know Croisant. And of the meruaile that 
Croisant had whan he a woke & sawe the 
mete & diinke by him. Capitulo .C.lxxxxi. 



12 deported, 8 whan he was issued out / he loked behynd 
hiw / than 8 he saw the dore fast closed / wherof he 
had great meruayle / & f ouwde Croysant sty 11 slepynge / 
& so he past by, & wold not a wake him / & than he 

16 went to his palaies; & then his lordes demaunded 
of him where he had ben that he taried so longe, but 
he wolde not shew them any thynge of y 6 matter / 
than he 6 went to dyner, & was 6 [richly seined ; and 

20 then Croissant / who lay and slept in the old Pallaice / 

suddenly awoake, and had great maruaile of the furred Croissant awakes 

and marrels at 

Mantle that he found vppon him / and he saw also the wine and meat 
lying by him a Napkin, and therin wrapped good ** * 

24 white bread, Capon, rosted Fesant, & Partridge, and 
therby he saw lying a great bottel full of wine, and 
when he saw this good cheere, he thanked god of that 
aduenture. Then he did eate of the meate, and dranke 

28 of the wine at his pleasure ; and when he had well 
eaten and drunke, he departed from thence, and left the 
rest behind him, and tooke nothing with him: and 
also he left the furred Mantlo, for he durst not weare 

32 it, but sayd to himselfe, that he had no right thereto, 

1 All in [] from 1601 ed. omitted. 3 to. 8 and. 



8 




Han the emperour had wel herde the 
two knightes he went to the hepe of 
golde & toke the thre besantes, & The emperor 

. _ . . takes the thn 

[dyd] 1 put them in 2 his purs / 8 than besanuand 

returns to the 

he toke 4 leaue of the two knyghtes & palace.. 



* his. 



6 the emperour. 



• Fol. clxxxxii. col. 2. 
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The emperor pro- 
claims that he 
will give every 
poor man in the 
city a florin of 
gold. 




Crciaaant resolves 
to Uke hid share 
of Uie alma. 



The king throws 
the three beeanU 
in three different 
places about the 
road by which the 
poor men come to 
the palace, bat 
they pass them 
by. 



because it was a thing that was none of his, and so he 
went downe through the streets of the Towne. 

% The proofe that the emperour Guymart 
made to know Croisant, vnto whome he 4 
gaue his Doughter in mariage, and de- 
liuered] h[im all his Signiorie and Inherit- 
ance,] whefreof great ioye was made at] 
Rom[e]. Ch. CLXXXII. [Clxxxxii.] 8 

[Hen the emperor was risen from dinner, 
he called to him Foure of his seruants, 
to whome he gaue in charge that they 
should cause to be proclaimed in 12 
euerie Streete] of the towne [that all 
pore men that would] come to thempferour, should 
haue in alraes] eueryman a Flforent of gold of the 
value] of .x. sous / the w[hich crie was made] in euery 16 
strete & ma[rket place in Home, where]by 1 all the 1 
pore m[en drew to wardes the Pallaice.] Whan this 
crye wa[s made Croissant heard] it, whearof he was 
[ioyfull, and said howe] hee would goe thider [among 20 
others to ha]ue the emperours almes, 2 wherewith hee 
thought hee would pay his host, and then in haste he 
went thether. The Emperour, who was there readie / 
thought to see & prooue whether the two Knights 24 
sayings were true or not, & so drew out of his purse the 
Three Besans of gould, the which he did cast in diuers 
places, in the way as the pore men shuld come to the 
Pallaice, but many poore men passed ouer them, and 28 
perceiued them not; & then Croissant came amonge 
others, & he saw among the mens feet one Besan 
of gould faire and bright, and he stouped downe and 
tooke it vp, and then he went forth, & within a little 32 

i—i euerie. * FoL clxxxxii. back, col. 1. 
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while after he found the second Besan, the which also Croissant oomes 

and picks up the 

he tooke vp, and a little further among the mens f eete he three besan te, 
espyed the Third Besan, the which also hee tooke vp ; 
4 then hee thought within himselfe, and sayd, 1 Alas, 
what a Caitiff e am I ? if these had beene siluer, they 
had been mine, but they are fine gould, wherfore I am 
beguiled, for they appertaine to the Emperour Guymart, 
8 who holdeth this Empire ; [I] haue no right to kepe 
them, because they belong not to mee, therefore I wyll 
[render them to the emperour, vnto w]home [they 
doe appertaine. 1 then hee came to] the Em[perour, He brings them 

12 & sayd, ' Sir, I haue fou]nde by y 8 [way as I came to • m P eror « 
your Pallaice] .iii. besans [of gould, the which here I] 
delyuer to [you, for of right and reason they apper- 
ta]yne vnto you, [bicause of the right and title that you] 

1G haue to the [Empire, but if the hadde beene] syluer I 
mi[ght haue kept them as mi]ne owne without blame.' 
[When the right noble Em]perour vnder[stood him, he 
beheld hi] in, & syghynge he [sayd, 'Freend, you are The emperor 

m receives him 

20 wel]come / the bounte, [noblenesse, and wisedome] kindly, and offers 
that is in you / [shall ayd you to com]e to y* place 
wheare[of in reason you ought to] be / for the goodnes 
[and troth that I h]aue sene in you I wyl [giue you my] him his daughter 

in marriage 

24 do lighter in mariage, , [wh]om a ye shall take* to your . 
wyfe, & ther [with] I shall yeld you the crowne imperal 
[of the noble] empyre of Rome / y* which of right 
4 you parteyneth.' 4 When 6 Croisant 6 vnder[stood] the 

28 emperour he was right ioyfull, [and kne]led downe to 
the erth in the presence [of all] the lordes that were 
there present, [thank]ynge him of y 6 honoure that he 
offred [him. The] emperour, who was a noble 7 wyse 

32 [Prince,] toke him vp by the hande and led [him in] 
to a chambre, whearin he caused a [bathi]nge to be 

1 Fol. clxxxxii. back, col. 2. 2 I loue entirely and. 
8 her. 4-4 appertaineth to you. 6 the noble. 
6 had well heard and. 7 and a. 
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prepared, whearin Crois[ant was] baynecL 1 Than the 
"nfrtdh Croi# " em P erour [brou]ght him such apparel as was met for 
[him] to haue. Whan he 2 was thus richely [app]arelled / 
a fayrer nor a better made 9 [ma]n coulde not be founde 4 
in a 4 xviii realfmes] crystened / whearof kyng 6 Guymart 
[had] great ioye, and said 6 that in all his lyfe he neuer 
saw a more goodlyer prince / 7 he was great amonge 
other men, & wel furnysshed of al his membres ; he 8 
was byg & large in his shulders / 8 the skyn whyte 
^ enewed 9 with reed / his heere lyke gold wyre, 8 his face 
streyt with a large forheed / his eyen gray, 8 his nose 
well made / longe armes / & byg / handes, fayre & 12 
streyt legges 10 / 8 liis fete well proporcioned and made / 
kyng 6 Guymart coude not be satysfyed with 11 regardyng 
of him / 12 he lede him into the palais wheare as his 
lordes were, who greatly 18 praysed him, and said eche to 1 6 
other / 6 that they had neuer sene 14 so goodly a prynce / 
nor better 15 fourmed of his membres / than the kynge 5 
sent for his doughter by two great lordes / 8 they went© 
Hb fkir daughter to her chambre for her / 16 she came into y e palais to y* 20 

is brought to 

crobnnt. kyng 5 her father, richely accompanyed with ladyes 
& damselles / of their apparel I wyl make no longe 
rehersall / for it was as riche as might be, & she was so 
fayre / that god and nature coulde not amende her / 24 
nor 17 no Painter in the world, though he were neuer so 
akilfull, could not paint y* fashion nor proportion of 
her beautifull bodie, and all that were there present, 
both young and old, sayd that they neuer sawe nor 28 
heard report of so faire a copple of Creatures as the 
noble Croissant and this Ladie were, for euerie man 
thought that they were made for nothing else but 
to cause men to behould them and their beautie. 32 

1 bathed and. * Croissant 3 foormed. 4 omitted, 
6 the Emperor. • how. T for. 8 and. • mingled. 
10 his Legs before fayre. 11 the. u and then. 
15 lauded and. 14 before. 16 made nor. 16 then. 
17 from 1601 ed. The page in the earlier ed. is torn away. 
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% Howe the Emperour Guymart promised 
Croissant that within three days he should 
haue his Daughter in manage; And how 
the Emperour Guymart led Croissant to 
the olde Pallaice, and shewed him the great 
Treasure that the two Knightes kept for 
him. Ch. clxxx[x]iii. 

f Hen the Emperour Guymart sawe his 
Daughter come, hee toke her by the 
hand, and sayd, 'My right deere 
Daughter, I haue found for you a 
12 Husband, to whome I haue giuen you, 

and you may well say that a fairer man nor a hardyer 
Knight you neuer sawe before, and that is the noble 
Croissant, vnto whom this Empire appertained by 
16 rightfull enheritance, and he is Son to the noble 
Emperour Ide, who hath giuen this Empire to his son 
Croissant, but when he was of no great ago he departed 
from this Cittie with a small companie, and went 
20 to serue in Strang countreys, and when the Lords 
of this countrey saw that they were without a Lord, 
they sent for me into Puille, and so they made mee 
heere Emperour wrongfully and without reason; but 
24 no we since that Croissant the rightfull Inheritour is Th§ emperor in- 
returned; for to discharge my soule towards God, ter of Croissant's 
I shall put into his hands al his Empire, without ut^^uT' 

rmmfcirtk fr\ Vltm hist 

keeping from him any part thereof, for as for me I am ' * 
28 rich and puissant ynough ; and therefore, Croissant, if 
it be your pleasure, you shall haue my Daughter in 
manage. ' 1 Sir,' (quoth Croissant) ' if it be her plea- 
sure I will not refuse her, for I neuer sawe a fairer nor 
32 none that I had rather to haue.' When the "faire 
Damsell vnderstood Croissant shee was right ioyfull, 
and she beheld Croissant, who seemed to her so faire 
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Th« daughter 
Iotm Crolaaank 



Thret days Later 



that her loue was enflamed vpon him, for the more she 
beheld him, the more she loued him / and she thought 
it long vntill the matter was made perfect ; then she 
sajd to the Kinge her Father, 1 Sir, then it is your will 4 
and pleasure that I shall haue Croissant in marriage, 
you may commaund mee as it please you, it were a 
folly for mee to make refuse ; and, Sir, I require you to 
let V8 be married shortly, for if I haue not him I 8 
renounce all marriage for euer, for there is none other 
that euer shall set the King on my finger, but onely 
Croissant.' When the King vnderstoode his Daughter 
hee laughed hartely, and sayd, ' Deere Daughter, thinke 1 2 
not the contrarie, but that you shall haue him to your 
Husband.' * then the King sent for a Bishoppe, who 
assured them together, whereof the Damsell was so 
ioyful that she wist not what to doo, and priuely she 16 
thanked our Lorde god : and if she loued him well, 
Croissant loued her as well, and both of them desired 
for the day that they might come together in wedlocke. 

When Three dayes were passed, and that the 20 
prouission was made readie for the wedding, then King 
Guymart made them to sweare each to other, and 
especially he made Croissant to promise that on the 
Third day hee should take his Daughter in marriage, 24 
the which Croissant promised, and sware so to doe: 
then the King tooke Croissant by the hand, and ledde 
him to the old Pallaice, to prooue if the Treasure that 
was there might be had away by Croissant, as the two 28 
Knightes had shewed him ; and then they two alone 
came to the ould Pallaice; when they were come 
thcther the King sayd, c Faire Sonne, I loue you well, 
and also you ought to beare me your loue, since 32 
you shall haue my Daughter in marriage, and because 
I haue great affiance in you, I shall shew you what I 
thinke to say, and that which lyeth in my heart ; it is 
of troth, that about foure dayes passed, as I came from 36 
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sendee, I stoode and leaned out at a window in my 
Pallaice, and I beheld this same place where as we be 
now, and where I saw you lye asleepe, repleat with 



4 famine and pouertie, I tooke of you great pitie, and I 
brought to you bread and drinke, and did sette it by 
you, and I couered you with a furred mantle, and so I 
let you lye still, for I would not awake you, and as I 

8 returned from you, I sawe a dore open of this Chamber, 
the which you see now closed, out of the which I sawe 
a great light yssue; then I went thether and entred 
into the Chamber, and there I sawe so great Treasure, Tht emperor teiu 

Croissant of the 

12 {hat I neuer saw none such in all my life : there was a treasure in the 
rich Image of gould, the which I thought to haue taken *** 
and borne with me, and as I had it in my handes, two 
knightes well armed came foorth, whereof I was 

16 afraide ; then they sayd vnto me, that I should not be 
so hardy as to touch the Image nor no part of the 
Treasure that I saw there, for they sayd that it did not 
appertaine to me, and if I did the contrarie I should 

20 repent it, and they sayd incontinent they would slay 
me: then I demaunded to whome that Treasure did 
belong. Then they sayd that it did belong vnto 
Croissant, who lay heere without a sleepe, and they 

24 commaunded me to take three Besans of gould to 
prooue thereby to whome the Treasure should apper- 
taine, and then they aduised me to make a Dole 
to poore men / and that I shold cast down the Besans 

28 vppon the earth whereas the poore men shoulde passe 
by, and he that found them and brought them to me, 
this Treasure should appertaine to him, wherefore, 
I pray you, let vs go thether to know the troth.' ' Sir,' 

32 (quoth Croissant) * I pray you let vs goe thether.' 

When they came there they found the dore closed, 
and then Croissant knocked thereat, and sayd, 'Ye 
Sirs, that be within, I pray you in the name of God to 

36 open this dore.' incontinent the dore opened, and 
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They enter the there they found the two Knightes with their swords 

treasure-chamber, ~ , „ 

and And the two in their hands. Then Guymart and Croissant entred 
knights guarding ^ e Chamber, and the two Knightes came to 
Croissant, & made him great cheere, and sayd, ' Crois- 4 
sant, your great Prowesse and Noblenes is greatly to be 
praised, we haue been a longe time heere sette to kepe 
They tell Croie- for you this Treasure that you see heere, for it is Fine 

sant that Oberon . 

placed the trea- Hundred yeeres since that we were set heere by King 8 

•ure here for him _ , (1 , _ _ 111 i 

600 years aince. Oberon to keepe this Treasure for you, and hee shewed 
vs that it appertained to you, and neuer since it was 
touched by any man, but onely by King Guymart, 
whome / to the intent to ayd and succour you / wee 12 
had him take three Be sans of gould, and shewed him 
that this Treasure appertained neither to King nor 
Emperour, but alonely to you, which is so great that 
no man liuing can esteeme it / you may take it & beare 16 
ft away, or giue it whereas it shall please you, and 
whatsoeuer you take from it, all your life it shall not 
diminish nor decrease.' When Croissant vnderstood 
He thanks the them, hee was ioyfull, and thanked the Knightes in 20 
knigUt,, that they hadde so longe kept his Treasure ; then they 

tooke leaue of Croissant, and embraced him, and sayd, 
who bid him be ' Sir, we require you to bee courteous and liberall, and 
^Spoor. PiUfUl pitifull to the poore, and loue well all noble and wise 24 
men, and giue to them largely, and be good and true to 
your Father in law, King Guymart, for he is a noble and 
a wise Prince ; you ought to thanke him, & to loue him 
aboue all other men liuing. 1 Then Croissant thanked 28 
them of their good aduertisement, and then they tooke 
They Ttnish rod- their leaue, and so departed sodenly, that neither 

deuly. 

Croissant nor Guymart wist not where they were 
become, whereof they were abasshed, and made on 32 
them the signe of the crosse ; then they looked about 
the Chamber and saw the Treasure that was there, 
whereof Croissant was so abasshed that he wist not 
what to say, for there was a great light in the Chamber 36 
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as though there had been Thirtie Torches lighted, The brmtanee of 

th« treasure gtree 

by reason of the bright stones that were there, to a great light in 
speake of the Treasure that was in that Chamber, 
4 I cannot shewe it, for ther was so much that they were 
thereof abasshed to behold it 

When Croissant sawe this Treasure, it was no 
maruaile though he was ioyfull, and thought to himselfe 
8 that he would not spare to giue to them that were 
worthy, & such as did serue him truely, and so hee did, 
for he gaue so largely that all the Citie praised him; Croieeant girea 
and when they had beene there a certaine space, treMure!* 7 

12 Croissant sayd to King Guymart, ' Sir, of this treasure 
I will that you haue the one halfe, & you shall haue 
the keys of that, and giue thereof at your pleasure.' 
1 Faire Sonne,' (quoth the King) ' I thanke you, all that 

16 I haue is yours, and all that you haue is mine, wee will 
part nothing betweene vs as longe as we Hue.' Then 
they departed from thence, and Croissant tooke certaine 
of the iewels to giue to his Spouse; and then they 

20 departed out of the Chamber, & locked the dore, 
& tooke the key with them, and so they returned to 
the Pallaice right ioyfull. Then Croissant gaue to 
the Lady the rich iewels, who then humbly thanked 

24 him therefore. 

1 % Of the great Treasure that they had, and 
how Croissant wedded the noble damsell, 
daughter to King Guymart, and of the 
28 feaste there made. Ch. clxxx[x]iiii. 

> Fter that King Guymart and Croissant 
were returned to the Pallaice, the 
Ladie was readye apparelled, and 
then the two Louers were weddede Croiseent and the 

emperor's daogh* 

togither in the Chappell of the ter are married. 

Pallaice. The great ioye and myrth 
1 added leaf. 
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King Ooymart 
dies, 



crowned his ioo- 



H«re tnds the 
hlttory of Huon 
of Bourdeaux. 



that was made in the Citie I omyte, they dyned, and 
after dynner the yong Knyghts justed, and the joye 
and sporte cannot be expressed, and after supper, and 
the dauncing was done, Croissant and Ids Ladie went 4 
to bed in a riche Chamber; so f aire. a coupeUe was 
neuer seene, and on the morowe the feasteinge was 
renewed, and continuede fifteene dayes. And longe 
tyme thei lyued togither. So that at laste King 8 
Guymarte lay sicke in bed, and on the fourthe daye 
he dyede, to the great sorowe of Ladie Katherine his 
daughter, and of Croissant, who dearelye loude him. 
And after his deathe, by the consente of all the Lordes 12 
of the empire, Croissant was crowned Emperour. And 
the Ladie Katherine Empress, at whos coronation was 
made greate feasting and ioye. Croissant amended 
and en creased the signiorie of Home, & conquered 16 
diuers Realms, as Ierusalem, And all Surrey, as more 
plainlye you may knowe by the Cronicle that is made 
of him and his. 

Thus endethe the auncient, honourable, famouse, 20 
and delightfulle hystorie of Huon of Bowrdeaux, one of 
the Peers of Fraunce, and Duke of Guyenne, and 
of dyuers Princes lining in hys tyme. Translated out 
of frenche into English by Syr Iohn Bourchire, Knight, 24 
Lord Berniers, at the requeste of the Lord Hastings, 
Earl of Huntinton, in the yeare of our Lorde God, one 
thousands fine hendrede and three score and Ten, and 
now newlie reuised and corrected thys present yeare, 28 
1601. 



FINIS. 
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PREFATORY NOTE. 



Apology for my unconscionable delay in completing this edition 
of Lord Bernere' Hum of Burdeux may be misconstrued as an 
impertinence. I will therefore only venture to say, that since I 
undertook the work and produced the first part early in 1883, my 
time has been more fully occupied than I could have then anticipated, 
and that my leisure has of late years grown very limited. I trust, 
however, that this concluding portion of my labour will not seem 
unsatisfactory to those who were good enough to express approval of 
my earlier efforts. 

My best thanks are due to Mr. W. A. Clouston for the interesting 
and valuable notes which he has supplied on the magical episodes in 
the Romance. 



Sidney L. Lee. 
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APPENDIX. 



I. Lord Berners and Euphuism, p. 785. 
II. Lord Berners' work on Calais, p. 789. 

III. The Hamilton MS. of Huon, p. 789. 

IV. Contemporary Criticism of Huon, p. 790. 

V. The Bibliography of Lord Berners' Huon, p. 791. 
VI. The 1601 Revision of Lord Berners* English, p. 791. 
VII. A table of the magical incidents in the romance, with notes, p. 798. 
VIIL Index Locorum, with a note on the romance's geography, p. 811. 
IX. Index Nominum, 1 p. 815. 
X. Glossary, p. 839. 

I. LORD BERNERS AND EUPHUISMS 

It has been recently proved that English Euphuism is a Spanish 
product, — an imitation of the style of Antonio de Guevara, a Spanish 
writer of the early part of the sixteenth century. John Lyly, the 
author of Euphues, has been deprived of the honour, long assigned 
him, of having invented * a new English.' 8 The leading character- 
istics of his manner of writing are undoubtedly borrowed from Sir 
Thomas North's translation of Guevara's popular book, Libro del 
Emperador Marco Aurelio con el Reloz de Principe* . 4 North's version 
appeared under the title of the Dial of Princes, in 1557, with a de- 
dication to Queen Mary : it was republished in 1568, * newly reuised 
and corrected, and refourmed of faultes escaped in the first edition.' 
Lyly's indebtedness to North has been fully illustrated elsewhere, 5 
but it is important to note here that North himself was anticipated 
by Lord Berners in his endeavour to introduce Guevara's style and 

1 The editorial matter is fully indexed here. 

* See Introduction, p. xlvi. 

8 In 1632 Edward Blount, when issuing Lyly's Six Court Comedies, writes 
of the author in an address 4 to the Reader* : — 4 Our Nation are in his debt, 
for a new English which hee taught them. Euphues and his England [i. e. 
Lyly's book] began first that language.' 

* It is worth noting that all the English translations from Guevara were 
made through the French. 

6 See Enphnismus, by Dr. Landmann, Giessen, 1881 ; Shakspere and 
Euphuism, by Dr. Landmann, in New Shakspere Soa's Transactions, 1 884. 
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his best known work to English readers. Doubts were fully expressed 
at the time of the first publication of North's translation, as to his 
right to claim the glory of having discovered Guevara, or even of 
having done any part of the work of translation himself. The charges * 
were in part justified. 1 Lord Berners and Lord Berner8 , nephew, Sir 
Francis Bryan, — the first Englishmen to present their countrymen 
with Guevara's writings in English versions, — did more for Guevara's 
fame and influence in England than Sir Thomas North. And their 
labours were at the service of the public many years before North 
attempted authorship. 

' At Calais ye tenth daie of Marche in the yere of the reigne of 
our Boueraygne lorde King Henry the .VIII. xxiiii* (t. e. 1533), Lord 
Berners completed, according to the colophon of the first published 
edition of 1534, his translation of Guevara's Marke Aurelie Emperour, 
otherwise called the Golden Boke. The Spanish original bore the 
title Libro Aureo de Marco Aurelio Emperador y Eloquentissimo 
Orador, and it was an expanded version of the same work that Sir 
Thomas North anglicized three-and-twenty years later. Both versions 
are identical in style and almost identical in subject matter ; and a 
comparison of the two translations shows that Lord Berners writing 
in 1533 (and not North writing in 1557) is the true parent of 
Euphuism or Guevarism in England. 

I print side by side Berners' and North's versions of the pro- 
logue of the Golden Boke. Lord Berners' sentences are Euphuistic 
beyond all question ; they are characterized by the forced antitheses, 
the alliteration, and the far-fetched illustrations from natural phe- 
nomena, characteristic of Lyly and his successors. 2 The subject is 
the destructive and productive powers of Time : — 

1 To the second edition of the Dial of Princes North added a fourth book, 
which he had previously omitted, and *certen letters [of Guevara] written by 
Marcus Aurelius, selected out of the Spanishe copie, not wrytten in the Frenche 
tongue.* In 'the Epistle to the Header, which prefaces these appendices. 
North writes under date 10th May, 1568 : 'What detracting tongues report of 
mee & my first trauell in the translation of this Dyall, enlarging them at 
pleasure to woork my defame, disabling my dooing heerein, by brute yt was no 
woork of myne, but the fruit of others labor : I neede not much force, since 
by dayly proof wee see that yll dcsposed mynds can neuer frame an honest 
tongue in head/ 

2 These results have been previously made public in a letter contributed to 
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Bebnebs. 
* There is nothynge so entier, but it 
deniinisheth ; nor nothynge 80 hole, 
but that is wery; nor nothynge so 
strong, but that it breaketh ; nor 
nothynge so well kept, but that it 

oorrupteth The finite* in the 

tpryngynge tyme haue not the vertue 
to gyue futfenavnce, nor perfyte *we£e- 
newe to «a£i*fie the t&ste of them that 
eafoth thereof : but thanne paweth 
the «ea*on of jommer and haruest 
comethe, whiche tyme doth better rype 
them, and thanne that that we do 
eate, dothe profyte us, the jprofe there- 
of is ryghte sauerynesse, and ^yuethe 
the more force and vertue, and the 
yreatter is the taste.* 



North. 

' There is nothing so entyer but may 
be diminished: nothynge so health- 
ful but may be diseased : nothing so 
strong, but may be broken : neyther 
anything so wel kept, but may be cor- 
rupted The /ruits of the spring 

time haue no /orce to giue *u*ten- 
aunee, nor perfait «wetene* to giue any 
rauour, but after that the sommer is 
past and haruest commeth, they rype 
and then all that we eate nourisheth 
more and gyueth a better tast' 



The popularity of Lord Berneis* translation, of which nine 
editions are known to have been published between 1534 and 1560, 
and five between 1560 and 1588, is a remarkable indication of the 
favour bestowed on Euphuistic style in England before the time of 
North or Lyly. 

But more can be proved in the same direction. The translator's 
prologue to Lord Berner8 , Froiasart, written in 1524, and that to 
be found in other of his works, show him to have come under 
Guevara's or a similar influence before he translated the Golden Boke. 
In the following abbreviated extracts from the prologue to Froissart 
the parallelism of the sentences, the repetition of the same thought 
differently expressed, the rhetorical question, the accumulation of 
synonyms, the classical references are irrefutable witnesses to the 
presence of well-developed Euphuism. Berners is writing of the 
advantages of history: — 

the Athenaum, for 18th August, 1883. To make the parallel more effective, 
the following extracts from Lyly's Euphuex, in which the form of the sentences 
is almost identical with those in the two passages printed above, should be read 
with them: — 'There is nothing lyghter than a feather, yet is it sette a loft in 
a woemann's hatte : nothing slighter then haire, yet is it most frisled in a 
Ladies head, so that I am in good hope, though there be nothing of lesse 
accounte then JSuphnes, yet he shal be marked with Ladies eyes, & lyked 
sometimes in their eares' (p. 221) ; or, 'There is nothing more swifter than 
time, nothing more sweeter : wee haue not as Seneca saith little time to Hue 
but we leese muche, neither haue we a short life by Nature, but we make it 
shorter by naughty nesse ' (p. 152). 
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4 Ones the continaall redyng thereof maketh yonge men equall in 
prudence to olde men ; and to olde fathers stryken in age, it mynys- 
treth experience of thinges. More it yeldeth priuate persons worthy 
of dignyte, rule and gouernaunce : it compelleth the emperoure, 
hygh rulers, and gouernours to do noble dedes, to thende they may 
optayne immortall glory : it exciteth, moueth and stereth, the strong, 
hardy warriours for the great laude that they haue after they ben 
deed promptly to go in hande with great and harde parels in defence 
of their countre : it prohybyteth reprouable persons to do mischeuous 

dedes What moued the strong and ferse Hercules to enter- 

pryse in his lyfe so many great incomparable labours and parylls 1 
.... In semblable wyse dyd his imitator, noble dvke Theseus and 

many other What knowledge should we haue of auncyent 

thinges past, and historic were not, whiche is the testymony thereof, 
the lyght of trouthe, the maystres of the lyfe humayne, the presydent 
of remembraunce and the messanger of antiquite ? Why moued and 
stered Phaleryus, the kynge of Phtholome oft and delygently to rede 
bokes ? Forsothe for none other cause but that . . . 

Nor was Lord Berners the only author who fell under Euphuistic 
influences at this early date. His sister Margaret was the mother of 
Sir Francis Bryan, one of Henry VIII's favourites, and a lover of 
literature, who was influenced by his uncle's literary tastes. 1 The first 
edition of Berners* Golden Boke of Marcus Aurelius was published 
posthumously. The colophon states the translation to have been 
undertaken 'at the instaunt desire of his [Berners*] neuewe Sir 
Frauncis Bryan knyghte/ and to Sir Francis its posthumous public- 
ation was avowedly due. At the close of Berners* Golden Boke is a 
passage applauding the ' swete style ' of ' the sentences of this booke,' 
which is an ' envoy ' in praise of Guevarism almost certainly from 
Sir Francis' pen. Bryan's admiration of Guevara is further shown 
by his own translation of another of Guevara's works in 1548. The 
English title runs : — A Dispraise of the Life of a Courtier in Com- 
mendacion of the Life of a Labouryng Man. London (by T. 
Berthelet), August 1548. Bryan must therefore be placed beside 
his uncle as one of the progenitors of English Euphuism. And Lord 
Berners must be held responsible for the direction of his nephew's 
literary tastes. 3 

1 See the article on Bryan in the Dictionary of National Biog. 

2 It may, perhaps, be not deemed altogether impertinent if I note here the 
ohief editions of English translations of Guevara's works published before tho 
issue of Lyly's Euphues in 1579 : — 
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IL LORD BERNERS* WORK ON .CALAIS. 
On p. xlv of the Introduction I state, on the authority of 
Anthony a Wood, that Lord Berners was the author of a tract on 
The duties of the inhabitants of Calais. At the time of writing I 
was not aware that this work was still extant, hut I now find that 
Mr. J. G. Nichols, in his edition of The Chronicle of Calais, pub- 
lished by the Camden Society in 1846, had identified it with a copy 
of Ordenances for Watch and Ward of Calais, printed by him from 
the British Museum (MS. Cotton. Faust. E. vii, 89— 102/>). The 
tract is of no literary interest, but it gives a valuable account of the 
police regulations enforced in Calais while under English rule. 



On p. xxxv I state, on the authority of the Athenaeum, that the 
Hamilton collection of MSS. included an illuminated copy of the 
French poetical romance of Huon of Burdeux. 



1635 

1537 yThe Golden Bolts of Mark Aurelie, by Lord Bernera, 

1542 

164ft J 

1648 The Dispraise of the Life of a Courtier, by Sir Francis Bryan. 
1564 The Golden Boke of Mark Aurelie, by Lord Berners. 

1567 The Dial of Princes, by Sir Thomas North. 
1560 The Chlden Boke, by Lord Berners. 

1568 The Dial of Princes, 2nd edit, by Sir Thomas North. 

1574 The Familiar Epistles of Sir Anthony of Guevara, by Edward 

Hellowes. 

1575 A Looking Glasse far the Courte, composed in the Castillian tongue, 

by the Lorde Anthony of Guevarra, Bishop of Mondiment 

out of Castilion drawne into French by Anthony Alaygre, and 
out of the Frenche tongue into English, by Sir Frauncis Bryan, 
Knight . . . — a second edition of Ttie Dispraise of the Life of a 
Courtier, edited by T. Tymme, minister. 

1677 The Familiar Epistles of Sir Anthony of Guevara, by Edward 
Hellowes (2nd edit.). 

1577 A Chronicle conteyning the Lices of tenne Emperours of Home, 
compiled by the most famous Syr Anthonie of Guevara, by 
Edward Hellowes. Dedicated to Queen Elizabeth. 

1577 Golden Epistles : gathered as well out of the remaynder of Guevara's 

woorks as other Authours, Latin, French, and Italian, by Geoffrey 
Fenton. 

1578 A booke of the Invention of tlie Art of Navigation . . compiled by 
: the famous Sir Anthonie of Guevara, by Edward Hellowes. 

Dedicated to Lord Howard of Effingham. 
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At the time of writing, the sale of these MSS. to the German 
Government had just been completed ; but although they had arrived 
in Berlin, the authorities there had not had time to examine them. 
Herr Tobler has since examined the romances included in the MSS. ; 
and has published an account of the Huon MS. in the transactions 
of the Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin. It there appears 
that the MS. is a version of the chanson de geste of Huon d'Auvergnb, 
and has no concern whatever with Huon of Bordeaux. 

IV. CONTEMPORARY CRITICISM OF HUON. 

To the instances given above on pp. xlviii and xlix should be 
added the very uncomplimentary notice of 'Huon' in 'The Epistle 
to the Reader/ prefixed by Thomas Bowes to the second of his 
'French Academic' (1594) — a translation from the French of Pri- 
maudaye. After denouncing dramatists as atheists, Bowes proceeds : — 

' It were too long to set downe the Catalogue of those lewde and 
lascivious bookes which haue mustered themselues of late yeercs in 
Paules Churchyard, as chosen souldiers ready to fight vnder the 
diuels banner, of which it may bee truely said, that they prevaile no 
lesse (if not more) to the vpholding of Atheisme in this light of the 
Gospel, then the Legend of Lies, Huon of Burdeaitx, King Arthur, 
with the rest of that rabble, were of force to maintaine Popery in the 
dayes of ignorance. ' 

The passage from Gervase Markham's Health to the Gentlemanly 
Profession of Serving Men (1578), in which reference is made to 
Huon ofBurdeux, may be worth giving in full (cf. p. xlix and p. 370). 
Mark ham is referring to the baneful attractions which gold has for 
mankind. He adds: — 

'But the Deuill (in my iudgement), the authour, roote, and 
originall of all mischiefe and miserie hath infused into this mettall 
some peece of Adamant, and into man's desire and affection some 
lumpe of Iron; which Adamant, according to his nature, drawing 
the Iron vnto it, linketh them selues togeather in undesolveable 
bondes, not much vnlyke the Castle of Adamant, feigned in the 
historie of Hughon of Burdeaux y which Castle having drawne the 
sayd Hughon vnto it, all hope of departure thence was quite extin- 
guished, onely except he coulde escape and be thence delyuered by 
an extraordinarie and imminent danger: which was to be carried 
ouer the sea in the clawes of a Griffine, whose desire was to deuoure 
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him, and that was one danger ; and in great hazard in regards of his 
wayghte to fall from the sayd Griffine into the ocean and so be 
drowned, and that was another danger ; which dangers as they were 
great and perilous, so I holde them perils no lesse dangerous and as 
hard for them to he separated and deliuered from this pernitious 
Adamant Castle that hath linked and chained them selues unto it by 
their extraordinarie couetowse desire of this worldly Mammon. ' 

V. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF LORD BERNERS' HUON.* 

On 1 Feb. 1638-9 Master Purfoot assigned to Master Thomas 
Wright all his interest in Huon of Burfcatix, and in The History 
of Valentine and Orson (Arber's Transcript of the Stationers' Regis- 
ters, iv. 45). 

VI. THE 1601 REVISION OF LORD BERNERS' ENGLISH. 

Nearly soventy years after the romance of Huon was translated 
by Lord Berners into the English of his generation, the publisher 
of a third edition (1601) entered on his title-page that 'the rude 
English ' was * corrected and amended.' 2 The first paragraph is. com- 
pletely recast in the Elizabethan version, and shows that the reviser 
at first contemplated rewriting the romance in a pompous Euphuistic 
style. ' In the tyme accountyde the yere of grace ' becomes ' In the 
time by computation called ye yeere of grace ; ' ' Charles the Grete, 
namyd Charlemayn ' becomes * Charles the Great, more vulgarly 
knowen by the name of Charlemaine ; ' and the last sentence of the 
paragraph is transformed thus : — 



o. 1633. 

1 The renoume of hym & of hys noble 
valiaunt chiualry streohyd out of ye 
eest into the west in such wyse that 
for euer there shalbe made of hym 
perpetuall memory, as here after ye 
shall here.' 



1601. 

'But let it suffice, God was their 
guide, Religion the cause, Honour the 
obiect, & perpetuall Fame the reward, 
which both led him & his traine to 
these worthy attempts, & still brought 
them backe with the due to theyr 
valorous enterprises ; extending both 
his & their renowne to all parts of the 
world, & registring their names in the 
kalender of neuer dying memorie.' 



1 See page lvii. 8 See p. lvi, tup. 
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On pp. 6-7 another long passage is completely transformed, but, un- 
like the opening paragraph, the revised language is studiously made 
simple and straightforward. 

This sweeping style of revision was, however, rapidly abandoned. 
In the rest of the book the revision affected every page, but the 
method proved that it was merely undertaken by a rapid reader — 
probably a printer's reader — mainly with a view to removing the 
obvious archaisms. Old words, liable to puzzle the pleasure-seeking 
public, to whom romances appealed, were replaced by modern words ; 
the Gallicized English, in which Lord Berners, an accomplished 
French scholar, not infrequently indulged, was completely anglicized ; 
the punctuation and spelling were occasionally made to conform to 
more modern rules ; now and then an old-fashioned construction was 
altogether reformed ; in very rare cases the sentence was rewritten. 
The alterations were not made with sufficient system to satisfy all 
the requirements of scientific philology, but they exhibit in a prac- 
tical fashion the notions of an every-day Elizabethan as to the 
characteristic differences between his own written language and that 
of bis grandfather. 

Of purely grammatical changes made on archaic grounds, these 
affecting inflections are not very numerous. The plural forms eyen 
(p. 13) and yere (p. 29) are replaced by eyes and yeares. The pro- 
noun ye disappears in favour of you, and the forms tho (p. 193) and 
moo (p. 36) become those and more. In the case of verbs, such 
strong forms of the past tense as bet (p. 86) and dame (p. 683) are 
softened into did beat and did clime (climb). The old ending of 
past tenses and participles in ~yde or -yd (apealyde, baynyd, deuysyd, 
etc.) is modernized into -ed. Quod (p. 21) becomes quoth, and the 
participial termination of -en in bresten (p. 69) is abandoned. The 
termination -eth or -yth in third person plural of present tenses is not 
uncommon in Lord Berners. Thus he writes, ' These thynges hath 9 
(p. 9), and 'I se them aproche that desyryth my deth 1 (p. 26). In the 
Elizabethan version these phrases become ' These thynges have/ and 
4 / se them aproche that desire my death 9 

Changes of construction are rarely made in the 1601 revision. 
But the double negative did not approve itself to the reviser, and he 
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usually removes one of the negative particles. Thus 'none other 
shall have no profyght' (p. 13) becomes 'none other shall have any 
honour;' and l 7ior neuer none of hys lynage gaue as yette very 
good counsell' (p. 12) becomes i nor euer any of his lynage/ etc A 
few of Lord Berners' favourite constructions are loose adaptations 
from the French, and these are as a rule removed. In Lord Berners' 
phrase 1 [they] coude them great thanke ' (p. 499) the reviser reads 
gave for coude, thus conforming to modern usage. This is a favourite 
phrase with Lord Berners (cp. ' I can you grete thanke,' p. 5). The 
French original has c [Je] bon gre vous scay,' and Lord Berners 
slavishly reproduces the phrase, translating sauoir by can [O.E. can, 
cunnan = ken, know]. In Berners' Froissart the expression is 
more frequently employed. Cotgrave, like the reviser, does not 
recognize it. Under scavoir he translates ' savoir bon gre a . • • ' by 
' to give thanks unto . . .' 

The rejection of archaic words is the most valuable part of the 
reviser's labour. So far as connecting particles and non-substantive 
words are concerned, the enumeration is necessarily brief, but each 
of them is important. Thus or in the sense of before is invariably 
rejected for ere or before. The enclitic as, which Lord Berners was 
in the habit of occasionally adding to there and then, and almost 
invariably to where, is always dropped. Than for then is never ac- 
cepted, and the forms syn (p. 199), seen, or sin are not allowed to do 
duty for since. Towards or toward is in Lord Berners' language used 
as two separate words, and the word governed by it is very often 
inserted after to. Thus we meet with to her warde (p. 254), to us 
warde (p. 295), to the host warde (p. 328), to ye galowes warde 
(p. 328), to the tre warde; but all these in the Elizabethan version 
are transformed into toward her, towarde us, towardes the Hooste, 
toward the gallowes, and towards the tre. Clene for wholly, as in 
clene armyd (p. 197), is replaced by all. The which figures per- 
petually in the old version, and the article is rejected in the new 
(cp. p. 16). What is not allowed to stand for why (p. 33), and the ex- 
cessive employment of that to the exclusion of which, and with vague 
reference not to the preceding word, but to long clauses, is avoided 
by the Elizabethan. The awkwardness of the repetition of then, 
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used merely as a connecting particle — a common feature of all early 
English prose — is met by its omission or by the substitution of and. 
With regard to auxiliary verbs, it should be noted that a, the attenu- 
ated form of fiave (p. 149), and woll, a common variant of will (p. 87), 
either of which is frequent in Lord Bernera 1 prose, are not found in 
the revised version. The verb do is used far more loosely by Lord 
Berners than his successor allowed to be correct. Thus Berners 
writes ' They dyd to have Huon jugyd ' (p. 22), where the reviser 
substitutes laboured for dyd; '[He] dyd of his brothers gowne' 
(p. 28) becomes ' he did take off* ; in the sentence 1 ye that . . . haue 
well herde the grete vnresonablenes that the kynge do too one of 
oure peeres,' do is replaced in the Elizabethan version by offers. 
Another very common verb used by Lord Berners is ween or went for 
think or thought The latter in the 1601 version invariably takes 
the former's place. It is clear that such a phrase as ( it skeeleth not 
of my dethe' (p. 677) had an archaic sound to the reader of 1601, 
for he refashions it as ' It is no matter though I die. 1 

The following list contains most of the substantive words, which 
the Elizabethan appears to have rejected on the sole ground that 
they had fallen or were falling out of common use. Many of them 
still figured in the poetry of the day, and Shakespeare pressed some 
of them into his service. But the fact that the reviser of Lord 
Berners* text put himself to the pains of substituting for them more 
familiar expressions, is positive proof that they sounded in his ear 
rude or old-fashioned. The reader will hardly need to be warned 
that the substituted word is not always the best or even a correct 
representative of the original. A reference to the Glossary will 
sufficiently remove difficulties on this score. 



e. 1533. 






1601. 


apayred 


p. 240 


replaced by 


grieued 


apealyde 

appellyd 


p. 22 j 
P. 81 j 


t .. 


appeached 


arson 


p. 700 


»* 


pommell (of a saddle) 


1)686611 ... • • • 


p. 119 


>« 


adorned 


bra8t 


p. 103 


>» 


brake 


brest 


p. 117 


»i 


burst 


carnall 


p. 33 


»i 


louing 


chere 


p. 57 


»> 


countenance 


clypped 


p. 635 


» 


embraced 


crope 


p. 169 




back 
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e. 1533. 






1601. 


dele 


p. 554 


replaced by 


whit 


departed 


p. 336 


»» 


parted 


fell 


p. 120 


)i 


bolde 


fellest 


p. 210 




cruellest 


fordo 


p. 487 


n 


undoe 


gader [i. e. gather] 


p. 305 


n 


call 


grees 


p. 373 


ii 


degrees 


grese 


p. 119 


yi 


degrees 


bore 


p. 224 


n 


hoarie 


imagenyd 


p. 221 


a 


practised 


impe 


p. 12 


I) 


tree 


japery 


p. 85 


n 


jest 


lesynge 


p. 37 


i) 


loosing 


leuer 


p. 349 


n 


rather 


meny 


p. 499 


ii 


oompanie 


pylhynge 


p. 401 




killinge 


refuse 


p. 70 


» 


refusal 


soot 


p. 704 




shotte 


sore abasshed ... 


p. 359 




greatly afraid 


soppe 


p. 38 


» 


drought 


sparhawke 


P. 7 




sparrow-hawke 


swounyd 


p. 24 




I wounded 


trough 


p. 31 




certain te 


yode 


p. 636 


» 


rode 


wanhope 


p. 364 




false hope 


went 


pp. 200, 233 „ 


thought 


wente 


p. 334 


» 


hoped 



The following Gallicized words, used by Lord Berners as well as 
by Caxton and a few other early translators from the French, were 
never fairly naturalized in England. How literal Lord Berners could 
be on occasion, our comment on his use of ' can grete thanke ' has 
already shown. With it may be compared such a phrase as ' escryed 
a hye/ by which Berners renders ' escria en haut.' Several of those 
words which were ejected by the Elizabethan reviser (cp. parents, 
deuise) had not, however, entirely dropped out of the language, but 
they were quickly disappearing, and clearly were not quite familiar 
in 1601. As in the case of the merely archaic words, the reviser's 
rendering is not always correct (cp. entreated). Reference should be 
made to the Glossary when the sense is not obvious. 



c. 1533. 
in amours with .. 
assembeled 
assembelyd 
bayngned 

baynyd 

bountye 



630 
613 
659 
537 
427 
146 



replaced by 



1601. 
enamoured of 
a8f*8ailed 
assaulted 

bathed 

goodness 
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1 Aflt 


urucuyu \urt'Ciic j 


p. 


replaced by 


spurred 


VllULclj no ... 


p. 493 


» 


captain 


rtr\Tl H 1 1 f .A 

vi/ilu U W3 . ■ . ... 


p. 18 


>» 


conducte 


onnao.nf anv 


p. 27 


M 


give consent to 


cordiner ... ... 


r» 7A1 

p. 1 0* 


)» 


shoemakers 


tUUclJ o . . • ... 

cuuyteo ... ... 


n 3on 1 

p. OSKf J 


>» 


couetousness 


UClCllvJ im ... 


p. 46 


»» 


. ... 
iorDiu 


Hah vnvd 


n 7 
p. < 


M 








» 


CUIULUUIJ lug 


deuyses ... 


to 

p. oo 


>» 


conferences 


IU UcUjoc ... ... 


p. DOU 


»! 


Iaj eport 


HinnpnH ai* 

umucuuvi ... 


n 7*tft 
p. 1 oo 


1> 


Bpciiuvr 


dyBpence ... ... 


p. • lo 


>» 


charges 


dolent ... ... 


p. ooo 


>1 


Borrowfull 


UvluUi ... ... 


n 32 

p. 


1» 


ill hap 
greete 


uuiuuro ... ... 


n 2 
p. * 


M 


UUIDngQ • • • • • • 


p. 


>1 


wrong 


iijr oiruyctx ... 


p. *o 


»1 


weo re luipouenBneu 


t*n VtnaaA/i 

C U l/t»BOCvl ... ... 


p. 740 


» 


ttlJI UHsoUgO 


pr» V\o nepf on ra 

OUL/OBOCIUUIO ... 


n 740 

p. f TV/ 




Qmnoaoo/iAnM 

am uaaoiMjuure 


an H A/»frvn oi\ 

cnuuui>rj Ucii ... 


n K7A 

p. o< o 


educated 


CUBaUlUia ... 


p. 12 




Awn YY\ T\ 1 A 

CJLaUipiO 


Ant rpatAd 


p. 642 


» 


tjiibcrtuiucu 


AH ♦ l*A A TAfl 


p. QUI 






escryed ft bye . . . 


p. 100 




cryed on hyo 


6xtorsyon . . . 


p. 47 


» 


cruel tie 


lcioney ... ... 


p. D170 




viiiany 


felony ... ... 


p. 4 




rashness 


f ©inly • . • ... 


n 03 
p. £•> 


» 


uuiuiy 


fyaunsed ... ... 


p. 686 


>» 


wpddAfl 


lAJilo ... 


p. 639 


JJ 


YIIIH1 Uco 




p. 197 


J» 




iiipuruiuiu ... 


p 544 


J> 


inBuppuruiDio 


mttonco ... ... 


p. 696 


» 


111 IStltJOO 


Tnoaoo 

jxicoso ... ... 


p. 216 




service 


m r\ a a a 1 1 


v\ 14A 

P. iTfcVf 


nostril 


ixiurycu ... ... 


p. 650 




1 1 1 1 1 1 1 U leu 


Novfnll 

Jtl \fj IUU ... ... 


p. 440 


» 




"NTnvfiill 

xiuyiuii ... ... 






VOO U3UIUUB 


AAAtf QirAn 

IHXjBjUU ... ... 


p 320 




9i»ugoiicr 


oreson ... ... 


r\ 1 Aft 

p. 14o 


» 


prayer 


car Ten tl aire 


p. 693 




lvneaare 


parent 


p. 9 




kinsman 


parentes 


p. 2,12 


» 


kindred 


pastaunce 


p. 46 




pastime 


payne 


p. 644 




labour 


prefessyd 


p. 34 




pretended 


purchase 


p. 12 




provide 


purchaseth for ... 


p. 13 


» 


seeks 


purchased for 


p. 216 




practised against 


rased 


p. 145 


» 


torne 


reculyd 


p. 42 




Btaggred 
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0. 


1533. 


1601. 


releue 


... p. 198 replaced by 


recover 


releuyd ... 


... p. 147 


recouered 


renyed v . 


... p. 89 „ 


denyed 


requere ... 


... p. 21 


desire 


require ... 


... p. 264 „ 


request 


rybaadis ... 


... p. 538 „ 


villaines 


semylytude 


... pp. 41, 138 „ 


likelyhood 


stradiot ... 


... p. 761 


trauailer 


Vaylable ... 


... p. 12 


available 


Vileny 


... p. 20 


shame 
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Several misprints and puzzling misspellings were justifiably cor- 
rected by the Elizabethan, of which the following are the most 
notable : — 





Misprints. 




Misspellings. 




c. 


1533. 


1601. 


c. 1533. 




1601. 


above 


p. 160 


alone 


besynes 


p. 14 


businesse 


aperaelyd 


P. 74 


appointed 


herber 


p. 704 


arbour 


aryued 


p. 181 


arm yd 


impossessyons 


p. 210 


impositions 


commonynge p. 392 


coming 


leaue thystorys 


p. 166 


leaueth the 


excusyd 


p. 26 


accused 






Historie 


folye 


p. 302 


foyled 


lybardes 


p. 16 


leopardes 


frusshe 


p. 474 


ni8she 


portruyd 


p. 412 


portraiture 


inbushyd 


p. 25 


ambushed 


seasyd, i. e. cease< 


I p. 14 


stayed 








si rode 


p. 359 


sea roode 



Not infrequently when attempting to remove a difficulty caused 
by misspelling he comes to grief. Thus, 1 If any plee come therby/ 
which means ' if any plea or charge be brought/ the reviser reads, 
' If any hurt come.' The French original reads plait. ' He shal 
derely abye (i. e. abide) it ' (p. 305) is rendered 1 He shall dearly buy 
it.' ' To ordayne a bayenge,' i. e. a * bayninge,' or ' bathing,' is changed 
into ' To ordaine a rich bed.' 

A large number of changes were made like the last out of pure 
lightness of heart, and no philological deduction can be drawn from 
them. They were doubtless prompted in the first instance by the 
awkward spelling of the old text. Most of these changes are just 
such as a printer's reader might be expected to make if left to his 
own devices, and prove how permanent are the characteristics of these 
invaluable men, to whom no author ought to omit an opportunity of 
expressing his frequent indebtedness. 
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0. 1533. 1601. 

force p. 152 violence 

chorlysshely p. 757 stubbornly 

clerely p. 363 evidently 

clerkes p. 732 doctors 

drams, i. e. 



fortunyd p. 21 happened 
pray syd p. 39 regarded 

rengyd, i. e. 



dysordynate p. 696 Inordinate 
fell after p. 4 afterwards en- 



o. 1533. 1601. 



sued 



drachms p. 142 ducates 
dyshordenate p. 700 dishonorable 



ranged p. 494 arriued 



It is not safe to draw any very large conclusion from the revision. 
But a comparison of the two versions shows that while the structure 
of the language had changed very slightly, ahout five per cent of 
Lord Berners' vocabulary was judged to be out of date, nearly seventy 
years after his death, by a reader who made his standard of intel- 
ligibility the ordinary speech of his well-to-do contemporaries. At 
the same time it is noticeable, although not surprising, that the great 
literature of the end of the sixteenth century excluded a far smaller 
percentage of Lord Berners' vocabulary. Poets always have a pre- 
dilection for the archaisms of language. Many words ejected by 
the Elizabethan reviser from Lord Berners' text are employed by 
Shakespeare in plays that were written about the date of the 
revision. The fact proves, if proof were needed, that Shakespeare 
freely indulged a taste for archaic expressions, and was exceptionally 
well read in the works of his predecessors. 

VII. A TABLE OF THE MAGICAL EPISODES EST THE 
ROMANCE. 

%* It is worth noting that the most striking of Huon's magical 
adventures — his shipwreck on the adamant rock, his fight with the 
griffin, and his journey down the subterranean river— consecutively 
recorded on pp. 354 — 386 and pp. 407 — 444, 1 are related in the same 
order, and with little difference in detail, in the popular Bavarian 
story of Herzog Ernst von Baiern (see Karl Bartsch's scholarly edition 
issued at Vienna in 1869, and Sinirock's Die DeuUdien Volksbucher, 
iii. 305 — 15). The prose version of the folk-tale about Duke Ernest 
is still well known throughout Germany. It appears in its earliest 
known shape in a poem (of the Lower Rhine), of which a twelfth 

1 On pp. 387—407 the story of Esclaramonde's sufferings at the siege of 
Bordeaux is inserted. 
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century MS. is extant. Arranged somewhat differently, each of Huon's 
magical adventures appears in one or other of the seven journeys of 
Sindbad the Sailor in the Aralrian Nights. That the whole episode is 
of Oriental origin admits of no doubt. But two interesting questions 
suggest themselves. By what channel did the story reach the authors 
of Huon and of Herzog Ernst ? Which of the two authors may claim 
the credit of first presenting it to European readers 1 Probably the 
Crusades produced sufficient intercourse between Europe and Asia to 
supply an answer to the first question. The second might be the 
subject of prolonged investigation, but a first survey of the evidence 
can point only to one result The earliest extant manuscript of Huon 
which includes these adventures is of the fourteenth century (see 
p. xxxiii, supra). The date of the earliest extant manuscript of this 
portion of Huon is not, however, in itself conclusive as to the date of 
its composition. Nevertheless there are indications that historical 
events of the late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries were 
known to the romancer, and we are not inclined to accept a date 
earlier than the fourteenth century for the later sections of the 
romance. The earliest version of Herzog Ernst has been dated two 
centuries earlier. Hence a strong presumption is created in favour 
of the theory that the author of Huon borrowed from the author of 
Herzog Ernst. 



This magnetic rock, which appears in the story of Herzog Ernst, 
and in the story of Sindbad in the Aralrian Nights, draws towards it 
all ships (with iron nails in them), and on Huon reaching it (p. 370) 
the masts of vessels which have been wrecked on it are so massed 
together as to present the appearance of a forest. Sir John Mandc- 
ville describes it in almost identical terms (ed. 1839, pp. 161, 163, 
271). He localizes it in a Chinese sea; other writers, like the 
author of the Arabian Nights, place it somewhere between Tonquin 
and Cochin China. 1 

The myth of the existence of a magnetic rock that drew the iron nails 
out of passing ships, thus causing them to go to pieces, or that bodily attracted 
them to it (for it is told both ways), is one of the numerous marvels of the 



THE ADAMANT ROCK. 



1 The nmall-type notes are by Mr. W. A. Clouston. 
CHARL. RUM. XII. 
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* hollow-sounding and mysterious maiu * so universally credited in mediaeval 
times. It had doubtless been orally current in Europe long before the date 
of either Duke Ernst or Hhoh : and while it may have been brought from 
the East through the Crusades, it is perhaps as likely to have been introduced 
through the Moors of Spain. Be this as it may, the incidents of Duke Huon's 
first journey to the East have an unquestionable resemblance to some of the 
adventures of the renowned Sindbad. 

In the old French romance of the Ckecalier Berinnf there is a very 
curious account of the Rock of Adamant, which drew the ex-king of Blaodie's 
five ships to it The crews were in despair, for well they knew that wbeu 
their food was all consumed a terrible, lingeriug death was in store for them. 
Presently an extremely attenuated man is observed to creep on board one of 
the ships, in quest of food, as it turns out, and he informs them that there is 
an inscription on the rock, but he had not read it Aigres, the brave son of 
Berinus, goes on to the rock with the lean man, who shows him the inscrip- 
tion, which was to this effect: * Whoever may touch this rock can only be 
freed by depositing on it all his wealth, save what may be necessary to enable 
him to complete his voyage : one of the crew, chosen by lot, must then go to 
the top of the rock and cast iuto the sea the ring which he will find there, 
when the vessel shall instantly be freed, but he must remain on the rock.' 
Aigres returns and acquaints them of the purport of the inscription : lots are 
drawn, and Aigres is the victim. After bidding bis family adieu, he goes to 
the top of the rock, throws the ring in the sea, and all the five ships are at 
once set free and sail away, taking the remarkably lean man with them. The 
rock is infested by enchanters, but the gallant Aigres contrives to avoid their 
snares, until another ship is drawn to the rock, when he informs the mariuers 
of the only means by which they can escape (for it would appear the ring 
returned to the top of the rock each time it was thrown into the sea). Lota 
are drawn, and so on, as before — an inconsistent story, if ever there was onel 

The Rock of Adamant also figures in the Legend of St Brand an us. — Is it 
possible that the myth had its origin in some old-world sailor's ' yarn 1 of an 
actual rock, now submerged, to which vessels were driven by a very strong 
current, a mishap which the unskilful navigators might ascribe to the attract- 
ing force of the rock itself ? There is always a substratum of fact in legends 
of this kiud, could it l>e discovered — they were not wholly invented. 

THE APPLES OF YOUTH. 

At the bidding of an angel Huon gathers three of these apples, 
each of which, when eaten by a man of eighty or a hundred years old, 
transforms hini to a young man of thirty (p. 436 ). Huon bestows 
one of these apples on the Admiral of Tauris (p. 465), and his white 
hair and beard grow yellow as he eats it, and he suddenly becomes a 
youth of strength and beauty. The second is eaten by the abbot of 
Cluny, who is 114 years old, with similar results (pp. 552 — 5). 
The third rejuvenates Thierry, Emperor of Germany (p. 568). 

This is essentially an Oriental idea — the counterpart of that of the Water 
of Immortality. In Indian story-books fruits — generally mangoes, the favour- 
ite fruit of high and low throughout Hiududtan — are frequently represented as 
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possessing magical properties, such as curing barrenness in women, and con- 
ferring perennial youth upon whoever ate of them. We are told in the Persian 
Parrot-Book (Tuti Ndma), 1 for instance, that a Prince having obtained some 
fruit of the Tree of Life, which grew in a far distant land, in order to test its 
virtue, gave part to a decrepit old woman (« experimentum in corpore vili'), 
who no sooner tasted it than she became a blooming damsel of 'sweet 
eighteen.' With variations, the same story is found in several Indian col- 
lections, such as the Kathd Manjari, and there is also a version of it in the 
Tamil romance entitled Alahtsa Kathd ; in both it is a mango fruit that has 
this quality, and the king causes some of it to be given to an aged goldsmith 
who was in prison for fraud, and it turned him into a youth of sixteen years 
— let us trust he was then released, that he might begin life over again ! 

There is a rather curious story about this kind of fruit in the Indian 
romance entitled Sinhasana DwatHtuati, or Thirty-two Tales of a Throne 
(and it occurs also in other collections), where a Brahman having received 
from his favourite deity, as a reward for his devotional austerities, the fruit 
of immortality, joyfully proceeds home and shows it to his wife, who advises 
him to give it to Raja Bhartrihari, as the wealth he was sure to present him 
with in return were preferable to an endless life of poverty. He goes to the 
palace, and presenting the fruit to the good raja, acquaints him of its nature, 
and is rewarded with a lakh of rupis. The raja gives the fruit to his wife, 
telling her that if she ate it her beauty should increase day by day, and she 
should be immortal. The rani gives it to her paramour, the chief of the 
police, who, in his turn, presents it as the choicest of gifts to a favourite 
courtesan, who, after reflecting that it would only enable her to commit 
innumerable sins, resolves to offer it to the raja, hoping to be rewarded in a 
future life. When llaja Bhartrihari again received the fruit he was astonished, 
and on learning from the courtesan from whom she had obtained it, he saw that 
his wife was unfaithful, so, abandoning throne and kingdom, he departed into 
the jungle, where he became an ascetic. But we are not told what became of 
the fruit — perhaps the good raja destroyed it, fully convinced that immortality 
ou this earth would not be altogether a blessing 1 

ARMOUR THAT RENDERS THE WEARER INVULNERABLE. 

See the account of giant Galaffor (p. 103). 



On a plain near the Caspian Sea, from which there appears to 

be no exit, Huon finds a ' tun made of the heart of oak bound all 

about with bands of iron/ which rolls round and round 'in the 

circuit of the plain.' Beside it lies a great iron mallet. Within 

Cain, the murderer of his brother Abel, is confined, with serpents 

and toads devouring him ; but he is unable to die. He implores 

Huon to break the tun with the mallet, and thus release him. A 

fiend of hell is waiting with a boat to bear Cain from the accursed 

1 Composed by Ziya-ed-Din Nakhshabi about A.D. 1306, but representing a much 
older work no longer extant. 
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p'ace, and Cain suggests that after Huon has broken the tun, he 
shall tie the mallet round his neck, represent himself as Cain to the 
fiend, and effect his escape. Huon declines to touch the tun, but 
takes advantage of Cain's advice (pp. 484 — 492). He is ferried by 
the fiend to the city of Collanders, continues to call himself Cain, 
and is enthusiastically received by the pagans, who do not discover 
the deceit. 



This cup, which Oberon presents to Huon, fills with wine in the 



out of it, but is always empty when a sinful man touches it (pp. 76, 
77). The Emperor Charlemagne is proved sinful by this tost, while 
Huon, his wife, and Gcrames are all shown to be innocent of sin 



Magical tests of chastity occur in many Asiatic as well as mediaeval 
European romances and tales. In the Kathd Sarit Sdgara} a merchant 
named Guhasena is about to depart on a long trading journey, and both he 
and his wife have misgivings as to each other's fidelity during their separation, 
when the deity Siva appears before them, and puts in the hand of each a red 
lotus, which should fade if either proved unfaithful. — Iu the Persian Tuti 
Jf&ma (or Parrot-Book) the wife of a soldier, on his leaving her to enter a 
great man's service, gives him a nosegay, which should betoken her chastity 
while it bloomed. And in the charming Arabian tale of Prince Zayn al- 
Asnam the King of the Genii gives him a magic mirror, in which if he see 
the reflection of any damsel undimmed, he may be sure that she is *a clean 
maid, without aught of defect or default, and endowed with every praise- 
worthy quality ; but if, on the contrary, the figure be found obscured, then 
know that she is sullied by the soil of sex ; ' — and the story of how the Prince 
at length found the required pure and spotless damsel is 'familiar to every 
schoolboy.' 

From the East the idea of such magical tests was, no doubt, brought to 
Europe during the crusading times, when msny a brave and worthy knight, 
as he lay sleepless in his tent on the plains of Syria, must have often thought 
of his dame at home, and wondered whether she had not found a substitute 
for him in the person of the 'lordly abbot, or perchance some meaner priest* I 
In Aviad'ts de Gaul the test is a garland, in Perec Forest a rose, which 
remained fresh so long as its wearer continued chaste; while in Tristan, 
Perceval, Morte d'A rthur, Orlando Furwso, and Le Lay du Corn, a cup of wine 
if spilled in the hand of either male or female indicated the unfaithful lover. 
In the old metrical romauce of the Wright's Chaste Wife (edited for the 
E. E. T. S. by Dr. Furnivall) a poor widow gives the wright, when about to 
espouse her daughter, a garland of roses which would keep their colour while 



1 Signifying, " Ocean of the Streams of Story," a great Sanskrit collection, of 
the 11th century, slightly abridged from a work apparently now lost, entitled 
Vrihat Kotlui, or Great Story, written five hundred years earlier. 
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his wife was true to him, hut not otherwise. In like circumstances, a carpenter, 
according to the Oesta Ritnianorum, received from his mother-in-law a shirt 
which would not he soiled or torn so long as his wife was chaste ; and this also 
occurs in the North German tale of 'The King and Queen of Spain* (Thorpe's 
yule-Tide Stories). 1 In Bandello, Part I., Nov. 21, a Bohemian nobleman 
has a magic picture of his wife, which would betoken her infidelity hy turning 
yellow (or green, the colour supposed to he appropriate to jealousy!) ; and this 
novel it was, doubtless — not some oral version of the Wright** Wife, as I once 
thought — that suggested to Massinger the plot of his play of Tlte Picture. 
Everybody knows the old English ballad of the Boy and the Mantle, derived 
from a fabliau, where a mantle will fit only a woman who is perfectly chaste. 
In the Oesta Itomanorum a wild elephant can only be lulled asleep by two 
pure virgins; and in an Indian story a white elephant falls dowu dead, and a 
devotee informs the king that it will be restored to life by the presence of a 
chaste woman : surely no one could be so infatuated as to believe it likely — 
even possible — that these two stories were independently invented 1 

The ancient Hebrews had a water-ordeal to test a woman suspected of 
infidelity by her husband, which may-have been derived from the Egyptians — 
see the Book of Numbers, ch. i. vv. 5 — 21, from which it is very evident that 
no woman conscious of guilt would risk such a punishment, threatened by one 
of the sacred order of the priesthood, aud so she would stand self-convicted — 
truly, a shrewd device 1 The Hindus seem also to have had a water-ordeal, 
though of a different kind, for similar cases : in the Rdmdyana it is related 
that Sita, the wife of Kama, in order to prove her chastity, which the reverend 
hermits strongly suspected, boldly leaped into the "tank of trial," and — more 
fortunate than many of her equally innocent European sisters in modern 
times who were " ducked " for witchcraft — she escaped being drowned, and 
thus satisfied the suspicious ascetics. 



Gerard learns approaching events in a dream (p. 16). An 
angelical voice, heralded by a shining light, addresses Iluon (p. 435). 



At Obcron's birth (p. 73) a discontented fairy caused him to 
cease growing when three years old, but afterwards regretting this 
act, made him the fairest creature that ever nature formed. Translyne 
gavo him the power of seeing through all men's minds, and another 
fairy that of going whither he would by merely wishing himself 
there. Geramcs tells Huon (p. 63) that any one speaking to Oberon 
is lost for ever, a common popular notion. Oberon can raise up 
tempests (p. 67), place rushing rivers in the paths of his enemies, or 

1 It is curious to fiud this idea in a popular Bengali story, where a girl tells her 
companious that he who gets her for his wife will be a happy man, for the cloth 
she wears will never be soiled or torn. — See Rev. Lai Behari Day's Folk-Tales of 
Bengal, p. 230. 
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suddenly call into being palaces for his friends, and by a touch of his 
rod make roads for them through stormy rivers. For further accounts 
of Oberon, the dwarf king of the fairies, and his attendants Gloriadas, 
Gloriande, Lempatrix, Margale, Oryane, Translyne, see under these 
names in the Index Nominum. 

FIENDS AND EVIL ANGEIA 

The devil of hell, who is in league with Cain (p. 489), has a 
head as big as an ox's head, his eyes are redder than two burning 
coals, his teeth great and long, and as rough as a bear, and he casts 
lire and smoke out of his gorge like a furnace (p. 489). Huon, when 
wrecked on a rock in the Spanish sea, finds a castle there inhabited 
by monks, who are evil angels, chased out of Paradise with Lucifer 
(p. 592). When they please they come among living men in the 
likeness of bears or wer-wolves. Others tempt men and women to 
their damnation ; others follow the thunder and tempest in the air, 
and some destroy ships and men on the seas. They still have most 
of the powers of the fairies, and create, by merely wishing, towns and 
castles on high rocks, with minstrels and all that appertains to rich 
living, but Christ compels them to conduct daily divine service 
(p. 593). 

THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH. 

This fountain cures those who bathe in its stream of all in- 
firmities (p. 434). It is apparently situated on Alexander's Rock. 

The virtues of this Fountain are thus described in Way's rendering of the 
fabliau of " The Land of Cockaigne " — that is, Eitohenland, where all sorts of 
sensual delights abound — 

" But the chief est, choicest treasure, 
Iu this land of peerless pleasure, 
Was a well, to say the sooth, 
Cleped the living Well of Youth. 
There, had numb and feeble Age 
Crossed you in your pilgrimage, 
In those wondrous waters pure, 
Laved a while, you had a cure : 
Lustihed and youth appears 
Numbering now but twenty years,' 

The circumstance that, according to Hiton, the Fountain was on Alexander's 
Rock clearly indicates that the idea was, directly or indirectly, derived from 
Eastern sources, since the universal Muslim legend tells how Alexander 
despatched the (mythical) prophet El-Khizr to fetch him some of the Water 



Digitized by 



Google 



MAGICAL EPISODES. 



803 



of Immortality, and when, after much painful toil and long and weary 
journeying, the prophet reached the fountain, he had no sooner drank a little 
of its waters than they disappeared ; and since then no man has been able to 
discover the Fountain. — But long before the days of Alexander, if we may 
credit the Rabbinical tradition, Solomon, the son of David, sent a messenger 
to procure him some of the Water of Immortality ; — meanwhile the sage 
monarch would have ample time to reflect upon this delusive world : for was 
it not he who, having seen everything under the sun, declared that ' all is 
vanity and vexation of spirit? * We might therefore well expect that, on this 
account, when his messenger returned with the Water of Immortality, the 
' wisest of men 1 would decline the potation : and decline it he did ; but not 
because 1 all is vanity * (the Rev. Mr. Stiggins, by the way, was of the same 
opinion — always excepting a little pine-apple rum), but because he could not 
endure the thought of surviving his female favourites 1 

The assertion that since El-Khizr took his draught of immortality no one 
has been able to find the Fountain can't be true — if all stories be true — for 
have we not in the oral and written (popular) histories of many lands most 
circumstantial accounts of successful expeditions to the Fountain of Life? 
What, for instance, was the water which the beautiful and brave young 
princess, in the Arabian tale of the ' Envious Sisters/ sprinkled on the stones, 
as she went down the hill (after securing the Bird that spoke and the Tree 
that sang), thereby changing them back into their original forms of princes 
and nobles — what, but this same Water of Life ? And again, in another 
Arabian tale, when Prince Ahmad is required by his silly father, the king — 
prompted by an envious, malignant vazlr — to get him some of the water that 
could cure all ailments, and the Prince's bewitching bride, the Peri Banu, 
obtains it for him, spite of the lions and serpents which guarded the fountain 
— what was this but the identical water of which old El-Khizr drank — unless, 
indeed, there existed more than one fountain of the same kind in those far-off 
days? Then there is the delightful German tale, 'Das Wasser im Leben,' to 
which Grimm has appended a note, stating that in Conrad of Wurtzburg's 
Trqjan War, written in the 13th century, Medea gets water from Paradise to 
renew the youth of Jason's father. — There's no end, in sooth, to the number 
of stories of magical fountains of all sorts — fountains of immortality, of 
youth, of oblivion, of love, of disdain ; and fountains, eke, that changed a 
man into a woman, and a woman into a man 1 



The first giant Huon meets is Angolaffer or Galafer, who is 
seventeen feet high (p. 103). He has robbed Oberon of the tower of 
Dunother, and of a suit of armour which rentiers invulnerable any 
man who, wearing it, is 1 without spot of deadly sin ' and the son of 
a virtuous mother (p. 105). Huon puts it on, and strikes off the 
giant's head. Angolaffer's brother Agrapart is of the same height, 
and has two teeth protruding from his mouth, each a foot long : his 
eyes are like two burning torches, and 1 he was a foot between the 
brows' (p. 140). Huon worsts him in a duel (p. 148). 
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THE GRIFFIN OR GRYPHON. 



Huon sees this monster while in the castle of the Adamant, 
carrying off in its talons the corpses of sailors shipwrecked on that 
fatal rock (p. 426). Lying down among the dead men, Huon is 
himself carried hy it through the air to its nest on Alexander's Rock 
(p. 429). It is a female bird with eyes like basins of fire, and of 
enormous size ; but Huon succeeds in slaying it, as well as its young. 
He preserves a foot of the monster as a curiosity, and presents it on 
his return to King Louis of France (p. 583), and * by King Philip it 
was hanged in the holy chapel, whereas it is as yet' (p. 583). 

Accounts of this bird figure in Marco Polo's Travels, where it is 
called Gryphon ; in the story of Sindbad in the 77th Arabian Night 
(under the name of Rukh), and in the travels of Rabbi Benjamin of 
Tudela. *' Its story is identical," writes Colonel Yule, u with that of 
the Garuda of the Hindoos, the Simurgh of the old Persians, the 
'Angka of the Arabs, the Bar Yachre of the Rabbinical legends, the 
Gryps of the Greeks " (Yule's Marco Polo, ii. 349, 350). Its habitat 
has been referred to the China seas by early Eastern writers ; Marco 
Polo heard of it at Madagascar; the legends of Northern Siberia 
tell how it has visited their climes. Marco Polo describes it as an 
enormous eagle. Rabbi Benjamin of Tudela writes that when sailors 
were in danger of being lost at sea near China, they sewed themselves 
up in hides and awaited the griffin, who carried them to land, believ- 
ing them to be natural prey. According to the story of Duke Ernest 
of Bavaria the duke was wrecked like Huon, on the rock of Adamant, 
but escaped with his life ; the dead bodies of most of his companions 
were carried off by the griffin ; and they themselves were whisked 
alive through the air by the bird to a rock, whence like Huon they 
travel down a river in the heart of a mountain. There is a Persian 
drawing engraved in Lano's Arabian Nights, of the Rukh or Gryphon 
carrying through the air three elephants, one in its beak, and two in 
its claws. Naturalists believe the bird to be an autediluvian member 
of the ostrich family, identical with the fossil bird iEpyorius. A 
fossil egg of the species, capable of holding nearly 2\ gallons of 
water, is in the British Museum. 
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To Colonel Yule's list of ftmndervflgels may be added the Eorosh of the 
Zend ; the Kargas of the Turks ; the Kirni of the Japanese ; and the sacred 
Dragon of the Chinese. — The device which Benjamin of Tudela describes 
sailors as adopting when in danger of being shipwrecked — sewiug themselves 
in skins and awaiting the Griffin, who carried them to land, believing them to 
be his natural prey — occurs in several Arabian tales, where it is generally 
practised by magicians on young lads whom they have seduced from home ; 
the object being to obtain precious stones from the top of the mountain where 
the Kukh carries them, after which the magicians leave their victims to their 
fate, which however alwayB proves a happy one. 



This horn was made by four fairies in the isle of Cephallonia ; 
one (Gloriande) endowed it with the power of curing by its blast all 
manner of sickness ; a second (Translyne) with the power of satis- 
fying hunger and thirst; a third (Margale) with the power 'that 
whosoever heard this horn, though he were never so poor and feeble 
by sickness, he should have such joy in his heart that he should 
sing and dance ' ; a fourth fairy (Lerapatrix) gave the horn the gift 
of forcing him who heard it to come at the pleasure of him who blew 
it (p. 66). When this ' rich horn of ivory ' is bestowed by Oberon 
on Huon, its only virtue mentioned is that it brings a hundred 
thousand men to the aid of him who blows it, if — and the condition 
is all-important — there is genuine need of help (pp. 77, 78). 

Musical instruments having the same property as that with which the 
third fairy endowed the horn of Oberon, viz. of making every one who heard 
it to dance, nolens volens, are common to the folk-tales of all Europe. For 
examples, the magic pipe in our old English tale of The Friar and the Boy, 
and the violin in its German counterpart (in Grimm), Das Jude im Dom, and 
the harp in the Icelandic Herauds ok Boxi Saga ; and akin to these is the 
pipe of the Piper of Hamelin, which not only drew all the rats into the Weser 
but drew all the children into a mountain. In the Icelandic saga, which, 
according to Mr. Baring-Gould, rests on a mythological foundation, a harp 
occurs which belongs to one Sigurd. * Bosi slays Sigurd, puts on bis skin and 
clothes, and taking the harp goes in this disguise to the banquet-hall of King 
Godmuud, where his true love is about to be married to another man. He 
plays the harp, and the knives and plates, the tables and stools, then the 
guests, and lastly the monarch himself are set to dancing. He keeps them 
capering till they are too exhausted to move a limb, then he casts the bride 
over his shoulder and makes off.' 1 In Croker's collection of Irish Fair}' 
Legends one Maurice Counor is said to have been able by playing a certain 
tune on his bagpipes, to make old and young, lame and lazy, " up and fut it," 
till they fell down from sheer exhaustion. — The fourth virtue of Oberon's 
horn, that of bringing a hundred thousand men to the aid of him who blows 
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it, is also found in the horn that drew crowds which wan presented by the 
little man in red to one of three soldiers journeying together, according to the 
German story of ' The Nose * (in Grimm) ; and also in the bagpipe of the 
young hero of a Slav tale in M. Dozon's French collection (No. 2), which 
when played upon calls up any number of armed soldiers 

JUDAS ISCARIOT. 

In the perilous gulf or whirlpool near hell, Huon finds Judas 
floating about on a piece of canvas. This canvas (Judas says) he 
once gave away to a poor man for God's sake, a gift of charity unique 
in his career; and God afterwards restored it to him as a reward 
for his virtuous act, to protect him from the wind on his right side. 
Tormented to death, he cannot die (pp. 363, 369). The story finds 
a parallel in the Irish legend of St. Brendan, who met Judas on an 
iceberg in the Northern Sea, and learnt that he was allowed to leave 
the sinner's burning lake every Christmas night to cool himself 
in the snow, because he had once given his cloak to a leper. This 
story is the subject of one of Mr. Matthew Arnold's best known 
poems (see Mr. Thomas Olden's notice of St. Brendan in the Diet. 
Nat. Biog.). 

A MAN TRANSFORMED INTO A SEA BEAST. 

Oberon's messenger Malabron, who carries Huon on his back 
through the sea (p. Ill), and resembles a bear, was a handsome 
man, whom Oberon punished for disobedience by transforming him 
into a boast of the sea for thirty years. When Huon makes the 
sign of the Cross, the skin of the beast temporarily falls off, and 
reveals as fair a man as could be seen. 

MECHANICAL CONTRIVANCES. 

Two men of brass 1 without ceasing beat with their flails * before 
the gate of Dunother, the residence of the giant Angolaffer, so that 
none can enter it alive. On opening a wicket, however, from 
within, a wind rushes forth and sets the men at rest (pp. 98, 99). 

PRECIOUS STONES. 

Of the stones gathered by Huon in the underground river, one 
preserves its bearer from poison or treason, another from fire and 
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sword, a third from all discomfort and old age, a fourth cures 
hlindness, and a fifth renders its owner invisible (pp. 454 — 7). 

Magic gems play important parts in innumerable tales. They are fre- 
quently obtained from grateful serpents. Thus, in an Albanian tale (No. 9 
of M. Dozon's French collection), a youth having saved the life of a serpent 
receives as a reward from its father a wishing-stone, by means of which, a la 
Aladdin, he has a magnificent palace erected and gets a beautiful princess for 
his bride. — In the Jatakas, or Buddhist Birth-Stories, we read of a gem which, 
when put in the mouth, enabled one to rise into the air and go wherever he 
wished. — In the Persian romance which recounts the imaginary adventures of 
Hatim Tal, the hero slays a dragon and takes out of the monster's head a 
pearl which restored sight to the blind ; cured the bite of a snake ; endeared 
its possessor alike to friend and foe ; secured victory in battle ; conferred pro- 
found wisdom and boundless wealth ; and rendered all creatures obedient to 
his commands. — The notion of dragons or serpents having gems in their heads 
(as well as being guardians of hidden treasure), still prevalent in the East, 
seems to be a relic of serpent-worship, and recalls Shakspeare's 'toad, ugly 
and venomous,* Sec, A Kashmiri folk-tale relates how a 4 snake-woman ' was 
burnt for twenty-four hours in a furnace, and among her ashes was found a 
small round stone — the real essence of the * snake- woman,' and whatever one 
touched with it was turned to gold. The alchemists of old times were not 
aware of this ready process of obtaining the long-sought Philosopher's Stone : 
but, then, you must first catch your * snake- woman ' 1 

In the Ge$ta Roma nor um (ed. E. E. T. S., story of Quido) we read of a 
stone of three colours, obtained from a thankful serpent, * possessed of three 
virtues : bestowing evermore joy without heaviness ; abundance without fail ; 
and light without darkness.* The same story is told in Gower's Ct*nfes*io 
Amantis, B. v., but the stone which the grateful reptile gives the hero had 
the useful — but, from a moral point of view, rather questionable — property of 
always returning to his purse after having sold it — there, sure enough, was the 
stone again, along with the gold paid for it by the unlucky jeweller 1 — Needless 
it were to multiply examples. 



This animal guards the castle of tbe Adamant (p. 374). It is 
' higher than a great horse, with eyes redder than fire, with marvellous 
great talons and tail/ Sir Arnold, Huon's knight, flees on catching 
sight of it ; but Huon kills it after making the sign of the Cross, 
by thrusting a broad-headed spear down its throat when it opened its 
mouth to swallow him. Huon's own sword could not pierce its skin, 
which is harder than iron or steel (p. 381). 



When leaving Alexander's Rock, Huon is wafted in a richly- 
jewelled boat down tbe rock-confined river of Dyplayre (pp. 431 — 
440). After three days' journeying the rocks close above him and 
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form a dark passage, down which his ship is hurried at a great pace ; 
the air is bitterly culd, voices are heard cursing their ill-fortune in 
diverse languages. There is also thunderous noise of falling water. 
A tempest arises, and great hars of red-hot iron fall hissing in front 
of the ship. After three days the vessel runs aground on a gravel 
bank of precious stones. Launching his vessel once again he 
travels on in mid stream still underground, and on the eleventh day 
passes out of the darkness, and finds himself in the Sea of Persia. 
This underground river or perilous gulf, as it is also called, is stated 
to lie " between the Sea of Persia and the Great Sea-ocean." A 
similar journey is made by Sindbad and by llerzog Ernst (cp. Tasso's 
Genusalemme liberata^ xiv. 32 ff.). 



Galans forged three invincible swords, of which one called 
Durandel was owned by Roland ; the second was named Ccurtain ; 
and the third, rusty and old to outward appearance, was given Huon 
by Ivoryn (p. 182). 

Tbe hero of chivalric romance is usually provided with a most trenchant 
blade, which he ouly can wield, and a steed, like himself, high-spirited and of 
extraordinary endurance, that carries him through all dangers. In the Edda 
of Saeinund we are told that Wieland (or Velent) the Smith forged a sword of 
such sharpness that when he cleft his rival Emilius with it the blade seemed 
to the latter only like cold water running down bis body: ( Shake thyself/ 
said Wieland ; he did so, and fell in two halves, one on each side of the chair. 
And in the Gisli Saga it is related that the sword Gray-steel, which was forged 
by the Dwarfe, could bite whatever its blow fell upon — be it steel, or iron, or 
anything else. So, too, Arthur's famous blade, ( y-hote' Excaliber, could 
•kerve steel, yren, and al- thing.' 

In the Bedouin romance of Antar the poet-hero has an all-powerful sword 
called Dhami, which was made out of a thunderbolt, aud the skill and 
labour of the smith who forged it were but ill-requited ; for when he took it to 
his employer — not Antar, but an Arab chief — with just pride but little pru- 
dence, he exclaimed, * Sharp is the sword, 0 chief, but where is the smiter?* 
to which the chief replied, flourishing Dhami, 'As for the smiter — I am the 
smiter, 1 and, suiting the action to the word, he smote off the head of the 
unlucky artisan. When Dhami came, by mere accident, as it did, into the 
possession of the hero Antar, he plied it on the heads of his foes with such 
effect that many a time and oft he cleft a doughty knight and his horse each 
in two halves 1 

But the swords of romance had sometimes other wonderful qualities than 
that of carving steel and iron, or of cleaving man and horse. For instance, 
in the Kath4 Sarit Sdgava the hero Indivarasena receives from the goddess 
Durga a sword by the power of which he should not only conquer his enemies, 
but it would obtain for him whatever he desired ; and in another story (but 



8WORD& 




INDEX LOCORUM* 



811 



this often occurs in Indian fictions) the hero, in like manner, obtains a sword 
by means of which he could fly through the air. We mut»t not forget the 
sword which * the king of Araby and Inde 9 sent, according to Chaucer's 
Squire'* Tale, to the King of Tartary, that, like the spear of Telephus, could 
cure the wound it gave — a quality which seems to be amusingly distorted in a 
modem popular Norse story, in Sir George W. Dasent's Tales from the IJeld, 
where Master Tobacco receives from an old witch a sword, one edge of 
which was black, the other white ; and 4 if he smote with the black edge, 
everything fell dead, and if with the white edge, everything came to lifo 
again. 1 This sword, moreover, could become a knife and be carried in the 
pocket, and when drawn out it was a sword again. 



Florence's incestuous love for his daughter Tde is utterly inconsistent 
with his previous manly character, and a very clumsy interpolation by one 
of the continuators of the Romance. Nevertheless it has parallels both in 
Asiatic and in several European fictions. In No. xiii. of Pandit Natesa Sastri's 
Folk-Lore in Southern India (London : Triibner) a king wishes to marry his 
four daughters after the death of his wife, their mother, but by a clever device 
they not only save themselves from such an unnatural union, but bring their 
father to a due sense of the enormous crime he purposed committing. And 
in the German tale entitled, in Grimm, 4 Allcrleirauh,' and in one of our 
English translations, 4 Catskin ' ; in Perrault's 4 Peau d'Ane ' ; in the modern 
Greek story entitled, 'Xylomarie' (M. Legrand's French collectiou), and in 
other popular European tales, the heroine lias also to flee from the incestuous 
love of her father, — W. A. C. 



%* Mediaeval romances show as little regard for geography as 
for history, and IIuou's travels in the East baffle all detailed descrip- 
tion. The names of the places visited, although often hopelessly 
disguised by misspellings, are, however, rarely quite fictitious. The 
compiler of the romance obviously had access to some early book of 
Oriental travel, and thence derived his geographical nomenclature. 
I have tried to identify a few of the names below. If wo take 
Huon's journeys seriously, the first journey to the East may be 
described as taking him to Jerusalem : thence from Southern Syria 
he crosses the sea to the mouth of the Nile, whence he is carried to 
Cairo. On leaving Egypt he appears to visit some island of the 
Greek Archipelago, and thence to pass to the mainland of Asia Minor 
(Turkey in Asia), whence he returns to Brindisi. On his second 
journey to the East he finds himself near the Caspian Sea, whence 
be makes his way to Tabriz in Persia, and to Angora in Turkey in 
Asia. After a voyage in the Persian Gulf, he arrives at Antioch and 
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Damascus, and visits most of the known towns in Palestine. His 
third journey to Momur, Oberon's realm in India, is not described 
after he suffers shipwreck off an unnamed rock in the Mediterranean 
near Spain. Thence he is carried through the air by fairies to Momur, 
a shadowy kingdom of India. 



Abylante, desert of, 478. [A lake 
in Anatolia, Turkey in Asia, 
is now named Abullionte or 
Abullonia, and is similarly 
situated in relation to Angora 
(q, v.) as the Abylante of the 
romance.] 

Acre, 62, 519 (besieged by Per- 
sians), 522. 

Adamant, castle of, 370. 

Affryke, Aufrike, 2; sea of, 
663. 

Albaney, 72. 

Alexander's rock, 427. 

Almayn, Almayne, 279, Germany. 

Anfalerne, a seaport, 161. 

Anfamie, a Saracen kingdom, 357. 

Angore, 472, Angora (Enguri) in 
Anatolia, Turkey in Asia. 

Antioch, 497. 

Antiopheney, a Saracen kingdom, 
512. 

Aquytanie, 18, Aquitaine. 

Armanye, Ermyne, 489, 498, Ar- 
menia: part is called 'low,' 
and part ' high/ 498. 

Arogone, 313, Aragon. 

Arrabey, 519, Arabia. 

Austrych, 277, Austria. 

Babylon, city of, 49, 50, 61, 83, 
1 1 3, 1 30, Cairo. [All mediaeval 



travellers speak of Cairo as 
'Babylon in Egypt' (Bambel- 
loina (TEgilio, Marco Polo). 
Cairo is mentioned under this 
name by Diodorns, quoting 
Ctesias, by Strabo and by Pto- 
lemy. Babul, close to Old 
Cairo, still preserves the old 
name of the city; cp. Yule's 
Marco Polo, i. 23.] 

Barbaryc, 310, 519, 663, Barbary. 

Barselone, 624, Barcelona. 

Basyle, 702, Basle. 

Bauier, 2, Bavaria. 

Beauland, 668, pern. Beaulieu. 

Belmaryn, 741. 

Berry, 281. 

Blay, Blaye, castle of, 275 ; town 
of, 578. 

Borgoyn, 316, 399, Bourgogne. 

Bougye, 310, a town in Barbary. 

Bouillon, 59, Boulogne. 

Boulgnant, 603, a realm of Oberon 
handed to King Arthur : prob- 
ably identical with Bolgara or 



/ — o 

/ ^ of Upper Bulgaria, which Arab 
writers regarded as the northern- 
most limit of the habitable 
world ; cp. Yule's Marco Polo, 
i. 4—6. 



Bolghar on the Wolga, a town 
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Brandys, a sea-port, 54, 55, 233, 

Brindisi. 
Burdeux, 5, 7, et pass. Bordeaux. 
Calaber, 7 43, Calabria. 
Caluery, 59, Mount Calvary. 
Candy island, 663, Candia. 
Caspys, sea of, 472, the Caspian. 
Cecyll, Cesyll, 663, Sicily. 
Chafalene, an island, 66 ; 'the 

priuey isle/ 72 — 3, Cephalonia. 
Chalons, 252. 
Champagne, 52. 
Cluny, 52; battle near, 531. 
Colanders, a city of Armenia, 

489—496. 
Coleyn, 284, Cologne. 
Constantyne the noble, 466, Con- 
stantinople. 
Corse, isle, 663, Corsica. 
Courtois, 676. 
Cret, isle of, 213, Crete. 
Damas, 497, Damascus. 
Damiet, Damyet, 130, 155, 161, 

Damietta. 
Dolphenny [Dolphinne, 1601 ed.], 

316; Daupheney, 741, Dau- 

phine". 
Dorbrey, 507. 
Dunother, tower of, 96. 
Dyplayre, river, 439 [brings Huon 

to Tauris in Persia], 
Egypt, 73, etc. 
Englond, 607, England. 
Ermyne, see Armanye. 
Escalence, 100, 501, Escalon. 
Eufratcs, flood of, 478, Euphrates. 



Flanders, 252. 

Florencoll, 760. 

France, 3, et pass. 

Gasere, 445, 501, Gaza. 

Geanes, 445, prob. Geaune in 

Landes, France. 
Gerone, a town near Bordeaux, 

15. 

Geronnill, 62 ; Geronell, 578. 
Gerounde, province, 406,Gironde. 
Gerounde river, 356, Garonne. 
Grenade, 741, Granada. 
Hell, gulf of, 362. 
Hungary, 607. 

Jaffe, 58, 497, 500, Jaffa or Joppe, 

Palestine. 
Juliet, castle of, 519. [There is 

an island Jaffatine in Bed Sea.] 
Jene, 519. 
Jerusalem, 59, 500. 
Lombardy, 702. 

Luysarne, city in Spain, 415; 

1 Luscrna, Italy. 
Lyon 'on the river Bone/ 403, 

Lyons. 
Lysbone, 416, Lisbon. 
Magence, Maience, 278, 531 , May- 

ence. 

Marrocke 'stratis/ 415. 
Marseyle, Marsile, seaport, 528, 

Marseilles. 
Mascon, 403, 500. 
Mauryse, abbey at, 219. 
Mede, 457, Media. 
Mesque, 129. 
Mombraunte, 131. 
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Momur, capital of f airland, a 
realm of India, 74, 604. 

Monglew, ' the which is called 
Lyon/ 403. 

Montleheny, 14, 18. 

Mountaubon, 472, Montauban. 

Myllayne, 420, Milan. 

Napelous, 499, Nablous. 

Naplese, 61, Naples. 

Nasareth, 519, Nazareth. 

Navarre, 633. 

Nile, river, 112, 116, 130, 155. 
Noisaunt, Noysaunt, an island 

near the gulf of hell, 168. 
Noremberge, 294, Nuremberg. 
Nyse, 741, Nice. 
Olyfarne, 511. 
Orcaney, 511. 
Orleance, 14, Orleans. 
Paris, 2, et pass. 
Pauey, 33, Pa via. 
Perce, Perse, 443, 451, 497; gulf 

of, 449, Persia. 
Portyngale, 415, Portugal. 
Puylle, 740, Apulia. 
Pyemont, 741, Piedmont. 
Raines, plains of, 507. 
Rame, Ranes, a city in Palestine, 

500, 507, Ramah. 
Red Sea, 111. 

Roddes, the coast of, 213, Rhodes. 
Romayne, 741, Romagna. 
Rome, 2, et pass. 
Rone, river, 316, Rhone. 
Rousillon, 530. 
Rownceuall, 2, Roncesvalles. 



St. Giles, 741. 
St. Omer, 209. 

Sathab, gulfe of, 528. [In Sir 
John Mandeville's Travels (ed. 
1839, p. 26), a city of this 
name (otherwise Catala, So- 
talia, Cataillie, etc.) is described 
as lying somewhere between 
Rhodes and Cyprus.] 

Saxoney, 2. 

Sayre, 518, prob. Tyre (Soor). 
Sclauoney, 1, Sclavonia, 
Spayne, 1, et pass. 
Strabourge, 278, Strasburg. 
Surrey, 100, Syria. 
Taragon, 624, Tarragona. 
Tarascon, 668. 

Thauris in Perce, 443. [In medi- 
aeval book 8 of travels this is 
the name given to Tabriz, the 
chief city of Adherbaijaz, a 
Persian province on the Cas- 
pian. Marco Polo gives a full 
description of it, i. 70 — 4.] 

Thesalye, 265, Thes=aly. 

Tortouse, 313, prob. Tortosa [in 
Roland, 916, ' Turteluse ']. 

Tournous, 530. 

Tours, a seaport, 611. 

Troye, siege of, 412. 

Troyes, 52. 

Trypoley, 310, Tripoli. 
Valence the great, 624. 
Vergier, 530. 

Vyene, Viene, 276, Vienna. 
Ynde, 489, India. 
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%* The editorial introduction and appendix are indexed here as 
well as the text of the romance. A few notes are inserted on one or 
two characters ; see, for example, Naimes. 

Abbot op Cluny, t». Clunt. 
Abbot op Mauryse, v. Mauryse. 

Aclis, Duchess of Burdeux, and Huon's mother, 56 ; sister of the 
Pope, 54, and of Garyn, 56; receives Charlemagne's messengers, 
7; sends her sons to Paris, 11; learns Huon's ill-fortune, 52; 
dies, 53, 210. 

Agrapart, a giant, laments the death of his brother Angolafer, 1 40 ; 

insults Gaudys at Babylon, 141 ; is challenged by Huon, 147, 

and defeated, 148; becomes Gaudys's man, 150. 
Albaney, duke of, 265. 
Alberic, a German fairy, xxx. 

Aleaume or Alelmus, xxxiv, another name for Gerames (q. v.). 
Alexander the Great, vii ; son of Neptanabus, 73 ; his picture 

in castle of Adamant, 412; a rock called after him, 427; spoke 

with trees of the sun and moon, 427. 
Almayne, Emperor of, v. Thierry. 

Amaury, Earl, longs for Huon's land, 5; proposes to take it for 
Chariot, ib. ; reproved by Charlemagne, 12; plots against Huon, 
13 ; in ambush, 19 \ bears Chariot's body to Charlemagne, 18, 31 ; 
charges Huon with Chariot's murder, 33 ; lies to the Emperor, 35 ; 
challenges Huon, 35 ; swears that Huon lies, 40 ; fights, 42, and is 
slain, 44. 

Amphage, a horse, saves Barnard in battle, 396. 
Amphamie, king of, Esclaramonde's brother, 403. 
Angelars, Huon's vassal, slain, 275. 

Angolaffer, Galaffer, Galafre, giant of Dunother, 96 ; of terrible 
aspect, 102-3 ; threatens Huon, 103 ; his magic armour, 105 ; fights, 
and is slain by Huon, 108-9 ; pagans pay him tribute, 129. 

Angore, admiral of, 472 ; visits Huon, 473, and is slain, 476. 

Antonius, Marcus, husband of Cleopatre, 411. 

Aragon, king of, v. Garyn. 

CHARL. ROM. XII. 3 G 
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Arnold, Sir, climbs the Adamant rock, 373; rouses the serpent, 
374 ; killed by Saracens, 377. 

Arthur, King (of Brittany), vii ; Sir Thomas Malory's Morte 
£ Arthur, xlviii ; wants to succeed Oberon in throne of fairyland, 
599 ; comes to Oberon 's palace, 601 ; refuses for a time to ac- 
knowledge Huon as king of fairyland, 602; is given by Huon 
Boulgnant and sway over fairies of Tartary, 603 ; attends Oberon's 
funeral, 606. 

Arthur of Littls Britain, Lord Bcrners' romance of, xlvil 

Ascham, Eooer, quoted, xlviii. 

Asprbmont, a chanson de geste, xiii. 

Auberon, v. Oberon. 

Aude, La Belle, sister of Oliver, xii. 

Aymon, Four Sons of, a romance, xix, xx, xxiii, xlvii. 

Balaach, 500, v. Trampotngnyfle. 

Balan, a chanson de geste, xiii. 

Barnard, Huon's faithful knight, 338 ; receives a horse from Huon, 
356 ; supports Gerames in a night-sortie at siege of Bordeaux, 
393 ; alone survives, 396 ; entrusted by Esclaramonde with care of 
Clariet, 399; rides to Cluny, 402; announces fall of Bordeaux 
to abbot of Cluny, 404 ; seeks Huon, 445 ; at Tauris, 446 ; meets 
Huon without recognizing him for a time, 447-50; sees the 
value of Huon's precious stones, 453 ; finds a stone that makes 
its holder invisible, 454 ; with Huon against Angore, 475, and 
Colanders, 489, and the Saracens, 504 ; at Marseilles, 545, and 
Cluny, 557, aud Mayenco, 558 ; guards Clariet at Cluny, 607 ; is 
drowned by traitor Brohart, 611 ; his body found in Garonne, 
617 ; is buried at Cluny, 618. 

Baddouyn (Baldwin), son of Ogier, slain by Chariot, 4. [This 
story is told at length in the chanson of Ogier le DanoU % and in 
some detail in the original poem of Huon, 98 — 193.] 

Baudoyn, brother of Godfrey of Bouillon, buried at Calvary, 59. 

Belmaryn, king of, besieges Nice, 741 ; killed by Croissant, 
750. 

Benet, St., patron of Cluny, 574. 

Berners, Lord, translates Uuon, xxxix; his history, xl; his 
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translations, xlii ; end of life, xlv ; undertakes ITuon, liv ; his 
Euphuism and knowledge of Guevara, 785 ; his work on Calais, 
789. 

Berts au grand p/jsd, a chanson de geste, xiii. 

Bertrand, son of Naymes, slain by Ogier, 33. [The story is in 

Ogier le Danois.] 
Blanohardin, Sorbryn's horse, 184 ; seized by Huon, 187. 
Bourgoynb, king of, aids abbot of Cluny, 530. 
Bowks, Thomas, quoted, 790. 

Brohart, a traitor, seeks to marry Clariet, 608 ; gets her and Barnard 
into a boat, 610; kills Barnard, 611 ; is wrecked and killed by 
thieves, 614 ; his kindred flung into Garonne, 618. 

Bryan, Sir Francis, and Berners' literary work, 788. 

Burdeloys, people of Burdeux, fight valiantly, 319. 

Burdeux, bishop of, 419, v. Lisbon, bishop of. 

GfiSAR, Julius, Oberon's father, 72, 265, 411 ; builds tower of 
Dunother, 96, and castle of Adamant, 411; vanquishes Pompey 
and Ptolemy of Egypt, ib. ; attacked at Adamont by three 
Egyptian kings, ib. ; slain at Rome, 412. 

Cain, Cayme, confined in oaken tun, 484 ; begs Huon to release him, 
485; tries to trick Huon, 486; is abandoned, 487. 

Calaber, king of, visits Nice, 743 ; fights at siege, 747. 

Carahew, King, at Oberon's death and funeral, 605-6. 

Chalons, earl of, 252. 

Charlemagne, romances about him, viii ; their growth in France, ix ; 
in Iceland, xi ; head of a family of romance heroes, xiv ; English 
romance about, xviii, xix ; English play about, xxiii; reigns in 
France, 1, 756 ; defeated at Roncesvalles, 2 ; desires lords to 
choose successor, 3 ; sends for Huon and Gerard, 7 ; hears Huon's 
complaint and promises redress, 27 ; grieves over Chariot's corpse, 
32 ; rages at Huon, 33 ; proclaims duel between Huon and 
Amaury, 40 ; banishes Huon, 48 ; sends him on mission to Baby- 
lon, 49 ; receives Gerard and Gybouars, traitors, 235 ; accepts 
Huon's treasure from their hands, ib. ; deceived as to Huon's 
mission and return by Gerard, 237 ; resolves to examine Huon 
at Bordeaux, 241 ; makes good cheer at Bordeaux, 242 ; threatens 

3 0 2 
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Huon, 249 ; orders peers to try Huon, 250 ; condemns him, 255 ; 
reproaches Naymes, ib. ; suddenly sees Oberon approach, 259 ; 
is charged by Oberon with terrible sin, 260; receives from Huon 
relics of mission, 266 ; pardons Huon, ib. ; leaves Bordeaux, 268 ; 
dies, 388. 
Ciiarles the Bald, xxviii, xxix. 

Chariot, his historical prototype Charles the Raid's son, xxix ; in 
Ogier le Daunts, xxix ; Charlemagne's elder son, 4 ; plots against 
Huon with Amaury, 13 ; advances against Huon and Gerard, 19 ; 
attacks Gerard, 20; challenged by Huon, 23; slain, 24, 388; 
brought before Charlemagne, 32. 

Clare, St, 313. 

Clartet, Clartet, Huon's and Esclaramonde's daughter, born, 313 ; 
christened, 314; entrusted to Barnard's care, 399; taken to 
abbot of Cluny, 403 ; visited by Huon disguised, 548 ; is richly 
dowered by Huon, 581 ; has kings for suitors, 607 ; is kidnapped 
by traitor Brohart, 608 ; resists him, 610; on a desert island and 
with thieves, 613-14; rescued by Saracen king of Grenade, 619; 
declines to marry him, 620; saved by Sir Peter of Aragon, and 
taken to Tarragona, 624; meets Florence, who loves her, 625; 
disguises her history, 626 ; is hated by Florence's father, king of 
Aragon, 630; is to be drowned by his orders, 631 ; saved by Sir 
Peter, 640 ; imprisoned in same tower as Florence, 652 ; escapes, 
653 ; joins Florence in forest, ib. ; flics with Florence, and taken 
by Sorbare, 666 ; brought back to Courtois by Huon, 685 ; marries 
Florence, 686 ; has a child Ide, 690, and dies, 691. 

Clarimodes, fair}' boatman, 597. 

Clarisse, another name of Clariet (q. r.), xxxiv ; chanson about, ib. 

Cleopatre, sister of Julius Caesar, married Marcus Antonius, 411. 

Clcnt, abbot of, acccompanies Huon to Paris, 18 — 26 ; charges 
Amaury with lying, 36; bids Huon accept Amaury's challenge, 
37 ; goes with Huon to Cluny, 51-2 ; receives infant Clariet, 
403 ; prepares attack on messenger of German Emperor, 530 ; 
welcomes Huon's return, 549 ; is one hundred and fourteen years 
old, 552 ; eats Huon's apple of youth and becomes a man of 
thirty, 554 ; attacks German Emperor in error with 20,000 men, 
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576; entertains Emperor, 577; guardian of Clariet, 607; calls 

her suitors together at Blaye, 616. 
Cologne, provost of, leads burghers to battle for Emperor, 299; 

attacks Huon after truce, 804 ; begs pardon of Huon, 306. 
Constantyne, Emperor, nominated the patriarch of Jerusalem, 500. 
Court ay n, a sword, 182. 

Crassyn Polynger, bearer of Gorman Emperor's banner, killed by 
Huon, 297. 

Croissant, son of Olive and Ide, born, 730; regent of Emperor 
Ide, 733; reigns alone, 737 ; charitable, 738; flees from Home, 
739 ; at Nice, 741 ; welcomed by Earl Remon, 742 ; excels at the 
quintain, 744 ; attacks Saracen besiegers of Nice, 746-8 ; is to 
marry Remon's daughter, 745, 753; is attacked by Reraon's son, 
754 ; kills the son, 755 ; flees from Nice, 758 ; reaches Florence, 
760; falls among thieves, 761 ; kills them, 763; at Rome, 765; 
lives in retirement there, 766 ; no one aids him, 767 ; sees mira- 
culous treasure in old palace, 771 ; picks up three besants and gives 
them to Emperor Guy mart, 775 ; marries Guymart's daughter, 
778 ; seizes Oberon's treasure in old palace, 780. 

Denis, St., 27, 28. 

Doon de Maience, the head of a family of romance heroes, xiv n. 
Dorbrye, Dorbrey, a giant, admiral of, lights against Huon, 507 ; 
is slain, 510-11. 

Durendal, Roland's sword, xii, 182. [Sea Chanson de Roland, 

1. 926, and M. Leon Gau tier's note in his edition, pp. 90-1.] 
Elinas, a Saracen captain, converted, 422. 
Emery, Sir, knight of abbot of Cluny, 545. 
Emperor. See Charlemagne, Otho, and Thierry. 
England, king of, Clariet's suitor, 607 ; chanson about, xxxiv. 
Ernst von Baiern, romance of, 797. 

Esclaramonde (Huon's wife), daughter of Gaudys of Babylon, 50, 
119; thrice kissed by Huon, 120; grieves for Huon in prison, 
125; visits him and confesses her love, ib. ; grows angry on 
being told she is a Saracen, 126 ; keeps Huon without food, ib. ; 
consents to turn Christian, 127; plans Huon's escape, 128; tells 
Gerames all, 133; plots her father's death, 139; arranges for 
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Huon to fight Agrapart, 143 ; is converted, 154 ; goes with Huon 
to Home, 155; yields to temptation, 156; shipwrecked, 157; 

. threatened by pirates in her father's service, 158 ; pleads for 
Huon, 159 ; is carried off to sea, 161 ; freed by Galaffer, 162 ; is 
loved by liim, ib. ; begs to be delivered to Ivoryn, 183 ; visited 
by Gerames, 193 ; swears loyalty to Huon, whom she thinks dead, 
194 ; desires to enter a convent, 195 ; meets Huon at Anfalerne, 
200 ; leaves for France, 213 ; comforts Garyn's widow, 215 ; bap- 
tized by Pope at Eome, 217 ; married to Huon, ib. ; fears for 
Huon, 227 ; her horse stumbles, ib. ; bound to a horse by Gerard, 
231 ; in prison at Bordeaux, 232 ; before Charlemagne, 243 ; 
bewails Huon's fate, 253 ; visited by three pilgrims at Bordeaux, 
275 ; entreats Huon to stay, 280 ; with child, 281 ; loved by Ravall, 
283 ; hears from Huon of his adventures, 307 ; bids Huon get aid 
from her brother Salybraunt, 310, 324, 349 ; gives birth to Clariet, 
312 ; urges Huon to go to the East, 353 ; grieves for Huon, 387, 
and for Gerames' death, 397 ; is afraid, 399 ; bids Barnard take 
Clariet to Cluny, ib. ; begs mercy of Thierry, 400 ; is promised 
life, 401 ; imprisoned at Mayence, 406 ; appears in vision to 
Huon, 520; led to stake, 532; saved by Oberon, 538; treated 
well by Emperor, 543 ; meets Huon, 570 ; goes with him to 
Cluny and Bordeaux, 572; in fairyland, 597; crowned queen 
there, 601 ; with Huon at Courtois, 682. 

Ferumbras (Sir), an English romance, xviii n. 

Fier arras, a romance, xiii, xviii n., xix. 

Flanders, earl of, 252. 

Florence or Florent, chanson about, xxxiv ; son of king of Aragon, 
Clariet's suitor, 607, 616; meets Clariet at Tarragon, 626; does 
not know who she is, 627 ; wants to marry her, 628 ; offends his 
father, 630 ; will not fight Navarre unless he marry Clariet, 633 ; 
leaves for battle on receiving promise, 636; captures king of 
Navarre, 644 ; is told by his father that Clariet is drowned, 645 ; 
invites his prisoners to avenge Clariet and kill his father, C47 ; 
is imprisoned by his father, 650 ; meets Clariet in prison, 652 ; 
escapes with her, 656; to Africa, 663; attacked by Saracens, 
665; delivered to Sorbare, a secret Christian, 666; at Courtois 
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with Claiiet, 684 ; marries Clariet, 686 ; becomes king of Aragon, 
690 ; loses wife, 691 ; loves his own daughter Lie, 692 ; angry at 
her escape, 701 ; sends for Ide, 731 ; resigns his rule, 737. 

Florimont op Albany, 72 ; son of duke of Albany, 265. 

Froissart, translated by Lord Berners, xliii 

Galapper, admiral of Anfaleme, 161 ; frees Esclaramonde from 
pirates, 162 ; loves her, ib. ; will not deliver her to Ivoryn, 164 ; 
threatens Ivoryn, 165; sees Ivoryn's army upon him, 183; de- 
plores death of his nephew Sorbryn, 187 ; retires before Ivoryn and 
Huon, 188 ; receives Gerames kindly, 192 ; tells them of Esclara- 
monde, and of Ivoryn, 193; learns history of Huon, 201 ; 
submits to Ivoryn, 202 ; aided by Ivoryn against Huon, 203 ; 
encourages Ivoryn, 207 ; angry at Huon's flight, 213 ; enters 
Anfalerne, 214. 

G Alans, forger of swords, 182. 

Galbran, cousin of Duke Raoull, slain by Huon, 290. 
Gallerancb, a knight of Huon, 323. 
Ganelon, traitor of Bonces valles, xxii, 3. 
Gareyn, 217 ; the baptismal name of Mouflet (q. v.). 
Oarin de Monglainb, the head of a family of romance heroes, 
xiv n. 

Garyn, Guaryn of St. Omer, brother of the Pope, 54, 55 ; receives 
Huon, 56 ; accompanies him, 58-9 ; killed in fight with Saracens 
at Anfalerne, 206 ; his wife told by Huon of his death, 214. 

Garyn, Guaryn, king of Aragon, 666 ; will not consent to marriage 
of Florence and Clariet, 630 ; orders her to be drowned, 631 ; 
deceives Florence, ib. ; imprisons Clariet, 640, and Florence, 650 ; 
will not pardon the watchman who releases them, 658 ; attacked 
by king of Navarre, 661 ; besieged by Navarre at Courtois, 676 ; 
accepts Huon's intervention, 682 ; makes peace with Navarre, 
685 ; dies, 690. 

Gaudys, admiral of Babylon, 50, 64, 71, 668 ; gave ring to Ango- 
lafler, 106; hears Huon's horn, 118; orders his arrest, 120; sees 
ring and welcomes Huon, 120; refuses to turn Christian, 121 ; 
sends Huon to prison, 124 ; receives Gerames disguised, 131 ; 
insulted by giant Agrapart, 141 ; promises his daughter's hand to 
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any one who fights giant, 142 ; invites Huon, 144 ; receives Agra- 
part's homage, 150; will not turn Christian, 152; is delivered to 
Huon by Oheron, 153, and is slain by Huon, ib. 
Geffrey, a French knight in Macaire's service, 90 ; protects Huon, 
91 ; drives Macaire from his castle, 92; is given Tormont by 
Huon, 97. 

Gerames meets Huon, 60 ; his history, 61 ; directs Huon to Babylon, 
63-4 ; accompanies Huon, 65 ; warns Huon of Oberon, 67-9 ; fears 
Oberon's banquet, 75 ; buys food for Huou's supper at tournament, 
86 ; warns Huon of Macaire, 89 ; dissuades Huon from going to 
Dunotter, 97 ; remains with Huon's company at Dunotter after 
Huon leaves it, 110; waits for Huon's return, 129; sees a ship 
approach the shore, 129; kills the pagan sailors, 129; embarks 
with his companions in the ship to seek Huon, 130 ; arrives at 
Babylon, 130; enters the admiral's palace, 131; gives the name 
of Jeracle, Ivoryn's son, 132; pretends that his companions are 
his prisoners, 132; is told that Huon is dead, ib. ; learns the 
truth from Esclaramonde, 133; suspects her, ib. ; sends her com- 
panions to Huon's prison, 134; takes food to them, 136; allows 
Esclaramonde to visit Huon, 137 ; sees Huon daily, 138-9 ; keeps 
Huon's trophies in his side, 153 ; bids Huon obey Oberon, 155; 
is defied by Huon, 156 ; enters a little boat with his company and 
leaves Huon, ib. ; reaches Anfalerne, 191 ; is well received by 
Galaffer, 192 ; offers to aid him against Ivoryn, 193 ; visits Escla- 
ramonde, ib. ; arms for the fight, 197 ; is attacked by Huon, 198 ; 
throws him to the ground and recognizes him, 199 ; pretends to 
take Huon prisoner, in order to bring him to Esclaramonde, 199 ; 
brings Huon and his company to Anfalerne, 200 ; shut6 out the 
admiral and all his men, and kills all in the town, 200 ; fights 
with Huon before the castle against the Saracens, 206 ; recognizes 
his brother in Guyer of Bordeaux, 211 ; has been sixty years away 
from France, 212 ; leaves for France with Huon, 213 ; at Biandys, 
214 ; at Kome, 215 ; warns Huon against journeying too early, 
228 ; advises Huon to conciliate Gerard, 229 ; is robbed of the 
objects of Huon's mission by Gerard, 230 ; is allowed to live, 231 ; 
is brought into Bordeaux tied to a horse, ib. ; cast into prison. 
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232; before the Emperor at Bordeaux, 243; shows the wound 
made in his side by Gerard, 248 ; with Huon at Coleyn, 295 ; 
fights with vigour against the Germans, 299 ; promises to aid 
Huon against the German Emperor, 317 ; is taken prisoner, 321 ; 
is condemned to be hanged, 326; mounts the scaffold, but is 
released, 331 ; promises to protect Esclaramonde in Huon's ab- 
sence, 355 ; consoles Esclaramonde, 387 ; fights bravely, 389 ; 
advises a night attack, 392 ; leads the force, 394 ; is attacked 
fiercely by Savary, 395 ; is slain by the Emperor, 396. 

Gerard, Thierry's bastard son, slain by Huon, 347. 

Gerard, Gerarde, Gerardyn, Huon's brother, 5, 118; goes with 
Huon to Paris, 15 ; has an evil dream, 16 ; is attacked by Chariot, 
20 ; is wounded, 21 ; at Paris, 26 ; entrusted with Huon's lands 
in his absence, 51; gives Huon a Judas kiss, 52; petitions to 
be a peer of- France, 52 ; at Bordeaux, ib. ; marries a daughter 
of Gilbert of Cecyll, 53 ; grows wicked, 210 ; learns of Huon's 
return, 220 ; takes counsel with his father-in-law, 221 ; treacher- 
ously visits Huon at the abbey of Maury se, 223 ; desires Guyer's 
death, 226; urges Huon to set out for Bordeaux at cock-crow, 
227 ; complains that Huon's return makes him penniless, 228 ; 
asks for some land, 229 ; seizes the objects of Huon's mission, 
230; kills the abbot of Mauryse and seizes Huon's treasure, 233 ; 
sends a third part to Paris, 235 ; gives some of it to Charlemagne 
at Paris, and declares that he has imprisoned Huon because the 
mission has failed, 237 ; goes with Charlemagne to Bordeaux, 241 ; 
challenged by Huon, 248 ; forced by Oberon to confess all, 261-2 ; 
charges Gybouars with suggesting the plot, 263 ; is hanged, 265. 

Gerard of Kousillon, son of duke of Bourgogne, 530. [Hero of 
a popular chanson, Gerart de Bousillon, one of the peers of France. 
See Gaston Paris' translation of poem, 1884.] 

Gilbert, v. Gybouars. 

Girarde db Viane, a chanson quoted, xiv n, 

Gloriadas, a fairy living in Adamant castle, 412. 

Gloriande, Gloriant, Gloryaunt, a fairy, 65, 267, 278 ; intercedes 

. for Huon with Oberon, 70, 167 ; sent to save Esclaramonde, 537 ; 
delivers Oberon's message to Emperor of Germany, 540 ; receives 
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Huon at Momur, 598 ; sent by Huon to make peace between kings 

of Aragon and Navarro, 677. 
Godfrey op Bouillon, buried at Calvary, 59. 
Godin, chanson about (a son of Huon), xxxv. 
Godun, a German knight, proposes to slay Huon iu an ambush, 

294. 

Gonder, Christian provost of Tormont, 83 ; receives Huon, 84 ; tries 
to make peace between Huon and Macaire, 93 ; restores Huon's 
horn, 94. 

Grenade, Saracen king of, L, rescues Clariet and offers her marriage, 
619; ill-treats her, 620; is killed at Tours by Sir Peter of 
Aragon, 623. 

Grenade, Saracen king of, II., besieges Nice, 740 ; killed by 

Croissant, 749. 
Gu alter, a peer of France, urges Huon's death, 251. 
Guartn. See Garyn. 

Guevara, Antonio db, the Spanish author, 786, 788. 
Guitalin, a chanson de geste, xiii 
Guy db Bourgognr, a chanson de geste, xiil 
Guy of Wa&wickr, a romance, xlvii 

Guychard, Huon's companion, 54, 55 ; refuses to leave him, 59. 

Guyer, Guyre, provost of Bordeaux, 15, 62 ; pilgrim to Holy Sepul- 
chre, 209 ; a hundred years old, 209 ; tells Huon of his family, 
210; Gerames' brother, 211; with Huon at Rome, 215; at 
Bordeaux, 218; hated by Gerard, 226. 

Goymart of Puylle (Apulia), becomes Emperor of Home in Crois- 
sant's absence, 740 ; learns of Croissant's return, 768 ; takes food 
to Croissant, 770 ; sees treasure at the old palace, 771 ; is bidden 
to distribute three besants to poor, 772-3; restores crown to 
Croissant and dies, 775, 782. 

Guynemer, earl of St. Omer, 100. 

Gwyn-Araun, a Welsh fairy, xxx. 

Gybouars, 219 ; Gylberde, duke of Cecyll [Sicily], a traitor, 53 ; 
promises to outwit Huon, 221 ; lays ambush for Huon, 223 ; binds 
Huon, 229 ; kills abbot of Mauryse, 233 ; seizes Huon's treasure, 
234; makes his cousin abbot of Mauryse, ib.; with Gerard at 
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Paris, 235 ; confirms Gerard's lies, 239 ; proved guilty by Gerard's 

confession, 263 ; is hanged, 265. 
Gyrard. See Gerard. 
Habourby, Huon's messenger, 342-3. 
Harry op St. Omer, a peer of France, 251. 

Hastings, Lord George, earl of Huntingdon, encourages Lord Bernere 

to translate Huon, liv. 
Helyr. See Sebylle. 

Henry VIII., patron of Lord Berners, xli, xlii. 
Hildebert, a German duke, protects Esclaramonde, 533. 
Hungary, king of, Clariet's suitor, 607. 

Huon op Bordeaux, son of Sevin and Aclis (q. v.), chanson de geste 
about, xxiv ; historical foundation for his story, xxviii ; growth of 
romance, xxxii ; its supplements, xxxiii ; printed in French prose, 
xxxvii; French play about, xxxviii; first English translation, 
xxxix ; its popularity, xlviii, xlix ; English play of, xlix ; biblio- 
graphy of Lord Berners' romance about, liii, 791 ; — owns Bordeaux, 
but does no homage to the Emperor, 5 ; summoned to Paris, 5 ; 
starts for Paris, 15 ; comes upon Chariot, 19 ; sees Gerard fall, 
20 ; challenges Chariot, 23 ; kills Chariot, 24 ; sets Gerard on 
Chariot's horse, 24 ; goes to the Emperor's court, 25 ; tells of 
Chariot's treachery, 26 — 30 ; defends himself fromAmaury's charge 
of murder, 34 ; accepts Amaury's challenge, 37 ; swears on relics 
before fighting, 39 ; fights and slays Amaury, 42-4 ; is sentenced 
to banishment by Charlemagne, 45 ; complains of this injustice, 
46 ; is ordered to go on a perilous mission to Babylon, 49 ; sets 
out on his journey, 51 ; arrives at Borne, 54 ; at Brandys, 56 ; is 
joined there by Garyn, 58 ; visite Jerusalem and Calvary, 59 ; 
meets Gerames, 60 ; sees Oberon, 65 ; refuses to speak to him, 67 ; 
runs from him, 69 ; marvels at his beauty, 71 ; speaks to him, 72 ; 
receives of Oberon a rich banquet, 74-5 ; drinks of Oberon's magic 
cup, 77 ; is given the cup and the ivory horn, 77 ; mistrusts their 
magic power, 79 ; blows the horn recklessly, 80 ; is cursed and 
forgiven by Oberon, 81 ; at Tormont, 82 ; lodges with the provost, 
84 ; gives a great supper to 4000 poor men, 84-6 ; his cup works 
a miracle, 86 ; invites Macaire to supper, 88 ; goes with Macaire to 
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his castle, 90 ; is saved from Macaire's murderous plot, 90-1 ; is 
besieged by Macaire, 92-3 ; sounds his horn, 94 ; kills Macaire, 
95 ; is aided by Oberon, 95 ; leaves Tormont, 97 ; approaches 
the tower of Dunother, 98 ; rouses the giant, 103 ; tells him his 
history, 104 ; dons the giant's magic armour, 106 ; fights with 
the giant, 108; kills him and takes his tower, 109; leaves his 
company there, 110; carried by Malabron up the Nile, 112; 
reaches Babylon, 113; tells a lie, 114; reaches the admiral's 
garden, 116; blows his horn, 118; kills a paynim king, 120; 
shows Gaudys a ring, ib. ; is well received and thrice kisses 
Esclaramonde, ib. ; informs Gaudys of his mission, 122; fights 
with his men, ib. ; kills his nephew, 123; is seized, ib. ; is sent 
to prison, 124; is visited by Esclaramonde, 126; reproaches her 
with being a Saracen, ib. ; is kept without food, ib. ; is recon- 
ciled to Esclaramonde, 127; is reported to be dead, 128; over- 
hears his companions talk in the prison, 134; reveals himself to 
them, 135; sees Gerames daily, 138-9; is invited to fight the 
giant Agrapart, 144 ; agrees to do so/ 145 ; defies Agrapart, 147 ; 
conquers him, 148 ; invites Gaudys to become a Christian, 151 ; 
summons Oberon, 152; kills Gaudys, 153; obtains trophies from 
Gaudys, ib. ; is warned by Oberon against intercourse with 
Esclaramonde before marriage at Rome, 154 ; sets out with 
Esclaramonde for Home, 155; cannot resist temptation, ib. ; is 
wrecked alone with Esclaramonde on an island, 157 ; begs bread 
of pirates, 158 ; is threatened by them, 159 ; is left alone by 
them, bound hand and foot, 160 ; is on the isle of Noisant, 
166 ; is helped by Malabron, 168 ; is carried by him to the main- 
land, 169 ; meets Mouflet, a minstrel, who gives him food and 
clothes, 170 ; gives a lying account of himself, 171 ; calls him- 
self Salater, 172 ; becomes servant of Mouflet, 173 ; goes to Moni- 
braunt, 174; is asked by Ivoryn what he can do, 177, 178; is 
challenged to play chess with Ivoryn's daughter, 178; is loved 
by her, 179; wins the game, 180; refuses the advantage of his 
victory, ib. ; begs for horse and armour to fight for Ivoryn, 
181 ; obtains a magic sword and a poor horse, 182; accepts Sor- 
bryn's challenge, 185; kills Sorbryn and seizes his horse Blanch- 
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ardin, 187; helps Ivoryn to defeat Galaffer, 188; is feasted by 
Ivoryn, 189 ; leads a second attack on Galaffer, 196 ; attacks 
Gerames fighting on the other side, 198; is forced to the ground, 
199; recognizes Gerames, ib. ; meets Esclaramonde, 200; is at- 
tacked by Ivoryn and Galaffer in concert, 203; hears Mouflet 
call on his aid from the gallows, 205 ; with his companions dashes 
out of the castle and kills tho hangman, 205; fights valiantly 
against the Saracen, 206 ; receives French pilgrims at Anfalerne, 
208 ; learns from Guyer of his family, 210 ; purposes to return to 
France in the pilgrims' ship, 212 ; with all his company sets sail 
for France and arrives at Brendys, 213 ; goes to church, 214 ; tells 
the wife of Garyn of St Omers of her husband's death, 214 ; at 
Rome, 215; welcomed by the Pope, 216; is married to Esclara- 
monde, 217; leaves Rome for Bordeaux, 218; sees Gerard, his 
brother, 223 ; tells him of his trophies and treasures, 224 ; regrets 
that his brother should have Gybouars for father-in-law, 225 ; 
sleeps with Gerard, 226 ; is roused by Gerard at cock-crow to 
go on to Bordeaux, 227 ; resolves to visit the Emperor, 228 ; 
promises Gerard half of his treasure, 229 ; is wrathful with his 
brother because he wants more, ib. ; conciliates Gerard, 230 ; is 
attacked by Gybouars in ambush, ib. ; is bound, ib. ; is brought 
to Bordeaux, 231 ; cast into prison, 232; is brought before the 
Emperor, who visits Bordeaux, 243 ; accuses his brother of 
treachery, 244 ; tells the story of his journey, 244-5 ; and of his 
return, 246-8 ; challenges Gerard and Gybouars, 248 ; learns of 
Oberon's intervention, 258 ; drinks from Oberon's enchanted cup, 
260 ; pleads for his brother's life, 264 ; is promised by Oberon 
the kingdom of the fairies, 266 ; receives his lords' homage, 274 ; 
hangs Angelars, who denes him, 275; is envied by Raoul of 
Austrych, 279 ; learns of Rioul's plots against his life from an 
old servant, 279 ; sets out to Mayence to slay the traitor, 280 ; 
receives Raoul in disguise, 282 ; comes to Coleyn for a tourna- 
ment, 284 ; leaves his escort behind and rides to Mayence, 285 ; 
visits the Emperor and Raoul in the palace, 286 ; puts his 
case without mentioning names to tho Emperor, 287 ; kills 
Raoul in the Emperor's presence, 288 ; resists the attempt of the 
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Germans to arrest him, 289-90 ; strikes down the Emperor, 292 ; 
escapes, 293 ; meets his corajtany at Coleyn, 295 ; has 13,000 
men with him, 296 ; prepares for battle in a wood near Co- 
leyn, 297 ; fights valiantly, ib. ; meets the Emperor, and re- 
proaches him, 299; overcomes the Emperor in a duel, 300-1; 
grants six months' truce, 303 ; is attacked in mistake by the 
burghers of Coleyn, 304 ; pardons the provost of Coleyn, 307 ; 
returns to Bordeaux, ib. ; relates his adventures to his wife, 
307-9; declines to seek aid of Salybraunt, 311; complains of 
Oberon's neglect, 313; summons his men, 316; begs Gerames' 
aid, 317; prepares a sortie, 319; fights valiantly, 320; attacks 
the Emperor, 323 ; retires to Bordeaux, 323 ; sees the gallows set 
np for Gerames, 327 ; prepares a rescue, 328 ; sees Gerames on the 
scaffold, 331 ; slays the hangman, 332 ; rescues Gerames, 333 ; 
spares Sir Otho, 334 ; repulses the Germans, 334, 338-9 ; pursued 
by Germans, who enter Bordeaux, 335 ; spares the lives of 500 
prisoners, 336 ; finds his force dwindles, 341 ; sues for peace in 
vain, 342 ; makes sudden sortie, 344 ; strikes the Emperor, 346 ; 
loses more men, 348 ; despairs, 349 ; resolves to seek aid in the 
East, 350 ; seizes the German herds, 351 ; will slay Esclaramonde's 
brother if he will not be christened, 353; is confessed by the 
bishop of Bordeaux, and receives a hallowed stool, 355 ; takes his 
knights with him, ib. ; sails down the Garonne, 356 ; takes ship 
for Anfamie, 358 ; encounters storms, 359 ; approaches the gulf 
of hell, 361 ; prepares for death, 362 ; speaks with Judas, 364-7 ; 
hurries from the gulf of hell, 367 ; approaches the rock Adamant, 
368; longs to attack the castle, 371 ; is warned of its dangers, 
372 ; desires to fight with the serpent in the castle, 375 ; attacked 
by Saracens, 376 ; loses many knights, 378 ; slays many Saracens, 
378 ; alone of his company survives famine, 379 ; visits the 
Adamant castle, 380 ; slays the serpent, 382 ; marvels at the castle's 
splendour, 383; and eats fruit in the garden, 385; finds feeble 
sustenance there, 407 ; discovers a marvellous cellar, 408 ; sees 
four fairies, 409 ; obtains from them meat and drink, 410; enjoys 
every luxury, 412; sees Moorish ship on Adamant rock, 414; 
promises Moors safety, if converted to Christianity, 417 ; receives 
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the bishop of Lisbon, an old friend, 41 9 ; grows weary of inactivity, 
425; perceives the griffin, 426 ; confessed by the bishop of Lisbon, 
428 ; is carried off by the griffin, pretending to be dead, 429 ; at 
the white rock, 430 ; attacks and slays the griffin and her young, 
431-3 ; bathes in the fountain of youth, 434 ; eats of the apples of 
youth, ib. ; is bidden by an angel to gather these apples, 436 ; 
learns of the fate of Bordeaux from the angel, 436-7 ; leaves the 
rock, 439 ; finds a rich ship, ib. ; passes through a dark passage 
in the rocks, 441 ; lands at Tauris in Persia, 443 ; meets Barnard, 
447 ; finds the ballast of his ship to be precious stones, 448 ; well 
received by the admiral of Tauris, 456; gives the admiral an 
apple of youth, 465 ; is promised the aid of the admiral of Tauris, 
470; leaves Tauris with the admiral, 471 ; at Angore, 472; fights 
against the men of the city, 475 ; kills the admiral, 476 ; conquers 
the city, 477 ; coasts by Abylaunte, 478 ; reaches an evil port, 
480; ascends a mountain above, 483; meets Cain, 484; learns 
Cain's history, and abandons him, 487 ; meets an awful fiend, 
489 ; pretends to be Cain, 491 ; is treated well by the fiend, ib. ; 
at Colanders, 492; meets the admiral of Tauris and Barnard 
again, 495; travels to Antioch, 498; and Damascus, 499; and 
goes on to Jerusalem, 500; advises a forward attack on the 
Saracens at Karnes, 503 ; kills five kings and two admirals, 508 ; 
kills the admiral of Dorbrys, 511 ; attacks the sultan Saphadim, 
514; is hard beset, and is rescued, 516; returns to Acre, 519; 
has a vision of trouble at Mayence, 520 ; anxious to go to Esclara- 
monde, 522 ; advises a return of the admiral of Tauris* troops, 
523 ; resolves to return to Europe, 525 ; at Marseilles, 528 ; 
visits Cluny disguised as a pilgrim from Jerusalem, 547; sees 
Clariet, 548; reveals himself, to the joy of all, and tells his 
adventures, 551 ; offers the abbot an apple of youth, 553 ; brings 
his men and wealth from Tournois to Cluny, 557 ; goes with 
Barnard to Mayence, 559; is the first pilgrim to approach the 
Emperor on Good Friday, 560 ; gives him a precious stone, 561 ; 
is promised the release of Esclararaonde, 565 ; tells his adventures, 
566; gives the Emperor an apple of youth, 568; and meets 
Esclaramonde, 570; with his wife and Emperor goes to Cluny, 
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572 ; beats back abbot's men, 576 ; and enters Bordeaux, 578 ; 
sends the griffin's foot to King Louis, 583 ; sets out for fairyland, 
583 ; driven into Spanish Sea, 585 ; shipwrecked near a beautiful 
castle, where monks live who are evil angels, 588 ; is preserved by- 
magic stones, 593 ; carried by a monk to a high rock, 595 ; reaches 
Oberon'8 city of Momur, 597 ; is crowned king of fairyland by 
Oberon, 600 ; threatens to enforce obedience on King Arthur, 602 ; 
gives Arthur parts of his realm, 603 ; attends Oberon's funeral, 
606 ; comes with fairy army to Courtois to arrange dispute between 
the kings of Navarre and Arragon, and to marry Florence to 
his daughter Clariet, 676-82 ; meets Clariet, 684 ; makes good all 
damage done by war, 687 ; returns to Momur, 689. 

Idb, daughter of Florence and Clariet, born, 690 ; of great beauty, 
692; sought in marriage by Florence, her own father, 694; 
escapes in man's apparel, 697 ; helped by Sorbare, 700 ; goes to 
Germany, 702; attacked by thieves, 705; at Borne salutes 
Emperor, 708; mistaken for a man, 709; attends Emperor's 
daughter Olive, 710; is knighted, 712; leads Emperor's army 
against Spaniards, 714 ; does deadly slaughter, 716 ; takes king 
of Spain prisoner, 718 ; pleads for his life, 719; declines to marry 
Olive, 721 ; yields to threats, 722 ; married to Olive, 724 ; sex 
discovered, and sent to stake, 728; sex miraculously changed, 
729 ; crowned Emperor, 730 ; visits Florence at Courtois, 737 ; 
helps Florence to rule, 737. 

I80UDB, xxvii, loved by Tristram, 157. 

Ivoryn op Mombraunte, 131 ; uncle of Esclaramonde, 161 ; learns 
of her and of her father's fortune, 163 ; sends to take Esclara- 
monde from Galaffer, 164; is defied, and prepares for war upon 
GalafFer, 165; summons his men of war, 174; swears vengeance, 
175; receives Mouflet the minstrel, and Huon his servant, 176; 
asks Huon what is his capacity, 177 ; makes trial of his knowledge 
of chess by bidding him play with his daughter, 178; leads his 
troops to Anfalerne, 183; applauds Huon for slaying Sorbryn, 
187; defeats Galaffer, 188; honours and feasts Huon, 189; leads 
second attack on Anfalerne, 197 ; sees Huon follow Gcraraes into 
Anfalerne, 199; urges his men to rescue Huon, 200; receives 
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Galaffer's submission, 201 ; fights with Galaffer against Huon, 

203; condemns Mouflet to death, 204; learns of Huon's flight, 

213 ; enters the castle of Anfalerne, 214. 
Ivoryn's daughter loves Huon, 179; plays chess with him, 180; 

watches the fight, 196. 
Iyacars, son of Earl Eemon of St Giles, plots to murder Croissant, 

745, 754 ; is killed, 756. 
James, St., 28. 
Jkraclb, son of Ivoryn, 132. 
John, St., feast of, 124, 132. 
Joybuse, Charlemagne's sword, xii. 
Jozerane, German knight killed by Huon, 322. 
Jodas Iscariot, 459; kisses Jesus, 52, 223; floats on canvas by 

gulf of hell, 363 ; recounts his history, 364-5 ; cannot die, 366 ; 

once gave away piece of canvas in charity, ib. ; warns Huon of 

peril, 367. 
Julius Caesar. See Cjesar. 

Katharine, Guymart's daughter, marries Croissant, 782. 
Lempatrix, a fairy, 66. 

Lewis, Lots, Lowis, Charlemagne's younger son, 4; succeeds as 
Emperor, 388 ; receives griffin's foot from Huon, 583. 

Lisbon, bishop of, wrecked on Adamant rock, 416 ; recognizes Huon, 
419 ; is free from sin, 421 ; eats at pleasure in Adamant castle, 
422 ; baptizes Saracens, ib. ; warns Huon of griffin, 428. 

Lohrrains, Les, a romance where Huon mentioned, xxviii. 

Lyly, John, and Euphuism, 785. 

Macaire, Macayr, Huon's uncle, brother of Sevin, tyrant of Tor- 
mont, 81; is a pagan, 83; longs for Huon's magic cup, 87; 
threatens Huon, ib. ; recognizes him as his nephew, 89 ; invites 
him to his castle, ib. ; plots to murder Huon, 90-1 ; is driven from 
castle, and besieges Huon there, 92. [There is a chanson named 
Macaire (twelfth cent.), whose hero charges Charlemagne's queen 
Blanchefleur with adultery.] 

Mahounde, 133, et passim; Macomyte, 477 ; Mahomet, 500. 

Malabron, Mallabron, a man transformed by Oberon into a sea 
beast, 111 ; bears Huon up the Nile, 112 ; begs Oberon to let him 
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aid Huon, 167; condemned to be sea monster twenty-eight years 
longer, 167-8 ; swims to Huon at Noisaunt, and brings him to 
mainland, 169 ; at Bordeaux, 267 ; accompanies fairy Gloriande, 
598, 677. 

Marcus Aurrlius, Book of, translated by Lord Berners, xlv, 784. 

Mabgale, a fairy, 65. 

Markham, Gervase, quoted, xlix, 790. 

Mauryse, abbot of, welcomes Huon, 219 ; invites Huon and Gerard 
to supper, 225 ; keeps Huon's treasure, ib. ; is killed by Gerard 
and Gybouars while guarding the .treasure, 233. 

Meres, Francis, quoted, xlviii. 

Merlin, Marltn, son of Ogier the Dane, accompanies King Arthur 

to Oberon's court, 601. 
Morgan lb Fat at Oberon's court, 536 ; sister of King Arthur, 601, 

684. 

Mouflet, a minstrel, 170; helps Huon, 171 ; served Gaudys, 172; 
takes Huon as his servant, 173 ; at Mombraunt, 174 ; tells Ivoryn 
of Gaudys* death, 175; plays the viol before Ivoryn, ib. ; is 
well rewarded, 176; celebrates Huon's victories, 190; is con- 
demned to be hanged for befriending Huon, 204 ; is saved by 
Huon, 205 ; plays before Huon, 207 ; in France, 213 ; baptized 
by Pope, 217 ; is called Garyn, ib. 

Maimes, Naymes, Duke of Bavaria. [A character invariably intro- 
duced into Charlemagne romances. According to Aubri le Bour- 
going, he is son of Gasselin, king of Bavaria ; is protected from an 
usurper, Cassile or Tassillon, by Charlemagne ; in Roland, Aspre- 
mont, and Acquin he plays great part as friend of the Emperor ; in 
the Voyage a Jerusalem he first appears as one of 1 les douze pairs ' ; 
in the Anseis de Cartilage (late poem) his death is recounted. He 
is the Nestor of the Charlemagne cycle; cp. Aspremont, 'Tel 
conseillier n'orent ongues li Franc'] Survivor of Koncesvalles, 
2; chief of Charlemagne's council, 3; complains of Amaury's 
guile, 6, 12; seeks to comfort Charlemagne, 32; prepares duel 
between Huon and Amaury, 38 ; reproaches Emperor, 41 ; inter- 
cedes for Huon, 47 ; with Huon at Troyes, 52 ; declines Gerard's 
offer of treasure, 235 ; suspects Gerard, 238 ; denounces him, 239 ; 
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urges Emperor to send for Huon, 249 ; declares Huon cannot be 
tried at Bordeaux, 255 ; drinks from Oberon's enchanted cup,J£nX— <' 

Navarre, king of, fights against king of Aragon, 633; taken by 
Florence, 644; released, 647; enters Tarragon, 660; besieges 
king of Arragon at Courtois, 676; accepts Huon's intervention, 
681 ; makes peace, 685 ; visits Florence, 701. 

Neptanabus, father of Alexander the Great, 73. 

North, Sir Thomas, and Euphuism, 785-8. 

Obbron, king of fairyland, his literary history traced, xxix; com- 
pared with Welsh Gwyn and German Alberich, xxx ; his genealogy 
criticized, xxxi; Le Roman d'Auberan, xxxiii; Wieland's poem 
of, xxxviii; in Midsummer Night's Dream, 1; Weber's opera 

about, li; besets the road to Babylon, 63; the dwarf king 

of fairyland, ib. ; is seen by Huon, 65 ; blows his magic 
horn, 66, 70; speaks to Huon, 67; raises a storm, 67, 69; 
attacks him, 70 ; recites Huon's adventures, 71 ; tells his history, 
72-3 ; king of Momur, 74 ; gives Huon a magic banquet, 7 4-5 ; 
his magic cup, 76 ; gives Huon the cup and horn, 77-8 ; makes a 
path through water for Huon, 78; is recklessly summoned by 
Huon, 80 ; curses him, ib. ; forgives him, 81 ; foretells peril for 
Huon, and bids him farewell, 82, 96, 154, 267 ; comes to Tormont, 
to protect Huon, 94 ; is angry with Huon, 118 ; comes to Huon's 
aid in killing the Admiral Gaudys, 152 ; places Huon's trophies 
gained from Gaudys in Gerames' side, 153; warns Huon against 
having intercourse with Esclararaonde till their marriage at Home, 
154; gives him a ship, ib. ; laments Huon's misfortunes, 166; 
bids Malabron fetch him Huon's horn, cup, and harness, 169 ; 
pities Huon's misfortunes in France, 257 ; appears before Charle- 
magne with 100,000 men, 258-9 ; wills the fetters to fall from 
Huon, 259; offers the king his enchanted cup, 260; charges 
Charlemagne with crime, ib. ; rebukes the Emperor, 261 ; bids 
Gerard appear, ib. ; orders the objects of Huon's mission to appear 
before Charlemagne, 264 ; is mistaken by Charlemagne for God. 
265 ; recites hifr history, ib. ; bids Huon come to Momur in 
four years' time, 266 ; promises him the kingdom of fairyland, ib. ; 
tells of his going to Paradise, 267 ; laments over Huon, 273-4 ; 
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grieves for his father Julius Caesar's death, 412 ; will never come 
to castle of Adamant afterwards, ib. ; sends Gloriande and Mala- 
bron to save Esclaramonde, 536-8 ; sick at Momur, 597 ; receives 
Huon as his successor, 598 ; crowns Huon king and Esclaramonde 
queen of fairyland, 600 ; welcomes King Arthur, 601 ; makes 
peace between Huon and Arthur, 602; dies, 605; is carried to 
Paradise, is buried in a new abbey, 606 ; sets treasure in old 
palace at Home for Croissant, 780. 

Ogier tub Dane, subject of chanson de geste, xiii n., xv n. ; father 
of Baudouyn, 4 ; kills Bertrand, Naymes* son, 33 ; destroyed city 
of Colanders, 489 ; father of Merlin, 601. 

Olive, Roman Emperor's daughter, falls in love with Ide, 709; i3 
betrothed to Ide, 721 ; married, 724 ; discovers Ide's sex, 726 ; is 
delivered of son, Croissant, 730. 

Oliver, xii; death of, 2. 

Olyfabne, king of, killed by Huon, 511. 

Orcanbt, admiral of, brother of the Sowdone, killed by Huon, 511. 
Ortnit, a German Emperor, xxx, xxxi. 
Oryane, a fairy, 684. 

Otho, Emperor of Germany at Home, 702; accepts Ide's service, 
709 ; knights Ide, 712 ; applauds Ide's prowess, 717 ; spares king 
of Spain, 718 ; insists on Ide's marriage to Olive, 721 ; learns Ide's 
sex, 727 ; orders Ide to be burned, 728 ; dies, 729. 

Othon, a German knight, ordered to hang Gerames and French 
prisoners, and pleads for delay, 329 ; rebukes the hangman for 
insulting Gerames, 331 ; is spared by Huon, 333 ; agrees to serve 
Huon, tb. ; fights well, 334 ; supports Gerames, 393. 

Otinbl, or Otuel, a chanson de geste, xviii n., xix, xx. 

Peter, St., church of, at Rome, 54. 

Peter (Sir) of Aragon, 621 ; rescues Clariet at Tours, 622 ; kills 
king of Grenade, 623 ; brings Clariet to Tarragona, 624 ; leads 
men against king of Navarre, 634 ; rescues Clariet from drowning, 
640 ; threatens king of Aragon, 642 ; pleads for watchman who 
released Clariet and Florence, 655. 

Philip, king of France, hangs up Huon's griffin's foot in a chapel, 
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Pompet, fights with Caesar, 73, 265 ; vanquished by Caesar, 411. 
Pope op Rome, Huon's uncle, receives Huon, 54, 216; baptizes 
Esclaramonde and Mouflet, 216 ; marries Huon and Esclaramonde, 



Ptolemy kings of Egypt attack Caesar at Adamant : their treasure, 



Raoul, duke of Austria, hears of Esclaramonde's beauty, 276-7; 
nephew of German Emperor, 278 ; begs his uncle to announce 
tournament, 278; plots Huon's death, 279; visits Bordeaux dis- 
guised as pilgrim, 281 ; lies to Huon, 282 ; deeply in love with 
Esclaramonde, 283 ; at Mayence, ib. ; is abused by Huon of 
coveting his wife, 288 ; is slain by Huon, 289. 

Rauf Coil$bar, an English poem, xix, xx. 

Remon, Earl of St. Giles, besieged at Nice by kings of Grenade 
and Belmaryne, 741 ; accepts Croissant's help, 742 ; offers his 
daughter to Croissant, 745, 753 ; threatens to murder Croissant, 
759. 

Renaud db Montauban, a chanson de geste, xiii, xixn., xx. 
Reynaulte op Beauland takes Sorbare, 668. 
Reyngaulte op Mountaban wins and loses Angore, 472-3. 
Riohar, a knight of Huon, 341. 

Roland, clumson of, x ; its authorship, xvii, xxi ; death of, 2. 
Roland and Vbrnagu, xviii, xx. 
Rousillon, Gerard of. See Gerard. 
• Rowlands' s Song, an English poem, xix. 
Salamon, temple of, 500. 
Salater, false name assumed by Huon, 172. 

Salmet, Johan, an incredulous monk, 553; sent to prison, and is 
pardoned, 555. 

Salybraunt, king of Bougye, brother of Esclaramonde, offers Huon 
aid, 310. 

Saphadin, Sowdan of Babylon and Egypt, 500. 
Savary, Earl, killed by Huon, 298. 

Savary or Savory, duke, father of Raoull, 315 ; brother of Emperor 
of Germany weeps over his son's death, 315; before Bordeaux, 
319 ; fights with Huon, 321 ; is defeated, 322 ; retreats from an 
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ttack, 339 ; believes Bordeaux impregnable, 340 ; urges Thierry 
o persist with siege, 390 ; falls on Gerames, 395. 
Sbbyllb meets Huon at Dunother, 98; daughter of Guynemer of 
St Omer, and niece of Duke Sevin, 100; her history, tb. ; 
directs Huon to the giant's chamber, 102 ; is married to a con- 
verted admiral of Babylon, 154. 
Seob of Mblatnb, an English romance, xviii. 

Sevin or Seouin, duke, his historical origin, xxviii, xxix ; in romance, 

xxxvii ; Huon's father, 5, 12, 13, 17, 23, 59, 61. 
Seyne, Earl of, slain by Huon, 291. 
Sezab, 73. See Cesar, Julius. 

Sorb a re, Saracen ruler and reputed Christian, takes care of Florence 
and Clariet, 666 ; once king of Belmaryn, 668 ; offers to become 
Christian, 669; welcomes French pilgrims, 670; attacked by 
Saracens, 673 ; overcomes them, 674 ; advises Florence, 693 ; 
helps Ide to escape, 700. 

Sorbryn, nephew of Angolaffer, 184 ; challenges Ivoryn's bravest 
soldier, 185 ; is defied by Huon, 186 ; and killed, 187. 

Sowdone, u e. Sultan. See Gaudys and Saphadin. 

Sowdone of Babylon, an English romance, xviii n. 

Spain, king of, fights against Emperor of Rome, 714; is captured by 
Ide, 718 ; his life spared, 719. 

Speroueb, Sir Hans, a German knight, 291. 

Symoan, temple of, 500. 

Tauris, admiral of, welcomes Huon, 456 ; has served Charlemagne, 
459 ; consents to turn Christian, 463 ; eats apple of youth, and 
grows young, 465; hallowed by bishop of Greece, 466; offers 
Huon his daughters in marriage, 467 ; promises to help in rescue 
of Esclaramonde, 469 ; with Huon against the admiral of Angore, 
475 ; gets the admiral's horse, 477 ; is left by Huon, 480 ; at 
Colanders, 489; besieges the city, 493; conquers it, and finds 
Huon, 495 ; at Antioch, 498 ; marches to Jerusalem, 499 ; defeats 
Saracens there, 505-18; raises siege of Acre, 525; offers army to 
Huon against German Emperor, 525. 

Thierry, Duke, 23. 

Thierry, Tyrrey. Emperor of Germany, declares tournaments at 
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Mayence, 278, 284 ; appealed to by Huon, 287 ; sees Huon murder 
Raoull, 288 ; pursues him, 291 ; is struck by him, 292 ; swears to 
take Bordeaux, 293 ; leads his army against Huon, 297 ; challenges 
Huon, 300 ; is defeated and rescued, 301 ; begs six months' truce, 
302 ; at Cologne, 303 ; censures the provost for ignoring truce, 
305 ; collects army at Mayence, 314 ; ravages land about Bordeaux, 
317; before the city, 318; promises Esclaramonde to the slayer 
of Huon, 320; wounded by Huon, 323; orders Gerames to be 
hanged, 326 ; orders another attack on city, 338 ; declines peace, 
343; attacks Bordeaux, 389; runs Gerames through the body, 
396 ; enters Bordeaux, 398 ; forbids outrage, ib. ; speaks with 
Esclaramonde, 400 ; imprisons her at Mayence, 406 ; grieves for 
his nephew, 532 ; prepares to burn Esclaramonde, ib. ; spares her 
by Oberon's order, 542 ; treats her well, 543 ; receives precious 
stone from Huon, 561 ; releases Esclaramonde, 565 ; eats Huon's 
apple and becomes young, 568 ; at Cluny met Huon, 572 ; enter- 
tained at Bordeaux, 578. 

Tholomeus, 411. See Ptolemy. 

Thybault, Thybaulte, king of Jerusalem, 500, 502. 

Trampoyngfle, Trampongniple, Trampoignifle [' the which is as 
moch to say as Balaach Balak '], messenger from the Sow dan at 
Jerusalem, 500 ; is hanged, 520. 

Translyne, Transelyne, a fairy, 66, 601, 602, 603, 606, 684; her 
gift to Oberon, 73 ; niece of Morgan le Fay, 536. 

Troyes, Chretien de, poet, xiv. 

Trystram, xxvii; died of love, 157. 

Turpin, his Latin chronicle, viiiw., xx. 

Vergier, lord of, 530; kills the German Emperor's nephew, 531. 
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The following words occurring in the text are clearly typographical 
errors: — 

p. 28, 1. 13, puysyon read pnnysyon, i. e. punition or punishment 

p. 81, 1. 16, reuynsyd read renynsyd, t. e. renounced. 

p. 223, 1. 7, euiunyd read eniunyd, t. e. enjoined. 

p. 305, 1. 4, asyse read aryse. 

p. 430, 1. 30, repenisshcd read repknis Jied. 

p. 596, 1. 26, stone read shone. 



A bought, adv. about, 372. 
A bowndance, sb. abundance, 367. 
A brode, adv. abroad, sprede abrode 

=a spread out, 170. 
A hye, adv. aloud, 197. 
A pon, prep, upon, 5. 
A tournyd, perf. have turned, 149. 
Aboue, adv. on shore, 160. Cf. Tor. 

of Portugal : ' Ffast from the land 

row they began, Above thev left 

that gentilman, With wild testis 

to have byde.' 
Abusshement, *&, ambush, 225. 
Abye, vb. [buy], atone for, suffer for, 

542. [O. K. a, out, byegan, to buy.] 
Aduertysyd, pp. informed, 71. [Fr. 

avertirA 

Affectuosfy, adv. earnestly, 9. [0. 

Fr. affecturux.] 
Afrayed, ppl. alarmed, 40. 
Al to brast, burst utterly asunder, 

300 ; al = utterly, entirely to 

brast, pi. ppl. = burst asunder, 

from tobrcsten [A.S. toberstan]; 

to is a prefix signifying ' in pieces 1 

or ' asunder.' Cf. Judges ix. 53 : 

'all to brake* = utterly brake in 

pieces. 

All wheres, adv. everywhere, 136. 

1 This part of the work is largely due to Mr. W. H. Utley of Owen's College, 
Manchester. Mr. Henry Bradley, co-editor of the Oxford New Dictionary, has 
kindly supplied a few notes. 



Almayne, so. Germany, 296. [O.Fr. 

alemaigne.] 
Almiiyns, sb. pi. Germans. 
Alonely, adj. solitary, single, 46. 
Alonlye, adv. solely, entirely; 

em ph. for only, 9. 
Alow, vb. commend, approve of, 337. 

[O.Fr. alouer, from Lat. aUau- 

dare.l 

Alowed, pt. commended, praised, 
686. . 

Amoures, so. love, 155 ; in amoures 

= in love. [Fr. amour.] 
Amyte, sb. friendship, 8. [Fr. amitie'.] 
Apareyled, ppL attired, apparelled, 
15. 

Apayred, ppl. injured, weakened, 
340. [O.Fr. empeirer, from L»it. 
em + pejorare, to worsen, make 
worse.] 

Apeace. vb. appease, allay, 14. 
Apealyde, pt. accused, impeached, 

22; v. Apble. 
Apeasyd, ppL appeased, allayed, 16. 
Apeched, ppl. betrayed, informed 

agiii nst, 720. [O. F. empechier. ] 
Apelo, vb. accuse, impeach, 25. [O. 

Fr. appeler.] K appder, ... to 

accuse, appeach.' — Cotgrave. 
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Aperelyd, ppL apparelled, 3. 
Aperteynyd, vb. belonged, 4. 
Apeychyd, pt. accused, impeached, 
27. 

Apon, prep, upon, 169. 

Appellyd, pp. 44 ; v. Apealyde. 

Arson, sb. pommel], saddle-bow, 
700. [O.Fr. arzon.] 

Assaye, vb. try, test, 178. 

Assembeled, pt. attacked, assailed, 
613. [O.Fr. assembler."] This 
meaning is very rare, and Mur- 
ray's New English Dictionary 
cites this passage only in support 
of it. It occurs also on p. 659, 
1. 20. 

Assoylled, pt. absolved, 217. [0. 

Fr. a(s)so%Uir, a(s)soldre.] 
Asspyall, sb. [espial], a waylaying, 

26. [O.Fr. espier.J 4 espier, . . . 

to dog, lie for, waylay.' — Cotgr. 
Astonnyd, pp. stunued, 42. [O.Fr. 

estoner, to stun.] 'He fell to the 

grounde astonyed.' — Merlin, x. 

164. 

Astaynst, prep, against, 108. 
Atemperate, adj. temperate, 712. 

[O.Fr. atempre'.] 
Atons, adv. at once, 431. 
Auaunayd, _p£. advanced, 308. 
Auaunt, sb. boast, 308 ; he made his 

avaunt = lie bousted. [O.Fr. 

avannter, to boast.] 
Auaylc, vb. lower, 359. [O.Fr. avaler, 

from phr. d vol, Lat. ad vallem.] 

( Drawe vp your ankers and aueyle 

your sayles.' — Lord Berners, 

Froiss, L cccLxxiv., 619. 
Auctoryte, sb. authority, power, 581. 

[O.Fr. auctorite'.] 
Auow, sb. vow, 183. 
Auoyd, vb. depart, 48. '. . . he 

commanded them to auoid. 1 — G. 

Sandys, Trav,, 72. 
Avoydyd, pp. emptied, cleared, 40. 

* . . . commanded the ehambre to 

be avoided. 1 — Elyot, Oov., II. vii. 

105. 



Balays, vb. balance, steady, 460; 

i. e. ballast. [Balays is an inter- 
. mediate form between balance, 

Fr. balancer and ballast, O.Sw. 



barlast, due to confusion between 

the two.] 
Baptyme, sb. baptism, 95. [Fr. 

baptime.] 
Bassade, sb. embassy, 466. [O.Fr. 

embassade.] 
Bayne, sb. bath, 698. [O.Fr. baigne.] 
Baynyd, pt. bathed, 427. 
Beofes, sb. beeves, cattle. 183. [0. 

Fr. boef.] 

Besant, sb. 772. ' A gold coin, first 
struck at Byzantium, and seem- 
ingly equivalent to the Roman 
solid us or aureus, but afterwards 
varying in value between the 
English sovereign and half-sove- 
reign. It was current in Europe 
from the 9th cent, and in England 
till superseded by the noble, temp. 
Edw. III. UBed by Wyclif to 
translate both talentum and 
drachma. 1 — Murray. 

Besene, adj. clad, furnished, 119, 
680. 

Bet, pt. beat, hammered, 86. 
Borow, sb. town, borough, 336. 

[A.S. burh.] 
Bountye, sb. goodness, generosity, 

146. [Fr. bonU] 
Brast, pt. broke, burst, 103. [A.S. 

brestan.] 

Brent, pp. burnt, 192. [brennen, 
Chaucer, C.T., 2333. A S. byrnan.] 

Brest, xh. burst, 117. [A.S. berstanJ] 
' So wolde God myn herte wolde 
brest '—Chaucer, G. T., 6685. 

Bresten, pp. burst, bursten, 69. 

Bretherne, sb. pi. brethren, 56. 

Brochyd, pt spurred, 22. [O.F. 
brocher, to spur.] 'Ther lances 
alle forth laid and ilk man brochtd 
his stede.' — Robert of Brunne, p. 
305. 

Brother -germayn, a full brother; 

i. e. with same father and mother, 

511. [O.Fr. germaine.] 
Brunt, sb. attack, onset, 305. [IceL 

bruna.] 

Brute, sb. tumult, noise, 181. [Fr. 
bruit.] 

Brvdale, sb. bridal, wedding, 613. 

[M.E. bride ale, bride feast.] 
Brydes, sb. pL newly married couple, 

217. [Here bryde = spouse.] 
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Brynynge, prp, burning, 103. 
Burden, sb, bundle, 760. [I.e. as 

much as can be borne.] 
Bushment, sb. ambuscade, ambush, 

14. 

By cause, conj, because, 19. 



Camesyd, adj. flattened, 103 ; came- 
syd nose = a pug-nose. [Fr. 
camus. Ital. camuso.] 'And 
though my nose be camused, my 
lips thick.* — Ben Jonson, Sad 
Shep.y ii. 1. * Round was his face 
& camois was his nose.' — Chaucer, 
0. T., 3932. 

Carnall, adj. pertaining to the flesh, 
hence related, connected by birth, 
333. * Thei were noble knyghtes 
. . . and many of hem carueU 
frendes.' — Merlin, I. ii. 117. 

Caryag, sb. [carriage], things carried, 
baggage, accoutrements, 498. [0. 
Fr. cartage.] 1 cariage ... all the 
necessary provision of an army, 
baggage/ — Cotgrave. 

Cassydony, sb. chalcedony, 440. 
[Low Lat cacedonius.] 

Caytyfe, sb. [caitiff], prisoner, mean 
person, 645. [O.Fr. caitif.] 

Chameney, sb, [chimney], fire-place, 
383. [O.Fr. chemvude.] 

Chutelyne, sb. castellan, governor of 
a castle or town, 493. [Fr. chdte- 
lainj] 

Chaumberer, sb, maid-servant, 623. 

[O.Fr. chambriere.] 
Chere, sb. face, countenance, 57. 

[O.Fr. chere.'] ' The lady is rody 

in the chere. — Alisaunder. 
Chorlysshety, adv. churlishly, 757. 
Chyualrey, sb. collective for a body 

or number of knights, 2. 
Clame, pt. of climb, 652. 
Clees, sb. pi. claws, 430. [A.S. 

eld.'] 

Clene, adv. completely, 197. 
Cbrke, sb. scholar, man of letters, 
274. 

Clocher, sb. belfry, 68. [Fr. clocherA 
Clypped, pt, embraced, 635. [A.S. 
clyppen. ] 1 . . . then again worries 
he his daughter, with clipping her.' 
Shakspere, Winter's 2\, V. ii. 



Colyke, sb. colic, 194. 

Comoned, pt. [communed], con- 
versed, 195. [O.Fr. commtmier.] 

Companye, vb. associate, consort, 
17. [O.Fr. campaigner.] 

Comunalte, sb. common people, 401. 
[O.Fr. communavUd.] 

Condempne, pr. condemn, 167. 

Condute, vb, conduct, 18. 

Connynge, adj. skilful, 172. [A.S. 
cunnan.] 

Contynew, sb, contents, 57. [Fr. 

contenu.] 
Conuersante, adj. resident, having 

one's abode, 592. 
Conynge, sb. skill, dexterity, 730. 
Corante, adj. current, in circulation, 

364. [O.Fr. curant.] 
Coraunt, 52 ; v. Corante. 
Cordiners, sb. pi. shoemakers [= 

cordwainere, from cordtoain, a 

kind of Spanish leather made at 

Cordova], 764. 
Cordyall, adj. affectionate, cordial, 

721. 

Cosyn, sb. kinsman, cousin, 52. 

Coude, vb. could, 499. 

Couerte, sb. a covered place, hiding 
place, 636 ; by couerte = under 
cover, hiding. [O.Fr. covert] 

Couetys, sb. covetousness, 251. [0. 
Fr. coveitise.] 

Counsel 1, vb, to take counsel, con- 
sult, 3. 

Courteys, adj. courteous, 171. [0. 

Fr. curteis.] 
Couyn, sb. trick, artifice, 50. [0. 

Fr. covine.] * They ne knewe his 

sleight and bis covyne.' — Chaucer, 

C. T. t 605. 
Couytes, 320 ; v. Couetys. 
Coyfe, sb. [coif], a cap worn under 

the helmet, 715; a close fitting 

helmet, 24. [O.Fr. coiffc.] 
Creature, sb. creator, 436. 
Credens, sb. credit, 609. Cf. ' letters 

of credence.' [0. Fr. credence.] 
Crope, sb. [crop], back, lit. top, or 

that which sticks out, 169. [A.S. 

croppe, Cf. Icel. kroppr, a hump. 

Dan. krop, the trunk of the 

body.] 

Crye, sb, proclamation, 296. 
Crysten, adj. Christian, 83. 
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Damoselles, sb. pi maids, 540. [0. 

Fr. damoisele?] 
Dampned, pp. damned, 283; v. 

CONDF.MINED. 

Decessyd, pp. [deceased], dead, 54. 

[O.Fr. deces.] 
Dedes, sb. pi. deeds, 171. 
Defende, tb. forbid, 46. [Fr. d4- 

fendre.] 

Defowlyd, pt [defiled], trod under 
foot, trampled on, 433. [O.Fr. 
d fouler, to trample under foot] 
. . defouled hym under hym 
myd honde and myd fote.' — Bob, 
of Glouc 

Dele, sb. part, portion, 554. [A.S. 
dcd.] 

Denyd, pp. dined, 190. [Fr. diner.] 

Departed, pp. separated, 336. [O.Fr. 
departir, to distribute, separate.] 

Deuore, sb. duty, 46. [Fr. devoir.] 

Deuyses, sb. pi. conversation, 58. 
[Fr. deviser, to converse, chat.] 

Deuysyd, pp. proposed, planned, 7 ; 
conversed, 273. 

Deuysynge, prp. conversing, com- 
muning, 13 ; v. Deuyses. 

Devours, sb. pi. duties, 300. [Fr. 
devoirs.] 

Dismay, vb. reflex, to be dismayed, 

17 ; dismay you not = be not 

dismayed. 
Dolent, adj. sorrowful, 356. [Fr. 

dolent, doleful.] 
Dolour, sb. pain, suffering, 23. [0. 

Fr. doleur.] 
Domage, sb. misfortune, injury, 146. 

[Fr. dommagt.] 
Doubled, sb. doublet, 757. 
Dought, *6. [doubt], fear, 9 ; v. 

Doughted. 
Doughted, sb. [doubted], feared, 197. 

Sin M.E. usually spelt douted, 
rom Lat dubitare. Not con- 
nected with doughty, which is 
from A.S. dyhtig, valiant.] 
Douted, 335 ; v. Doughted. 
Drams, sb. pi. drachmae, 142. 
Dressed up, erected, set up, 744. 

[Fr. dresser, to erect, set up.] 
Durynge, prp. [during], enduring. 

232. [Fr. durer, to endure, suffer.] 
Dymes, sb. pi. [dimes! tithes, i.e. 
offerings, 485. [O.Fr. disme; 



Lat. decimus] 'He gaue hym 
dymes of alle thingis.* — Wydiffe, 
Otn. xiv. 20. 

Dyn, pp. [done], used for, 502; 
past tense, = did. 

Dysces, sb. decease, death, 603. 

Dysconfyt, vb. [discomfit! vanquish, 
47. [O.Fr. desconfire.] 

Dyscounfyture, sb. discomfiture, de- 
feat, 2. [O.Fr. deseonfiture.] 

Dyscryue, vb. [descrive! describe, 
140. [O.Fr. descrivre^ 

Dyshordenate, adj. [d inordinate], 
unlawful, intemperate, 700. [Fr. 
de'sordonud.] 

Dysordynate, 696; v. DYSHORDE- 
NATE. 

Dysparasyon, sb. desperation, de- 
spair, 364. 

Dyspence, sb. expense, 718. [O.Fr. 
despence.] 

Dyssayue, vb. deceive, 69. [O.Fr. 
decever.] 

Dysspyse, vb. [despise], to make de- 
spicable, %. e. to curse, 42. 

Dyssyruell, vb. [dissimule! to dis- 
guise, conceal, 254. (Fr. die- 
simuler.] 

Dystroyed, pp. killed, 46. 

£nbas8ed, sb. [embassade], embassy, 
740. 

Enbassetours, sb. pL ambassadors, 
740. 

Enbusshid, m>. ambushed, 222. 

Endroctryned, pp. [endoctrined], 
educated, taught, 576. 

Enherytor, sb. [enheritor], heir, 4. 
[Fr. Mritier.] 

Ensaraple, sb. example, 12. [O.Fr. 
ensample.] 

Entermedled, pt mingled, 337. 
[O.Fr. entremedler.] 1 Enirtmed- 
led with tydynges. 1 — Chaucer, 
House of Fame, iii. 1031. 

Entraylyd, pp. interwoven, varie- 
gated, 384. [O.Fr. entreillerA 

Entreated, pp. used, treated, 642. 
[O.Fr. entraiter.] 

Erytage, sb. heritage, inheritance, 
143. 

Escryed, pt. cried out, called, 185. 

[O.F. escrier, to exclaim, call out] 
Excusyd, j£>. accused, 26. 
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Extorsyon, sb. [extortion], forcible 

exaction, 47. 
Eyen, *6. pi. eyes, 13. 

Fal, vb. [fall], to become, to happen ; 
fal aquaynted = become acquaint- 
ed, 629. 

Falshede, sb. falsehood, 263. [O.Fr. 
fals.] 

Fardelt, sb. bundle, 172. [O.Fr. 
fardel; Low Lat fardellus.] 
* . . . sittynge with hise fardels in 
the street* — Wydiffe, Judges xix. 
17. 

Fause, adj. forced [of a gallop], 335. 

Faye, sb. fairy, 536 ; the Fr. le is 
here used for the. [O.Fr./oe.] 

Fayrye, sb. the nation of Fairies ; 
Fairyland, also magic, enchant- 
ment, 305. [O.Fr. faerie.'] 'The 
contree of Faerie. —Chaucer, C. 
T., 13731. 

Faysable, adj. feasible, possible, 731. 
[O.Fr. faisable.] 

Feactes, sb.pl. [feats], deeds, actions, 
15. [O.Fr. falctes] 

Fell, adj. fierce, 120. [A.S. /el.] 

Fellest, adj. superl. cruellest, 210. 

SA.8./eJ, fierce.] 
on, adj. malicious, wicked, 5. 
[O.Fr. felon; Low Lat felo, a 
traitor.] 

Felony, sb. treachery, perfidy, 4; 

v. Felon. 
Fersly, adv. fiercely, 23. [O.Fr. 



fers.] 

Hey 



Fleynge, prp. fleeing, 181. 
Florence, sb. a gold coin, value 6*., 
276. 

Folye, pp. foiled, defeated, 302. 

[O.Fr. fouler, to trample on.] 
Fordo, t*. undo, 487. [A.S. fordon.] 
Fournyshe, vb. [furnish! perform, 

51. [Fr. fournir; O.H.G. /rum- 

jan, to perform.] 
Fre, adj. [free], noble, 273. 
Frendis, sb. pi. friends, 37. 
Fresshynge, sb. relief, 488. 
Fret, adj. adorned, ornamented, 

259. [A.S. frcetwan, to adorn.l 

9 Alle hir fyue fyngres were fretted 

with rynges.' — P. Plowman, A. 

ii. 11. 

Frusshe, sb. encounter, 474. [O.Fr. 



fruisse.] 'Felle was the frusshe, 

fey were there mony.' — Destr. of 

Troy, 5931. 
Funt, sb. font, 216. 
Fyaunce, vb. [fiance], betrothe, 

affiance, 50. [O.Fr. fiauncer.] 

Gables, sb. pi. imposts, customs, 
210. [O.Fr. gabelle.] 4 gabelle, 
(any kind of) impost, imposition, 
custom/ — Gotgrave. 

Gader, vb. gather, 305. [A.S. 
gaderian.] 

Gainbaud, vb. gambol, 187. [Fr. 
gambaud.] 

Goodes, sb. pi. services, good deeds, 
752. 

Goth, vb. goeth, 83. [3rd sing. prec. 

Of 0O.1 

Grees, so.pl. [degrees], steps, stairs, 
373. [O.Fr. grd; Lat grades.'] 

Grese, sb.pl. 119 ; v. Grees. 

Gruged, pt. [grudged], angered, 374. 
[O.Fr. gruger, to murmur.] 

Habandon, t*. abandon, give up, 
190. 

Hache, sb. axe, 510. [Fr. hache.] 

Hast, i*. ask, 222. 

Haunt, vb. frequent, 10. [O.Fr. 
hauter. 

Hayers, sb. pi. heirs, 720. 

Herber, sb. an arbour, a retreat 
formed by the branches of trees, 
704. [There is some doubt 
whether this word is a corrup- 
tion of harbour, O.E. herber^e, 
O.Fr. herberge, a lodging (Skeat), 
or of M.E. herbere, O.Fr. herbier, 
a garden of herbs (Stratman)]. 

Herbyger, sb. [harbinger], one who 
looks out for a lodging for another, 
504. [O.Fr. herberge, a lodging.] 

Herytes, sb. heiress, 642. 

Heuynes, sb. heaviness, 544. 

Hole, adj. [whole], healthy, well, 28. 
[A.S. hoelan.] 

Honeste, sb. chastity, 624. [O.Fr. 
honestet] 

Hore, adj. [hoar], white, 224. [A. S. 
Mr.] 

Hostrye, sb. hostelry, 235. 
Howdeous, adj. hideous, 489. 
Hyely, adv. nobly, 684. 
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Hyssed, pL hoisted, 478. [Fr. 
hausser.] 

Ianglers, sb. pi. quarrelsome fellows, 
10. [O.F. rangier, to talk loudly, 
to quarrel.] 

Iapery, sb. jesting, 86 • in iapery = 
in jest [Ft. oaber.] 

Ientylraen, sb. pL gentlemen, 247. 

Ill, adj. evil, wicked, 4. 

Imagenyd, pt. devised, 221. 

1 i n pe, sb. a graft or shoot, 1 2. [Low 
Lat impotus, a graft] * Of feble 
trees ther comen wretched imps.' 
Chancery C. T., 13962. 

Inbushyd, pp. ambushed, 25. 

Incombraunce, sb. trouble, 23. 

Incontynent, adv. immediately, 
forthwith, 7. [Fr. incontinent.] 

In portables, adj. pL intolerable, 
544. [O.Fr. importable.] 'im- 
portable, intolerable, insupport- 
able, not to be borne.' — Cotgrave. 
The 8 is added by anaL with 
tr. pi. 

Inpossessyons, sb. pi. impositions, 

taxes, 210. 
Intreated, pp. treated, UBed, 365; 

yll intreated — ill used. [O.Fr. 

entraite.] 

Jurnay, sb. journey, 275. [Fr. 
journee.] 

Justed, pp. jousted, fought, 186. 
[O.Fr. jouster.] 

Enowlege, tb. confess, acknow- 
ledge, 44. 

Knowlegyng, prp. 504; v. Know- 
legk. 

Kyne, sb. king, 692. 

Kyrtyl, sb. kirtle, 520. [A.S. cyrtel.] 

Langusshe. vb. linger in pain, lan- 
guish, 408. [O.Fr. languir.] 

Large, adj. liberal, generous, 546. 
[Fr. large ; Lat larpis, liberal .1 

Larges, sb. [largess], liberality, 496. 
[Fr. largesse.] 

Larum, sb. noise, abbrev. for alarum, 
472. [Fr. alarme, to call to arms.] 

Lenger, adv. longer, 48. 

Lesynge, sb. [loosing], forfeit, 37. 

Let, vb. to delay, be slow, also to 



hinder, 37. [A.S. Ictt, slow, 

whence late is also derive*!.] 
Leuys, s6. pi. levers, bars, 380. [O. 

Fr. levier.] 
Loge, sb. lodge, 56. [Fr. loge; It 

loggia.] 

Logynge, sb. [lodging], dwelling- 
place, 31. 

Longed, vb. belonged, 155. [A.S. 
lengian.] ' That aj perteineth and 
longeth oil only to the. judges/ — 
Chaucer, Tide of Melibeus. 

Lothely, adj. loathsome, 533. [A.S. 
Zafc.] 

Lowe, vb. lower, abase, 628. 
Lybardes, sb. pi [libbards], leopards, 
16. 

Lyege, adj. bound by feudal tenure, 
236. [Ety in . doubtful] lyege man, 
[liegeman] = subject, vassal. 
'. . . liegemen to the Dane.* — 
Shaks., Hamlet. 

Lyger, adj. nimble, 382. [O.Fr. 
legier.] 1 legier, quick, nimble, 
active.' — Cotgrave. 

Male, sb. bag, wallet, 170. [O.Fr. 
male; mod. Fr. maUe.] This 
word still survives in the word 
mail, in the sense of letters, &c, 
carried by post, from the bag 
(mail-bog) in which they are 
carried. 

Malle, sb. mallet, hammer, 484. 
[O.Fr. mail; Lat. malleus.] 

Mantell tree, sb. the shelf over a 
fire-placp, 383. [O.Fr. mantel, and 
tree, prob. in sense of a piece 
of wood, a beam.] 'Upon the 
mantle tree . . . stood a pot of 
lambative electuary.' — Toiler, No, 
266. 

Mastres, sb. mistress, governess, 696. 

[O.Fr. maistresse.] 
Medelyd, pp. [meddled], mixed, 

mingled, 442. [O.Fr. medUr, to 

mix, jumble.] 
Meny, sb. retinue, company, 499. 

[O.Fr. mesnie.] 'The kyng and 

his meyne went to burgh Konan.* 

— Robert of Brunne, p. 15. 
Meruayll, sb. wonder, astonishment, 

321. [O.Fr. merveiUe.] 
Mew, a 8parhawke, 177. (I) moult 
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a sparhawke, (2) cage a spar- 
hawk. 

Mew, vb. to confine, to keep in a 
cage, a term in falconry, 177. 
Cf. Baret's Alvearie : * A mue for 
haukes, cauea vel cauceola accipi- 
trum ; tomuen a hauke, in caueam, 
&c, compingere aG^p^em.' — 
Baret 

Minysshed, vb. diminished, 341. [0. 

Fr. menuisier, to lessen.] 
Mo, adj. and adv. more, 64. [A.S. 

md.] 

Monysyons, sb. pL munitions, 58. 

Moo, adrt. [mo], more, 36. 

Mossell, 8b. muzzle, snout, 140. [0. 

Fr. musel.'] 
Motons, sb. pi. sheep. [Fr. moutons.] 
Moyte, sb. half, 467. [Fr. moitid.] 
Mulet, sb. mule, 52. 
Muryed, pp. immured, 650. [Fr. 

murer.] 

Mygh, t*. [might], could, 67. [A.S. 
mugan, to be able.] 

Nerehand, adv. nearly, almost, 40. 
Noblesse, 8b. nobles collectively, 

company of lords and ladies, 314. 

[Fr. noblesse.] 
Nones, [nonce], for the nones, 133 ; 

[= orig. for then anes] = for the 

once, for the occasion or purpose. 
Nother, conj. neither, 5. 
Nowell, sb. [noel], a cry of joy, 

orig. a Christmas carol, 578. [Fr. 

noe% Christmas.] 
Noyfull, adj. irksome, painful, 440. 

[O.Fr. ausi, mod. Fr. ennui, 

annoyance.] 

Oboute, prep, about, 13. 
Or, adv. ere, before, 11. [AS. ozr.] 
Or it be longe, before long, 273. 
Orpheline, 8b. orphan, 695. [Fr. 

orpheline.'] 
Orphelyns, sb. pi. orphans, 210. 
Orrour, sb. horror, 122. 
Orryble, adj. horrible, 101. 
Oueragis, sb. pi. works, 'ornaments, 

380. [Fr. ouvrage.] 

Pagany, sb. heathendom, country of 

the pagans, 170. 
Parage, sb. lineage, birth, 693. [Fr. 



parage.'] 'Ye are a man m this 

town of greate parage.* — Bemers, 

Froiss., ii. 52. 
Parelles, sb. pi. perils, 56. 
Parentes, sb. pi. cousins, kindred, 2. 

[Fr. parent t a cousin or kinsman.] 
Parfayte, adj. complete, 66. [O.Fr. 

parfaiete.] 
Parforce, adv. by force, 275. [Fr. 

par- and force.'] 
Parfyte, adj. perfect, complete, 294. 
Pariuryd, pp. perjured. 487. 
Parteynynge, pr. p. telonging, 8. 

[O.Fr. partenir.] 
Pastours = pastures, 477. 
Patrone, sb. captain, 212. * Patrone 

of a galley, patro de galee? — 

Palsgrave. 
Paynyms, sb.pl. pagans, heathens, 

81. [Fr. paienisme.] 
Pelot, sb. pilot, 358. [O.Fr. pilot.] 
Persuaunt, vb. pursue, 81. 
Perteyse, sb. pi. parties, 507. 
Petuously, adv. piteously, 35, 715. 

[O.Fr. jriteus.] 
Playse, vb. please, 36. [O.Fr. plaisir, 

to please.] 
Plee, sb. a suit, trial, 26. [O.Fr. 

plai.] 

Portables ; v. In Portables. 
Porte, sb. gate, 56. [Fr. porte.] 
Poynt, sb. condition in good point 
= in good condition, trans, of 
Fr. embonpoint [en ban point], 
307. 

Praysyd, vb. esteemed, valued, 39. 

iO.Fr. preiser.] i She praiseth not 
lis playing worth a bene.* — 
Chaucer, C. T., 9728. 
Proues, sb. prowess, valour, 1. [O. 

Fr. prouesse.] 
Pryce, to 4 blow the pryce * means 
to ' blow a blast to celebrate the 
capture of an animal.' The phrase 
occurs several times in Middle 
English; v. Sir Oawayn, 1362, 
also Bk of St. Albans, and MS. 
Cotton Vesp. B. xii., quoted by the 
editors of Sir Tristrem. *The 
pryce ' was blown when the hunt- 
ing party arrived at the door of 
the hall on their return. In Sir 
Tristrem the same thing is called 
the * tokening* in 1. 518, but in 



Digitized by 



846 



GLOSSARY. 



2749/5o we have, ( He blewe priis 
as he can )>re mot o)>er mare.' The 
word is probably to be identified 
with Fr. prise. 

Pryuey, adj. privy, intimately con- 
versant with, 13. [O.Fr. privet 

Purchace, vb. procure, 12. [O.Fr. 
purchaser.] 

Purcoloys, sb. portcullis, 335. [O.Fr. 
porte coulisse.] 

Puruey, vb. provide, 599. [O.Fr. 
porvoir.] 

Pusant, adj. puissant, powerful, 47. 
[Fr. puissant.] 
* Puyssance, sb. puissance, might, 39. 

p yg nt > PP- pitched, 285. 'the 
kynge then pyght his pauylions.' 
—Sabyan, ii. aim. 1272. 

Pylled, pp. hairless, bald. [Lat 
piloy to make bald.] Cf. pill- 
pate, a shaven head. 

Pyllynge, [pillingl, pillaging, 401. 
[Fr. piller, to pillage.] 

Pyraottes, sb. pL pirates, 375. 

Quarter, sb. portion, 13. 
Queyntance, sb. acquaintance, 92. 
[O.Fr. coint.] 

Rased, pp. torn, lit. scraped, 145. 

[Fr. rcwer, to scrape.] 
Recount re, blow, attack, 431. [Fr. 

rencontre.] 
Reculyd, pt. recoiled, 42. [Fr. 

reculer.] 

Reculynge, pr. p. recoiling, retreat- 
ing, 317. 

Regardyd, pp. looked, 17. [Fr. 
regarder, to look.] 

Releue, vb. a feudal term, signifying 
to recognise with the usual form- 
alities that a fief is held from the 
feudal lord, 5. [Fr. relever.] In 
511/4, releue = to rise up again. 

Releuyd, pt. rose up, 147. [Fr. 
relever.] 

Rengyd, pp. ranged, 494. [O.Fr. 
reuger.] 

Renourne, sb. renown, fame, 2. [Fr. 

renom, renommee.] * ... 0 thou 

far renowmed sonne.' — Spenser, 

F. Q., i. 6. 
Renyed,pp. denied, 89. [Fr. renter, 

to deny.] 



Renynsyd, pt. renounced, 81. [Fr. 

retumcer.J 
Repenisshed, for replenisshed = 

filled again, 430. 
Requere, vb. require, ask, 3. [O.Fr. 

requerir.] 
Requyre, vb. require, ask, 264 ; 

requyre me of = ask me for, 

prob. for Fr. requerir de. 
Resorte, sb. refuse, resource, 752. 

[Fr. ressort.] 
Retourned, turned, 637. 
Rude, adj. coarse, rough, 300. [Fr. 

rude.] 

Rybault, sb. [ribald], a low fellow, - 

85. [O.Fr. ribauld,] 
Rybawdis, sb. pi. [ribalds], brutal 

wretches, 538. [O.Fr. ribauld, 

ribaud.] 

Ryghtwysly, adv. righteously, 251. 
[A.S. rihtuns, wise as to what is 
right.] 

Ryuyled, riveled, pp. wrinkled, 
shrunk, 568. * I'll give thee tack- 
ling made of riveld gold, Wound 
on the barks of odoriferous trees.* 
—Marlowe's Dido, 1594. 

Sage, adj. wise, discerning, 214. 
[Fr. sage.] 

Sara age, sb. [serfage], slavery, ser- 
vitude, 468. * . . . Doth in lord- 
ship and servageJ — Chaucer, C. T. f 
11106. 

Saue coundyte, sb. safe conduct, 719. 

Sawyde, pp. saved, 477. [M.E. 
sauuen for sauven, Fr. sauverj] 

Sclaue, sb. slave, 161. [Fr. esclaveJ] 

Scole, *6. school, 419. [A.S. se&u.] 

Scot, sb. share, a contribution to- 
wards the general fund, 704. 
[O.Fr. escot] This is the original 
meaning, but here it seems to 
mean rather that for which the 
share is paid, not the share itself. 
Cf. ' . . . we may fortune to mete 
with suche that shall pay for our 
scotte.' — Berners, Froiss., i. 207. 

Sease, vb. cease, 14. 

Seen, conj. since, 26. 

Semblant, sb. [semblance], appear- 
ance, 26. [O.Fr. semblance.] 

Seinblaunt, made semblaunt = pre- 
tended, 205 ; v. Semblant. 
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Semylytude, sb. [similitude], likeli- 
hood, 41. 

Sennys, conj. since, 71. 

Serclcs, sb. pi. [circles], 715; v. 
Serkell. 

Serkell, sb. [circle], a band worn 
round the helmet, 24. [O.Fr. 
sercle.] 

Sertes, sb. pi. servants, 138. 

Set, pp. put, placed, 189. 

Sew, conj. since, 49. 

Seygnorye8, sb. pi. [seignories], 

domains, 140. [O.F. seigneuric.] 
Sher thuredaye, Shrove thursday, 

560. 

Sirode, sb. sea-road, 359. 
Skapyd, pt. escaped, 16. 
Skauf, adv. [scaut], scarcely, 559. 

[Icel. skampt.] 
Sle, vb. slew, 40. 
81 ee, vb. slay, 43. 

Sleuers, sb. pi. slivers, fragments, 
42. [A.S. slvtan, to cleave.] 

Smoke, sb. smock, 699. [A.S. smoc.] 

Solas, sb. [solace], comfort, 606. 
[O.Fr. solaz.] 

Solempne, adj. solemn, 36. 

Somer, sb. pack horse, sumpter horse, 
144. [O.Fr. somier, a pack-horse.] 

V. SOMPTKRHORS. 

Sommer, sb. 52 ; v. Somer. 

Sompterhors, sb. [sumpterhorse], 
pack-horse, 702. [O.Fr. som- 
metier, from O.Fr. somme, a pack, 
burden.] 

Soort, sb. [sort], lot, company, 38. 

[Fr. sorte.] 
Soppe, sb. sup, drink, 38. [Fr. 

souper; A.S. supan.] 
Sot, sb. fool, 47. [Fr. sot, a fool.] 
Sowdeours, sb. pi. soluiers, 314. 

*. . . he had of suche soiodyoures 

to defonde hy m.' — Fabyan, Chron. 

c. 82. 

Sowned, pt [sound], swooned, 300. 

* Sound ' is common in Shakspere 

in this sense. 
Sparhawke, sb. sparrowhawk, 7. 
Sperclyd, vt. spread, scattered, 476. 
Sporres, so. pi. spurs, 291 ; on the 

sporres = in great haste ; equiv. 

to modern phr. 'with whip and 

spur.' 

Spryngynge tyme, spring time, 525. 



Stalle,p*. stolo, 310. 

Stethy, sb. anvil, 380. [Icel. steti, 
an anvil.] 

Stradiot, sb. a kind of soldier, 761. 
[O.Fr. estradiot.] 'Among the 
Frenchmen were certaine light 
horsmen called stradiotes. 1 — Hall., 
Henry VIII., f. 28. 

Stuyd,_pp. [stewed], bathed, washed, 
543. [O.Fr. estnver, to bathe.] 
1 estnver, to stue, soake, bathe/ — 
Cotgrave. 

Swerde, sb. sword, 182. [A.S. 

siceorde.] 
Swounyd, swooned, fainted, 24. 
Sygned, pp. assigned, appointed, 

473. [O.Fr. signer.'] Chaucer, 

Ct. of Love, 1. 642. 
Syn, con;, since, 5. [A.S. sithen.] 
Syngnory, sb. seignory, kingdom, 

dominion, 4. [Fr. seigneurie.] 
Synse, conj. since, as, 36. 
Syt, vb. to lean on, rest on, 43. 

Tale, sb. number, 328. [A.S. tain.'] 
Taylles, sb. pt. tolls, taxes, 210. 

[O.Fr. taiUes.] 
Temperours, for themperours, the 

emperor's, 13. 
Than, then, 15. [A.S. thcenne.] 
Thedyr, adv. thither, 60. [A.S. 

Hider.] 

Thentent, for 'the entent' = the 
intent, 4 for thentent 1 = with the 
intention, 60. 

Thougt, sb. [thought], care, trouble, 
3. '. . . the old man for very 
thought and grief of heart pined 
away.* — Holland. 

Thrusty, adj. thirsty, 66. [A.S. 
thxirst] 

Tonne, sb. tun, barrel, 484. [A.S. 
tunne, a barrel.] 

Tornoys, sb. pi. tourneys, tourna- 
ments, 62. [O.Fr. tournei] 

Tonrnyd, pt. returned, 210. 'Ere 
from this war thou turn a con- 
queror/ — Shakspere. 

Traytour, adj. faithless, traitourous, 
41. [O.Fr. traiteur.] 

Treason, sb. treachery, 44. 

Trepasyd,/>(. [trespassed], departed, 
17. [O.Fr. trespasser, to go be- 
yond, depart.] ' Robert de Bruce 
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. . . trespassed out of this uncer- 
tain world.' — Berners, Froiss. 
Trewes, sb. truce, 304. [O.Fr. trues.] 
Trone, sb. throne, 216. [O.Fr. 
throne.'] 

Trought, pt. believed, 44. [From 
M.E. trowen, mod. E. trow, A.S. 
tredwian.] 

Truage, sb. orig. meaning is homage, 
fealty, 334. Here it seems to be 
collective for those who do hom- 
age, i. e. prisoners. 

Truss, vb. to pack, bind up, 173. 

. [O.Fr. truster.] 

Trybutayr, adj. tributary, subject, 

105. [O.Fr. Mbutaire.] 
Tryumphe, sb. glory, 41. 
Tuo, num. two, 252. 

Vance, a vance for avaunt, q.v., 69. 
Vauervnge, sb. wavering, 712. 
Vaylable, adj. [valuable], profitable, 

12. [O.Fr. voter, to be of use.] 
Vayleth, vb. availeth, 254. 
Veleny, sb. villainy, 20. 
Vertu, sb. strength, 24. [Fr. vertu; 

Lat virtus."] 
Very, adj. true, 168. [O.Fr. verai.] 
Ungarcyous, adj. ungracious, 631. 
Vttranse, sb. [utterance], extremity, 

47. [O.Fr. oxdtrance; mod. Fr. 

outrance: in phrase d outrance.] 

'to the utterance. 9 — Macb., III. i. 

72. 

Vttraunce, 196 ; v. Vttranse. 

Wan, vb. won, 184. 

Wanhope, sb. delusion, false hope, 

364. [A.S. wan, deficient.] 'The 

foolish wanhope of some usurer.* 

— Chakmer. 
Warde, to her warde = toward her, 

254. Cf. ' to you ward:— 2 Cor. 

xiii. 12. 

Wassale, sb. [vassal], wretch, villain, 
23. « 0, vassal ! miscreant ! K. 
Lear, I. i. 



Wayter, sb. boarhound, 50. [Fr. 
vauire. Ital. vellro.] 

Went, pp. thought, 233. [pt. of 
wenen, to suppose, ween. A.S. 
wenen.] 'She had went it had 
bene hir husbande.' — Chaucer, 
The Mylner of Abingdon. 

Wenyng, pr. p. [weening], think- 
ing, 21 ; v. Went. 

Wesshyde, pp. washed, 537. [M.E. 
weschen.] 

Wheareas, adv. where, 744. 

Whereas, adv. where. 

Wight, adj. [wight], stout, strong, 
96. [IceL vigr, serviceable for 
war.] 

Witsonday, sb. Whit-Sunday, 731. 
[White Sunday, perhaps from 
white garments worn on that 
day. Vigfusson.] 

Wode, adj. violent, raging, 479. 
[A.S. wdd, mad, raging.] 4 What 
shulde he studie and make him- 
selven wood:— Chaucer, C. T., 184. 
* . . . wode within this wood.' — 
Shakspere, Mid. N. Dr., II. i. 192. 

Wold, pp. willed, wished, 304. [ A.& 
willen, pt 1. wolde.] 

Woll, vb. wishes to, would, 87. 

Wyage, sb. voyage, 16. [O.Fr. 
veiage.] 

Wynynge, sb. [winning], gain, 13. 
[A.S. winnan.] 

Yentyll, adj. [gentle], noble, gallant, 
20. [O.Fr. gentiU 'gentil, . . . 

fillant, noble. 1 — (fotgrave. 
adj. [ill], wicked, 37. 
Ylnes, sb. [illness], wickedness, 43. 
' She that is vnchaste is a sea and 
treasure of all Unesse. 1 — Vive*. 
Yraagenyde, pp. imagined, planned, 
2. 

Ynow, adj. pL enough, 84. [A.S. 

gendh.] 
Yode, pt. rode, 636. 
Yought, sb. youth, 65. [A.S. gedgu*.] 
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